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THE 

H  IS  TORY 

O    F 

GREENLAND. 

BOOK        VI. 

The  fecond  Period  of  the  Brethren's  MiJJion,  from 
the  firji  Vifttation  in  1 740,  till  they  got  a  Church 
built  in  1747. 

The  eighth  Year  1740. 

§  I. 

TH  E  Reafoii  why  I  begin  a  new  period  with 
this  year  is,  becaufe  the  fucceeding  years  per- 
ceptibly vary  from  the  former,  as  well  in  the 
miflionaries  own  manner  of  thinking  and 
afting,  as  in  the  effects  of  it  on  the  converfion  of  the 
Heathen. 

They  had  formed  the  following  remarkable  conclu* 
flon  in  their  covenant  -  articles  of  the  year  1735  *. 
"  The  grand  object  among  us  fhall  be  Jefus  Chrift, 
*'  and  the  grand  do£lrine  the  purification  from  all  our 
**  fins  through  his  blood  fhed  upon  the  crofs,  and  his 
**  being  the  caufc  and  fource  of  eternal  falvation  to  all 
'*  that  believe  in  him ;  this  we  will  teftify  by  our  word 
*  See  An,  1735.  ,§  ^• 
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"  and  walk,  according  to  the  power  Godfhall  give  us, 
*'  and  by  this  we  will  endeavour  to  bring  the  heathea 
'*  to  the  obedience  of  faith."  But  yet  their  Diary  pre- 
fents  us  with  fufficient  tokens,  that  this  fundamental 
article  was  not  always  duly  eyed  in  their  labour  among 
the  heathen,  or,  as  they  exprefied  themfelves  a  little 
before,  their  fmcere  refolves  did  not  rightly  fucceed  in  the 
execution,  for  want  of  unanimity  :  and  whoever  has  read 
the  preceding  period  with  attention,  muft  have  obferved, 
that  with  a  very  good  meaning  according  to  what  they 
knew,  they,  in  inftrufting  the  heathen,  moftly  made 
ufe  of  fuch  a  method,  which,  though  it  feems  a  priori 
and  in  thefn  to  be  the  moft  reafonable,  yet  apojleriori  and 
in  pradlice  has  proved  to  be  not  only  fruitlefs  towards 
the  true  converfion  of  the  heathens,  but  alfo  frequently 
a  hindrance  and  hurt.  On  the  other  hand  the  reader 
muft  have  obferved,  that  the  gofpel  concerning  the  Crea- 
tor's becoming  man,  in  order  to  redeem  his  fallen  hu- 
man creatures,  and  his  purchafing  and  winning  them 
with  his  own  precious  blood,  and  with  his  innocent  fuf- 
fering  and  dying,  flew  and  kindled  like  a  fire  from  the 
Lord  in  the  heart  of  a  perfetSlly  ignorant  heathen,  mol- 
lified his  obdurate  mind,  illuminated  his  dark  fpirit,  and 
brought  his  dead  heart  to  life ;  and  therefore  it  is  obvi- 
ous, that  this  well-tried  method,namely  the  fimple  relation 
and  profitable  application  of  the  meritorious  Incarnation, 
life,  paffion  and  death  of  Jefus,.  had  the  beft  and  moft: 
infallible  effect  upon  the  heart  of  the  heathens.  It  is 
certain,  there  had  been  many  viciflitudes  in  point  of  the 
method  till  this  year,  and  the  confequences  had  been, 
as  various  too.  But  the  more  experience  made  them 
wife,  and  the  more  they  were  led]  from  the  effects  to 
the  caufe,  the  more  intent  they  became  to  know  nothing 
among  the  heathen  but  Jefus  Chrift  and  him  crucified, 
and  the  more  they  found  that  the  gofpel  is  a  power  of 
God,  capable  of  vanquiftiing  the  moft  wild  and  ftupid 
favages. 

They  had  lately  feen  fome  little  fruit  of  their  labour, 
I  mean  Samuel  Kaiarnak  and  his  family,  and  would  have 
reckoned  all  their  paft  toils  richly  repaid  with  thole  four 
fouls,  if  they  had  not  beheld  their  flight  with  grief,  and 
with  the  uncertainty  of  ever  getting  them  again  j  nei- 
ther 
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ther  did  there  appear  much  ground  to  hope  that  their 
lofs  would  be  foon  fupplied  by  others.  However  in  the 
enfuing  period  the  true  awakening  of  the  Grcenlanders 
rightly  commenced,  and  the  number  of  the  baptized 
encreafed  more  fpeedily  than  any  one  expefted. 

Befides,  their  outward  circumftances  took  a  more  fa- 
vourable turn,  and  from  this  time  forward  they  were 
furnifhed  fo  far  with  what  \<^as  neceflary  for  their  bo- 
dily fubfiftence,  that  they  were  no  more  expofed  to  the 
trying  alternative  X)f  ftarving,  or  abandoning  their  poft 
to  the  reproach  of  the  truth ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  fome 
things  which  had  before  brought  them  into  perplexity, 
were  eafed  or  abrogated  by  a  gracious  royal  refcript. 

Therefore  I  could  do  no  other  than  begin  a  new  pe- 
riod with  this  year.  The  blefled  alteration  in  regard  to 
the  work  of  converfion,  is  to  be  attributed,  partly  to 
the  Vifitation  of  the  refpeclable  brother  Andrew  Graff- 
man  *,  who  brought  alfo  a  new  affiftant  John  Schneider 
with  him ;  and  partly  to  an  ufeful  vifit  the  eldefl:  mif- 
fionary  made  to  Germany  j  by  which  means  the  bre- 
thren in  Greenland  got  an  opportunity  of  growing  them- 
felves  in  the  faving  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  all- 
fufHcient  merits  of  our  dear  Redeemer,  which  the  Bre- 
thren's Church  had  mude  a  very  fenfible  progrefs  in 
f  fmce  the  year  1734  J;;  and  confequently  alfo  in  treating 
*^with  the  Greenlanders,^they  now  urged  more  the  free 
grace  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  than  the  laborious  and 
yetmoftly  fruitiefs  learning  of  many  truths,  needlefs  at  leaft 

*  Brother  TVence(laus  Ne:JJ[r  had  been  difpatched  the  foregoing  year  on 
a  vifitation  of  the  Greenland  brethren.  But  the  fhip's  crew  would  not 
land  him  at  Ball's-River,  according  to  the  inftru<Sions  of  their  owner,  but 
■would  firft  go  to  trade  at  Difko.  Here  the  fhip  was  taken  away,  and  Neif- 
fer  was  obhged  to  return  in  another  fhip  without  executing  the  commiflioa 
he  was  charged  with. 

X  That  hymn,  J<^Ju,  our  glorious  head  and  ihkf,  &c,  is  a  fair  monu- 
ment of  this.  Concerning  this  matter  the  Count  writes  as  follows  ; 
"  The  neceffity  of  the  Death  of  Jefus,  gave  me  an  opening  or  key  into 
**  the  whole  doctrine  of  falvation,  which  I  made  the  firft  happy  trial  of 
"  upon  my  own  heart,  and  the  hearts  of  my  dear  brethren  and  fel!ow-la- 
"  bourers.  And  fmce  1734,  the  propitiatory  Offering  of  Jefus  has  been 
*'  our  proper,  our  public,  and  fole  fubjedl,  our  univerfal  antidote  againfl 
"  all  evil  in  dodlrine  and  praftice,  aad  thus  it  will  abide  to  all  eternity." 
Sec  the  Preface  te  the  Buding-CuHeSilor.s, 

A  2  to 
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to  beginners,  and  which  could  either  not  be  rightly  com- 
prehended on  account  of  their  multiplicity,  or  not  duly 
ufed  and  improved  for  want  of  true  life  and  power  firft 
obtained  through  the  blood  of  Jefus./. 

But  as  I  find  nothing  very  particular  recorded  of  this 
vifitation,  (there  being  indeed  no  labour  to  be  mentionedi 
on  baptized  Greenlanders ,  becaufe  there  were  none 
•then,  and  as  to  the  bleffing  and  benefit  it  was  of  to  the 
milTionaries  themfelves,  that  was  a  matter  rather  to  be 
pondered  in  the  filcnce  of  the  heart  than  to  be  defcribed 
in  words;)  therefore  I  fhall  only  fubjoin  thus  much  con- 
cerning  it.  The  two  brethren  abovementioned,  who 
were  natives  of  Moravia,  arrived  quite  unexpected  in  a 
Dutch  fhjp  May  20.  The  captain  was  obliged  to  land 
them  thirty-two  leagues  off  from  Goodhope,  and  the 
brethren  were  obliged  to  fetch  all  their  provifion  from 
the  fame  diftance.  This  was  attended  with  many  dan- 
gerous circumftances.  As  they  could  not  take  all  at 
once,  the  captain  attempted  to  advance  a  little  nearer  to 
their  place,  and  kept  three  of  them  on  board,  but  after- 
ward the  fnow  and  contrary  wind  kept  him  off  at  fea. 
At  laft  they  were  obliged  to  take  their  ftores  out  of  the 
(hip  into  the  boat  on  the  open  fea,  and  to  unload  them 
again  at  the  next  ifland,  where  they  waited  a  week  for 
better  weather,  and  at  the  end  of  all  narrowly  efcaped 
being  loft  on  a  funken  rock. 

After  a  blefi'ed  abode  of  ten  weeks,  Andrew  Graflman 
returned  to  Germany  by  way  of  Copenhagen,  and  took 
the  eldeft  miffionary  Matthew  Stach  with  him  on  a  vifit 
to  the  congregation.  But  I  fhould  have  faid,  that  they 
firft  were  prefent  at  the  marriage  of  the  fecond  rnii3io-- 
nary,  Frederic  Boehnijh  f ,  with  young  Ann  Stach  j  and 
juft  while  they  were  at  dinner,  they  had  the  joy  to  fee 
the  firftling  Samuel,  whofe  return  had  looked  very  du- 
bious to  many,  come  quite  chearful  back  again. 

With  refpc6t  to  the  labour  among  the  heathen,  it  had 
but  a  poor  afpedl  in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It  is 
true,  there  was  often  a  ftirring  among  them,  efpecially 

•f-  His  colleague  John  Beck  had  been  joined  in  matrimony  a  couple  ei 
years  beTore  with  Rolina  Stach. 

when 
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vv'hen  they  told  them  fomethlng  of  the  Lord  Jefus  and 
his  fufFerings  j  but  the  hearts  of  very  few  were  through- 
ly roufed  out  of  death.    Many  withftood  the  truth,  par- 
ticularly if  they  were  reprehended  for  any  thing.    Thus 
when  a  certain  woman,  that  v/as  caught  in  a  lie,  was 
told,  that  at  this  rate  fhe  would  not  go  to  God,  but  to 
the  father  of  lies  -,  fhe  anfwered  with  great  impudence, 
that  ihe  had  no  mind  to  go  to  God,  nor  to  hearken  to 
his  word.     As  foon  as  the  feverity  of  the  winter  was 
paft,  moft  of  them  went  away,  though  they  were  not 
compelled  to  it  by  want,  and  in  xA.prii  the  reft  followed 
them.     At  that  time  the  brethren  wrote  thus  :    "  Our 
*'  Lord  only  knows  what  part  of  the  feed  we  have  feat- 
*'  tered  among  them  this  winter,  will  remain  in  their 
**  hearts.     It  is  undeniable  that  the  confcience  of  one 
*'  and  another  has  been  touched  j    but  the  power  of 
"  darknefs  is  ftill  too  ftrong  for  .them*.     At  taking 
*'  leave  we  exhorted  them,  not  to  forget  what  they  had 
*'  heard,  but  to  think  of  it  often,  and  to  embrace  the 
*^  grace  tendered  them,  that  their  hearts  might  be  truly 
*'  converted.     They  parted  from  us  in  peace,  and,  as 
^'  fome  of  them  faid,  with  a  heavy  heart.     Wepitifed' 
*'  the  poor  children  the  mofl ;    they  had  learnt  very 
*'  prettily  this  winter,  and  had  a  particular  love  for  us  y 
*'  we  would  gladly  have  kept  them,  if  the  parents  would 
"  have  confented.     We  gave  them  their  reading-books 
*'  with  them,  in  which  we  had  wrote  fome  prayers  and 
'*  many    little    exhortations ;    and   as   fome  of   them 
*'  could   read,     we  bid     them  read   it   to  the  others, 
*'  The  heathen  for  fev^eral  leagues  round  about  us  have 
*'  alfo  been  vifited,  as  often  as  wind  and  weather  would 
"  permit.     The  effe6l  of  it  is  but  {mall  at  prefent,  yet 
*'  now  and  then  fome  of  them  come  and  beg  es  to  vifit 
"  them  foon  again.     O  that  grace  may  but  once  truly 
*'  feize  and  foften  their  hearts  !     It  is  not  impofiible 
**  to  the  Lord.     He  can  call  that  which  is  not,  and 
**  caufe  it  to  be." 


*  However,  the  brethren  found  afterwards,  in  •^'^^lt!ng  thera,  a  per- 
ceptible difference  between  theic;  aoj.tbe  other  htathen,  not  only  in  the.r 
knowledge  and  leadinefs  to  leRrn,  but  alfo  in  their  walk.  And  the  ap- 
jroathirg  Uarvsit  will  deaionft.ate,  that  they  did  not  fow  in  vsiu. 


§4. 


6       HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.    B.VL 

§  4- 

Void  and  fruitlefs  as  all  now  feemed  to  be,  yet  very 
foon  after,  this  their  wifh  began  to  tend  towards  its  com- 
pletion. ?The  firft  joy  with  which  they  were  regaled, 
was  the  "^Iready-mentioned  return  of  Samuel  Kajarnak 
after  a  year's  abfencej  and  he  not  only  returned  fafe, 
and  without  having  fuftained  any  harm  to  his  foul,  but 
alfo  brought  his  brother  and  his  family  with  him,/ to 
gain  whom  had  been  the  chief  aim  of  his  expedition.; 
He  ftepped  unexpe£ledly  into  the  room  while  they  were 
keeping  the  wedding-dinner  of  the  miflionary  Boehnifh, 
and,^ot  only  filled  the  brethren  with  fo  much  the  greater 
joy,  as  they  had  almoft  given  him  up,  but  alfo  caufed  the 
guefts  then  prefent  a  pleafing  furprize,  to  fee  the  firft 
Oreenlander  in  whom  grace  prevailed  fo  much,  that 
amidft  all  the  temptations  of  the  favages  he  had  remain- 
ed faithful,  and  had  even  laboured  on  their  fouls. ^  He 
told  us,  that  all  he  had  heard  here,  he  had  made  known 
to  the  heathens  in  the  fouth;  that  at  firfl  they  heard  it 
with  pleafure  and  wonder ;  but  when  after  a  while  they 
were  tired  of  it,  and  turned  it  all  to  ridicule  and  levity, 
then  he  retired  in  ftillnefs,  purfued  his  foul's  edification 
with  our  Saviour  alone,  and  kept  every  day  an  hour  of 
prayer  with  his  family.  Towards  the  latter  part  he 
longed  very  much  to  be  with  us  again,  and  now  he 
could  not  pofiibly  leave  us  any  more,  becaufe  even  in 
his  abfence  he  had  felt,  how  much  we  loved  his  and  his 
family's  fouls.  He  had  left  his  fon  a  year  longer  among 
his  friends,  in  hopes  that  it  would  prove  an  opportunity 
for  them  alfo  to  come  hither  and  hear  the  gofpel. 

But  now  there  was  alfo  another  perfon  that  increafed 
the  brethren's  joy,  and  that  was  a  young  woman  that 
inccflantly  entreated  them  to  take  her  into  their  fervice, 
as  fhe  had  nobody  to  take  care  of  her.  However,  as 
they  could  perceive  no  true  defire  in  her  after  the  word 
of  life,  but  fuppofed  fhe  had  nothing  but  temporal  views, 
they  Ihewed  her  fome  kin^lncflcs  and  difmiffed  her.  After 
fome  time  fhe  came  again,  and  complained  with  tears 
that  fhe  could  not  hold  out  any  longer  among  the  hea- 
then, who  all  defpifed  her  and  fell  hard  upon  her,  be- 
caufe fhe  could  not  join  in  their  ways  any  longer,  as  her 

whole 
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whole  deilre  was,  to  be  converted.  Upon  this  they  took 
her  in  at  the  colony,  where  (he  continued  with  the  Da- 
nifh  miffionary,  earneftly  fupplicating  for  grace;  Ihe  in- 
creafed  fo  faft  in  the  moft  neceflary  knowledge,  that  he 
baptized  her  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  third  comfortable  inftance  was  a  young  woman 
inNew-Herrnhut,  who  was  alfo  very  much  laid  hold  of, 
and  fpoke  of  the  value  of  grace  to  all  that  would  hear 
hei",  but  more  efpecially  to  the  children.  She  did  not 
want  for  contempt  and  oppofition.  Among  the  reft, 
they. once  bid  her  hold  her  tongue,  adding  that  when 
they  hearkened  to  her  and  reflected  upon  that  matter, 
they  grew  fick ;  they  meant,  that  they  felt  an  uneafmefs 
in  their  hearts,  which  was  difagreeable  to  them.  But 
ihe  replied,  that  when  Ihe  v/as  fick,  {he  was  made  well 
by  prayer. 

Concerning  the  fourth  joyful  inftance,  I  find  fome- 
thing  more  noted  down  here  and  there,  and  will  con 
,cifely  colle£l:  the  Brethren's  own  v/ords  in  one  view^  {j 
.*'  In  one  Greenland  houfe,  where  all  the  reft  were  ftfil 
^'  dead  and  full  of  oppofition,  there  was  one  young  wo- 
."  man  called  PuJJimek,  who  was  very  much  affedled. 
*^  One  time,  when  we  were  fpeaking  at  a  m.eeting,  fhe 
:*'  held  her  hands  before  her  face  to  hide  her  tears,  and 
•*'.  fecretly  fighed,  O  Lord  .'  let  thy  light  break  through 
•■*'  the  v'ery  thick  darknefs.  Another  time  we  faw  her 
*'  kneeling  behind  a  rock,  and  only  heard  the  following 
*'  words  :  O  God,  thou  knowcft  that  I  am  very  much 
*'  corrupted  from  our  hrft  parents,  have  mercy  on  me  ! 
"  When  ftie  was  afterwards  afked  what  fhe  was  about 
*'  there,  flie  anfwered  :  Becaufe  I  now  begin  to  believe,  I 
"  pray  every  day  in  fecret  to  God  to  be  gracious  to  mc. 
*'  Upon  this  (he  was  taken  under  more  exprefs  inftruc- 
*'  tion,  and  once  when  ftie  was  directed  to  ftcdfaftnefs 
"  and  continuance  in  prayer,  ffee  herfelf  began  to  weep 
.*'  and  pour  forth  the  following  ejaculations:  O  Jefus, 
'*  my  heart  is  very  much  corrupted,  O  make  me  truly 
*'  humbled  and  grieved  about  it,  becaufe  thou  wilt  have 
*'  it  fo ;  take  away  the  bad  thoughts  from  mc,  and  form 
"  my  heart  fo,  that  it  may  be  pleaflng  to  thee.  And  as 
"  I  know  but  little  of  thy  word  as  yet,  give  me  thy  Spi- 
**  rit  to  inftrud  me."  The  reft  of  the  people  of  the 
A  4  "  houfe 
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'*  houfe  where  fhe  lived,  were  put  to  fhame  and  touch- 

*'  ed  with  the  example  of  this  damfel,  and  yet  had  no 

**  inclination  to  follow  it;  therefore  they  hated  her,  and^ 

'*  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Greenlanders,  treated 

"  her  very  fliarply,  and  would  fcarce  allow  her  to  go 

**  any  more  to  the  meetings  ;  and  when  they  removed 

*'  their  habitation,    flie  was  obliged  to  follow  them, 

*'  though  fhe  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have  ftaid. 

*'  But  in  a  few  days  fhe  came  again,  and  entreated  us 

**  to  take  her  into  our  fervice,  and  afterwards  could  ne- 

*'  ver  be  prevailed  on  by  good  nor  bad  words  to  leave  her 

"  teachers. 

*'  One  could  perceive  a  particular  defire  in  this  perfon 

*'  to  experience  the  power  of  Jefus's  blood.     She  was 

"  never  weary  of  hearing  of  it,  and  foon  began  to  con- 

*'  fefs  and  fpeak  of  it  before  others.     When  any  hea- 

*'  thens  came  on  a  vifit,  fhe  went  among  them  direftly, 

*'  and,  whether  afked  or  not,  told  them  why  fhe  lived 

**  here,  what  fhe  had  already  experienced  by  the  tefli- 

"  mony  of  Jefus's  fufFerings,  and  how  fhe  wanted  to  be  a 

*•  partaker  of  all  the  bleflings  treafured  up  in  it.  By  this 

**  always  fome,    and  now  and  then  perfect  ftrangers, 

*'  were  very  much  afFedted.     Therefore  fhe  was  taken 

^^  into  a  more  immediate  preparation  for  baptifm,  and 

**  we  endeavoured  to  give  her  a  right  conception  of  th(i 

*'  inftitution,  defign  and  operation  of  this  holy  facra- 

*'  ment.      And  now  her  fleady  declaration  was,    that 

*'  fhe  no  more  believed  that  Jefus  is  the  friend  of  fmners 

*'  becaufe  we  had  told  her  fo,  but  bccaufe  fhe  expe- 

**  rienced  it  in  her  own  heart.     Now  as  we  had  dif- 

"  covered  in  her  a  moft  ardent  longing  after  the  blood 

**  of  fprinkling  and  the  energy  of  Jefus's  death,  and  as 

*'  fhe  had  repeatedly  uttered  her  great  defire  for  bap- 

*'  tifm  -,  therefore  on  the  30th  of  06lober  fhe  was  bap- 

*'  tized  in  the  name  of  the  holy  Trinity,  and  the  name 

*'  Sarah  was  given  her.     Many  Greenlanders  were  pre- 

"  fent,  mofl  of  whom  were  moved  by  the  power  of  the 

*'  Lord,  and  fome  beheld  and  heard  with  tears.    BlefTed 

*f  be  God  for  this  time  of  gr^ce  1  " 


§5' 
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§5- 
-  -  Through  this  there  commenced  a  new  ftirring  among 
the  Greenlanders.  Many  had  a  defire  excited  in  them 
-tO' become  fo  happy  as  thefe  their  country-people,  and 
begged  to  be  often  vifited.  The  Brethren  alio  endea- 
"^oured  to  make  the  example  and  teftimony  of  thefe  hrft- 
•fruits  of  fervice  toothers,  and  took  them  fometimes 
'with  them  to  the  heathens,  to  convince  them  by  living 
epiftles  that  the  word  of  the  crofs  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  falvation  to  all  thern  that  believe,  and  that  it  has 
efficacy  enough  to  new-mould  their  hearts,  minds,  tem- 
pers and  all  faculties.  Neither  was  it  in.  vain.  They 
bore  witnefs  to  the  grace  that  our  Saviour  has  purchafed 
for  all  men  by  his  blood,  and  which  they  had  novir 
•experienced  in  their  own  hearts,  and  this  they  did  with 
fuch  franknefs  and  fpirit  that  the  infidels  themfelves 
were  amazed.  Moft  of  them  were  touched,  and  fome 
were  fully  convinced  that  they  were  finners,  and  ftood 
in  need  of  the  blood  of  Jefus ;  which  otherwifo  was 
fo  hard  for  them  to  believe.  An- old  grey-headed  maa 
faid,  that  the  name  of  Jefus  was  imprefTed  on  his  heart, 
and  that  wherever  he  was,  he-  was  always  thinking 
''Jejuna!  \.  e.  O Jefus  !  which  word  he  had  heard  fome- 
times in  prayer.  The  brethren  expatiated  further  upon 
it,-and  counfelled  him  to  call  continually  upon  this  faving 
name  in  all  places,  and  then  life  would  be  imparted  to  him. 
Another  time  when  the  brethren  had  travelled  alone 
feveral  leagues'Touth  to  the  heathen  that  had  lived  with 
thefrvthe  precedirtg  year,  and  who  had  at  fundry  times 
defired  them  to  vifit  them,  they  write,  "  Our  Saviour 
i'ligave  entrance  to  our  teftimony,  and  there  v/as  fcarce 
^•one  difcourfe  held  during  thefe,  five  days,  that  did  not 
"  touch  fome  of  their  hearts.  We  fee  vifibly  that  the 
"  Lord  is  arifen  to  build  up  his  Zion  here  in  Green- 
"  land  alfo,  which  has  fo  long  lain  wafte.  In  the 
"  mean  time  Samuel  frequently  kept  hours  for  prayer 
'*  at  home  with  the  Greenlanders,  neither  hath  Sarah 
"  been  ina£live  among  her  fex  and  the  children.  But 
*'  efpecially  if  there  are  any  that  are  laid  hold  of  by 
"  ^race,  fhe  enters  into  frequent  converfations  with, 
"  diem  about  the  ftate  of  their  hearts,  diredls  them,  with 
•*^  all  their  mifery,  according  to  her  own  experience,  to 

■   '      "  the 
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*'  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the 
*'  world,  arid  in  fhort  feeks  all  occafions  to  gain  fotne-* 
f^  thing  with  the  talent  entrufled  to  her." 

The  heathens  alfo  that  came  from  remote  places  .a©^ 
vifited  them,  went  away  with  a  blelTed' impreffion  of  the 
converted    Greenlanders    teftimony.      In  June    many 
Southlanders  came  hither  as  they  paiTed  by.     The  bre- 
thren couldi  not  rightly  learn  the  place  of  their  abode 
(which  was  very  far  off  and  poiEjljly  quite  on  the  eaft 
fide)  becaufe  they  could  not  perfectly  underftand  their 
t1iale£t,  which  they,  lengthen  out  in  a  kind  of  finging 
tone.     The  account  of  the  crucified  Jefus,  and.  his  love 
to  all  men,    was  quite  new  and  incomprehenfible  to 
them ;  yet  they  were  not  averfe  to  it,  but  heard  all' witl^ 
eagernefs.     In  Auguft  many  Northlanders  pitched  their 
tents  by  the  brethren  for  fome  days.    Though   xhefq 
ilrppofed,  they  fiirmly  believed  all  _  that  w^s  told  them 
(for  they  were  not  perfeitly  ignorant  before)  yet  they 
were  often  touched  when  the  brethren  told  them:of  the 
sight  ftateof  a  foul  that  really  believes  in  Jefus  and  ik>ye5 
him.      They  were  particularly  very  ifilt '?ind  -muclj 
itruck,  when  Samuel  orrJ?uffimek  (the  latter  being  hot 
yet  baptized)  gave  them  an  account  of  their  cOnVerfion. 
They  wondered  moft  of  all  at  their  p'rayers  y  they  ima- 
gined they  had  learnt  them  by  heart,  and  would  fajn 
iiave  learnt  them  too.     But  they  told  them,  they  muii 
firft  learn  to  know  their  mifery,  and  when  they  (tamgt.  to 
feel  that,    want  and  dillrefs  would  teach  thegihQA<^  to 
fpread  their  defires  from  tbe:bottoni  aftheir  heart' before 
our  Saviour.    •     .    '  .  ,  .  .":' 

A  good  many  came  alfo  from  time  to  time  from  the 
adjacent  iflands  on  a  vifit  for  feveral  days,  and  this  was 
never  without  fome  efFedl.  The  brethren  eonverfed  ire*- 
quently  with  them,  and  the  interview  was  commonly 
concluded  by  one  of  the  awakened^  ones  with  a  warm 
exhortation  or  prayer,  at  which  the  favages  often  laid 
their  hand  upon  their  mouth,  as  a  ^token  of  their 
wonder.  ;  ,:      •  ■i.  ■  -  / 

§  6.,-.;i    ^t^ix-  " 
Towards  winter  the  little  :ffock  of  Greenlanders  that 
were  in  fearch  of  falvation,  was  increafed  with  another 

family. 
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family.  The  brethren  now  regulated  their  meetings 
anew,  and  chofe  to  abridge  themfelves  of  part  of  their 
own  ufual  private  edification,  in  order  to  gain  mors 
time  for  inftru£ling  the  heathen.  For  this  end  they 
began  to  tranflate  the  Harmony  of  the  four  evangelifts 
into  Greenlandifli,  in  which  work  Samuel  and  Sarah 
rendered  them  great  fervice,  and  enjoyed  many  a  bleff- 
ing  for  their  own  hearts.  The  brethren  obferved,  that 
they  ufed  expreflions,  efpecially  in  their  prayers,  which 
it  would  have  been  impoflible  to  have  found  out  by  the 
rules  of  grammar.  They  therefore  always  took  good 
notice  of  fuch,  and  learnt  to  [peak  from  their  believing 
Greenlanders,  after  thefe  had  learnt  to  think  from 
them. 

In  teaching  thefe  two  perfons,  they  endeavoured  to 
acquaint  them  of  all  the  truths  necellary  to  falvation, 
becaufethey  were  in  a  capacity  of  labouring  upon  others, 
and  had  often  more  opportunity  than  their  teachers,  of 
introducing  fomething  profitable  among  the  favages. 
They  particularly  difcovered  a  very  lively  active  fpirit  in 
Samuel.  He  feldom  omitted  an  opportunity  of  bearing 
his  teftimony  before  the  Greenlanders,  and  confirmed 
it  by  his  exemplary  walk.  As  he  was  once  upon  a 
journey,  he  was  invited  by  the  natives  to  a  dance  at  the 
fun-feaft,  and  to  rejoice  with  them  at  the  return  of  the 
fun;  but  he  gave  them  this  anfwer,  *'  I  have  now 
"  another  kind  of  joy,  becaufe  another  Sun,  namely 
*'  Jefus,  is  arifen  in  my  heart.  Neither  have  I 
*'  any  time  for  it,  for  I  muft  haften  to  my  teachers, 
*'  who  will  foon  have  a  great  feftival,  to  rejoice  that 
*'  the  Creator  of  all  things  was  born  into  the  world  as 
"  a  poor  child  to  redeem  us."  He  uttered  fuch  a  dif* 
courfe  upon  this  fubjecl,  as  amazed  them  all ;  as  his 
brother,  who  alfo  concurred  with  him  therein,  told  us. 
Yet  when  he  was  to  go  away,  the  favages  made  another 
trial,  and  would  have  him  come  only  once  to  a  dance 
fome  other  time,  becaufe  he  had  been  always  a  great 
mafter  in  this  art ;  but  he  replied  :  "  They  fhould  rather 
"  lay  to  heart  what  he  had  told  them,  for  he  was  quite 
*'  in  earneft,"  His  brother,  who  is  lately  come  to  feel 
his  miiery  and  to  long  for  grace,  exprefted  himfelf  to 
them  in  the  fame  manner. 

§7- 
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§7. 

There  were  alfo  traces  of  a  work  of  grace  among  the 
reft  of  the  Greenland  inhabitants,  though  attended  with 
many  viciffitudes.  It  was  the  fame  among  the  baptized. 
Anna,  Samuel's  wife,  being  ence  dangeroufly  fick, 
was  afked,  whether  fhe  was  ftill  afraid  of  death  like  the 
left  of  the  Greenlanders?  fhe  anfwered,  "No,  I  know 
**  well  that  I  am  very  defective  and  ftill  tardy,  but  yet, 
*'  I  truft  our  Saviour  will  take  me  to  himfelf  in  mercy."' 
And  during  her  ficknefs,  fhe  often  prayed  to  our  Saviour 
by  day  and  night  from  the  bottom  ot  her  heart.  One 
might  almoft  fay,  that  her  huft)and  prayed  her  well ;  for 
he  had  a  ftrenuous  and  ftedfaft  faith  which  no  obftacles 
could  baffle,  and  when  he  had  a  fuit  to  make,  he  faid, 
*•'  My  Saviour,  I  know  that  all  things  are  poflible  to 
*'.thee;  now  as  thou  haft  bid  us  aflc  what  we  are  in 
"  want  of,  therefore  I  pray  thee  hear  me  even  at  pre- 
*'  fent."  And  many  times,  what  he  prayed  for,  came 
to  pafs. 

But  the  malicious  enemy  plotted  foon  after  to  breed 
difliarmony  between  this  firft  believing  married  couple, 
in  order  to  bring  a  blemifli  upon  the  truth,  and  to 
render  Samuel  ufelefs.  Some  mifchief-makers,  out  of 
rancor  and  envy,  tried  to  make  his  wife  believe,  that 
\\t  had  taken  her  fervant-maid  for  his  fecondary  wife. 
Anna  examined  narrowly  into  it,  and  was  '  foon  con- 
vinced that  it  was  only  the  wanton  lies  of  wicked 
people  that  had  fomented  herjealoufy,  and  mifled  her  to 
utter  hard  words.  Yet  Samuel  was  alfo  much  afliamed, 
that  he  had  not  fliewn  due  patience  and  meeknefs  when 
fhe  charged  him  with  it.  The  brethren  make  this  re- 
mark on  the  occafion  :  **  We  fee  that  our  Saviour  ho- 
*'  nours  him  more  and  more  with  the  participation  of  his 
*'  honourable  reproach  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  endows 
■•''  him  by  his  blood  with  more  and  more  ftrength  to 
'"'  bear  it  willingly  after  him." 

Thefe  nov/  were  the  firft  good  efTe<£ls  of  the  teftimony 
concerning  the  crucified  Jefus,  whereof  one  of  the 
brethren  writes  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  as  follows : 
'*  As  I  was  fpeaking  in  the  meeting  of  the  wounds 
**  and  nail-prints  of  Jefu£j  an  invifiblc  power  ftir red  in 

♦*  my 
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my  heart  and  the  hearts  of  all  prefent  There  has 
been  a  particular  fpirit  of  life  among  us  for  fome  time, 
fo  that  fcarce  a  foul  has  remained  untouched,  nay- 
even  the  little  children,  that  ftill  fuck  at  the  breaft, 
beein  to  lifp  the  name  of  Jefus  and  his  blood. 

**  Here  Is  our  hand ;  us,  Lord,  afTift 

*'  To  execute ;  moft  glad  will  we 

*'  Thy  helpers  in  all  hardfhips  be, 
*'  Until  we  once  together  reft." 


The  ninth  Year  1741. 

§1. 

TH  E  gracious  working  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  very  powerful  on  the  Greenlanders 
during  the  remainder  of  the  winter ;  and  many  ftirrings, 
to  us  joyful,  difcovered  themfelves  among  the  neighbour- 
ing favages,  fo  that  there  were  hopes  of  winning  many 
of  them  as  a  triumph  of  their  Redeemer's  paflion.  Mean 
while  the  firftling  Samuel,  after  he  had  affiduoully  help- 
ed in  the  tranflations,  and  made  a  couple  of  blelTed  vi- 
fits  to  the  heathen  in  company  of  the  miflionaries,  haft- 
ened  to  his  happy  exit.  I  will  briefly  recite  their  own 
words  concerning  it  out  of  their  Diary. 

"  In  February  v/e  have  been  diligently  at  work  in 
"  tranllating  the  harmony  of  the  four  evangelifts.  Sa- 
*'  muel  and  Sarah  have  allifted  us  faithfully  therein,  and 
*'  at  the  fame  time  the  words  of  our  Saviour  have  proy- 
*'  ed  very  lively  to  their  own  hearts.  We  difcourfe  with 
**  them  every  day  about  fome  truth  or  other,  becaufe 
*'  they  can  illuftrate  them  to  others  better  than  we, 
'*  which  we  often  hear  them  do  to  our  furprize.  Sa- 
*'  muel  has  alfo  been  twice  abroad  to  tell  the  heathen 
*'  fomething  of  Jefus  the  friend  of  finners.  They  woujd 
*'  not  hear  him  the  firft  time,  but  turned  his  difcourfe 
*'  into  ridicule.  He  came  home  with  grief,  and  pray- 
**  ed  our  Saviour  with  tears  to  look  in  mercy  upon  hi» 
^'  and  his  country  people's  mifery.  Soon  after,  he  went 
*'  to  Kangek,  and  found  fome  hearers  full  of  defire^ 
"  whom  he  told  with  alacrity,  how  good  it  v/as  to  be- 

«  Icr.^ 
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"  long  to  Jefus.  We  rejoiced  with  him  at  the  grace  our 
"  Saviour  had  beftowed  on  him.     On  the  i8th  he  was 
*'  uncommonly  afFe£^ed   in  a  converfation  about  the 
"  blood  of  Jefus,  and  his  love  to  finners.     The  21ft  he 
"  was  taken  fick  of  a  cough,  attended  with  pleuritic 
'^  flitches.    We  fpoke  with  him  of  the  tranfitorinefs  of 
"  this  momentary  life,  which  fhould  induce  us  to  refio-n 
*'  ourfelves  daily  into  our  Saviour's  hands.    Durino-  our 
"  difcourfe  he  grew  fo  faint,  that  he  could  neither  hear 
*'  nor  fee.  We  prayed  with  him,  and  during  the  prayer 
*'  he  came  again  to  himfelf,  and  diredtly  began  himfelf 
*'  to  pray  in  the  midft  of  the  moft  acute  pains  fo  heartily 
*'  and  confidently,  that  we  and  all  the  Greenlanders 
"  ftanding  about  him  were  amazed.  After  that  he  found 
*'  fome  mitigation.  The  25th  it  feized  him  again  fo  vio- 
*'  lently,  that  his  breath  was  often  quite  flopped.     Yet 
*'  amidfl  the  greateft  agonies,  his  carriage  and  mien  was 
*'  compofed  and  folid,  and  when  his  domeflics  would 
*'  talk  any  thing  to  him  about  earthly  affairs,  he  defired 
"  them  not  to  encumber  his  heart  with  fuch  things,  for 
*'  he  had  our  Saviour  conflantly  in  his  heart  and  mind. 
*'  When  they  once  began  to  weep,  he  faid  :  Don't  be 
*'  grieved  about  me ;  have  you  not  often  heard  that  be- 
*"■  lievers,  v/hen  they  die,  go  to  our  Saviour,  and  par- 
"  take  of  his  eternal  joy  ?  You  know  that  I  am  the  firfi: 
"  of  you  that  was  converted  by  our  Saviour,  and  now  it 
*'  is  his  will  that  I  ftiall  be  the  firft  to  go  to  him.  If  you 
'*  are  faithful  to  the  end,  we  fliall  fee  one  another  again 
*'  before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb,  and  rejoice  forever  at 
"  the  grace  he  has  conferred  upon  us.     In  the  mean 
"  time  he  will  know  how  to  provide  food  for  you  all, 
'*  and  particularly  for  my  wife."  Then  he  entreated  us 
"  to  take  the  charge  of  her,  and  the  reft  that  he  left  be- 
"  hind,  both  fpiritually  and  temporally,  and  efpecially 
"  of  his  fon  Aiatthew,  who  was  not  yet  returned  froih 
''  the  fouth,  and  of  one  of  the  two  little  fons  that  were 
"  born  to  him  the  ifl  of  laft  January;  he  defired  us  to 
•'  look  upon  thefe  two  as  our  own  children,  and  to  keep 
'-  them  here  in  cafe  his  wife  fliould  remove  from  us. 
■'  Then  we  prayed  with  him,  and  fung  fome  hymns, 
■'  and  he  could  join  fometimes  in  finging.     The  26th 
''  we  fpoke  to  him  about  the  Lamb  of  God,  how  he  had 

"  borne 
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"  bdrrie  our  fins  and  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  and 
'^*  that;  he  prayed  and  fweated  blood  in  the  great  anguifh. 
^^  of  his  foul,  to  redeem  us  from  everlafting  pain  and 
*^  anguifh.  He  faid :  he  knew  very  well  that  his  paia 
•"  was  nothing  to  what  our  Saviour  had  endured  for 
*'  him,  and  he  believed  too  that  he  had  not  only  de- 
"  ferved  much  greater  bodily  pain  for  his  wicked  life, 
*'  but  eternal  damnation  befides ;  yet  he  firmly  believed- 
**  that  the  Son  of  God  became  man  and  fhed  his  blood 
*'  to  deliver  him  from  all  fin,  and  to  procure  eternal 
*'  life  for,  him.  The  27th  we  fpoke  to  him  on  Matt. 
X.  22.  He  that  endureih  to  the  end,  Jhall  ha  Javcd.  He 
**  was  very  much  cheared  by  it,  and  told  us  that  every 
*'  thing  he  had  heard  in  the  days  of  his  healthy  was 
"  now  much  clearer  to  his  heart.  He  was  much  weak- 
*'  er  in  the  afternoon ;  all  the  fix  days  he  had  conftant- 
"  ly  fat  upright,  becaufe  he  could  not  move  for  excef- 
*'  five  pain.  The  Danifli  miflionary  vifited  him  to-day, 
"  as  indeed  he  had  done  every  day,  and  fpoke  to  hini„ 
*'  becaufe  he  acknowled";ed  the  grace  our  Saviour  had 
*'  endowed  him  with,  and  loved  him  very  much..  Novi'- 
*'  juft  as  we  were  fpeaking  with  him  of  the  goodnefs  of 
*'  the  Lord,  he  bowed  his  head  and  refted  it  upon  his 
**  hands,  as  if  he  had  a  mind  to  fleep.  But  we  foon 
"  perceived  that  he  was  near  his  departure ;  therefore 
*'  we  kneeled  down,  and  committed  his  foul  to  the  arms 
*'  of  Jefus.  His  wife  Anna  and  his  brother  Kuyayak 
*'  were  very  refigned,  quite  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of 
*'  the  Greenlanders,  and  defired  us  to  bury  him  accor- 
"  ding  to  the  manner  of  believers.  Accordingly  we 
**  carried  his  corpfe  into  our  houfe,  dreffed  it  in  white 
**  and  laid  it  in  a  ccffin.  The  28th  the  miffionaries, 
*'  fadlors,  boatmen  and  Greenlanders  of  the  colony 
*'  came  hither  to  his  interment.  Firft  we  fung  feme 
•'  hymns,  that  ufedto  make  a  particular  impreffion  upon 
*'  the  deceafed.  After  a  difcourfe  on  John  v.  24 — 29 
*'  four  Greenland  boys  carried  his  remains  to  our  new 
*'  burying-place,  which  was  at  the  fame  time  confe- 
*'  crated  with  this  tranfadion.  At  the  grave  one  of  the 
**  Danifli  mifllonaries  gave  a  (hort  exhortation  to  the 
*'  company  prefent,  on  the  words  :  1  am  the  rejurreSllon 
*'  and  th(  iifcy  &c.  and  told  them  that  a  believer  does. 
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**  not  die,  but  at  his  departure  begins  truly  to  live,  and 
*'  lives  for  evermore.  Then  we  kneeled  down  upon  the 
*'  fnow  under  the  canopy  of  the  firmament,  and  gave 
**  back  to  our  Saviour  this  our  firftling,  with  our 
*'  bounden  thanks  for  the  grace  he  had  imparted  to  us 
"  and  this  our  happily  departed  brother,  fmce  we  had 
*'  been  acquainted  together.  The  Greenlanders  won- 
*'  dered  at  all  that  they  faw  and  heard,  becaufe  it  is 
*'  perfectly  contrary  to  their  way  for  people  to  be  fo 
*'  willing,  active  and  afFeftionate  in  the  laft  offices  to  a 
*'  corpfe,  except  it  is  their  neareft  relation. 

"  Now,  tenderly  beloved  brethren,  you  may  eafily 
*'  imagine  how  it  was  with  us  at  this  event.  Should  we 
**  confult  our  reafon  about  it,  we  fhould  certainly  not 
"  know  what  to  think.  For  we  know  beft,  what  a 
*'  jewel  and  what  a  help  our  late  brother  has  been  to  us, 
*'  efpecially  in  tranflating,  for  we  needed  but  to  tell  him 
*'  a  veri'e  with  half  Greenland  words,  and  he  knew 
*'  direftly  how  to  model  it  according  to  the  Greenland 
*'  idiom.  We  have  vifibly  perceived  this  winter  that 
"  our  Saviour  accelerated  hisconfummation.  He  was  a 
*'  lively  active  witnefs  among  his  people,  and  anointed, 
*'  ferious  and  folid  both  in  his  difcourfes  and  prayers. 
"  We  have  feen  that  his  teflimony  has  been  a  blefling 
**  to  many  fouls,  and  have  perceived  by  the  fequel,  that 
"  even  through  his  going  home  to  our  Saviour,  more 
*'  ftirring  and  life  takes  place  among  the  Green- 
«  landers." 

§2. 

This  was  foon  difcernible  in  his  widow,  who  often 
recolleiled  the  words  of  her  hufband  with  blefling, 
yielded  more  room  to  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
gave  real  proofs  that  Ihe  was  not  like  the  other  heathen 
who  have  no  hope.  But  as  fhe  had  now  no  provider, 
the  brethren  took  her  and  her  children  under  their  care, 
that  want  might  not  drive  her  to  herheathenifh  relations 
before  we  could  ftation  her  in  fome  proper  Greenland 
family  again. 

Samuel's  departure  had  alfo  fome  good  efFe£l  on  his 
brother  Kuyayak,  who  had  hitherto  no  full  mind 
to  be  converted.     "  It  is  true  (faid  he)  I  have  been  as 

"  yet 


Relation  of  New-Herrnhut  1741.        17 

*'  yet  undetermined  whether  I  would  remain  with  you 
*'  or  not.  But  fmce  I  have  feen  how  faithfully  my  bro- 
*'  ther  adhered  to  the  Saviour,  and  how  joyous  his  end 
**  was,  I  very  much  regret  my  negligence,  that  I  have 
*'  not  taken  better  notice  of  the  words  of  our  Saviour  ; 
*'  but  now  I  am  come  to  a  refolution  to  follow  my 
*'  brother's  example,  that  I  may  die  with  chearfulnefs 
**  when  it  fhall  pleafe  God."  But  alas !  foon  after,  his 
wife  dying,  he  was  again  irrefolute.  Her  end  was  very 
different  from  Samuel's,  for  as  fhe  was  not  endowed 
with  the  fame  fpirit  in  her  life,  fo  there  was  fuch 
a  glaring  difparity  in  her  ficknefs  and  death,  that  it  was 
confpicuous  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  Greenlanders,  and 
animated  them  to  a  zealous  emulation  of  Samuel's  in- 
ftrudlive  example.  Only  it  had  not  this  effecl  upon  her 
hufband.  In  the  fpring  he  went  with  his  family  to  the 
iflands,  as  all  the  Greenlanders  are  wont  to  do  for  their 
livelihood.  The  farewel  was  attended  with  tears  on 
both  fides,  he  as  well  as  all  the  reft  promifed  to  think 
frequently  on  what  they  had  heard  during  the  winter. 
When  he  came  on  a  vifit,  he  affured  them  that  he  had 
not  yet  forgot  it ;  and  that  word  particularly  recurred 
often  to  his  mind,  that  Jefus  had  fhcd  his  blood  for 
fmners.  He  came  alfo  according  to  promife,  and  lived 
the  following  winter  with  the  brethren ;  but  as  to  his 
converfion  it  came  to  nothing,  for  the  next  year  he  went 
quite  away  towards  the  north,  and  on  the  way  he  loft 
fcis  life. 

Of  his  fon  Kuanak  they  had  better  hopes,  but  alfo 
more  trouble  about  him  becaufe  of  the  inconftancy  of 
his  father.  He  was  a  boy  of  a  baftiful  but  childlike 
mind,  {hewed  a  hearty  love  to  our  Saviour  and  to  thofe 
that  believed,  and  was  often  feen  alone  at  prayer.  He 
was  indeed  obliged  to  go  with  his  father  to  the  iflands 
for  food,  but  feldom  miffed  an  opportunity  of  vifking 
his  teachers,  who  found  fo  much  the  greater  defire  in 
him  after  the  word  of  life,  the  more  he  learnt  to  difcern 
the  difference  between  believers  and  unbelievers.  "  I 
*'  am  often  quite  anxious  (laid  he)  amona;  the  heathens, 
**  therefore  I  implore  our  Saviour  to  give  me  grace  and 
"  ftrength,  that  I  may  never  ftray  from  him  ;  for  I  can 
*^  find  reft  no  where,  but  when  I  caft  myfslf  at  Jefus's 

Vol.  II.  B  <*  feet, 
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**  feet,  and  lay  my  heart  before  him  in  the  condition  it 
"  is  in."  He  had  a  great  deure  to  have  ftayed  with  his 
teachers,  but  was  obliged  at  laft  to  follow  his  father  on 
his  voyage  to  the  north,  and  after  his  death  he  came 
back  as  a  poor  cripple. 

Grace  difplayed  itfelf  powerfully  even  on  refraftory 
adverfaries.  Olcutfuk  the  fmgle  woman,  who  had  re- 
turned fuch  an  impudent  anfwer  to  the  reproof  given 
her  for  lying,  and  had  loft  herfelfthis  fummer  among 
the  favages,  having  been  a  fpe£lator  of  Samuel's  edifying 
exit,  came  again  and  faid,  That  though  fhe  had  been 
ever  fmce  among  the  heathen,  yet  fhe  had  been  deeply- 
convinced  of  her  mifery,  and  had  now  an  ardent  deiire 
to  experience  the  power  of  Jefus's  blood  in  her  heart, 
and  to  be  baptized.  She  perfevered  in  this  mind  with 
great  zeal,  and  at  laft  forfook  her  great  and  wealthy 
family,  and  came  again  in  the  winter  to  the  believers. 

The  faithfulnefs  of  Tppegau  in  felling  the  brethren 
victuals  at  the  time  of  their  extreme  diftrefs  five  years 
ago,  was  requited  him  in  his  children.  His  daughter, 
who  lived  at  the  colony,  was  very  powerfully  laid  hold 
of,  could  feldom  hear  an  exhortation  without  tears,  and 
earneftly  longed  that  our  Saviour  would  be  gracious  to 
her,  and  wafh  away  her  fins  with  his  blood  *. 

§3. 

Such  inftances  of  heathens  of  both  fexes,  in  whom 
the  grace  of  our  Saviour  demonftratcd  its  power,  excited 
the  reft  to  come  oftner  to  vifit  us,  and  to  give  more 
diligent  heed  to  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  which  they 
did  with  an  impreffion  from  whence  abundant  fruit 
might  be  expected  in  time.  The  mifiionaries  turned 
this  good  difpofition  to  advantage,  and  made  many 
excurfions  to  them.  I  fhall  only  tranfcribe  a  compen* 
dium  of  one  out  of  their  diary. 

"  As  our  Greenlanders  would  go  to  vifit  their  friends 
"  at  Kangek  on  the  loth  of  January,  it  was  thought 
*'  proper  that  one  of  us  ftiould  go  with  them,  to  inftruct 
*'  them  and  the  inhabitants  there.  We  fortunately 
*'  came  to  a  place  where  there  were  fix  houfes  and 

,    *  Twenty  years  after,  many  ®f  this  man's  family  and  pofterity  have 
been  feiziid  by  grace  and  baptized, 

**  many 
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*  many  people.     In  the  evening  I  and  Samuel  *  fpoke 
*'  with  the  men,  Sarah  of  her  own  accord  accofted  the 
*'  women,    and  Kuanak  the  boys.     They  lead  a  quiet 
**  life  here.     The  12th  I  went  to  another  place  where 
*'  four  houfes  ftand.     We  fpoke  with  the  people,    and 
"  perceived  a  ftirring  among  them.     But  in  one  houfe 
*'  we  could   fpeak  nothing,    they  were  quite  taken  up 
*'  with  lamentations   over    fomebody    that    was    dead, 
**  The  13th  our  Saviour  gave  me  grace  to  fpeak  of  his 
**  fufFerings  with  impreflion.     They  had  a  deal  of  talk 
"  among  themfelves  about  it.     Some  embraced  the  word, 
*'  and  were  defirous  of  hearing  more ,  but  others  fecretly 
*'  murmured  that  we  interrupted  them  in  their  diverfions. 
*'  My  heart   rejoices   to  fee   how  our  baptized  people 
*'  fcatter  abroad  the  feed   they  have  gathered  at  home  i 
*'  and  I  take  notice  that  our  Saviour  blefles  it.     The  reft 
*'  are  badly  ofF:  They  can  no  more  confort  with  the 
*'  heathens,    for  they  are  enlightned  and  convinced  by 
**  the  words  they  hear  every  day ;  and  yet  they  have  not 
**  ftrength   enough  to    break  through.     Many    of  the 
*'  inhabitants  here  are  wrought  upon.     We  had  a  blef- 
*'  fed  converfation  with  them  till  late  at  night.     The 
*'  14th  we  went  to  Kangek  again.     Our  Saviour  gave 
*'  us  grace  to  (hew  the  heathen  fundamentally  the  true 
*'  ftate  of  their  hearts.     Some  confelTed  the  roguery  of 
*'  their  legerdemain,    and  Kafliak   the  great  conjurer  f 
*'  begins  to  be  afhamed.     In  the  evening  one  of  them 
*'  began  to  fmg  and  dance.     I  went  to  him  and  afked 
"  him,  if  he  knew  what  our  Saviour  had  done  to  redeem 
*'  us  ?    He  faid.    No !    Then   I  told  him,    that  he  had 
*'  permitted  his   hands  and  feet  to  be   pierced  through 
*'  with  nails,  and  that  people  put  vinegar  and  gall  to  his 
*'  mouth  to  drink,  that  he  might  do  penance  for  our  fm- 
*'  ful  abufe  of  our  members,    and  confecrate   them   for 
*'  his  fervice,  ^V.     At  this  he  was  abafhed.     I  fpoke 
*'  with  the  people  all  the  evening  upon  this  fubje£l,  and 
*'  felt  well  among  them.     The  15th  there  was  a  par- 
*'  ticular  motion  of  grace  among  the  men,  as  I  fpoke  to 
**  them  of  the  atonement  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.     The 

•  At  that  time  Samuel  was  ftill  alive, 
■f  One  of  his  fons  is  now  baptijed. 

B  2  «  i6th 
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"  i6th  I  vlfited  in  another  place.  The  Kangek  people 
"  always  think,  that  all  muft  be  read  out  of  a  book,  and 
''  when  we  come,  they  afk  dire6lly  where  our  books  are. 
"  Sarah  told  them,  the  Holy  Ghoft  was  the  beft  fchool- 
"  mafter ;  if  he  rules  in  the  heart,  and  makes  the  word 
"  of  God  to  become  truth  in  one's  foul,  then  a  perfon 
"  can  alfo  fpeak  without  book.  In  Tettamak's  houfe* 
*'  powerful  effe£ls  of  grace  were  felt,  and  fome  confefled 
*'  that  they  were  corrupt  and  wanted  a  Saviour.  Oa 
*'  the  1 8th  was  a  violent' ftorm,  whicll  drove  in  the 
*'  windows,  and  blew  many  things  belonging  to  their 
^'  boats  into  the  fea.  I  defcrlbed  to  them  our  Saviour's 
**  omnipotence,  and  how  he  could  make  a  final  end  of 
*'  them  and  all  creatures  in  a  moment :  But  he  would 
"  wait  longer  for  their  convcrfion,  becaufe  he  loved  their 
*'  fouls,  and  muft  have  multitudes  more  as  the  reward 
*'  of  his  fufferings.  Some  of  them  defired  me  to  pray  for 
"  the  averting  of  the  ftorm.  I  told  them,  if  they  were 
*'  afraid,  they  fhould  pray  themfelves.  They  replied, 
*'  they  could  not;  and  I  added,  I  would  not,  becaufe  I 
*'  thought  it  was  our  Saviour's  good  pleafure  that  a 
"  ftorm  fliould  rage  once.  The  19th  fome  of  them 
*'  vifited  me.  I  put  them  in  mind  how  many  years  they 
"  had  heard  of  God,  and,  as  they  pretended,  believed 
*'  in  him  and  called  upon  him  in  their  diftrefs  :  But  they 
'*  had  ftill  no  right  knowledge  of  Jefus,  and  the  reafoii 
"  of  his  coming  into  the  world,  and  what  he  had  pur- 
*'  chafed  for  us  by  his  fufFerings  and  blood-ftiedding,  and 
*'  much  lefs  had  they  any  vital  experience  of  it,  but 
*'  would  rather  hear  of  other  things  than  this  one  thing 
"  needful.  They  acknowledged  it  to  be  true,  defired 
"  more  inftru6fion,  and  begged  that  when  we  could  not 
*'  come  ourfelves,  we  would  often  fend  Samuel  to  in- 
*'  ftrudt  them.  The  20th  I  fpoke  of  our  Saviour's  re- 
"  furreition,  and  counfelled  them  to  ariie  from  the  flecp 
"  of  fm.  It  afFefted  them,  a:id  many  refolved  to  go 
*'  with  us,  to  get  more  information  about  our  Saviour. 
*'  In  the  evening  Samuel  fpoke  with  peculiar  energy  of 
*'  the  bleeding  Reconciler,  who  yielded  up  his  members 
*'  to  fuch  a  painful  death,  that  we  fliould  not  employ  our 

*  A  noted  forceier  and  murderer,  whofe  children  in  proccfs  of  time  were 
refcued  and  favcci, 

*'  mem- 
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'  members  any  more  in  the  fervice  of  fin,  but  as  inflru- 
'  ments  of  righteoufnefs  all  the  days  of  our  lives.  The  , 
'  23d  the  weather  was  ftormy.  Now  as  they  had  no^ 
*  viduals,  I  told  them  that  God  did  not  willinglv 
'  affliil  and  grieve  the  children  of  men,  but  only  toroufe 
'  them  to  reflection,  that  they  might  look  through  his 
'  works  to  himfelf,  thank  him  for  his  gifts,  and  not 
'  abufe  them  in  fm  and  luxury.  The  24th  I  reminded 
'  them  once  more  of  all  that  they  had  heard  of  the  love 
'  of  our  Saviour  to  their  fouls  during  this  laft  fortnight, 
'  leoDmmended  them  to  his  grace,  and  invited  thofe 
'  that  had  a  pleafure  in  hearing  God's  word  to  vifit  us. 
'  And  one  family  did  follow  us  to  our  home." 

§  4. 
Amons  thcfe  was  an  unmarried  Greenlander,  called 
Arbalik,  in  whom  the  grace  of  our  Saviour  had  greatly 
difplayed  itfelf,  and  as  he  was  of  a  brifk  temper  and 
bright  genius,  the  brethren  had  good  hopes  that  the 
Lord  would  prepare  him  in  time  for  an  ufeful  inftrument 
among  his  people.  But  he  could  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
inftru6lion  only  two  months,  after  which  he  was  obliged 
to  follow  the  head  of  the  houfe  and  his  family  a  great 
way  off,  a  hunting  and  fifhing  ;  and  now  time  muft  fhew 
whether  this  fcholar  of  grace  would  prefent  himfelf  again 
foon,  or  many  years  hence,  or  never  any  more.  Thus 
they  were  always  obliged  to  fow  in  hope,  and  to  lea\e  it 
to  the  Lord  of  the  harveft  when  and  how  they  fhould 
reap  the  fruit ;  for  as  yet  they  could  not  fee  how  the 
roving  Greenlanders  could  be  accuftomed  to  fettle  and 
dwell  together.  But  their  hopes  of  this  youth  were  foon 
revived,  for  he  miffed  no  opportunity  of  vifiting  his 
teachers,  and  as  faft  as  he  could,  he  extricated  himfelf 
and  his  mother  from  the  houfe-company  they  lived  with, 
and  came  to  the  brethren  intirely.  They  received  thefe 
two  people  with  joy,  made  them  a  tent,  and  lodged 
Samuel's  widow,  her  children,  and  Sarah  with  them, 
and  thefe  Arbalik  was  to  maintain  as  their  provider. 
Afterwards  when  he  made  an  excurfion  to  the  iflands 
with  his  family  for  provifion,  he  did  not  conceal  the 
grace  he  had  enioycd,  but  rejoiced  when  he  found  hungry 
hearts  among  the  heathen  to  hear  him  j  yet  at  the  fame 
B  3  time 
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time  lamented  that  he  himfelf  was  Hill  fo  wretched  and 
ignorant. 

§5- 
This  was  the  only  family  that  dwelt  this  fummer  with 
the  brethren.  But  in  October  three  numerous  families 
.  took  up  their  winter-quarters  there,  moft  of  whom  had  an 
earneft  defire  after  a  Saviour.  The  brethren  did  their  beft 
to  teach  and  ground  them  in  the  dodrines  of  the  gofpel ; 
and  in  this  the  tranflation  of  the  harmony  of  the  evange- 
Tifts,  which  was  finiflicd  this  month,  was  of  eminent  fer- 
vice.  A  difcourfe  on  John  vii.  17.  If  any  man  xvill  do  his 
will,  hejhall  know  of  the  do£irine  whether  it  be  of  God^  was 
premifed  as  a  preparative  to  the  daily  reading  and  ex- 
pounding of  the  Words  or  Sayings  of  Jefus,  which  was 
rarely  done  without  benefit ;  and  they  afterwards  faw  ma- 
nifold tokens  of  its  blcffing.  And  that  the  Greenlanders 
in  tempeftuous  weather,  when  frequently  no  one  can  put 
their  head  out  of  doors,  might  not  be  deftitute  of  the 
means  of  edification,  the  brethren  committed  a  family- 
meeting  to  Arbalik  and  Kuanak,  in  which  they  fhould 
fing,  pray,  and  repeat  the  inftruflions  they  had  heard  to 
their  people  ;  and  this  alfo  had  its  ufe. 

The  children  had  a  fchool  begun  again,  and  this  time 
there  were  eight  in  number.  A  new  ftirring  was  perceiv- 
ed among  them,  they  fpoke  of  the  ftate  of  their  hearts  as 
far  as  their  underftanding  reached,  and  often  with  much 
more  feeling  than  the  adult.  Kuanak's  fifter,  twelve 
years  old,  was  deeply  touched  by  the  word  of  Jefus's  Paf- 
iion,  and  foraetimes  of  her  own  accord  took  the  children 
together,  fpoke  to  them,  and  prayed  with  them  fo  hearti- 
ly, that  the  brethren  could  not  hear  it  without  joy  and 
refpeft.  Once  when  two  of  the  teachers  were  dange- 
roully  fick,  the  children  came  much  to  them,  kneeled 
down  by  their  beds,  and  prayed  with  tears  to  our  Saviour 
that  he  would  fpare  them  longer  to  them  j  and  their  pray- 
ers were  heard. 

§  6. 

But  as  the  number  of  the  brethren  was  diminifhed  by 
Matthew  Stach's  laft  year's  vifit  to  the  congregation,  and 
as  it  was  reduced  ftill  fmaller  this  year  by  the  departure  of 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian  Margraf  to  Germany,  who  was  often  fick,  and 
befides  could  not  learn  the  language ;  therefore  Daniel 
Shneider^  a  Moravian,  was  fent  to  affift  them  in  their  fe- 
cular  avocations  for  a  year,  but  if  he  found  an  inclina- 
tion and  could  learn  the  Greenland  language,  it  fhould 
be  at  his  option  to  ftay  there. 

A  Greenland  boy  and  a  fingle  woman,  whom  Mr.  Paul 
Egede  took  with  him  laft  year  from  Chriftian's-Hope, 
came  back  with  the  fhip.  The  boy  was  our  Arbalik's 
brother,  and  would  gladly  have  flayed  with  him,  but  he 
was  directed  to  the  miilionary  Mr.  Drachart  at  the 
colony. 

Though  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  a  complete  ac- 
count of  the  Danifli  miflion,  for  want  of  adequate  and 
authentic  memoirs,  yet  I  cannot  omit  giving  fome  account 
here  of  the  neighbourly  friendfhip  and  mutual  fervices 
between  this  Danifh  and"  the  German  miffionaries.  This 
miilionary  came  into  the  country  with  two  catechifts  in 
1739.  By  fome  particular  monuments  of  grace  among 
our  Greenlanders,  he  was  induced  to  enter  into  a  clofer 
acquaintance  with  the  brethren,  conferred  often  with 
them  about  the  beft  method  of  reaching  the  hearts  of  the 
heathen,  vifited  them  often  in  company  with  them,  and 
as  the  event  teftified,  not  without  a  bleffing.  He  alfo 
believed  it  could  not  be  wrong,  nor  any  diminution  to  his 
office  and  church-order,  if  he  defired  their  affiftance  iii 
the  preparations  for  baptifm,  fo  as  they  made  ufe  of  his 
affiftance  on  the  like  occafions  of  theirs.  He  poured  out 
his  grief  to  them,  whenever  he  did  not  direclly  fee  all 
that  fruit  from  his  labour  which  he  wifhed  for ;  though 
the  brethren  faw  apparently  that  the  Lord  was  with  him, 
for  they  could  point  out  to  him  many  a  foul  among  his 
flock  of  Greenlanders,  that  had  not  only  a  dictated  head- 
knowledge,  but  a  true  defire  after  grace  in  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  though  they  were  not  yet  quite  ftedfaft  and  im- 
moveable. Now  as  he  defired  their  counfel  according  to 
their  infight  and  experience,  they  advifed  him  not  to  aim 
fo  much  at  having  a  great  number,  as  at  bringing  thofe 
that  were  awakened  by  the  word  to  a  true  foundation  and 
vital  knowledge,  and  therefore,  befides  the  general  and 
perfonal  inftrudlions,  to  promote  fellowfhip  alfo  among 
thofe  few,  that  fo  when  he  could  not  be  with  them,  they 
B  4  flight 


24     HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.    B.  VI 

might  incite  and  encourage  one  another,  and  fpread  their 
petitions  before  our  Saviour.  He  difcerned  the  propriety 
of  this  counfel,  and  its  benefit  and  ufe  fliewed  itfelf  plain- 
er from  year  to  year. 

The  brethren  clofe  the  diary  of  this  year  with  thefe 
words :  "  Now,  dear  brethren,  you  will  fee  pretty 
*'  clearly  by  thefe  accounts  what  our  Saviour  hath  done 
"  for  us  as  v/ell  as  the  Greenlanders  hitherto.  We  find 
*'  in  reality  matter  enough  to  adore  him  for  his  mercy, 
**  and  for  the  proofs  of  his  grace  and  glory :  Yet  when 
*'  we  examine  ourfelves  before  his  face,  we  muft  confefs 
"  with  forrow  and  humiliation  that  we  are  poor  in  truth. 
"  But  we  pray  to  be  poorer  and  viler  in  our  own  eyes,  if 
*'  we  are  only  ftronger  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that 
*'  we  may  labour  among  the  heathen  with  courage  and 
*'  faith,  till  a  flock  of  Greenlanders  fall  down  with  us 
*'  and  adore  at  the  feet  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  bled 
"  to  death  for  us.  He  hath  faid  it,  he  will  do  it,  and  we 
"  believe  it." 


The  Tenth  Year  1742. 

§  I. 

MATTHEW  Stach,  the  miiTionary  that  had  been 
longefl  here,  who  went  two  years  ago  to  Ger- 
many, returned  this  year  with  his  wife,  and  brought 
another  brother  with  him  to  take  care  of  the  children. 
When  he  went  from  hence,  he  arrived  juft  opportunely, 
in  December,  to  the  fynod  of  the  brethren's  church  in 
Marienborn,  and  thus  could  deliver  in  to  the  convocated 
fervants  of  the  church  a  verbal  account  of  the  miflion  in 
Greenland.  Not  long  after  he  accompanied  the  Count  in 
his  journey  to  Geneva  :  In  his  return  through  Switzer- 
land, Wittenberg,  and  Franconia,  he  rejoiced  our  friends, 
as  well  as  afterwards  his  old  acquaintance  in  Herrnhut, 
with  his  vifit  and  relation,  and  abode  the  reft  of  the  fum- 
mer  in  Wetteravia.  December  12,  1741,  being  in  Ma- 
rienborn, he  was  ordained  a  prieft  by  Polycarp  Miller, 
then-bifhop  of  the  brethren,  and  foon  after  fct  out  on  his 
return  to  Greenland. 

January 
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January  24.,  1742,  he  prcfented  an  humble  petition  at 
Copenhagen,  requefting  the  abrogation  of  fome  galling 
reftriftionsboth  in  their  fecular  and  fpiritual  proceedings, 
and  the  worthy  college  of  miflions  having  delivered  in 
their  fentiments,  he  was  honoured  with  a  moft  gracious 
edi£l,  dated  March  16,  1742,  fully  to  his  fatisfadion  ; 
in  which,  among  other  things,  are  the  following  words 
in  Danifh,  relating  to  his  ordination,  and  his  minifterial 
cfRce  refting  upon  it :  Jt  vi  allernaadi^i  ville,  at  denne 
ordineerede  Matthseus  Stach  maae  herefter  vare  de  Groen- 
landjke Mcer'tjke  Brcederes  ordentlige  Larer,  og  i den  qualite 
fcrrette  Daaben  og  alle  bos  dennem  forfaldende  A£lus  Minif- 
teriales,  i^c,  Jn  Englifh  thus :  "  It  is  our  gracious 
*'  will,  that  the  now  ordained  Matthew  Stach  fhaU  be 
*'  henceforward  the  regular  teacher  of  the  Greenland 
"  Moravian  brethren,  and  in  that  quality  may  admi- 
*'  nifter  baptifm,  and  all  minifterlal  acls  ufual  among 
«  them,"  &c. 

April  23  he  fet  fail  for  Greenland,  but  contrary  winds 
retarded  his  landing  till  July  17.  He  brought  fome  build- 
ing materials  to  enlarge  their  houfe,  which  was  become 
too  fmall  for  their  dwelling,  and  efpecially  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Greenlauders.  But  the  brethren  were  obliged 
to  defer  the  building  for  awhile,  and  in  the  mean  time 
two  of  them  moved  into  a  Greenland-houfe,  that  the 
natives  might  have  room  for  their  meetings  in  the  EurcN- 
pean  houfe.  About  this  time  a  fire  broke  out  in  it  dur- 
ing a  violent  ftorm,  but  he  who  commands  the  elements 
gracioufly  averted  any  devaftation. 

Daniel  Shneider  went  away  with  this  fhip  on  his  re- 
turn. The  brethren  would  have  liked  if  he  had  flayed 
there  another  year,  becaufe  they  had  various  fcruples 
about  this  voyage ;  but  as  he  had  no  exprefs  inftruftion 
from  the  congregation  to  flay,  and  as  he  could  not  adapt 
himfelf  to  the  Greenland  way  of  living,  they  difmifled 
him  in  peace.  From  the  fouthern  colony  Frederic's-^ 
Hope,  where  the  captain  was  obliged  to  unload  fome 
things,  he  fent  word  that  he  was  well.  But  fmce  that 
time  neither  he  nor  the  fhip  was  ever  heard  of.  This 
was  the  only  brother  that  was  caft  away  in  the  many 
voyages  to  and  from  Greenland,  though  thefe  feas  are 
overfpread  with    danger,  on   account  of  the  frightful 
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ice,  and  numbers  of  ftiips  perifhed  by  it  in  the  firil 
years. 

§2. 

During  the  two  years  of  the  miffionary  Stach's  abfence, 
only  one  Greenland   woman  had    partook  of  baptifm. 
But  yet  the  doctrine  of  Jefus  had  evidenced  its  efficacy, 
and  ftirred  up  many  fouls,    from  whom  they  promifed 
themfelves  a  plentiful  harveft  by  and  by.     Many  Green- 
landers   indeed  removed  from   thefe   parts    towards  ,  the 
-  north,  and  pcrfuaded  the  late  Samuel's  brother  Kuyayak 
(as  mentioned   already)    to  go  with   them,    and  confe- 
quently  his   fon,    his   daughter  and    fervant-maid   were 
obliged  to  go  too,  though  they  were  ftrongly  laid  hold  of 
and   would   have  been  glad    to   have  ftayed.     But  this 
vacancy  of  hearers  was  Toon  filled  up,    and  the  diftrift 
fupplied  with  new  inhabitants.     Among  thefe  were  two 
of  Samuel's  relations,  and  feveral  more  of  thofe  to  whom 
he  fled  after  his  baptifm.     Thefe  informed  us  that  he  had 
told  them  many  things  about  Jefus,  which  though  they 
G:d  not  then  underftand,    yet  they  had   often  pondered 
upon,  and  they  faid  they  were  now  come  into  this  neigh- 
bourhood to  be  better  inllrucled.     And  it  was  evident 
that  thefe  were  not  empty  words,  for  many  of  them  were 
not  fatisfied  only  with  the  meetings,  but  came  fmgly  to  hear 
more  of  Jefus  and  his  redemption,  and  they  gene  rally 
•  accompanied  the  converfation  with  this  ejaculation  :  "  O 
**  that  God  would  open  my  eyes,  and  purge  my  ears,  that 
*'  I  might  rightly  underftand  this  matter  and  be  happy." 
It  is  true,   they  were  not  all  of  this  mind,    for  the 
fouthlanders  in  general  are  a  very  uncivilized  people  and 
vaftly  tenacious  of  their  heathenifb  cuftoms.     There  was 
one  of  their  boat  and  tent-comrades,    called  Nauagiak, 
whom  they  no  more  liked  becaufe  his  mind  was  turned 
from  their  ways,  and  therefore  they  fecretly  left  him  be- 
hind them  on  land,  when  they  rowed  off.    He  came  with 
his  family  direclly  to  the  brethren,  and  it  was  foon  per- 
ceived that  there  was  a  work  of  grace  going  forward  in 
their  hearts,  and  that  they  were  rejeded  by  the  world  in 
order  to  be  partakers  of  a  better  inheritance,  fo  as  it  had 
been  with  Samuel  and  his  family. 

Even  external  difafters  brought  fome  to  more  confidera^ 
Con,   and  nnudo.  them  defirous  of  hearing  God's  word 

again. 
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again.  Once  when  they  afked  an  old  acquaintance, 
whether  he  ftill  knew  what  was  told  him  at  his  laft  vifit  ? 
he  anfwered :  Yes,  he  knew  ftill  what  they  told  him 
about  one  Jefus,  whom  his  malicious  country-men  had 
faftcned  up  with  nails  to  a  piece  of  wood ;  and  added, 
that  a  little  while  ago  he  overfet  in  his  kaiak,  and  could 
not  recover  himfelf,  and  as  he  lay  under  the  water,  he 
thought :  Now  I  muft  die,  and  my  foul  will  probably  go 
^  down  to  the  bad  fpirit.  But  he  cried  in  his  inmoft  parts  : 
'  *'  O  thou  who  art  above,  take  my  foul  to  thee."  That 
inftant  came  two  Greenlanders,  and  raifed  him  up. 
Afterwards  whenever  one  told  him,  that  Jefus  was  called 
a  Redeemer  or  Refcuer,  who  had  delivered  us  by  his  blood 
from  fin  and  eternal  death,  and  gladly  helps  all  that  call 
upon  his  name  j  he  would  cry  out :  O  that  great 
Refcuer ! 

§3- 

The  vifits  that  the  milHonaries  made  either  accidentally 
svith^he  fadlorsand  for  the  fake  of  provifions,  orexprefsly 
to  fee  the  heathen,  always  fumifhed  opportunities  to  fow 
the  good  feed  anew,  or  to  water  what  was  fowed,  and 
the  Lord  let  them  often  fee  the  footfteps  of  his  benedic- 
tion. The  firft  vifit  was  from  Jan.  30  to  Feb.  7.  They 
met  this  time  with  many  people,  but  few  had  open  ears 
and  hearts.  Yet  they  could  fpeak  of  the  Lord's  death  to 
fome  with  effect.  Thus  a  few  weeks  before,  our  Arbalik 
had  related  foraething  of  our  Saviour's  dialogue  with  the 
woman  of  Samaria  to  a  woman  here ;  this  had  fuch 
effect  upon  her,  that  fhe  now  enquired  with  longing  after 
that  living  water  for  all  that  thirft.  This  prefented  an 
opportunity  to  fpeak  more  amply  with  her  and  fome  other 
attentive  hearers,  about  believing  in  Jefus  who  was 
crucified,  and  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life,  and  to 
explain  to  them  the  type  of  the  brazen  ferpent,  and  the 
exclamation  of  John :  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God^  &c.  It 
was  always  perceived  that  they  were  particularly  afteiled, 
when  one  fpoke  to  them  of  our  Saviour's  bloody  fweat 
and  his  wounds.  *'  And  as  our  own  hearts  (the  brethren 
"  write)  were  uncommonly  enfiamed  by  it,  the  words 
*'  came  fo  fluently  that  the  one  wondered  at  the  other's  gift 
5'  of  exprefling  himfelf.     All  the  glory  appertains  to  the 

"  Spirit 
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"  Spirit  of  God,  It  was  he  that  in  the  hearts  of  the 
*'  heathens  caft  a  divine  light  on  our  wretched  ftammer- 
*'  ing.  But  efpecially  was  the  heart  of  the  abovemcntion- 
*^  ed  woman  opened  like  the  heart  of  Lydia;  for  though 
**  fhe  had  heard  a  great  deal  from  us  and  our  Sarah  all 
*'  the  day,  yet  fhe  fent  her  fon  to  fetch  us  again  in  the 
*'  night  to  her  houfe,  to  tell  her  more.  But  then  we 
"  had  to  do  with  a  forcerer.  He  did  not  deny  that  there 
*'  was  a  God,  that  made  all  things  and  governed  the 
"  world,  but  he  pretended  that  he  alfo  had  received  a 
*'  divine  power  from  Torngarfuk,  or,  as  he  exprefled 
"  himfelf,  he  was  alfo  god,  (not  indeed  over  believers, 
*'  his  powe;-  had  no  influence  on  them,  becaufe  they  had 
*'  committed  themfelves  to  the  proteilipn  of  another 
"  God)  but  he  had  a  power  over  all  that  adhered  to 
*'  Torngarfuk,  and  his  art  could  be  of  fervice  to  them. 
"  Our  Saviour  gave  us  grace  to  convince  him  before 
"  them  all,  of  his  wretched  and  unhappy  ftate." 

§4. 

Our  brethren  'found  in  general  that  the  believing 
Greenlanders  had  made  a  good  preparation  for  them 
among  the  heathen ;  for  wherever  they  ranged  for  food, 
they  fpread  the  doctrine  of  Jefus,  and  every  evening  had 
a  meeting  with  thofe  that  defired  it  for  fpeaking  and  pray- 
ing. They  did  not  always  exprefs  themfeh'cs  quite 
right,  yet  it  was  vifible  that  they  had  attended  with  more 
advertency  to  the  inftrucHiions,  and  efpecially  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  holy  fcriptures,  and  had  imbibed  more,  than 
one  could  have  thought.  Thus  one  of  them  being  afked, 
Why  he  did  not  according  to  cuftom  eat  of  the  raw 
flefh,  and  drink  the  warm  blood  of  a  rein-deer  juft  fliot  ? 
gave  this  anfwer :  God  had  forbid  it  his  people  in  the 
law,  and  he  faw  his  teachers  let  the  blood  run  off,  and 
he  would  follow  their  example.  He  gathered  this  purely 
from  the  fcriptural  relation,  for  no  one  had  prefcribed  any 
thing  herein  to  the  heathen.  About  Arbalick's  mother, 
who  died  without  being  baptized,  they  write ;  "  While 
*'  this  old  Greeenland  woman  was  alive,  it  made  a  great 
"  imprefTion  upon  her  that  our  Saviour  called  fome  at  the 
*'  fixth,  fome  at  the  ninth,  and  fome  at  the  eleventh  hour  , 
*'  and  ihe  faid  repeatedly ;   I  have  been  called  in  the 
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*^  laft  hour.  We  could  not  get  to  her  in  her  ficknefs, 
^'  but  her  youngeft  fon  accompanied  her  departure  into 
*'  eternity  with  affecting  recommendatory  ilnging  and 
*'  prayer." 

'•  One  of  Mr.  Drachart's  baptized  ones  was  once  obliged  to 
lodge  all  night  in  a  houfe,  where  above  a  hundred  were 
aflemblcd  to  a  dance.  He  knew  not  what  to  do  to  avoid 
both  the  temptation  and  the  noife,  but  he  went  out,  fell 
upon  his  knees,  and  begged  our  Saviour  to  uphold  him. 
Then  he  went  with  fortitude  into  the  houfe,  and  bid  tha 
heathen  be  ftill,  for  he  had  fomething  better  to  fay 
to  them ;  and  if  they  did  not,  he  would  take  their 
drum  from  them  and  trample  it  under  his  feet.  They 
were  flill,  and  he  witneffed  with  fuch  power,  that  fome 
of  them  were  very  much  affected.  Nay  our  Sarah  once 
took  away  their  drum  and  broke  it ;  but  afterwards  we 
admonifhed  her  not  to  meddle  with  the  fports  of  the  hea- 
then, but  only  fpeak  fimply  with  thofe  that  liked  to  hear 
of  our  Saviour,  and  for  the  reft  behave  hcrfelf  quiet. 

§  5- 

Thus  zealous  Avere  the  firft  that  fet  out  in  chrlftianity, 
both  in  word  and  deed,  to  bring  the  infidels  off  from  their 
errors  and  to  lead  them  to  Chrift.  The  miflionaries 
availed  themfelves  of  this  to  good  advantage,  becaufe 
they  could  not  go  to  the  natives  at  all  times  and  in  all 
places,  and  becaufe  alfo  the  heathen  could  not  make 
the  fame  objedlion  to  the  teftimony  of  their  believing 
country-people,  which  they  had  formerly  made  to  the 
miflionaries,  and  which  many  ignorant  minds  even  in 
Chriftendom  make  ufe  of  as  an  excufe  for  their  luke- 
warm ftate  :  "  You  are  another  fort  of  people  than  we ; 
**  it  is  your  profeffion,  you  have  fufficient  time  and  ca- 
"  pacity  to  meditate  upon  thefe  things,"  They  now  be- 
held examples  of  their  equals,  who  had  been  no  better 
than  they,  and  yet  were  now  become  quite  other  people 
through  the  grace  of  Jefus,  and  freely  fhewed  forth  the 
praifes  of  him  who  had  called  them  out  of  darknefs  into 
his  marvellous  light. 

But  alas  !  how  eafily  does  an  inexperienced  foul  deviate 
into  bye-paths,  as  foon  as  felf-conceit  mingles  itfelf  in  a 
well-meant  thing.  This  betrayed  itfelf  in  our  Green- 
landers 
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landers  alfo,  and  too  often  embittered  the  joy  of  their 
teachers  with  a  tindlure  of  grief.    For  inftance  they  write : 
*'  We  have  obferved  for  fome  time  paft,  that  our  Sarah 
*'  has  been  petulant,  unruly,  and  made  light  of  things. 
«'  We    reprefented    it    to   her,    reminded    her    of  the 
•'  grace  our  Saviour  had  beftowed  upon  her,  and  exhorted 
•*  her  to  remain  faithful  and  not  to  undervalue  the  blood 
*'  of  Jefus !  Her  heart  foftened,  fhe  acknowledged  her 
*'  fault,  and  heartily  entreated  our  Saviour  for  forgive- 
*'  nefs  and  grace  to  amend.     But  this  did  not  fhew  itfelf 
*'  fo  haftily.     Afterwards  we  found,  that  the  root  from 
*'  whence   thefe   bad   fymptoms   proceeded,    was   lofty 
*'  thoughts  of  herfelf  on  account  of  the  diligence  fhe  had 
*'  beftowed  on  the  heathen,    and  the  bleffing  attending 
*'  it.  We  pointed  out  to  her  the  corruption  of  her  heart, 
'*  and  bid  her  refle£l  on  the  deplorable  plight  (he  was  in 
**  when  our  Saviour  firft  fhewed  mercy  to  her,  and  what 
**  fhe  then  felt.     She  burft  out  a  crying,  and  faid  :  Ah 
*'  now  I  plainly  feel,    that  I  have  gradually  departed 
*'  from  the  happinefs  I  then  enjoyed,  and  our  Saviour  is 
*'  become  a  ftranger  to  me.     Now  when  I  pray,  I  find 
**  no  comfort  notwithftanding  in  my  heart,  and  it  is  as 
*'  if  I  could  not  find  the  way  to  him  again.   We  kneeled 
*'  down  with  her,  and  prayed  our  Saviour  to  reveal  him- 
*'  felf  to  her  heart  afrefh.     She  was  defired  to  pray  too, 
"  but  fhe  could  not  utter  a  fmgle  word  for  weeping. 
*'  However  we  have  obferved,  that  fmce  that  time  fhe 
*'  has  been  very  little  and  lowly  in  her  own  eyes,  and 
'*  has  been  favoured  with  a  free  accefs  again  to  the 
*'  Friend  of  the  fmful  and  miferable." 

Mr.  Drachart  had  obferved  the  very  fame  falling  in  his 
baptized-ones,  that  as  foon  as  they  had  acquired  fome  know- 
ledge of  divine  things  and  could  fpeak  about  them,  they  fet 
themfelves  up  for  teachers,  and  entertained  high  thoughts 
of  themfelves.  Therefore  they  found  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  proceed  very  cautioufly  in  the  manner  of  teaching 
them,  and  that  one  of  the  prime  articles  they  fhould  in- 
culcate, muft  be  that  needful  and  happy  point  oi  fmner^ 
hood^  or  poverty  of  fpirit,  and  the  knowledge  of  one's  own 
mifery  and  corruption ;  and  that  at  the  calling  them  forth 
to  recommend  the  grace  of  our  Saviour  to  the  other  hea- 
then, they  fhould  take  care  that  they,  as  the  difciples  of 

Jefus 
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Jefus  were  bid  to  do,  might  not  fo  much  rejoice  that 
their  words  proved  of  ufe  to  others,  as  rather,  with  deep 
bowednefs  of  heart,  that  their  own  names  were  written  in 
heaven. 

§6. 

In  this  manner  the  miflionaries  could  with  more  profit 
and  folidity  rejoice  in  the  afliftance  of  their  beHeving 
Greenlanders,  and  they  found  that  it  was  not  without 
efFeft  even  this  fummer ;  for  in  Oflober  thirty  Greenlan- 
ders moved  near  them  into  their  winter  houfes.  The  bre- 
thren endeavoured  to  bring  them  into  proper  order  in 
temporals  and  fpirituals.  When  thofe  that  removed  to 
the  north  this  year,  went  away,  the  brethren  had  bought 
a  boat  and  tent  of  them,  and  given  them  to  one  of  the 
heads  of  families  upon  this  condition,  that  he  fhould  pro- 
vide for  fome  widows  and  orphans,  and  train  up  the  lat- 
ter to  bufmefs.  The  reft  of  the  poor  were  cared  for  in 
another  manner.  At  the  Greenland  meetings  and  cate- 
chifations  they  conftantly  read  with  bleiling  fome  of  the 
harmony  of  the  evangelifts,  they  having  this  year  tranf- 
lated  with  more  perfpicuity  the  laft  difcourfes  of  Jefus  in 
St.  "John ;  they  alfo  explained  that  tranflated  hymn  from 
verfe  to  verfe.  The  Saviour's  blood  and  righteoufnefs.  Sec. 
becaufe  of  the  incomparable  matter  it  contained  concern- 
ing free  grace  and  the  all-fufficient  merits  of  Jefus ;  this 
and  other  hymns  the  Greenlanders  learnt  with  great  ea- 
gernefs,  and  fung  continually  in  their  houfes  and  at  all 
their  employments.  There  was  many  times  fuch  an  emo- 
tion in  the  meetings,  that  fpeaker  and  hearers  wept  toge- 
ther, when  v/ords  did  not  fuffice  to  exprefs  clearly  what 
the  heart  was  pregnant  with.  And  this  had  often  a  bet- 
ter effect  than  the  moft  regular  and  learned  fermon. 

Befides,  the  brethren  began  this  year  to  form  the 
Greenlanders  into  little  affociations,  which  they  called 
bands  of  clafles,  in  which  four  or  five  perfons  of  the  fame 
fex,  and  the  fame  choir  or  ftate,  fpoke  freely  and  with- 
out compulnon  of  the  ftate  of  their  hearts  and  their  ad- 
vances in  the  vital  knowledge  of  Chrift ;  and  could  men- 
tion and  receive  in  love  what  they  or  any  of  them  had  to 
obferve  of  themfelves  or  others.  A  brother  or  fifter 
had  the  dire£lion  of  each  band.  Thefe  bands  confifted 
this  time  of  two  among  the  men,  and  four  among  the 

women. 
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women.  Every  Sunday  the  brethren  and  fifters  kept  a 
conference  among  themfelves,  though  fometimes  they 
took  one  or  another  Greenlander  to  it,  whom  they  could 
look  upon  as  a  helper  in  the  little  afTociations,  and  to 
whom  they  could  commit  fome  kind  of  infpedlion. 

They  kept  fchool  conftantly  with  the  children  and 
young  people,  of  whom  they  had  fix.  Grace  could  oft- 
en operate  more  efficacioufly  on  thefe  tender  minds  than 
on  the  adult,  as  it  did  fometimes  through  them  on  their 
parents.  Thus  a  little  girl  talked  almoft  every  night  to 
her  mother  about  our  Saviour  and  his  love  to  poor  fmners 
and  to  the  children,  and  defired  her  to  pray  with  her ; 
This  made  the  mother  afhamed  at  her  own  cold  heart, 
and  animated  her  to  an  earneft  purfuit  after  the  real  ex- 
perience of  the  favinjg  truth.  Nay  our  Grecnlanders  once 
returned  home  from  a  vifit  of  the  natives  with  an  account 
that  a  child,  who  had  once  been  with  its  parents  to  the 
colony,  and  had  heard  the  miflionary  and  his  Green- 
landers  relate  the  hiftory  of  the  birth  and  fufFerings  of 
Jefus,  had  fmce  then  fpoken  fo  prettily  of  our  Saviour 
and  prayed  to  him,  that  all  the  heathen  wondered  at  it ; 
the  child  alfo  begged  its  parents  to  carry  it  again  to  the 
believers,  that  it  might  hear  more  of  the  love  of  Jefus. 
BleiTed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  fucklings  hath  ordained 
praife !  v 

§  7. 
About  this  time  five  of  the  catechumens  became  can- 
didates for  baptifm,  perfons  in  whom  there  was  a  vifible 
work  of  grace,  which  took  place  in  them  this  year,  and 
partly  in  the  laffc.  They  were,  ( i )  the  forementioned 
youth  Arbalik,  who  had  already  delivered  many  a  noble 
teftimony  among  the  Greenlanders.  He  had  formerly 
been  a  pupil  to  the  forcerers,  and  was  to  have  learnt  the 
art  of  conjuring  people  to  death.  But  in  the  year  1739 
he  was  awakened  in  Kangek ;  fince  then  he  often  want- 
ed to  difengage  himfelf  from  our  Saviour's  cords  of  love, 
but,  as  he  faid,  he  was  held  faft  by  an  invifible  hand. 
(2)  Nauagiak,  and  (3)  his  filler  Kannoa,  came  into  this 
country  from  the  diftance  of  about  60  leagues  on  the  eaft 
fide,    as  far  as  could  be  gathered  from  their  account. 

After 
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After  they  had  been  flirrcd  up  by  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel,  they  were  abandoned  by  the  Southlanders. 
(4)  Okutfuk,  the  abovementioned  fcoffer,  who  has  been 
cunftantly  purfued  by  grace  ever  fince  Samuel's  depar- 
ture, and  at  laftforfook  her  friends.  (5)Hrek,  Sarah's 
fifter,  who  was  directed  back  to  the  behevers  by  her  dy- 
ing mother.  They  had  the  teflimony  from  the  rell,  that 
they  often  put  them  very  much  to  fhame  by  their  eariieft- 
nefs  i;nd  defire  after  inftruftion  in  the  faith ;  and  in  their 
two  months  preparation,  grace  was  powerfully  perceived 
on  their  hearts.  It  was  left  to  their  option,  whether  they 
would  keep  their  old  names  or  have  new.  They  anfwer- 
ed,  that  as  they  would  give  over  all  their  old  corruption 
to  our  Saviour,  and  pray  him  for  a  new  heart,  fo  they 
fhould  like  to  have  new  names  too. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  the  Chriftmas-holidaysour  Green- 
landers  and  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  afi'embled  to  the 
baptifm.  After  a  difcourfe  on  Matt.  xi.  20.  Come  unto 
me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  &c.  Matthew 
Stach  performed  this  act,  and  it  was  attended  with  a 
great  emotion  among  all  the  fpectators.  They  were 
named  Simon,  Noah,  Rebecca,  Catharine,  and  'Judith.  Af- 
terwards they  had  a  love-feaft  given  them*,  at  which 
there  was  various-  edifying  difcourfe,  of  love  and  fellow- 
fhip  among  one  another,  of  following  Jefus,  of  fufFer- 
ings  and  reproach  for  h's  fake,  i^c.  and  they  concluded 
with  finging  the  hymn.  The  Saviour^s  blood  and  righteoufnejs, 
Sic.  A  feparate  meeting  v/as  kept  every  day  with  this 
little  -fiock,  which  coniifted  of  nine  fouls,  reckoning 
Matthew  Kajarnak  to  it,  though  as  yet  ablent.  If  any 
one  did  not  walk  worthy  of  the  gofpel,  he  was  not 
to  be  admitted  to  this  meeting  till  a  reformation  was 
wrought. 

Not  long  before  Mr.  Drschart  had  alfo  baptized  nine 
perfons.  Amone  thefc  there  was  an  old  man,  who, 
when  he  heard  that  his  iwo  daughters  were  to  be  bap- 
tized, went  to  the  miflionary  and  alked  if  he  might  not 
be  baptized  too?  "  It  is  true  (faid  he)  I  cannot  fpeak 
*'  much,  and  very  like  I  faall  never  learn  fo  much  as 
*'  my  cliildreji,  for  thou  canll  fee  that  my  hairs  are  quite 

*  This  mufi  not:  be  rni/laken  for  thj  Lord'a-fupper,  to  which  no  Green- 
liixider  was  aimlttcd  befoti-.  i'S~, 

Vol..  II,  C  "  grey. 
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^  'gr6y,  and  diait  I  am  a  very  old  man ;  but  I  believe 
"  with  all  my-  hcdrt  in  Jcfus  Chriil,  that  he  died  for  all 
'*  men,  and  that  all  that  thou  faycft  of  him  is  true.'* 
Therefore  he  could  not  refufe  him  the  water,  when  he 
had  teftified  fo  movingly  his  faith  in  Jefus  and  \\\s  defire 
to  be  faved,  though  he  Was  no  more  able  to  retain  iii  his 
memory  all  the  queftions  and  anfwers.  One  alfo  among 
tliem  was  a  fon  of  Ippegau,  who  had  once  fupplied  the 
brethren  with  food;  he  was  formerly  a  very  wild  man, 
but  after  he  ^^^as  baptized  he  was  like  a  lamb.  Another 
was  a  fmgle  woman,  that  had  once  lived  with  the  bre- 
thren. As  for  the  old  man,  he  wetted  the  place  where 
he  was  baptized  with  his  tears,  and  when  the  miffionary 
called  him  forth  after  baptifm  to  tell  the  audience  fome- 
thing,  his  tears  fpoke  more  than  his  words. 


The^  eleventh  Year  1743. 

§  I. 

THE  preaching  of  the  gofpcl  had  fuch  an  amazing 
efFedi:  this  year,  that  it  looked  as  if  an  univerfal 
awakening  of  the  Grcenlanders  in  thefe  parts  would  en- 
fue.  It  is  true  not  a  great  many  could  attain  baptifm, 
becaufe  they  could  not  vet  refolve  to  forfalce  the  hunting 
,  and  fifhing-places  they  had  been  accuftomed  to,  and  live 
with  their  teachers  in  order  to  enjoy  due  inftru6lion.  By 
this  means  the  firft  zeal  of  many  cooled  again,  and  fome 
of  them  wandered  away  to  the  fouth  or  the  north.  But 
yet  moft  of  thofe  that  had  once  been  overpowered  by 
grace,  came  again  into  this  neighbourhood  in  the  follow- 
ing years,  and  by  degrees  into  the  congregation;  and 
ther-  are  hopes  of  the  rell:,  that  many  a  poor  fheep  that 
has  once  been  touched,  but  now  ftrays  in  the  wildernefs, 
will  at  the  deftined  hour  run  and  fhelter  itfelf  in  the  arms 
of  the  faithful  Shepherd,  which  extend  to  the  rcmotefl 
places.  And  indeed  the  brethren  met  with  plain  traces 
that  feveral  went  over  into  eternity,  in  a  manner  quite 
different  from  what  is  ufual  among  the  heathen.  Several 
alfo  profecuted  their  inquiries  after  truth  at  the  newly- 
erected^  colonies  and  milfions  in  this  country,  and  were 

harboiired 
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'fefboured  there  in  the  bofom  of  the  chriftian  church  : 
•And  thofe  rhat  had  fowed,  felt  a  fincere  joy  at  this  too, 
■fince  it  was  all  one  to  them  who  reaped,  provided  the 
"Lor-d  of  the  harveft  did  but  get  what  is  his.  Indeed 
"from  tfhis  time  there  has  been  difcovered  in  the  whole 
Tvation  in  general  a  very  different  idea  of  and  regard  for 
•fojeigners,  who  at  firft  had  been  fo  dreaded  and  hated, 
JOr  elle  defpifed  ;  which  change  is  to  be  attributed  chiefly 
to  the  good  impreflicn  ftamped  upon  the  wandering,  con- 
vinced, even  when  not  converted  Greenlanders. 

This  almoft  general  revolution -and  commotion  among 
^he  Greenlanders,  incited  them  to  frequent  vifits  and 
^fliduous  refearches  after  t^e  truth,  and  alfo  to  yield  their 
'teachers  a  welcome  reception  when  they  went  to  inflrudl 
them,  fometimes  alone,  and  fom^times  in  company  with 
the  Danifh  miflionary  or  his  catechift.  They  write  of 
one  fuch  vifit  made  in  February  as  follows:  "Mr. 
*'  Drachart  got  an  account  that  one  of  his  baptized 
*'  people,  called  Martin,  was  drowned  in  Kangek,  and 
*'  that  Jacob,  another  newly  baptized,  had  been  very 
"  a<£l:ive  in  feeking'for  the  dead  body  and  bringing  it  to 
•'•land.  Now  as  he  could  get  no  boat  at  the  colony, 
"  wecarried  him  thither,  and  took  fome  of  our  baptized 
*'  brethren  with  us  to  bury  the  corpfe,  -and  to  improve 
"  that  opportunity  to  tell  the  heathen  that  lived  there 
•**  fomething  of  the  death  of  Jefus,  and  the  happy  fleep 
**  of  believers.  When  the  men  came  home  in  the  even- 
"  ing  from  fea,  we  went  into  the  houfes  to  fpeak  with 
'*'  them,  and  there  we  found  our  Simon  in  full  employ 
'**  already.  He  was  fpeaking  to  them  of  faith  in  Jefus 
'**  Chrift,  and  hov/  all  men  are  dead  in  their  hearts  by 
"*'  nature,  and  could  not  help  nor  fave  themfelves.  But 
'"  if  they  believed  in  our  Saviour,  and  obtained  his  bloo'd 
-*'  in  their  hearts,  they  would  get  life  and  would  be  full 
*'  of  joy,  though  they  felt  ever  fo  much  of  their  own 
**  mifery.  Neither  had  they  any  occafion  to  be  troubled 
*'  in  what  manner,  or  for  what  they  fhould  pray,  for 
'"  all  that  would  afterwards  flow  out  of  the  heart.  I 
■"  poor  creature  (Taid  he  at  laft)  have  as  yet  byt  little 
'*'  experience  of  it,  bu;  here  are  -my  teachers^  tiiey  can 

C  2  "tell 
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.**  tell  you  more.  We  fung  that  hymn,  Lamb,  Lamb, 
,.*'  O  Lamb — with  eyes  of  flame,  ^r.  and  fpoke  chiefly 
.  *'  about  the  contents  of  the  8th  ver-fe.  Let  the  world 
.  *'  hear ! — God's  Son  and  Heir,  — who  ; to  us  came,— 
.  "  took  on  himfelf  our  blame, — upwards  of  thirty  year — 
-.  *'  liv'd  here, — defpis'd  and  mean, — ^andthen  wasflain  j— 

"  the  ranfom  he — for  all  the  world  and  me."  The  whole 

•  *'  houfe  was  afFe£ted,  and  they  faid  :  What  things  arc 
..*'  come  about  now  ?  Your  prefent  difcourfe  makes  quite 

*'  another  impreflion  upon  us,  than  when  you  always 
"  told  us  only  of  God  and  the  two  firft  parents.  VVe 
*'  continually  faid,  we  believed  it  all,  but  we  were  tired 

•  *'  of  hearing  it,  ahd  thought,  what  fignifies  this  to  us  ? 
*'  But  nov/  we  find,  there  is  fomething  interefting  in  k. 
*'  We  alfo  fee,  that  our  country-people  have  experienced 
.*'  fom.ething  real  in  their  hearts,  becaufe  they  can  fpeak 
"  of  it  and  pray,  and  we  cannot.  We  then  faid  to  them  : 
"  The  God  of  whom  you  formerly  heard  is  the  fame 
"  Jefus  that  we  now  declare  unto  you,  only  you  have 
'':  not  underftood  it.  He  created  all  that  your  eyes  fee : 
"  And  when  our  two  firfl:  parents  put  afide  his  word, 
"  and  believed  the  bad  fpirit,  and  confequently  were 
**  corrupted  by  fifi  fo  as  you  alfo  are  now,  he  would  not 
*'  leave  them  in,  th^is  unhappy  condition,  but  became  man, 
*'  fuffered,  and  fhed  his  blood,  and  this  blood  is  the  pay- 
*'  ment  for  the  whole  world's  fins.  Whoever  now  believes 
**  in  Jefus,  he  lets  himfelf  be  baptized,  and  gets  a  living 

.  *'  feeling  in  his  heart  of  the  blood  that  \vas.flied  for  us. 

. "  7'his  enables  us  to  love  our  Saviour  above  all  things, 

^ff-  and  to  hate  what  is  evil.     They  anfwered.  Ah  !  we 

>'  \^ould  fain  be  converted,  but  it  feems  fo  hard  to  us  to 

-*.''  learn  to  pray.     We  replied  ;  It  is  not  hard,  you  need 

"  only  fay  i  Jefus   thou  Lamb  of  God,   have  mercy  on 

*'  me !   If  you  would   do  this  with  all  your  heart,    our 

*'  Saviour  himfelf  will  do  all  the  reft.     Then  we  read  to 

**  them  that  hymn :  The  Saviour's  blood  and  righteouf- 

f^'  nefs,  &c.  and  concluded  with  prayer. 

;-    '*  The  nth,  having  vifitcd  and  fpoke  fomething  again 

-**  ill  all  t'^6  houfis,  we  made  preparation  for  the  burial. 

*'  Firft  we  fung  a  hymn  in  the  houfe  before  a  numerous 

_**-arfembly.     At  the  grave  Mr.  Drachart  held  a  difcourfe 

J'sz-oixjohii  xl.  25.  and  then  we  yvcnt  into  the  houfe  and 

-  "  con- 
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*'  concludtd  with  prayer.  It  has  been  obferved  that  fox  X 
"  year  paft  ouc  Saviour  has  haftened  in  his  labour  to  pre-  , 
*'  pare  the  now  deceafed  Alartin  for  himfelf.  He  wa5 
*'  quite  H\  ely,  and  liked  to  hear  and  aho  to  tell  others  ot 
"  Jefus's  blood-fhcdding.  The  inhabitants  here  nov/ 
"  call  to  mind  hi5  memorable  difcourfes  or  layings, 
*'  efpecially  one  time  when  they  had  caught  a  leal, 
*'  which  is  a  rare  thing  at  this  (eafon,  and  were  at  a 
*'  meal  upon  it,  he  diicourfed  of  the  nature  of  the  joy 
*'  and  forrow  of  believers  and  unbelievers,-  and  at  the 
*'  fame  time  intimated  that  he  fhould -.  not -fiirvive  this 
"  winter.  In  the  evening  vv^e  fpoke  fomething  again  in 
*'  all  the  houfcs. '  They  confelled  their  corruption,  and 
",  faid,  they  were  very  fenfible  it  mull  be  otherwife  with 
*'^them,  but  as  yet  they  very  much  widiftood  it.  An 
*'  Angekok  haid  taken  up  the  refolution,  not  to  pi  aft 
"  his  roguifh  black  art  any  more.  A  ftartling  dream 
*'  was,  the  occafion  of  it ;  this  dream  he  told  us,  and 
"  faid,  that  a  little  child  came  from  heaven  to  him,  .and 
*'  bid  him  follow  him.  The  child  conducted  him  to  a 
"  very  agreeable  place,  where  he  heard  inimitable  fmg- 
**  ing.  Then  he  brought  him  to  a  very  dark  place,  and 
*^  fignified  to  him.,  that  he  muft  come  thither  if  he  was 
*'  not  converted.  He  was  very  much  troubled  at  this, 
*'  efpecially  when  he  faw  many  people  caft  In  there. 
"  But  the  child  led  him  back  again  to  the  agreeable 
*'  place,  and  then  he  gave  the  people  that  were  aflcmbled 
**  there  fomething  white  to  eat,  the  effeft  of  which  was 
*-*  to  be,  aiorungnertekullugit,  to  make  people  ccafe  from 
*'  evil,  or  to  make  them  better.  Then  t  le  aiTembly 
*'  began  to  fmg,  and  he  fung  with  them,  which  his 
*'  wife  heard  and  awoke  him  out  of  his  dream  *.     We 

*'  have 

*  We  do  not  infert  this  and  fuch-like  uncommon  anecdotes  as  any  kind 
of  token  of  a  man's  good  ftate.  The  Grecnlanders  have  afccn  very  peculiar 
dreams,  and  efpecially  the  Angekoks,  who  work  up  tiieir  phant.jiy  inio  a 
vehement  perturbation  during  their  pretended  incantations.  This  Green- 
lander  was  an  Ang:ekok.  But  it  may  alfo  be  eafiiy  feen  that  feme  chri- 
ftian  truths  he  had  hesrd  before,  -for  inftance,  of  the  child  Jefi'.s,  of  heav- 
en and  hell,  had  imprinted  theaifslves  upon  hi?  imagination,  and  recuned 
fo  lively  in  his  dream.  Yet  the  laft  circumlHnce  cannot  be  afcribed  merely 
to  his  imagination,  becaufe  our  breth.en  v."cre  certain,  that  neither  he  nor 
any  of  cur  Greenlanders  had  at  that  time  heard  or  fecn  the  leaft  of  the 
Lord's-Supper ;  for  the  brethren  never  divulged  any  gofpel-mjitery  citlicr  to 
baptized  or  unbactiied,  till  they  were  lure  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  prcpa- 

C  3  r:d 
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^'^  have  perceived  the  grace  of  our  Saviour  in  a  very  par- 
'^  ticular  manner  in  this  voyage.     Thofe-  that  once  de- 
"  fpifed,  derided  and  maletreated  us,  now  come  and  alkdur 
""  pardon  ;  and  thofe  that  were  the  moft  untraStable,  now 
*'  ftand  along  the  fhcres,  call  after  us  as  we  pafs  by,  and 
"'  beg  us   to  land  and   tell  them  the  words  of  God,  and 
*'  when  we  do,  they  are  greedy  of  learning  all.     In  the 
"  houfe  where  we  were,  fome  fat  together  in  one  corner 
"  and   fome  in  another,    talking,    iinging  and   praying 
*'  together.     The  15th  v/e  returned   home.     The  cold' 
'*  was  fointenfe- that  the  boat  was  frozen  fo  thick  round' 
'*  with  rce,  that  though  we  were  feven  perfons  we  could' 
*'  fcarce  row  it,  and  might  foon  have  fu-nk,  becaufe  the 
*'  water  that  dafhed  in  over,  congealed' fb  inftantaneoufly 
**  to  ice  that  we  could  not  lade  it  out  faft  enough/' 

§3. 

But  as  the  teachers  could  not  vifit  fo  frequently  or  fo 
far  as  the  great  call  required,  they  were  obliged  m  many 
cafes  to  let  the  teftimony  of  their  Greenlanders  fuffice, 
when  they  went  abroad  for  provifion.  The  chief  that 
occurred  to  my  notice  in  reading  their  diary,  is  what 
follows. 

'■*  Jan.  8,  Simon  and  Noah  came  home  again. 
"  They  faid  they  had  met  with  a  very  kind  reception  in, 
"  one  houfe,  the  people  liked  to  hear  of  our  Saviour,  and 

"  defired 

red  their  hearts  by  the  already  declared  and  univcrfaJ  truth,  God  luas  mani- 
fcjlcd  in  thefcjh,  which  the  apoftk  calls  the  great  myfteiy  of  godlinefs,  and 
by  this  had  made  them  capable,  not  only  of  comprehending  the  truth  of 
fuch  a  myftery,  but  alfo  of  enjoying  it  ia  a  good  confcience.  Every  one 
may  fee  from  the  fimple  account  iuft  now  given  of  their  method,  that  the' 
word  of  the  crofs  was  the  only  means  the  mifiionaries  made  ule  of  to  bring 
both  the  filiy  and  the  fenfiblc  heathens,  both  the  deceivcjs  and  the  deceiv- 
ed, to  enter  into  the  way  of  truth  and  life.  Therefore  though  we  relate 
this,  yet  we  lay  no  emphafis  on  fuch  unaccountable  dreams,  nor  on  any 
feigned  or  real  vifions  and  apparitions,  which  fome  people  like  to  make 
much  noife  about.  We  will  not  deny  that  God  may  cord-'fcend  to  make 
many  fingular  contingencies  fubfervient  to  his  purpofe,  and  dreams  among 
the  reft,  according  to  Job  xxxiii.  15,  16.  by  fuch  means  to  turn  the  mind 
of  m'.n;  but  yet  we  have  obferved  from  frequent  experience,  that  fuch  per- 
fons feldom  arrive  to  a  right  and  fixed  ftate  in  ChriiK  Accordingly  I  re- 
marked that  the  abov>;mentioned  Greenlander,  whom  I  myfclf  faw,  though 
he  led  a  quiet  and  unreprovable  life,  could  however  not  yet  attain  to  the 
food  he  had  a  fght  of,  and  which  makes  a  foul  better,  becaufe  there  was 
ftill  no  true  hunger  and  thirft  perceived  in  him  after  the  righteoufiiefs  of 
thrift. 
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<'  dcfired  them  to  come  again  foon.  But  in  anptl/ie^ 
'*  houfe  there  was  a  man  that  had  oppofed  them  ftre- 
*'  noufly.  You  carry  your  matter  too  far  (fays  he)  ii^ 
*'  fpeaking  and  finging  always  ahout  God,  and  refuiii^g 
*'  to  make  yourfelves  merry  as  others  do,  who  \yill  for 
*'  all  that  go  to  God  as  well  as  you.  Simon  anfwered 
*'  him :  Thofe  that  go  on  fo,  and  yet  pretend  to  be 
"  believers,  betray  their  ignorance  of  Jefus  our  Saviour ; 
f*  for  whoever  believes  with  all  his  heart  that  he  died  fo^ 
^*  our  fins  upon  the  crofs,  will  not  do  good  and  evil 
**  promifcuouily,  for  Jefus  faniflifies  him,  and  makes  an 
*'  end  of  the  evil  that  is  in  him  *.  Some  of  the  baptized 
"  from  the  colony  were  prefent,  ,who  confirmed  v/hat 
*'  Simon  faid,  and  put  the  opponent  much  to  iliame. 
*'  Another  time  (they  write)  Simon  came  home  from 
"  Kangek,  and  faid  he  had  been  very  happy  there  with 
"  Jacob,  one  of  the  colony.  They  had  talked  together 
*'  about  our  Saviour  and  joined  in  prnyer.  The  heathens 
'*  firfi:  laughed  at  them,  but  at  laft  they  grew  ftill  an4 
"  were  filled  with  furprife.  Another  faid,  that  there 
*'  were  many  'it\  the  houfe  where  he  was,  who  alked  hin> 
*'  many  queftions,  and  were  glad  when  he  prayed  with 
"  them.  All  the  reft  were  ftill,  and  had  dropped  all 
'*  unprofitable  converfation." 

Sarah  alfo  was  very  afliduous  wherever  fhc  came,  to 
fpeak  with  any  defirous  fouls  that  would  hear  her. 
When  fhe  was  afked  :  What  {he  then  faid  to  them  ?  fhe 
anfwered  :  "  I  fpeak  to  them  of  the  corrupt  heart  of 
"  man,  but  dired:  them  immediately  to  the  wounds  of 
**  Jefus,  which  can  make  them  good."  Once  fhe  went 
jnto  a  tent  where  a  child  lay  dead,  and  fpoke  to  the 
women  that  v.'ere  affembled  to  the  funeral  dirge,  alledg- 
iug  that  text.  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me^  &c,  and 
telling  them  that  they  had  no  occafion  to  howl  over  the 
child's  death,  becaufe  our  Saviour  loved  children  very 
much. 

Anna,  the  late  Samuel'a  widowj  who  had  lived  above 
a  year  with  her  brother  among  the  heathen,  w.ii  not 
there  without  blefling  neither.     She  told   us  that  feveral 

*  According  to  the  Greenland  expreflion  Jjor-fel^nti^a,  he  makes  hira 
ceafe  to  do  evil.  An  inftance  how  many  words  lUt;  Greenlanders  puC 
Jpgi^ther,  io  exnrefs  a  thing  which  thsy  had  before  no  conception  of. 

leagues 
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leagues  up  the  inlet,  where  the  brethren  could  feldom  go, 
there  were  many  people  who  had  a  great  defirc  to  hear 
fomething  of  our  Saviour,  if  they  had  but  anyone  to  in- 
ftru£l  them.  *'  I  was  often  fentfor  (fays  flie)  to  perfcil 
*'  ftrangers,  who  conftrained  me  to  fpeak,  which  I  did, 
**  but  I  poor  creature  am  ftill  fo  defccSlive  and  ignorant, 
**  what  fhall  I  fay  to  other  people?" 

This  longing  of  the  heathens  to  hear  fomething 
of  our  Saviour  from  thofe  that  were  baptized,  had  a  good 
cfFedl  upon  Catharine.  "  I  am  often  reminded  (fays  ihe  j 
"  of  what  I  have  heard^  throughout  the  winter,  and  what  I 
*'  felt  at  my  baptifm,  and  fometim.es  I  have  been  enabled 
"  to  fpeak  to  others  about  it.  But  I  muft  flill  blufh  for 
"  fhame,  that  I  have  not  made  it  more  my  concern  to 
*'  know  him  who  laid  down  his  life  for  me." 

§4. 
In  this  manner  the  fcattering  abroad  of  the  little  flock 
of  the  baptized,  whom  in  fum.mer  neceffity  drove  fome- 
times  here,  and  fometimes  there,  to  feck  for  food,  re- 
dounded in  a  b; effing  to  themfelves  and  in  more  con- 
vifStion  to  the  heathen.  Yet  when  they  took  leave,  it 
was  never  without  pain,  and  proper  warning  againft  all 
forts  of  poffible  unhappy  contingencies.  Their  account 
fays  :  '*  When  they  were  making  ready  for  their  depar- 
*'  ture,  we  fcnt  for  all  the  baptized  brethren  .md  Hfters, 
*'  and  fpoke  with  them  feparately.  We  were  like  Jacob 
*'  when  he  difmJlTed  Benjamin.  We  entreated  them 
*'  with  tears  not  to  lofe  Jefus  who  Vv'as  crucified  out 
*'  of  their  fight,  and  to  watch  over  their  hearts  while 
*'  furrounded  with  the  temptations  of  the  heathen. 
**  They  promifed  us  they  would,  with  tears  in  their 
"  eyes,  and  thanked  the  Lamb  f;>r  the  grace  they  had 
"  enjoyed  this  winter.  We  blcifed  them  and  kiflcd 
*'  them,  and  went  with  them  down  to  the  Strand. 
*'  There  we  once  more  fpokc  a  few  words  on  AS:s 
*'  XX.  32.  /^nd  now,  brethren,  I  commend  you  to  God  and 
**  to  the  ivord  of  his  gfocc,  tvhich  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and 
^^  to  give  you  an  inheritance  among  all  them  ivhich  are  fane- 
''  tificd.  Then  they  fct  ofl',  aiid  we  fimg  mean  while  : 
*'  Thy  death  and  blood  once  flied, — Lord  Chrifi: !  thy 
'^'  nail-prints  red, — thv  Iweat  in  foul's  trouble, — and  thy 

"  io 
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**  fo  pierced  fide,  — fecure  and  keep  thy  people, — till 
**  thou  comTt  ag:iin, — church's  Prince  once  flain. 

Some  of  them  were  continually  coming  to  fee  their 
teachers,  and  acquainted  them  how  it  went  with  them- 
felves  and  the  reft.  At  fuch  times  there  was  always  joy 
on  both  fides  J  they  werealfo  particularly  glad  to  hear 
from  the  heathen,  that  the  baptized  behaved  fo  among 
thertfi  as  was  edifying,  though  to  them  uncommon,  and 
not  always  agreeable.  Where  feveral  of  them  met  in 
one  place,  their  cordial  lo\'e  of  one  another  was  obferved 
with  pleafure.  The  brethren  led  them  a  good  exam.ple 
therein.  Once  when  fome  of  them  came  upon  a  vifit, 
and  could  not  go  back  again  for  fome  time  on  account  of 
the  ftrong  winds  and  cold,  and  by  this  means  fuiicred 
hunger  ;  as  the  brethren  h:A-  nothing  elfe  to  give  them, 
they  divided  two  fmall  ftock-fifh  among  them,  which  the 
European  fifters  had  received  at  the  colony  for  fewing. 
It  was  but  a  trifling  circumftance,  but  it  led  me  at  leaft 
to  farther  refleftion. 

§  5. 

But  the  brethren  had  foo/i  after  a  call  to  fly  to  their 
afliftance  in  a  fad  fatality,  which  however  was  alleviated 
with  many  pleafing  circumftanccs.  In  Kookcernen  a  dead 
fperma-ceti  whale  was  driven  alhore.  All  the  Green- 
landers  that  come,  have  a  fhare  in  fuch  a  fund,  and  on 
fuch  occafions  they  keep  a  great  feftivity,  which  is  always 
concluded  with  a  dance.  Ifaac  and  Adam  from  the 
colony  admonifhed  them  not  to  make  fuch  an  alarm,  but 
to  thank  God  for  his  gifts.  But  the  barbarians  only 
laughed  at  them,  and  fhouted  fo  much  the  more.  In  the 
midft  of  the  tumult  one  of  them  falls  down  and  dies, 
loon  after  two  more  that  had  eat  of  the  fifh  died,  and 
others  the  next  day.  They  brought  afhore  direclly 
many  that  were  fick,  and  the  brethren  were  fo  fugcefs- 
ful  as  to  rcfcue  fome  of  them  from  death  by  fome  anti- 
dotal drops  ;  for  they  had  heard  that  the  whale  was  green 
and  blue  on  the  fide  which  was  flruck  by  the  harpoon, 
from  whence  they  fuppofed  that  the  harpoon  rnuft  ha\^ 
been  poifoned  *. 

It 

*  It  is  probable  it  W3S  wo'ir.'^eJ  and  afterwards  loft  by  a  Spanlfh  whak- 

.   catcher,  tv-o  of  whom  were  in  the  Strajts  this  year.     One   of  thefe   fhir» 

was  ftranded  4c  leagues  north  of  Goodhopc;  tLs  tr^w  atteinp''ed  to  n\ipi 
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It  was  obferved,  that  firil  the  eyes  of  tiie  fick  people 
grew  fixed,  aiid  their  tpiigqes  white ;  then  they  loft  feheir. 
lenfcs  and  their  feeling,  fwelled  very  much,  and  fo  died 
gway  without  any  pain.  But  thofe  that  lived  48  hours 
and  could  puke,  recovered  again.  All  that  had  eaten 
Qf  the  green  flcfh  irrecoverably  died,  but  fome  of  the 
others  were  reftored  by  medicine  *.  Upon  this  occ^fion 
^.  woman  brought  her  li^k  (on  of  twelve  years  old  upon 
bpr, back;  he  defned  with  a  weak  voice  that  they  would 
tjell  him  fomjething  of  our  Saviour  before  be  died  ;  they 
did  fo,  and  exhorted  him  to  look  to  the  wounds  of  Jellis 
with  a  believing  heart,  and  to  think  of  nothing  but, 
Jefus  died  for  me  !  Thus  he  expired  during  their  dif- 
courfe,  afcer  they  had  bleffed  him,  and  recommended  his 
foul  into  the  hanqs  of  Jefus. 

The  brethrtn  could  not  diredlly  go  in  their  boat  to 
th-oie  that  were  uck  abrpajd,  becaufe  they  had  their  houfe 
full  of  them  at  home,  and  our  Noah  among  the  rell. 
Fie  v.-as  unccn-imiCnly  chearful  during  his  ficknefs,  and 
faid,  as  they  were  keeping  a  meeting  around  his  bed  : 
*'■  O  wha;-g}:eat  joy  have  I  had  this  winter  when  we 
"  have  bein  fpci^king,  praying,  and  fmging  together !. 
"  but  now  I  can  be  no  more  with  you."  They  com- 
forted him  by  faying,  that  he  would  mingle  with  a  much 
larger  ahembly  around  the  throne  of  the  Lamb,  and 
chant  much  more  agreeably  that  hymn :  U/ito  the  LamO 

in  their  beat  to  land,  but  it  is  fuppofed  were  fl-.ot  by  the  arrows  of  the 
Qreenlandcrs  and  plundered  ;  though  thefe  laft  fay  that  they  found  them 
famiflied  to  death  with  hvnger  and  cold,  and  fo  feized  upon  what  they  left 
as  a  booty.  This  fatality  has  befallen  many  a  /hip.  It  was  but  two  years 
befoi  Cj  that  the  Gveenlanders  flubbed  the  crew  of  a  Dutch  ihip  in  an  artfully 
conceited  manner.  They  polled  themselves  among  the  crew  as  if  they 
wanted  to  deal  with  them  :  Each  of  them  locked  his  man  in  the  face,  and 
the  lign  ag»eed  upon  being  given,  they  drew  their  knives  from  under  their 
coats,  snd  every  oi,e  llabbed  the  man  he  undertook.  Only  the  pilot  and  a 
«oupie  ci  fai'ors  that  were  below  and  fliut  themfelves  in,  faved  their  lives 
and  brought  the  fhip  to  Holland.  In  Di/ko-bay  they  enticed  the  crew  of  a 
i!iip  which  came  to  fmuggle,  to  bring  their  wares  to  land  ;  when  this  was 
done,  one  was  ap poijitcd  to  come  running  down  to  inform  ^hem  that  the 
Paniili  faflors  were  hai^ening  thither  to  feize  them  all.  The  dealers  being 
in  a  conilernat'cn  left  their  goods  where  they  were,  and  fled  to  their  boat, 
t  the  Grecnlandcrs  had  ftationed  an  ambufcads  behind  the  rocks  which 
ot  f.->mc  of  them,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  rert  were  bufily  erapicyLd  in 
carrying  otTthe  goods. 

•  The  year  foUowing  many  othsr  Crfcnlanders  got  their  death  by  eating 
&  dead  whale,  but  that  was  r.ot  in  thele  parts.j 

thai 
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^iot  ivas  J?ain,  kc.     When  they  a&ed  him  whether  he 
loved  our  Saviour  very  much  ?  He  anfwered- :    *'  Yes,  I 
"  do  love  him."     In  his  laft  hours  he  faid  :  "  I  have 
*'  another  younger  brother,  whom  I  would  gladly  h?ve 
*f'  fpoken  to  of  our  Saviour.     I  recommend  him  to  you, 
"  and   wiien  he  comes,  pray  keep  hinv  here,  and  tell 
^^  him  that  I  defired  k  on  my  de^th-bed.''     They  fung 
that  hymn    with  him:  The   Saviour's  blood- and  righ- 
teoufnefe,  &g.     Sometimes  he  joined  in  the^  fmging  with 
an  amiable  mien,  for  he  had  the  command  of  his  fenfes 
to  the  laiV  moment,  and  teftified  by  his  words  and  de^ 
portment  his  longing  to  be- foon  with  Chrift.     May  2,  at 
five  in  the  morning-,  he- expired,  during  the  impofition  of 
hands  and   prayer  attended  with  many  tears.     On  this 
©GcafioH  their  words  run  thus:  "  We  thank  our  Saviour 
"  for  the  grace  he  hath  fhewn  to  him  and  his  family.     It 
•'  is  not  a  fall  year  fmce  he  came  here  firft,  but  as  foon 
*^'  as  grace  begun  to  work  on  him,  we  perceived  an  up- 
**  right  walk  and  a  daily  growth.     We  never  iaw  an 
*'"  unhappy   difcon tented   look  in  him,  though   he  wa$ 
*'  obliged  to  put  up  with  very  indifferent  accommodations ; 
**  and  when   the  others  went  to  other  places  to  better 
"  their  outward  circumftances,  he  faid  :  I  will  fbay  with 
"  you-,  I  have  no  want  here.     He  had  not  fuch  gifts  as 
*'  the  others  to  fpeak  to  the  heathen ;  but  he  was  a  dif- 
"  ciple  on  the  breaft  of  Jefus.     O  how  doth  the  Lord  love 
•*  the  people !  Deut.  xxxiii.   3.     This  text  furnifhed  the 
^*  fubje<^  for  the  funeral  difcourfe." 

After  this  the  brethren  haftedawayto  the  iflands  to  vifit 
their  people.  They  alfo  met  with  an  opportunity  not 
only  to  urge  the  true  conA'erfion  to  God  more  clofely 
upon  the  heathen,  but  likewiie  to  accompany  the  depar- 
ture of  two  baptized  perfons  of  the  colony  into  eternity 
with  words  of  confolation  and  with  prayer.  One  of 
thefe  had  been  baptized  by  Mr.  Egede  in  his  childhood, 
and  had  continued  under  an  effectual  work  of  grace. 
Befides  thofe  that  died  by  this  venomous  difeafe,  another 
unbaptized  man  died,  who  had  lived  laft  winter  with  the 
brethren,  and  then  remained  infenfible  amidft  all  the 
grace  that  bloomed  in  the  hearts  of  others ;  but  in  the 
i'ummer  he  was  laid  hold  of.     He  was  quite  refigned  in 

his 
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his  ficknefs,  and  exprefied  his  joy  that  he  could  appear  as 
a  poor  fmner  before  the  throne  of  grace. 


§6. 


The  Soiithlanders  pafling  by  towards  the  north,  or 
coming  from  if,  often  called  upon  the  brethren,  who  en- 
deavoured to  make  known  to  them  the  way  of  falvation. 
Many  that- were  going  upwards,;  promifed  to  call  here 
again  when.. they  returned;  and-.as  foon  as  they  had  fur- 
ihifhed  themfelves  with  ceTta,ii^  necefTaries,  they  would 
come,  and  live  here  entirely.  Some  that,  lived  with  the 
^uethren  and ,  had  been  inftru^ied,  went- again  ,  to  the 
^udi  with  thofe  that  were. going  downwards:  They 
promifed  to  think  often  on  what  they  had  heard,  and  to 
come,  again  the  next  year.  The  diary  fays :  "  Not  one  ojf 
*'  thofe  that  ftaid  here  all  the  Vv'inter  has  remaijied-un- 
*.*^  moved  by  the  testimony  of  the  Lamb's  blood ;  but  it 
".  is  not  their,  mind  as  yet  to  be  our  Saviours  en- 
''  tirely."  '  •':,;.■ 

On  the  other  hand  fome  other  families  that  had  lived 
here  formerly,  and  had  heard  the  gofpel,  took  up  their 
final  refidence  here,  and  gave  hopes  that  they  would 
furrender  themfelves  up  to  our  Saviour  as  his  propert)^ 
Mathefmgoak,  that  is,  the  little  Matthew,  the  fon  of 
the  late  Samuel,  whom  he  had  left  behind  in  the  fouth, 
but  bequeathed  to  the  brethren,  came  again  after  fou]> 
years  abfence.  He  was  indeed  grown  a  little  wild,  but 
when  he  was  reminded  of  his  baptifmal  covenant,  and 
told  of  the  words  of  his  dying  father,  he  grew  tender,  and 
was  direcSlly  willing  toftay.  But  his  friends  did  not  like  to 
leave  him,  becaufe  they  had  difcovered  a  peculiar  fpright- 
linefs  and  dexterity  in  him.  However  they  acquiefced, 
when  they  heard  his  father's  laft  will,  and  when  they 
fiw  the  brethren's  uncommon  love  to  him,  and  his  own 
wdlingnefs  to  flay.  Some  days  after,  his  fofter-father 
pcrifhed  at  fea.  This  event  brought  his  fofter-mother 
and  her  family  to  fray  here  too. 

The  Greenlander  Mangek,  who  was  the  very  flrft 
that  fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  brethren's  inflru6lion,  and 
was  the  occafion  of  others  coming  and  being  converted, 
though  he  himfelf  did  not  flay,  came  now  again  in  his 
diftrefs,  and  begged  us  to  fetch  him  and  his  people,  for 
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they  had  neither  boat,  nor  victuals.  Hereupon  the  bre- 
thren write  :  "  It  was  not  in  our  power  to  help  them  a 
*'  great  deal  in  their  external  wants,  yet  we  brought 
*'  them  hither,  and  will  pow  do  what  we  can  for  them, 
"  for  we  have  an  eye  to  their  fouls." 

§7- 

Thus  there  was  a  pretty  good  company  of  Green- 
Janders,  befides  the  baptized,  gathered  together  at  New- 
Herrnhut  again  for  the  winter.  The  brethren  began  the 
ufual  morning  and  evening-meetings  and  the  bands. 
And  as  experience  had  taught  them  that  one  or  another 
mifbehaviour  had  fometimes  intervened  among  the  bap- 
tized during  their  abfence,  they  were  fpoken  v.'ith  one 
by  one,  in  order  to  remove  all  mifunderftanding,  before 
they  reftored  to  them  their  feparate  meeting  and  the  kif^ 
of  love  as  a  token  of  their  clofer  fcllowfhip.  They  were 
very  much  humbled  on  account  of  their  faults,  and  beg- 
ged each  other's  pardon  with  tears.  Afterv/ards  juft 
when  the  brethren  intended  to  have  kept  a  love-feaft  with 
them,  and  to  have  fupplicated  the  Lord  for  abfolution, 
Simon  and  fome  of  the  unbaptized  people  fet  off  to  the 
iflands,  without  the  knowledge  of  their  teachers.  The 
unbaptized  yielded  to  the  perfuafions  of  the  heathen,  and 
played  at  ball  with  them,  and  v/hile  they  were  at  play, 
one  of  them,  called  Kiafuk,  fell  down  dead  upon  the 
fpot.  This  unhappy  accident  might  indeed  have  its -na- 
tural caufe,  but  yet  as  it  was  coincident  with  raanjfefl 
difobedience,  it  gave  occafion  to  a  fcrious  admonition 
to  avoid  a  needlefs  and  dangerous  alfociationwith  unbe- 
lievers and  mingling  in  their  paftimes,  and  to  pay  a 
greater  regard  to  their  teachers  words  and  regulations ; 
and  this  was  not  without  a  bleffing. 

A  reading-fchool  v/as  kept  with  the  children,  and  a 
fmging-fchool  with  the  grown  Greenland-women.  The 
men  who  had  no  time  for  it,  learnt  the  hymns  and  the 
tunes  from  the  reft  in  their  houfes.  The  brethren  had 
now  tranflated  feveral  old  and  new  hymns  and  fingle 
verfes;  but  if  a  verfe  was  not  to  be  turned  into  right 
Greenlandifh,  they  rather  omitted  it  than  let  the  nati/ei; 
fmg  it  without  underftanding  it,  or  poffibly  with  a  mif- 
taken  idea.  The  finging  hours  were  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity 


■46  HISTORY  DF  GR-EE^NLAND/  B.  VL 
tuhity  to  inftil  info  the  Greerilanders,  and  efpiscMly  the 
■children,  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  ia  a  Vety  agreeaWe  and 
perhaps  an  eafier  manner  than  by  queftion  and  anfwer. 
They  learned  the  verfes  preftntly  by  heart,  aind  fooner 
took  the  freedom  to  aik  the  meaning  of  a  verfe  than  of  a 
difcourfe.  The  fmging  of  -our  Greenlanders  was  grate- 
ful to  the  heathen  thenifelves,  for  they  had  been  ufed 
"from  the 'beginning  not  to  fing  with  boifterous  vocifera- 
tion, bat  foft,  'flow,  and  intelligible ;  and  many  -a 
'Granger  has  been  induced  by  it  to  ftay  and  hear  a  6i(- 
'courfe,  a  catechifation,  or  a  chapter  out  of  the  Bible, 

In  general  our  dear  Lord  favoured  the  meetings  with 
his  prefence,  and  his  Spirit  applied  the  teftimony  with 
life  to  many  fouls.  At  the  end  of  November  they  wi^ite 
among  other  things  the  following  :  "  The -Lamb  of  God 
"  be  heartily  praifed,  that  towards  evening  he  fends  forth 
*'  light,  "and  puts  more  frequent  opportunities  into  our 
**  hands  to  difpel  the  darknefs  by  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
*'  to  entender  the  obduracy  and  coldnefs  of  the  hearts  of 
'*'  men,  and  to  attract  them  to  him  by  the  power  of  his 
*'  blodd  and  death.  May  he  help  us  on  from  day  to 
"  day,  and 'convince  our  and  all  the  other  Greenlanders 
*'  what  his  blood  can  efFe^  on  poor  fmners." 

Another  time  they  fay :  "  Once  there  was  a  great 
**  flirring  perceived  among  them,  when  we  read  the 
**  xxiid  chapter  of  St.  Matthew  to  them,  and  told  them 
^*  'that  Jefus  Chrift,  the  King  of  glory,  would  now 
**  have  them  called  too,  and  that  they  might  all  come 
*'  to  him  as  they  were,  and  get  themfelves  adorned  with 
*'  his  blood  as  the  wedding-drefs.  My  heart  (fays  dne 
**  brother)  burnt  for  love,  and  fome  of  the 'Greenlanders 
**  burft  out  into  floods  of  teai-s,  and  faid,  that  they  had 
*'  felt  an  energy  in  their  hearts  which  they  coukl  not 
«  defcribe." 

A  principal  article  in  this  affair,  which  muft 'rejoice  a 
true  judge  of  the  tokens  of  grace,  is,  that  the  miffion- 
aries  in  preaching  and  treating  with  the  heathen,  fpoke 
and  afted  with  a  peculiar  feeling  of  their  own  poverty 
and  unworthinefs.  Thus  at  different  times  one  and 
iaftother  fays :  *'  When  I  am  fometimes  fo  poor  and  de- 
*'  festive  that  I  fcaics  know  one  word  to  fay,  the  Lamb 
*'  of  God  grants  H;e  a  look  into  his  wounds,  and  then 
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^^*  tlie  ^'drds  'flow  like  a  torrent,  that  both  I  mvlelf  anti 
*'  the  heare'rs  are 'overpowered  with  fomcthrhg  unutter- 
'*'  able.  "We  all  knoW  who  and  what  we  are,-!-tind  all 
**  vvith  one  confent  dtd2LTe,-^-^We've  no  jireeminence  to 
"*'  fheW,- — to.  rtiove  our  •Lord  to  lore  us  foi"  Dear  bre- 
^-  thten,  y(fix  "h'ave  very  little  in  us  to  I'ej'oice  at ;  hoW- 
**  ever  rejoice  in  this,  'that  we  become  po6r  finners  mot'e 
*'  and  more.  We  will  remain  in  faith  and  love.  We'll 
'*  follow  Jefu's  leadings — throughout  our  life's  proceed- 
^^  ihgs, — and  venture  <vhcn  the  Prince  permits ;"— ^but 
*'  not  as  heroes,  for  -Wt  cannot  a'£l:  the  "hero,  'but  3s 
■*'  (Children,  who  would  gladly  do  the  \vill  of  their 
■"  Father." 

§  8. 

Through  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord  the  congregation 
was  auo-mented  this  year  with  eleven  adult  Gfeenlanders  ; 
three  of  them  were  baptized  in  February,  and  the  other 
eight  at  Chriftmas. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  the'firft  Greenland-pair, 
viz.  Simon  and  Sarah  were  joined  together  in  matrimony 
according  to  the  chriftian  inftitution.  Firft  the  brethren 
'fpoke  with  him  previous  to  it ;  he  propofed  a  woman  that 
did  not  live  here  ar^d  was  not  baptized.  The  brethren, 
as  might  well  be  fuppofed,  objected  againft  it,  therefore 
he  took  time  to  confider  upon  it,  and  the  next  day  he 
faid,  he  had  prayed  our  Saviour  to'direfb  'him  in  this  af- 
fair for  the  good  of  his  foul,  and  had  found  that  "his  pur- 
pofe  had  not  been  pure,  for  he  had  looked  more  at  the 
appearance  of  the  perfon  than  his  foul's  good.  He  v/a5 
afharned  of  himfelf,  and  would  afterwards  a£l  agreeablv 
to  the  mind  of  his  teachers.  But  they  were  afraid  of 
meeting  v/ith  more  difficulty  from  Sarah,  becaufe  it  is  an 
"old  cuftom  amoncr  the  Greenlanders,  that  a  fino-le  wo- 
man  is  not  brought  to  marry  by  confent,  but  by  compul- 
Tion.  However  fhe  was  in  a  good  difpofition,  and  our 
Saviour  accompanied  the  propofal  to  her  with  his  grace, 
fo  that  ihe  was  willing,  contrary  to  their  expectation. 
Then  after  a  fhort  exhortation,  to  let  themfelves  be 
formed  as  an  image  of  the  Lord  and  his  church,  they 
were  mutually  promifed  to  each  other,  and  this  prelimi- 
'rrary   tranla(5tion  'was   concluded    with   prayer.     A  'few 

days 
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days  after,  all  the  Greenlandcrs  and  fome  Europeans 
from  the  colony  aflemblcd  together,  and  a  difcourfe  v;as 
held  on  Eph.  v.  23,  24.  and.  then  they  were  joined  in 
marriage,  and  recommended  to.  the  Lord  in  prayer  as  the 
firft  married  pair  that  were  bound  together  here  according 
to  the  chriftian  rites,  wifliing  they  might  inherit  a  new 
bleifiag  and  fhew  an  edifying  example. 

.§9-:. 

I  now  come  to  the  relation  of  fome  intermixed  occur- 
rences ;  from  which  we  fliall  fee  that  the  brethren  had 
great  reafon  to  thank  the  faithful  eye  and  Watchman  of 
Ifrael  for  his  blelling  in  externals,  and  for  averting  many 
dangers  in  their  voyages  on  account  of  vifiting  or  other 
necefl'ary  affairs.  Once  when  they  went  to  fearch  for 
wood,  a  contrary  ftormy  wind,  and  fnowy  weather, 
kept  them  prifoners  a  whole  vveek  upon  a  clefart  ifland  in 
a  piercing  ccld  without  any  tent.  Another  time  fome 
Greenlandcrs  were  fcarce  landed  fafe  with  a  corpfe  they 
had  brought  home,  before  a  raging  tempeft  arofe,  which 
threatened  to  overturn  our  hcufe. 

At  Good-hope  they  received  an  account  that  no  fliip 
had  arrived  this  year  at  Frederic's-hope,  a  colony  ereiSled 
but  laft  year ;  therefore  the  failor  here  refolved  to  carry 
them  a  couple  of  boat-loads  of  provifion,  and  defired  the 
brethren  to  accompany  him  with  their  boat.  Juft  as 
they  were  going  to  fet  off",  the  other  fadlor  came  him^ 
felf  from  the  fouth,  and  could  take  fo  much  into  his  own 
boat  that  the  brethren's  affiftance  was  not  wanted. 
When  ^hey  were  got  20  leagues  from,  hence,  the  fame  un- 
friendly ftorm  that  had  imprifoned  the  brethren  for  a 
week  on  an  ifland,  befet  them,  and  overturned  one  of 
their  boats  by  its  monftrous  billows  ;  two  men  were 
drowned,  and  two  climbed  upon  the  keel  of  the  boat» 
and  in  this  manner  were  driven  about  for  a  league 
before  the  other  boat  could  come  to  their  relief  and  fave 
them. 

The  Good-hope  fhip  arrived  this  year  the  2d  of  July. 
The  brethren  received  by  it  many  jo}ful  accounts  and 
animating  letters,  and  alfo  as  much  cf  the  necelfaries 
of  life  as  would  fuffice  for  their  fubfiffcncc,  with  the 
help  of  what  they  themfclves  could  procure.      July  3, 

they 
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they  began  their  new  building,  which  fome  particular 
reafons  made  them  put  off  laft  year,  and  which  was  now 
become  more  necellary ;  yet  they  did  not  compleat  it 
till  the  year  following.  By  this  fhip  the  miffionary 
Frederic  Boehnifh  made  his  firft  vifit  from  hence  to  the 
brethren's  congregations,  in  order  to  deliver  in  a  verbal 
account  of  matters,  and  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  anew^  for 
his  labour. 


The  twelfth  Year  1744. 
§  I. 

TH  E  almoft  general  ftirring  that  took  place  among 
the  heathen  laft  year,  continued  this  year  in  its 
blelTed  progrefs,  and  the  brethren  laboured  to  cherifh  it 
by  their  own  and  the  baptized  Greenlanders  co-agency. 
Yet  the  enemy  ftrove  tj  fmother  it,  nay  even  to  difpatch 
by  murder  the  inftraments  that  made  fuch  inroads  upon 
him.  But  he  fucceeded  I'o  poorly,  that  he  loft  his  cap- 
tive fouls  more  and  more,'  and  they  were  called  and  pre- 
pared for  eternal  life. 

When  our  Greenlanders  came  home  from  the  iflands, 
their  account  commonly  ran  thus  :  "  We  found  many 
"  people  that  heard  us  gladly,  nay  that  defired  us  to  tell 
*'  them  fomething  of  our  Saviour.  Some  indeed  mock- 
*'  ed,  but  were  put  to  fhame  by  the  others."  One  that 
was  baptized,  once  found  feveral  men  fitting  together,  and 
fpeaking  with  concern  about  their  condition.  They 
conftrained  him  to  fit  down  by  them,  to  talk  with  them. 
Even  an  unbaptized  man  who  had  at  other  times  ex- 
prelTed  an  enmity  againft  the  word,  but  could  not  as  yet 
leave  a  brother  of  his  who  was  baptized,  was  once  called 
upon  by  the  heathen  to  tell  them  fomething.  But  as 
his  heart  fmote  him,  he  began  to  weep,  and  uttered 
himfelf  in  a  prayer,  in  which  he  confefTed  his  own  bad 
condition  J   and  this  had  alfo  its  effect  on  the  favages. 

The  awakening  extended  further  than  the  brethren 
could  ordinarily  vifit ;  this  they  were  informed  of  by  one 
of  the  baptized,  who  had  found  the  heathen  very  delirous 
many  leagues  to  the  north.  They  urged  him  to  fit  and 
talk  to  them  the  whole  night.   The  fecond  night  he  ftole 
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away  into  a  little  houfc,  to  get  feme  reft.  But  they  foon 
found  him  out,  and  he  was  obliged  to  gratify  their  de- 
fine of  more  converfation.  A  celebrated  angekok  in  this 
place  dreamed  that  he  was  in  hell-torments,  and  heard 
and  faw  unfpeakable  things.  He  wept  two  whole  days, 
and  then  told  the  people  his  vifion,  adding  that  he  would 
not  go  on  with  his  delufions  any  longer. 

§   2. 

Thus  the  brethren  were  more  and  more  encouraged 
to  vifit  the  heathen  frequently,  or  to  live  fome  days  with 
them  in  order  to  blow  up  the  fire  that  was  under  the 
afhes.  At  one  vifit  in  Kangek  a  Greenland  woman  was 
baptized,  who  could  not  come  to  the  great  celebration 
of  baptifm  becaufe  of  the  bad  weather.  Of  this  they 
write  :  "  We  were  welcomed  with  much  joy  by  the 
"  heathen,  and  our  mefTage  was  heard  every  morning 
*'  and  evening  with  great  eagernefs.  March  y,  the  fa- 
*'  crament  of  baptifm  was  difpenfed.  So  many  people 
"  came,  that  the  houfe  was  quite  filled,  and  fome  flood 
"  without  by  the  windows.  After  a  difcourfe  on  the 
"  text:  God fo  loved  the  world,  &c.  the  candidate  wa& 
"  baptized  and  called  Sophia.  The  croud  ftanding  round 
"  were  vaftly  affected  and  flied  numberlefs  tears  *. 
*'  May  the  Lamb  make  her  a  blcfling  to  her  country- 
*'  folks.  She  is  endov/ed  with  both  gifts  and  grace, 
*'  and  fhe  meets  already  with  much  perfccution,  becaufe 
"  there  is  a  noted  Angekok  at  this  place,  v/ho  coun- 
"  teradls  us  very  much.  He  has  threatned  to  fall  upon 
*'  us  with  the  well-known  band  of  murderers,  becaufe 
*'  he  fees  that  our  miniftry  among  the  heathen  en- 
**  croaches  too  much  on  his  trade.  But  we  rely  on  the 
"  word  of  Jefus,  that  not  a  hair  fliall  fall  from  our 
"  head,  nor  thofe  of  our  Greenlanders,  without  the  will 
**  of  our  heavenly  Father.  The  9th,  a  woman  fprang 
"  from  a  rock  into  the  fea,  and  was  drowned.  The 
"  reafon  was  this,  the  angekok  pretended  he  would 
*'  conjure  a  healthy  foul  into  a  fick  child ;  but  as  it  died 

*  This  is  the  woman  who  two  years  ago  was  firft  touched  by  Aibalik'3 
relation  of  the  woman  of  Samaria.  [See  1742.  §  3.]  She  has  been  fmcc 
in  the  north.  At  one  vifit  tliey  fay  of  her:  "  She  is  never  fatiatcd  with 
"  hearing.  She  prays,  and  fings,  and  fpeaks  with  all  that  will  hear  any 
*'  thing  of  our  Saviour,  and  is  hated  on  that  account," 

"  after 
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**  after  all,  he  laid  the  blame  upon  this  woman,  and 
"  affirmed  that  fhe  had  killed  this  new  foul  with  her 
*'  black  art.  On  t^iis  account  the  child's  father  lay  in 
*'  wait  to  take  away  her  life,  and  file  leaped  into  the 
"  water  that  (he  might  not  be  hewn  in  pieces  in  the 
"  manner  that  the  Greenlanders  ferve  the  reputed  witch- 
"  es.  The  forcerers  invent  fuch  lies,  when  they  want 
*'  to  have  any  body  out  of  the  v/ay.  The  infidels  ftand 
*'  in  great  fear  of  them,  but  the  believers  bring  their 
*'  delufive  art  into  more  and  more  difgrace.  Therefore 
*'  thefe  foothfayers  betake  themfelves  to  this  evafion, 
**  that  their  fkill  does  not  extend  to  believers,  becaufe 
"  they  have  fubmitted  themfelves  to  the  jurifdi6lion  of 
"  another  great  Spirit,  who  always  withftands  their 
"  fpirit." 

At  the  laft  villt  In  this  year,  the  above-mentioned  So- 
phia (who  removed  in  the  autumn  with  her  family  to 
New-Herrnhut)  gave  them  a  letter  which  fhe  had  dic- 
tated, addrefled  to  her  former  houfe-companlons.  All 
the  Greenlanders  were  eager  to  hear  it.  The  mifiionary 
was  defired  to  lead  it  over  feveral  times,  and  had  an 
opportunity  by  it  to  fhevv  how  a  foul  is  difpofed  as  foon 
as  it  experiences  the  blood  of  Jefus  in  its  heart,  and  how 
it  cannot  keep  filence,  but  wifhes  all  fouls  the  fame. 
Some  were  affetSled  and  wept,  and  others  feemed  quite 
infenfible,  yet  liftened  attentively.  Thefe  laft  were 
ftruck  by  the  difcourfe  he  kept  afterwards  on  Rom.  ii. 
.4,  5.  of  the  patience  and  long-fuffering  of  God  towards 
dead  and  infenfible  man .  l^hen  the  account  fays  : 
*'  Afterwards  I  went  with  Rebecca  and  Efther  to  the 
*'  other  hoLifes.  At  firft  we  met  with  nothing  but  wo- 
**  men ,  to  whom  Efther  teftified  with  moving  and 
"  anointed  words  what  grace  the  Friend  of  finners  had 
*'  fhewn  to  her.  She  fet  before  them  the  example  of 
*'  the  great  finner  Mary  Magdalene,  and  exhorted  them 
**  to  follow  it.  I  was  quite  pleafed  with  her  difcourfe. 
"  Then  we  adjourned  to  another  houfe,  where  I  fpoke 
*'  on  the  words :  Behold  the  Lamb  ff  God^  &ic.  and  in- 
"  vited  them  to  the  approaching  baptifm  of  fome  of 
"  their  relations.  In  the  evening  we  came  again  to 
"  our  lodging;  there  I  fpoke  on  the  text:  I  give  wa- 
**  Uts  in  the  ivildirmjsy    and  riven  in  the  dejariy   to  give 

D  2  «  drink 
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drink  to  ?ny  people.''''  I  felt  a  particular  energy  ifluing 
from  the  wounds  of  Jefus,  and  the  people  were  fo 
ftruck  that  there  was  fcarce  one  unmoved.  After  the 
difcourfe  they  fat  themfelves  down  here  and  there  \n 
little  companies  to  talk  over  this  matter.  Dec.  5,  as 
foon  as  they  rofe,  they  defired  me  to  fpeak  to  them 
again.  I  fpoke  of  the  agonizing  conflict:  of  our  Sa- 
viour's foul  when  he  purchafed  us,  and  that  the 
bloody  fvv'cat  trickling  down  his  face  exempts  every 
foul  from  coming  into  judgment,  who  adheres  to  him 
by  faith.  We  had  a  blefled  converfation  with  the 
heathen  when  the  difcourfe  was  over.  Anna's  bro- 
ther cried  out  with  tears :  Ah,  now  I  begin  to  un- 
derftand  why  ye  fpeak  fo  much  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  ! 
I  could  not  look  at  the  old  man  without  tears.  He 
had  conftantly  faid  to  his  fifter :  I  fhould  by  rights  be 
converted,  and  fo  I  will  too,  but  I  know  not  what 
ails  me,  I  cannot  rightly  come  at  it.  The  6th,  after 
a  difcourfe  on  the  good  Shepherd,  we  recommended 
them  to  him  in  prayer.  Anna  gave  us  her  daughter 
to  go  awhile  to  our  fchool.  At  fetting  off  we  fung  : 
Up!  up  I  ye  redeemed^  be  watchful  and  bri/k^  &c.  Some 
of  them  ran  along  the  flrand  to  hear  what  we  fung, 
and  wept  aloud.  We  ftaid  all  night  with  Rofma, 
and  file  and  her  Elizabeth  refolved  to  go  with  us. 
At  this  place  lived  fome  religious  Greenlanders  ; 
therefofe  I  fpoke  on  thofe  words  :  JVithout  me  ye  can  da 
nothing ;  and  fliewed  the  difference  between  mere  na- 
tural piety  and  a  true  change  of  heart,  which  induces 
a  perfon  to  abftain  (out  of  love  to  our  Saviour)  from 
every  thing  that  he  redeemed  us  from  at  the  experice 
of  his  life,  and  which  endues  him  with  power  through 
his  blood  fo  to  walk  even  as  he  walked.  When  I 
went  away,  a  girl  ran  after  me  weeping  and  faying : 
O  I  am  too,  too  bad,  and  feel  nothing  yet  of  the 
blood  of  Jefus ;  what  fliall  I  do  ?  I  laid  to  her : 
Here  is  Elf  her  and  Rebecca,  they  can  tell  thee  what 
they  did.     And  that  they  told  her  with  joy." 

§3. 

Many  Greenlanders  came  from  thefe  iflands  to  vifit 
the  brethren  from  time  to  time.     But  there  were  fome 

amon* 
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among  them  that,  in  fpite  of  all  the  work  of  grace  on 
their  hearts,  ftill  refiftcd  the  truth,  and  perfecuted  thofe 
that  believed,  under  the  pretence  that  fome  of  them  were 
related  to  the  murderers  of  their  friends ;  therefore  they 
timed  at  talcing  away  their  lives  to  revenge  their  friends 
blood.  The  brethren  defcr.ibed  to  them  the  fin  of  mur- 
der, and  the  injuftice  of  fuch  kinds  of  revenge,  which 
in  cafe  it  cannot  find  the  perpetrator,  vents  itfelf  on  his 
innocent  relations,  nay  even  on  fuch  as  only  happen  to 
live  in  the  fame  land.  The  brethren  fent  for  Jonathan, 
who  was  the  chief  object  of  their  evil  intentions,  to 
come  to  them ;  the  people  were  appealed  by  his  pro- 
teftations  of  innocence,  and  promifed  to  do  no  harm  to 
him  or  any  of  the  believers.  There  was  one  of  them 
called  Kainak,  whom  the  brethren  reminded  of  the  time 
four  years  ago,  when  he  was  laid  hold  of  in  a  period 
of  awakening,  and  exhorted  him  to  furrender  himfelf 
once  into  the  hands  oi"  our  Saviour'.  The  tears  came  in 
his  eyes,  and  he  knew  not  what  to  fay,  but  that  he  was 
a  miferable  corrupted  creature,  that  knew  very  well  he 
ought  to  be  converted,  but  could  not,  becaufe  he  liked 
better  to  wander  up  and  down  with  the  favages.  After 
Kuyayak,  Samuel's  brother,  had  been  drowned  in  coaft- 
ing  to  the  north  as  was  mentioned  before,  this  man  took 
his  fon  Kuanak  with  him.  Afterwards  the  poor  lad  was 
leized  with  a  burning  fever,  and  being  light-headed  he 
wounded  Kainak's  wife  with  a  knife ;  he  was  beat  fo  un- 
mercifully for  it,  that  fomebody  brought  him  to  the  bre- 
thren Upon  their  back  as  a  wretched  xripple.  However 
they  were  glad  to  get  him  alive  again,  and  cured  him. 
This  boy  came  now  alfo  to  Kainak ;  and  confefled  that 
he  had  very  well  deferved  the  blows ;  but  advifed  him 
and  the  reft  of  them  to  be  all  converted.  They  wept 
all  together,  and  owned  they  were  wrong  *. 

Some  of  the  other  vifitors  lamented  that  they  had 
not  come  here  to  winter,  for  the  uneafmefs  of  their 
hearts  purfued  them  without  intermiilion,  and  if  they  at- 
tempted to  fmother  it  by  ball-playing  or  other  diver- 
iions,  yet  it  returned  fo  much  the  ftronger.  Thefe  peo- 
ple were  now  very  much  out  of  humour  with  a  falfe 

*  It  will  be  mentioned  in  the  precefs  of  the  hiftory,  that  after  fevcral 
yeai's  foai'j  of  thcf:;  p*cpie  were  converted. 

D  3  prophet 
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prophet  and  Angekok,  who  had  made  the  chriftian  reli- 
gion fufpicious  to  them,  and  warned  them  again  ft  be- 
lieving in  Jefiis,  pleading  that  it  was  a  mere  invention 
of  the  foreigners,  which  might  now  be  feen,  becaufe  forne 
of  the  believers  died,  though  their  teachers  had  faid  that 
none  of  thofe  that  believed  in  the  Son  of  God  would  die. 
Afterwards  v/hcn  he  was  called  to  an  account  before  the 
others,  and  afked,  if  he  had  ever  heard  that  the  belie- 
vers fhould  always  remain  in  this  world ;  he  faid  :  *'  O 
*'  no,  I  did  not  apprehend  it  fo,  but  becaufe  I  knew- 
'*  that  I  ought  to  be  converted,  and  yet  would  not,  I 
"  invented  this  objedbion,    left  the  reft  of  the   people 
*'  fliould  be  converted,  and  I  be  left  alone."     One  can- 
not help  wondering  at  this  man's  honeft  ccnfcffion  of  the 
reafon  whv  he  did  not  avouch  the  chriftian  doctrine  ;  and 
it  were  to  be  wiflied  that  all  others  were  fo  honeft,  who 
have  once  determined  not  to  adopt  the  gofpel- truths,  and 
on  that  account  fo  eafily  furnifh  themfelves  with  argu- 
ments againft  them,  which  have  juft  as  much  validity  as 
the  curious  devices  of  this  Greenlander.     He  told  one 
of  the  baptized,    that  he  had  a  mind  to  be  converted 
too,    but  that  his   love  for  his    deceafed    children    and 
friends  kept  him  back,    for  if  he  went  to  hea\'en  and 
thofe  were  in  hell,   he  could  have  no  joy  there.     An 
old  man  of  another  diftrift,  who  had  exprefTed  an  en- 
mity againft  the  word  of  God  for  many  years,  and  yet 
c'amx   continually  a  vifiting,    was  once  feriouily  afked, 
why  he  was  fo  full  of  animofity,  fmce  Jefus  died  for  his 
adverfaries  too,    and  would  forgive  and  take  away  his 
enmity  if  he  was  willing  ?    He  liftened  earneftly  to  this 
news,  and  was  quite  friendly  at  leaft  for  this  time,  and 
early  next  morning  he  came  again  and  begged  them  to 
fpeak  further  to  him  about  the  fame  fubje£t,  for  he  that 
was  crucified  in  fuch  a  manner  came  into  his  mind  as 
as  foon  as  he  awoke.      After  feme  further  inftruction 
he  cried  out :  O  J^-fus,  help  me  poor  creature  I 

§4- 
In  this  manner  truth  obtained  one  conqueft  after  the, 
other,  and  the  firnple  doctrine  of  the  crucified  Jefus  was 
laid  before  the  moft  wild,  hard  and  refifting  hearts  and 

mir^ds 
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minds  fo  plainly  and  heartily,  as  the  method  of  teaching 
under  the  new  covenant  requires ;  neither  did  it  fail  of 
proving  its  efficacy  and  producing  its  fruit  in  its  time, 
even  when  it  feemed  to  lie  dormant  for  fome  years. 
But  the  hrethren  were  not  backv/ard  to  treat  fome  more  fe- 
verely,  efpecially  thofe  of  an  audacioufly  profligate  fpirit; 
yet  as  foon  as  they  relented,  they  led  them  alfo  in  the 
evangelical  track. 

In  May  the  aforementioned  banditti,  who  had  threaten- 
ed the  teachers,  marched  to  New-Herrnhut  at  a  time  when 
moft  of  the  Greenlanders,  at  leaft  all  the  men,  were  ab- 
fent  in  queft  of  food,  and  all  the  brethren  but  Matthew 
Stach  were  gone  to  vifit  thera.  He  relates  what  follows 
concerning  it : 

"  They  came  from  the  Sound,  where  their  tents  are 
*'  now  {landing,   firft  to  the  colony  and  then  to   us. 
*'  My  room  was  fo  full,  that  there  was  no  ftirring.     I 
"  could  not  guefs  their  aim.     T  knew  what  they  had 
*'  threatened,  but  I  was  not  afraid,  and  went  on  quiet- 
"  ly  with  my  tranflatlon.     When  they  had  fat  av/hile, 
*'  their  chief  faid  :    "  We  are  come  to  hear  fomething 
*'  good."     I  faid  :  I  am  glad  of  it,  only  let  the  reft  of  the 
*'  people  come  into  the  houfe  firft.     He  fent  for  them 
*'  in  dire£tly.     I  fang  firft  :  Let  the  world  hear,  &:c. 
'"  The  Lamb's  fweet  art — hath   won  my  heart, — His 
"  voice  I  prov'd, — I  bow'd,  believ'd  and  lov'd  : — ^ohn 
*'  pointed  out  the  Lamb,  &:c.     Then  I  prayed  that  the 
■"  Lord  would  apen  their  hearts  to  underftand  what  he 
"  fhould  give  me  to  fay  to  them.     After  that  I  fpoke  a 
*'  few  words  on  a  pafTage  out  of  my  trandation  Alyls  xvii. 
"  concerning  Paid'?,  occurrence  at  Athens,  and   after- 
"  wards  I  faid  :  "Yet  I  will  not  fay  a  great  deal  to  you  of 
"  the  Creator  of  all  things,  for  you  know  already  that 
"  there  is  a  Creator.     (This  all,  but  one,  confirmed.) 
■"  You  alfo  know  that  you  are  wicked  people,  (which 
*'  they  all  (aid  Tes  to.)     Now  then  I  will  tell  you  of  th« 
*'  moft  necefTary  point,  viz.  that  you  and  we  have  a 
*'  Saviour,  who  is  the  fame  that  made  all  things  at  firft. 
*'  He  came  into  the  world  like  another  man,  refided  up- 
*'  wards  of  thirty  years  upon  earth,  did  the  will  of  his 
•^^  heavenjy   Fatherj    and    inftruded   mankind.      After- 
D  4  «  wards 
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wards  he  was  faftened  up  to  a  crofs  and  flaln  by  his 
country-men,  who  would  not  believe  his  word.  But 
the  third  day  he  rofe  again  from  the  grave,  and  after- 
wards afcended  up  into  heaven.  Now  the  time  is  ap- 
proaching when  he  will  come  again  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven ;  then  all  the  dead  will  rife  and  appear  before 
him  as  the  righteous  Judge,  and  he  will  render  to 
every  one  according  to  his  works.  Then  I  turned  to 
the  chief,  and  faid  :  But  thou  poor  man  !  hov^  wilt 
thou  ftand  before  him,  when  all  the  fouls  whom  thou 
hafl  difpatched  out  of  this  world,  fhall  flep  forth  and 
fay  to  him  that  fits  upon  the  tribunal :  This  wicked 
wretch  murdered  us  juft  as  thou  hadft  fent  thy  mef- 
fengers  to  us,  and  hindered  us  from  hearing  the  ac- 
count of  our  falvation.  What  wilt  thou  then  an- 
fwer  ?"  He  was  filent,  and  caft  his  eyes  down  to  the 
earth.  I  obierved  now  that  a  tremour  feized  them 
all,  therrfore  I  proceeded  ;  "  Hearken  to  me,  I  will  put 
thee  in  a  way  how  thou  mayft  efcape  this  tremendous 
judgment,  but  thou  muit  foon  put  it  in  prailice,  or 
elfc  death  wiil  put  it  out  of  thy  power^  for  thou  art 
old.  Fall  then  at  the  feet  of  Jefus.  Thou  canft  not 
fee  him,  yet  he  is  every  where.  Tell  him  that  thou 
haft  heard,  that  he  loves  the  human  foul  exceedingly, 
and  rejects  no  one  that  cries  for  grace,  though  he  h<t 
the  greatefl  unner  ;  tell  him,  he  fhall  have  mercy  on 
thee  poor  wretched  creature,  and  expunge  thy  fins 
with  his  own  blood,"  and  fo  on.  He  promifed  v/ith 
an  affccT:ed  heart  that  he  would.  When  I  had  finiflr- 
ed,  Anna  began,  whofe  brother  they  had  murdered 
in  the  year  1739,  flie  alfo  exalted  the  power  of  Je fur's 
blood,  which  had  evidenced  itfelf  fo  happily  on  her 
and  hers,  and  admonifhed  them  not  to  withftand  the 
truth  any  longer.  When  flie  had  done,  Sarah  came, 
and  kept  them  a  long  difcOurfc.  They  heard  it  all 
with  great  attention,  and  afterwards  walked  up  and 
down  the  place  in  a  thoufjhtrul  pofture  with  their 
hands  folded,  but  towards  evening  they  departed." 

.§5. 
In  March  the  Greenlandci  s  crept  out  of  their  winter- 
houicoj  i'nd  went  to  their  hfhery.     Now  as  the  brethren 
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had  experimentally  found  that  the  baptized  and  cate- 
chumens frequently  fuftained  harm  in  their  dilfipations 
among  the  favages  in  the  fummer-feafon,  therefore  they 
made  an  arrangement,  that  the  baptized  women  and 
children  who  had  no  provider  (i.  e.  no  father,  hufband 
or  brother)  fhould  live  in  the  tents  with  fome  baptized 
head  of  a  family,  {hould  aflift  him,  and  be  maintained  by 
him.  They  all  acquiefced  in  it  except  one  unmarried 
Greenland  woman,  who  would  abfolutely  live  witha 
fmgle  man  that  was  unbaptized,  and  in  order  to  carry 
her  point,  made  ufe  of  all  manner  of  fcurrilous  refrac- 
tory language,  as  fuch  people  are  wont  to  do,  who  in- 
veigh againiil:  all  orders  that  are  not  adapted  to  the  will 
of  the  flefli  and  carnal  reafon,  under  the  name  of  con- 
ftraint  of  confcience  and  implicit  obedience,  and  thus 
furnifh  the  adverfaries  with  fuch  plaufible  evidences  and 
calumnies,  as  they  can  expedl  to  gather  from  difcontent- 
ed  defertcrs.  They  were  obliged  to  exclude  this  perfon 
from  the  fellowfhip  of  the  faithful  (for  fne  had  been 
baptized)  till  by  the  other  baptized  people's  talking  to 
her  fhe  became  aflaamed  of  her  difobedience,  and  begged 
forgivenefs.  • 

John  Shneider,  one  of  their  teachers  went  with  them, 
that  they  might  regulate  themfelves  from  the  beginning 
in  a  manner  becoming  chriftians,  and  might  not  be  too 
long  without  inftruclion ;  he  kept  a  meeting  with  them 
every  morning  and  evening,  fpoke  with  them  fmgly,  and 
had  often  an  opportunity  between  whiles  to  fpeak  to  the 
heathens.  Once  when  he  went  out  to  {hoot  fomething 
to  eat,  tv/o  little  girls  fifhing  upon  the  ice  called  to  him, 
and  faid  that  they  rejoiced  when  they  faw  him  coming, 
and  now  he  fhould  ftay  a  little  with  them,  and  not  only 
apply  himfelf  to  the  purfuit  of  partridges,  but  tell  them 
ibmething  of  our  Saviour,  efpecially  as  they  had  no  op- 
portunity of  comiiig  to  his  houfe.  Accordingly  he  fpoke 
to  them  with  pleafure,  to  the  purport  of  that  verfe : 
*'  Ne'er  let  it  vanifti  from  my  heart— Ttjat  I  have  been 
*<  redeemed — by  thy  exceffiye  fmart." 

In  the  mean  time  the  Greenlanders  vifited  in  New^ 
Herrnhut  ^s  often  as  they  could,  and  by  degrees  moft  of 
them  came  home  again,  fo  that  towards  the  end  of  May 
nineteen  tents  were  ftanding  there.     But  they  foon  fet 
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off  again  to  the  Amaralik-bay  to  their  harveft  for  cape- 
lins,  a  kind  of  fprat,  which  ferves  them  in  the  winter 
for  their  daily  bread.  Matthew  Stach  went  with  them 
to  have  a  conftant  infpe^lion  over  them  and  to  proceed 
in  inltructing  them.  He  had  an  opportunity  of  preach- 
ing the  gofpel  to  many  heathens  there. 

In  June  they  returned  loaded  with  temporal  and  fpi- 
rltual  blefEngs.  The  miffionary  brought  fome  facks  full 
of  dried  capelins  which  he  himfelf  had  caught,  to  encou- 
rage the  Greenlanders  to  diligence  by  his  example,  and 
to  have  fomething  to  give  the  needy  in  a  time  of  want. 
When  the  brethren  had  nothing  elfc,  they  made  ufe  of 
thefe  during  the  building  or  enlarging  of  their  dwelling- 
place,  which  they  finiflied  fo  far  as  to  enter  it  the  20th 
of  Auguft;  yet  this  food  did  not  agree  with  them,  fo 
that  they  were  fick  and  weak  by  it,  but  more  fo  when 
they  were  obliged  to  cat  mikkiak  or  half-rotten  feals- 
flelli  with  the  Greenlanders.  Yet  they  write :  "  The 
*'  Lord  be  praifed  that  amidft  all  this  he  gives  us  a 
^^  chearful  heart,  and  joy  in  our  Greenlanders,  which 
*'  is  better  than  abundance,  nay  than  all  the  treafures  of 
<•  earth." 

Towards  autumn  the  Greenlanders  went  a  feal- 
catching,  and  in  October  they  returned  to  New-Herrnhut 
all  but  two  widows,  who  ftayed  with  their  children  a* 
mong  their  relations.  The  inhabitants  diftributed  them- 
felves  into  three  houfes.  The  moft  confiderable  fire  of 
each  houfe  made  a  meal  for  the  reft  of  the  men,  at  which 
the  outward  conduct  and  order  to  be  obferved  among 
them  was  made  known.  A  man  from  the  colony  alio 
came  to  beg  them  to  take  him  in ;  but  he  was  fent  thi- 
ther again,  and  told,  that  if  he  would  give  his  heart  to 
our  Saviour,  and  be  obedient  to  the  minifter,  he  might 
certainly  find  every  thing  there  which  he  pretended  to 
want  here. 

§6. 
Now  the  brethren  reguiatcd  the  meetings  and  the 
bands  anew,  and  the  people  were  afked  if  they  were 
willing  to  fpeak  of  the  ftate  of  their  hearts  with  thofe 
perfons  of  their  nation  they  were  claffed  with,  and  they 
all  faid  Yes.  Yet  one  man  ftaid  away  from  that  time, 
and  declared  w^ithout  any  equivocation  or  ftudyine  plau- 
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fible  reafons,  that  he  had  an  averfion  to  fuch  free  con- 
verfation,  for  he  neither  would  nor  could  believe  any  thing 
he  heard  here  of  God  ;  there  was  no  God,  but  every  thing 
came  of  itfelf,  and  will  always  remain  as  it  is.  When 
he  was  fpoke  to  about  it,  and  the  dangerous  fcate  of  his 
foul  was  reprefented  to  him,  he  gave  no  other  anfwer  but 
this,  that  he  would  never  alter  the  opinion  he  had  once 
entertained,  but  go  the  fame  way  as  his  fathers  had  gone 
before  him.  This  frantic  fpeech  proceeded  from  the  dif- 
quietude  of  his  heart,  becaufe  he  wanted  to  ftifle  the 
work  of  grace  but  could  not,  which  muft  neceflarily 
breed  a  confli6l  in  his  foul.  This  betrayed  itfelf  when 
he  once  went  unawares  to  hear  a  difcourfe  on  the  words  : 
The  wages  of  Jin  is  death,  at  which  he  was  fo  reftlefs  and 
anxious,  that  he  turned  from  fide  to  fide  as  if  he  fat  upon 
thorns,  and  at  laft  rofe  up  and  ran  away. 

On  the  other  hand  another  man  came  to  one  of  the 
miffionaries,  and  begged  him  to  talk  with  his  wife.  He 
faid,  fhe  ufed  to  be  very  earneft  in  the  purfuit  of  what 
was  good,  but  becaufe  he  always  hindered  her,  ftie  nov/ 
feemed  to  be  brought  off  from  it  entirely.  He  begged 
the  mifiionary  to  give  her  fre/h  encouragement,  he 
would  never  hinder  her  any  more,  but  be  converted 
himfelf.  A  few  days  after  he  came  to  enquire  if  any  one 
had  fpoken  with  his  wife,  and  what  effe£t  it  had.  One 
day  one  of  the  baptized  faid  to  his  wife,  "  Haft  thou 
*'  never  any  thoughts  about  giving  our  teachers  fome- 
**  thing  ?  they  do  fo  much  for  us,  and  we  do  nothing 
"  for  them ;  make  each  of  them  a  pair  of  fhoes."  Sim- 
ple as  this  ieems,  yet  it  fhews  that  the  Greenlanders  be- 
gan to  think  of  fome  grateful  acknowledgement,  where- 
as formerly  they  expected  to  be  paid  for  the  loan  of  their 
ear& 

§7. 

The  children's  fchool  was  begun  again,  and  at  the 

clofe  each  time  a  text  was  repeated  to  them  to  learn, 
and  the  next  Sunday  they  were  catechized  upon  it. 
Sometimes  they  read  to  them  fome  animating  accounts 
from  the  children  of  believing  negroes  and  Indians  in 
America,  or  letters  from  the  children  of  the  nurferies  of 
the  Unity ;  then  gave  them  an  exhortation  to  follow  the 
good  example,  and  concluded  with  prayer.     They  alfo 

read 
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read  fometimes  fuch  kind  of  accounts  of  other  miffions 
to  the  adults  for  their  excitation,  and  after  a  time  they 
fet  apart  a  day  every  month  for  this  purppfe,  which  was 
called  the  Monthly  Prayer-Day  or  Congregation-Day. 
Such  letters  and  accounts  awakened  a  defire  in  fome  of 
the  Greenlanders  to  exprefs  alfo  the  ftate  of  their  hearts 
and  minds  in  letters  to  their  brethren  beyond  the  fea. 
Accordingly  they  dictated  fomething  to  the  pen  of  their 
teachers,  which  they  tranflated  into  German  and  fent. 
Thus  the  following  letters  were  wrote  this  year. 

1.  From  Jonah.  *'  Aly  dear  brethren,  I  have  not 
"  feen  you,  neverthelefs  I  love  you,  becaufe  Jefus 
"  fought  after  me  as  a  loft  creature  and  at  laft  found  me, 
*'  When  I  was  baptized,  I  promlfed  to  follow  Jefus  ; 
*'  but  now  I  am  convinced  I  have  no  ftrength  for  it. 
"  Since  now  I  can  think  nothing  good  of  myfelf,  I 
*'  ftand  in  need  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  for  my  purifica- 
*'  tion,  that  it  may  make  an  end  of  the  wickednefs  of 
"  my  heart,  for  it  is  very  corrupt.  When  my  teachers 
"  mention  Jefus's  blood,  then  it  gives  me  joy  that  the 
*'  Lamb  hath  purchafed  me  with  his  blood.  But  if  I 
*'  ftay    long    among    the   heathen,    I  forget   it  again. 

. ''  Therefore,  my  dear  brethren,  pray  often  to  the  Lamb 
■^^  of  God  for  me,  that  he  may  give  me  a  good  heart. 
*'  O  Jefus,  be  gracious  to  me  !" 

2.  Sarah  wrote  to  the  Ordinary :  *'  I  will  write  to  thee 
**  about  my  heart.  I  feel  my  mifery,  and  pray  our  Sa- 
**  viour  that  he  may  grant  me  to  feel  his  blood.  For  [ 
**  have  no  Saviour  that  can  help  and  fave  me,  but  the 
*'  Lamb  of  God.  Sometimes  when  I  am  alone,  I  feel 
**  that  God  is  prefent  to  my  fpirit,  and  then  I  thank 
*•*  him.  But  fometimes  i  feel  no  kind  of  good  in  me, 
**  nay  mere  corruption,  and  though  I  ftri\-e  and  look 
**  about  in  my  mind  after  him,  yet  I  ftill  hanker  after 
•*  corruption  and  forget  him.  In  the  beginning  after  I 
•*  was  baptized,  I  thought  now  all  fm  is  removed  far 
"  from  me  ;  but  this  winter  our  Saviour  has  humbled 
**  me  very  much  on  account  of  my  finfulnefs.  It  has 
**  been  a  great  joy  to  me  that  fo  many  have  been  bap- 
**  tized  this  winter.  Now  I  experience,  that  with  God 
**  all  things  are  pofiible,  that  even  we  Greenlanders  can 
**  be  together  in  right  hearty  love.     Though  I  am  very 

**  worthlcfs 
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*•  worthlefs,  yet  my  teachers  love  me,  and  do  not  de^ 
**  fpife  me  notwithftanding  my  wretchednefs  ;  becaufe 
**  they  are  acquainted  with  the  Spirit  of  God  and  know 
**  his  mind,  they  give  all  diligence  to  diret^  me  to  the 
*'  Lamb  of  God.  O  !  if  the  Spirit  of  God  fho-uld  put 
*'  it  into  your  heart  to  fend  us  more  teachers,  then  pray 
*'  do.  For  God  loved  us  and  died  for  us,  when  we  and 
"  you  fhould  have  perifhed.  But  he  has  redeemed  us ; 
*'  this  we  experience  when  we  get  a  feeling  of  the  blood 
*'  of  Jefus  in  our  hearts.  May  Jefus  blefs  thee.  Tell 
"  all  thy  brethren  that  I  love  them  very  much. 

3.  Rebecca  wrote  to  the  miflionary  who  was  then 
abfent. 

*'  Hearken,  BoenifTe  !  I  cannot  tell  thee  how  often  I 
«*  have  thought  of  thee,  and  prayed  our  Saviour  to  keep 
•*  thee  and  me  in  his  care,  and  help  us  always  with  his 
*'  blood.  Thanks  be  to  Jefus,  that  he  keeps  his  blood 
*<  always  in  our  remembrance.  One  thing  I  experience, 
*'  and  that  is,  that  we  have  a  Saviour  who  helps  us 
«<  through  with  his  blood.  When  he  lets  me  feel  my 
«  corruption,  I  fay  to  him;  remove  it  from  me  again, 
•<  and  grant  me  the  power  of  thy  blood.  Now  I  will 
«t  conftantly  cleave  to  him,  aijd  thou  wilt  alfo  do  the 
«<  fame  for  thy  heart's  good." 

§8. 

The  brethren  now  began  to  keep  feparate  meetings  foi 
«ach  of  the  different  fexes,  and  to  give  them  exhortations 
with  a  view  to  their  fex  and  fpecial  circumftances. 
Thefe  were  called  choir-meetings,  they  were  kept  every 
Sunday,  and  contributed  very  much  both  to  th^ir  fpiritual 
edification  and  alfo  to  their  outward  order  and  exemplary 
walk.  But  that  thefe  different  meetings  might  be  attend- 
ed with  no  irregularity,  and  that  every  one  might  know 
the  days  and  hours  appointed  for  the  public  or  the  fepa- 
rate meetings,  they  appointed  two  fervants,  a  brother 
and  a  fifter,  for  the  refpeilive  fexes.  The  two  firft  were 
Jonah  and  Judith. 

The  millionaries  had  every  now  and  then  fome  ex- 
prefs  converfation  with  thofe  of  the  nation  that  were  ap- 
pointed to  keep  the  bands,  that  is,  fuch  Greenlanders 
under  whofe  infpedtion  thole  Imaller  afibciations  could 

fpeak 
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fpeak  of  the  ftate  of  their  hearts.  At  thefe  little  confe- 
rences they  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  their  fenti- 
ments  of  the  growth  of  their  people,  which  commonly 
harmonized  very  nearly  with  the  thoughts  of  the  teach- 
ers ;  or  it  gave  occafion  to  fome  animadverfions  on  the 
wife  leading  of  fouls.  They  particularly  enforced  it  on 
them,  not  to  urge  or  prefs  any  one  to  fpeak  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  that  fo  dead  or  lukewarm  people  might  not  be 
driven  to  hypocrify. 

I  fhould  protra6t  my  fubjeil  to  too  great  a  length,  if 
I  was  to  inlert  all  the  overflowings  of  the  brethren's  joy 
on  various  occafions  at  the  bleffings  and  the  evidences  of 
grace  in  general  and  in  individual  fouls;  but  it  was  often 
attended  with  fhowers  of  tears.  The  defire  of  the  Green- 
landers  for  the  word  of  God  kept  continually  increafing. 
They  not  only  came  eagerly  to  the  meetings,  but  alfo 
went  privately  and  alone  now  to  one  of  their  teachers, 
and  then  to  another,  fometimes  to  afk  for  further  illuftra- 
tion  or  inftru6lion,  fometimes  to  bewail  their  fmfulnefs 
and  to  defire  their  advice ;  fometimes  to  reveal  the  to- 
kens of  grace  that  had  difcovered  themfelves  in  their  own 
perfons  or  others,  attended  with  a  true  change  of  heart ; 
in  fhort,  to  difclofe  the  fmnerlike  feeling  of  their  own 
poverty,  and  of  the  precioufnefs  of  the  blood  of  Jefus. 
Here  the  brethren  write :  "  Since  we  now  fee  that  a- 
*'  midft  all  our  own  impotence  and  poverty,  the  blood 
*'  of  the  Lamb  exerts  its  power  on  the  hearts  of  the  fa- 
'•  vages,  baptized  or  not  baptized,  therefore  this  fhall 
"  perpetually  remain  our  text:  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God, 
*'  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world.  We  will  diredl 
*'  all  fouls  to  him,  becaufe  we  ourfelves  have  found  all 
*'  our  falvation  and  righteoufnefs  in  him.  We  will 
"  freely  fpend  ourfelves  in  v/itnelling  of  his  precious 
*'  blood.  But  why  do  I  fay  fpend,  it  always  gives  us 
"  frefti  vigour ;  and  when  a  coal  from  the  altar  of  the 
"  crofs  touches  our  lips,  our  mouth  flows  over  with  it 
*'  anew." 

§  9. 
In  February  the  congregation  was  increafed  with  nine 

perfons  by  holy  baptifm,  and  in  December  there  was  an 

addition  of  fix  new  candidates.     When  thefe  laft  were 

acq^wainted  of  the  approaching  grace,  they  burft  out  into 

fuch 
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fuch  a  (hower  of  tears,  that  they  could  fay  no  more  to 
them  for  that  time.  Their  minds  were  fo  full  of  it,  that 
fome  dreamt  about  it.  They  had  a  preparatory  meet- 
ing every  day,  and  the  day  before  they  were  to  be  bap- 
tized they  came  fmgly,  confefled  their  fms,  and  were 
abfolvcd  by  impofition  of  hands  and  prayer.  Baptifm 
was  adminiftred  to  them,  Dec.  16.  Firft  a  difcourfe 
was  held  on  that  text :  /,  evai  I  will  both  fearch  my  fncep^ 
and  feek  thc?7i  out.  They  were  exhorted  to  draw  near 
to  the  throne  of  grace  as  naked  fmners,  and  at  their 
baptifm  to  put  on  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
as  their  robe  and  wedding-drefs.  They  dropped  more 
tears  than  words,  at  the  queftions  that  were  afKed  them. 
Among  thofe  that  were  baptized  was  ah  old  maiden, 
who  had  been  under  inftru6lion  fome  years  before,  biit 
the  uneafmefs  of  her  heart  made  her  run  away ;  the  fame 
uneafinefs  drove  her  now  hither  again,  and  obliged  her 
to  give  way  to  the  power  of  grace.  Another  young 
woman  was  laid  hold  of  fome  years  ago  at  the  vifits 
of  the  brethren  in  Kangek  j  fmce  then  flie  profited  by 
fome  chriftian  inftruilions  at  the  northern  colony,  and 
made  good  improvement  in  knowledge.  When  fhe 
had  lived  again  awhile  with  the  brethren,  there  came 
a  Greenlander  who  had  cafl  his  eye  upon  her  for  his 
wife,  and  now  would  take  her  away  by  violence,  but 
(he  was  refcued  from  him  upon  the  ftrand. 

Three  children  of  believing  parents  were  born.  But 
as  the  brethren  had  made  it  a  rule,  not  to  force  the 
holy  facraments  upon  the  Oreenlanders,  but  to  wait  till 
they  earneftly  defired  them,  therefore  only  the  laft  child 
was  baptized  at  prefent,  viz.  Simon  and  Sarah's,  who 
begged  for  it,  and  promifed  to  take  good  care- of  its 
education.  The  father  prayed  over  the  child,  and  the 
mother  being  alfo  prefent,  concluded  with  a  fervent 
thankfgiving.  They  were  the  firft  couple  that  were 
joined  together  here  according  to  the  chriftian  ritual, 
and  their  child  the  firft  that  the  brethren  baptized. 
This  fcrupulofity  was  perhaps  carried  too  far,  but  it 
fprung  from  the  great  reluctance  they  had  to  the  feeing 
of  heathens  that  had  been  baptized  they  did  not  know 
why,  roving  about  wild.  They  firft  made  a  trial  in 
every  thing,  nor  were  they  yet  certain  whether  all  they 

bad 
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had  baptized  would  flay  there,  and  educate  their  chil- 
dren in  a  chriftianlike  manner.  But  they  received  an 
admonition  on  this  head,  and  when  they  afterwards 
found  that  the  baptized  faithfully  kept  the  promife 
made  at  their  baptifm,  always  to  ftay  with  their  teachers, 
they  were  lefs  Icrupulous  of  baptizing  the  children  of 
believing  parents. 

One  of  the  miilionaries  gives  an  account  of  his  bap- 
tized people  in  a  certain  writing,  part  of  which  I  will 
infert,  becaufe  it  fhews  us  that  amidft  the  real  joy  they 
felt  at  the  grace  vifible  in  them,  they  were  not  blind 
to  their  faults,  but  readily  ov/ned  fuch  as  they  knew 
of. 

*'  It  feems  as  if  they  had  all  fome  life  in  their  hearts, 
*'  but  we  cannot  yet  fay  that  they  are  all  arrived  to  a 
*'  fettled  confidence.  Yet  moft  of  them  know  v/here 
"  the  fault  lies ,  and  long  for  the  blood  of  Jefus. 
*'  Many  of  them  have  good  infight  and  knowledge,  and 
*'  feldom  mifs  an  opportunity  of  recommending  the 
**  grace  of  our  Saviour  to  others ;  but  they  themfelves  do 
"^^  not  all  live  in  the  right  enjoyment  of  it.  Their 
*'  being  abfent  from  us  and  fcattered  among  the  hea- 
"  then,  is  a  great  detriment  to  them  ;  and  yet  they 
*'  cannot  be  always  with  us  becaufe  of  their  livelihood, 
*'  though  we  do  what  we  can  to  prevent  their  going 
♦'  a  great  way  off.  We  make  no  difference  between 
'*  our  baptized  people  and  thofe  at  the  colony,  nor  do 
"  they  make  any  difference  among  themfelves.  Indeed 
**  at  firft  we  obfer\'ed  a  little  ftrangenefs,  which  pro- 
**  bably  proceeded  from  their  being  of  different  coun- 
**  tries,  for  thofe  at  the  colony  are  natives  of  this  coun- 
*'  try,  and  ours  are  fouthlanders,  and  therefore  are 
•'  looked  upon  as  ftrangers.  But  this  eftrangement 
*'  foon  vanifhed,  and  thofe  that  have  an  upright  in- 
*'  tention,  love  one  another  cordially.  The  miifionary 
•'  and  we  are  alfo  of  one  mind,  and  we  have  bound 
*'  ourfelves  before  the  face  of  the  Lord,  to  carry  on  the 
*'  work  in  fellowfhip  for  one  Adafter,  and  not  to  aim  at 
*'  a  bare  fpreading  the  chriftian  religion,  but  at  a  true 
*'  converfion  of  the  heart  through  the  efficacy  of  the 
*'  gofpel  of  the  crucified  Jefus." 

§  10. 
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§  10. 
One  pair  of  the  believers  was  joined  in  matrimony 
this  year.  Two  of  the  baptized  inhabitants  and  a  child 
died,  and  one  alfo  of  the  baptized,  viz.  Solomon  a 
married  man,  entered  the  eternal  manfions  as  a  fmner 
that  had  found  grace.  The  brethren  had  had  a  great 
deal  of  joy  In  him  ever  fince  his  baptifm  till  this  fpring, 
when  he  was  excluded  the  fellowfhip  of  the  believers 
for  a  certain  tranfgreflion,  and  went  away  for  a  little 
while  entirely  from  hence.  But  one  of  the  teachers 
finding  him  when  he  vifited  the  heathen  a  fortnight  af- 
ter, took  him  afide,  and  encouraged  him  to  apply  to 
Jefus  for  mercy  as  a  fmner,  and  affured  him  he  might 
find  a  refuge  in  his  wounds,  and  there  alone,  from  all 
fm,  all  error  and  evil.  At  this  his  heart  grew  tender, 
and  he  fhed  many  tears.  May  10,  he  came  again  with 
his  tent,  healthy  and  well  to  New-Herrnhut,  but  fell 
fick  the  night  after.  As  it  was  obferved  that  he  haften- 
ed  to  his  end,  and  as  he  was  very  penitent  for  his  tranf- 
grellion,  and  alfo  affured  the  brethren  that  our  Saviour 
had  looked  gracioufly  upon  him;  he  was  again  receiv- 
ed into  the  congregation  during  many  tears.  Then  he 
declared  that  he  was  ready  to  depart  into  his  eternal 
ftate,  told  all  that  vifited  him  how  much  he  longed  to 
be  with  our  Saviour,  and  amidfl:  his  greateft  pains,  he 
faid :  ''  O  Jefus,  thou  knoweft  that  I  repofe  my  confi- 
"  dence  alone  on  thee  and  thy  blood,  thou  knowelt 
"  that  I  have  no  other  Saviour  but  thee;  therefore 
*'  ftand  by  me,  poor  finner."  Being  afked,  if  he  could 
go  to  our  Saviour  with  joy,  he  faid.  Yes,  and  added, 
'*  Here  comes  a  fmner,  who  would  fain, — thro'  the 
'*  Lamb's  ranfom,  entrance  gain." 

§  II. 

I  will  conclude  this  year  with  the  celebration  of 
Chriftmas.  Their  account  of  it  runs  thus :  "  Dec. 
"  24,  we  went  with  our  baptized  Greenlanders  to  the 
*'  colony,  and  fung  fome  Chriftmas-verfes  before  every 
*'  Greenland  houfe.  Then  we  went  into  the  veftry- 
*'  room,  where  Mr.  Drachart's  baptized  congregation 
**  came  alfo  to  us.  Firft  a  Chriftmas-hymn  was  fung, 
**  and  then  a  difcouife  kept  on  the  lowly  birth  of  the 
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"  Creator  of  all  things,  and  his  deep  condefcenfion  even 
'*  to  the  death  of  the  crofs.  The  difcourfe  alfo  touch- 
"  ed  on  the  promifes  made  to  the  fathers,  and  their  ar- 
*'  dent  expedlation  of  the  falvation  of  God.  Then 
'*  the  fa£lor  gave  them  a  fupper,  and  while  they  vi^ere 
"  eating,  they  were  entertained  with  fome  profitable 
*'  difcourfe  on  the  feftival  fubjeil.  After  finging  ano- 
*'  ther  hymn  we  went  back,  fung  fome  verles  before 
**  each  of  our  houfes,  then  aflembled  in  our  hall,  and 
"  worfhipped  the  child  Jefus  on  our  knees.  The 
**  Greenlanders  afterward  faid  :  "  O  how  many  nights 
**  have  we  waked,  and  revelled  with  our  heathenifh 
*'  mirth,  but  hitherto  we  have  been  utter  ftrangers  to 
*'  fuch  joys  as  thefe,  &c.  On  the  evening  of  the  third 
*'  holiday,  I  reminded  them  of  the  grace  we  have  en- 
"  joyed  all  in  a  body  at  our  meetings,  and  each  apart, 
"  during  thefe  feftival  days;  therefore  we  bowed  our 
*'  knees  with  gratitude,  thanked  the  Lamb  for  it  all, 
"  and  begged  the  grace  that  this  fcene  might  ijever  be 
'*  withdrawn  from  our  hearts  or  our  memories." 


^The  thirteenth  Year  1745. 

§1. 

THE  joy  this  Chriftmas  was  crowned  with,  in- 
clined the  brethren  to  make  the  general  feaft^ 
of  the  cl^urch  of  more  benefit  than  they  had  been  hi- 
therto, in  order  to  give  the  Greenlanders  a  right  un- 
derftanding  of  the  great  and  good  deeds  the  Lord  hath 
done  for  his  people ;  therefore  they  read  them  the  hifto- 
ry  of  the  refpeftive  events  out  of  the  Bible,  and  made 
fome  fhort  explanation  and  application.  If  the  Green- 
landers had  not  rightly  underftood  any  thing  when  it 
was  publicly  propounded,  they  came  afterwards  to  afk 
about  it,  which  piefented  a  fine  opportunity,  not  only 
of  making  it  more  intelligible  to  them,  but  alfo  imper- 
ceptibly to  difcern  more  clearly  the  principles  of  their 
hearts  and  the  fituation  of  their  minds,  and  confequent- 
ly  enabled  their  inftruftors  to  difpenfe  the  word  of  life 
fo  as  fuittd  all  and  each  at  that  feafon.  But  if  the  bre- 
thren obferved  any  burrennefs   or   liikewarmnefs,  or  if 
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even  deviations  appeared,  and  bad  cuftoms  v^^ould  break 
in  again,  they  took  an  opportunity  to  reprove  them  ei- 
ther in  a  public  meeting,  in  a  band,  or  in  private  inter- 
views, in  order  to  reform  them,  and  prevent  any  evil 
confequences. 

Thus  on  new-year's  day  they  write:  "  After  reading 
*'  the  hiftory  of  the  birth  and  circumcifion  of  Jefus, 
"  fome  of  them  came  to  enquire  further  into  the  mat- 
"  ter.  We  fpoke  therefore  in  the  meeting  of  the  bap- 
*'  tized,  concerning  the  firft  blood  which  Jefus  fhed, 
*'  and  how  that  turns  to  our  benefit.  But  the  account 
*'  of  our  Saviour's  fufFerings  and  refurredlion  furnifhed 
"  the  chief  fubjeft  for  bleffed  difcourfe  together.  On 
"  the  other  hand  we  perceived  a  certain  levity  m  one 
"  houfe,  therefore  a  monitory  difcourfe  was  kept  on  the 
'*  words  :  Te  cjk  and  receive  not,  Sec.  Ttiey  owned  it, 
*'  and  were  aihamed.  In  another  houfe  *  they  were 
*'  told,  how  hard  it  was  to  keep  difcourfes  to  caem, 
"  whereas  in  the  other  houfes  it  flowed  pleafantly,  and 
*'  they  were  defired  to  confider  whether  the  fluggifh- 
"  nefs  and  hardnefs  of  theif  hearts  was  not  the  caufs  of 
"  it  ?  We  perceived  it  had  a  good  effect,  for  two  days 
**  afterwards,  when  a  difcourfe  was  kept  on  the  words  : 
*'  /  thank  thee  Father, — that  thou  ha/i  vcVtiikd  it  unto  babes  ; 
"  there  was  fuch  an  emotion,  that  neither  teacher  nor 
"  hearers  could  refrain  from  tears." 

If  the  baptized  did  any  thing  unfeemly,  they  were  ei- 
ther fpoke  with  and  rebuked  in  private,  or  if  the  cir- 
cumftance  required  it,  in  their  feparate  meeting,  or 
were  even  debarred  that  meeting  for  a  time.  It  had  ge- 
nerally the  etted:,  that  they  directly  acknowledged  their 
fault  and  afked  pardon  of  thofe  they  had  aggrieved. 
Sometimes  the  poor  offender  was  affrighted ;  fuch  they 
cheared  up  :  fometimes  he  was  affronted  ;  fuch 
they  fuffered  to  go  their  own  way  awhile,  till  they 
came  to  refledtion,  and  begged  forgivenefs  with  tears. 
The  worft  cuftom  of  the  Greenlanders,  is,  running  a- 
bout  with  ftories  and  idle  chat.  They  were  ferioufly 
warned  of  the  hn  and  damage  that  may  fpring  from  it, 
and  they  made  them  all  promife  not  to  carry  about  the 

*  During  the  winter,  the  outragiouS  weather  frgquEJidy  obliged  them  to 
keep  meetings  in  every  houfe, 
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bad  things  they  faw  or  heard  of  one  another,  but  to  give 
timely  notice  of  it  to  their  teachers,  that  they  might 
duly  examine  into  the  matter  and  make  an  end  of  it. 
But  whoever  propagated  an  ofFence  among  the  peo- 
ple, (hould  be  excluded  the  meeting  of  the  baptized, 
as  well  as  he  that  committed  it. 

But  notwithftanding  this,  the  brethren  could  mod 
heartily  rejoice  at  the  vifible  proofs  of  the  progrefs  of 
moft  of  them  in  grace,  or  at  leaft  their  upright  confef- 
fion  of  their  defedls.  The  bands  and  the  private  con- 
verfations  were  here  of  great  benefit.  Once  their  jour- 
nal fays :  '*  After  the  meeting  feveral  came  into  my 
'*  room.  I  took  occafion  from  the  fubjeft  of  the  dif- 
*'  courfe,  to  afk  them.  What  was  the  moft  dear  and 
**  valuable  thing  to  them  ?  One  faid :  "  That  our  Saviour 
*'  has  chofen  me  out  of  the  world,  and  lets  me  feel  his 
*'  love  fo  often."  Another  faid  :  "  Becaufe  I  am  yet  fo 
**  ignorant,  I  want  to  learn  the  words  of  falvation 
"  rightly,  and  to  keep  them  in  my  heart."  A  third  ad- 
*'  ded :  Once  I  was  fo  eager  after  knowledge  too,  and 
*'  thought,  if  I  could  but  learn  a  great  deal,  then  I 
"  fhould  have  what  I  ought  to  have.  But  afterwards 
**  when  I  found,  that  with  all  my  knowledge,  the 
"  wounds  of  Jefus  were  ftill  foreign  to  me,  nay,  fome- 
**  times  my  contempt  and  averfion,  then  I  was  fhock- 
'*  ed  at  myfelf,  and  found  I  mufl  be  converted  anew. 
'*  Now  nothing  is  fo  agreeable  to  me,  as  his  blood." 
**  The  laft  faid  :  "  This  I  have  not  got  yet.  I  am  ftiU 
*'  choaked  with  the  cares  for  a  livelihood,  and  though 
**  it  avails  nothing,  yet  I  cannot  rightly  extricate  my- 
*'  felf  from  it."  This  fame  man  faid  once  to  his  clafs  : 
''  Brethren,  I  obferve  that  we  always  like  to  fay  fome 
"  good  thing  of  ourfelves.  Yet  it  is  well  known  that 
*'  we  have  bad  things  enough  too,  therefore  it  would 
*'  be  beft  for  us  to  fpeak  of  things  as  they  are."  And 
he  himfelf  diredly  fet  the  example. 

In  another  of  the  men's  bands  it  was  lamented,  that 
the  right  thirft  for  the  blood  of  Jefus  was  not  perceived 
in  all  of  them.  This  gave  vent  to  an  open-hearted  con- 
feflion.  One  faid :  *'  The  thing  is  true,  and  I  am  one 
*'  that  muft  be  afhamed  of  myfelf.  I  have  been  bap- 
*'  tized,  but  now  it  is  to  mc  as  if  f  v.'as  not  baptized. 

*•  For 
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**  For  foon  after  ray  baptifm  I  went  among  the  favages, 
*'  and  became  unfettled  and  vain.  When  my  heart 
*'  told  mc  I  (hould  go  to  my  teachers,  and  lay  open  my 
"  heart ;  I  perfuaded  myfelf  that  it  would  be  to  no  pur- 
"  pofe,  for  they  could  not  help  me,  neither  could  I  keep 
**  to  what  they  told  me ;  therefore  it  would  be  better  for 
*'  them  not  to  know  how  it  was  with  me.  This  made 
"  my  heart  grow  colder  and  harder.  Now  it  gives  me 
**  pain,  and  I  beg  our  Saviour  to  foften  my  heart  with 
«  his  blood." 

§2. 
It  is  certain  the  intercourfe  with  the  wild  Greenlan- 
ders  was  a  dangerous  rock  for  thefe  weak  beginners, 
(which  yet  was  not  well  to  be  avoided,  becaufe  they 
were  obliged  to  be  often  and  long  abroad  to  feek  food.) 
For  as  the  heathens  could  no  more  withftand  the  truth, 
nor,  like  other  heathens,  confidering  their  deep  igno- 
rance, {et  up  forae  invented  wifdom  of  man  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  it  J  dierefore  they  went  another  way  to  work, 
and  tried  to  feduce  the  believers  to  join  in  their  revel- 
lings  by  all  forts  of  allurements,  that  fo  they  them- 
felves  might  have  an  excufe  to  refift  and  ftifle  the  con- 
viction of  their  confcience  and  the  uneafmefs  of  their 
heart.  The  teachers  could  not  go  every  where  with 
them,  and  the  vifiting  was  not  fufficient  always  to  warn 
them  at  the  right  time.  Thi.s  timely  caution  they  were 
obliged  to  commit  to  the  maternal  care  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  to  defire  their  people  to  hearken  to  his 
voice  with  a  liftening  ear  and  an  obedient  heart.  Thus 
I  find  it  once  noted  :  "  At  their  departure  we  fpoke  to 
*'  them  on  thofe  words,  Remember  Jefus  Chrl/i^  {2  Tim, 
*'  ii.  8.)  that  he  alone  was  able  to  help  them  when 
*'  they  would  be  fcattered  among  the  wild  favages,  and 
*'  fee  a  variety  of  enticements  to  evil.  The  fervants 
'*  were  exhorted  to  ferve  their  mafters  faithfully.  The 
*'  children  were  catechized  from  the  laft  text  they  had 
*'  learnt :  In  his  humiliation  his  judgment  was  taktn  avjay^ 
*'  and  who  jhall  declare  his  generation'^  They  were  told  to 
*'  think  always  about  thefe  things,  to  repeat  their  texts 
"  and  verfes  often  to  the  heathenifh  children,  and  to 
*'  fhew  by  this  what  Spirit  they  were  the  children  of. 
*'  At  taking  leave,  there  was  a  general  emotion  \  great 
E  ?        „  "  and 
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"  and  fmall,  baptized  and  unbaptized,  all  wept,  and 
"  we  wept  with  them  at  the  grace  that  the  Lord  hath 
'*  fhewn  to  us  and  our  Greenlanders  this  winter.  Some 
"  lamented  that  they  were  obliged  to  go  away,  and 
*'  faid  :  It  was  quite  another  thing  to  them  now  than 
"  it  was  at  firft ;  for  then  they  liked  to  take  a  trip 
"  fometimes  to  the  heathen,  but  now  they  were  very 
"  much  afraid.  We  gave  them  that  promife  for  their 
*'  comfort :  "  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together 
"  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them." 
,  Some  of  them  came  now  and  then  on  a  vifit,  and  faid, 
tliat  every  Sunday  the  baptized  came  together  from  the 
iflands  round  about,  and  kept  a  meeting,  and  that  fome 
of  the  heathen  came  to  it  and  behaved  very  devoutly, 
though  they  were  foon  carried  away  again  into  their 
wild  courfe.  One  of  them  was  defired  by  the  favages 
to  tell  them  fomething  good.  At  firft  he  could  not  re- 
coiled himfelf,  but  by  and  by  he  bethought  him  of 
thofe  words,  (Ifa.  Ixv.  2.)  /  have  Jpread  out  ?ny  hands  all 
the  day,  &c.  This  led  him,  though  with  more  tears  at  his 
own  unworthincfs  than  words,  tofpeakfomuch,  that  they 
had  quite  enough.  A  conjurer  there  had  laid  heavy  char- 
ges on  the  believers,  that  their  new  do&ine  and  way 
of  life  frayed  the  fea-fowl  away  forfooth,  after  he  had 
releafed  them  from  the  fubterraneous  regions  by  his  art. 
When  the  cold  increafed,  they  offered  part  of  their 
houfe  to  our  moft  diftinguifhed  Greenlander,  whofe 
teftimony  found  the  moft  entrance;  but  he  perceived 
their  artifice,  and  civilly  declined  the  invitation.  Then 
they  attempted  to  inveigle  him  to  feveral  forts  of  pica- 
fures,  but  as  they  could  not  prevail  with  him  that  way 
neither,  they  made  him  an  offer  of  fome  of  their  things, 
if  he  would  go  only  once  with  them.  He  felt  an  incli- 
nation to  the  things,  becaufe  they  were  juft  fuch  as  he 
ftood  in  great  need  of;  but  \vas  diredlly  rebuked  in  his 
heart,  and  refufed  them.  At  laft  away  they  went,  tel- 
ling him,  he  carried  matters  quite  too  far;  that  after 
this  rate  they  could  have  no  communication  at  all  with 
the  baptized.  However  it  had  this  good  effect,  that  the 
heathens  of  the  place  where  he  was,  were  afhamed  to 
live  fo  very  wild  and  unruly  as  the  reft. 

§3- 


Relation  of  Kew-Herrnhut  1745.        ji 

The  brethren  went  abroad  as  often  as  they  could  to 
vifit  their  people  from  ifland  to  ifland,  and  if  they  met 
with  any  heathen  that  would  hear  them,  they  fet  the 
gofpel  before  their  hearts.  One  fuch  vifit  is  related  in 
the  following  words.  *'  In  one  place  fome  of  the  hea- 
*'  then  told  us,  that  a  man  who  fome  time  ago  vifited 
*'  us  frequently,  died  lately,  and  teftified  that  he  was 
**  not  afraid  of  death.  We  told  them  the  reafon,  why 
"  thofe  that  believe  need  not  he  afraid  of  death,  but 
*'  may  rejoice  when  they  put  off  the  garment  of  flefli. 
*'  Then  we  came  to  an  iiland  where  many  of  our  bap- 
*'  tized  fojourn.  They  were  very  glad  to  fee  us  again, 
**  and  had  a  ftore  of  pretty  queftions  to  a(k  us,  which 
**  we  refolved.  May  ift,  after  the  morning-meeting  we 
*'  fpoke  with  all  the  baptized  and  fome  of  the  unbapti- 
*'  zed  fmgly,  and  in  the  evening  fpoke  on  the  words : 
'*  God  is  love,  &c.  "  The  2d,  in  the  morning  meeting  we 
*'  Ihewed  them  how  they  might  be  acquainted  with  the 
*'  great  Teacher,  who  would  abide  with  them  for  ever, 
*'  if  they  do  not  wilfully  grieve  him.  I'hen  we  went  9 
"  couple  of  leagues  further  to  Kookoernen.  The  firft 
'*  tents  we  got  fight  of,  were  not  our  people.  Yet  we 
*'  landed  at  fome  places,  Thofe  that  wanted  to  hear, 
*'  foon  came  to  us,  and  we  exhorted  them  not  to  neg- 
*'  le6t  the  offered  grace  in  the  day  of  falvation,  but  to 
*'  embrace  a  Saviour  with  joy,  that  they  might  receive 
"  power  to  become  children  of  God.  One  woman 
*'  came  after  us  and  faid  :  "Ah  I  fhould  be  very  glad  to 
*'  hear  the  word  of  God,  for  at  prefent  I  know  but  one 
"  fmgle  text :  Awake  thou  that  fleepeji,'"  We  explained 
"  this  ftiort  faying  to  her,  and  told  her,  that  he  that 
*'  had  imprinted  that  upon  her  heart,  would  give  her 
*'  more  if  {he  afked  him.  She  faid,  fhe  did  not  know 
"  how  to  pray.  We  taught  her  that  verfe:  O  my 
*'  heart's  lovely  Jefus  dear,  &c.  From  hence  we  went' 
*'  to  fome  of  oui'  own  people.  They  directly  confeffed, 
"  that  they  had  played  at  ball  with  the  unbelievers,  and 
"  now  they  v/ere  uneafy  and  could  not  cpnverfe  v/ith 
*'  the  reft  of  the  baptized  with  right  heartinefs  and  free- 
*'  dom.  We  adm.onifhed  them  not  tq  put  themfelves 
"  upon  a  level  with  the  world  any  more,  nor  to  do 
E  4.  "  things 
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"  things  out  of  compliance,  whereby  they  made  them- 
"  felves  the  fervants  of  men,  and  gave  offence  inftead 
*'  of  edification  to  the  heathen.     Upon  another  ifland 
"  we  found  things   better.     No  defcription  can  paint 
*'  the  joy  they  had  in  us,  nor  the  joy  we  had  in  them. 
*'  Some  of  them  turned  their  hearts  infide  out,  and  laid 
"  bare  all  that  was  in  them  good  and  bad.     Some  told 
*■'  us,  what  honourable  reproach  they  had   borne  from 
*'  the  infidels.      We  kept  the  evening-meeting  on  the 
*'  text :    Looking  imto  Jefus,   he.     The   3d,  we  divided 
*'  ourfelves  into  feveral  tents  on  the  ifland,  that  they 
"  might  all  hear  fomething.     Then  we  vifited  round 
"  in  every  tent.     In  one,  only  two  heathenifli  women 
*'  were  at  home,  who  were  very  much  moved  at  what 
"  we  faid.     When  we  told   them,  that  they  might  al- 
"  ways  pour  out  their  heart  before  our  Saviour,    and 
*'  comfort  themfelves  that  he  would  give  them  a  gra- 
''  cious  hearing,  they  faid  :  "  Alas !  we  poor  creatures 
*'  can   fcarce  do  that.     However  the  youngeft  cried  to 
"  her    mother :    "  Do    thou    pray."     And   when   fhe 
"  would  not,  the  daughter  herfelf  began  and  prayed  fo 
"  fervently  that  we  did  nothing  but  weep  for  joy  at 
*'  hearing  her.     Many  both  baptized    and    unbaptized 
*'  came  to  the  evening  meeting,  which  was  held  on  tha 
*'  words:   'Jefus^  thou  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  on  me! 
*'  The  Lamb  of  God  was  in  the  midft  of  us.     The  4th, 
*'  before   our   return  we  kept  one   difcourfe  more,    ou 
*'  the   fountain  opened  for  fin  and  uncleannefs.       We 
"  fpoke  feparately  v/ith  our  own  people,     Thofe  that 
"  a6l  faithfully  and  uprightly,  are  very  much  defpifed, 
*'  but  they  are  chearful  and  joyful  under  it.     But  thofe 
**  that  meanly  conform  themfelves  to   the  world  ftill, 
"  are  haraffcd  in  their  fouls,  and  afliamed  befopc  us  and 
"  their  brethren.     We  recommended   them  all  "to  the 
*'  overfight  and   guidance  of  our    Saviour,  and  came 
*'  home  fafe  in  the  evening."  .    ■ 

§4. 

In  May  they  all  came  home,  to  go  together  to  the 

herring-fifhery.     One   of   the    miflionaries    went   with 

them,  to  keep  up  the  preaching  and  the  daily  meetings 

for  edification,     in.  the  interim  many  Greenlanders  from 
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the  fouth  and  north  vifited  at  New-Herrnhut,  as  they 
did  many  times  before  and  after.  Moft  of  them  indeed 
came  to  fee  fomething  new,  and  not  to  hear  the  gofpcl. 
But  the  curiofity  of  many  a  one  turned  out  quite  other- 
wife  than  they  thought,  for  the  teflimony  of  Jefus  ftruck 
a  hook  in  their  heart,  which  they  could  not  always  dif- 
engage  themfelves  from.  Some  came  again  and  brought 
others  with  them,  that  they  might  hear  fomething  good 
too.  Many  came  to  fee  their  relations,  who  painted 
the  happy  Life  of  faith  fo  amiably,  that  fome  were  di- 
redlly  influenced  to  ftay.  But  others  refilled  all  at  this 
time,  though  fome  years  after  they  were  caught  too. 
Some  of  thefe  people  had  heard  nothing  at  all  till  now, 
others  only  a  little  in  converfmg  with  the  baptized,  or 
even  with  the  neighbouring  heathen  inhabitants,  nay 
fometimes  only  with  the  children  of  the  heathen  ;  as 
for  inflance,  one  woman  had  learnt  this  verfe  from  a 
heathen  child  :  "  And  now  the  Lamb  from  blemifh 
**  free, — who  on  the  rugged  fhameful  tree, — for  me  his 
"  life  laid  freely  down,— for  my  true  Lord  and  God 
*'  I  own;"  which  is  out  of  the  hymn.  The  Saviour's 
blood  and  righteoufnefs,  &c.  One  of  the  fer\'ants  of 
the  fadlory  brought  an  account,  that  being  on  a  trading 
circuit,  he  m^et  with  many  Greenlanders  who  would  be 
glad  to  hear  fomething  of  our  Saviour,  and  that  fome 
of  them  would  foon  come  hither.  Several  from  the 
colony  at  Frederic's- Hope  came  to  fee  the  brethren,  but 
the  brethren  had  heard  before  that  they  had  ilirred  up  an  in- 
furreclion  lafl  winter,  and  wanted  to  kill  the  minifter, 
becaufe  he  had  put  a  ftop  to  their  dancing,  and  when 
their  plot  proved  abortive,  they  fled  from  the  place  with 
a  horrid  fhout :  Torngarfuk  ajungilak !  i.  e.  Torngarfuk 
is  good  !  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  people  of  Ephefus 
cried  out :  "  Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephefians."  There 
was  not  much  to  be  done  with  thefe  mutineers  at  this 
time. 

Some  of  the  favages,  and  efpecially  their  angekoks,  were- 
mightily  taken  up  with  fome  ominous  dreams,  which  feared 
them  and  others  for  fome  time.  Thus  one  of  them., 
who  fome  years  fince  had  heard  the  gofpel,  but  now 
dwelt  at  a  great  difl:ance,  faw  hea\'en  and  hell  and  feve- 
ral  perfons  in  a  dream  3    and  a  daughter  of  his,    but 

eight 
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eight  years  old,  had  a  vifton  of  the  fame  kind.  After 
this  dream  he  made  a  little  box,  and  carved  feveral 
iigures  in  the  wood,  which  were  intended  to  reprefent 
Jefus,  Paul,  and  fome  other  teachers  in  a  luminous 
place,  and  fome  Greenlanders,  who  were  to  repre- 
fent the  damned,  in  a  dark  place.  This  imagery 
he  {hewed  about,  and  interpreted  every  where.  It  is 
difficult  to  decide  whether  fuch  fmgular  things  are  to 
be  ranked  among  the  wholefome  corre«Slive  dreams  that 
Elihu  fpeaks  of  to  Job ;  or  compared  with  the  operation 
of  the  fpirit  of  divination  In  the  damfel  at  Philippi,  who 
would  help  Paul  to  preach,  ASis  xvi.  or  with  the  fuper- 
flitious  whim  of  a  certain  heathen  emperor,  who  placed 
Jefus  and  Paul  among  his  domeftic  gods.  So  much  is 
certain,  the  brethren  never  laid  any  ftrefs  upon  it,  but 
put  a  reftraint  upon  their  Greenlanders  from  telling  their 
dreams  to  others,  let  them  be  ever  fo  pretty,  that  they 
might  not  be  taken  up  with  good  fancies,  or  poffibly 
even  make  a  cuflom  of  them. 

§5. 

In  the  fummer,  Frederic  BoehnlJJ)  came  back  from 
his  vifit  in  Germany.  On  his  journey  thither 
two  years  ago,  he  w.ns  flopped  in  one  place  by 
the  foldiers.  All  their  efforts  could  not  make  him  en- 
lift,  yet  he  was  detained  for  fome  weeks,  and  fent  from 
one  place  to  another.  His  meek  ftedfaftnefs,  and  his 
occafional  teftimony,  not  only  won  him  the  favour  and 
kindnefs  of  many  of  the  officers,  but  alfo  ftirred  up  fome 
of  them  and  fome  common  foldiers  to  a  confideration 
about  their  foul's  falvation.  Thefe  gave  him  an  cmpha- 
tical  memorial  to  the  General,  and  the  Lutheran  abbot 
Steinmet^  took  alfo  a  good  deal  of  pains  in  his  behalf, 
and  thus  a  difcharge  was  obtained.  Then  he  purfued 
his  journey  to  Herrnhuth,  vifited  the  congregations  in 
Silefia,  and  fpent  the  refidue  of  his  time  in  Marienborn, 
where  he  was  prefent  at  the  fynod,  and  delivered  in  an 
account  of  the  miffion.  In  the  mean  time  his  wife  fol- 
lowed him,  having  been  obliged  by  ficknefs  to  lie  by, 
and  fhe  carried  her  two  children  to  the  nurferies  of  the 
Unity  to  be  educated.  March  13,  being  the  day  before 
he  fet  out  en  his  return,  he  received  ordination,  to  qua- 
lify 
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lify  him  the  better  for  the  profecution  of  his  call ;  and 
then  embarked  with  capt.  Idze  Alders  one  of  the  Dutch 
whale- fiihers,  who  made  him  his  chaplain  from  Holland 
to  Greenland.  He  tarried  on  board  the  fhip  during  the 
whale-fifhery  in  Difko-Bay,  and  fhould  have  been  fet 
alhore  at  Good-hope  on  their  return.  But  as  a  ftrong 
fouth-wind  fprung  up  when  they  were  fourteen  leagues 
from  thence,  which  commonly  clogs  the  coaft  with  ice, 
he  chofe  to  land  directly,  notwithftanding  there  was  a 
thick  fog  j  and  the  fhip  was  immediately  obliged  to  put 
off  to  fea.  The  Greenlanders  carried  him  from  this 
place  to  his  brethren. 

The  whole  inlet  was  prefently  crouded  with  fo  much 
ice,  that  the  inhabitants  could  neither  go  out  nor  in. 
July  19,  there  was  however  fo  much  opening,  that  the 
Danifh  fhip  had  room  to  run  in,  though  in  great  dan- 
ger. The  eldrefs  Rofina  Nitfchman,  and  two  fmgle  fif- 
ters,  arrived  in  it.  But  the  captain  would  not  take 
their  conductor  with  them.  July  31,  J^hn  Shneider 
v/as  married  to  one  of  thefe,  called  Rofina  Shlejer,  and 
Aug.  6,  Mr.  Drachart  the  Danifh  miflionary  was  mar- 
ried to  the  other,  Rofma  Thiem,  for  he  had  defired  a  help- 
mate from  our  congregation. 

"John  Beck,  and  alfo  the  above-mentioned  Rofina  Nitfch- 
man,  fet  ofF  with  this  fhip  for  Germany ;  and  he  took 
his  children  v/ith  him,  becaufe  they  now  faw  plainly 
that  they  could  not  give  the  children  that  education 
here,  which  would  be  necefTary  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  work  among  the  heathen,  and  for  the  edification 
of  the  young  folks  among  the  Greenlanders.  Soon 
after  their  departure,  the  brethren  were  alarmed  with 
a  fad  account  brought  by  the  fhip  that  fhould  have  run 
into  the  fouth-colony,  but  could  not  the  fecond  time 
for  the  ice  j  they  faid,  they  had  feen  a  funken  fhip  in 
that  diftr;6l.  But  it  did  not  prove  to  be  theirs,  for  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  conduced  them  fafe  to  Jutland. 

By  this  time  the  Greenlanders  were  gone  again  into 
their  winter-houfes,  and  their  hours  for  inflru^tion  and 
edification  were  new-regulated.  The  brethren  tranflated, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public  meetings,  an  incomparable  little 

text- 
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text-book  of  its  kind  for  the  year  1740,  entitled:  The 
Lamb  of  God  fet  forth,  &c.  containing  the  fame  num- 
ber of  pithy  choice  texts  as  there  are  days  in  the  year, 
all  relating  to  the  true  Godhead,  Manhood  and  Media- 
torial office  of  Jefus  Chrift.  At  fpeaking  on  thefe  texts, 
there  was  often  an  uncommon  emotion.  The  texts  are 
very  fhort,  Snd  fo  are  the  little  ftanza's  under  them ; 
therefore  the  Greenlanders  treafured  up  moft  of  them 
in  their  memories,  and  took  frequent  occafions  to  fpeak 
with  their  teachers  about  them,  by  which  means  they 
were  better  inftruiled.  They  alfo  tranflated  feveral 
more  hymns,  fo  that  they  had  now  upwards  of  forty  in 
all.  At  this  time  the  Te  Deum  lai<damns  diftinguifhed 
stfelf  very  much,  as  did  alfo  that  charming  confefTion  : 
"  That's  the  moft  ftriking  fubje6l, — ^my  wounded  Lord  ! 
*'  when  I' — look  at  thee,  my  foul's  oi)je61:, — conftrain'd 
''^  by  love  to  die ; — and  how  from  thy  blood  fhed  for 
*"  me, — my  happinefs  is  flowing — here  and  eternally," 
^c.  Befides  this  they  delivered  fome  difcourfes  on  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  that  the  Greenlanders  might  know  what 
they  prayed  for. 

Eighteen  perfons  were  incorporated  into  the  congrega- 
tion by  holy  haptifm.  Some  of  them  had  parents  and 
other  relations  in  Kangek ;  therefore  they  were  invited 
to  the  baptifmal  a6l,  and  firft  afked  whether  they  had 
any  thing  to  objeft  to  the  baptifm  of  their  kindred,  and 
whether  they  would  be  a  hindrance,  or  not,  to  them 
hereafter  in  their  fellowfhip  with  the  believers  ?  They  ex- 
preflcd  their  entire  fatisfailion,  and  added,  that  they 
themfelves  would  prepare  to  come  here  to  live  and  be 
inftrucSled.  Only  one  man  kept  his  wife  back  from 
being  baptized,  contrary  to  his  promife,  by  taking  the 
child  away  from  her.  When  they  afked  him,  at  the 
next  vifit,  why  he  did  it  ?  he  would  give  no  other  anfwer, 
but  that  he  could  not  be  fo  long  without  the  child.  Yet 
he  defired  them  to  baptize  both  him  and  his  wife  at 
their  own  houfe ;  but  in  this  they  could  not  gratify  him, 
becaufe  they  plainly  faw  that  he  with-held  his  wife  out  of 
vexation  that  fhe  was  preferred  before  him. 

They  now  began  to  admit  the  catechumens  that  they 
intended  to  baptize  foon,  to  come  fome  weeks  before  to 
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the  meetings  of  the  baptized,  that  they  might  exijoy  mor^ 
inftruclion  and  blefling. 

When  Greenland  children  were  born  of  parents  not 
yet  baptized,  they  were  blefied  foon  after  the  birth  by  the 
impofition  of  hands,  if  the  parents  defired  it,  according 
to  the  example  cf  the  miffionaries  in  St.  Thomas's. 

Some  witneilcs  were  feledted  from  among  the  baptized 
at  the  baptifji?  of  the  children.  They  made  this  inilitu- 
tion  plain  both  to  the  parents  and  the  fponfors,  that  the 
fponfors  were  to  bear  a  care  of  the  child's  education  iti 
fpirituals  and  temporals,  and  in  cafe  it  became  an  orphan, 
(hould  train  it  up  as  if  it  was  their  own,  and  never  allow 
the  claim  that  any  of  its  heathenifh  relations  might  pretend 
to  it.  And  this  the  fponfors  promifed  at  the  baptifm  in 
the  prefence  of  the  whole  congregation. 

§7. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  congregation  amounted  to 
53  fouls.  The  firft.  child  baptized  here,  entered  into 
eternity.  A  Greenlander  belonging  to  the  northern  co- 
lony, called  Tullimak,  was  drowned.  He  was  one  of 
thofe  who  had  been  in  Copenhagen,  but  at  this  time 
v/as  with  his  brother  Simon  at  New-Herrnhut.  He  was 
caft  upon  a  rock  in  a  florm  by  a  wave,  together  with  one 
of  our  unbaptized  people  :  The  latter  efcaped,  but  Tul- 
limak was  wafhed  off  by  the  Tea.  Another  had  a  hole 
rent  in  his  kajak  by  a  feal,  but  he  got  upon  a  flake  of 
ice  and  flopped  the  hole. 

Our  brethren  were  twice  delivered  from  danger  by 
water.  In  May,  when  earth  and  water  were  frozen  and 
the  land  covered  with  fnow,  a  noife  arofe  in  the  morning 
like  the  roar  of  a  great  ftorm.  Before  they  were  aware, 
the  houfe  was  full  of  water ;  they  ran  out  to  divert  the 
ftream,  fuppofing  that  it  proceeded  from  melted  fnow, 
but  behold  all  without  was  hard  and  dry.  In  the  fpace 
of  an  hour  all  the  water  was  gone,  and  then  they  found 
that  it  had  fpouted  out  of  the  earth  like  a  brook,  both. 
in  the  dwelling-houfe  and  the  ftore-houfe  ;  but  it 
never  happened  before  nor  iince.  It  was  juft  flood  at 
full-moon,  which  has  fuch  an  influence  on  the  brooks 
and  fprings,  at  leafl  in  Greenland,  that  they  not  only 
Iwell  at  fuch  times,  but  the  water  alfo  rifes  out  of  the 

esirth 
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earth  in  places  that  are  higher  than  the  furface  of  the 
fea.  In  Auguft,  when  they  went  out  to  hunt,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  carry  fome  provifions  to  their  brethren 
who  were  returning,  they  were  inclofed  with  ice  during 
a  thick  mift.  But  they  had  time  enough  to  leap  upon 
a  great  piece  of  ice,  and  draw  their  boat  up  afttr  them. 
After  they  had  fpent  four  hours  in  this  cold  retreat,  an 
opening  made  itfelf  fo,  that  they  could  proceed  further. 
Some  of  the  teachers  were  feized  this  year  with  fevere 
ficknefles,  which  were  the  more  dangerous  as  they  had 
no  medicines.  But  the  Lord,  who  is  our  phyfician, 
gave  them  proofs  of  his  wonderful  affiftance.  The  love 
and  concern  of  the  Greenlandcrs,  who  almoft  all  came 
even  from  the  moft  remote  places  to  fee  their  teachers 
once  more,  was  a  great  cordial  to  the  fick  patients. 


The  fourteenth  Year  1746. 

§  I. 

THE  general  ftlrring  among  the  favages  feemed 
now  to  abate,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  little 
flock  of  believing  Greenlandcrs  increafed  continually. 
Such  as  grace  could  mafter,  and  fuch  as  liked  to  be 
advifed,  drew  nearer  to  partake  of  the  happinefs  that 
their  hearts  were  dellitute  of.  But  fuch  as  would  not 
yield  up  their  hearts  to  their  Creator,  endeavoured  to 
get  out  of  the  way  of  a  reftlefs  confcience  and  its  de- 
mands ;  and  if  they  had  an  opportunity,  to  detain  others 
by  fraud  or  force.  The  greateft  ftirring  had  been  in 
Kangek.  Many  of  thofe  that  were  touched,  repaired 
to  their  believing  country  -  people  ;  others  wandered 
about  awhile  longer  with  the  favages ;  and  others  were 
undetermined  which  fide  they  fhould  take  to.  Thus 
upon  a  certain  occafion  it  is  faid :  *'  May  29,  many 
*'  ftrange  Greenlandcrs  vifited  us,  and  among  them 
"  was  one  who  had  been  very  much  laid  hold  of  two 
•'  years  ago.  I  afked  him,  if  he  had  no  remains  left 
"  in  his  heart  of  what  he  had  heard  and  felt  two  years 
*'  fince  ?  He  anfwered  :  "  The  firft  year  I  thought 
"  a  great  deal  about  it,  but  now  it  is  as  if  it  was  all 
*'  flown  away."    I  faid  again :  But  haft  thou  no  mind 

"then 
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**  then  to  fide  with  the  believers  ?  Ke  replied  :  "  I 
**  know  it  would  be  well  for  me  to  live  v/ith  thenij, 
**  and  hear  God's  word,  but  I  am  too  much  linked 
"  to  earthly  things,  and  cannot  extricate  myfelf. " 
**  Afterwards  when  I  fpoke  further  with  him  of  the 
*'  happinefs  of  thofe  that  believe,  and  how  he  would 
**  once  repent  his  letting  the  time  of  grace  pafs  over, 
**  the  tears  flood  in  his  eyes,  and  I  perceived  that  his 
■**  heart  was  not  yet  quite  infenfible." 

The  angekoks  laboured  to  draw  fuch  irrefolute  peo- 
ple to  their  fide  again,  and  to  intimidate  them  from 
being  converted  by  all  forts  of  invented  tales.  A  ftrange 
angekok  came  to  Kangek,  and  warned  the  people 
againft  giving  ear  to  the  chriftians,  giving  out  that 
he  had  performed  a  journey  to  heaven,  to  know  hovr 
it  went  with  the  fouls  of  the  Greenlanders.  There  he 
had  found  all  the  baptized  in  a  wretched  condition, 
without  food  and  raiment ;  but  the  unbaptized  in  great 
affluence.  A  formidable  account  was  alio  brought  them, 
that  a  baptized  Greenlander  who  had  died  at  the 
northern  colony,  appeared  again  quite  naked,  and  faid, 
that  he  had  been  driven  into  a  dark  difmal  hole,  where 
he  endured  great  diftrefs,  Thofe  that  were  .q-lad  to  g-et 
excufes,  believed  fuch  fictitious  Itories,  and  added,  that 
the  foreigners  inflicled  thefe  punifhments  on  them,  be- 
caufe  they  had  kilk^d  their  anceftors.  Indeed  thofe  now 
here  did  no  harm  to  their  bodies,  but  tried  to  bring 
them  into  a  ftate  of  unhappinefs  by  their  new  opinions 
and  ufages. 

However  thefe  deceivers  effedled  ver}^  little.  As  fccn 
as  the  firft  impreffions  of  their  forgeries  were  evaporated^ 
the  Greenlanders  came  ;a  abundance  to  vifit  and  hear 
the  word,  efpecially  if'  they  knew  there  would  be  a  bap- 
tifm,  and  many  wifhed  to  be  partakers  of  the  fame 
grace. 

There  came  alfo  many  ftrange  fouthlanders,  but  they 
were  very  ungovernable,  and  committed  many  extra- 
vagancies. A  br.p':;zed  widow  and  her  child  came  back 
again  in  the  company  of  thefe  people,  but  not  in  ths 
moft  fatisfidlory  co.idition.  However  fhe  had  borna 
a  good  teifimony  of  the  truth,  and  made  fome  of  thefs 

wild 


go        HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.   B.VI. 

wild  folks  attentive,  fo  that  the  brethren  could  lay  the 
truths  concerning  their  Creator  and  Redeemer  cloler  to 
their  hearts. 

Several  came  into  this  country  cut  of  the  north,  who 
were  not  perfe6lly  ignorant  before,  but  now  were 
brought  to  more  reflexion  by  converfmg  with  the  bap- 
tized people.  Some  of  thefe  begged  permiffion  to  live 
with  our  Greenlanders,  to  which  the  brethren  anfwered, 
that  as  they  perfuaded  no  one  to  remove  hither,  fo  they 
bid  no  one  go  away  that  came,  provided  he  was  no 
hindrance  to  others.  A  woman  came  alfo,  who  had 
lived  here  more  than  once  before,  but  ran  away  again ; 
fhe  now  afflired  them  fhe  could  not  hold  it  out  any 
longer  with  the  favages,  and  would  henceforth  gladly 
be  obedient  to  the  truth. 

§2. 

The  more  our  baptized  and  catechumens  faw  into 
the  blefling  of  daily  tuition  and  inftrudlion,  and  the 
detriment  arifing  from  their  being  fcattered,  the  better 
they  habituated  themfelves  to  fecial  living  together  under 
the  infpe£tion  of  their  teachers,  and  at  the  fame  time 
were  convinced  that  the  external  good  rules  and  orders 
aimed  at  their  temporal  and  fpiritual  profperity,  and  not 
at  compulfion  and  fubje6lion.  Thus  a  believing  married 
pair,  who  had  been  over-perfuaded  to  join  in  an  excur- 
fion  to  the  fouth,  could  the  readier  follow  the  brethren's 
advice  to  continue  here  for  the  prefent,  becaufe  they 
themfelves  knew  that  they  were  but  newly  baptized, 
and  not  yet  rightly  eftablifhed.  And  the  women,  who 
were  forbid  going  on  board  a  fhip  that  wintered  here, 
plainly  faw  that  the  motive  of  this  prohibition  was  not 
arbitrary  power,  but  their  own  welfare  and  honour. 

When  they  were  obliged  to  go  to  the  fifhery  at  the 
iflands,  they  went  almoft  all  to  one  place,  that  they  might 
proceed  in  mutual  edification  among  one  another.  As 
foon  as  ever  they  had  procured  what  was  neceflary,  they 
came  again  to  their  teachers,  who  had  conftantly  vifitcd 
them  in  the  mean  time.  If  they  went  any  where  to 
ftay  a  long  time,  one  of  the  teachers  went  with  them. 
Accordingly  the  Greenlanders  that  went  this  year  upon 
the  fiftiery  in  Kookoernen,   which  lafted  feveral  weeks, 

were 
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were  never  left  without  one  of  their  teachers,  though 
thefe  latter  had  themfelves  at  that  time  all  hands  employ- 
ed in  cutting  turf  and  gathering  wood.  It  is  not  necell'a- 
ry  at  prefent  to  fpecify  at  large  their  vifiting  the  heathen 
from  time  to  time,  and  how  the  Greenlanders  alfo  omit- 
ted no  opportunity  to  declare  the  Lord's  death  wherever 
they  came.  Yet  I  will  mention  one  inftance.  In  March, 
*'  Timothy  came  home  from  vifiting  his  friends  in  the 
*'  diftridl  of  Fifher's-bay.  Neither  he  nor  his  people 
*'  could  exprefs  how  ardently  they  longed  to  be  with  us 
'*  again.  They  had  fpoken  of  our  Saviour  to  all  chat 
*'  would  hear  them,  and  their  words  were  acceptable  to 
«  fome." 

They  vifited  from  time  to  time  the  few  baptized  that 
were  obliged  to  live  at  other  places  with  their  parents, 
or  fent  occafionally  others  of  our  baptized  to  enquire  af- 
ter them.  Thus  Jonathan  abode  a  few  days  with  Bath- 
iheba's  parents,  and  his  teftimcny  proved  a  blefTmg  to 
them  and  five  other  families  that  lived  there.  As  often 
as  our  brethren  went  afterwards  to  that  houfe,  they 
found  a  great  ftirring,  which  Bathifheba  gave  occafion 
to,  who  had  taught  her  younger  fifters  fome  texts.  Of 
one  of  their  vifits  they  write  :  "  It  often  affected  our 
*'  hearts  when  we  faw  the  little  children  fitting  toge- 
*'  ther  upon  a  rock,  finging  pretty  verfes,  and  talking 
"  together  thereupon.  The  whole  family  is  now  well 
*'  inclined.  It  is  fcarce  neceflary  to  fay  much  to  the 
*'  parents,  the  children  do  it  without  us,  and  even 
*'  thofe  that  cannot  fpeak,  fhew  the  old  folks  where  our 
"  Saviour  was  wounded  in  his  hands,  feet  and  fide. 
**  But  yet  quite  another  afpe61:  and  vital  principle  fhines 
*'  out  of  Bathfheba's  eyes ;  it  is  obvious  in  her  that  (he 
*'  has  been  baptized  with  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  lives 
*'  and  a<3:s  under  its  powerful  influence." 

§  3- 

This  time  Frederic  Eoehnifh  went  with  the  whole 
Greenland  flock  to  the  Capelin-Fifhery.  The  order  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Greenlanders  might  provide  the  neceflTa- 
ry  ftores,  and  yet  fuftain  no  damage  to  their  fouls,  me- 
rits a  more  particular  fpecification,  I  prefent  it  to  the 
reader  in  their  own  words ; 

Vol.  IL  F  '♦  May 
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"  May  13,  was  a  peculiarly  bleJTed  congregation- 
"  day ;  fome  accounts  were  read,  and  three  Greenlan- 
**  ders  fwere  baptized,  which  we  were  obliged  to  do 
"  in  the  open  air  becaufe  of  the  croud  of  people.  Final- 
"  \y  the  order  they  were  to  obferve  at  the  capelin- 
**  fifhery,  was  notified.  It  was  a  joy  to  them  that  one 
*'  of  us  would  bear  them  company,  and  they  promifed 
*'  to  undertake  nothing  without  his  advice. 

"  The  1 8th,  they  made  ready  for  their  departure. 
**  The  poor,  that  had  no  boat,  and  the  widows  and  their 
"  children  that  had  no  provider,  were  diftributed  among 
"  the  reft,  that  they  might  reap  fbmething  too,  and  not 
*'  be  burdenfome  in  the  winter.  Many  of  them  came 
*'  to  fpeak  feparately  with  one  of  us  before  they  went, 
"  about  their  paft  fituation.  Some  wanted  very  much 
"  to  hear  what  they  fhould  do,  to  be  kept  from  evil  in 
*'  their  ab fence.  Wc  knew  no  better  counfel  to  give 
**  them  than  this :  "  Let  his  five  wounds  torn  wide 
*'  for  you, — remain  your  rock-holes  fafe  and  true.  Re- 
**  joice  in  the  Lord  jdways.  Love  one  another  heartily  ; 
**  and  give  no  credit  to  the  enemy,  if  he  would  perfuade 
**  you  that  you  are  not  good  enough  for  our  Saviour, 
**  becaufe  he  only  aims  by  it  to  make  you  fhy  towards 
*'  him,  and  to  bring  you  into  an  eftrangement  and 
"  diftance  from  him,  that  he  may  afterwards  furprize 
"  and  fupplant  you  the  more  eafily." 
.  *'  The  19th,  v/hen  they  had  loaded  their  boats,  we 
*'  walked  down  to  the  ftrand  with  them,  and  recom- 
**  mended  them  to  the  powerful  prote£l:ion  of  our  dear 
*'  Father,  the  conftant  nearnefs  of  our  Beloved,  and 
**  the  careful  nurture  of  the  Holy  Ghoftj  and  at  taking 
"  leave  we  fung  :  "  I  cannot  poflibly  leave  off, — I  have 
*'  not  thee  embrac'd  enough, — I  kifs  thee  yet  once 
*'  more — on  thy  abus'd,  thy  bloody  cheeks; — my  long- 
*'  ing  muft  have  what  it  feeks — on  thine  unnumber'd 
"  wounds  and  fores."  Then  we  fet  off  in  fourteen 
^'  boats  and  many  kajaks.  The  catechift  Berthel 
"  Larfcn  and  five  boats  from  the  colony  joined  us.  We 
*'  advanced  but  four  leagues.  In  the  evening  I  kept  a 
''  finging-hour.  Afterward  fome  Greenlanders  vlfited 
"  me  in  my  tent ;  by  degrees  we  entered  into  a  very  happy 
'*  couveriktion,  how  it  will  be  with  us  above,    I  know 

"  not 
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*'  not  how  to  exprefs  the  fubftance  of  our  blefled  dif- 
*'  courfe,  and  the  heavenly  feeling  attending  it,  better 
**  than  in  a  couple  of  old  \'erfes  very  dear  to  me :  "  His 
"  eyes,  his  mouth,  his  fide,  —  his  body  crucify'd, — 
"  which  faith  here  refts  upon,  —  our  eyes  (hall  fee 
**  anon,— and  there  in  perfon  greet — his  wounded  hands 
**  and  feet."  "  At  fuch  a  time  of  grace, — what  eye-lid 
*'  can  reprefs — the  tears  fuch  joys  produce ! — nay,  they 
*'  will  burft  the  fluice, — and  overflow  the  cheeks,— 
**  juft  like  a  dam  that  breaks." 

*'  The  20th,  the  catechift  kept  the  morning-meeting 
"  with  an  aiFefted  heart.  Then  we  fteered-on  our 
*'  courfe.  As  we  glided  along,  the  Greenlanders  fung 
*'  out  their  whole  ftock  of  vcrfes,  and  then  began  again. 
*'  In  the  evening  we  came  to  PifHkiarbik*.  There 
*'  were  fix  tents  of  wild  Greenlanders  pitched  there  al- 
*'  ready,  but  we  pitched  upon  another  place. 

*'  The  2ift,  after  the  morning-meeting  I  wrote  let- 
**  ters.  Our  Sarah  and  Ketura  fpoke  with  a  heathen 
'*  woman,  and  told  her  how  unhappy  all  thofe  are, 
*'  that  do  not  know  and  love  our  Saviour.  When  the 
•*  men  were  come  home  from  feal-catching,  they  brought 
*'  me  fome  feal-flefh,  and  were  glad  that  I  relifhed  it, 
•'  and  I  was  glad  to  feel  their  genuine  love. 

"  The  22d,  being  Sunday,  I  kept  the  choir-meet- 
*'  ings  in  the  forenoon.  I  obferved  more  tlfan  ordinary 
"  grace  in  fome.  In  the  afternoon  I  vifited  the  favages 
**  whom  I  knew  many  years  ago.  Some  of  our  people 
*'  fpoke  a  great  deal  of  our  Saviour  in  thefe  tents,  and 
**  wondered  at  the  dead  and  deplorable  condition  of  the 
**  poor  creatures.  Their  own  deliverance  from  dark- 
**  nefs  was  anew  important  to  them.  In  the  evening 
"  the  catechift  kept  the  fmging-hour,  and  I  the  meeting 
"  of  the  baptized. 

*'  The  23d,  24th  and  25th,  our  people  k'ded  up 
**  capelins  in  plenty,  and  I  did  the  fame.  The  weather 
*<  was  fo  warm,  that  when  we  were  upon  land,  we 
*<  could  fcarce  bear  our  deaths  on.  But  the  26th,  27th 
<'  and  28th  it  fnowed   fo  hard  and  was  fo  cold,  that  I 

*  Since  then  our  Greenl.inders  ahvay:  chofe  to  go  to  this  place  on  the 
•apelin-fiftierj-,  becaufc  ti:ey  could  be  generally  alone  thsre, 
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**  could   hardly   write.     The  Greenlanders  refted  and 
*'  were  very  orderly  in  their  tents. 

"  The  29th,  I  kept  the  Whitfun-fermon  under  the 
*'  azure  fky,  and  afterwards  I  read  letters  to  them  from. 
'*  Europe. 

*'  June  I,  I  went  a  hunting  and  killed  a  large  rein- 
**  deer.  On  the  2d,  I  gave  our  Greenlanders  a  meal 
**  of  it.  In  my  abfence  the  enemy  had  direcElly  endea- 
"  voured  to  broach  evil  among  fome  of  them,  but  he 
"  did  not  fully  fuccecd.  Afterwards  I  fent  two  kajaks 
*'  with  letters  and  frefh  meat  to  New-Herrnhut,  and 
*'  foon  after  they  were  gone,  two  kajaks  arrived  with 
*'  agreeable  letters  from  thence.  It  being  now  light  all 
"  night,  I  went  with  fome  others  at  midnight  to  another 
"  place  to  catch  capelins. 

'*  The  3d,  after  the  morning-meeting  I  fpoke  with 
"  two  fmgle  women,  who  without  my  knowledge  had 
*'  been  a  hunting  with  others  befides  the  proper  head  of 
*'  their  houfe.  They  confefled  their  error,  and  would 
"  remember  their  promife  better  hereafter.  In  the  af- 
*'  ternoon  I  kept  a  love-feaft  and  catechifation  with  22 
*'  children.  Afterwards  I  fpoke  with  an  unbaptized 
*'  widower,  who  is  received  among  the  catechumens. 
*'  He  had  entered  too  deep  into  the  thoughts  of  mar- 
*'  riage,  and  intended  to  put  them  in  execution  in  the 
"  heathenifli  way.  His  heart  grew  foft  prefently.  I 
"  advifed  him  to  return  home  out  of  the  way  of  the 
*'  temptation,  and  he  was  dire6lly  willing. 

*'  The  4th,  the  catechift  kept  the  morning-meeting, 
*'  and  I  the  Sunday's  preaching  on  the  5th  to  many  peo- 
"  pie.  Afterwards  I  vifited  the  Greenlanders  in  their 
"  tents,  and  found  them  chearful  and  hearty.  J  had 
*'  reafon  to  rejoice  much  over  them. 

'*  The  6th,  I  was  again  a  hunting.  Simon  got  a 
*'  deer,  gave  the  Greenlanders  a  meal,  and  made  fome 
"  remarks  at  this  opportunity.  Among  other  things,  he 
"  faid  :  "  Now  I  am  no  more  alhamed  to  fay,  that  I 
"  will  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  guided  by  my  teachers  like  a 
'•'  little  child.  I  know  by  experience  that  the  fellow- 
*'  fhip  of  believers  is  good,  and  that  our  teachers  have 
"  an  upright  intention  towards  us,  and  do  not  defire 
"  to  lord   it  over  us,    ai  fome  among  you,  that  have 
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"  an   evil    heart,    think    and    alfo   fpeak   among    one 
"  another." 

"  The  9th,  all  packed  up  except  two  families  that 
*'  were  not  ready.  Towards  noon  we  let  off  with 
*'  fongs  of  praife,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  the 
*'  night  we  came  within  a  league  of  our  houfe.  71iere 
*'  a  ftrong  wind  obliged  them  to  halt,  and  to  draw  both 
*'  the  loading  and  boats  afhore.  But  I  went  home  by 
*'  land,  and  thanked  our  Saviour  with  many  tears  for 
*'  all  the  grace  and  mercy  that  he  had  fhewed  to  me  and 
**  the  Greenlanders." 

§4- 

Permit  me  on  this  occafion  to  introduce  alfo  one  of 
their  hunting-diaries. 

"  Sept.  3,  fome  Greenlanders  went  upon  the  rein- 
*'  deer-hunt ;  and  as  we  did  not  chufe  to  let  them  go 
*'  alone,  I  (Matthew  Stach)  went  with  them.  In  the 
*'  inlet  a  violent  boye  *  or  fquall  from  the  fouth  befet 
*'  us  and  feparated  us.  I  was  obliged  to  fteer  before  the 
*'  wind  ftrait  into  the  inlet,  becaufe  the  adjacent  land 
*'  was  full  of  fteep  rocks.  Yet  at  laft  we  were  hurried 
**  very  near  to  a  high  bold  fhore.  The  current  was 
*'  rapid,  and  the  lofty  furges  daftied  together  in  fuch 
*'  confufion,  that  we  thought  no  other  but  of  beins: 
*'  overfet.  The  women's  boat  writhed  itfelf  in  the 
*'  billows  like  a  worm.  That  verfe  was  my  ejacula- 
*'  tion :  "  Lamb,  thou  mad'ft  the  univerfe, — we  too 
*'  are  thy  little  creatures,"  &c.  In  a  quarter  of  an 
"  hour  all  was  hufhed  into  a  perfe6l  calm,  fo  that  we 
*'  could  row  on  a  couple  of  leagues.  We  pitched  our 
"  tents  in  Okeitfuk,  to  wait  for  the  two  miffing  boats. 
"  We  were  foaked  through  and  through  with  rain. 

*'  The  4th,  the  two  feparated  boats  could  not  gain 
**  the  ftation  for  foong  winds.  After  the  fmging-hour, 
*'  Dorothy  aflced  me,  what  woman  that  was  I  lately 
"  fpoke  of,  to  whom  our  Saviour  faid,  O  woman ^  great 
^'  is  thy  faith.  I  told  her  it  was  a  heathenifli  woman, 
"  that  had  not  much  underftanding,  like  herfelf,  but 
^-*  her  heart  had  taken  in  the  little  ihe  had  heard  from 

*  See  vol.  I.  p.  49. 
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''  others  of  our  Saviour.  This  fuggefted  an  agreeable 
'^  fubjeft  for  a  dialogue  among  my  cent-companions. 

"  The  5th,  the  two  other  boats  came  up.  They 
**  had  been  in  the  fame  imminent  danger  as  we,  efpe- 
*'  cially  little  Matthew,  who  with  his  kaiak  could  not 
"^  keep  up  with  the  others.  The  waves  waftied  away 
'^^  his  feal-bkdder,  and  while  he  was  lifting  that  up,  his 
^'  oar  was  carried  away,  fo  that  he  was  forced  to  pad- 
**  die  back  with  his  bare  hands  till  he  could  catch  hii 
"  oar  again  *. 

"  The  6th,  we  could  fcarce  ftir  out  of  the  tent  fof 
"  rain  and  ftorm,  and  the  yth,  it  was  not  much  better. 
"  In  the  evening  I  read  a  chapter  out  of  the  evangelift 
'*  John.  At  going  to  bed  we  had  a  very  blefied  dif- 
"  courfe  together  about  the  chief  point  we  wiflied  to  fee 
*'  among  the  Greenlanders,  viz.  that  they  loved  our 
*'  Saviour  and  one  another  heartily,  fo  that  if  he  was 
**  to  afk  the  queftion, — Lovejl  thou  me  ?  every  one  might 
*'  be  able  to  anfwer  with  truth, — Lord^  thou  kmive/i  all 
*'  things^  thou  hinveji  that  I  love  thee. 

"  The  8th,  as  the  weather  was  a  little  better,  we 
*'  went  on,  and  m_et  with  Tettamak  the  northern  An- 
""  gekok  and  his  people,  who  would  gladly  live  with 
"  us. 

*'  The  9th,  the  wind  was  very  tempeflucus.  I 
**  heard  that  our  Anna  was  not  far  off  with  her  bro- 
*^  ther,  and  went  to  fpeak  with  herj  but  fhe  was  gone 
*'  a  hunting.  In  the  fmging-hour  that  verfe :  O  !  if 
*'  the  Lamb's  blood  was  not  fhed, — life  would  a  bur- 
*'  den  be  indeed,"  &c.  excited  me  to  fpeak  "feme  words 
*'  of  that  matter.  The  icth,  and  nth,  it  rained  again 
"  fo  violentl)^,  that  nobody  could  go  out.  The  north- 
^^  landers  were  at  the  morning-meeting,  and  were  very 
*'  attentive.  The  man,  who  is  an  angekok  and  mur- 
••'  derer,  begged  me  afterwards  to  come  to  his  tent  to 
*'  tell  him  more  of  what  was  good,  becaufe  he  had  for- 
*^'  got  a  good  deal  already.     Therefore  I   related  to  him 

*  The  fame  youth  overfet  another  time,  when  he  was  trying  to  tak^ 
an  cider-fowl  he  had  /hot  out  of  the  water,  and  the  current  carried  him  fo 
far  that  lie  was  almoft  out  of  fight.  But  at  lall  another  boy  came  up  wiih 
hiai,  and  railed  lilm  up  from  under  the  water, 

*'  onct; 
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^*  once  more,  how  the  Creator  of  all  beings  aflumed  our 
*'  human  nature,  and  redeemed  mankind  by  fufFering 
*'  and  dying.  When  I  concluded  with  thefe  words, 
"  Much  might  be  faid  of  this  Jefus,  if  the  time  allowed 
♦*  it  j"  he  faid  :  "  Then  give  me  leave  to  live  this  win- 
*'  ter  with  you,  that  I  and  my  children  may  hear  more 
*^  of  it."  I  anfwered  :  this  fhall  be  at  thy  own  option  ; 
*'  if  thou  wilt  make  the  beginning  to  feek  a  Saviour, 
*'  which  there  is  the  higheft  reafon  for,  then  thy  chiU 
^''  dren  will  probably  follow  thee.  "  Yes  (faid  he)  i 
"  will,  and  my  children  have  ftill  more  mind  than  I." 

"  The  isth,  we  went  a  hunting.  I  killed  two  rein- 
**  deer,  but  the  Greenlanders  none;  however  I  gave 
"  them  one  of  mine.  The  13th,  I  killed  anothei,, 
"  In  the  morning-meeting  I  read  out  of  St.  Luke,  and 
"  fpoke  on  thofe  words  :  Depart  from  mcy  for  1  a?n  & 
'■^  fmfidman^  O  Lord;  and  our  Saviour's  anfwer:  I  will 
"'  mah  you  f/hers  of  men.  One  of  the  company  com- 
*'  plained  to  me,  that  his  wife  would  not  be  obedient 
''  to  him  fometimes;  he  had  thought  it  would  bs  well 
^'  to  get  a  great  rod,  and  beat  her  once  thoroughly.  I 
*'  faid  :  "  No,  thou  muft  not  do  fo.  This  may  do 
*'  for  cljildren,  but  it  has  no  good  efFeit  with  grown 
"  peoplCp  I  will  fpeak  with  her ;  I  think  fhe  will  be 
^  afhamed  and  amend."  Well  then  (fays  he)  I  will 
**  not  do  it,  but  will  tell  thee  when  (he  adts  amifs  again. 

"  The  14th,  I  fent  home  a  kajak  with  meat  and 
*'  letters.  1  kept  the  morning-meeting  on  the  words, 
*'  /  am  come  to  fend  fire  on  the  earth,  &c.  Afterwards  I 
*'  tranflated  that  hymn :  ^  When  in  the  morn  I  rife 
*'  from  bed,"  &c.  The  15th,  we  went  to  Kanneifut, 
*'  We  had  fcarce  pitched  our  tents  before  fuch  a  violent 
''  ftorm  arofe  from  the  fouth,  that  we  could  fcarce  keep 
"  our  boats  arid  tents  from  being  the  fport  of  its  fury 
^'  in  the  air.  We  ftaid  there  till  the  19th,  when  we 
**  came  home  chearful  and  well/' 

%%' 

Towards   autumn  the  Greenlanders  fet  out  a  feal- 

catching,   which    is   like   their  harveft,    and    this   time 

they  were  extraordinary  fuccefsful  j  but  as  to  internals 

they  fell  into  dubious  circumftanccs,  which  was  how- 
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ever  difcovered  in  good  time,  though  feme  got  a  heavy 
heart  by  it.  Therefore  at  the  entrance  into  their  win- 
ter-habitations, there  were  many  things  to  be  examine 
ed  into  and  adjufted.  But  here  it  muft  not  be  forgot, 
that  in  confequence  of  an  exhortation  to  go  uprightly 
to  work,  moft  of  them  came  of  their  own  accord,  and 
confefled  their  mifcarriages  with  an  open  heart,  fo  that 
their  teachers  did  not  know  whether  they  ftiould  grieve 
or  rejoice  over  them  moft.  However  they  were  obliged 
to  put  fome  under  chaftifement ;  and  exclude  them  for 
2.  time  from  the  afTembly  of  the  baptized,  that  they 
themfelves  might  reform,  and  the  others  take  example 
from  them.  It  had  alfo  a  good  efFe6i: ;  for  they  got  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  their  own  heart,  their  own  cor- 
ruption was  more  manifeft  to  them,  the  merits  of  Jefus 
more  important,  and  his  wounds  more  indifpenfably 
neceflary.  They  alfo  learnt  to  walk  more  wifely,  and 
to  guard  againft  their  own  fpirit  on  feemingly  innocent 
occafions,  but  which  yet  might  imperceptibly  betray 
them  into  fm.  After  this  affair  was  over,  the  meeting 
of  the  baptized  was  enlivened  with  new  grace  and  fpi- 
rit. Upon  the  earneft  defire  of  many,  they  were  riow 
induced  to  begin  the  finging- hours  again,  which  had 
been  intermitted  on  account  of  their  languor ;  for  it  is  a 
principle  among  the  brethren,  to  fet  afide  even  an  ufe- 
ful  thing  when  it  does  not  anfwer  its  end  any  longer, 
or  degenerates  into  a  mere  cuftom.  Thofe  that  were 
excluded,  hurpl^led  themfelves  from  their  hearts  and 
reformed,  sM  were  re-admitted  before  the  enfuing 
fpring.  Alid  an  unbaptized  woman,  whom  they  were 
obliged  to  turn  away  as  a  fediicer,  came  again  after 
fome  weeks  and  begged  with  many  tears  that  they  would 
receive  her  again.  ^'  It  is  true  (faid  flic)  I  have  expe- 
"  ricnced  nothing  in  my  heart  yet,  but  only  gleaned  a 
*'  little  knowledge  in  my  head  lately,  but  yet  I  cannot 
"  bear  to  flay  among  the  heathen  ;  the  difquietude  of 
*'  my  heart  follows  me  wherever  I  am,  and  imbitters 
**  every  thing  to  me ;  and  the  revilings  that  I  muft  daiiy 
*'  hear  againfl:  you  and  the  believers,  are  intolerable  to 
*'  me."  Accordingly  the  poor  woman  was  taken  upon 
a  new  trial. 

§6. 
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§6. 

The  congregation  was  increafed  with  26  perfons  by 
holy  baptifm,  3  of  whom  were  little  children.  A  wo- 
man in  Kangek  was  alfo  baptized  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year;  it  was  fhe  who  had  been  kept  back  by  her 
hufband  from  being  baptized  laft  year.  Many  of  the 
heathen  that  lived  at  that  place,  attended  this  tranfac- 
tion,  and  faw  and  heard  every  thing  with  great  emotion. 
Her  hufband  alfo  begged  earneftly  to  be  baptized  j  the 
brethren  promifed  to  think  of  him,  if  he  would  come 
with  his  family  to  live  with  us  and  be  inftrudled.  Nor 
was  it  long  ere  he  came,  and  before  the  year  ended,  he 
partook  of  the  fame  grace.  He  was  called  Peter,  and 
he  and  his  wife  turned  out  one  of  the  moft  exemplary 
married  pairs  and  blefled  labourers  among  their  nation, 
though  he  finifhed  his  race  in  a  i^\^  years.  His  wife  '\% 
ftill  a  refpec^able  helper  among  the  widows. 

Three  pair  were  joined  in  marriage.  A  widov/  who 
was  fpoke  to  with  the  fame  view,  anfwered  :  "  I  would 
*'  rather  have  no  fecond  hufband,  for  at  my  baptifm 
*'  I  gave  myfelf  entirely  up  to  our  Saviour,  that  he 
"  fhould  be  mine  and  I  his.  I  know  how  it  is  in 
**  that  ftate,  many  things  occur  to  difturb  one.  I  am 
*'  much  more  comfortable  in  my  widoW-ftate :  and 
**  you  yourfelves  knov/  that  I  have  now  been  two 
''  years  a  widow,  and  hitherto  I  have  fufFered  no  want, 
*'  though  I  have  no  other  provider  but  my  little 
."  fon."  The  brethren  could  have  no  objection  to  this 
declaration,  and  the  man  that  had  folicited  for  her  was 
fatisfied  too.  Circurnftances  required  that  they  fhould 
advife  another  to  drop  the  thoughts  of  marriage  for  the 
prefent,  they  themfelves  would  think  of  him  when  fuch 
a  change  would  be  good  and  fuitable ;  and  he  was  fa- 
tisfied alfo.  But  there  was  a  young  widow,  who  during 
her  abfence  had  begun  a  treaty  with  one  that  was  un- 
baptized,  and  the  brethren  were  obliged  to  fetch  her 
home  bag  and  baggage,  that  fhe  might  not  plunge  her- 
felf  foolifhly  into  danger,  wherein  there  was  more  like- 
lihood of  perifhing  herfelf,  than  of  gaining  her  unbe- 
lieving hufband. 

This  was  a  very  tempefluous  year,  and  the  miflion- 
ariesas  well  as  the  Greenlanders  were' involved  in  va- 
rious 
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rious  imminent  dangers.  Once  two  brethren  went  fix 
leagues  ofF  to  feek  wood,  and  were  obliged  to  ftay  eight 
days  upon  an  uninhabited  illand,  and  to  ftand  the  bruat 
of  three  hard  ftorms  without  any  tent  to  cover  them. 
On  this  occafion  they  write.  "  Oft  have  we  encoun- 
"  tered  a  variety  of  perils  by  land  and  water,  and  we 
*'  are  pretty  well  inured  to  it ;  but  this  time  we  ha4 
*'  reafbn  more  than  ordinary  to  thank  our  Saviour  for 
"  our  prelerx'atioij,  becaufe  the  laft  four  or  five  days 
"  we  had  nothing  to  eat  but  fhell-fifli,  and  could  fcarce 
*'  get  enough  of  them  to  pacify  our  hunger.  At  iaft 
**  we  ventured  to  embark  homeward,  and  fcarce  had 
*'  we  fet  foot  on  land  before  there  arofe  fuch  a  terrible 
*'  tempeft  and  rain,  that  we  had  enough  to  do  to  (hel- 
*'  ter  the  boat."  Yet  in  all  this  boifterous  weather 
only  one  Greenlandcr,  called  Gideon,  was  overfet  in 
his  kajak  and  drowned.  It  was  obferved  of  him  that 
he  was  never  right  chearful,  but  had  always  fomething 
penfive  and  fhy  in  him,  though  they  could  never  find 
that  his  walk  was  finful.  In  the  funeral-difcourfe  the 
Greenlanders  were  fhewed  how  neceffary  it  is,  that 
after  their  baptifm  they  fhould  get  a  true  acquaintance 
with  Jefus  and  his  wounds,  that  they  might  lead  a  hap-^ 
py  life  uninterruptedly,  and  if  they  alfo  fliould  unex- 
pectedly be  called  out  of  this  world,  as  is  often  the  cafe 
in  this  country,  they  might  be  always  found  ready  to 
enter  with  perfect  joy  into  the  prefence  of  him,  in  whorj* 
they  believed  here.  It  caufed  a  great  concufiion  among 
them  all. 

The  continual  increafe  of  the  Greenland  flock,  and  of 
labour  in  internals  and  externals,  made  the  increafe  of  help- 
ers neceffary  too,  efpecially  as  (which  no  one  could  take 
amifs)  one  of  the  old  labourers  after  the  other  made  a  vifit 
to  Germany  to  draw  breath,  and  to  recover  new  ftrength 
for  their  labour.  Johi  Soerenfen  was  this  time  pitched  upon 
at  Marienborn  as  a  new  affiftant.  He  accepted  the  call 
with  joy,  and  directly  made  ready  for  his  journey.  John 
Beck,  who  was  then  in  Marienborn  attending  the  printing 
of  fome  tranflated  Greenland  pieces,  went  with  him  to 
conduiS  him  thither,  and  to  bring  his  own  wife  from  thence 
en  a  vifit,     In  Holland,  Chriftian  3oernike  joined  them, 
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and  there  they  went  on  board  a  whale-fiflier  Capt.  Idzc 
Alders,  and  had  an  extraordinary  quick  voyage,  for  ten 
days  after  their  failing  from  the  Texel  they  fpied  Cape- 
Farewell  in  Greenland.     April  5,  they  reached  the   la- 
titude of  Good-hope,  but  did  not  dare  to  approach  the 
land  on  account  of  ftorms,  and.  therefore  were  obliged 
to  go  80  leagues  farther  north  as  high  as  the  latitude  of 
Wyde-bay,  before  they  could  be  fet  off  in  their  own 
boat  which  they  had  bought  in  Holland.     The  captain 
defired  them  to  wait  for  another  opportunity,  becaufe 
he  was  afraid  they  would  be  murdered  by  the  favages  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  who  bore  an  ill   charadler; 
and  at  that  time  there  were  no  colonies  in  that  diftrift. 
But  they  ventured  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  April 
7,  they   went   into    their  boat  in  fine  ferene    weather, 
and  coafted  fouthward  near  the  fhore.  But  in  the  evening, 
when  they  attempted  to  crofs  a  wide  inlet,  a  ftrong  eaft- 
wind  arofe  all  of  a  fudden,  as  if  it  would  drive  them  with 
violence  out   into  the   wide!  ocean.     With  much   toil 
and  ftout  rowing  they  made  fhift  to  reach  with  difficulty 
a  lonely  ifland,  on  which  they  were  obliged  to  hold  out 
without  covering  two  days  and  three  nights  in  great  cold 
and  wet  cloaths.     The  worft  was,  that  in  lightening 
the  boat  in  their  diftrefs,  they  threw  overboard  the  im- 
plements for  ftriking  fire  among  the  reft,    and  confe- 
quently  could  make  no  fire.     They  had  a  fcanty  portion 
of  bread  and  cheefe,  and  fome  bottles  of  red  wine,  but 
the  cold  froze  and  burft  them,  therefore  for  want  of  wa- 
ter they  were  forced  to  eat  fnow.     At  night  they  lay  in 
a  hole  dug  in  the  fnow,  and  covered  themfelves  with  the 
fail.      April    lOj    they  failed    from    thence  and  pafled 
Bruyne-Bay  and  Kin  von  Saal,  and  came  the  12th,  in 
the  night,   to   the  firft  Greenland  houfe  in   Omenak, 
which  was  inhabited  by  40  perfons.     They  were  receiv- 
ed in  a  friendly  manner  by  them,  and  feafted  with  fifh 
and  water.     But  as  this  territory  is  infamous  for  feveral 
murders  committed  on  navigators,  they  kept  good  watch 
by  their  boat  all  the  night  through.     The  13th,  they 
fet  fail  again   and  pafTed  Naparfok,  where  they  were  a- 
gain  treated  kindly  by  the  Greenlanders.   The  14th,  they 
were  again  in  no  fmall  danger  by  a  ftrong  fouth-wind, 
feov/ever  they  reached  land,  though  cold  and  wet  through 

and 


92        HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.  B.VII. 

and  through.  The  15th,  they  refted.  Wherever  they 
found  people,  they  preached  the  gofpel  and  not  without 
bleffing ;  and  the  iffue  proved  it,  for  fix  famihes  at  lead 
came  after  them  from  thefe  parts,  and  profpered,  and  the 
forementioned  angekok  and  his  domeftics  w^ere  among  them. 
The  17th,  they  came  to  Kangek,  and  the  i8th  to  New- 
Herrnhut  to  every  one's  joy  and  furprize ;  and  glad  and 
thankful  were  they  that  they  were  brought  to  their  wifti- 
ed-for  place  through  fo  many  difficulties  and  dangers. 


BOOK    VII. 

The  third  Period  of  the  Brethren's  Mijfwn^  from  the 
building  of  the  Church  i?:  1 747,  /;'//  the  fecond 
VifUation  /«  1752. 


The  fifteenth  Year  1747. 

§  I. 

Y  what  has  already  been  related,  it  muft  ha^e 
been  a  pleafure  to  obierve,  how  the  gofpel  was 
preached  in  this  whole  diftridl,  and  how  its  found 
was  fpread  ftill  farther  by  the  favages  themfelves.  Per- 
fecution,  at  leaft  all  forts  of  obltacles,  reproach  and 
mockery  were  not  wanting.  The  heathen  indeed  had 
no  formed  fyftem  of  lies  to  fet  againft  the  divine  truths, 
nor  had  they  any  hired  heathenim  priefts,  like  other  in- 
fidels, to  fupport  them  therein ;  however,  there  were 
fome  among  the  angekoks,  who,  fearing  they  might  en- 
tirely lofe  their  reputation  and  the  profits  accruing  from 
their  impoftures,  invented  all  forts  of  things  to  deter 
their  filly  adherents  from  adopting  the  truth.  But  thefe 
efforts  were  feeble,  and  unable  to  withftand  the  divine 
power  of  the  gofpel.  Thofe  whom  the  Spirit  of  God 
could  but  convince  truly  of  fin  becaufe  they  believed  not 
in   Jefus,    and   of  the   righteoufnefs   purchafed   by   his 
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blood,  thefe  the  prince  of  this  world  was  obliged  to  quit 
his  claim  to,  as  foon  as  they  were  willing  to  run  into 
the  arms  of  their  faithful  Shepherd.  A  copious  blelling 
was  ftill  to  be  expelled  from  the  awakening  hitherto, 
and  unlefs  any  one  voluntarily  and  deliberately  chofe  to 
remain  an  ufurped  prey  of  the  devil,  there  was  hope, 
notwithflanding  all  human  impediments,  that  one  way 
or  other  he  would  in  the  end  be  conducted  into  the  arms 
of  his  Creator,  by  means  of  that  fmall  light  enkindled 
in  him  through  the  truth  of  the  gofpel. 

Great  grace  was  obferved  among  the  little  colle6led 
company  of  the  baptized.  Many  painful  circumftances 
indeed  ftill  occurred  ;  nor  could  it  be  otherwife  expect- 
ed even  hereafter,  fo  long  as  we  are  here  below  in  aii 
imperfedt  congregation,  which  on  this  fide  the  grave  is 
an  hofpital,  not  indeed  of  dead  people,  but  of  Tick  who 
are  recovering,  where  one  is  to  ftrengthen  that  which 
was  ready  to  die.  But  upon  the  whole  there  v.-as  caufe 
to  rejoice  heartily  over  them,  and  to  ftand  amazed  and 
thank  God  on  account  of  their  growth  in  grace,  parti- 
cularly when  calling  to  mind,  that  fo  very  lately  they 
were  not  only  heathens,  but  of  themoft  brutifh,  diforder- 
ly  fort,  who  lived  according  to  the  evil  propenfity  of  their 
heart  without  any  reftraint.  In  the  public  meetings  the 
divine  power  of  the  gofpel  (hewed  itfelf  confpicuoufly. 
On  individual  fouls  a  work  of  grace  was  many  ways  to 
be  difcerned  in  a  lovely  manner,  which  gave  a  hopeful 
profpedt :  At  the  fmall  bands,  as  likev/ife  at  incidental 
converfations,  but  principally  whenever  baptifm  was 
adminiftered,  that  promife,  fVhere  two  or  three  are  ga- 
thered together  in  my  name^  there  am  I  in  the  midft  ofthem^ 
could  be  often  fealed  with  yea  and  amen ;  fiom  a  feeling 
which  caufed  the  tears  to  flow  plentifully.  Moreover 
it  appeared,  that  feveral  of  the  baptized  were  endowed 
with  fine  gifts  and  a  witnefs-fpirit,  infomuch  that  they 
declared  to  others  the  grace  which  they  had  experienced 
in  their  own  hearts,  which,  together  with  the  good  dv^- 
portment  of  the  baptized  among  the  unbelievers,  not 
only  adorned  the  dottrine  of  God  our  Saviour,  but  alfj 
gave  great  v/eight  to  the  teltimony  of  the  teachers.  Nor 
is  it  to  be  efteemcd  a  fmall  matter,  that  the  gifts  o'i  fome 
of  the  natives  could  now  be  employed  in  familiar  feafon- 
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able  difcourfe  with  their  equals,  by  which  means  they 
could  be  prepared  by  degrees  to  become  labourers  amojno' 
their  own  nation. 

That  the  laft  upftiot  be  good,  is  the  principal  point. 
This  had  been  obferved  with  joy  in  thofe  few  who  had 
hitherto  departed  this  life ;  and  it  is  prefumed  that  no- 
body can  have  read  the  happy  exit  of  Samuri,  Noah  and 
Solomon  without  being  affe(3:ed  with  it.  Even  among 
the  unbaptized,  it  was  evident  in  the  laft  days  of  many, 
that  they  had  been  teachable  fcholars  of  grace,  and 
through  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  had  got  fo  much  im- 
preflion  of  the  merits  of  Jefus,  that  in  reliance  upon  it, 
they  could  launch  into  eternity,  if  not  with  a  perfe<5i  |oy- 
fulnefs,  yet  free  from  the  fear  of  death. 

§2. 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  the  moft  eflential  requifi^^ 
for  a  true  chriftiah  congregation  was  ftill  wanting  to  this 
hopeful  company  of  believing  Greenlanders,  viz.  the 
teftament  of  the  holy  body  and  blood  of  our  Lord.  Hi- 
therto the  brethren  had  fcruplcd  to  tell  the  Greenlanders 
of  this  great  and  inexpreflible  myftery,  or  make  them 
participants  thereof.  For  although  they  acknowledged 
the  grace,  to  the  praife  of  our  Saviour,  which  manifeft- 
ed  itfelf  in  an  undeniable  manner  on  all  the  baptized, 
and  more  particularly  on  fome ;  yet  the  frequent  vicifli- 
tudes  and  various  deviations  which  ftill  occurred  with 
feveral  of  them,  caufed  a  fecret  diffidence  to  arife,  whether 
they  were  really  converted,  and  lived,  with  the  humble 
compun<5tion  of  finners,  in  a  true  communion  with  our 
Saviour.  I  will  not  here  examine  whether  this  diffi- 
dence was  well  or  ill-grounded.  So  much  is  certain, 
that  they  did  not  look  upon  the  beft  and  moft  promifing 
of  their  baptized  as  fit  to  partake  of  this  higheft  of 
bleffings,  till  they  knew  them  to  be  really  poor  finners, 
fenfiblc  of  their  own  weaknefs  and  wretchednefs. 

The  profpedl  of  this  cleared  itfelf  up  from  time  to 
time,  particularly  the  laft  year.  But  firft  of  all  it  was 
needful,  that  that  depravity,  which  is  in  every  man, 
fhould  begin  as  it  were  to  ferment,  that  fo  each  indivi- 
dually might  be  brought  to  a  real  knowledge  of  himfelf, 
learn  wifdom  at  his  own  coft,  or  by  feeing  the  mifcar- 
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riages  of  others,  might  get  exercifed  fenfes,  through  ex~ 
perience,  and  attain  a  confident  attachment  to  Jefus, 
grounded  on  humility,  together  with  a  hearty  inclination 
for  fellowfhip  and  for  obedience.  That  this  came  to  pafs, 
appears  by  reading  the  account  of  laft  yearj  and  in  this 
year  there  are  delightful  traces  of  that  confequcnce  of 
godly  forrow,  the  fruits  of  true  amendment ;  and  withal, 
a  nearer  preparation  for  the  communion  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Jefus ;  to  which  the  three  firft  Gxeenlanders 
were  taken  (as  will  be  related  by-and-by)  towards  the 
end  of  this  year.  And  as  the  facred  wounded  body  of 
Jefus  exerted  its  power  mightily  on  their  fouls  and  mem- 
bers, the  brethren  were  encouraged  foon  to  admit  more 
to  the  participation  of  this  grace. 

Now  as  not  only  the  preaching  of  the  word  of  God,  but 
likewife  the  holy  facraments  according  to  the  inftitution 
of  Chrift,  are  elTential  to  a  congregation  of  the  faithful ; 
therefore  we  may  date  the  beginning  of  the  Greenland 
congregation  from  this  year,  Moft  certain  it  is,  that 
from  this  year,  that  unutterable  Charifma  of  a  true  con- 
gregation of  Jefus,  which  is  called  the  congregation-fpirit, 
appeared  in  an  amiable  manner,  even  the  walking  of  the 
Head  of  the  congregation  in  the  midft  of  the  candlefticks, 
**  fuch  breezes — on  which  no  ftranger  feizes, — perceiv'd 
**  alone  by  Jefu's  fpoufe,"  but  which  have  fuch  an  effect 
even  upon  the  unbelievers,  yea  often  on  minds  full  of 
bitternefs,  as  Paul  mentions  concerning  prophefying, 
1  Cor.  xiv.  that  the  fecrets  of  their  hearts  are  made  mani- 
feft ;  and  fo  falling  down  on  their  faces,  they  worfhip 
God,  and  (at  leaft  for  that  time,  though  often  agamft 
their  will)  muft  report  that  God  is  in  fuch  an  allembly  of 
a  truth. 

I  here  were  alfo  many  defedls  in  outward  congregation- 
order  and  regulations,  though  much  previous  preparation 
had  been  made  for  it.  The  baptized  and  catechumais 
were  become  more  willing  to  dwell  in  one  place  together, 
without  which  no  abiding  fruit  and  difcipline  could  ever 
be  expected.  They  v/ere  more  and  more  fenfible  of  the 
love  of  their  teachers  to  them  ;  fince,  notwitliitanding  their 
ovm  accumulated  outward  labour,  one  or  aiiother  vi'ouM 
always  devote  their  time  to  their  fervice,  to  go  to  fea^ 
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with  them,  or  vifit  them  frequentry,  in  order  to  care  for 
their  fouls  and  bodies  in  the  bell  manner  poffible :  And 
when  their  teachers  could  not  be  with  them,  they  attend- 
ed to  the  advice  of  their  band-keepers,  who  informed  the 
teachers  from  time  to  time  what  had  occurred.  But  when 
they  moved  into  their  winter-houfes,  and  were  to  regu- 
late themfelves  in  an  orderly  manner,  there  was  great 
want  of  room  every  where.  The  brethren  indeed  had 
enlarged  their  dwelling-place  three  years  ago,  but  yet  it 
became  foon  too  fmall  for  the  meetings  to  be  kept  in. 
On  this  account  they  were  now  for  fome  time  reduced  to 
the  neceflity  of  keeping  the  public  meetings  and  baptif- 
mal-tranfad:ions  in  the  open  air,  which,  when  the 
weather  would  not  admit,  obliged  them  either  to  poftponc 
the  meetings,  or  divide  and  keep  them  in  feveral  houfes, 
which  was  certainly  very  inconvenient  both  for  teacher 
and  hearer. 

This  defe6l  was  remedied  this  year,  by  building  a  fpa- 
cious  houfe  and  church.  Since  then,  a  very  different 
kind  of  life  has  been  obferved  among  the  people,  and 
matters  were  brought  from  time  to  time  into  a  beautiful 
edifying  order. 

An  obfervation  indeed  has  been  made,  that  fince  that 
time  the  very  ftrong  witnefs-impulfe  was  not  fo  difcover- 
able  among  the  Greenlanders  as  in  the  firfl  times ;  which 
I  myfelf,  at  the  beginning,  looked  upon  as  a  defeil,  till 
by  examining  and  ftridtly  weighing  all  circumflances  to- 
gether, I  found  that  this  was  no  longer  necefTary,  yea 
might  perhaps  have  had  hurtful  confequences.  It  was 
no  longer  needful  to  fet  up  fingle  witnefTes,  becaufe  the 
candleftick  itfelf,  I  mean  a  living  congregation,  a  city 
upon  a  hill,  was  exhibited,  which  gave  light  to  all  both 
far  and  near.  A  whole  cloud  of  witnefTes  muft  certainly 
yield  more  luftre,  than  fmall  feparate  candles,  which  fre- 
quently did  rather  glimmer  than  burn  clear  and  give  a 
good  light.  For  they  were  often  fuch  perfons  who  had 
not  yet  a  fufficient  foundation  in  their  own  hearts,  but 
yet  were  willingly  made  ufe  of,  becaufe  the  Mafler  of 
the  houfe  himfelf  owned  them  and  their  teflimony,  (o 
that  many  fouls  were  thereby  touched  and  excited  to  feek 
after  fomething  farther.     But  if  this  had  continued  in 
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that  track,  it  is  not  probable  that  thofe  whofe  minds  were 
the  moft  roufed  up,  would  have  attained  that  funda- 
mental knowledge  of  themfelves,  fo  long  wifhed  for, 
nor  that  hrm  root  in  the  merits  of  Jefus,  which  branches 
out  in  a  ftri6l  adherence  to  the  Lord,  a  continual  look- 
ing unto  Jefus,  and  that  defirable  converfe  with  the  Aian 
of  forrows,  which  conftitutes  the  life  of  faith  in  the  Son 
of  God,  yea  the  heaven  which  the  children  of  God  have 
upon  earth. 

Notwithftanding  this  defeft  of  the  witnefs-impulfe  (if 
it  is  to  be  called  a  defect)  it  muft  yet  be  confefled  to  the 
praife  of  grace,  that  the  Greenlanders,  by  their  very  walk 
and  converfation,  did  let  their  light  fhine  before  men, 
and  that  many  alfo,  v/hen  opportunity  offered,  gladly 
and  without  fear  proclaimed  the  virtues  of  him  who  had 
called  them,  and  invited  others  to  the  participation  of 
the  fame  happinefs.  How  much  this  tended  to  facilitate 
the  tcftimony  of  their  teachers,  and  what  good  fruit  it 
produced,  is  fufficiently  witncfled  by  the  copious  harveft 
in  the  following  years,  to  which  thofe  words  in  the  126th 
Pfalm  may  very  juftly  be  applied  :  "  He  that  goeth  forth 
and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  feed,  fhall  doubtlefs  come 
again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  fheaves  with  him." 

§5-  ^ 

As  I  have  been  more  prolix  than  I  intended,  I  will 
this  time  pafs  over  what  particulars  occurred  in  the  firft 
half  of  this  year  at  vifiting  the  heathen,  in  the  daily 
meetings  and  fuch-like  opportunities,  and  proceed  diredlly 
to  the  building  of  the  church,  and  the  fettling  of  the 
Greenland  congregation  which  followed. 

The  accounts  hitherto  fent  from  Greenland,  which 
had  caufed  great  joy  in  all  the  Bretlircn*s  congregations, 
and  the  complaints  of  the  miflionaries,  that  for  want  of 
room  it  was  impofTible  to  have  things  in  proper  order,  had 
inch  an  effect  at  the  fynod  held  at  Zeyfl  lafl  year,  that 
fome  wealthy  members  refolved  to  get  a  large  timber 
houfe  framed  in  Holland  according  to  the  diredtion  of  the 
miiTionary  John  Beck,  who  was  then  prefent,  and  to  fend 
it  thither  in  a  (hip  freighted  folely  with  it,  commanded 
by  captain  Gerriibn.  Some  brethren  offered  themfelves 
voluntarily  to  go  v/;th  it,  in  order  to  erecl  and  finiih  it 
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there,  and  the  old  venerable  Chrijiian  David  feized  this- 
opportunity  with  joy  to  go  alfo  in  the  quality  of  mafter- 
builder.  He  had  built  the  firft  hut  for  the  brethren  in 
Greenland,  and  the  firft  fchool-houfe  for  the  Green- 
landers,  and  fcarce  expe6led  when  he  then  came  out  of 
the  countr}',  that  the  latter  would  ever  be  inhabited,  and 
the  former  grow  tco  fmall.  But  behold,  he  was  now  to 
bring  them  a  church.  He  therefore  made  all  fpeed,  that 
he  might  have  that  fmgular  good  fortune  to  fee  this  work 
finifhed  in  God,  and  give  his  benediclion  to  it.  They 
had  a  good  voyage  till  Cape  Farewell,  but  in  Davis  s 
Straits  they  were  obliged  to  tack  about  for  near  four 
Aveeks  together,  occafioned  by  contrary  wind,  ftorms^ 
thick  foo;s  and  floating  ice ;  and  could  not  make  the  har- 
bour  till  the  i2th  of  June.  After  the  houfe  had  been 
unladen  and  the  fhip  fearched  and  cleared  by  the  Danifli 
failors  and  merchants,  Matthew  Stach  and  John  Schneider 
returned  in  her  to  Europe,  after  having  firfl  been  prefent 
at  laying  the  foundation-ftone  to  the  houfe  the  5th  of 
July,  and  having  left  their  blefTmg  to  the  building  with 
thofe  words,  *'  Lift  up  thy  pierc'd  hands,  O  deareft 
/Saviour, — o'er  this  place,  and  pour  out  all  that  favour, — 
which  in  thy  loving, — and  kind  heart  towards  it  is 
furely  moving."  The  building  was  carried  on  fo  expedi- 
tiouflv  for  a  month  together,  that  the  houfe  was  erected 
the  7th  of  Augufl.  Much  fnow  had  fallen  in  July,  and 
it  began  again  in  Auguft  :  They  were  often  hindered  by 
it  in  their  work,  yet  they  advanced  fo  far,  and  got  fo 
much  of  it  under  cover,  that  they  could  keep  the  holy 
communion  in  one  of  the  rooms  the  i6th  of  September. 
As  this  feafon  of  the  year  is  the  chief  time  for  the  fifherj', 
at  which  the  Grecnlanders  are  much  difperfcd,  the  two 
remaining  teachers  were  frequently  neceffitated  to  defift 
from  their  work  at  the  building,  to  vifit  their  Green- 
landers.  Thefe  latter  likewife  vifited  the  brethren  dili- 
gently at  the  building,  and  were  filled  with  great  joy  thai 
they  Ihould  now  have  a  Church.  The  rumour  of  fuch  a 
houfe,  as  had  never  been  fecn  in  Greenland  before,  in- 
ticed  many  of  the  favages  alio  to  come  to  fee  it,  who 
were  told  that  the  intention  of  it  was,  to  have  the 
gofpel  preached  in  it,  and  the  brethren  made  ufc  of  this 
opportunity  to  declare  the  jrofpel  to  them. 
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§6. 

During  this  time  our  Greenlanders,  as  alfo  fome 
families  lately  come  to  the  brethren,  built  their  winter- 
houfes,  and  moved  into  them  the  14th  and  15th  of 
O^lober.  The  i6th  of  that  month  the  new  church  was 
confecrated.  The  word  of  that  day  was  taken  out  of 
the  laft  Teftament  of  David,  (that  man  after  God's  own 
heart,  who  likewife  could  not  reft  till  he  had  found  a 
feat  for  the  ark  of  the  covenant  and  a  place  of  aflembly 
for  his  people) ;  viz.  i  Kings  ii.  4.  That  the  Lord  may 
continue  his  word,  which  he  jpake  cojuerning  7ne ;  with  the 
antiphon,  *'  Now  with  joy  I'm  looking, — Lord,  what 
thou  wilt  do, — till  thou  canft  thy  precious — oath  to  us 
fulfil, — that  we  fhall  entirely — yield  thee  pleafure  ftill". 
The  faying  of  our  Saviour  which  was  alfo  appointed  as 
the  fubjeiSt  of  meditation  in  the  brethren's  congregations 
for  that  day  was;  (John  xiv.  13.)  IVhatfoever  ye  Jhall 
afk  the  Father  in  my  name.,  that  will  I  do.  John  Beck, 
who  on  the  5th  of  April  this  year  had  received  prieft's 
orders  with  a  view  to  his  miffion,  preached  the  fermon 
at  the  confecration  of  the  church  or  hall  on  thefe  two 
texts,  and  among  other  things  reminded  his  auditory 
what  afpedl  matters  wore  here  in  the  beginning,  when 
the  moft  that  could  be  done  was  only  to  pray  behind  the 
.rocks  with  tears  to  the  Father,  in  the  name  of  his  Son, 
for  the  falvation  of  the  Greenlanders.  That  thofe  prayers 
were  heard,  v/as  beft  attefted  by  the  exiftence  of  the 
prefent  Greenland  congregation  ;  and  in  particular  thofe 
that  had  been  here  from  the  beginning,  muft  own  and  fet 
their  feal  to  it,  that  God  is  true.  He  had  done  more 
than  they  expected,  or  than  entered  into  their  thoughts  to 
pray  for.  By  the  afliftance  of  their  brethren  in  Europe 
he  had  now  given  them  this  houfe  and  church,  where 
under  the  proteilion  and  with  the  good  pleafure  of  their 
moft  gracious  fovereign,  Frederic  the  fifth  ^c.  they  could 
meet  together  for  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  for  the 
facrament  of  holy  baptifm  *,  and  for  the  future  enjoy- 
ment of  all  thofe  bleffings  which  were  ftill  treafured  up 

*  The  Lord's-fupprr  could  not  be  fpecified  here  ;  becaufe,  according 
to  tiie  ufage  of  the  Brethren's  church,  they  fhould  not  be  informed  about  it 
till  thev  CQ'jJd  tike  it  in.  and  t-njvy  it  with  a   dulv  prepared  heart. 
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for  them  in  the  heart  of  Jefus.  He  then  exhorted  them,, 
now  at  the  confecration  of  this  houfe,  to  devote  their 
foul  and  body  anew  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  to  pray 
him  that  he  would  fprinkle  and  fanc^ify  this  place  with 
his  blood,  that  the  divine  worfhip  therein  might  be  well- 
pleafing  to  him.  The  Greenland  brother  Jonathan  con- 
cluded this  meeting  with  a  hearty  prayer. 

In  the  fecond  meeting  in  the  afternoon  Fredric  Boehnifh. 
held  a  difcourfe,  in  which  he  fpoke  of  the  great  love 
which  God  bore  from  eternity  towards  men,  and  which 
he  manifefted  when  thefulnefs  of  time  was  come,  when 
he  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us 
all ;  out  of  whofe  wounds  flowed  the  new  fpirit  with  the 
blood  and  water,  of  which  fouls  now  become  partakers 
in  holy  baptifm.  This  grace  was  then  conferred  on 
three  Greenlanders,    Martin^    Hannah  and  Eleonora. 

The  third  meeting  was  a  love-feaft  for  the  members  of 
the  congregation,  which  was  kept  with  finging  and 
familiar  converfation,  during  which  the  Greenlanders 
tertified  their  joy  and  gratitude.  Such  a  fpirit  of  grace 
ruled  at  this  meeting,  and  fuch  a  feeling  of  love,  that  it 
was  as  if  the  Greenlanders  were  inebriated  with  inward 
joy,  and  they  were  fcarce  able  to  feparate  again. 

The  fourth  meeting  was  a  Greenlandifh  fmging-hour, 
which  was  attended  with  fpirit  and  grace;  in  which  at 
this  time  German  and  Danifh  verfes  were  likewife  fung, 
as  m.ofi:  of  the  failors  from  the  colony  were  prefent. 

Laftly,  all  the  baptized  came  together  for  proftration 
and  adoration.  The  whole  congregation  fell  on  their 
faces  before  the  Lamb  of  God,  during  the  fmging  of 
thofe  verfes ;  "  O'er  all,  blefl  Lord  ! — th'  eternal  Word  ! — ■ 
"  each  creature's  head — (fince  all  by  thee  were  made) — 
*'  God  !  who  the  world  fo  wide — doft  guide : — whomad'ft: 
*'  by  blood, — what  fpoil'd  was,  good  ! — our  holinefs — 
"  thou'rt.  Lord!  we  thee  embrace. — Sure  as  thou 
*■*■  liv'fl, — and  as  Lord  mov'fl — on  cherubim, — and  aw'lt 
*'  the  feraphim  ; — as  Jehovah's  thy  name, — and  Lamb : — • 
♦*  fo  fure's  thy  blood — the  chiefeft  good — of  finners 
**  poor, — till  death  (hall  be  no  more."  They  add, 
*'  We  thanked  him  aloud  in  a  prayer  in  the  Greenland 
'*  language,  accompanied  with  many  tears,  for  all  the 
"  grace  he  had  fhewn  us  hitherto,  particularly  for  this 
^    "■  **  temple. 
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*'  temple,  and  for  this  day  of  blefliiig,  on  which  he  had 
*'  granted  us  to  feel  his  gracious  prefence  in  fuch  a  very 
"='  fenfible  manner,  that  when  we  arofe  we  were  obliged 
*'  to  confcfs:  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place," 

"  In  the  night  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Thomas,  was 
*'  delivered  of  a  fon.  She  had  been  prefent  at  moft  of  the 
*'  meetings  in  the  day,  and  the  next  morning  ftie  and  her 
*'  hufband  came  to  our  houfe,  entreating  for  the  baptifm  of 
"  their  child,  which  was  performed  in  the  morning-meet- 
*'  ing^  Tlie  child  was  called  Simon.  She  herfelf  was 
**  prefent  at  the  meeting,  and  no  one  who  did  not  know 
*'  her,  could  have  perceived  that  fhe  was  the  mother. 
**  The  Greenlanders  were  ftill  overpowered  with  grace, 
**  joy  and  tbankfulnefs  from  yefterday." 

§7. 

The  number  of  the  Greenlanders ,  who  lived  in  fix 
large  houfes,  amounted  to  upwards  of  a  hundred  and 
eighty  perfons,  and  thofe  at  the  colony  to  more  than  a 
hundred,  fo  that  when  thefe  latter  came  to  our  Green- 
landers, there  was  commonly  about  three  hundred  fouls 
in  the  hall.  Oil.  20,  thofe  that  lived  with  us,  were 
divided  into  thirty  bands,  and  nine  men  appointed  to  pre- 
fide  at  the  interviews  of  fuch  little  companies  of  their  fex, 
and  fifteen  women  at  thofe  of  theirs.  They  all  rejoiced 
when  this  regulation  was  made  known  to  them  ;  the  new 
people  were  thankful  that  they  were  included,  and  it 
was  difcernible  that  frefh  grace  refted  upon  it. 

A  fm^in^-fchool  was  beaun  for  the  inftruclion  of  thofe 
who  had  any  genius  for  fmging.  And  as  two  of  thofe 
brethren  who  came  this  year  with  the  fhip  to  ailift  at 
building  the  houfe,  underftood  fomething  of  mufic,  they 
were  not  only  ferviceable  in  bringing  the  fmging  of  the 
Greenlanders  into  order,  but  fome  boys  who  had  inclina- 
tion and  capacity,  learned  to  play  fuch  tunes  by  the  ear 
as  they  had  learnt  by  rote,  by  which  means  the  fmging 
of  the  Greenland  congregation  was  rendered  more 
agreeable.  Two  brethren  alfo  were  nominated  from 
among  the  Greenland  helpers,  who  fhouldnowand  then 
keep  a  difcourfe  to  thofe  of  their  nation  j  at  which 
however  one  of  the  teachers  fhould  always  be  prefent. 
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Thefe  two  helpers,  together  with  a  married  woman, 
w«re  the  three  firft  Greenlanders  to  whom  our  Saviour 
granted  the  favour  to  enjoy  the  facrament  of  his  body 
and  blood  with  their  teachers.     When  they  were  told 
that  they  fhould  foon  be  admitted  to  this  grace,    and 
the   neceflary   conceptions   concerning    the   holy   com- 
munion were  given  them,  they  were  fo  filled  with  fliame 
and  joy  that  they  knew  not  what  to  fay,  but  that  they 
would  devote  themfelves  anew  with  body  and  foul  to 
our  Saviour,    and  await  with  childlike  hearts  to  expe- 
rience how  glorioufly  he  would  reveal  himfelf  to  them 
at  this  clojeji  fellowjhip    (fo  they  called  the  holy  com- 
munion) with  his  flefti  and  blood.     The  preceding  day 
they  were  blefled  and  confirmed  thereto  with  impofiti.on 
of  hands.     At  the  communion  they  were  overpowered 
with  awe,    and  the  tears  rolled  down  their  cheeks  in 
abundance.     They  faid  afterwards  :    It  was  as  if  their 
body  fliould  fink  into  the  duft,  and  their  fpirit  fly  up- 
wards, and  that  they  were  not  able  to  think  any  thing, 
but:    O,  how  is  it  poffible  that  our  Saviour  can  iov^e 
poor  men  fo  exceedipgly ! 


On  the  firft  Greenland  congregation  -  day  after  the 
confecration  of  the  chapel  (for  fuch  days  had  been  kept 
every  four  weeks  even  before)  the  candidates  for  baptifm 
and  reception  were  fpoken  with  ;  after  which  feveral 
letters  were  read  in  the  firft  meeting  from  fome  of  the 
labourers  in  Europe,  partly  to  individual  Greenlanders, 
and  partly  to  the  whole  flock,  as  alfo  from  the  children 
in  the  nurferies  of  the  Unity  to  the  children  here, 
and  after  reading  each  letter  a  couple  of  verfes  were 
fung,  the  laft  of  which  was,  "  Thy  blood,  thy  blood 
the  deed  has  wroughtj — that  won  us  to  thee,  Saviour," 
&c. 

In  the  fecond  meeting  a  homily  was  kept  on  the 
word  of  the  day.  Is  there  yet  any  that  is  kfi^  that  I  may 
Jhew  hi?n  k'lndnejs?  2  Sam.  ix.  i.  Whereupon  five 
perfons  were  baptized,  one  of  whom  was  from  the 
colony,  and  was  baptized  by  the  Danifh  miffionary  himfelf. 

In  the  third  meeting,  an  anointed  difcourfe  was  de- 
livered concerning  reception,    in  which  the  nature  of 
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this  act  was  explained,  and  what  benefit  fouls  might 
expeft  to  derive  from  fuch  a  connexion  both  with  the 
Shepherd  himlelf  and  with  the  flock ;  after  which  eight 
catechumens  were  received  with  the  kifs  of  peace  as  the 
neareft  candidates  for  baptifm,  during  the  fmging  of  this 
vcrfe :  "  How  is  my  heart  with  rapture  mov'd, — that  I  have 
hopes,  he  my  Belov'd — will  make  me  his  heart's  comfort ; 
—that  I  to  him,  my  Jefus  dear, — my  Bridegroom  won- 
derfully fair, — fhall  prove  a  faithful  confort. — O,  I — 
have  joy, — that  abiding — and  refiding — in  my  Lover, — 
I'm  his  body's  living  member." 

To  the  fourth  meeting  the  baptized  came  alone  for- 
proftration.  We  thanked  the  Lamb  with  tears  for  this 
day  of  blelTing,  and  laid  all  Chriftendom,  our  dear 
magiftrates,  all  our  friends,  and  our  brethren  and  fifters, . 
particularly  thofe  among  the  heathen,  on  the  heart  of> 
our  faithful  High-Prieft  ;  and  after  fmging  the  verfe : 
**  Sure  as  Thou  liv'ft,"  is'c.  we  feparated,  and  went 
chearful  and  thankful  to  reft. 

§9. 

The  congregation  was  increafed  this  year  with  fifty-; 
two  perfons,  who  were  added  by  holy  baptifm  ;  and 
at  the  clofe  of  the  year  it  confifted  in  all  of  a  hundred 
thirty-four  baptized,  including  eight  who  departed  to 
the  church  above  fmce  1741.  One  of  thefe,  viz.  the 
late  Noah,  when  on  his  death -bed  in  the  year  1743, 
prayed  heartily  for  the  converfion  of  his  brother.  This  his 
brother  afterwards  came  here,  remained  with  the  brethren, 
and  was  baptized  this  year.  But  his  fifter  came  a  year 
before  him.  On  the  other  hand,  Rofma,  Noah's 
widow,  had  been  moftly  with  her  mother  among  the 
favages  fmce  his  departure,  and  by  degrees  loll  tiie  life 
flie  once  had  in  her  heart.  She  came  indeed  feveral  times. 
but  went  away  again,  and  not  being  willing  to  renounce 
her  connexions  with  the  favages  for  the  fike  of  a  better, 
livelihood,  v/as  at  laft  prevailed  upon  by  them  to  quit 
this  diftri61:  this  fpring  and  move  with  them  to  the  fouth. 
Her  daughter  Elizabeth,  a  child  of  five  years,  whom 
(he  had  left  with  the  miflionary  to  be  educated  by  him., 
was  foon  after  ftolen  away  in  his  abfence  by  fome  of  the 
mother's  relations,  which  was  the  more  painful,  as  the 
G  4  child 
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child  was  not  only  baptized,  but  was  the  moft  agreeable 
of  all  the  Greenland  children,  who  at  catechifations 
often  aftonifhed  both  teacher  and  hearers  with  its  fen- 
fible  and  heart-afFeiling  anfwers. 

Only  one  pair  were  joined  together  in  marriage. 
Three  of  the  baptized  departed  into  eternity,  one  of 
whom  was  the  little  fon  of  the  late  Samuel,  which  was 
baptized  on  its  death-bed  the  day  before  its  departure. 

§  10. 
I  will  conclude  this  glorious  year  (for  "  As  long  as 
Jefus  Lord  remains, — each  day  new  rifing  glory  gains") 
with  the  celebration  of  Chriftmas  and  the  new-}'ear*s 
vigils ;  concerning  which  it  is  noted  :  "  On  Dec.  24, 
*'  after  a  difcjurfe  had  been  held  in  the  evening  con- 
*'  cerning  the  birth  of  Chrift,  we  fung  alfo  of  this  fub- 
**  je6t  v/ith  old  and  new,  German  and  Greenland 
**  Chriftmas-verfes,  and  then  with  the  baptized  adored 
"  the  child  Jefus,  which  was  attended  with  a  fweet 
*'  breathing  of  the  Spirit.  They  were  fo  filled  with  joy, 
*'  that  many  of  them  ftaid  up  and  fung  Chriftmas 
*'  hymns  in  their  houfes  the  whole  night.  Wc  there- 
"  fore  called  them  again  together  into  the  hall  by  the 
*'  found  of  trumpets,  at  half  hour  pail  three  in  the 
*'  morning  of  the  25th.  Somewhat  was  difcourfed 
"  concerning  the  great  humiliation  of  our  Creator ; 
'*  and  at  the  clofe,  fome  prcfents  were  delivered  to  them 
"  that  had  been  fent  by  fome  of  the  children  in  Gcr- 
"  many,  confifting  of  knives,  needles,  &c.  which  they 
*'  received  with  thanks  and  joy,  as  a  proof  of  their 
**  being  loved  and  remembered  in  Europe.  We  then  went 
"  with  moft  of  the  adults  to  the  colony,  and  awoke  the 
*'  inhabitants  there  with  mufic  and  fmging,  and  then 
*'  held  a  Chriftmas  fmging-hour  together  in  the  room 
**  made  ufe  of  for  their  church.  When  we  returned 
"  home,  they  all  followed  us.  In  our  ab fence,  thofe 
*'^  that  remained  at  home  had  illuminated  the  church 
**  and  all  the  windows  with  burning  mufcle-fhells 
'*  inftcad  of  candles,  in  a  fimple  but  very  pretty  manner. 
**  Then  the  Chriftmas  fermon  was  preached  on  the 
**  words;  Behold,  1  hrhtg  you  good  tidivgs  of  great  jo\\  &c. 
**  On  the  fecor.d  holiday,  we,  together  with  as  many 
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•*  Greenlanders  as  the  place  would  contain,  attended 
*'  divine  fervice  and  a  baptifm  at  the  colony.  We 
"  Europeans  made  ufe  of  the  third  holiday  for  our  own 
*'  benefit.  The  28th  being  Innocents-day,  we  kept  a 
*'  love-feaft  with  the  children,  then  fpoke  with  each  of 
*'  them  feparately,  and  found  them  in  a  difpofition  of 
"  heart  which  gave  us  good  hopes  of  them. 

"  The  31ft  of  Dec.  after  having  read  the  diary  of 
*'  this  year  with  inward  thankfulnefs  for  all  the  mercies 
*'  fhewn  to  us  atid  our  flock,  we  begun  the  Greenland 
*'  vigil  with  a  homily  on  the  laft  text  of  this  year,  / 
"  determined  not  to  knoiu  any  thing  among  you,  fave  fefus 
*'  Chrift,  and  him  crucified.  They  were  then  put  in  mind 
'*  of  what  our  Saviour  had  done  among  them  hitherto, 
*'  and  particularly  in  this  year.  We  had  no  occafion  to 
**  exhort  them  to  thankfulnefs,  of  which  their  broken 
*'  looks  and  tears  fu.^ciently  teftified.  We  then  had 
*'  a  love-feaft,  which  we  kept  with  dried  capelins.  We 
*'  read  the  names  of  the  baptized,  beginning  with  thofe 
*'  in  1747,  and  fo  backwards  in  the  order  they  had  been 
*'  baptized  till  the  year  17395  and  fung  fome  benedic-* 
*'  tory  verfes  for  each  clafs.  When  we  made  mention 
"  of  thofe  who  were  baptized  the  firft,  and  called  to 
*'  mind  the  powerful  grace  that  was  obferved  v/hen 
*'  Samuel,  who  was  the  firft-fruits,  was  awakened,  a 
*'  holy  awe  came  over  the  whole  aflembly,  fo  that  we 
*'  all  fell  down  and  thanked  the  Lamb  of  God  with 
*'  thoufand  tears  for  all  that  he  had  done  on  us  and  our 
"  Greenlanders.  At  two  in  the  morning  we  feparated  ; 
*'  We  rnuft  confefs  that  though  we  have  had  many  dif- 
*'  tinguifhed  days  of  blefBng,  yet  we  never  before  faw 
*'  fuch  an  emotion,  accompanied  with  fuch  floods  of 
*'  tears,  as  was  obferved  at  this  time  amongft  this  fmall 
*'  congregatiqn,  which  he  hath  colledled  together  for 
"  himfelfoutof  the  ftupid  and  infenfible  favages  near 
*'  the  north-pole,  and  which  he  hath  bedewed  with  his 
*'  fweat  and  blood. 

"  Unto  the  Lamb  which  was  flain,  and  hath  redeem- 
**  ed  us  to  God  by  his  blood  out  of  every  kindred  and 
**  tongue  and  people  and  nation,  be  blefling  and  honour 
**  and  glory  and  power  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen  !" 

The 
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The  sixteenth  Year  1748. 

§  I- 

TH  E  more  the  Greenland  cCngrfegatidh  impmved» 
the  worfe  it  grew  among  the  favages,  at  Ipaft  the 
difference  was  more  confpicuous.  The  brethren  often 
went  to  them,  but  found  no  ears  to  hear;  and  to  fome 
they  could  not  find  in  their  heart  to  fpeak  at  all.  It  is 
fflid  of  a  certain  vifit,  "  It  was  as  if  my  heart  was  locked 
*'  up,  and  I  could  have  wept  on  account  of  the  horrible 
*'  power  of  darknefs  dominant  over  the  favages  this 
**  winter,  whereby  many  fouls  are  carried  away  who  had 
*'  once  been  laid  hold  of  by  grace.  A  couple  of  children, 
*'  who  had  lived  for  fome  time  among  us,  and  had 
■^^  been  fetched  away  again  by  their  father,  were  very 
*'  fliy,  and  upon  being  afked  the  reafon,  anfwered  with 
*'  tears,  that  they  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  return  to 
**  the  heathenifli  vanities.  One  man  declared,  that  he 
**  had  often  a  drawing  to  be  converted  and  to  be  a  believer 
**  in  Jefus,  but  the  love  to  the  finful  cuftoms  of  the 
*'  heathen  always  got  the  fway  again.  So  long  as  we 
**  were  with  them,  they  defifted  from  thefe  things,  in 
*'  order  not  to  grieve  us ;  but  were  fo  much  the  worfe 
"*  when  we  were  gone  again.  Another  perfon  faid ; 
*'  What  fhc  heard  of  our  Saviour  was  a  refrefrunent  to 
'•^  her,  only  fhe  was  not  able  to  retain  it,  her  heart 
*'  being  like  a  bag  full  of  holes,  which  lets  every  thing 
*'  run  through.  Every  morning  and  evening  we  kept  a 
*'  meeting  in  the  houfe  where  we  lodged,  to  which 
*'  every  one  had  leave  to  come  who  had  an  inclination, 
*'  But  not  many  attended  thefe  meetings.  Oh  how  are 
"  we  bowed  down  on  account  of  the  grace  our  Saviour 
*'  has  imparted  to  our  Greenlanders :  Defe6live  as  fome 
*'  of  them  ftill  are,  yet  the  difference  betwixt  them  and 
*'  the  favages  is  unfpeakably  great." 

Thus  It  was  with  the  heathens  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year.      As  long   as   they    had    plenty,    and   could  live 
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according  to  their  appetite,  it  very  feldom  happened  that 
any  of  them  came  on  a  vifit.  But  in  fpring,  when 
through  a  long  continuance  of  unfavourable  weather  they 
could  catch  but  little  at  Tea,  they  were  driven  by  want  to 
apply  to  their  believing  country-men,  which  furnifhed 
the  miflionaries  with  opportunity  to  recommend  to  them 
the  riches  of  the  love  and  patience  of  their  Creator  and 
Redeemer,  neither  was  it  heard  by  them  without  an  im- 
preflion.  Many,  who  themfelves  had  not  yet  an  intire 
mind  to  renounce  their  wicked  habits,  fufFered  their 
children  to  go  to  the  congregation,  or  brought  them 
thither  themfelves,  in  order,  as  they  faid,  to  hear  fome- 
thing  good ;  and  when  they  came  to  fetch  them  back 
again,  fome  were  prevailed  upon  by  their  tears  to  let 
them  remain  there,  yea  fome  even  to  ftay  there  them- 
felves, fo  that  often  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  were  turned 
to  the  children,  and  thereby  afterward  gained  for  the 
I/ord.  Sometimes  a  voice  within,  *'  Make  hajie  and 
refcue  thy  foul"  would  impel  a  young  mind,  to  forfake 
father  and  mother  and  brothers  and  fifters,  and  to  follow 
Jefus.  If  the  father  came,  and  neither  by  promifes  nor 
threatnings  could  prevail  upon  his  child  to  go  back  again 
with  him  among  the  favages,  the  brethren  left  each  party 
at  their  full  libert)' ;  they  perfwaded  no  one  to  ftay,  yet 
neither  did  they  fufFer  any  one  to  be  carried  away  by 
force,  who  had  a  defire  to  live  with  the  Greenland 
congregation  from  a  fmcere  intention  to  be  con^ 
verted. 

§3. 

In  the  beginning  of  fpring  when  the  Greenlanders 
failed  to  the  iflands,  the  miflionaries,  by  occafion  of 
vifiting  their  own  people,  got  frefli  opportunit)'  to  fpeak 
to  the  hearts  of  the  heathens ;  and  our  Greenlanders, 
v/ho  had  meetings  among  themfelves  for  edification  in 
the  abfenee  of  their  teachers,  often  brought  us  joyful 
accounts  that  fome  ftrangers  attended  them,  and  expreffed 
a  purpofe  to  live  with  them  the  next  winter. 

Thefe  journeys  to  and  from  the  heathen  were,  this 
year  in  particular,  attended  with  great  hazard  of  life. 
In  May  the  long-continued  fouth-wind  drove  large 
Quantities  of  floating  ice  towards  land,    and  at  length 
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into  all  the  bays,  which  remained  for  a  whole  month, 
though  the  weather  was  afterwards  fine  and  mild.  Our 
brethren,  on  their  return  from  Kookcernen,  were  fo 
hemmed  in  by  two  great  pieces  of  ice  near  their  own  houfe, 
that  their  deliverance  is  to  be  afcribed  folely  to  the  mira- 
culous hand  of  God.  They  were  obliged  to  tack  about  in 
the  ice  and  tide  for  twelve  hours  together,  before  they 
could  make  land.  A  few  days  after,  feventeen  boats 
befides  feveral  kaiaks  ventured  to  go  on  the  herring- 
fiflicry,  and  Frederic  Boehnifh  went  with  them.  For  the 
firft  four  leagues  they  were  in  danger,  but  then  had  au 
open  fea,  but  which  in  a  fhort  time  grew  full  of  ice. 
The  miffionary  going  out  once  with  fome  Greenlanders, 
the  wom.en's-boat  was  cruftied  in.  They  jumped  out 
haftily  on  a  round  piece  of  ice,  which  turned  about  under 
their  feet,  but  they  were  all  fo  fortunate  as  to  get  upon 
another  large  piece  of  ice  which  lay  near  it,  from  whence 
it  was  practicable  to  fetch  them  in  a  fliort  time.  To- 
wards Whitfuntide  a  wind  made  fo  much  opening,  that 
the  miflionary  ventured  to  work  his  way  through  with 
fome  boats,  which  he  eftedled  with  much  toil.  But  the 
greateft  part  of  the  boats  were  difperfed,  and  did  not 
come  home  till  Whitfun-Monday,  yet  none  of  them 
damaged.  Some  merchants  who  were  out  about  their 
blubber  trade,  were  detained  fix  weeks  in  great  danger 
of  life  and  want  of  provifions,  and  a  couple  of  poft- 
kaiaks  from  the  fouth-colony,  related  that  all  was 
inclofed  with  ice  for  120  leagues  fouthwards. 

§4. 

Befides  this,  there  were  many  occafions  for  praifing 
the  hand  of  the  faithful  Watchman,  which  was  held 
over  the  poor  Greenlanders.  An  old  baptized  man  was 
purfued  by  fome  murderers,  it  having  been  reported  that 
his  brother  had  once  killed  a  child  by  exercifing  forcery 
upon  it.  But  he  made  his  efcape  from  them,  and  was 
brought  by  the  other  baptized  to  his  teachers  in 
fafety.  7^he  laft  winter  many  were  overtaken  with  a 
fquall,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  work  their  way 
through  v/ith  their  kaiaks  more  under  the  waves  than 
above,  and  were  neccfTitated  to  cover  themfclves  with 
the  fnow  in  an  exceeding  cold  night  on  an  uninhabited 
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ifland,  whereby  the  moft  of  them  were  much  froft-bitten 
in  their  face  and  hands.  In  March  another  was  feparated 
from  his  companions  by  the  floating  ice,  and  did  not  get 
home  till  the  fixth  day  after.  Not  being  able  to  make 
way  backwards  nor  forwards,  he  had  crept  upon  the  ice, 
but  this  broke ;  however  he  rowed  betwixt  it,  and  at  laft 
with  great  toil  came  to  an  ifland,  where  he  was  obliged 
to  rema'ui  three  days  and  nights  in  the  fevereft  cold. 
Soon  after  they  had  moved  into  their  winter-houfes, 
which  were  raifed  with  fl:one  and  earth,  they  were  fo 
foaked  through  with  ftorm  and  rain,  that  moft  of  the 
roofs  fell  in,  and  hurt  many  people,  but  they  were  all 
cured  again. 

They  had  but  a  midling  harveft  in  catching  feals,  but 
in  December  fome  of  them  v>n  their  return  from  a  vifit  in 
Kangek  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a  dead  fper- 
ma-ceti-whale.  Some  of  the  kaiaks  ftaid  with  it,  while 
the  others  hurried  home  to  fetch  more  afliiftance.  The 
former  were  difperfed  in  a  ftorm,  but  the  third  day  were 
found  again  fafe  and  well,  and  were  helped  to  bring  the 
whale  on  land.  This  fl(h  was  nine  fathom  long,  tlfe 
head  alone  three,  and  two  high.  Near  three  hundred 
people  from  hence  and  the  colony  were  employed  three 
days  in  feparating  the  blubber  and  the  flefh,  the  latter 
of  which  the  Greenl^ders  are  fond  of  eating,  and  they 
thanked  God  for  his  gifts, 

§.  5- 
Before  this  they  had  taken  to  their  winter-quarters,  and 
had  brought  feveral  new  families  with  them  from  dif- 
ferent places,  fo  that  in  October  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants amounted  to  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
perfons,  and  confcquently  the  increafe  was  more  than 
fifty.  To  thefe  came  feveral  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  who  had  been  ftirred  up  at  the  time  of  the  awaken- 
ing in  Kangek  eight  years  ago,  and  had  been  roving 
about  in  the  fouth  and  north  ever  fmce.  By  this  it  was 
evident,  that  wherever  the  power  of  the  word  concern- 
ing the  death  and  fufFerings  of  Jefus  faftens  once  rightly 
in  the  heart,  even  in  the  moft  favage  country,  it  does 
not  ceafe  to  operate,  till  it  has  produced  the  defircd 
fruit. 

With 
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With  thefe  dear  people  they  renewed  the  daily  public 
and  private  meetings  for  edification,  of  which  mention 
has  already  been  made ;  and  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord  at- 
tended them  evidently  and  richly.  In  particular  the  rea- 
ding a  portion  out  of  one  of  the  evangelifts,  or  the  epif- 
tlesofPaul,  of  which  feveral  had  been  tranflated,  was 
one  of  the  beft  opportunities,  not  only  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  the  Greenlanders,  but  alfo  to  learn  how  grace 
operated  on  the  hearts  of  baptized  and  unbaptized,  as 
fome  of  them  generally  came  to  us  afterwards  and  related 
what  part  in  particular  was  applicable  to  their  fituation  ; 
or  defired  the  matter  might  be  yet  better  explained  to 
them.  Thus  the  teachers  alfo,  docendo  dtfcentes,  learned 
to  know  better  which  truths  they  had  particularly  to  en- 
force at  that  time,  and  how  to  make  them  intelligible  to 
the  capacity  of  each. 

I  cannot  always  infert  the  expreflions  of  their  joy  on 
various  occalions  at  the  proficiency  of  their  flock,  as  I 
fhould  thereby  be  too  prolix.  They  once  fay :  "  We 
*'  have  at  prefent  an  exceeding  blefled  time  in  Green- 
*'  land ;  fuch  a  feafon  we  could  form  no  conception  of 
*'  fome  years  ago.  The  Lord  hath  done  more  for  us 
*'  than  we  knew  how  to  pray  for.  Our  heart  often 
**  diflblves  within  us  on  account  ■  of  the  ftream  of  life 
*'  which  is  poured  forth  upon  tllis  people,  and  which 
*'  breaks  through  all  oppofition.  We  are  frequently 
*'  filled  with  fliame,  and  are  aftoniflied  when  we  behold 
"  a  people  who  were  lately  fo  favage,  ftupid  and  in- 
"  fenfible,  now  fo  fenfibly  affedled  at  {peaking  or  fing- 
*'  ing  of  the  fufFerings  of  Jefus,  that  tears  of  love  and 
"  joy  roll  in  ftreams  down  their  cheeks ;  and  that  a 
*'  people,  who  ufually  never  fettle  long  in  one  place, 
*"  are  now  collected  together  into  a  congregation,  and 
*'  when  they  go  to  fea,  remain  ft  ill  as  near  as  poffible 
•'  to  our  place,  and  if  they  chance  to  be  from  4  to  6 
*'  leagues  off,  come  however  almoft  all  to  their  meet- 
*'  ings  on  Sunday,  and  like  children  defire  to  be  {e<i 
**  with  the  blefled  do£lrine  of  the  wounds  of  Jefus. 
«t  When  the  joyful  meflage  is  carried  to  one  of  them 
**  that  he  is  to  be  received  or  baptized,  he  has  fcarce 
"  patience  to  wait  the  happy  hour,  and  it  is  difcernible 
**  in  his  countenance,  which  formerly  was  favage,  dark 

"  and 
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**  and  hideous,  but  now  clear,  agreeable  and  lamblike, 
*'  that  inwardly  a  greater  change  muft  have  been 
*'  wrought,  than  can  be  conceived  by  us/* 

By  occafion  of  a  confirmation  to  the  holy  communion 
on  Maundy-Thurfday,  it  is  faid  :  *'  Our  people  are  not 
*'  able  fufficiently  to  exprefs,  nor  we  to  defcribe,  how 
*'  we  and  they  felt  at  this  tranfacHon.  We  fell  down 
*'  with  them  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  and  fhed  tears  of  love 
*'  on  account  of  his  unfpeakable  love  towards  fuch  poor 
**  finners.  We  now  richly  reap  the  cfFecfls  of  the  re- 
'*  membrance  of  the  congregation,  which  no  doubt 
**  prays  to  the  Lord  daily,  and  more  particularly  at  fuch 
*'  feftival  feafons,  for  us  and  our  people;  and  we  be- 
"  lieve,  yea  we  feel,  that  the  invifible  Head  of  the  church 
*'  hath  this  year  formed  us  alfo  into  a  congregation,  and 
*'  anointed  us  with  his  Spirit,  fmce  our  new  hall  was 
"  confecrated,  and  that  favour  was  fhewn  us  by  the 
"  Lord,  that  the  firft-fruits  of  this  nation  became  fel- 
*'  low-participants  with  us  of  the  holy  tormented  body 
"  in  the  holy  communion." 

§6. 

The  number  of  thofe  that  were  baptized  and  admitted 
to  the  holy  communion  this  year,  I  will  give  in  their 
©wn  words.  "  In  the  New-year's  vigil  was  firft  a  dif- 
*'  courfe  on  the  to-day's  word  of  our  Saviour,  /  am  zvtth 
"  you  alway  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  in  which  the 
**  congregation  was  reminded  how  near  our  Saviour 
"  had  been  to  us  in  this  year,  and  how  fenfibly  he  had 
'*  walked  amidft  us  at  all  our  meetings  j  that  it  was  as 
**  if  we  had  (ttn  him,  and  could  hear  his  faithful  Shep- 
**  herd's-voice,  notwithftanding  our  bodily  eyes  are  not 
*'  in  a  capacity  to  bear  the  luftre  of  his  wounds,  but  he 
*'  knows  how  to  fpeak  as  blefledly  to  our  hearts  in  ano- 
*'  ther  manner,  fo  that  we  can  referve  the  bodily  feeing 
"  and  hearing  for  the  world  to  come. 

"  As  an  ocular  demonftration  that  he  has  owned  our 
*'  teftimony,  at  the  clofe  of  this  difcourfe  thirtyjfive 
*'  perfons  v/ere  mentioned,  who  have  been  baptized  in 
*'  this  year,  and  can  declare  from  experience  that  he 
*'  hath  granted  them  to  feel  the  power  of  his  blood. 
'*  Befides  thefe,  thirteen  catschumens  were  received  a- 

mong 
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**  mong  the  candidates  for  baptifm.  Three  couple  who 
*^  have  been  married  in  this  year,  have  alfo  been  able  to 
**  teftify,  that  he  hath  approved  himfelf  to  them  in  this 
*'  change,  as  the  Saviour  of  his  body.  The  moft  amia- 
*'  ble  fight  was  nineteen  communicants,  fifteen  of  whom 
*'  attained  this  great  grace  in  this  year,  and  in  whofe 
**  eyes  it  was  legible,  that  they  had  tafted  in  the  fandtu- 
*'  ary  to-day,  how  gracious  the  Lord  is.  Each  of  the 
**  above-mentioned  clafles  flood  up  when  their  names 
*'  were  read,  were  briefly  exhorted  to  faithful nefs,  and 
**  blefled  with  a  verfe  fuitable  to  their  degree  and  cir- 
**  cumftances.  This  gave  a  renewed  impreflion  to  all 
**  prefent.  At  midnight  we  fell  proftrate  at  the  Lamb's 
**  feet,  thanked  the  holy  Trinity  for  the  prefervation, 
*'  grace,  tuition  and  mercy  which  we  had  enjoyed  in 
*'  the  paft  year,  recommended  ourfelves  and  all  our  bre- 
**  thren  and  fifters  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  particularly 
*'  thofe  among  the  heathen,  to  our  Lord's  farther  fuper- 
*'  intendence  and  the  near  influence  of  his  wounds,  and 
*'  then  about  three  in  the  morning  went  chearfully  to 
«  reft." 

.         §7- 
Among  thofe  baptized  were  feven  children  of  believing 

parents,  as  alfo  a  virgin,  to  whom  a  particular  circum- 
ftance  happened  fome  weeks  before  her  baptifm.  She 
went  with  the  man  of  the  houfe  to  Kangek,  where  a  fa- 
vage  took  her  away  by  force,  with  intention  to  compel 
her  to  marry  him  according  to  the  eufliom  of  the  Green- 
landers.  Her  hoft  was  not  able  to  retake  her  from  him, 
ihere  being  many  of  the  heathens  there,  who  boafl:ed 
that  they  were  not  afraid  of  any  European,  and  would  a€i 
with  the  baptized  Greenland  women  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country.  He  was  therefore  neceffitated  to 
leave  her  with  them,  which  he  did  with  a  heart  full  of 
grief,  and  it  was  three  days  before  he  was  able  to  acquaint 
his  teachers  therewith.  They  hafted  away  immediately 
to  the  afliftance  of  the  diftreflcd  pcrfon,  and  arrived  at 
the  place  the  fame  night.  One  of  them  ran  diredlly  into 
the  houfe  where  fhe  was  confined,  and  faid  to  her :  "  How 
*'  comeft  thou  to  be  here  ?  Jnfw.  That  man  keeps  me  by 
*'  force. — Art  thou  inclined  to  have  this  man  ?  No,  but 
*'  he  dragged  me  hither  by  the  hair  of  my  head. — Then 

**  take 
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'*  take  thy  things  and  follow  us,  for  we  are  come  to 
*'  fetch  thee."  Juft  then  a  perfon  came  into  the  houfe 
with  a  gun.  The  perplexed  favages  faid  to  her;  Make 
hafte  and  get  thee  gone,  left  we  fhould  be  all  ihot. 
They  were  aflured,  no  hurt  fhould  be  done  to  them,  but 
charged  never  more  to  attempt  to  lay  hands  on  our 
people,  as  we  fhould  certainly  find  them  out,  though 
they  fhould  carry  them  ever  fo  far.  They  were  quiet, 
and  only  defired  that  we  would  foon  go  away.  Thus 
this  perfon  was  brought  into  fafety  that  fame  night,  after 
having  neither  eaten  nor  flept  for  two  days  and  nights 
together;  but  other  wife  fhe  had  incurred  no  damage, 
excepting,  as  cuftomary  in  fuch  cafes,  the  being  beaten 
by  the  old  women  to  compel  her  to  yield  her  confent. 

Eight  of  the  baptized  were  delivered  to  the  church  above 
I  will  mention  what  is  mofl  remarkable  of  fomeof  them. 

I.)  The  firfl  was  Eve,  a  dear  old  mother.  When 
fhe  was  afked  in  her  tedious  ficknefs,  how  fhe  did  ?  Her 
anfwer  was  ;  "  Here  I  lie,  and  my  inward  part  converfes 
with  my  bleeding  Lamb,  and  I  long  ardently  foon  to 
kifs  his  wounds."  When  it  was  thought  fhe  had  loft  her 
fpeech,  it  was  difcernible  in  her  countenance,  that  in- 
flead  of  common  death-pangs,  fhe  v.as  occupied  in  hap- 
py meditations  ;  and  at  once  fhe  pointed  wii:h  her  hands 
upwards,  as  if  fhe  would  gralp  at  fomething,  and  im- 
mediately begun  to  fpeak  again,  and  faid  :  *'  Ah,  what  a 
clear  light !  See  the  Lamb  !  How  bright  his  wounds 
fliine  !  Now  I  go  !'"'  and  foon  after  fhe  extinguifhed  like 
a  candle. 

2.)  Manoah,  a  married  man,  being  overturned  near 
Raven-Ifland,  was  indeed  refcued,  yet  got  a  diforder  in 
his  breafl  by  the  great  quantity  of  fea-water  which  he 
then  fwallowed,  v/hich  occafioned  his  going  happily  out 
of  this  world  fome  months  after. 

3.)  Laban,  a  married  man,  foon  followed  him.  He 
was  an  acquifition  of  our  Saviour,  laid  hold  of  by  the 
teftimony  of  the  late  Samuel  in  the  year  1741}  and  was 
baptized  1744. 

4.)  Hannah,  an  old  widow.  Her  departure  was  no 
lefs  edifying  than  her  exemplary  walk  had  been  both  to 
believers  and  unbelievers. 

Vol.  n.  H  5.) 
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5.)  EJias,  a  married  man,  on  his  laft  evenino;  was  in 
a  particular  manner  filled  with  joy  over  the  holy  fide  oF 
^efiis,  about  which  he  i\mg  till  his  breath  ceafed.  His 
departure  made  a  peculiar  impreflion  upon  all  that  were 
in  the  houfe.  His  Ticknefs  was  a  pleurify,  of  which  others 
lalfo  lay  fick. 

■  6.)  Abigail,  a  married  woman,  at  her  earneft  requeft, 
^vas  baptized  the  day  before  her  departure,  and  went  as  a 
new-wafhed  foul  into  a  happy  eternity. 

§  9-, 

Thefe  were  bleiftd  and  certain  fruits  of  the  brethren's 
fpiritual  labour.  Nor  was  there  any  lack  of  manual 
labour,  in  order  to  procure  neceflary  provifions,  turf  and 
wood  for  fire,  in  which  they  were  this  time  very  fuccefs- 
ful.  For  at  a  time  when  it  was  often  imprafticable  to  go 
to  fea  on  account  of  the  ice,  the  floating  ice  brought 
them  fo  much  wood  before  their  door,  that  they  had  a 
fufficiency  even  to  build  a  wing  to  their  houfe,  as  alfo  a 
fchool-room.  And  at  one  draught  with  the  net,  they 
once  caught  upwards  of  500  falmon. 

Every  one  was  doubtful  whether  it  was  poflible  for  a 
{hip  to  arrive  at  this  time,  as  no  one  had  ever  before  feen 
fuch  quantities  and  long  continuance  of  ice  :  But  in  the 
beginning  of  June  the  pafTage  was  fo  far  opened  by  a 
ftrong  north-wind,  that  two  fhips  found  it  praiSlicable  to 
run  in  at  this  colony.  Chriftian  David,  and  Thomas 
the  joiner,  returned  in  one  of  thefe  (hips  to  Europe, 
after  having  built  the  church  laft  year,  and  in  this  year 
fo  far  finiihed  the  reft  of  the  dwellings,  that  the  brethren 
could  move  into  them  the  2d  of  April ;  on  which  occa- 
fion  the  following  thankfgiving-pfalm  was  fung  at  a 
love-feaft : 

Come,  let  us  join  the  Lamb  to  pralfe. 

Let  fongs  fucceed  affliftion. 
For  this  our  happy  lot  of  grace. 

And  for  his  benediction. 
That  our  work  here  fpreads  further  round. 
And  that  the  fwallow  now  hath  found 

Her  neft  and  habitation.         Pf.  Ixxxiv.  3. 

Wc 
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We  fend  to  thee,  as  finners  poor, 

A  glad  thank-offering's  favour, 
With  heart's  deep  fenfe,  for  ev'ry  hour 

Of  undefen'ed  favour. 
Which  thro'  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years 
In  our  old  place,  to  footh  our  tears. 

Thou  frequently  haft  granted, 

Wc  alfo  pray  with  one  accord, 

Difplay  thy  w^ounds  bright  glory 
In  this  new  houfc  around  us.  Lord, 

Chiefly  when  met  before  thee  : 
May  th'  unction  of  thy  bloody  fweat 
Our  fouls  and  bodies  penetrate. 

And  thofe  thy  grace  hath  fent  us. 

Thy  corpfe's  odour  fill  this  houfe. 

Thy  blood  the  hearts  befprinkle, 
That  each,  who  o'er  the  threfhold  goes. 

May  fee  the  wounds-ftar  twinkle. 
And  may  be  capable  no  more 
With  unconcern  to  hear  the  lore     * 

Of  thy  death-pangs  and  bruifes. 

O  Father  God,  our  guard  remain  j 

God  Holy  Ghcft,  up  train  us  ; 
God  Son,  with  thy  blood  waih  us  clean  ^ 

Our  grieving  thee,  doth  pain  us  ; 
Oh  take  us  as  thy  travail's  meed, 
We  give  thee  heart  and  hand  indeed 

To  be  quite  thine,  tho'  finners. 

We  bring  before  thy  throne  of  grace 

Alfo  this  heathen  nation  : 
The  way  to  thy  wounds  let  them  trace 

Thro'  our  weak  information  j 
And  thofe  whom  thou  haft  gather'd  in, 
Preferve  with  thee,  till  they  are  {e^n 

Thy  throne  at  laft  encircling. 


H  2  The 
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The  seventeenth  Year  1749. 

IN  the  firft  half  of  this  year,  nothing  very  particular 
occurred  in  the  Greenland  congregation,  but  what 
has  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  former  years.  Its 
blelFed  courfe  cannot  be  expreffed  better  than  in  the 
words  of  J(^s '\x.  31.  "The  church  had  reft  and  was 
"  edified,  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
*'  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."  In  this  time  there  was 
but  little  intercourfe  with  the  heathen,  as  no  flrange 
ignorant  fouthlanders  fojourned  in  the  iflands.  Some 
old  acquaintances  indeed  came  now  and  then  on  a  vifit : 
but  moft  of  them  were  as  yet  fpiritually  dead,  and  could 
not  comprehend  what  was  meant,  when  they  were 
advifed  to  turn  to  Jefus.  Their  reply  was,  *'  Our  ears 
*'  are  not  fitted  for  that  matter,  nothing  abides  with  us." 
Here  the  brethren  were  obliged  to  wait  with  patience  for 
the  Epphatha  !  Be  opened  !  Others,  who  had  heard  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  wreflled  for  fome  time  with 
the  difquictude  of  their  hearts,  but  at  laft  crept  to'  the 
crofs  as  weary  and  heavy  laden.  Thus  the  late  Samuel's 
brother-in-law  came,  and  faid  j  **  Now  I  am  quite  weary 
of  living  among  the  favages,  I  will  therefore  devote  my- 
fclf  to  our  Saviour  ?nd  dwell  with  the  believers."  This 
man  had  been  laid  hoid  of  in  the  year  1739  by  Samuel's 
teflimony  and  example,  heard  the  word  of  God  gladly, 
loved  and  willingly  ferved  the  believers,  but  could  never 
take  the  full  refolution  to  change  his  old  courfe  of  life. 
During  a  (harp  fit  of  fickncfs  laft  year,  he  dreamt  that 
he  flood  upon  a  high  fteep  hill,  on  one  fide  he  faw  a 
pleafant  place  wherein  the  believers  were  very  happy,  and 
on  the  other  a  dark  pit  full  of  people  exceedingly  tor- 
mented. "  There  are  many  inftances  (fays  the  diary) 
*'  that  Greenlandcrs,  when  they  are  no  more  quite 
"  dead  and  infcnfible,  but  yet  cannot  refolve  to  be 
"  entirely  our  Sa\'iour's,  are  terrified  by  fuch  dreams, 
**  and  conftrained  to  bethink  themfelves  better." 

We  had  alfo  the  joy  to  fee  feveral  prejudiced  perfons 
brought  to  different  fentiments,  fo  as  to  give  car  to  the 
truth  as  friends,  at  leaft  for  a  time.      There  was  one 

man, 
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man,  whofe  fon  had  been  awakened  laft  year,  and  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  move  again  with  him  among 
the  heathens,  which  (o  enraged  the  father,  that  he 
threatned  to  kill  his  fon ;  this  man  came  on  a  vifit,  and 
was  entirely  fatisfied  that  his  fon  had  itaid  here  and  was 
baptized  ;  nay  he  told  one  of  the  Greenlanders,  that  his 
fon's  words  and  behaviour  had  affetled  him  very  much, 
and  that  he  would  move  hither  himfelf  as  foon  as  he 
could  prevail  on  his  wife  to  come  with  him.  A  famous 
conjurer  and  pcrfecutor  did  alfo  pitch  his  tent  for  awhile 
among  the  brethren,  and  heard  the  truth.  He  faid,  that 
a  repeated  terrible  dream,  in  which  he  thought  a  man 
flood  by  him,  and  fpread  before  him  all  the  wickednefs 
he  had  ever  committed,  was  the  means  of  bringing  him 
upon  refletSlion.  Likewife  the  chief  of  thofe  banditti, 
who  fmce  the  murder  of  Samuel's  brother-in-law  in  the 
year  1739,  had  committed  feveral  others,  and  who  in 
1744  got  a  fevere  fhock  by  being  fpoken  ferioufly  to  by 
one  of  the  miflionaries,  came  frequently  hither  both  in 
the  laft  and  this  year,  and  heard  the  word  of  God  with 
fuch  attention  and  fuch  a  pious  mien,  that,  as  one  of  the 
baptized  exprefled  it,  he  looked  as  if  he  was  the  only 
pious  man.     But  his  converfion  went  no  farther. 

§2. 

Our  Greenlanders  flaid  longer  together  this  time  than 
ufual,  and  did  not  fet  out  with  their  families  to  the  iflands 
till  May.  It  was  painful  to  them,  they  faid,  to  be 
deprived  of  fo  many  bleffed  meetings,  which  were  food 
for  their  fouls,  and  it  was  to  be  feen  and  felt  that  they 
loved  their  teachers  as  children  do  their  mother.  And  as 
a  multitude,  of  believers  were  together,  who  were  one 
heart  and  one  foul,  the  church-feftivals  and  other  im- 
portant mepiorial-days  of  the  Greenlanders,  could  the 
better  be  celebrated  with  an  union  of  fpirit.  The  6th 
of  Jan.  being  the  day  of  the  manifeftation  of  the  general 
Saviour  of  the  world  to  the  firft  Heathens,  there  was 
prayer-day,  as  alfo  a  baptifm  and  reception.  Jan.  19, 
being  the  day  on  which  the  iirft  melieagers  fet  out  from 
Herrnhut  for  Greenland,  they  had  a  love-feaft  with  all 
the  inhabitants,  and  proftration,  accompanied  with  many 
tears.  In  I^ent  ieafun,  the  reading  and  illuftratihg  the 
H  3  hiitory 
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hiftory  of  our  Saviour's  fufFerlngs  was  particularly  anoint-^ 
ed  ;  and  the  paflion-week,  were  days  which  the  Lord 
himfelf  made.  On  Maundy-Thurfday  was  the  holy 
facrament.  On  Good-Friday  the  hiftory  of  our  Saviour's 
death,  and  the  opening  of  his  holy  fide,  was  read,  fung  of, 
and  taken  to  heart  with  inmoft  devotion.  The  following 
day  being  Eafter-Eve,  was  celebrated  with  a  love-feaft, 
at  which  our  Lord's  reft  in  the  grave  after  ending  his  hard 
conflict  and  obtaining  the  victory,  was  the  fubjedl  of 
meditation  and  finging.  On  Eafter-Mornlng  the  con- 
gregation came  together  in  the  hall  before  fun-rifing,  and 
after  the  acclamation,  The  Lord  is  rifen  indeed,  faluted 
their  rifen  Lord  with  that  verfe,  "  Welcome  among  thy 
"  chofen  flock — with  joyful  acclamation, — thou  who  of 
*'  ages  art  the  rock  ! — come,  feed  thy  congregation. — ■ 
*'  Thy  hand,  with  its  print  of  the  nail, — we  kifs  with 
"  heart's  afFccElion, — that  hand  fo  ft  iff  and  fo  death- 
"  pale, — ftretch'd  out  by  crucifixion  ; — that  hand, 
"  which,  ere  thou  went'ft  away, — hath  thy  difciples 
*'  blefted  j — that  hand,  near  which,  on  judgment-day ,— 
"  thy  poor  worms  Ihall  be  placed."  After  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  Jefus,  and  what  he  had  purchafed  for  us  thereby, 
had  been  briefly  confidered,  the  congregation  went  to 
the  burying-ground,  prayed  a  part  of  the  litany,  and 
called  to  mind  with  few  words  accompanied  with  many 
tears,  all  the  mercy  which  had  been  fhewn  on  the  Green- 
land congregation  w  thin  thefe  few  years,  and  particularly 
on  thofe  fince  departed.  In  the  fermon  afterwards,  our 
Saviour's  meritorious  reft  in  the  grave  was  treated  of,  by 
which  he  has  rendered  the  grave,  lately  fo  frightful,  a 
lovely  chamber  of  reft  for  all  the  dead,  who  die  in  the 
Lord,  In  the  noon-fermon  thofe  words  were  the  fubject, 
Te  Jeek  "J ejus  which  ivas  crucified:  He  is  rifen,  he  is  not  here, 
Mark  xvi.  6.  They  experienced  in  thefe  holidays  what 
that  means ;  "  Did  not  our  heart  burn  within  us,  while 
*'  he  talked  with  us,  and  while  he  opened  to  us  the  fcrip- 
''  tures  ?" 

Thus  it  was  alfo  on  the  other  feftival  and  memorial- 
days.  The  congregation-days,  or  prayer-days,  were 
alfo  great  feftivities.  When  the  Greenlanders  v/ere  not 
far  difperfed,  they  were  held  every  month,  and  com- 
monly concluded  either  with  a  baptifm  or  reception. 

As 


1 


Relation  of  New-Herrnhut  1749.  119 
As  to  the  holy  communion,  no  feftival  can  come  into 
competition  with  it,  nor  can  it  be  defcribed.  The 
communicants  rejoiced  always  when  thefe  days  came, 
as  at  a  wedding-day.  On  fuch  an  occafion  they  fay  ; 
"  We  muft  often  lay  our  hand  upon  cur  mouth,  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  culiom  of  the  Greenlanders,  becaufe 
**  the  blood  of  Jefus  exerts  itfelf  now  beyond  all  com- 
"  prehenfion.  It  is  not  to  be  defcribed  v/hat  blefled 
.*'  efFefts  the  holy  communion  has  on  all  thofe  that  are 
*'  partakers  of  it." 

An  idea  may  be  formed  ot  their  daily  regulation,  and 
what  was  propounded  in  their  meetings,  from  the  fol- 
lowing extradt  of  an  account  of  their  herring-fifhery. 
'*  May  the  19th,  (the  miffionary  Beck  writes)  I  fet 
"  off  on  the  herring-fifhery  with  the  greateft  part  of 
*'  the  congregation,  in  twenty-two  women's-boats  and 
*'  a  great  number  of  kajaks.  In  about  two  hours  it 
.'*  began  to  fnow  fo  hard,  that  we  could  fcarce  fee 
'*  twenty  paces  before  us.  But  the  kind  angels  con- 
*'  dueled  us  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  not  one  perfon 
*'  either  fufFered  harm  or  was  feparated  from  the  com- 
*'  pany.  In  the  evening  we  had  made  fifteen  leagues, 
"  and  as  we  could  pitch  all  our  tents  together,  I  held 
-'*  firtt  a  Ihort  difcourfe,  then  a  fmging-hour,  and  after- 
*'  wards  the  meeting  of  the  communicants.  We  re- 
*'  joiced  childlikeiy  on  account  of  the  grace  which  had 
**  attended  us  the  whole  day.  The  20th,  we  reached 
^'  Pifiikfarbik  in  good  time.  In  the  evening -meeting 
*'  I  fpoke  to  this  purpofe,  that  no  one  who  will  but 
'*  furrender  his  whole  heart  to  our  Saviour,  need  be 
"  dejected  or  difcouraged  though  he  perceives  himfelf 
*'  ever  fo  wretched,  becaufe  our  Saviour  does  not  look 
^'  what  goodnefs  or  badnefs  a  man  brings  with  him, 
"  but  at  the  integrity  or  falfhood  of  his  heart.  After 
"  the  evfening-bleffing  I  had  a  very  fatisfaclory  con- 
^'  verlation  with  fome  of  the  communicants,  concerning 
^^  the  happinefs  of  thofe  fouls,  who  in  all  circumftances, 
*'  like  doves,  fly  for  refuge  to  the  rock-clefts  of  the 
"  v/ounds  of  Jefus. 

*'  The  2 1  ft,  the  text  of  the  day,   /  am  the  door  of  the 

J^  (hc(p^  gave  me  an  opportunity  m  the  morning-meeting 
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''  to  remind  the  brethren  and  fifters  of  the  reafon  why 
*'  one  of  us  likes  always  to  be  with  them  ;  which  is  not 
"  to  watch  and  prevent  their  plotting  fomething  bad, 
*'  for  this  would  be  but  to  little  purpofe,  if  they  did 
'*  not  liften  to  the  voice  of  the  holy  Spirit ;  but  that 
'*  we  would  be  helpers  of  their  joy,  and  make  it  our 
**  ftudy  that  they  fhould'  never  want  matter  to  rejoice 
"  in,  and  praife  God  their  Saviour  for. 

*'  The  2 2d,  the  text.  Where  your  treafure  is,  there  wilt 
"  your  heart  be  alfo,  was  illuftrated  with  the  ideas  of  that 
**  beautiful  verfe  :  ''  Treafure  above  all  treafures, — O 
*'  Jefu  faireft  one  ! — The  Pearl  above  all  pleafures,— 
**  which  my  love  feafts  upon ; — for  thy  fole  habitation 
**  —I  have  my  heart  aflign'd, — becaufe  thou  by  thy 
**  paflion — haft  heal'd  my  pain  of  mind."  One  gladly 
*'  renounces  the  world's  riches  and  carnal  pleafures  for 
*'  the  fake  of  this  pearl  of  great  price.  I  then  went 
**  with  fome  of  them  to  hunt  rein-deer.  In  our  abfence, 
*'  fome  of  the  comm.unicants  held  the  morning  and 
'*  evening-meeting  with  bleffing. 

"  During  the  preaching  on  Whitfunday  the  25th, 
*'  a  gentle  wind  of  the  Spirit  was  perceived.  There 
**  were  many  people  at  the  meeting,  and  very  attentive 
*'  notwithftanding  that  it  fnowed  hard  upon  us.  For 
**  the  church  at  Piffikfarbik  has  no  roof  but  the  fir- 
*•'  mament  ;  the  walls  confift  of  the  fnow  -  white 
*'  mountains,  the  pulpit  is  a  large  ftone,  and  the  bench- 
*'  es  are  the  bare  rock.  Afterwards  I  gave  all  the 
**  people  a  dinner  of  rein-deer's  flefh,  and  our  Saviour 
*'  blefled  our  converfation  at  table  with  his  precious  • 
"  nearnefs.  A  couple  of  them  were  aftiamed  on  account 
*'  of  their  bad  condu6l  in  my  abfence.  I  had  fome 
"  fpecial  talk  with  one,  who  was  grown  fhy  towards 
"  m.e,  and  a{r(x:iated  with  bad  company,  and  I  repre- 
*'  fented  to  him  the  love  of  our  Saviour  to  all  poor 
"  fmners,  but  alfo  his  pain  on  account  of  their  obduracy 
"  and  eflrangcment.  He  burft  out  into  tears,  and  I 
*'  wept  with  him. 

"  The  26th,  was  likewife  a  blefled  holiday,  and  at 
**  vifiting  the  Greenlanders  in  their  tents,  we  converfed 
*'  about  (uch  fubjcds  together,  which  caufed  both  their 
"  heart  and  mine  to  melt  like  wax  before  the  fire.     I 

"  alfo 
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**  alfo  received  agreeable  letters  from  New-Hermhut ; 
"  I  read  part  of  their  contents  to  the  baptized,  which 
*'  proved  a  blelTing  to  them. 

*'  The  27th,  In  the  morning-meeting  I  fpoke  on  the 
"  text,  If  a  man  love  me^  he  will  keep  my  tuords^  to  this 
"  purport,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  a  man  to  keep  the 
**  word  of  God,  till  he  loves  him  with  all  his  heart  and 
*'  with  all  his  foul.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  delight 
'*  to  thofe  who  love  him,  to  do  thofe  things  which  are 
*'  well-pleafmg  to  him,  and  to  fuch,  his  commandments 
"  are  not  grievous  nor  burthenfome.  But  the  love 
"  wherewith  our  Maker  loved  us,  while  we  were  yet 
'•  ftrangers  to  him,  was  properly  the  matter  which 
"  again  at  this  time  principally  attracted  our  hearts. 

*'  The  28th,  the  fiift  capelins  came  near  the  fhore. 
*'  We  were  diligent  in  catching  them.  In  the  meeting 
*'  I  fpoke  to  this  efFecSl,  that  our  Saviour's  grace  is  not 
*'  confined  to  any  time  or  place.  He  feizes  one  at  fea, 
**  another  on  land;  while  fifhing  or  hunting;  on  the 
"  ice-mountains  or  in  the  wild  thicket.  And  whoever 
'*  is  only  fenfible  that  he  ftands  m  need  of  a  Saviour, 
"  and  fighs  after  him,  will  in  that  fame  hour  find  his 
"  v/ounds  {landing  open,  where  alone  comfort  and  relief 
*'  may  be  obtained  concerning  all  his  tranlgreffions. 

"  The  29th  I  vifited  the  Greenlanders  at  their  work 
■"  and  in  their  tents.  On  account  of  fome  young  people, 
*'  through  whom  fome  irre2;ularities  bejun  to  make  their 

o  to  D 

*'  appearance,  I  fpoke  on  iij&/7.  xiv.  17.  Henceforth  walk 
*'    not  as  other  Gentiles^  &c. 

*'  The  homily  was  held  the  30th,  on  thofe  words  : 
"  Labour  not  for  the  meat  which  perijheth^  hut  for  that  meat 
*'  which  endnrethy  &c.  and  the  31ft,  on  the  words,  Being 
**  glorified  of  all :  that  the  example  of  our  Saviour  fhould 
**  be  a  fnirror  to  us ;  how  he  did  not  fef  k  his  own  ho- 
*'  nour,  and  confequently  we  are  to  make  but  little  ac- 
"  count  either  of  the  p^-aife  or  cenfure  of  the  world, 
*'  becaufe  their  commendation  may  foon  be  turned  to 
**  reproach,  and  on  the  contrary  tneir  contempt  very 
*'  eafily  to  an  acknowledgement  that  God  hdth  loved  us  ; 
f  therefore  not  much  dependence  can  be  made  on  eit:her 
f*  of  thefe,  as  the  proofs  which  our  Sa/iour  made,  and 
"  innumerable  inllauces  of  his  church  fulficiently  teflify. 
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*'  June  the  ift,  in  a  fermon  on  thofe  words  of  our 
'  Saviour:  This  is  the  ivork  of  God,  that  ye  believe  on  him 
'  who?n  he  hath  fetit ;  I  fpoke  to  this  purport,  that  no 
'  piety  or  abiUty  is  able  to  help  a  perfon,  if  he  does  hot 
'  believe  in  Jefus,  and  that  it  is  God  who  muft  impart 
'  faith  to  him,  and  work  every  thing  in  him  that  is 
'  good. 

*'  The  2d,  at  the  contemplation  of  the  words :  I  am  the 
^  bread  of  life,  m.y  heart  was  fo  affeiled  by  the  confidera- 
'  tion  of  the  righteoufnefs  which  Jefus  hath  purchafed 
'  for  us  by  his  bloody  merits,  that  mv  mouth  could  bear 
'  witnefs  thereof  with  emphafi^.  The  communicants 
'  come  into  my  tent  every  eveniivg,  where  we  have 
^  blelTed  converlation  together. 

"  The  3d,  I  went  out  to  hu-nt  for  fuftenance  again. 
'  [n  my  abfence,  Paul,  the  Greenland  catechift  at  the 

•  colony,  was  come  hither  in  his  v^fomen's-boat,  and  he 
^  and  his  wife  petitioned  earneftiy  that  I  would  baptize 
^  bis  child,  becaufe  the  miffionary  was  not  with  them. 

•  After  having  reprefented  to  them  the  importance  of 
'  baptifm  and  education  of  children,  I  held  a  difcourfe 
'•  on  thefe  words  :  That  zvkich  is  born  of  the  fiejh  is  fit'/h, 

•  and  that  ivhich  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  Spirit ;  and  then 
baptized  the  child  and  called  it  Rofma.     They  then 

■  returned  joyfully  to  their  people. 
*'  The  8th,  many  heathens  in  this  diftrl£t  came  to  the 
fermon,  which  was  held  on  fohn  iii.  17 — 21.  I  in- 
treated  them  with  tears  to  turn  from  darknefs  to  light, 
that  fo  they  might  behold  Jefus  in  his  bleeding  form, 
and  be  made  everlaflingly  happy  through  him.  Our 
people  rejoiced  when  I  acquainted  them  that  we  fhould 
fhortly  return  home.  They  foon  begun  to  pack  up 
their  things.  Seme  who  had  been  to  catch  feals, 
brought  us  the  melancholy  news,  that  the  youth  Bar- 
tholomew was  mifling,  and  that  they  had  not  been 
able  to  find  him.  I  fent  out  feveral  to  feek  him,  who 
found  him  funk  and  I'ufFocated  in  a  bog,  over  which 
he  wanted  to  have  carried  his  kajak  ;  they  laid  him  in 
a  grave,  and  ere£led  a  monument  over  him  on  a  rock. 
He  came  to  us  laft  v/inter,  and  our  Saviour  laboured  fo 
fuccefsfully  on  his  hearty. ^hat  he  was  in  fuch  a  fitua- 

•'  tioa 
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**  tion  as  to  be  baptized  the  12th  of  April  this  year,  fince 
"  which  time  his  courfe  has  been  to  our  joy. 

*'  The  1 2th,  we  decamped  with  fongs  of  praife,  and 
"  had  fine  weather  home,  where  we  arrived  m  good 
"  time.  Our  people  rccei\'ed  us  with  great  joy,  and 
*'  we  thanked  our  Saviour  for  all  the  grace  he  had 
*'  imparted  to  us  in  the  defart." 

§4. 
After  this  expedition  our  Greenlanders  ftaid  moftly 
at  home,  or  if  they  went  out,  foon  returned,  till  they 
went  to  the  Sound  to  catch  feals  in  September.  In  the 
mean  time  Matthew  Stach  returned  with  his  Green- 
landers  the  19th  of  July  on  board  the  Irene,  Captain 
Gerrifon,  at  a  time  when  all  the  palTages  and  bays  were 
£0  full  of  ice,  that  every  body  wondered  how  it  was 
pofiible  for  fuch  a  light-built  fhip  to  make  her  way 
between  ice  and  rocks,  in  a  very  thick  fog  and  ftrong 
wind,  without  receiving  the  leaft  damage  *.  Two 
years  ago  he  went  to  Europe  with  the  Dutch  fhip  which 
had  brought  the  materials  hither  to  build  our  prefent 
chapel,  and  had  taken  five  Greenlanders  along  v/ith  him, 
who  had  exprefled  their  defire  to  fee  Chriilendom ;  they 
were  Simon  Jrballk^  and  Sarah  Pv.jpmek  a  married  pair, 
yudhh  IJJ'ek  a  fmgle  fifter,  and  Matthew  Kajamak  and 
Angufmak^  two  youths.  This  journey  had  proved  a 
bleiTing  to  them,  and  one  of  the  youths,  who  had  x;ot 
been  baptized  before,  had  holy  baptifm  adminiilred  to 
him  at  Herrnhaag,  Jan.  19,  1748,  and  was  called 
Johanan.  About  the  fame  time  the  other  four  were 
admitted  the  firft  time  to  the  holy  communion.  Being 
apprehenfive  that  the  hot  weather,  and  the  being  ir,o 
long  deprived  of  the  Greenland  diet  and  manner  of  lite 
might  be  detrimental  to  their  health,  it  was  thought 
advifable  for  them  to  return  back  before  the  commence- 
ment of  fummer.  The  miffionary  mentioned  it,  but 
there  arofe  fo  many  obftacles,  that  before  they  were 
removed,  it  was  too  late  in  the  feafon.  He  therefore 
made  a  journey  with  them  to  Herrnhut,  and  was  pre- 

*  Two  weeks  b.'tors  this,  the  fhip  bound  for  Good-hope  run  in  here,  as 
the  fnip  to  Frederic's- hope  had  done  before  her,  be:ng  obliged  to  take 
ihelter  here,  after  having  aflayed  in  vain  for  four  weeks  togeiiicr  to  find  a 
paffage  through  the  ice. 

fent; 
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fent  it  the  fynod  in  Silefia  and  the  Saxoa  elefloral- 
cojrimifTion  at  Great- Hcnnerfdorf.  In  the  month  of 
Ma}/,  Sarah  departed  this  life  happily,  and  five  wcek-s 
after,  her  hufband  Simon  followed  her.  Both  of  them 
were  interred  in  the  burying-ground  at  Herrnhut.  This 
was  no  fmall  grief  to  the  mifiionary,  he  being  thereby 
difappointed  in  his  expedtations,  that  this  married 
couple,  who  even  before  had  been  fo  ufeful,  would  now 
he  of  great  and  real  fervice.  Nor  did  he  know  how  to 
get  the  other  three,  who  were  quite  healthy  and  to  the 
joy  of  every  body,  back  again  into  their  country.  To- 
wards autumn  he  travelled  with  them  back  to  Holland, 
in  hopes  of  finding  fome  opportunity  to  return  with 
them  from  thence.  As  the  Irene  came  thither  from  New- 
York  in  November,  and  the  captain  was  willing  to  take 
him  and  bring  him  from  thence  to  Greenland,  he  came 
with  this  fhip  to  London  in  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  two  youths  had  travelled  backwards  and  forwards 
through  Germany  on  foot,  and  nobody,  that  did  not  know 
it,  could  ever  have  thought  that  they  were  of  the  fa- 
vages.  All  imaginable  precaution  was  ufed  to  prevent 
their  being  m.uch  obferved,  otherwife  they  would  have 
been  admired  by  many,  which  might  have  been  hurtful 
to  themfelves.  The  princely  houfe  at  Gotha,  which 
had  heard  fomething  about  them,  procured  a  fight 
of  them  on  their  journey  through  that  place ;  ajid 
this  gave  occafion  to  their  being  likewife  prefented  to 
his  prefent  Majefty  of  Great-Britain,  and  the  reft  of  the 
princes  and  princeffes  of  his  late  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales  at  Leice/ier- Houfe. 

They  then  went  with  the  Irene  to  Penfylvania,  vifited 
the  congregations  at  Bethlehem  and  Islazareth^  and  the 
converted  Indians  in  Am,erica,  who  fent  fome  letters 
by  them  to  the  Greenlanders.  When  Chriftian  David 
brought  a  new  dwelling-houfe  to  New-Herrnhut,  and 
creeled  it  two  years  ago,  he  faw  the  great  neceflity  of  a 
ftore-houfe  for  the  Greenlanders,  for  want  of  which, 
their  dried  meat,  fifh,  capelins,  &c.  which  they  pre- 
ferved  under  a  heap  of  flones,  was  either  half  devoured 
by  the  foxes  and  ravens,  or  putrified,  and  this  v,'as  fuc- 
cecdcd  either  by  famine  or  infecfious  diforders.  He  had 
conducted  their  ©Ideft  teacher  to  them  j    he  had  built 

thca 
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them  a  houfe,  in  which  they  could  enjoy  the  falubrious 
food  of  the  golpel  in  a  convenient  and  decent  manner. 
Now  he  alfo  wanted  to  carry  them  a  houfe,  in  which 
they  might  preferve  their  ftores  fecure  and  wholefom. 
He  therefore  accompanied  thefe  three  Greenlanders,  and 
their  miflionary,  to  America,  where  the  congregation 
made  him  a  prefent  of  as  much  wood  and  fliingles  of 
cedar,  as  was  fufficient  to  build  not  only  the  great  ftore- 
houfe  for  the  Greenlanders  which  he  had  promifed  them, 
but  alfo  another  fmaller  ftore-houfe  and  wood -houfe  for 
the  European  brethren,  which  he  expeditioully  efFedled 
in  a  fortnight,  as  he  wanted  to  go  back  with  the  fame 
fiiip. 

The  voyage  from  New^York  to  New-Herrnhut,  was 
performed  in  three  weeks,  but,  as  has  already  been  men- 
tioned, was  attended  with  great  danger  at  entring  the  har- 
bour, on  account  of  the  great  quantity  of  ice  and  thick 
fog,  which  blinded  the  Greenlanders  themfelves  fo,  that 
for  a  long  time  they  could  not  difcern  the  diflricl.  The 
Greenland  congregation  was  exceflive  glad  to  fee  their 
two  firft  meflengers  of  peace  again,  and  the  three  Green- 
landers who  had  been  abfent  from  them  near  two  years. 

Whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  at  that 
time,  will  not  marvel  at  their  making  fuch  a  circuit,  and 
thereby  bringing  fuch  an  expence  upon  their  benefactors : 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  all  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  fimplicity  of  the  heathens,  and  the  depraved 
ftate  of  Chriftendom,  m.uft  look  upon  it  as  a  miracle 
that  they  were  not  corrupted  by  means  of  their  journey, 
and -the  many  unavoidable  objects  it  p  re  fen  ted  j  that  the 
few  unprofitable  imaginations  which  had  infenfibly  been 
imprinted  in  their  minds,  were  fo  foon  erafed  again,  and 
that  they  immediately  adapted  themfelves  to  their  former 
way  of  life.  Nay  they  reaped  this  advantage  from  their 
journey,  that  to  the  end  of  their  days  (for  two  of  them 
are  now  with  the  Lord)  they  Were  fit  to  be  employed  as 
labourers  among  their  nation,  and  approved  themfelves 
as  fome  of  the  moft  judicious  and  trufty. 

§  5- 

The  Greenlanders  were  highly  delighted  to  fee  their 

country-folk  again,  and  made  frequent  enquiries  what  good 
things  they  had  feen,    heard  and  experienced  in  Europe 

and 
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and  America.  In  particular  the  unmarried  women 
rejoiced  greatly  to  fee  their  Judith  again  fo  healthy  and 
happy,  who  before  this  had  been  a  helper  among  thofe 
of  her  fex.  This  fifter  had  in  a  peculiar  manner  made 
good  ufe  of  her  abode  in  Germany ;  and  having  lived 
moftly  in  the  finglc  fifters  choir-houfe  at  Herrnhut  after 
the  happy  departure  of  her  own  fifter  Sarah,  fhe  got  a 
particular  relifh  for  the  external  order,  fo  conducive  to 
the  internal  growth.  Therefore  flie  fent  a  propofal  to 
the  heads  of  families,  to  allow  their  upgrown  daughters, 
as  alfo  thofe  that  ferved  in  the  capacity  of  maids,  to  live 
with  her  that  winter  in  a  feparate  houfc,  and  fleep  there 
together,  after  having  done  their  bufinefs  in  the  refpedlive 
families  j  that  fo  they  might  not,  as  hitherto,  be  expofed 
to  the  inconvenience  of  feeing  and  hearing  fuch  things,  as 
might  awake  unneceflary  and  hurtful  reflections  in  them. 
Her  propofal  was  agreed  to.  In  confequence  of  this,  fhe 
and  her  fifters  built  this  autumn  the  firft  fmgle  fifters 
houfe  in  Greenland,  in  which  the  families  aflifted  her 
faithfully. 

§  6. 
The  way  in  which  things  are  regulated  and  conducted 
during  the  winter,  is  to  be  feen  by  the  account  given  in 
former  years.  I  will  therefore  only  obferve  here,  that 
John  Soerenfen,  who  came  into  this  country  in  the  year 
1746,  and  who,  befides  his  labour  in  the  miniftry  of 
the  gofpel,  devoted  himfelf  particularly  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  external  ceconomy  and  the  maintaining  of 
order  among  the  Greenlanders,  was  joined  in  marriage 
the  2d  of  Auguft  to  the  fmgle  fifter  Catharine  Paulfm, 
who  came  with  the  fhip  to  be  a  help-m.ate  for  him. 
And  as  Alichael  Ballenhorft,  who  came  with  the  houfe 
two  years  ago,  was  got  pretty  well  mafter  of  the  Green- 
land language,  he  was  appointed  catechift,  took  upon 
himfelf  out  of  the  hands  of  the  miflionaries  the  care  of 
the  boys  fchool,  and  at  the  fame  time  had  the  care  of 
the  internal  and  external  welfare  of  the  Greenland  fingle 
men.  Among  thefe  young  people  fome  were  found  of 
very  good  and  quick  capacities,  who  befide  their  own 
proper  occupations,  which  require  long  practice,  learned 

to 


Relation  of  New-Herrnhut  1749.  127 
to  read  well,  to  write  a  very  good  German*. and  Green- 
land hand,  to  fing  regularly,  and  to  play  on  fome  mufi- 
cal  inllruments.  And  the  internal  ftate  of  their  mind 
afforded  blooming  hopes  that  fome  of  them  might  once 
be  ufed  with  blefling  as  helpers  among  their  nation. 

§7. 

The  congregation  was  increafed  this  year  with  thirt)-- 
five  perfons  added  by  holy  baptifm,  of  whom  eight 
were  fmall  children,  and  one  a  widow,  Jael,  who  has 
a  confiderable  number  of  children,  gi'and-children  and 
great-grand-children  in  the  congregation.  There  were 
feven  adminillrations  of  baptifai  to  adults,  of  which 
thofe  on  the  heathen -feftival  Jan.  6,  and  at  Chriftmas, 
were  particularly  remarkable. 

Fifteen  perfons  were  admitted  to  the  holy  communion, 
-amongft  whom  was  the  abovementioned  Johanan,  who 
had  been  baptized  the  preceding  year  in  Germany,  as 
alfo  fome  of  the  grand-children  of  the  old  widow  Jael. 
Two  pair  were  joined  together  in  marriage,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  was  increafed  with  five  new 
families,  and  many  fingle  perfons. 

On  the  other  hand  the  congregation  here  below  was 
diminifhed  by  fix  perfons ;  one  of  whom  was  the  before- 
mentioned  Bartholomew,  who  was  choaked  in  the  bog  at 
Piflikfarbik ;  another  was  Nathan,  a  lively  chearful 
youth,  whom  it  was  a  pleafure  to  fee.  It  was  thought 
at  firft  that  he  was  loft  in  the  fea,  becaufe  his  kaiak  was 
found,  but  not  his  body.  But  fome  years  afterwards  it 
was  difcovered,  that  one  of  the  favages  had  murdered 
him,  becaufe  anoth.r  baptized  Greenlander  had  reftored 
a  feal  to  the  right  owner  which  this  favage  had  forcibly 
taken  from  him  ;  therefore  this  wretch  had  cut  poor 
innocent  Nathan  to  pieces,  and  thrown  him  into  an 
old  ditch  in  an  uninhabited  ifland,  to  revenge  himfelf, 
althougii  not  on  the  perfon  againft  whom  he  bore  his  in- 
digiiation,  yet  on  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  place. 
Since  that  time  there  have  been  more  inftances  of  our 
people  who  never  returned  from  fea  nor  have  been  found, 
and   it  muft  be  left   undetermined  whether  they  were 

*  At  prefunt  no  Greenhnder  learns  the  German  language.  They  ha?e 
not  time  for  it,  nor  ;s  it  of  any  particular  advantage. 

drowned 
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drowned,  or  maffacred  by  the  heathen  by  way  of  revenge, 
or  for  having  prevented  fome  of  their  malicious  defigns. 
There  have  been  alfa  fome  traces,  from  whence  it  might 
be  conjectured,  that  fome  vile  fellows  have  murdered  one 
or  another  innocent  perfon,  either  out  of  enmity  to  the 
miffionaries,  or  to  avenge  the  lofs  of  fome  of  their  rela- 
tions who  had  been  converted.  Among  thofe  departed 
this  year,  was  alfo  Rofma,  the  reli£l  of  the  late  Noah, 
who  moved  with  her  relations  to  the  fouth  two  years 
ago,  v/here  fhe  made  her  exit.  Her  cafe  caufed  much 
grief  to  the  teachers,  but  proved  a  blefled  warning  to  the 
Greenlanders.  Yet  nothing  was  ever  heard  of  her  walk 
being  any  reproach  to  the  goipel,  and  the  moft  favourable 
hopes  may  be  entertained  as  touching  her  end  ;  nay  it  is 
not  improbable  that  (he  was  the  firft  caufe  of  many  of 
thofe  in  the  fouth  feeking  the  Lord,  and  coming  to  the 
enjoyment  of  that,  in  this  time  of  grace,  which  ihe  de- 
prived herfelf  of  by  her  divided  heart. 

Among  thofe  of  the  unbaptized  who  departed  this 
life,  was  a  woman,  who  left  a  little  child  behind  her, 
which  fhe  delivered  to  the  care  of  the  hoft  where  fhc 
lived  at  the  time  of  her  departure.  A  favage  at  Kangek 
claimed  a  right  to  this  child,  becaufe  he  had  maintained 
the  mother  m  the  time  of  her  pregnancy,  and  the  child 
had  been  named  after  a  child  of  his  which  was  dead. 
But  as  the  laft  hoft,  a  baptized  man,  had  provided  laft 
of  all  both  for  mother  and  child,  and  the  child  had  been 
committed  to  him,  the  favage  was  obliged  to  be 
fatisfied. 


The  eighteenth  Year  1750. 

§  I. 

TH  E  weather  this  winter  was  very  inclement,  tem- 
peftuous  and  fnowy,  and  towards  Eafter  fuch  fever^ 
cold  fet  in  till  April,  that  the  like  had  not  been  known 
before  in  the  memory  of  man,  whereby  the  haven, 
which  is  fix  mile  broad  in  the  narroweft  place,  was  fo 
frozen  and  filled  with  ice  for  a  confiderable  time,  that 
no  water  was  to  be  feen  notwithftanding  the  high  tides 
and  ftrong  current.     On  this  account  the  Greenlanders 

were 
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were  expofed  to  many  dangers  of  life  when  they  went 
out  to  feek  provifions,  yet  none  were  loft  this  time. 
About  Eafter  there  was  a  general  famine  in  the  country, 
in  which  thofe  who  belong  to  us  fufFered  the  leaft,  as 
they  have  not  only  learnt  to  pray,  but  to  work  too,  and 
to  be  good  ceconomifts,  by  which  means  they  had 
always  fomething  to  give  to  the  needy,  and  many  fuch 
had  recourfe  to  them.  Thofe  from  Kangek  were  called 
to  account  for  having  buried  an  old  man  alive.  They 
pleaded  in  their  excufe,  that  it  was  done  at  the  requeft 
of  his  daughter,  becaufe  he  had  got  a  putrid  hand  and 
could  not  provide  any  thing.  The  gofpel  was  declared 
to  thefe,  as  v/ell  as  the  other  heathen  who  came  for  food  j 
but  alas,  by  fuch  opportunities,  feldom  much  was  efFe£l- 
ed.  They  indeed  admired  the  fine  order  of  their  country- 
men J  but  when  they  were  afked,  whether  they  would 
not  furrender  thcmfelves  to  our  Saviour  too,  and  follow 
the  example  of  the  believers,  who,  as  they  themfelves 
muft  own,  led  a  happy  life,  and  moreover  fuffered  lefs 
external  want  than  other  Greenlanders,  nowithftanding 
their  living  at  a  place  which  fubjedls  them  to  greater 
inconveniencies  and  difficulties  ;  they  had  recourfe  to  their 
ufual  excufe  :  SanieiJJegalloar  pogut,  kijfien  ajornakau.  "  We 
"  ftiould  have  no  objection  to  the  being  converted  too, 
"  if  it  was  not  fo  difficult."  It  was  evident  upon  various 
occafions  that  their  judgment  was  convinced  of  the  truth 
and  happinefs  of  chriftianity,  and  yet  their  heart  would  not 
embrace  it.  Many  of  them  ran  away  as  foon  as  our  Saviour 
was  fpoken  of,  and  guarded  themfelves  as  carefully  againft 
being  brought  into  uneafmefs  of  mind,  as  a  timorous 
man  guards  againft  an  infectious  ficknefs  or  fome  witch- 
craft. 

Amongft  thofe  who  came  on  a  vifit,  was  one  who 
was  baptized  as  a  child  upwards  of  twenty  years  ago  by 
the  Rrft  of  the  Danifti  miffionaries.  Though  he  was 
grown  pretty  wild,  yet  when  the  blood  of  Jefus  was 
fpoken  of  to  him,  the  fenfible  difference  was  obvious, 
which  is  to  be  feen  in  all  countries  betwixt  people  who 
have  been  baptized,  and  over  whom  the  falutary  name 
of  Jefus  has  been  pronounced,  and  infidels  who  have  not 
been  baptized,.     His  heart  was  eafily  foftned  i    whereas 

Vol,  II.  I  when 
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when  the  others  were  fpoken  to,   the  words  found  n© 
entrance,  it  being  as  if  fpoken  to  a  ftone-wall. 

In  the  fummer,  vifiters  came  almoft  daily,  though  the 
fewefl:  of  them  came  with  an  intention  to  hear  any  thing, 
but  only  to  fee  their  old  acquaintance,  and  to  relate  how 
fuccefsful  they  now  were  in  their  hunting,  and  how  well 
they  now  lived.  Amongft  others  that  came,  there  was 
alfo  Kainask,  mentioned  feveral  times  before,  who  re- 
ported that  he  would  fet  fire  to  the  brethren's  buildings, 
becaufe  they  had  taken  a  woman  into  protection  Whp 
made  her  efcape  to  them,  when  he  wanted  to  conipel 
her  by  violence  to  be  his  wife.  When  he  was 
charged  with  this,  he  denied  it,  yet  lay  continually  ia 
wait  till  he  got  an  opportunity  fecretly  to  kidnap  the  faid 
woman.  As  fhe  was  not  received  among  the  catechu- 
mens, it  was  difficult  for  the  brethren  to  intermeddle  in 
this  quarrel,  but  they  fent  a  perfon  after  him,  to  defire 
him  not  to  treat  this  woman  wickedly,  as  he  had  before 
threatned  to  do;  and  it  being  reported  that  they  were 
now  fatisfied  on  both  fides,  it  was  judged  beft  to  let  the 
matter  take  its  courfe.  In  like  manner  a  fmgle  woman 
who  was  in  fervice  with  one  of  the  baptized,  was  volun- 
tarily delivered  up  to  her  former  hoft,  who  claimed  a 
right  to  her,  it  being  believed,  that  if  fhe  was  only  con- 
cerned about  the  falvation  of  her  foul,  flie  would  here- 
after find  lawful  means  and  ways  to  attain  thereto*. 

§2. 

Our  Greenlanders  remained  mollly  together  till  after 
Eafter,  and  celebrated  the  holidays  in  a  happy  manner. 
Afterwards  moft  of  them  went  to  the  Sound,  where  they 
were  vifited  diligently ;  twenty  -  four  boats  full  of 
Greenlanders  went  to  the  herring-fifhery,  accompanied 
by  Matthew  Stach.  But  as  the  fhip  came  into  the  har- 
bour in  their  abfence,  the  6th  of  June,  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  them  this  time  behind,  under  the  care  and  infpec- 
tion  of  thofe  Greenlanders  who  are  fellow-labourers.  In 
this  year  the  trade  to  Greenland  was  configned  to  the 
royal  incorporated  company  of  merchants,  and  at  the 
fame  time  it  was  ordered  by  the  government,  that  the 

brethren 

*  Both  this  enemy,  and  this  fmgle  woman,  with  their  whole  families, 
came  afterwajds  to  the  Greenland  congregation,  and  were  baptized. 
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brethren,  inftead  of  the  liberty  of  tranfporting  themfelves 
and  their  provifion  free-coft,  Ihould  henceforth  pay  a 
moderate  and  reafonable  freight,  only  not  in  foreign  bot- 
toms. By  this  means  they  were  at  once  freed  from  all 
difHcuIties  and  the  necelTity  of  being  troublefome  to  thofe 
in  power,  were  exempted  from  many  delays  and  expen- 
ces,  and  have  purfued  their  plan  chearfully  fmce  that 
time,  and  to  every  body's  fatisfadion. 

§3- 

The  remainder  of  the  fummer,  both  the  brethren  and 
the  Greenlanders  were  bufily  occupied  in  the  procuring 
what  was  neceffary  for  winter,  which  begun  to  be  very 
fevere  about  the  end  of  September,  though  afterwards  it 
was  more  like  fummer  than  winter  till  towards  Chrift- 
mas ;  which  the  brethren  made  good  ufe  of  in  vifiting 
ibme  of  their  neighbours  who  lived  on  the  continent,  up 
the  bay,  and  had  not  been  fo  frequently  vifited  as  thofe 
at  Kangek.  T'he  following  relation  is  given  of  one 
fuch  vifit. 

*'  Nov.  2,  three  of  us,  together  with  feveral  Green- 
"  landers,  failed  fix  leagues  up  the  inlet  to  a  Greenland 
*'  houfe.  The  people  were  exceeding  glad  that  we  came 
*'  to  vifit  them,  and  received  us  with  much  love.  When 
*'  they  heard  of  our  people  that  one  of  their  relations 
*'  was  dead  at  Kangek,  there  arofe  a  terrible  howling- 
*'  among  them,  but  it  did  not  continue  long.  This 
•'  furnifhed  us  with  an  opportunity  to  tell  them,  how  we 
**  and  all  thofe  who  love  Jefus,  are  difpofcd  with  regard 
"  to  dying ;  and  then  we  related  to  them  with  what  great 
"  joy  two  of  our  Greenland  lifters  departed  to  our  Sa- 
*'  viour  laft  fummer.  That  this  blefling  was  procured  for 
*'  us  by  the  death  and  blood  of  Jefus ;  and  when  fouls 
*'  are  wafhed  therewith,  it  is  as  natural  for  them  to  de- 
*'  fire  to  depart  to  their  Creator,  as  it  is  for  a  child  to  go 
"  to  its  father,  mother,  and  own  brothers  and  fifters» 
"  They  were  aftonilhed  to  hear  this.  One  of  them  faid, 
''  he  fhould  be  glad  to  become  a  believer,  but  he  could 
**  not  live  v/ith  us,  becaufe  of  the  great  waves  on  our 
*'  coaft.  There  were  three  among  them  who  had  been 
"  baptized  by  Mr.  Egede  in  their  infa.ncy,  two  of  whom 
"  were  married  together,  and  have  a  lovely  child.     All 

I  2  '  »'  the 


132  HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.  B.  VII. 
*'  the  people  in  the  houfe  have  a  love  for  us.  There  was 
"  one  pretty  circumftance,  that  the  children,  who  never 
*'  were  at  our  place,  could  fing  many  of  our  verfes,  with 
"  which  they  frequently  animate  their  parents.  This 
"  may  perhaps  be  a  means  of  their  approaching  nearer 
*'  the  kingdom  of  God.  At  another  place  we  met  with 
"  nine  families,  among  whom  we  ftaid  two  days.  They 
"  defired  fomc  medicine  of  us  for  an  old  fick  man,  and 
*'  having  nothing  with  us  but  a  little  brandy,  we  gave 
*'  him  a  fpoonful  of  that,  and  it  was  of  fervice  to  him. 
**  They  offered  us  a  deer-fkin  for  it,  but  our  refufal 
*'  heightened  the  kindnefs.  We  told  them,  how  happy 
''  it  was  to  be  acquainted  with  the  maker  of  our  foul,  bc- 
**  fore  the  foul  is  to  leave  the  body,  and  is  to  hear  the 
*'  fentence  at  the  tribunal  deciding  its  eternal  abode. 
*'  They  were  all  quite  flill,  and  behaved  civilly  and 
'*  friendly.  A  boy  was  much  afFedled,  and  would  glad- 
'*  ly  have  gone  with  us,  if  he  could  have  got  permillion 
'*  of  his  relations.  In  the  day-time  we  went  out  to  hunt, 
*'  it  being  exceeding  fine  weather,  and  the  fnow  moftly 
"  gone  which  fell  in  September  and  Odlober,  but  the 
*'  ground  was  fo  hard  frozen  that  one  could  walk  over 
*'  all  the  bogs  and  lakes,  and  travel  farther  in  eight  hours 
*'  than  in  twelve  in  fummer,  though  the  poor  feet  fuffer 
*'  for  it.  We  got  five  rein-deer,  which  furpalTed  our 
*'  expe£tation,  but  we  had  to  carry  them  twelve  mile, 
"  which  was  hard  work  for  us." 

§4. 
At  moving  into  the  winter-houfes,  it  was  found  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  was  again  confiderably  aug- 
mented. One  entire  ftrange  family  came  from  the  fouth, 
which  had  a  kinfwoman  in  the  Greenland  congregation. 
And  from  the  north  there  came  feveral  families  with  fome 
of  the  merchants  fervants  there  to  Good-hope,  the  fhip 
not  having  arrived,  and  confequently  they  could  not  fub- 
fill  all  together.  A  family  belonging  to  the  miflion  of  the 
colony  at  Good-hope  obtained  leave  to  live  at  New- 
herrnhiit,  in  confequence  of  their  earneft  and  repeated  re- 
queft,  and  the  interpofition  of  Mr.  Drachart ;  and  fome 
of  them  foon  attained  to  the  holy  communion.  More- 
over the  brethren  thought  it  but  reafonable,  at  his  defire, 

to 
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to  receive  a  baptized  woman  from  him,  who  by  her  con- 
ducEl  among  his  people  might  have  done  harm,  but  bv  a 
change  of  place  and  circumftances  might  probably  be  re- 
covered. Towards  the  end  of  the  year  he  himfelf  was 
neceflitated  on  account  of  fome  family  circumftances  to 
move  with  his  wife  to  the  brethren,  and  from  thence,  to 
difcharge  his  office  among  chriftians  and  heathens  at  the 
colony,  though  it  was  attended  with  many  difficulties. 

§5. 

The  general  and  fpecial  meeting?  of  the  Greenlanders 
were  regulated  anew,  both  with  regard  to  the  choirs, 
lex,  and  age,  as  alfo  the  inward  degree  and  growth  in 
chriflianity.  Previous  to  the  new  regulating  of  the  bands, 
it  was  made  known,  that  if  any  one  had  no  pleafure  in 
them,  and  would  not  gladly  difclofe  his  heart,  he  fhoulJ 
.acquaint  us  before-hand,  or  at  leaft  afterwards  refrain  go- 
ing to  the  bands,  as  the  intention  was  not  to  compel  anv 
one  to  open-hearted  band-like  converfation,  much  lefs, 
that  they  fhould  become  hypocrites.  But  they  were  all 
defirous  to  belong  to  one  of  the  bands  ;  and  the  names  of 
Tome  of  tke  new  people  having  been  forgot  to  be  wrote, 
they  were  troubled  about  it,  thinking  they  were  not 
efteemed  worthy  to  enjoy  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  believers.  It  was  found  that  the  number  of  thofe 
who  could  be  admitted  into  bands,  amounted  to  about 
three  hundred  perfons,  befides  the  very  young  people, 
who  could  not  yet  give  much  account  of  their  inward 
ftate.  The  number  of  thofe  who  kept  the  bands,  was 
upwards  of  thirty,  and  five  or  fix  bands  were  held  daily 
one  after  the  other,  in  the  meeting-hall,  becaufe  the 
Greenlanders  have  no  apartments  in  their  houfes  where 
a  company  can  be  alone  together. 

§  6.- 

Befides  this,  attention  was  paid,  and  pains  taken  to 
bring  and  preferve  the  Greenlanders  in  fuch  an  external 
order,  as  might  be  moft  conducive  to  their  bodily  welfare, 
(which  is  frequently  very  nearly  connected  with  the  fpiri- 
tual)  and  tend  moft  effectually  to  the  rendering  them  a 
fober  moral  people,  weli-pleafing  to  God  and  man.  In 
this  view,  fome  Statutes  relative  to  external  carriage  and 
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dwelling  together  were  compiled,  with  the  advice  and 
a/nftance  of  the  nioft  judicious  and  reputable  fathers  of 
families,  which  fhould  always  be  read  and  recommended 
to  their  attention,  at  moving  into  winter-quarters,  par- 
ticularly for  the  fake  of  any  new  inhabitants.  Whoever 
a6led  contrary  thereto,  was  gently  admonifhed,  or  more 
ferioufly  fpoken  to,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ; 
and  the  Greenlanders  eafily  comprehended  that  fuch  rules 
and  flatutes  were  not  the  invention  of  an  idle  or  caprici- 
ous head,  but  tended  to  the  maintaining  of  the  common 
peace,  and  the  cutting  off  what  might  give  opportunity 
for  the  commiffion  of  fm.  Once  a  party  of  young  Green- 
landers  had  a  mind  to  try  their  ftrength  together,  ac- 
cording to  the  Greenland  cuftom,  where,  by  way  of  paf- 
time,  like  the  old  boxers,  they  ftrike  each  other's  fhoul- 
ders  with  their  fifts  till  the  one  fubmits  and  acknowledges 
the  other  to  be  his  mafter.  It  was  ferioufly  reprefented 
to  them,  that  thofe  who  were  the  firft  believers  out  of 
their  nation,  had  of  their  own  accord  teftified  againft  fuch 
kind  of  diverfions,  and  thus  ail  fuch  cuftoms  had  been 
abolifhed.  And  although  they  might  think  there  was 
nothing  in  itfelf  wicked  in  this  kind  of  amufement,  yet 
.fuch  things  might  eafily  give  rife  to  all  forts  of  levity 
and  fmful  confequences  *.  This  thetiy  underftood  very 
well,  and  promifed  not  to  do  it  any  moi^      i^' 

§7. 

But  at  the  pleafmg  furvey  of  thefe  needful  regulations 
there  was  fome  room  to  fay,  "  This  ought  ye  to  have 
**  done,  and  not  leave  the  other  undone."  The  monthly 
congregation  or  prayer-day  was  difcontinued.  On  thefe 
days  not  only  edifying  letters  and  accounts  were  wont  to 
be  read  concerning  the  fpreading  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
among  other  heathen  nations,  exhortations  held  to  the 
people  with  peculiar  emotion,  and  concluded  with  a 
prayer,  but  likewife  a  love-feaft  was  kept  fometimes,  and 
moreover  thefe  days  were  generally  fokmnized  with  a 
great  baptifm  or  reception,  Thefe  very  folemnitics  were 
probably  the  caufe  of  dropping  the  whole,  that  baptifm 
fhould  no  more  be  poftponed  till  the  congregation-days, 

*  A  certain  eminenf  divine,  by  occafion  of  the  rontroyerfy  de  adic^phorh 
Q\  about  things  indifferent,  calls  thenij  thiijgs  v/hich  Icrder  upon  fm. 

(which 
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(which  could  not  always  be  held  during  the  fummer  fca- 
fon)  but  that  rather  fuch  of  the  catechumens  as  were 
deemed  fit,  {hould  be  baptized  without  delay,  left  by 
long  waiting  they  might  become  remifs  in  their  defire 
and  ardour';  and  that  aifo  they  might  neither  lay  ftrefs 
u^on  the  circumftantial  folemnity  of  the  congregation- 
day  to  the  detriment  of  the  principal  matter,  nor  be  in- 
terrupted in  their  devotion  by  too  large  an  aflembly  and 
a  multiplicity  of  other  edifying  fubjecls.  However,  it 
was  afterwards  evident,  that  no  advantage,  but  a  real  lofs 
was  the  confequence.  Nothing  indeed  was  loft  ©f  the 
proofs  of  that  grace,  which  accompanies  the  haptifm  with 
the  blood  of  Chrift;  but  the  Greenlanders  loft  fomething 
©f  the  eagernefs  they  had  formerly  from  month  to  month 
after  the  congregation-days,  to  which  they  haftened 
home  when  they  were  out  at  fea ;  and  the  keeping  of 
Sunday  itfelf,  to  which  they  were  ufed  to  come  in  large 
multitudes  with  great  earneftnefs,  alfo  fuftained  that  lofs 
thereby,  that  they  did  no  more  come  in  fuch  numbers 
and  with  fuch  eagernefs  as  before  from  all  the  different 
iflands ;  I  mean  in  the  fummer,  for  in  winter,  when  they 
are  all  at  home,  every  thing  went  on  in  its  regular  and 
blefted  courfe.  They  therefore  foon  made  an  alteration, 
and  reftored  to  the  Greenlanders  their  congregation-days, 
as  one  of  theii**noft  beautiful  and  blefted  opportunities. 

§8. 
The  congregation  was  increafed  this  year  with  fifty 
two  perfons  through  baptifrn,  eight  of  whom  were  fmail 
children,  whofe  parents  were  either  baptized  or  at  leaft 
received  among  the  catechumens,  and  were  fully  refolved 
to  remain  with  the  faithful,  and  to  train  up  their  children 
as  becomes  chriftians.  But  that  feveral  boys  and  girh 
were  baptized  this  year  at  the  fame  time  with  their 
parents,  who  could  no  more  be  reckoned  among  the 
innocent  children,  and  yet  were  not  arrived  to  a  mature 
underftanding  and  to  years  capable  of  judging  for  them- 
felves,  although  at  their  preparation  there  were  traces  of 
a  good  intention  and  defire ;  this,  1  fay,  could  by  no 
means  be  approved  of  afterwards  by  the  fynod,  and  was 
not  to  be  done  any  more,  it  being  the  practice  in  the 
Brethren's  church,  that  all  who  are  not  baptized  foon 
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after  their  birth,  muft  wait  till  they  know  on  whom  they 
believe,  what  baptifm  is,  the  benefits  accruing  to  them 
from  if,  and  the  obligations  it  lays  them  under. 

Thirty-fix  Greenlanders  attained  to  the  holy  commu- 
nion. On  Maundy-Thurfday  the  intention  of  foot- 
wafliing  was  explained  to  them  from  'John  xiii.  and  then 
this  acl  itfelf  was  adminiftred  to  them  the  firft  time. 
The  candidates  for  the  communion  were  not  confirmed 
the  day  preceding  it,  as  formerly,  but  four  weeks  pre- 
vious to  it,  after  having  been  prefent  as  fpedators  when 
it  was  adminiftred. 

§  9. 

Two  pair  of  Greenlanders   were  joined  together  in 
marriage.     I  find  fomething  to  obferve  relative   to  one 
of  thefe   pairs.      The  man,    whofe   name  was  David, 
propofed   marr}'ing  a  virgin  who  lived  at  the  colony. 
The  miflionary,  and  the  merchant  with  whom  fhe  was 
in  fervice,    were  fpoken  with  on  this  head.     Both  of 
whom  gave  their  confent  gladly,  and   when  it  was  pro- 
pofed to  her,  though  fhe  did  not  exprefly  give  her  Yes  to 
it  (which  no  Greenland  woman  does)  yet  (he  gave  for 
anfvver :  "  I  will  be  obedient  to  my  teachers,    and  will 
'*  gladly  live  among  you."     This  perfon  came  to  Good- 
hope  in  a  remarkable  manner.     She  had  been  baptized 
the  year  before  at  Chriftian's-hope  in  Difko-Bay  by'Mr. 
Block  the  miflionary,    and  was  called  Chriftina.     Soon 
after  her  baptifm,    her  brothers  came  and  attempted  to 
take  her  away :  But  as  fhe  was  not  inclined  to  go  with 
them,  and  the  miflionary  took  her  into  protedlion,  the 
Greenlanders  feized  him  with  an  intention  to  murder  him. 
To  prevent  this,  fhe  herfelf  leaped  into  the  boat,  and 
called  out  to  the  lavages  to  come  and  fail  away  with  her. 
The  miflionary  diredly  fent  letters  after  them  to  his  ftep- 
brother  Paul  iVIolzau,  merchant  at  Good-hope,  to  have 
them   arrefted,    and  the  young   v/oman    releafed.      He 
waited  for  them  at  Kangek,  where  they  propofed  pafling 
by  in  their  way  to  the  fouth,  but  could  not  find  her,  for 
thev  had  concealed  her  under  the  fkins  in  their  boat,  and 
/he  dared  not  betray  her  being  there,  as  they  had  threat- 
ned  to  kill  her  in  cafe  fhe  moved  in  the  leaft.     But  after 
they  were  got  upwards  of  14  leagues  farther,  £he  pre- 
vailed 
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vailed  upon  her  brothers  to  go  with  her  to  the  continent, 
and  there  to  let  her  gather  bilberries.  Here  (he  ftole 
away  and  hid  herfelf  between  the  rocks ;  the  favages 
fought  her  two  days  without  finding  her,  though  they 
had  put  her  into  great  fear  by  leaping  feveral  times  over 
the  very  cleft  of  the  rock  where  fhe  was  concealed,  but 
at  laft  they  failed  away ;  then  fhe  went  over  mountains 
and  vallies  for  many  leagues,  till  fhe  met  with  a  Green- 
lander  from  hence,  at  fea,  who  brought  her  to  the 
colony  in  fafety.  She  is  an  extraordinary  well  behaved 
and  cleanly  houfe-wife,  and  a  reputable  and  ufeful  helper 
among  her  nation. 

Befides  thefe  two  new  pair,  four  couple,  who  had 
married  while  among  the  favages,  and  were  now  become 
members  of  the  body  of  Jefus,  and  participants  of  the 
holy  communion,  received  the  blefling  of  the  church  to 
their  living  in  chriftian  wedlock  in  a  manner  well-pleaf- 
ing  to  God.  I'he  hufbands  fat  together  before  the 
brethren,  and  the  wives  before  the  fillers,  and  received 
the  blefling  kneeling,  through  impofition  of  hands, 
during  a  prayer  over  them. 

§   10' 

Laftly  fix  of  the  baptized  had  the  grace  conferred  upon 
them,  to  be  tranfplanted  into  a  happy  eternity ;  amongft 
whom  was  Tobias,  a  venerable  old  father,  and  the  firfl 
of  the  lift  of  the  communicants.  His  walk  was  refpe£l» 
able,  and  he  himfelf  was  always  joyful.  When  any  one 
converfed  with  him,  he  fcarce  ever  omitted  giving  honour 
to  the  wounds  of  Jefus  as  the  caufe  of  his  happinefs. 

Farther,  the  firft  fmgle  fifter,  whofe  name  was  Amelia, 
departed  this  life  happily ;  and  fhe  was  foon  followed  by 
another,  called  Mary  Elizabeth,  whofe  exit  was  fo  extra- 
ordinary joyful,  and  attended  with  fuch  tender  expref^ 
fions  of  love  towards  all  her  fifters,  that  their  houfe  reaped 
from  it  an  abiding  blefling,  and  ftill  retain  it  in  thankful 
remembrance,  '^  By  fuch  inftances  (it  is  faid  on  this 
occafion)"  the  departure  out  of  this  world,  which  is  elfc 
fo  terrible  to  the  Greenlaaders,  and  attended  with  fuch 
lamentable  howling,  becomes  more  and  more  agreeable 
to  our  baptized  Greenlanders." 

Moreover 
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Moreover  an  unbaptizcd  man  departed  this  life,  who 
came  to  live  there  the  fame  winter.  A  fright  was  the 
caiife  of  it.  Laft  year  as  he  was  fetching  a  boy  away 
from  the  brethren  againft  his  will,  whom  he  had  adopt- 
ed for  his  fon,  this  boy  was  drowned  not  far  from  the 
land.  This  brought  him  upon  the  thoughts  that  he  had 
done  wrong ;  he  therefore  took  the  refolution  to  be  con- 
verted, and  came  to  dwell  there  with  his  whole  family. 
He  departed  into  eternity,  in  expe6tation  that  even  he 
Ihould  fee  his  Redeemer,  in  whom  he  believed. 


The  nineteenth  Year  1751. 

§  I. 

OU  R  Greenland  people  remained  pretty  long  to- 
gether in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  in  order  to 
enjoy  the  blefled  paflure  of  the  do<5lrine  of  Jefus's  merits. 
Grace  reigned  perceptibly,  both  in  their  meetings,  and 
in  their  converfation  with  each  other.  There  was 
indeed  caufe  fometimes  for  giving  admonition,  nay  fe- 
rious  reproofs  ;  yet  every  thing  was  carried  on  with 
much  lefs  trouble  and  difficulty,  than  formerly  could 
have  been  expe<5led  from  this  favage  people.  They 
a6led  like  good  children,  who  by  their  own  mutual 
example  and  friendly  advice,  or  concerned  mien,  can 
influence  unruly  fcholars  more  efFe£lually  than  their 
fchoolm after  can.  They  were  alfo  good  oeconomifts, 
and  diligent  at  their  work,  in  which  the  Lord  imparted 
his  bleffing  richly  to  them.  Therefore  one  Sunday  this 
winter,  when  the  word  of  the  day  was :  Lacked  ye  any 
thing  ?  the  brethren  had  a  fine  opportunity  in  their 
fermon  to  lead  them  to  the  following  reflexions ;  how 
in  a  place  where  formerly  it  was  deemed  impoflible  for 
two  families  to  fubfifl:,  now  upwards  of  three  hundred 
perfons  live  together,  who,  upon  the  queftion  being  put, 
if  they,  or  even  one  individual  among  them,  ever  lacked 
any  thing  ?  muft  anfwer  in  the  negative.  Almoft  every 
year  there  have  been  fuch  famines  in  the  other  places, 
yea  where  provifions  fhotild  be  moft  plenty,  that  many 
have  died ;  whereas  they  have  always  had  even  to  give 
t«  him  that  r.ecdeili..     God  would  in  this  manner  entice 

us 
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us  to  believe,  **  that  he  is  our  dear  Father,"  (or  Pro- 
vider, as  the  Greenlanders  call  a  father  or  hufband) 
"  and  we  his  dear  children." 

In  January  and  February  (when  there  is  commonly 
the  greateft  fcarcity )  there  came  fuch  a  flock  of 
willocks  *  among  the  iflands,  that  they  could  be  drov^e 
to  the  fhore  and  caught  with  the  hands.  But  the  iflue 
of  this  was  pretty  much  the  cafe  of  the  manna  in  the 
wildcrnefs.  The  Greenlanders  came  home  one  Saturday 
evening  with  fuch  quantities  of  them,  that  their  bodies 
and  kaiaks  were  hung  with  forty  or  fifty  a  piece.  This 
enticed  fo  many  of  them  to  fail  again  to  the  iflands  on 
Sunday  morning  early,  that  the  meetings  could  not  be 
held  in  a  proper  manner.  But  now  they  brought  home 
nothing  but  fatigued  limbs :  and  it  being  reprefented  to 
them,  that  they  had  got  fuch  an  abundance  yefterday 
that  fo  they  might  keep  Sunday  in  reft,  they  were  put 
to  fhame,  and  it  ferved  as  a  Nota-bene  to  them  after- 
wards. 

§   2. 

They  remained  moftly  together  till  they  went  to  the 
herring-fifhery  in  May ;  fo  that  all  the  meetings  could 
be  held  in  proper  order,  nor  was  there  any  occafion 
to  fufpend  one  communion.  But  once  feveral  perfons, 
who  were  become  luke-warm,  were  not  allowed  to  be 
partakers.  When  they  were  taken  afide  after  the  pre- 
paratory homily  had  been  held  to  the  Greenlanders,  and 
it  was  intimated  to  them,  that  as  members  of  the  body 
of  Jefus,  they  indeed  had  a  right  to  this  feaft,  but  that 
for  this  time  they  were  not  permitted  to  partake  of  it, 
(the  caufe  of  which,  upon  mature  confideration,  they 
themfelves  would  find  :)  they  were  exceedingly  troubled, 
and  the  tears  came  into  their  eyes.  But  when  they 
heard  they  fhould  have  leave  to  be  fpeftators  when  the 
communion  was  adminiftred,  that  fo  they  might  receive 
fome  blefling  for  their  hearts;  they  were  comforted  in 
fome  meafure,  came  afterwards  and  difclofed  their  faults, 
and  were  thankful  for  this  wholefome  chaftifement, 
which  proved  much  more  blefled  to  them  than  they  in 
the  beginning  could  have  conceived. 

-»  See  K  II.  §  s, 

At 
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At  the  facrament  on  Good-Friday,  the  congregation 
of  communicants  confifted  juft  of  a  hundred  perfons. 
A  family  had  once  gone  out  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  teachers,  and  hearing  at  their  return  that  they 
had  mifled  the  holy  communion,  they  fhed  floods  of 
tears,  and  the  wife  fuppofed  that  (he  had  likewife  thereby 
forfeited  her  right  to  go  into  the  other  meetings  of  the 
communicants.  When  flic  was  told,  that  (he  fhould 
have  permiflion  to  go  to  them,  (he  faid  :  "  Now  my 
heart  is  fomewhat  eafier  than  it  was  before."  One  of 
the  candidates  alfo  failed  to  be  at  home  at  the  right  time, 
and  his  confirmation  muft  be  poftponed  till  the  next 
time.  He  indeed  had  not  been  informed  that  he  was 
to  have  been  confirmed  this  time,  yet  the  very  fame  day 
he  found  an  intimation  within  himfelf  to  make  all  pofli- 
ble  hafte  home,  and  now  was  very  much  troubled,  that 
he  was  prevailed  upon  by  his  relations  to  ftay  contrary 
to  his  convifSlion. 

An  ardent  defire  was  obferved  among  the  reft  of  the 
baptized,  to  be  brought  into  the  moft  intimate  con- 
nexion with  Jefus,  (as  they  called  the  holy  communion, 
without  knowing  yet  wherein  it  confifted  *)  and  ac- 
cordingly, before  they  feparated  for  the  fummer,  fourteen 
perfons  more  could  be  admitted  thereto. 

§3. 

.  In  the  mean  time  the  (hip  arrived  on  the  7th  of  May. 
The  miflionary  Beck  and  his  wife  returned  with  it  from 
their  vifit  in  the  Brethren's  congregations.  They  went 
with  the  Irene  to  Penfylvania  two  years  ago,  vifited  the 
congregations  there,  and  in  particular  the  Indian  con- 
gregation, and  from  thence  went  to  Germany  by  way  of 
England  and  Holland.  The  fhip  was  fcarcely  got  into 
the  haven,  before  the  ice  was  driven  in  fuch  quantities 
from  the  fea  into  the  bay,  that  it  was  frequently  im- 
practicable for  a  kaiak  to  move  from  the  land.  Six 
Dutch  fhips  were  loft  in  the  north.     And  one  of  the 

*  It  has  been  obferved  in  a  former  year,  that  many  of  the  baptized 
aljedged,  as  tlie  reafon  for  their  riefiring  to  be  admitted  to  the  moft  intimate 
fellowfhip,  becaufe  they  obferved  fomcthing  particular  in  the  life  and 
condu£l  of  thofe  who  were  members  thereof,  and  cfpecially  after  their 
meeting,  they  could  read  in  their  cou.itsjiance  that  they  muft  have  enjoyed 
iiraething  unfpeakably  hapjy, 

tw© 
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two  Danifh  fhips  bound  for  Chriftian's-Hope  was  beat  to 
pieces,  but  the  people  were  faved. 

The  Greenlanders  however  fet  out  on  the  herring- 
fifliery,  and  as  no  miflionary  could  accompany  them  this 
time,  the  care  of  the  congregation  was  entrufted  to  the 
Greenland  helper  Peter ;  and  two  more  helpers  Jonalhan 
and  Nathanael  had  commiffion  to  keep  them  meetings  for 
edification  every  morning  and  evening.  A  fmall  com- 
pany of  baptized  remained  at  home,  and  many  ftrangers 
were  gathered  to  them  from  time  to  time.  Some  of 
them  came  to  vifit  their  relations,  and  were  glad  to  hear 
the  word  of  God,  and  promifed  foon  to  enter  into  a 
clofer  acquaintance.  Others  had  upgrown  children  here, 
fome  of  whom  were  married,  and  they  came  to  perfuade 
them  to  go  again  to  live  with  them.  But  when  they 
heard  they  were  baptized,  or  had  been  received  among 
thofe  who  are  more  fpecially  inftrudled ;  they  declared 
that  they  would  not  compel  their  children  by  force,  nor 
hinder  their  becoming  believers ;  but  as  for  themfelves, 
they  were  not  as  yet  difpofed  to  ftay  there,  or  to  become 
otherwife  than  they  were,  and  than  their  progenitors  had 
been  before  them. 

There  came  now  and  then  a  couple  of  kaiaks  from 
Piflikfarbik,  the  place  of  the  herring-fifhery,  with  re- 
ports of  the  ftate  of  the  baptized  there.  They  were  well 
in  body  and  foul,  excepting  thu:  aa  old  man  had  been 
drowned,  and  a  boy  who  having  already  four  fmall  feals 
in  his  kajak,  wanted  to  catch  the  fifth,  was  overfet,  and 
was  brought  out  of  the  water  almoft  dead.  The  commu- 
nication however  was  foon  cut  off  by  the  great  quantity 
of  floating  ice,  and  their  return  was  not  in  the  mott 
regular  manner.  Some  of  them  were  gone  to  feek  rein- 
deer, by  which  means  they  deprived  themfelves  of  many 
blefled  opportunities  of  enjoying  fomething  for  their 
hearts,  which  they  afterwards  repented  of  j  and  Peter, 
to  whom  the  care  of  them  was  committed,  was  fo  cha- 
grined about  a  few  diforderly  people,  that  he  feparated 
from  the  company,  Obferving  the  grief  this  caufed  his 
teachers,  he  took  it  fo  to  heart,  that  he  excluded  himfelf 
from  the  meetings  of  the  communicants,  till  after  having 
been  encouraged  to  faithfulnefs  for  the  future,  he  was 
bid  to  go  again  to  them. 

§4, 
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§4. 

It  was  neceffary  to  fpeak  with  the  Greenlanders,  after 
their  return,  feparately  and  individually,  to  know  the 
ftate  of  their  hearts  towards  our  Saviour,  and  what  had 
occurred  during  their  abfence  which  required  to  be  re- 
moved and  aboliftied,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to 
begin  the  winter  fo,  as  to  proceed  in  a  blefled  congre- 
gation-courfe  without  any  thing  to  impede  it.  As  fome 
refentment  againft  each  other  had  taken  place  in  fome  of 
them  while  they  were  away  from  us,  all  forts  of  unhappy 
confequences  were  apprehended ;  but  it  was  found  that 
the  holy  Spirit  had  continued  his  faithful  work  in  moft 
of  their  hearts  without  interruption,  even  during  their 
abfence  and  amidft  a  variety  of  uncommon  occurrences, 
and  that  many  of  them  had  got  a  more  fundamental 
knowledge  of  the  bloody  atonement,  and  more  feeling  in 
their  hearts  towards  the  wounds  of  Jefus,  than  was 
expelled.  Some  of  them  related  how  much  they  had 
wifhed  to  be  again  with  their  teachers,  being  often 
anxious  when  they  were  among  the  favages.  They 
refledted  with  deep  fhame  on  thofe  times  when  they  like- 
wife  were  heathen,  and  walked  in  darknefs.  Whatever 
was  not  of  a  happy  kind,  was  removed.  Thofe  who 
had  committed  a  fault,  acknowledged  it,  and  defired 
forgivenefs.  And  wherever  an  obdurate  heart  or  luke- 
warm mind  was  ftill  obferved,  that  perfon  was  excluded 
from  fome  meeting  which  he  ufed  to  prize  greatly,  till 
he  came  to  a  ferious  recolledlion,  and  it  was  evident 
that  he  was  concerned  to  obtain  a  true  fprinkiing  and 
healing  with  the  blood  of  Jefus. 

Thus  all  the  congregation  and  choir-meetings  could 
■  be  begun  again  in  their  ufual  order,  and  it  was  perceptible 
that  they  were  attended  with  new  grace.  But  the  chief 
thing  was  flill  wanting,  viz.  the  holy  communion, 
which  on  account  of  various  obftacles,  particularly  that 
they  were  fo  difperfed  from  May  till  October,  had  not 
been  adminiftered  in  five  months.  Some  came  of  their  own 
accord,  complained  of  the  want  of  it,  and  would  needs 
charge  their  own  felves  with  many  things  as  the  reafon 
©fits  fufpenfion.  Though  they  did  not  always  reach 
the  point,  yet  it  gave  the  brethren  real  pleafure  to  fee 
the  fpirit  of  open-heartednefs  and  confidence  continually 

gaining 
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gaining  ground  in  a  nation  ufually  referved,  fubtle  and 
fiot  apt  to  own  a  fault.  O6tober  1 5,  when  the  holy  com- 
munion was  to  be  adminiftred,  there  was  abundant 
reafon  both  to  rejoice  and  be  filled  with  ftiame  on  account 
of  their  hunger  and  thirft  after  the  body  and  blood  of 
Jefus,  which  was  moft  fenfibly  perceived  at  fpeaking 
previoufly  with  them  and  at  the  facramental  enjoyment. 
The  following  day  a  folemn  congregation-day  was  again 
held,  to  commemorate  the  confecration  of  the  chapel, 
though  the  congregation-days  are  ufually  kept  a  fortnight 
after  the  communion.  Firft,  a  part  of  the  diary  of  the 
Indian  congregation  at  Rio  de  Berbice  in  South-America, 
and  fome  chapters  out  of  St.  John's  gofpel  were  read ; 
then  fix  catechumens  were  received  into  a  more  fpecial 
preparation  for  baptifm ;  next  followed  a  fermon  com- 
memorative of  the  church's  confecration,  and  the  baptifm 
of  a  new-born  child,  and  finally  the  baptifm  of  five 
adults,  previous  to  which  was  a  difcourfe  concerning  the 
nature  of  this  facrament ;  and  then  this  blefled  day  was 
concluded  with  prayer. 

§5. 

In  this  year  thirty-fix  perfons,  twelve  of  whom  were 
children,  were  embodied  into  the  congregation  by  bap- 
tifm, and  much  eaufe  for  praife  was  found,  both  for  the 
means  grace  had  made  ufe  of  to  bring  them  to  llften  to  the 
word,  and  for  the  powerful  operation  of  the  blood  of 
Jefus  at  their  baptifm.  There  was  a  man  amongft  them 
who  came  to  the  congregation  with  his  family  two  year<s 
ago,  but  afterwards  he  went  away  again  in  difpleafure, 
becaufe  two  of  his  children  were  baptized  and  he  was  not 
deemed  fit  for  it ;  but  he  had  no  reft  till  he  returned  this 
fummer,  and  now  attained  with  more  effectual  blefling, 
what  he  before  wanted  as  a  prerogative,  and  might  have 
received  to  his  prejudice. 

Our  catechift  being  once  out  a  hunting,  heard  that  a 
Greenlander,  whofe  wife  was  juft  dead,  purpofed  bury<- 
ing  his  little  daughter,  half  a  year  old,  alive  with  her, 
becaufe  he  had  nobody  to  nurfe  it.  He  fent  one  of  our 
baptized  to  him  direftly,  and  defired  the  child  might  be 
given  to  him,  and  the  brother  returned  home  joyfully 
with  this  booty,  got  it  baptized,  and  gave  it  to  a  Green- 
land 
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land  fifter  to  be  nurfed.     It  was  a  weakly  child,  however 
it  lived  a  year. 

A  woman,  who  only  two  months  ago  had  prevailed 
on  her  huftand  to  come  and  live  with  the  believers,  did, 
out  of  the  free  impulfe  of  her  heart,  make  a  confeflion  of 
her  faith  at  her  baptifm,  which  was  the  more  agreeable 
and  credible,  as  it  had  neither  been  required  of,  nor  pre- 
meditated by  her,  but  was  accompanied  with  many  tears 
both  by  herfelf  and  thofe  w^ho  heard  it, 

§6. 

A  lively  work  of  grace  was  obferved  among  the  cate- 
chumens, and  when  they  came  to  beg  for  reception,  or 
were  fpoken  with  at  other  times,  it  was  plainly  to  be 
felt,  nay  it  was  legible  in  their  eyes,  that  they  were  con- 
cerned about  the  eflential  point,  forgivenefs  of  fin,  and 
life  and  happinefs  in  the  blood  of  Jefus.  Our  Greenland 
helpers  were  of  great  fervice  and  bleffing  to  fuch  people, 
and  when  they  fpoke  their  thoughts  of  them,  the  bre- 
thren could  not  but  admire  their  clear  infight  and  accu- 
rate feeling,  which  commonly  identically  coincided  with 
the  thoughts  of  the  teachers  ;  and  alfo  their  impartial 
teftimony,  as  they  did  not  fpeak  to  obtain  the  favour  of 
any  one,  fpared  no  one,  and  gave  no  better  teftimonies 
of  their  neareft  friends  and  relations  than  they  did  of 
llrangers. 

This  winter  feveral  women  and  young  people  were 
found  fit  to  be  taken  from  the  catechumens  as  candidates 
for  baptifm,  and  they  frequently  exprefied  their  defire  by 
their  tears :  but  as  the  heads  of  their  families  were  not 
fully  refolved  to  remain  with  the  believers,  a  reftraint 
was  neceflarily  laid  upon  thefc  poor  people,  till  the  chiefs 
had  taken  a  refolution  to  ftay  there ;  it  being  an  efta- 
blifhed  rule,  not  to  fufFer  any  one  who  has  been  baptized 
to  go  and  live  again  among  the  favages,  nor  to  baptize 
any  who  are  dependent  on  others  in  uncertain  hope. 
For  this  reafon  baptifm  was  alfo  refufed  to  fome  people 
who  were  ftirred  up  at  Kangek,  but  were  not  able  to 
prevail  upon  their  relations  to  move  to  the  believers ;  yet 
ere  long,  various  ftrange  providences  opened  a  way  for 
many  of  them  to  come  to  the  believers,  at  a  time  when 
they  leaft  expeded  it.     Thus  one  man,  who  twelve  years 
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ago  had  feme  calls  of  grace  in  his  heart,  which  he  always 
flighted,  was  drowned,  and  afterwards  his  widow,  who 
had  often  in  vain  repeated  her  requeft  for  baptiim,  could 
now  move  with  her  children  to  live  among  her  believing 
relations  without  moleftation,  and  obtain  what  fhe  had 
fo  much  defired  to  her  great  joy.  Another  unbaptized 
man,  who  was  bent  upon  removing  with  his  family, 
which  were  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God,  was 
fo  terrified  in  a  dream,  that  he  defifted  from  his  inten- 
tion. 

Six  pair  were  joined  together  in  matrimony,  among 
whom  was  Johanan,  who  had  been  in  Europe.  On  this 
occafion  it  is  obferved,  that  the  important  matter  of 
marriage  was  from  time  to  time  brought  into  an  order 
more  regular,  decent,  and  more  becoming  chriftians, 
and  that  this  was  attended  with  fewer  difficulties  than 
formerly  could  have  been  imagined. 

§  7. 

It  had  now  the  appearance  as  if  the  Beloved  purpofed 
vifiting  his  garden  more  frequently,  and  gathering  fuch 
of  his  pleafant  fruits  as  were  ripe  and  fit  for  the  harveft. 
This  gathering  to  eternal  life,  was  on  the  one  hand 
matter  of  joyous  reflexion  to  the  teachers,  but  in  fome 
inftances  very  painful,  as  in  this  manner  they  had  to 
furrender  up  fome  of  their  bcft  fellow-labourers. 

In  this  year  eleven  Greenlanders  departed  happily  to 
that  eternal  abode  they  panted  for,  amongft  whom 
were  Jonathan  and  Sophia,  two  of  the  moil  ufeful 
helpers. 

The  firft  of  them  came  hither  with  his  wife  from  the 
fouth  1743,  and  was  then  called  Kajo.  He  was  bap- 
tized at  Chriftmas  the  fame  year,  and  direilly  endowed 
with  fuch  a  witnefs-fpirit,  that  wherever  he  came,  he 
teilified  of  the  mercy  llievvn  him,  and  many  fouls  were 
gained  through  his  teftimony.  He  was  one  of  the  firft 
three  that  became  participants  of  the  facred  body  and 
blood  of  Jefus  in  the  facrament,  O£lober  28,  1747,  which 
had  a  mod  extraordinary  happy  effevSl  on  his  heart,  foul, 
and  membeis.  A  few  days  ago  he  was  feised  with  the 
contagious  burning  fever  and  pleurif/,  which  at  prefent 
is  epidemical  in  the  Spund,  from  whence  he  v/as  brought 

Vol.  IL  K  to 
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to  us.  He  faid  diie£tly  that  he  fhould  go  to  his  eternal 
home,  for  which  he  exprefled  an  ardent  defire.  He  foonloft 
his  hearing  and  fpeech,  but  his  lovely  countenance  {hew- 
ed what  his  heart  believed  and  loved.  September  the 
1 6th,  his  foul  had  the  favour,  "  In  Jefu's  fide  to  fly  from 
*'  hence, — to  its  eternal  refidcnce."  At  the  moment  of 
his  departure  the  laft  bleffing  was  imparted  to  him  with 
many  tears.  He  was  a  very  fmgular  man,  an  humble, 
finner-like  happy  heart,  enamoured  with  the  wounds  of 
Jefus,  always  courteous  and  chearful,  and  the  perfon  we 
could  moft  confide  in  of  all  our  fellow-labourers  among 
his  nation.  He  often  refrefhed  us  by  his  child-like  difpo- 
fition,  and  every  thing  that  he  heard  or  faw  of  our  Sa- 
viour or  his  people,  filled  him  with  joy.  We  bid  him  a 
final  adieu,  and  wept  heartily.  But  the  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  blefled  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  About  two  hundred  perfons  came  from  other 
places  to  his  burial,  and  brought  two  other  fick  people 
with  them.  They  walled  him  up  a  pretty  tomb,  for 
they  all  loved  and  refpeiled  him  very  much,  and  inward 
pain  was  vifible  in  every  countenance. 

Sophia  heard  the  word  of  atonement  the  flrft  time  at 
Kangek,  in  the  year  1 742.  Our  Saviour  diredlly  opened 
her  heart,  and  Ihe  was  alv/ays  an  attentive  hearer.  When 
we  went  to  vifit  the  heathen  there,  fhe  received  us 
with  joy,  and  frequently  lodged  us  for  a  fortnight  to- 
gether. But  in  a  fhort  time  fhe  was  obliged  to  follow 
her  hufband,  who  as  yet  was  not  at  all  of  the  fame  mind 
with  her,  200  leagues  northwards,  and  when  he  returned 
he  purpofed  going  almoft  as  far  fouthwards.  However, 
her  repeated  entreaties  prevailed  upon  him  to  remain  in 
this  diftricl,  and  as  fhe  faw  no  probability  of  being  able 
"to  dwell  here,  the  brethren  made  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule,  and  ventured  in  the  fpring  1744,  to  bap- 
tize her  at  her  place  of  abode  among  the  heathen  at 
Kangek.  She  adhered  inviolably  to  her  unfeen  Lord 
and  friend  amidft  all  the  temptations  of  the  favages,  and 
finally  was  fo  fuccefsful  through  her  teflimony  and  ex- 
emplar}^ v/alk,  that  in  autumn  the  fame  year  fhe  brought 
her  hufband  and  whole  family  hither.  In  1748  fhe  be- 
came a  partaker  at  the  Lord's  table.  She  loved  her  na- 
tion tenderly,  and  was  a  great  benefailrefs  to  the  poor. 

Her 
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Her  heart  was  tenderly  afFe6led  and  penetrated  by  the 
merits  and  wounds  of  Jefus,  nor  could  fhe  be  filent  about 
the  grace  and  happinefs  Ihe  experienced  therein,  but 
from  time  to  time  delivered  her  teftimony  of  the  grace  in 
the  blood  of  Jefus  to  upwards  of  a  thoufand  people,  and 
confirmed  it  by  her  unblemiftied  and  chearful  life  and 
converfation. 

Befides  thefe  two  blefled  fellow-labourers,  I  will  juft 
touch  upon  a  few  other  inftances  wherein  there  was 
fomething  particular :  as,  a  widow,  who  on  the  one  fide 
lived  an  unblameable  life,  but  yet  on  the  other  was  not  jfo 
fituated  in  her  heart,  that  it  could  be  faid  of  her  with 
certainty,  fhe  had  attained  to  a  true  and  abiding  con- 
nexion with  our  Saviour. 

On  the  other  hand  a  fingle  fifter  departed  this  life, 
who  formerly  was  much  contemned  by  the  Greenlanders 
on  account  of  her  llupidity,  but  after  her  baptifm  was 
greatly  beloved  and  reipefted  by  all  thofe  who  knew  how 
toeftimate  the  grace  of  our  Saviour. 

The  old  widow  Jael  likewiie  entered  into  her  refl-, 
after  having  lived  to  fee  forty  of  her  pofterity ,  which  is 
Ibmething  rare  in  Greenland.  She  herfelf  bore  (even 
children.  She  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  twenty-three 
grand-children  of  four  of  her  children,  and  ten  great- 
grand-chi;dren  of  four  grand-children.  Of  thefe,  two 
children,  {even  grand-children,  and  four  great-grand*- 
children  are  ftill  living,  and  thefe  thirteen  perfons  are  all 
in  the  congregation.  She  lived  with  her  children  many 
years  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  did  not  come  to  us  till 
the  year  1748.  Notwithftanding  her  great  age  fhe  was 
very  lively,  and  declared  her  ardent  defire  to  be  embodied 
in  the  chriftian  church  before  her  departure.  And  when 
the  grace  of  baptifm  was  conferred  upon  her  at  Chriftmas 
1749,  it  was  as  if  her  life  was  renewed,  and  fhe  fpent  the 
remainder  of  her  days  below  quite  lively  and  happy. 

Another  was  a  man  who  was  baptized  this  year,  and 
foon  after  entered  into  the  married  ftate,  in  which  he  lived  . 
happily  and  exemplaiily;  before  his  diflblution  he  cried 
out  feveral  times  with  his  arms  extended,  "  Ah  v/hat 
*'  bleffednefs  it  is  to  have  a  happy  heart !  iiovr  I  fhall 
*'  foon  be  with  my  Saviour," 

K  2  '        Daniel 
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Daniel  was  another;  before  his  baptifm  he  went  by 
the  name  of  Simelc,  of  whom  mention  has  frequently 
been  made  in  the  firft  years.  In  1739  he  liv^ed  with 
Samuel  Kajarnak  among  the  brethren,  but  removed  to 
Kangek,  afterwards  to  the  north,  and  finally  returned  to 
remain  here  in  1743.  He  was  baptized  in  1744,  after- 
wards became  a  partaker  of  the  holy  communion,  and 
now  clofed  his  quiet  and  happy  walk  with  our  Saviour 
and  his  people  here  on  earth,  as  an  inftance  of  the  truth 
of  that  promife  of  Jefus :  No  man  JJ)aU  pluck  them  out  of  my 
hand.  When  he  was  fick,  his  wife  was  fo  troubled  that 
fhe  often  fell  into  a  fwoon  ;  when  fhe  came  again  to  her- 
felf,  fhe  called  out  to  him :  "  Daniel,  haft  thou  our 
*'  Saviour  with  his  bleeding  wounds  ftill  before  thy 
*'  eyes  ?  Thou  wilt  probably  foon  go  to  him,  and  we  will 
«  follow  thee." 

§8. 

But  the  firft  grain  that  was  fown  in  the  earth  this  year, 
nay  the  firft  and  hitherto  only  European  helper  in  this 
miflion,  was  Mrs.  Drachart,  the  wife  of  the  Danifti 
miffienary.  Towards  the  end  of  laft  year  fhe  was  feized 
with  a  violent  burning  fever,  foon  after  fhe  came  to  live 
at  New-Herrnhut.  The  firft  day  of  this  year  fhe  was 
delirious,  but  it  was  of  a  lovely  kind  ;  fhe  incelTantly 
fung  verfes  of  her  own  compofing,  and  that  in  fuch  a 
coherent  manner,  as  if  fhe  had  been  one  of  the  moft  ex- 
cellent poets.  Towards  night  fhe  was  quite  ftill,  and  in 
a  fhort  time  afterward  fell  gently  and  happily  afleep  in 
the  Lord,  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  her  age.  Her  corpfe 
was  depofitcd  in  a  walled  fepulchre  in  the  burying-ground 
at  New-Herrnhut. 

This  incident,  fo  unexpected  to  her  hufband  Mr, 
Drachart,  together  with  a  ficknefs  he  cafually  got  laft 
year,  was  probably  the  motive  that  induced  him  to  take 
his  leave  of  the  colony  and  million.  He  had  two  lovely 
children,  whom  he  could  not  bear  to  fee  grow  up  wild 
among  the  Greenlanders,  but  wanted  them  to  be  educated 
in  the  fchools  of  the  Unity,  according  to  the  requeft  of 
their  late  mother.  And  as  the  eldeft  miffionary  of  the 
brethren  Matthew  Stach,  was  in  this  year  called  with  hi» 

family 
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family  from  hence  *,  being  propofed  as  miflionary  to  th^ 
Efquimaux,  (for  fome  circumftances  in  England  at  that 
time  feemed  to  open  a  door  for  carrying  the  gofpel  among 
them;)  the  Danifh  miflionary  laid  hold  of  this  opportu- 
nity to  travel  with  his  old  acquaintance  to  Herrnhut,  and 
to  deliver  his  children  into  the  fchools  of  the  Unity,  being 
for  the  reft  undetermined  whether  to  return  again  to  his 
miflion,  or  accept  a  vocation  in  his  native  country.  But 
he  was  fo  delighted  with  Herrnhut,  that  he  could  not'' 
refolve  to  remove  any  more  from  thence,  and  upon  his 
repeated  requeft  obtained  leave  to  ftay  there,  after  having 
made  application  for,  and  obtained  a  very  civil  difmiffion 
from  the  honourable  miflions-collejre. 

His  memory  is  ftill  a  good  odour  both  among  Euro- 
peans and  Greenlanders.  His  fermons,  concerning  God, 
and  our  Saviour  the  Lord  Js/us  Chrljl,  through  luhofe  Atone- 
ment and  all-fufficient  fatisfaifion  all  poor  finners  may  attain  to 
life  and  happinefs^  (as  the  words  are  in  a  written  teftimony 
fent  in  concerning  him)  had  fuch  an  fffeft  on  the  fer- 
vants  of  the  company  and  failors,  many  of  whom  were 
come  hither  as  very  ignorant  and  wild  people,  that  he 
had  always  a  fociety  among  them  of  fuch,  who  were 
fmcerely  defirous  of  their  falvation,  and  whofe  life  and 
converfation  tended  greatly  to  facilitate  his  office  among 
the  heathen.  He  had  the  happinefs  to  fee  an  abiding 
fruit  among  the  Greenlanders,  for  he  calculated  matters 
in.  the  beginning  fo  as  to  have  them  together  in  one  place, 
and  to  care  for  their  bodily  fuftenance  as  well  as  their 
fpiritual  welfare.  And  that  his  inftrudtions  made  a  laft- 
ing  impreffion  on  great  numbers  to  their  falvation,  has 
been  confpicuous  in  many  at  their  departing  this  life ;  but 
fuch  inftances  I  will  omit,  and  only  recite  the  following. 
A  long  time  after  his  leaving  the  colony,  a  man  bap- 
tized by  him  was  fick,  and  one  of  our  brethren  was 
defired  to  bleed  him.  The  prefent  miflionary,  who  was 
not  yet  mafter  of  the  language,  requefted  that  the  fick 
man  might  be  comforted  out  of  the  word  of  God ;  ac- 
cordingly the  brother  afked  him  how  he  felt  his  heart 
difpofed  ?  He  anfwered  with  parrhefy  ;  "  I  meditate  on 

*  His  coufin  Thomas  Stach,  and  Chriftian  Bernike,  who  came  hither 
five  years  ago,  the  firft  as  fchool-mafter  to  the  European  children,  and  the 
latter  to  affift  in  oeconoraical  affairs,  went  along  with  him  and  took  their 
families  alfo  to  Europe, 

K  3  «  ouj. 
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"  our  Saviour  who  died  for  me,  and  I  kifs  the  wounds 
'*  in  his  hands  and  feet.  I  call  frequently  to  mind,  nor 
"  can  I  forget,  what  I  heard  when  Pelijfmgoak*  was 
"  here,  and  baptized  me."  Upon  being  afked  farther : 
whether  he  could  depart  this  life  in  firm  reliance  on  our 
Saviour  ?  he  anfwered  :  *'  O  yes,  for  he  hath  purchafed 
*'  me  with  his  precious  blood,"  &c.  All  preient  were 
affe6bd  at  thefe  declarations. 

The  laft  twelve  years  have  fhewn  to  every  one's  joy 
and  edification,  that  miflionaries  of  two  different  confti- 
tutions,  but  of  the  fame  foundation  of  faith,  need  not 
let  their  paffionate  zeal  drive  them  afunder,  but  if  both 
fides  take  wifdom  for  their  guide,  they  may  conduct 
their  miffions  in  harmony,  gather  fouls  for  one  common 
Lord,  and  preferve  them  in  him,  without  the  one's 
labour  being  any  detriment  to  the  other.  Both  parties 
adopted  the  Auguftan  Gonfeflion,  and  ackrwwledged  ea«h 
other  in  that  refpeft ;  they  had  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one 
baptifm  ;  they  inculcated  in  both  churches  the  chief  and 
fundamental  article  of  the  proteftant  religion,  viz.  juf- 
tification  before  God  by  free  grace  through  faith  in  the 
all-fufficient  merits  of  our  Lord.  They  honoured  each 
other  as  fiithers,  and  loved  each  other  as  brethren. 
They  afljfted  each  other  with  counfel  and  deed,  particu- 
larly in  leading  the  awakened  fouls  to  Jefus,  and  no 
jarring  of  opinions  was  ever  obferved  among  them  or  their 
people.  Things  being  thus  conducted,  what  fource  could 
there  be  for  fchifm  among  the  believers,  or  calumny 
among  the  unbelievers  ? 

The  Danifh  miffionary  all  the  while  proceeded  in 
preaching,  teaching  and  baptizing,  according  to  the 
prefcribed  rules  of  his  church  j  and  the  brethren  accord- 
ing to  the  regulations  in  their  congregation ;  which  they 
however  looked  upon  as  fo  far  from  being  neceflary  in 
another  conftitution,  or  even  feafible  or  beneficial,  that 
they  faithfully  advifed  the  Danifh  miifionary,  not  to 
adopt  the  leaft  article  thereof  which  was  not  confiftent 
with  the  rules  of  his  church  ;  and  that  not  fo  much  from 
spprehenfions  oi  his  being  called  to  an  account  for  ^o 
doing,  but  principally,  that  nothing  might  be  introduced 

*  The  little  minifter.     So  the  Greenlanders  call  Mr.  Drachart,  to  di- 
ftinguifh  him  from  another  milTionary  who  was  taller, 

amons 
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among  the  Greenlanders  which  fooner  or   later  might 
caufe  difTenfions  among  them. 

I  ft  ill  remember  with  what  pleafure  the  late  Ordinary 
of  the  Brethren  read,  in  the  yearly  accounts  from  Green- 
land, the  report  of  this  famenefs  of  principle  and  unani- 
mity in  labour  between  thefe  two  miflions,  how  he 
extolled  it  and  recommended  it  as  worthy  of  imitation, 
and  how  earneftly  he  exhorted  our  brethren  to  continue 
in  this  courfe.  This  he  alfo  teftified  publicly.  In  his 
annotations  on  Dr.  WeifTman's  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  he 
fays  * :  *'  The  internal  harmony  between  the  brethren 
*'  and  the  Lutherans  there,  is  one  of  the  greateft  beauties 
*'  in  Davis's  Straits." 

^  §  9- 

Thus  much  I  thought  needful  to  remark,  in  order  to 

elucidate  the  exemplary  courfe  obferved  in  profecutin^ 
harmonioufly  the  converfion  of  the  heathen ;  and  will 
now  conclude  this  thir  dperiod  with  the  enfuing  departure, 
for  the  prefent,  of  our  and  the  Danifh  miflionary  from 
their  refpediive  blooming  miflions,  in  which  the  former 
had  been  engaged  eighteen  and  the  latter  twelve  years ; 
which  I  will  infert  in  the  identical  words  of  the  diary  at 
the  clofe  of  the  year  :  '*  We  thank  our  dear  Lord,  that 
he  hath  called,  enlightned  and  collected  this  congre- 
gation alfo  from  among  the  favages  by  his  Spirit 
through  the  gofpel,  who  hath  kept  them  hitherto, 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the  true  and  only  faith.  If 
there  had  been  no  more  than  two  or  three,  who  in 
truth  and  reality  had  gathered  themfelves  together 
around  Jefus,  it  would  ftill  have  been  a  congregation, 
according  to  our  Saviour's  own  words,  and  we  fhould 
have  efteemed  this  a  fufiicient  rev/ard  for  our  eighteen 
years  toil  and  trouble,  though  the  wifh  and  fcope  of 
our  labour  is  to  fave  many  thoufand  trophies  of  his 
crofs.  But  when,  at  reviewing  the  church-book,  we 
can  reckon  upwards  of  three  hundred  f  fouls  who 
have  been  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life,  more  than 
forty  of  whom  are  already  taken  to  the  marriage  of 
the  Lamb  above,  and  a  hundred  are  hungry  and  thirfty 

*  Stc  Natural  Reflixlonsy  p.  1S4. 

\  At  moving  into  the  winter-houfes  the  number  of  inhabitants  w:5> 
three  hundred  and  fifty,  forty  of  whom  came  this  funi:iier  fiom  among  the 
favages, 

K  ^  "  guefls 
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*'  guefts  at  the  Lord's-table  here  j  then  we  cannot  refrain 
"  crying  out : 

•*  Bleeding  Reconciler, 

"  Mankind's  life  and  healer  ! 

'*  If  times  numberlefs 
**  We  thy  feet  embraced, 
<'  Wept  them  wet  and  kifled 

"  For  th'  electing  grace, 
"  Still  we  nought  thereby  had  wrought : 

*'  Take  this  fmart's-reward,  and  gather 

"  Thoufand  hearts  yet  farther." 


BOOK    VIII. 

The  fourth  Period  of  the  Brethren's  Mijfion^  from 
the  fecond  Vifitation  in  iy§2,  to  the  ere5iing  of 
the  fecond  Miffion  in  1758. 

The  twentieth  Year  1752. 

§  I. 
H  U  S  a  confiderable  flock  of  Greenlanders  were 
gathered  to  Jefus  Chrift  by  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel,  were  moulded  into  a  congregation  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and  brought  into  fuch  order  inwardly  and 
outwardly,  that  amidft  all  defecSls  and  infirmities,  they 
might  in  truth  be  called  a  living,  blooming,  fruitful 
plant  of  the  heavenly  Father's  planting  ;  there  were  alfo 
good  hopes  that  the  Lord  would  further  continue  his 
benediclion,  to  the  right  unition  and  watering  thereof. 
On  this  account  it  was  thought  proper,  at  a  fynod  of  the 
brethren  at  Barby  in  Saxony,  An.  1750,  to  depute  one 
of  the  fervants  of  the  church  on  a  vifitation  there,  who 
might  confirm  their  regulations,  or  if  needful,  amend 
them  according  to  the  model  of  the  other  congregations 
and  miffions ;  but  particularly  to  examine,  whether  per- 
haps fome  baneful  blafl  had  wafted  hither  too  any  of  the 

noxiouE 
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noxious  feeds  of  thofe  fiftings  and  irregularities,  which 
had  brokc-in  in  feveral  congregations  for  fome  years  paft, 
but  were  now  happily  eradicated.  This  could  not  be 
efFe6lually  done  by  written  admonitions  and  refutations, 
but  by  the  perfonal  interpofition  of  fome  refpeftable 
labourer,  who  had  univerfally  remained  faithful,  and  was 
invefted  with  fpirit  and  power  *. 

Our  reverend  brother  Auguftus  Gottlieb  Spangenberg 
made  a  tender  of  his  fervice  for  this  bufmefs.  He  was 
lately  come  to  the  fynod  from  his  poft  of  many  years 
duration  in  America,  and  had  acquired  great  experience 
by  carrying  on  the  direftion  and  vifitation  of  the  congre- 
gations of  negroes  and  Indians  there.  But  when  he  w^ 
making  ready  for  his  journey,  his  wife  fell  fick,  and 
clofed  her  faithful  and  blefled  fervice  at  Herrnhut  in  the 
fpring  1 75 1.  By  this,  his  departure  was  delayed  till  it 
was  too  late,  and  therefore  foon  after  he  returned  to  his 
poft  in  America. 

But  the  bifhop  Johannes  or  John  de  Wattevllle  being  come 
back  in  1750  from  a  vifitation  in  North-America  and  the 
Weft-Indies,  where  he  had  regulated  upon  a  better  footing 
both  the  Indian  and  negro-congregations ;  he,  with  the 
confent  of  his  confort  the  countefs  Benigna  de  Zinzendorf 
and  her  parents,  undertook  in  this  year  1752,  the  Vifita- 
tion of  our  congregation  in  Greenland,  and  defired  for 
his  companion  the  miflionary  Matthew  Stach,  who 
was  then  in  the  Ordinary's  houfe  at  Weftminfter.  This 
brother  had  hitherto  fued  in  vain  to  the  Hudfon's-Bay 
company  for  leave  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  American 
Indians  belonging  to  their  faaories,  and  now  was  eaoerly 
waiting  to  fee  what  would  come  out  of  the  comrnerce 
which  fome  merchants,  belonging  to  the  united  brethren 
in  England,  intended  to  fet  on  foot  among  the  Efquimaux 
in  Terra  Labrador,  with  the  previous  knowledge  of  the 
Board  of  trade  and  plantations.  But  as  this  undertakmo- 
was  deferred  ftill  longer  by  reafon  of  feveral  intervening 
difficulties,  he  accepted  with  joy  an  intermediate  vifit  to 
his  old  beloved  Greenland,  and  haftned  to  Barby,  where 
he  expeaed  to  have  found  bifliop  Johannes.     But  he 

*  But  here  I  muft  premif.,  that  a  particular  grace  and  preiervation  of 
Qur  Saviour  had  prefided  over  theGreenlanders,  as  well  as  the  otfaer  heacnen 
congregations,  fo  that  little  or  nothing  of  this  ddufive  i^xsix.  was  found 
among  them,  • 

being 
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being  already  gone  from  thence,  he  ventured  to  make 
all  fpeed  after  him  by  way  of  Stettin,  and  was  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  crofs  the  Baltic  in  as  many  hours  as  he  had 
been  days  the  preceding  autumn,  and  found  the  Green- 
land fhip  juft  ready  to  fail. 

They  fet  fail  April  28  on  board  the  Brigltta,  captain 
Lars  Peterfen.  In  the  fame  fhip  went  Mr.  Bruun,  his 
wife  and  her  filler,  he  being  appointed  miflionary  at 
Goodhope  in  Mr.  Drachart's  place.  I  will  beg  leave  to 
introduce  once  a  fea-diary,  and  the  whole  procefs  of  the 
Vifitation,  in  bifhop  Johannes's  own  words,  from  a  rela- 
tion fen  t  to  his  father-in-law;  it  fhall  be  as  concife  as 
poflible,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  be  agreeable  to 
many.     He  whites  as  follows : 

*'  May  I,  a  large  fleet  of  (hips  ran  out  from  Helfmgoer 
*'  with  us ;  we  counted  64.  Our  vefl'el  out-ran  many, 
'*  and  failed  by  them.  We  fleered  along  the  Swedifh 
**  coaft,  and  on  the  2d  were  near  Shagen  in  Jutland, 
*'  and  fo  we  pafled  out  of  the  Cattegat  into  the  north- 
"  fea.  We  faw  great  fhoals  of  herrings,  which  heaped 
*'  themfelves  in  the  fea  like  little  waves.  The  4th  we 
*'  faw  the  coafl  of  Norway,  and  pafTed  Lindefnefs. 
"*  The  6th  we  lofl  fight  of  Norway,  and  the  9th  paffed 
*'  Fairhill  illand  near  Shetland,  and  of  courfe  entered 
**  the  weft  fea.  At  noon  we  faw  the  illand  Fulce. 
*-'  Thefe  three  laft  days  we  had  a  fine  eaft  wind,  with 
*  which  we  advanced  at  leaft  200  leagues.  The  14th 
'"^  we  had  a  pretty  hard  ftorm,  and  were  obliged  to  lie 
**  by  24  hours.  The  text  for  to-day  made  a  great 
*'  imprefljon  upon  us,  Adls  xxvii.  23.  There Jiood  by  me 
**  ihh  night  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  whofe  I  am  and  whom  I 
*'  ferve.  The  i8th  we  pafled  the  place  where  the 
'^  funken  land  of  Bufs  lies.  There  is  always  a  very 
*'  hollow  reftlefs  fea  here,  and  commonly  a  fog,  therefore 
•*  the  feamen  dread  ftormy  weather  moft  in  this  place. 
**  The  2ift  being  Whitfunday,  we  had  a  hard  ftorm 
"  from  the  north-eaft,  which  continued  all  the  three 
"  holidays  with  only  a  few  hours  intermiflion  now  and 
"  then ;  however,  it  did  not  hinder  but  haften  us. 
"  According  to  our  reckoning  we  were  not  far  from 

"  Stateii- 
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**  Statenhpok.  The  23d  we  overtook  the  two  fhips 
"  bound  for  Difko-Bay,  which  failed  8  days  before 
'*  us,  and  we  fpoke  with  them.  In  the  night  we  were 
*'  obliged  to  lie  by  again.  The  24th  we  pafled  Cape 
*'  Farewell,  and  entered  Davis's-Straits. 

*'  May  25  we  £aw  the  firft  ice,  and  failed  between  fome 
**  pieces.  The  27th  the  favourable  wind  we  had  had 
"  hitherto,  turned  againft  us,  or  was  very  flack.  We 
"  tacked  backward  and  forward,  and  had  fuch  a  fog 
'*  till  the  ift  of  June  that  we  could  often  fcarce  fee  the 
**  length  of  the  ihip  before  us.  When  the  mill  dif- 
*'  perfed,  we  faw  a  great  ifland  of  ice  near  us,  and 
*'  were  obliged  to  turn  the  (hip  about.  The  2d  we  got 
*'  the  moft  favourable  fouth-wind,  but  could  make 
*'  but  little  ufe  of  it,  for  the  3d  in  the  morning  we  were 
"  fo  impounded  with  ice,  that  we  faw  no  opening  nor 
"  end  of  it  towards  eaft,  weft  nor  north ;  the  water 
"  being  open  no  where  but  towards  the  fouth.  The  4th 
"  we  were  clofed  in  with  ice  on  all  fides,  and  plyed 
*'  round  in  it  till  noon.  Among  the  reft,  we  came  near 
*'  to  one  mountain  of  ice  that  pretty  much  refembled  in 
"  form  and  fize  the  ifland  Hween  between  Seeland  and 
*'  Shonen.  At  length  we  faw  open  water  again  towards 
*'  fouth -weft.  The  captain  made  a  bold  attempt  and 
*'  failed  happily  through  the  fields  of  ice,  and  then  kept 
*'  upon  the  tack  with  contrary  wind,  mift,  and  fnow 
"  till  the  nth,  trying  all  the  while  to  keep  clear  of  the 
"  ice,  which  at  firft  lay  only  on  the  north-eaft  of  us, 
**  but  afterwards  alfo  on  the  W.  and  S.  W.  and 
'*  ftraitened  us  more  and  more.  At  laft  we  perceived 
*'  towards  the  S.  E.  an  opening  between  two  great  fields 
*'  of  ice ;  we  failed  into  it,  and  attempted  to  pafs 
*'  through.  From  4  in  the  afternoon  till  10  at  night 
"  we  failed  between  thefe  great  icy  iflands,  and  many 
^*  thoufand  fmaller  pieces,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  holy 
?'  angels  we  worked  our  way  at  laft  through  a  very 
**  narrow  paflfage  into  more  room ;  yet  we  failed  the 
*'  whole  night  and  till  the  next  afternoon  between  fmaller 
*'  fields  or  flakes.  It  is  certainly  a  very  kind  providence 
*'  of  God,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  night  about  this  tiiue 
^  in  thefe  ftraits. 

«June 
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**  June  12,  in  the  morning  we  faw  the  firfl:  land,  and 
*'  about  nine  o'clock  we  could  fee  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
**  tains  clad  in  fnow,  but  we  were  ftill  above  twenty-four 
**  leagues  off.  About  ten  o'clock  a  curious  phenome- 
**  non  prefented  itfelf  in  the  heavens,  viz.  three  parhelions 
*'  or  mock-funs,  and  at  the  fame  time  fix  circles  be- 
*'  tween,  near,  and  around  them.  None  of  the  navi- 
*'  gators  had  feen  any  thing  like  it  before.  We  had  a 
*'  gentle  wejft-wind,  and  afterwards  a  brifk  fouth-wind. 
**  As  we  were  now  got  too  far  north,  we  were  obliged 
**  to  tack  about  on  the  13th  in  the  morning.  About 
"  eight  o'clock  we  made  for  the  land  again.  The  cur- 
**  rent  befriended  us,  fo  thr.t  we  reached  the  outermoft 
"  iflands  by  ten  o'clock.  There  the  firfl  favage  came  to 
*'  us,  and  then  two  Greenland  brethren,  but  the  wind 
**  was  fo  ftrong  that  they  could  not  get  on  board.  It 
"  appeared  very  curious  to  me,  when  I  faw  the  Green- 
**  landers  fwimming  about  the  fea  in  their  kajaks,  like 
**  ducks,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  high  waves  and  hard 
"  winds,  and  withal  fo  fwift,  that  they  always  kept  be- 
**  fore  the  (hip,  though  they  were  often  half  under 
*'  water.  Then  we  failed  between  Kangek  and  the 
*'  Kookcernen,  through  the  north -paflage  into  Ball's- 
"  River.  The  increafmg  wind,  which  at  laft  grew  to  a 
**  little  ilorm,  obliged  us  to  take  in  one  fail  after  the 
"  other,  and  yet  the  (hip,  with  one  half-fail  fpread, 
**  flew  by  one  ifland  after  another  like  an  arrow.  When 
5'  I  got  the  firfl:  fight  of  our  dear  New-Herrnhut,  my 
*'  heart  grew  exceeding  foft  and  the  tears  guflicd  into  my 
*'  eyes.  I  had  a  particular  impreflion  of  our  to-day's 
*'  texts ;  the  watch-word  was  :  lJp07t  Moioit  Zmi  /hall  be 
"  deliverance^  and  there Jloall be  hol'inejs^  (in  the  German,  n 
**  fanSiuary.)  Obad.  ver.  17.  *'  This  alfo  is  one  of  the 
**  mounts  of  the  Lord."  And  the  word  of  our  Saviour 
*'  was  Matt,  xxiii.  As  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
**•  wings.  This  was  juft  according  to  our  wifh  at  our  ar- 
"  rival  among  thefe  bare  and  barren  mountains.  The 
**  firft  fcripture-paflage  which  had  occurred  to  the  bre- 
*'  thren  there  on  new-year's  day,  (not  having  yet  receiv- 
"  ed  the  proper  annual  book)  was  Ifa.  Ivi.  8.  The  Lord 
*'  Cod  vjhkh  gathareih  the  oui-cajls  of  Jfraely  faith :  'tei.  'will 
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**  I  gather  others  to  him,  bejides  thofe  that  are  gathered  unto 
**  him  *.  Abeut  one  o'cloclcin  the  afternoon  we  came 
'*  into  the  haven  with  a  hard  wind  and  rain.  Scarce  had 
*'  we  dropped  anchor,  before  our  brother  Beck  came  on 
"  board,  the  reft  not  being  at  home.  Iwasjuft  going 
*'  up  the  fteps,  not  knowing  that  any  of  the  brethren 
*'  were  come,  as  he  came  down,  and  thus  he  ran  into 
"  my  arms,  and  I  embraced  him  before  he  knew  who  I. 
"  was,  but  when  he  looked  .at  me,  he  was  quite  tranf- 
"  ported  with  joy,  and  began  to  weep  like  a  child.  This 
*'  fudden  commotion  of  joy  had  fuch  an  efFedl  upon  him, 
*'  that  he  loft  his  ague  diredly,  from  a  fit  of  which  he 
*'  was  then  juft  rifen.  In  the  mean  time  the  fhip  was 
*«  moored  with  a  cable  to  great  iron-rings  driven  into  the 
*'  rock,  and  the  ftorm  rofe  to  fuch  a  degree  that  we  were 
*«  obliged  to  be  drawn  afhore  in  a  boat  with  a  rope. 
"  Thus  we  ht  foot  on  Greenland-ground  in  the  name  of 
*«  Jefus,  and  walked  a  mile  to  New-Herrnhut." 

§3. 

Now  before  I  relate  his  labour  among  the  Green- 
landers,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
ftate  of  things  this  winter.  It  was  one  of  the  moft  dread- 
ful v/intersthat  ever  was  known.  The  cold  was  perfe6l- 
ly  horrible,  and  held  from  February  till  towards  Eafter 
with  little  intermiflion,  fo  that  the  inlets  were  frozen 
over  and  blocked  up  with  ice  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  often- 
times not  a  kajak  could  ftir  in  the  water  j  and  not  only 
fo,  but  the  weather  was  fo  unfettled  and  attended  with 
fuch  frequent  ftorms,  fnow  and  rain,  that  the  Green- 
landers  could  feldom  go  abroad,  and  when  they  did,  were 
not  fure  of  their  lives  one  day,  and  came  home  with  their 
hands  and  faces  frozen,  but  feldom  with  one  fmgle  bird. 
Yet  amidft  all  this  danger,  only  one  young  Greenlander 
was  carried  away  by  the  impetuofity  of  the  waves  in  2 
naonftrous  tempeft,  and  found  again  three  months  after  iu 
his  kajak  half  devoured  by  the  ravens  and  foxes.     Jan.  8. 

*  The  brethren  did  not  receive  the  annual  book  for  this  year  till  this 
fhip  arrived.  When  they  opened  it  amidft  the  joy  at  Johannes's  arrival, 
they  caft  their  eye  upon  thofe  words :  BhJ]e4  kt  Gsd,  who  kath  fent  his, 
angel,  and  deli'vered  his  fervar.ti,  Dan.  iii.  23.  **  Thofs  who  fur  his  fake 
«^  jthcir  life  did  venture,  in  the  holy  v.-ar." 

there 
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there  was  another  fuch  hurricane  accompanied  with 
Lightening,  and  the  brethren's  dwelling-houfe  and  chapel 
was  very  near  being  thrown  down ;  it  tottered  and  crack- 
ed like  a  fhip  in  a  tempeft.  A  few  days  before,  ths 
waves  had  (battered  their  new  and  largeft  boat  in  fuch  a 
violent  ftorm  as  none  of  them  had  ever  feen,  although  it 
was  drawn  upon  land  and  tied  to  a  poft;  they  and  the 
Greenlanders  ventured  fo  far  in  to  fave  it,  that  the  waves 
went  over  their  heads,  and  afterwards  they  had  fom© 
weeks  work  in  a  ftill  greater  cold  to  repair  it. 

And  yet  this  was  not  their  greateft  diftrefs.  A  mofl 
fliocking  cold  followed,  which  brought  the  poor  Green- 
landers  into  a  great  dearth  and  danger  of  perifhing  by 
hunger  and  cold,  and  in  other  places  many  favages  actual- 
ly died.  Our  brethren  conftantly  let  one  company  of 
Greenlanders  after  another  come  by  turns  into  their 
rooms  to  warm  themfelves  throughly,  though  they  would 
have  liked  better  to  have  had  train  to  give  them  alfo  for 
burning.  However  they  diftributed  dried  capelins  among 
the  poor  families,  and  when  they  were  fpent,  they  gave 
them  their  ftock  of  peafe.  They  alfo  exhorted  the 
wealthy  Greenlanders  not  to  Ihut  up  their  hearts  againft 
their  poor  diftreiled  brethren  and  fifters,  but  to  impart 
what  they  had  to  them  as  long  as  they  had  any  thing  left, 
without  taking  thought  for  the  morrow.  This  incite- 
ment had  fuch  a  good  efFedl,  at  leaft  among  the  commu- 
nicants, that  it  needed  no  repetition.  Now  and  then  the 
men  brought  home  a  couple  of  birds,  and  towards  Eaf- 
ter  a  feal,  and  the  women  and  children  caught,  though 
rarely,  a  couple  of  little  fifhes  under  the  ice ;  and  by 
thefe  means  they  kept  themfelves  from  ftarving  till  the 
beginning  of  March,  when  there  was  fo  much  opening 
in  the  water  that  fome  of  them  could  make  their  way  to 
the  iflands.  But  moft  of  them  came  back  foon,  becaule 
there  was  lefs  to  be  done  there  than  here  becaufe  of  the 
bad  weather  ;  but  the  return  of  the  reft  was  cut  off,  part- 
ly by  the  cold  that  broke  in  again,  and  by  the  ice,  whicli 
ftretchcd  itfelf  within  and  without  the  land  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  fee,  and  partly  by  a  ftorm,  which  fhattered 
moft  of  their  boats  to  pieces.  However  at  laft  they  were 
fetched  back. 

la 
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In  fuch  rigorous  circumftances  the  ufual  meetings 
could  feldom  be  kept  in  their  order,  for  either  the  fu- 
rious weather  imprifoned  them  all  in  their  houfes,  or  the 
feir  weather  (which  was  a  great  rarity)  enticed  them  all 
to  fea.  But  few  as  the  opportunities  for  mutual  edifica- 
tion were,  yet  no  diminution  was  perceived  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  inner  man  in  that  grace  which  exerted  itfelf 
powerfully  eveiy  where  and  in  all  circumftances.  It 
wasjuft  as  our  Saviour  faid,  Mark  iv.  26,  Sic.  "  So  is 
*'  the  kingdom  of  God,  as  if  a  man  fhould  caft  feed  into 
**  the  ground,  and  fhould  fleep  and  rife  night  and  day, 
*'  and  the  feed  fhould  fpring  and  grow  up,  he  knoweth 
"  not  how,"  becaufe  it  fell  on  good  ground,  where  the 
word  was  heard,  underftood,  cherifhed  in  a  good  heart, 
and  mixed  with  faith. 

§4. 

In  the  mean  time,  forbidding  as  the  weather  was, 
their  vifits  to  the  heathen  were  not  quite  omitted.  In 
January  they  vifited  at  Kangek.  There  were  always 
fome  that  heard  the  word  with  attention,  and  gave  their 
afTent  to  it,  though  but  few  had  fuch  hearts  and  ears  as 
our  Lord  requires  for  the  reception  of  his  do6trine. 
It  was  obfer\'ed,  that  when  the  brethren  ufed  this  ex- 
prefEon  :  "  He  hath  redeemed  us"  they  commonly  took 
it,  as  if  Chrift  died  only  for  us  Europeans;  therefore 
they  were  obliged  carefully  to  fubftitute  _/or  jcz^ ;  but  (a^ 
the  Lutheran  catechifm  fays)  this  alfo  requires  believing 
hearts.  An  old  grey-headed  man  bemoaned  himfelf, 
that  he  was  paft  learning  luch  things ;  but  he  was  told, 
that  he  need  not  fyftematically  learn,  but  only  believe 
tiiem  ;  for  his  gomg  to  cur  Saviour  as  a  loft  man,  juft  as  he 
felt  himfelf,  and  his  afking  him  for  abfolution  from  fm  and 
the  fulnefs  of  grace,  did  not  require  a  retentive  memory, 
nor  that  he  fhould  torture  his  brains  with  intenfs  re- 
flection, no,  nothing  was  requifite  but  the  cries  of  ua- 
afFecled  diftrefs,  and  an  upright  mind  to  be  fet  free. 

One  brother  writes  thus  ;  "  On  Sunday  I  had  firft 
"  a  hearty  converfation  with  our  Greenlanders,  after- 
**  wards  fome  of  the  favages  came  to  the  preaching, 
*'  which  treated  of  the  happinefs  a  perfon  can  enjoy  here 
"  below,  if  he  believes  in  our  Saviour  and  loves  him 

"■^  above 
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*'  above  all  things.  Then  I  afked  fome  men  who  had 
•*  been  long  convinced  and  llirred  up,  virhat  it  was  that 
**  hindered  them  from  furrendering  themfelves  up  to  our 
*'  Saviour,  who  had  fpent  fo  much  upon  them  ?  For 
*'  a  good  while  they  evaded  coming  to  the  point,  but  at 
*'  laft  they  made  a  confeffion  to  this  effeft,  that  they, 
"  like  other  men,  let  themfelves  be  fooled  and  infatuated 
*'  with  pleafure,  pride  and  avarice,  or  deterred  by  the  fear 
*'  offnamc,  or  the  cares  of  a  livelihood,  fo  that  the  word 
*'  {hared  the  fate  of  the  feed  that  was  choaked  among 
*'  thorns.  I  told  them,  that  if  they  would  but  love  our 
*'  Saviour  above  all  things,  who  had  purchafed  them 
*'  at  fo  dear  a  rate,  the  efficacy  of  his  blood  would  foon 
*'  evidence  itfelf  fo  effectually  on  their  hearts,  that  they 
*'  would  be  able  joyfully  to  bid  adieu  to  luft,  pride  and 
*'  covetoufnefs,  becaufe  therefore  our  Lord  was  cruci- 
«  fied. 

*'  The  24th  of  Jan.  we  vifited  in  five  houfes  further 
*'  north.  In  one  houfe  my  heart  was  quite  warm  and 
'^  my  mouth  quite  open,  becaufe  fome  defurous  fouls 
*'  were  there.  But  in  another  houfe  they  were  perfedlly 
*'  infenfible,  and  though  they  underftood  what  I  faid, 
**  yet  they  made  as  if  they  had  no  ears ;  they  were  poor 
*'  deplorable  creatures  outwardly  and  inwardly. 

*'  The  25th,  we  vifited  in  fix  other  houfes,  and  had 
*'  an  opportunity  to  pourtray  before  the  heathen  their 
*'  Creator  and  Redeemer  in  his  crofs's  attitude.  Moft 
"  of  them  that  came  hither  laft  year  from  Statenhook, 
*'  were  more  defirous  of  bread  and  needles,  than  of  the 
"  word  of  our  SavioiB'.  I  told  one  of  them,  that  I 
<'  wifned  he  had  a  hunger  for  the  imperifhable  food ; 
'*  he  entered  into  a  dialogue  with  me  about  it,  and  it 
*'  was  very  near  turning  out  with  him  as  it  did  with 
**  the  Samaritan  woman  at  the  well.  Some  old  Kan- 
'*  germers,  who  have  made  too  light  of  the  thing  they 
'*  call  believ'mg,  defired  to  hear  fomething  of  God.  I 
*■'  told  them,  they  knew  already,  that  God  liad  made  all 
*'  things,  but  now  I  would  tell  them  fomething  more, 
*'  viz.  that  the  Saviour  of  all  men  had  fhed  his  blood 
"  for  them  alfo,  and  if  they  did  not  experience  this  in 
**  their  hearts  to  cleanfe  them  from  fin,  all  their  feigned 
*'  believing  would  be  of  no  fcrvice  to  them.      Some 

wondered 
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•*  wondered,  others  faid  in  their  old  cold-hearted  way : 
**  we  believe  fufficiently."  We  fpent  the  night  with 
."  Anna's  brother ;  he  is  now  the  only  one  of  the  late 
*'  Samuel's  relations  that  does  not  live  with  us ;  and  it  is 
'*  probable  he  will  not  be  able  to  reft  much  longer  among 
**  the  wild  natives,  for  every  creature  almoft  in  that 
"  houfe  is  convinced,  and  even  when  they  would  fall  afleep, 
*'  they  are  continually  roufed  again  by  the  frequent  ex- 
*'  citations  of  our  Gieenlanders,  who  always  call  upon 
*'  them  when  they  go  by.  As  it  threatened  to  be  bad 
*■*  weath€r  again,  we  haftened  home  the  26th,  and  had 
*'  the  pleafure  of  bringing  with  us  a  couple  of  fouls  more, 
**  who  had  a  defire  of  living  with  us,  and  learning  to 
**  know  our  Saviour." 

At  another  vifit  made  in  April,  chiefly  for  the  fake  of 
the  baptized,  who  fojourned  ?u:  Kangek  to  procure  food, 
they  found  but  few  favagcs  left,  moft  of  them  being 
driven  by  hunger  further  fouth ;  but  they  found  llill 
fewer  whofe  hearts  and  ears  were  unclofed.  An  unbap- 
tized  woman,  who  had  lived  once  before  with  the  bre- 
thren, got  leave  to  move  to  her  teachers  at  the  removal 
of  her  friends  to  the  fouth,  and  fome  of  thofe  were 
touched  too.  Before  they  went,  the  brethren  bought  their 
old  houfe  of  them,  to  fupply  their  want  of  fireing  with 
its  wood-work. 

At  a  third  vifit  in  Kookoernen,  they  fpied  the  fhip, 
but  durft  not  venture  from  the  iflands  becaufe  the  wind 
was  too  ftromg,  neither  did  they  get  home  till  the  day 
after  Johannes's  arrival  *.  Now  we  ihall  follow  the 
thread  of  the  diary. 

§  5. 

Bifhop  Johannes  continues :  "  The  firft  thing  W2S, 

"  to  hear  from  our  brethren  the  flate  of  things  among 

*'  the  Greenlanders  fince  the  laft  ftiip  failed.     Then  I 

*'  and  Matthew  Stach  vifited  all  our  Greenlanders  in 

*  They  difpatched  Nathanael  the  Greenlander  in  hh  kajak  to  the  flilp, 
to  fee  %vho  was  come  in  her.  His  report  was,  that  he  faw  MatheferfoaJc 
{i.e.  the  tall  Matthew,  by  way  of  dift;nftioa  from  another  of  the  fame 
name)  and  fomebody  elfe  with  him,  who  loolced  very  loving.  As  they 
■were  going  home,  Nathanael  met  them  again,  and  /houted  to  them  with 
oy  :  Jchar.r.cz  Afftrick  t'lktrarfafe,  "  Johannes  the  ioying,  ij  come  to  fee 
.ou."  Since  that  time  the  Greenlanders  have  diftihgiiifltei  hift  by  this 
.''  pithet  from  other*  of  thg  fame  name. 

^   Vol.  II.  L  «*  their 
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*'  their  tents,  and  they  vifited  me  very  much  in  my 
**  roam  to-day  and  the  following  days,  and  knew  not 
**  how  to  exprefs  fufficiently  their  joy  at  our  arri- 
*»  val. 

**  In  the  evening  I  kept  the  ufual  meeting.  I  fpoke 
**  in  German,  and  one  of  the  brethren  tranflated  one  kn- 
*■'  tence  after  the  other  into  Greenlandifh,  and  we  con- 
"*'  tinued  this  method  the  whole  time  of  my  abode  here. 
**  The  number  of  the  Greenlanders  prefent  was  about 
*'  150,  the  reft  were  either  not  returned  from  the  cape- 
*'  lin  fifhery,  or  were  abroad  in  the  Sound  and  iflands 
**  at  their  ufual  fummer-places.  I  cannot  exprefs  how 
*'  my  heart  felt,  at  the  fight  of  a  congregation  of  Jefus 
"  gathered  out  of  this  nation ;  and  many  a  tear  was 
**  prelTed  out  by  my  tendernefs  towards  them.  At  the 
*'  fame  time  I  faw,  that  no  one  can  form  a  complete  idea 
**  of  the  Greenlanders  by  feeing  a  few  of  them  out  of 
**  their  own  land,  where  they  are  not  at  all  in  their 
"  right  element.  They  feem  to  refemble  very  much  the 
*'  North- American  Indians,  they  are  of  the  fame  colour, 
**  and  cannot  well  have  come  to  Greenland  from  any 
"  other  quarter  but  the  coafts  of  North-America.  Their 
*'  nature,  genius,  and  manner  of  life  differs  indeed  a 
"  good  deal  from  the  Iroquois  in  Canada,  and  they  have 
"  probably  a  nearer  fimilarity  with  the  Hudfon's-Bay 
**  Indians,  Our  Greenlanders  are  a  mixture  of  phleg- 
"  matic  and  fanguine,  but  the  Iroquois  are  a  compo- 
*'  fition  of  melancholy  and  choler.  The  latter  are  alfo 
'  **  more  grave,  and  not  fo  childifh  and  trifling  as  moft 
*'  of  the  Greenlanders  ;  though  it  is  certain  there  are 
*'  fome  truly  folid,  manly,  fteady  people  among  them. 

"  In  the  evening  we  Germans  ftayed  a  good  while 
'*  together,  and  then  I  read  through  the  diary  of  this 
"  year,  to  make  myfelf  rightly  acquainted  with  the 
"  courfe  of  the  Greenland  congregation. 

**  June  14,  I  kept  the  morning-meeting  on  the  words  : 
"  /  am  ccme  to  fend  fire  on  the  earthy  Sec.  Afterwards  I  took 
*'  a  view  of  the  country  round  New-Herrnhut.  No  one 
**  would  expe(Sl  to  find  fuch  a  plcafant  place  in  fuch  an 
•■'  unpleafant  land.  The  country  confifts  entirely  of  bald 
*'  rocks,  thinly  interfperfed  with  fpots  and  veins  of  earthy 
"  or   rather  fand.      But  our   houfe,  area,  garden,  &c. 

^'  look 
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•*  look  very  regular  and  decent,  and  all  the  adjacent  land 
*'  round  about  the  place,  where  once  not  a  blade  of  grafs 
*'  grew  in  the  fand,  is  now  enrobed  with  the  mofl: 
*'  beautiful  foliage,  fo  that  New-Herrnhut  may  b« 
*'  called  a  garden  of  the  Lord  in  a  moft  frightful  wil- 
*'  dernefs  *. 

**  While  we  were  thus  taking  a  furvey  of  the  coun- 
*'  try,  our  brethren  Boehnifh,  Soerenfen  and  Ballcnhorft 
**  came  failing  home  from  the  Kookcernen.  But  believe 
*'  me,  you  will  fcarce  be  able  to  imagine  what  joy  wc 
**  felt,  and  what  tears  we  dropped,  at  the  fight  of  each 
•'  other.  Many  Greenlanders  came  home  too,  and  I 
*'  kept  them  another  difcourfe  on  the  yefterday's  word. 
**  After  all  we  had  a  ferious  converfation  about  the 
*'  courfe  of  this  congregation,  which  was  the  bafis  of  all 
*'  our  enfuing  conferences,  and  had  a  blefled  and  durable 
"  efFea. 

*'  The  15th  of  June,  we  had  rain  all  day.  I  begun 
•*  to  employ  my  fpare  hours,  as  I  had  done  at  St. 
*'  Thomas's,  in  bringing  the  church-regiller  into  order, 
*'  out  of  the  catalogues  of  thofe  who  were  baptized,  be- 
*'  come  communicants,  married,  and  departed  this  life; 
*'  and  I  added  a  (hort  fketch  of  the  courfe  of  life  and 
'*  charader  of  every  one  that  was  fallen  afleep.  It  was 
**  a  pleafant  work  to  me.  At  the  fame  time  I  read 
"  through  all  the  diaries  from  the  beginning,  in  order 
**  to  obtain  a  connected  view  of  what  has  been  done 
*'  in  this  miflion.  Mean  while  I  was  feldom  half  an 
*'  hour  without  being  vifited  by  the  Greenlanders,  who 
*'  often  truly  refrefhed  me  by  their  friendly  mien  and 
"  manner,  though  I  could  not  underftand  their  words. 
"  I  kept  the  meeting  of  the  Greenlanders  as  I  mentioned 
**  before,  and  we  had  a  conference  which  lafted  till  one 
*'  o'clock  at  night. 

*'  The  1 6th,  I  went  on  board  the  fhip  ;  after  that,  t 
**  vifited  the  Miffionary  and  the  factor  with  much  plea- 
**  fure,  and  faw  the  regulations  at  the  colony,  and  the 
*'  Greenlanders  there.  In  the  afternoon  we  fpicd  a  fhip 
"  near  the  iflands,  and  foon  after  a  Greenlander  brought 
«'  a  letter  to  the  brethren  from  captain  Jacob  Benzen, 
»'  requefting  them  to  come  to  his  afliftance.  They  went 
'   •  I  referve  the  more  ample  defcrip'.ian  of  this  place  for  the  hH  book, 

L  2  ♦*  out 
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*'  out  to  him  direcSlly  with  their  boat  and  fome  women's- 
*'  boats  and  kajaks,  and  the  17th  they  towed  the  fhip 
**  into  the  harbour.  They  were  all  wet  with  rain. 
*''The  /hip  failed  a  fortnight  before  us  from  Copen- 
**  hagen,  and  fhould  have  gone  to  Frederic's-hope  the 
*'  fouth-colony,  but  (he  loft  her  boat  and  fuftained  other 
"**  damage  in  two  ftorms,  the  flrft  at  the  funken  land 
**  of  Bufs,  and  the  laft  on  Whitfunday  near  Staten- 
**  hook,  which  laft  ftorm  we  had  a  tafte  of  too.  Their 
*'  kitchen  and  pump,  nay  every  thing  upon  deck,  was 
**  wafhed  away  by  the  waves,  fo  that  they  did  not  pre- 
*'  ferve  fo  much  as  a  bucket  to  draw  water.  At  laft 
**  they  were  obliged  to  run  in  here  to  procure  affiftance. 
*'  Some  of  our  Greenlanders  brought  the  fhip  to  ah 
*'  anchoring-place  near  Kangek,  for  which  and  other 
*'  fervices  the  captain  fliewed  his  gratitude  very  gene- 
*'  roufly. 

**  June  18,  the  Sunday- meetings  were  In  the  order 
*'  they  always  ufed  to  be.  In  the  forenoon  I  kept  the 
*'  choir-meetings,  and  could  exprefs  my  heart  and  mind 
*'  to  every  choir  plainly  and  fully.  In  the  afternoon  the 
*'  fermon  was  on  Ifa,  liii.  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs^ 
*'  &c.  Some  of  the  fhip's  crew  were  alfo  among  the 
*'  hearers.  In  the  evening  was  the  Liturgy  of  all  the 
**  baptized  Greenlanders,  in  which  the  litany  was  pray- 
**  ed.  A  peculiar  grace  refts  upon  this  meeting,  and  it 
**  has  fomething  divine  which  w^ry  particularly  dif- 
**  tinguiflies  it.  It  is  a  refpedlable  fight  to  fee  the 
**  Greenland  congregation  in  their  devotion  and  fuppli- 
*'  cation,  and  this  opportunity  is  fo  important  to  them, 
**  that  it  is  principally  for  the  fake  of  it  that  they  come 
**  on  Sundays  from  places  of  fix  or  ten  leagues  diftance, 
**  and  muft  often  fet  off"  again  in  the  night.  At  thecon- 
*'  clufion,  I  prayed  with  them  on  our  knees  with  many 
*'  tears.  When  the  words  that  clofe  the  Litany,  viz. 
•*  O'er  all,  bleft  Lord,"  &c.  are  fung  choir-wife,  it 
**  founds  very  beautiful  and  grand  in  Greenlandifh,  and 
"  the  Greenlanders,  efpecialiy  the  fifters,  fing  better 
"  than  one  would  imagine.  After  the  liturgy,  notice  was 
'*  given  that  th'-  communicants  would  do  well  to  be  at 
'*  home  in  good  time  thii.  week,  becaufc  they  would  all 

''  be 
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**  be  fpoken  with  before  the  approaching  communion. 
"  Oh  how  pleafed  did  they  look  at  hearing  this  !  • 

*'  The  20th,'  three  brethren  went  to  Kangek  to  fetch 
"  wood,  which  they  had  bought  there.  The  reft  of  us 
*'  vifited  fome  ftrange  Greenlanders,  and  fpoke  largely 
**  with  them  of  our  Saviour.  They  had  pitched  their 
**  tents  about  a  thoufand  paces  from  our  houfe,  which 
*'  pleafed  me,  becaufe  by  this  means  they  give  us  lefs 
*^  difturbance  than  might  be  expedled  from  fuch  wild 
*'  people.  My  heart  felt  juft  as  it  did  at  the  vifit  of  the 
*'  Indians  in  Nefkopeko  on  the  Sufquehannah. 

*'  The  2 1  ft,  many  Greenlanders  came  home.  I  made 
**  a  beginning  of  fpeaking  with  them.  My  heart  was 
**  quite  alive  in  it.  With  refpeil  to  their  connexion 
*'  with  our  Saviour,  they  exprefled  themfelves  with  a 
*'  true  feeling  of  their  hearts ;  and  in  the  point  of  the 
"  Lord's-fupper,  with  more  plainnefs  and  reality  than  1 
*'  expected. 

*'  The  22d,  I  faw  how  the  boys  exercife  in  their 
"  kajaks,  how  they  overfet  in  various  ways,  rife  again 
*'  of  themfelves,  go  under  the  water  and  up  again  in  the 
*'  midft  of  their  rowing,  and  perform  other  evolutions 
*'  that  are  really  furprizing.  Our  brethren  train  up  all 
"  their  young  people  from  their  youth  to  manage  their 
*'  kajak,  and  to  learn  thofe  exercifes  as  completely  as 
**  poflible ;  for  thofe  who  do  not  learn  them  in  their 
*'  youth,  never  acquire  them  afterwards,  or  at  leaft  with 
"  great  difficulty.  Another  thing  that  no  lefs  pleafed 
**  me  was,  that  they  wean  their  people  more  and  more 
^  from  the  rein-deer  hunt,  and  encourage  them  in  feal- 
?*  catching,  which  has  good  confequences  many  ways. 
'*  Our  Matthew  and  Johanan,  who  were  in  Europe, 
*'  are  good  earners,  are  both  now  married,  adapt  them- 
*'  felves  very  well  again  to  the  Greenland  way  of  living, 
**  and  are  inwardly  in  a  happy  track.  It  is  agreeably  to 
^'  be  feen  oa  many  occafions,  that  they  have  vifited  other 
*'  congregations,  and  have  profited  by  it. 

**  To-day  nine  women's-boats  of  our  Greenlanders 
**  came  home ;  in  fome  boats  there  were  ten  or  twelve 
"  people.  It  was  quite  delightful  to  fee  how  they  came 
**  rowing  along,  and  rejoicing  to  be  with  their  teachers 
**  again.     In  the  meeting  of  the  communicants,  one 

L  2  **  who 
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*'  who  had  been  excluded  for  fome  time,  was  abfolved 
**  and  re-admitted,  at  which  he  fhed  many  tears. 

*'  The  23d,  twenty  brethren  and  fifters  who  were 
**  newly  propofed  as  candidates  for  the  Lord's-fupper, 
*'  were  fpoken  with  apart,  and  then  I  kept  them  all 
'*  together  a  difccurfe  on  the  unfpeakable  favour  our 
*'  Saviour  had  intended  for  them  in  the  facrament  of  his 
*'  body  and  blood.  Their  eyes  could  not  long  with- 
"'  hold  from  tears.  We  a1fo  fpoke  with  thofe  that 
**  were  propofed  as  candidates  for  baptifm  and  re- 
"  ception. 

"  The  24th,  being  the  feaft  of  John  the  Bapti/?,  was  a 
"  happy  day  for  New-Heirnhut,  on  which  the  Lamb  of 
*'  God  walked  very  gracioully  and  glorioufly  in  his  con- 
"  gregation.  After  the  ufual  morning-devotion,  was 
*'  the  firft  meeting  for  the  Greenlanders  at  half  hour 
"  after  nine ;  there  were  above  three  hundred  prefent. 
"  After  an  extenfive  baptifmal  difcourfe,  the  candidates 
*'  anfwered  the  queftions  afked  them  with  a  melted  be- 
"  lieving  heart.  Then  I  and  Matthew  Stach  laid  our 
*'  hands  on  three  men,  and  claimed  their  fouls  from  all 
*'  demand  of  Satan  and  the  powers  of  darknefs  for  our 
*'  Saviour,  to  be  the  eternal  reward  of  his  tra\  ail.  Then 
"  I  performed  the  baptifmal  rite  in  the  name  of  the  holy 
**  Trinity  ;  and  they  and  all  prefent  felt  how  powerfully 
"  the  three  that  bear  witnefs  on  earth,  the  Spirit,  the 
*'  water,  and  the  blood,  evinced  themfelves  in  this  mo- 
"  ment.  The  ref!:  of  the  labourers  imparted  alfo  their 
•**  bleiling  to  them  by  impofition  of  hands  and  the  kifs 
"  of  peace.  Directly  after,  a  Greenland  woman  was 
"  baptized  in  the  fame  order.  Their  names  are,  Ignatius^ 
**  yohn^  Solomo7i^  and  E'l'fzaheth. 

"  I  will  on  this  occauon  infert  the  Greenland  bap- 
*'  tifmal  formulary :  Koiaukit  Atatab  Niarnablo  Jnner^ 
*'  ne^'tiblo  Jyungninerwn  Jkkanut^  y^f"^  Tokhounut.  i.  e. 
*'  I  baptize  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
*'  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  into  Jcfus's  death. 

"  Before  and  after  dinner  I  vifited  in  all  the  tents, 
*'  which  v/ere  this  time  near  fortv  in  number ^  then  a 
*'  few  were  fpoken  with,  who  arrived  fmce  yefterday 
**  evening.  In  the  afternoon  I  preached,  and  brother 
^  John   Beck  tranfiated   fentence  by  fentence.     I  told 

*'  them 
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**  them  the  hiftory  of  John  the  Baptift,  efpecially  how  he 
**  pointed  to  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  the  fin 
"  of  the  world.  At  the  conclufion  three  catechumens 
"  were  received  among  the  candidates  with  the  kifs  of 
*'  peace,  and  recommended  in  prayer  to  be  efte£lually 
*'  prepared  for  holy  baptifm  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 

"  Soon  after  the  whole  congregation  aflembled   to  the 

*'  Agape ;  we  had  brought  the  bread  for  it  from  Copen- 

'*'  hagen.     A  good  deal  was  fpoke  of  our  voyage,  of  the 

*'  congregations  in  Europe,  and  of  thofe  among  the  hea- 

*'  then  in  South  and  North-America,  Sec. 

"  Afterwards  I  held  the  communicants  adodlrinal  dii"- 
"  courfe  at  large  on  the  fubje6l  of  the  holy  com- 
**  munion. 

*'  About  feven  o'clock  was  the  ufual  evening-meet- 
"  ing,  which  treated  of  John's  leaping  for  joy  in  his 
*'  mother's  womb  at  the  babe  Jefus,  and  the  application 
*'  was  made  to  the  children,  and  to  all  our  hearts  in 
*'  general. 

"  Afterwards  we  kept  the  Supper  of  the  Lord,  and  at 
*'  the  conclufion  eight  brethren  and  twelve  fillers  were 
*'  confirmed  for  the  next  enjoyment  of  it.  But  it  is  not 
*'  in  my  power  to  defcribe  how  I  felt  at  this  hrft  Lord's- 
"  fupper  with  the  Greenland  congregation. 

*'  The  25th,  the  meetings  were  ascuftomary  on  Sun- 
*'  days.  Only  inftead  of  the  children's  meeting  we  kept 
'*  a  bieiTcd  love-feaft:  with  all  our  baptized  children, 
*'  whofe  numbers  were  forty-four  boys  and  thirty-four 
"  girls.  We  catechlfed  them,  and  they  anfwered  tole- 
**  rably  well.  I  told  them  fomething  of  the  children  the 
*'  other  fule  of  the  ocean,  and  got  them  all  to  tell  me 
*'  their  names.  Diredlly  after,  the  mothers  came  bring- 
"  ing  their  fucklings  in  their  arms,  and  they  alfo  got 
"  their  Ihare  of  the  yefterday's  love-feaft.  There  were 
*^  twenty-fix  of  them,  I  began  a  meeting  purely  for 
"  them,  which  will  be  continued  from  this  day  forward. 
*'  Some  verfes  will  be  fung  for  the  children,  and  a  word 
"  of  exhortation  given  to  the  mothers.  I  kilTed  and 
*'  bleflcd  thofe  little  infants,  and  they  were  as  ftill  and 
*  pretty  as    little  angels  *.     I  then   preached  on   the 

*  It  is  fomething  very  agreeable  to  fee  fuch  a  company  of  little  Green- 
land children,  and  there  have  been  many  lovely  examples,  how  out  of  the 
mouth;  of  babes  and  fucklings  our  Lord  lias  prepared  biinfelf  praife. 

L  4.  "  words : 
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'^  words  :  One  of  the  foldisrs  ivith  a  fpear  pierced  his  fide, 
"  and  forthwith  came  thereout  blood  and  water.  The  whole 
^'  chapel  was  fo  full  of  Greenlanders,  that  there  was  no 
*'  room  left. 

**  In  the  Vturgy  of  the  baptized,  the  Litany  of  the  Life, 
'*  fufFerings  and  Death  of  Jefus  was  fung,  and  then  the 
''  congregation  prayed  on  their  knees.  Afterwards  we 
*'  took  a  tender  leave  of  moft  of  them  for  a  few  days, 
*'  becaufe  they  muft  now  go  away  again  for  their  food. 
*'  Our  brethren  looked  upon  it  as  fomething  uncom- 
*'  mon,  to  have  all  our  people  together  in  fuch  days  as 
"  thefe,  and  not  one  of  the  communicants  ftayed  away ; 
*'  which  is  rare  in  fummer,  for  that  is  the  feafon  when 
**  they  muft  lay  in  for  the  whole  year,  and  the  fummer 
"  is  very  fleeting  here.  But  in  winter  they  are  more 
''  at  home,  and  the  fifters  always. 

"  To-day  we  have  naturalized  the  words  Communion 
''  and  Communicant  in  the  Greenland  language,  becaufe 
*'  the  riame  it  has  had  hitherto  was  improper,  and  has 
^'  occafioned  many  mifconftru£lions  among  thofe  who 
*'  haye  not  yet  been  admitted  to  the  Lord's  fupper. 
**  The  above-mentioned  two  words  fuit  very  well  with 
**  the  declenfions  of  the  language. 

*'  The  26th,  befides  the  current  incumbences,  we 
*'  fpoke  with  fomc  more  Southlanders,  feveral  boats  full 
**  of  them  being  come  into  thefe  parts.  We  did  the 
"  fame  the  27th  with  an  old  man,  who  has  a  party- 
,  ^*  coloured  fkin,  viz.  brown  and  white  ftripes  all  over  his 
•'  body.  We  alfo  fpoke  with  a  Greenlander  from  the  eaft- 
**  fide,  v/ho  told  us  a  great  deal  of  that  country.  He 
**  fpoke  a  dialedl  very  different  from  that  of  this  diftridl, 
*'  and  could  not  rightly  underftand  our  brethren.  There- 
?*  fore  they  were  obliged  to  take  to  their  ailiftance  t\yp 
*'  Greenlanders  who  came  from  the  fouth,  and  they  fpoke 
**  to  him  about  our  Saviour.  In  the  afternoon  I  took  a 
**  walk  eaftvvards  over  fome  cliiFs  and  valleys  to  Partridge- 
**  Hill,  where  our  brethren  get  many  partridges  in 
*'  winter  for  their  table,  though  they  coft  them  a  good 
*'  deal  of  trouble  and  danger. 

*'  The  28th  they  began  to  cut  turf;  this,  and  fearching 
''  for  wood,  are  two  of  their  moft  difficult  fummei- 
♦*  employments,     In  the  firft  years  they  Kad  turf  not  far 

"  from 


Relation  o*  New-Herrnhut  1752.         i6g 

"  from  their  houfe,  but  now  they  are  forced  to  go 
<*  two  leagues  and  more  for  it.  I  went  with  them.  We 
'*  alfo  gathered  fome  wood,  and  came  home  again  in  the 
**  evening. 

*«  The  29th  after  the  morning-meeting,  we  fpoke  with 
**  fome  ftrange  Greenlanders.  Great  numbers  of  them 
"  have  come  here  of  late.  We  converfed  with  them 
<*  ourfelves  firft  for  an  hour ;  then  Andrew,  one  of  our 
"  Greenlanders,  kept  them  fuch  a  folid  evangelical 
'*  difcourfe,  that  my  heart  and  eyes  overflowed,  for  I 
**  got  our  brethren  to  tranflate  it  to  me  unobferved  from 
**  word  to  word.  He  fpoke  of  our  Creator's  becoming 
**  man,  hi§  fuiFering  and  dying,  and  his  love  to  them, 
*'  with  fuch  feeling  of  heart  and  conne6lion  of  matter, 
**  and  fo  well  accommodated  to  the  conception  of  the 
'*  ignorant  Greenlanders,  as  I  could  by  no  means  expeft, 
**  nay  I  wifh  many  a  one  in  Europe  the  fame  gift  when 
•«  they  fpeak  with  the  ignorant. 

"  The  widow  Louifa,  who  had  long  been  afHiflcd 
«<  with  a  leprofy,  went  happily  out  of  the  world,  and 
**  her  remains  were  buried  to-day.  The  whole  congre- 
<'  gation  came  together  in  the  meeting-hall.  I  kept  the 
**  funeral-difcourfe  on  the  defire  of  believers  to  depart 
*'  and  to  be  with  Chrift  j  then  the  corpfe  was  carried 
*'  out  by  four  brethren.  The  Greenlanders  made  a 
**  pretty  orderly  proceflion,  followed  in  pairs,  and  form- 
**  ed  a  circle  round  the  burying-ground. 

*'  The  late  widow  Louifa  had  the  leprofy  upon  her 
*'  before  her  baptifm,  and  more  Greenlanders  are  infefted 
"  with  it.  She  was  baptized  laft  year,  and  was  after- 
**  wards  reftored  fo  far  that  ftie  could  go  to  the  meetings, 
"  which  was  a  great  joy  to  her.  Amidft  her  fharp  and 
**  long  continuing  pains,  fhe  comforted  herfelf  with  the 
'*  pain  our  Saviour  had  endured  for  her,  and  fhe  looked 
"  out  for  her  call  hence  with  a  joyful  heart  and  an 
♦*  ardent  longing. 

"  The  30th  they  went  in  our  boat,  accompanied  with 
*'  eleven  Greenland  boats,  to  bring  home  the  turf. 
"  They  alfo  fought  for  wood  and  birds  eggs ;  eggs  are 
**  a  good  part  of  our  brethren's  fuftenance  at  this 
**  feafon. 

*'  Jaly 


17©     HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.  B.VIII. 

*'  July  I,  they  went  again  with  nine  women's-boats 
<'  to  fetch  turf.  Some  days  ago  Enoch  and  Abrahan* 
«  were  fent  exprefs  by  the  merchant  to  Frederic's-hope, 
*'  to  acquaint  that  colony  of  the  arrival  of  their  fhip 
*'  here ;  and  to-day  they  came  fafe  back  in  their  kaiacks. 
**  Yefterday  and  to-day  ten  more  boats  of  fouthlanders 
*^  came  here  in  their  way  to  the  north.  It  is  really  a 
"  matter  of  importance,  that  they  commonly  halt  and 
'*  reft  here  awhile,  and  thus  give  us  an  opportunity  of 
''  preaching  the  gofpel  to  them. 

''  Sunday  July  2,  being  the  Vifitation  of  Mary,  the 
*'  fermon  was  on  the  words :  Locking  unto  Jefus.  Many 
"  ftrange  fouthlanders  were  among  the  auditory.  In  a 
"  difcourfe  to  the  communicants  on  the  words  :  Js  oft  as 
"  ye  eat  this  bread  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  Jhew  the  Lord's 
"  death ;  an  edifying  carriage  towards  the  poor  fouth- 
**  landers  was  fpoken  of,  as  a  great  many  are  now  here 
*'  on  a  vifit. 

"  The  3d,  the  brethren  brought  away  the  lafl  of  their 
*'  provifion  from  the  fhip.  The  unloading  and  landing 
"  from  the  fhip  on  the  rocks,  v/here  the  ftream  com- 
*'  monly  fwells  very  much,  is  a  dangerous  work.  They 
**  alfo  began  to  cut  their  turf  fmall,  and  dry  it  upon 
''  the  rocks ;  they  have  upwards  of  twenty  boats  full. 

'*  The  4th,  as  I  had  a  great  defire  to  fee  as  much  of 
**  the  way  of  living,  and  nature  of  Greenland,  as  I  could 
**  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  as  almoft  all  our  Green- 
"  landers  were  out  in  purfuit  of  their  livelihood  ;  I  went 
**  with  fome  of  our  brethren  to  Kobe-Inlet.  We  took 
**  a  view  of  the  Salmon-Brook  there,  and  afcended 
'*  between  the  mountains  till  we  had  a  profpedl  of 
*'  Amaralik-Bay.  We  flept  the  night  in  a  Greenland 
**  tent.  Thefe  tents  are  bej^ond  comparifon  more  con- 
*^  venient  and  better  regulated,  than  thofe  made  ufe  of 
*^  in  the  woods  of  Penfylvania. 

**  The  5th,  we  turned  to  the  left  over  the  mountains, 
"  till  we  could  fee  the  arm  of  Ball's-River  that  goes  to 
*'  Pifllkfarbik.  We  faw  alfo  Kook-Inlet,  and  innumer- 
*•  able  ice-plains  and  mountains  covered  with  fnow. 

*'  The  6th,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  row- 
*^  ed  back,  and  came  home  about  nine. 

"  The 
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?*  The  7  th  a  daughter  of  the  mifTionary  Boehnifh  was 
**  baptized,  and  called  j^gnes.  The  grandmother  of  the 
*'  child,  who  was  midwife  to  her  daughter,  brought  it 
*'  into  the  meeting-hall,  and  the  Greenlander  Judith 
*'  held  it  at  the  baptifm.  Afterwards  we  vifited  the  fick, 
*'  and  ftrangers,  and  found  open  ears  in  fome  tents. 
*'  Their  queftions  and  their  converfation  was  \Qxy  fim- 
*'  pie,  and  in  general  they  did  not  feem  unfit  for  the 
*'  kingdom  of  God.  In  the  evening  I  kept  a  difcourfe 
*'  on  the  word  of  the  day,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  10.  /  will  mul- 
*'  iiply  men  u^on  you,  i^c.  at  which  many  ft  rangers  were 
*'  prefent.  Our  conference  to-day  treated  of  the  month- 
"  ly  congregation-day,  the  Sunday's  folemnity  as  well 
*'  in  fummer  as  winter,  reception,  baptifm,  the  needful 
*'  circumfpeclion  in  winning  unbelievers,  &c. 

"  The  8th,  Boaz  brought  the  corpfe  of  his  little 
**  daughter,  who  departed  at  Kookcernen  fix  leagues 
*'  from  hence,  that  it  might  be  buried  among  the  believers. 
**  I  kept  the  funeral  difcourfe  on  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
"  children,  who  being  waihed  in  the  blood  of  Jefus, 
**  appear  in  white  robes  before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb, 
*'  Many  people  being  gathered  together  on  account  of 
"  the  congregation-day  to-morrow,  we  took  this  oppor- 
"  tunity  to  fpeak  with  the  baptized  who  do  not  yet  go 
"  to  the  Lord's  fupper. 

•'  Sunday  the  9th,  in  the  morning  many  boats  more 
"  came  home.  About  nine  o'clock  I  held  a  difcourfe  on 
*'  the  communion  betwixt  our  Saviour's  people  all  over 
"  the  world,  and  of  the  defign  of  our  congregation-days. 
*'  Then  fome  tranfiated  letters  of  the  Indians  in  North- 
*'  America  were  read.  In  the  fecond  and  third  parts  of 
**  the  congregation-day,  a  diary  of  the  Indians  at 
"  Gnadenhutten  in  Penfylvania  was  read,  (tranflating  it 
*'  offhand)  and  I  interfperfed  many  little  anecdotes  and 
-^  explanations  which  were  agreeable  to  the  Green- 
*'  landers.  Between  the  fecond  and  third  parts,  the 
**  fingle  brethren  and  boys  had  a  fbort  difcourfe  kept 
**  them,  and  were  divided  into  clafTes.  Then  was  the 
"  fermon  on  the  to-day's  text :  Becau/e  ihau  haft  kept  the 
"  vjord  of  my  paiieTKe  * ,  &ic.  which  v/as  attended  with  a 
♦'  particular  demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  powef. 
♦  The  a'olhor  readers  it,  pafljoa  or  fuffering. 

<*  After 
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**  After  that,  the  fingle  fifters  and  girls  were  alfo  made 
"  acquainted  with  their  clafles.     When  the  third  part 
'*  was  over,  two  boys  were  baptized.     Then  the  congre- 
*'  gation  aflembled   to  their  Sunday's  liturgy,  at  which, 
*'  it  being  congregation-day,  the  following  occurred,  i.) 
**  I  held  a  difcourfe  on  the  words  :  Defire  the  Jincere  milk 
*'  of  the  vjord^  Sic.  wherein  I  heartily  begged  the  bap- 
**  tized  that  are  not  communicants  as  yet,    to  imbibe 
*'  with  a  hungry  heart  the  nouriihment  which  the  Holy 
*'  Ghoft  tenders  to  their  inner  man  under  the  preaching 
*'  of  the  gofpel,  as  wholefome  milk,  till  he  has  prepared 
*'  them  to  be  partakers  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Jefus  in 
*'  the  holy  facrament.     It  was  a  needful  exhortation, 
*'  becaufe  many  who  were  not  yet  ripe  for  it,  had  enter- 
•'  tained  premature  expectations  of  the  Lord's  fupper. 
"  2.)   Notice  was   given,  that  there  will  be  a  morning- 
*'  meeting  for  the  baptized  every  day,  but  the  evening 
'   **  liturgy  would  be  kept   only   for   the    commimicants. 
"  3. )   In  a  fhort  difcourfe  I  explained  the  offices  of  the 
"  church  to  the  Greenlanders  according  to  their  capacity, 
**  and  then  our  dear  brother  John  Soerenfen  was  ordain- 
■   **  ed  a  deacon  of  the  brethren's  church,  and  at  the  fame 
•*  time  had  bleffing  wifhed  him  to  his  fteward's-charge. 
**  4.)  We  acquainted  the  congregation  that  we  would 
**  hereafter  make  more  ufe  than  we  had  done,  of  fuch  of  our 
**  Greenland  brethren  as  our  Saviour  has  qualified  to  be 
**  our  helpers  in  keeping  meetings,  &c.    Laftly,  part  of 
*'  the  Htany  was  prayed,    and  thus  we  concluded  this 
'  *'  day  of  the  Lord,    a  day  of  extraordinary  blefling  for 
**  the  Greenlanders. 

**  July  10,  we  profecuted  our  ufual  manual  and  fpiri- 
**  tual  labour,  and  alfo  had  feme  converfation  with  fome 
y  flrangc  Greenlanders.  And  as  we  received  from  thefe 
**  people  the  firft  account  of  the  eaft-fide,  or  what  they 
*'  call  the  old  loft  Greenland,  I  committed  its  contents 
**  to  paper*. 

*'  The  I  ith,  I  went  with  fome  brethren  to  Kanneifut, 
*■  four  leagues  off,  fituated  the  other  fide  Ball's-River. 
**  It  is  a  traCl  of  firm  land,  that  does  not  rear  itfelf  into 
**  fuch  high  mountains,  but  only  rocky  hills,  inter- 
**.  fperfed  with  large  plains,  rivers,  pools  and  fine  grafs- 
•  This  account  has  already  bcci)  inferted  in  B.  IV,  §  lo. 

^  plots. 
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**  plots,  fo  that  in  fummer  it  yields  you  an  agreeable 
**  fruitful  fcene.  Only  about  this  time  it  is  infefted  with 
"  fuch  a  vaft  fwarm  of  mufkitto's,  that  they  are  not  near 
*'  fo  troublefome  in  St.  Thomas's,  nor  in  the  Jerfeys 
*'  near  Delaware-River,  Our  brethren  had  formerly 
"  their  beft  reindeer  hunt  in  thefe  parts,  but  they  arc  {<o 
*'  diminlfhed  every  where  Hnce  the  Grecnlanders  ha\x 
"  procured  fo  many  guns,  that  a  reindeer  is  now  a 
*'  rarity.  Here  is  alfo  a  good  falmon-fifher)',  and  the 
*'  brethren  have  fometimes  taken  from  4  to  600  falmon- 
**  trout  in  their  net  at  one  draught.  We  found  fome  of 
"  our  Greenlanders  there. 

*'  The  13th,  the  remains  of  the  fingle  After  Maachah 
**  were  brought  hither  and  interred.  She  came  here 
*'  with  her  brother  Laban  in  1747,  was  baptized  1750, 
*'  and  at  the  laft  Lord's-Supper  {he  was  confirmed  for 
*'  the  next  participation.  Laft  funday  fhe  was  here  at 
**  all  the  meetings.  When  fhe  was  going  back,  ftie 
*'  complained  of  a  head-ach,  faid  fhe  thought  fhe  ftiould 
"  go  home  to  our  Saviour,  and  rejoiced  at  the  profpedt, 
"  At  the  fame  time  ftie  loft  her  fpeech,  and  her  foul 
*'  went  to  the  church  triumphant. 

*'  The  15th,  we  kept  a  conference  about  the  Green- 
**  land  helpers.  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  detriment,  that 
*'  fo  few  Greenland  helpers  are  trained  up,  and  even 
«'  thofe  that  are,  fo  little  ufed. 

"  The  1 6th,  befides  the  current  Sunday-meetings, 
"  which  the  Greenlanders  came  to  in  flocks,  we  had  an 
"  interview  the  firft  time  with  the  Greenland  helpers ; 
"  they  were  eleven  brethren  and  twelve  fifters.  We  in- 
*'  ftrufted  them  in  the  aim  and  incumbencies  of  their 
*'  office.  They  foon  came  into  a  pretty  method,  and  utten  d 
**  various  obfervations  and  hints,  from  whence  we  faw 
*'  they  had  a  qualification  for  the  employment.  The 
*'  preaching  was  from  thefe  words  :  His  blood fpeaketb 
•'  better  things  than  that  of  Abel.  Afterwards  three  pair 
"  were  promifed  In  marriage,  and  at  the  liturgy  of  the 
*'  congregation  they  were  publicly  mentioned,  and 
'*  recommended  to  their  remembrance.  Then  notice 
<«  was  given  to  the  communicants  of  the  approaching 
**  Lord's-Supper. 

«  The 


J74   HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.  B.Vm, 

"  The  17th,  we  got  our  Matthew  Kajarnak  to  keep 
*'  the  morning-meeting  the  firft  time.  He  fpoke  with 
*'  heartinefs,  energy,  and  folidity. 

*'  The  1 8th,  I  made  another  little  tour  to  fee  the 
**  country.  Firft  we  failed  four  leagues  to  Kangek.  It  is 
**  the  outermoft  land  towards  the  fea,  where  fome  winters 
*'  feveral  hundred  Greenlanders  dwell,  moftly  South- 
*'  landers,  who  are  frequently  vifited  by  the  brethren, 
**  and  by  that  means  our  Saviour  has  gathered  in  many 
*'  a  one  as  the  fruits  of  his  travail,  and  almoft  all  the 
•'  Greenland  families  now  living  at  New-Herrnhut,  dwelt 
"  at  leaft  one  winter  there,  and  were  awakened  by  the 
**  preaching  of  the  gofpel.  I  counted  fourteen  large 
"  Greenland  winter-houfes.  We  loaded  fome  wood, 
*'  which  the  brethren  had  bought  of  fome  Greenlanders 
*'  that  had  removed  their  quarters  ;  then  we  rowed  along 
**  the  coaft  to  Hope  liland,  where  the  colony  Good-hope 
*'  flood  from  1721  to  1729;  and  at  laft  we  came  back 
**  through  Nepifet- found.  This  is  a  narrow  channel 
^'  between  the  main  land  and  the  iflands,  where  the 
*'  tide  enters  on  both  fxdes,  and  carries  in  many  feals 
*'  with  its  rapid  current.  The  water  is  fo  (hallow,  that 
*'  one  may  fee  the  bottom  almoft  every  where,  and  there- 
**  fore  it  is  a  vcr\'  good  place  for  fifhing.  For  this  «ea- 
**  fon  a  vaft  many  Greenlanders  refide  here  in  fummer 
*'  and  autumn,  and  it  has  been  obferved  that  fmce  fo 
*'  many  have  fettled  in  thefe  parts,  the  feal- catching 
*'  has  been  much  more  profperous  and  commodious  than 
*'  before.  We  vifited  two  fick  Greenlanders,  and 
*'  came  home  in  the  eleventh  hour,  having  failed  at  leaft 
*5  twelve  leagues. 

"  The  19th  and  20th,  our  brethren  worked  about  their 
«*  turf. 

"  The  2ift,  the  Greenlanders  began  to  come  together 
*'  for  Sunday.  Three  boats  came  from  the  Kookoernen, 
*'  and  five  from  the  Sound.  Thefe  laft  brought  the 
**  corpfe  of  the  boy  Conrad,  He  v/as  baptized  the  fixth 
*'  of  January  this  year.  A  diforder  in  his  head  haftened 
*'  his  departure.  During  his  ficknef?,  he  fpoke  of  our 
'*  Saviour  to  the  joy  of  all  the  brethren  and  fifters.  The 
*'  funeral-difcourfe  was  on  his  favourite  vcrfe ;  **  The 
**  Saviour's  blood  and  rightcoufnefs — my  fin'ry  is,    my 

"  wedding 
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**  wedding  drefs,"  &c.  In  the  evening  the  communi- 
**  cants  were  acquainted  that  the  Lord's-fupper  would  be 
*'  to-morrow,  and  a  bleffed  difcourfe  was  kept  them  rela- 
.*'  tive  to  it. 

"  The  22d,  we  fpoke  once  more  with  the  candidates 
*'  for  the  Lord's-fupper,  and  reminded  them  of  the  great 
**  grace  our  Saviour  intended  them  to-day.  They  let 
*'  their  love-tears  flow.  At  the  agape  I  faw  all  the 
*'  communicants  perfon  by  perfon,  and  faid  a  word  or 
**  two  to  one  here  and  there.  Then  the  corpfe  of  the 
"  married  fifter  Regina,  Nathan's  wife,  was  depofited 
**  in  its  refting-place.  She  was  baptized  but  the  28th 
*'  of  laft  November,  and  fmce  then  has  gone  on  in  an 
**  uninterrupted  courfe  of  grace.  Afterwards  was  the 
"  abfolution,  and  then  the  holy  communion.  Twenty 
**  brethren  and  fifters,  who  were  confirmed  at  the  laft 
"  Lord's-fupper,  were  partakers  of  it  the  firft  time  to- 
"  day,  having  been  previoufly  blefled  with  impofition  of 
*«  hands,  and  ten  new  candidates  received  the  kifs  of 
*'  peace  as  a  feal  that  they  may  approach  the  next  time 
'*'  with  us  to  the  holy  facrament.  Two  fick  perfons  had 
**  their  portion  carried  them  in  their  tents.  Our  hearts 
*'  and  eyes  ftreamed  over ;  and  as  our  departure  will  foon 
*'  draw  nigh,  I  felt  fuch  an  attachment  to  this  dear 
**  Greenland  congregation,  with  whom  I  have  now 
"  twice  communicated,  that  I  am  at  a  lofs  how  to  utter 
«  it. 

"  Sunday  July  23,  In  the  Greenland  morning- 
"  meeting,  part  of  the  litany  of  the  life  and  fufferings  of 
**  Jefus  was  fung.  Then  we  had  a  bleffed  interview 
'*'  with  our  Greenland  helpers,  and  committed  to  them 
**  the  overfight  of  our  people  when  they  are  abroad. 
"  The  brethren  efpecially  were  defued  to  keep  a  meeting 
*'  every  evening  in  their  tent,  and  not  only  to  let  our 
•'  Greenlanders  come  to  it,  but  alfo  the  heathen  if  they 
•**  would.  They  accepted  it  with  willingnefs  and  hu- 
*'  mility.  Then  we  kept  the  choir-meetings  in  their 
**  ufual  order.  I  kept  to  the  married  choir  a  difcourfe 
*'  concerning  matrimony,  and  after  a  prayer,  three  couple 
*'  were  joined  in  marriage  by  the  brethren  Stach,  Beck, 
*'  and  Boehnifh ;  we  have  well-grounded  hopes  that  they 
*'  will  be  a  real  joy  to  us  and  our  Saviour.     The  married 

**  choir 
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*'  choir  here  is  that  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  has 
**  the  moft  trufty  people*  At  prefent  there  are  forty-eight 
•'  couple.  There  are  but  two  widowers,  but  the  widows 
*'  amount  to  forty.  Among  thefe  are  many  lovely  people, 
*'  but  there  are  alfo  lome  with  whom  it  does  not  go  far, 
*'  and  who  have  fome  favage  unfeemlinefles  ftill  remain- 
*'  ing,  yet  there  is  hope  that  they  will  depart  onc^hap- 
*'  'pily  out  of  this  world  relying  on  the  merits  of  Jefus, 
*'  which  has  however  engaged  their  hearts.  The  fmgle 
"  fifters  choir  is  alfo  above  forty  in  number.  They  have 
"  fuch  an  a6live,  brifk,  refolute  difpofition,  that  at  firfl 
"  view  one  would  think  it  fuited  better  for  the  male  fex. 
*'  But  this  is  owing  to  their  manner  of  life,  becaufe  they 
"  muft  difpatch  a  great  deal  of  labour,  that  in  other 
""  countries  falls  only  to  the  men's  (hare,  as  rowing,  car- 
•'  rying  burdens,  building  houfes,  &c.  They  are  alfo 
*'  very  much  difpofed  to  bear  their  teftimony  of  the  gof- 
**  pel  to  the  wild  women,  by  which  many  a  fismale  fa- 
•'  vage  has  been  won,  and  afterwards  the  man  by  his 
*'  wife.  The  fmgle  brethren  are  but  about  thirty,  and  fuch 
**  as  are  full  grown,  fcarce  twelve.  There  are  fome  folid 
*'  people  among  them. 

*'  After  the  preaching  on  the  words  :  Ye  Jhall  betvitnejjes 
**  unto  me,  &c.  a  married  woman  and  a  boy  was  baptized, 
*'  and  then  a  widow  received  among  the  candidates  for 
*'  baptifm.  In  the  meeting  of  the  married  people,  five 
*'  Greenland  pairs  received  the  church's  bleffing  for  their 
*'  married  ftate  entered  upon  before  their  baptifm,  in  pur- 
*'  fuance  of  a  commendable  cuftom  begun  for  fome  time 
*'  by  the  brethren. 

*'  The  24th,  the  three  brethren  married  yefterday,  kept 
*'  a  farewel  meal  with  the  fingle  brethren,  as  did  the 
*'  fifters  with  their  choir.  At  a  houfe-conference,  an  in- 
*'  ventory  was  taken  of  what  the  brethren  and  fifters  will 
*'  want  from  Europe  next  year. 

"  The  25th,  our  Greenlander  Tabea  returned  from 
*•  the  north  with  two  of  the  traders.  She  has  been  long 
*'  repudiated  by  her  hufband,  and  now  went  to  fetch 
**  her  fon,  for  according  to  the  Greenland  rule  all 
*'  the  children  belong  to  the  mother.  She  gained  her 
*'  point  happily. 

«  The 
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*'  The  25th,  many  Greenlanders  went  away  to  their 
**  places  abroad,  becaufe  it  promifed  fair  weather  again 
"  after  feveral  days  rain.  Hitherto  it  has  inowed  at  leaft 
"  once  a  week,  and  been  fo  cold  at  thofe  times,  that  we 
**  could  very  well  bear  our  furrs.  A  Greenland  helper 
•'  kept  the  morning- meeting  again.  It  is  of  moment  to 
**  the  Greenlanders,  when  a  brother  of  their  own  nation 
*'  keeps  them  a  meeting  now  and  then. 

"  The  28th,  the  brethren  went  in  fearch  of  wood. 
"  After  the  evening-meeting  was  the  Greenland  helpers 
"  conference,  in  which  fome  brethren  who  had  been 
*'  abroad  for  fome  days,  told  us  how  the  meetings  they 
•'  had  kept  there  had  gone  on,  how  happy  they  were 
*'  when  they  met  thus  together  before  our  Saviour,  and 
**  that  feveral  ftrangers  came  too. 

**  Sunday  30th,  the  choir- meetings  could  not  be  kept 
"  on  account  of  a  violent  rain.  Therefore  I  held  in  the 
*'  room  thereof  a  general  difcourfe  of  the  charadler  of 
*  each  choir,  and  how  every  individual  perfon  may  re- 
**  fpeclively  maice  a  beneficial  ufe  of  the  names  the 
**  fcripture  applies  to  our  Saviour,  as  Beloved  or  Friend, 
**  Brother^  Bridegroom^  Hujband^  Sec,  The  public  {er- 
*'  mon  treated  of  the  converfation  our  Saviour  had  with 
"  Mofes  and  Elias  concerning  his  fufFerings. 

*'  The  3ifl-,  and  following  days,  I  employed  my 
*'  leifure  hours  in  revifing  the  Greenland  hymn-book, 
*'  and  to  that  end  let  every  line  be  tranflated  word  by 
*'  word,  to  fee  if  the  fenfe  had  been  rightly  exprefTed^ 
*'  The  Danifh  catechol  Berthel  Larfen,  who  hath  ac- 
**  quired  an  extraordinary  readinefs  in  the  language, 
*'  favoured  us  with  his  affiftance  in  this  work,  when 
**  he  could  be  fpared,  and  many  amendments  were 
*'  made. 

'*  Aug.  1 ,  feveral  of  our  Greenlanders  wrote  letters 
**  to  Europe.  Some  were  their  own  fcribes,  and  others 
**  difStated  to  the  brethren,  who  tranflated  their  words 
"  into  German,  IMy  laft  inftruclions,  which  the  Ger- 
*'  man  brethren  had  defired  of  me,  were  read  over  at  a 
*'  conference,  and  fome  illuftrations  made. 

"  The  2d,  I  took  a  friendly  leave  at  the  colony, 
"  Afterwards  I  kept  a  farewel  love-feaft  with  our  Ger- 
**  raan  brethren  and  {ifters.     We  had  an  agreeable  con- 

VoL.  II.  '  M  "  verfation 
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"  verfation  concerning  the  thoughts  of  peace  our  Sa- 
*'  viour  had  in  behalf  of  Greenland.  And  as  we  had 
^'  fpoke  with  fo  many  Southlanders  for  fome  time  paft, 
*'  we  had  a  thought,  whether  it  would  not  be  expedi- 
*'  ent  to  fettle  once  a  mifiion  further  fouth,  or  even  on 
"  the  eaft-fide*. 

"  Au^.  3,  our  baggage  was  fhipped.  Of  late  but 
"  few  Greenlanders  had  been  at  home,  but  now  they 
**  came  dropping  in  to  the  celebration  of  Sunday,  and  at 
**  the  fame  time  the  congregation-day. 

*'  The  5th,  we  had  a  vilit  of  fome  of  the  traders, 
*'  who  gave  us  a  relation  of  feveral  barbarous  acSts  of  the 
*'  northern  Greenlanders.  Among  the  reft,  the  welU 
**  known  Angekok  and  murderer  Tettamak  has  been 
^^  killed  by  his  own  relations.  In  1746  when  the  bre- 
"  thren  Beck  and  Soerenfen  performed  that  dangerous 
*'  voyage  from  the  north  toNcw-Herrnhuth  in  their  own 
*'  boat,  this  man  was  touched  by  the  teftimony  of  Jefus, 
**  accompanied  them  as  pilot,  and  rendered  them  many 
*'  fervices  among  the  wild  murderous  Greenlanders.  The 
*'  next  year  he  and  fome  more  families,  that  had  been 
*'  won  by  the  gofpel  on  this  voyage,  came  to  the  bre- 
*'  thren,  and  he  was  often  very  much  affe£led.  But  as 
"  there  were  fome  in  this  neighbourhood  that  lay  in 
•'  wait  for  his  life,  he  removed  again  from  hence,  prac- 
"  tifed  his  old  trade  again,  and  at  length  received  his 
•*  juft  reward  f*  In  the  Greenland  conference  to-day 
**  the  helpers  gave  us  a  full  account  of  the  nature  and 
**  quality  of  the  fouth- country.  Almofl:  all  our  Green- 
*'  landers  came  out  of  that  territory.  The  firftling,  our 
*'  late  Samuel  Kajarnak,  by  the  vifit  he  made  there  after 
"  his  baptifm,  drew  a  train  of  three  or  four-hundred  fouls 
*'  after  him,  who  all  forfook  their  native  country,  and 
"  live  now  in  New-Herrnhuth ;  but  yet  they  have  an 
**  ardent  defire,  which  they  often  utter,  that  the  brethren 

*  Thcfe  were  fia  deJiaWia,  which  at  that  time  they  faw  no  poflibility  of 
accomplifhing.  And  no  one  would  have  believed,  that  Matthew  Stath  fix 
years  after,  when  he  feen:ed  to  be  quite  out  of  the  Greenland  matters, 
would  eftablifh  a  new  iTiilTion  40  leagues  fouth,  and  that  it  would  advance 
as  far  in  the  firft  four  yeais  as  New-Herrnhuth  did  in  the  firft  fourteen: 

•f  His  children  were  fclidly  awakened  during  his  abode  here,  and  after- 
wards they  returned  one  after  another  to  the  believers,  and  have  profpered 
among  chem. 

*'  would 
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*^  would  carry  the  gofpel  into  their  own  country;  and 
'*  they  add,  that  there  is  not  a  place  in  all  Greenland 
''  where  fo  many  p-ople  live. 

*'  Aug.  6,  was  the  laft  Sunday  I  enjoyed  In  Green- 
*'  land,  it  was  alfo  monthly  congregation-day.  Our 
'*  Greenlanders  were  almoft  all  at  home.  We  read 
•*  accounts  from  St.  Thomas's.  At  the  clofe,  of  the 
*^  preaching,  I  recommended  the  Greenland  congre- 
**  gation  and  this  whole  nation  in  a  prayer  to  their  faith- 
*'  ful  Creator  and  Redeemer.  A  widow  and  a  sirl  were 
'*  baptized.  All  the  other  opportunities  proceeded  as  is 
*'  cuftomary  on  a  congregation-day.  At  praying  the 
*'  words  in  the  litany  :  "  Keep  thy  eyes  open  on  all  thy 
*'  witneffes  and  melTengers  both  by  land  and  fea,"  our 
*'  approaching  voyage  was  recommended  to  the  rem.em- 
**  brance  of  the  cong-regation.  This  occafioned  a  wail- 
**  ing  among  our  people,  of  a  very  peculiar  nature. 
*'  Then  three  pair,  that  were  married  before  their  baptifm, 
*'  received  the  church's  blefling. 

*'  Aug.  7,  the  burying-ground  was  brought  into 
*'  better  order  according  to  a  plan  of  mine,  and  the 
*'  graves  were  covered  with  earth  and  fods.  I  was  a 
*'  little  v/hlle  with  them  while  they  were  doing  it,  and 
**  the  Greenland  fillers  worked  with  fuch  adlivity, 
*'  livelinefs  and  pleafure,  that  it  -was  delightful  to  fee 
**  them ;  (as  for  the  men,  they  do  not  Jay  their  hand 
*'  to  any  land-labour,  nor  have  they  any  fkill  for  it.) 
*'  While  they  were  working,  they  had  fome  very  happy 
*'  difcourfes  about  going-home  and  the  refurrection, 
"  whereas  otherwife  in  general  the  dread  of  death,  and 
*'  the  averfion  for  the  grave,  is  greater  among  the  Green- 
**  landers  than  perhaps  in  any  other  nation.  I  vifitcd 
*'  once  more  at  the  colony,  and  took  leave  of  the  miifi- 
*'  onary  and  fadtor,  requefting  them  to  maintain  the 
*'  fame  good  friendfhip  with  my  brethren  that  ftay  here, 
*'  as  they  had  done  with  me,  and  to  let  nothing  fpring 
*'  up  to  the  offence  of  the  Greenlanders. 

*'  The  8th  and  fome  days  paft,  I  was  incommoded 
"  with  the  tooth-ach.  This  was  the  only  ail  I  endured 
"  in  this  rough  climate.  We  fpoke  with  three  ftrange 
*'  Greenlanders,  who  had  ears  to  hear.  Two  of  them 
*'  had  attended  a  Greenland  helper'*  meeting  in  the 
M  2  "  Sound, 
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*'  Sound,  and  came  hither  to  hear  more.     The  third,  a 
**  pretty  fingle  man,  begged  leave  to  live  here. 

**  The  9th,  the  fhip  had  been  long  ready  for  failing, 
**  but  contrary  winds  detained  her.  Therefore  we 
**  continued  revifmg  the  hymns,  and  finifhed  the  book 
**  to-day.  At  prelent  it  contains  the  Litanies,  fome 
*'  Liturgies,  and  above  a  hundred  entire  hymns  and 
**  fingle  verfes ;  and  the  Greenlanders  have  learnt  moft 
**  of  them  by  heart  through  their  frequent  ufe.  The 
*'  greateft  part  of  them  ftayed  together  here  fuice  laft 
**  Sunday  to  await  our  departure.  But  as  it  was  deferred, 
"  I  was  fcrupulous  of  incroaching  on  their  few  fummer- 
**  days,  therefore  I  advifcd  them  to  fet  off  to  their  pror 
*'  viding-places.  It  would  have  been  more  convenient 
**  for  me  to  have  taken  leave  of  them  all  at  once ;  and 
*'  yet  there  was  a  blefiing,  of  a  peculiar  tender  nature, 
*'  in  the  parting  adieu  with  one  family  after  another. 
**  Innumerable  tears  were  fhed  on  both  fides,  but  I  fhall 
*'  particularly  retain  an  indelible  impreflion  of  the  laft 
'*  interviews  with  Peter,  Nathanael,  Matthew  and 
"  Andrew*,  and  the  declarations  they  made  of  their 
*'  whole  heart  and  mind.  I  am  often  amazed  at  what 
**  our  Saviour  has  really  done  on  this  nation,  notwith-- 
*^  {landing  all  their  defecls  and  infirmities. 

**  The  loth,  two  of  the  trades-people  of  the  colony 
<«  were  married  to  two  Greenland  women  with  the 
*'  facerdotal  benediction.  Our  houfe  was  invited  to  thq 
*'  ceremony,  and  three  of  our  brethren  went.  In  the 
'^  Greenlandifh  helpers  conference  we  heard  encouraging 
-'  accounts  of  feveral  favages  that  eagerly  attended  the 
*•'  meetings  in  the  Sound,  and  have  a  mind  to  give 
"  themfelves  up  wholly  to  our  Saviour,  which  they 
*'  confefs  they  have  long  had  a  call  to.  On  this  occafion 
"  it  recurs  to  my  mind,  that  our  hymns  prove  a  great 
"  blefiing  among  the  ftrangers.  The  fa6lor  lately  told 
"  us,  that  being  once  on  a  trading-round  thirty  leagues 
"  from  hence,  he  entered  a  tent  that  had  iiood  awhile 
*'  in  this  rjeighbourhood,  where  tiic  children  were 
"  devoutly  finging  feveral  hymns,  which  ihey  had  learnt 

*  Al!  thefe  are  now  at  home  with  their  Lord.  I  have  fcldom  chofe  to 
.■nention  the  names  of  any,  even  the  he!k  Greenlanders,  that  are  ftili  here 
belo.v,  3nd  confequently  not  out  of  the  reach  of  danger  and  temptations; 
io  Si  'vife  parents  -anirst  er.durc  to  hear  their  living  cb.i'dircn  pialAd. 

«  of 
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•*  of  ours  when  they  were  here,"  and  this  furnifhed  him 
"  with  an  opportunity  to  iay  fomething  to  their  edifi- 
*'  cation. 

**  Aug.  II,  I  had  many  a  happy  interlocution  with 
*'  my  dear  Lord  about  Greenland,  where  I  have  now 
*^  fpent  above  eight  weeks  with  fuch  fatisfadtion.  To- 
*'  day  a  good  deal  of  ice  drove  into  the  inlet,  and  the 
*^  Greenlanders  brought  an  account  from  the  iflands, 
*'  that  the  fea  without  was  quite  full  of  it.  If  the  fouth- 
**  wind,  which  brings  the  ice  up  hither,  had  continued 
*'  fome  days  longer,  we  mufl;  have  given  up  all  thoughts 
*'  of  a  fpeedy  departure  ;  but  to-day  the  wind  veered  to 
'"  the  weft,  and  in  the  evening  to  the  north,  and  carried 
"  out  moft  of  the  ice  to  fea  again.  As  now  the  wind 
*'  favoured  our  failing,  I  kept  my  farewel-difcourfe  in 
^*  the  evening,  and  concluded  with  that  verfe :  The 
*^  wounds  for  us  endur'd — on  thy  whole  body.  Lord, — 
**  and  thy  bitter  paflion,* — according  to  thy  word, — 
*'  preferve  thy  congregation,— till  thou  com'ft  again,— =» 
"  church's  Prince  once  flain. 

**  Aug.  12,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  were 
*'  called  aboard  the  fhip.  The  Greenland  congregation 
*'  was  juft  aflembling  to  their  morning-meeting,  and 
**  after  a  fhort  difcourfe  I  took  a  tender  leave  of  them 
*'  all.  They  are  certainly  what  the  to-day's  watch- 
*'  word,  Numb.  viii.  16,  fpeaks  of,  a  Gift  which  the 
**  Lord  our  God  hath  previoufly  taken  to  himfelf  out  of 
*'  this  nation,  as  the  reward  of  his  bitter  fufFcring  and 
"  Dying }  although  at  the  fame  time  *'  a  coarfe  mafs  of 
*^  blood, — a  being,  impoverifn'd  in  honour  and  good;" 
**  However  they  are  indifputably  his,  a  people  in  whom 
*^  their  Creator  glories,  becaufe  they  have  been  purchafed 
**  by  him  St  fuch  a  coftly  price.  To  him,  to  his 
**  Father,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  I  committed  them  in 
**  a  farewel-blefling,  bedewed  with  many  tears. 

*'  At  my  departure,  the  number  of  the  ftill  living  bap- 
*'  tized  inhabitants  amounted  to  300,  and  thofe  that  are 
*'  gone  home  to  53.  During  my  abode  there  10  were 
*'  baptized,  and  fmce  the  departure  of  the  fhip  the 
*'  preceding  year  68  had  been  baptized,  and  17  departed 
*'  this  life.  The  number  of  the  communicants  was  i2C; 
*'  and  the  fum  total  of  all  the  inhabitants  33c,  and  there 
M  3  "  *'  was 
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'*  was  hopes  that  a  confiderable  number  of  Grangers 
*'  would  move  to  them  this  autumn. 

*'  Before  I  went  aboard,  I  vifited  the  fick  Greenland 
"  brother  Jofeph,  and  blefled  him  before  his  departure. 
*'  Our  Greenlanders  ran  about  us,  and  fhewed  their 
"  tender  love  and  gratitude  in  a  thoufand  ways.  During 
"  our  paflage  to  the  fliip,  the  rocks  flood  lined  with 
*'  women  and  children,  and  a  great  number  of  men 
"  efcorted  us  in  their  kaiaks.  About  8,  we  failed  out  of 
''  the  haven,  at  9  pafl'ed  our  houfe,  faluted  the  colony, 
**  and  at  10  our  brethren  and  the  Greenlanders  took 
**  their  laft  leave  of  us  at  Kangek.  A  ftrong  wind 
^'  prefently  conducted  us  out  to  fea,  but  foon  after  we 
*'  fell  in  v/ith  the  ice,  and  that  night  were  obliged  to 
"  tack  backward  and  forward  between  the  ice  and  the 
*'  land.  Aug.  13,  in  the  morning  we  found  an  open- 
*'  ing  towards  the  fouth-wefl,  through  which  we  pafTed 
"  very  fortunately  and  loft  fight  of  land,  but  we  had 
"  conftau'ly  large  mountains  of  ice  on  our  fide  till  the 
*'  evening.  1  he  i6th  we  had  a  ftiort,  but  a  fmart 
*'  ftorm.  The  2iil:  I  thought  very  much  on  St. 
*'  Thomas's,  as  this  day  20  years  the  firft  miflion  thither 
*'  commenced.  The  22d  the  wind  was  very  variable, 
**  and  towards  noon  we  were  befet  with  a  ftorm  from 
*'  the  S.  E.  and  afterwards  N.  E.  which  lafted  till  the 
"  27th,  that  is  5  days  and  5  nights  in  one  continued 
**  fury,  and  drove  us  140  leagues  towards  America.  At 
*'  the  fame  time  there  was  fuch  a  fwell  in  the  fea,  that 
*'  it  was  not  poflible  to  turn  the  fhip  without  danger  of 
"  being  fwallovved  up  in  the  billows.  Therefore  we  were 
"  obliged  to  let  her  drive  on  at  God's  good  pleafure, 
**  and  to  refign  the  fteerage  of  the  vefTel  to  him  whom 
*'  the  winds  and  waves  obey.  The  failors  never  remem- 
<^  bered  to  have  feen  a  tempeft  of  fueh  fury  and  dura- 
''*  tion.  They  were  afraid  of  being  caft  upon  the  to 
*'  them  unknown  American  coafts,  and  they  expected  it 
*'  would  have  certainly  been  fo,  if  its  rage  had  continued 
**  only  one  day  longer.  Therefore  they  appointed 
**  extraordinary  hours  of  prayer,  and  every  oi.ie  made 
**  vows  in  favour  of  the  poor  according  to  his  fubftancc, 
"•^  To  my  furprife,  I  was  not  at  all  fea-fick  ;  and  at  laft 
"•  1  was  of  the  fame  muid  with  inv  feilow -travellers,  to 

«  fup- 
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•*  fupplicate  our  heavenly  Father  in  the  name  of  his  Son 
*'  for  an  alteration.  The  27th,  at  noon  the  ftorni 
'*  began  to  abate,  and  the  28th  the  weather  was  better, 
*'  and  we  faw  a  fine  rainbow.  But  the  fea  was  very 
**  reftlefs  for  feveral  days  after.  The  29th,  we  founci 
*'  ourfelves  in  the  lar.  55.  d.  43  m.  and  confequently 
**  120  leagues  more  fouth  than  we  fhould  be.  September 
*'  4,  we  came  up  with  one  of  the  fhips  from  the  northern 
**  colony,  and  the  8th  with  the  other.  When  the  great 
**  ftorm  was,  they  v/ere  in  the  Straits,  but  they  had 
**  nothing  of  it.  They  told  us,  that  after  the  hard 
**  winter  this  year,  many  Greenlanders  had  died  at  the 
"  north  colony,  and  that  the  Europeans  had  been  very 
**  ill  of  the  fcurvy.  The  iith,  we  paJTed  the  funken 
*'  land  with  a  good  wind.  The  15th,  we  were  feparated 
**  from  the  other  two  fhips  in  another  ftorm,  which  was 
*'  fucceeded  on  September  i6th  by  a  ludden  calm,  but 
'*  the  Tea  was  very  turbulent  and  threatned  the  veflel 
"  with  more  damage  than  the  ftorm.  The  17th,  it 
"  was  ftormy  again,  and  the  tackling  of  the  fhip  was 
"  damaged  i  thus  it  lafted  till  the  19th.  The  wind 
**  was  favourable,  but  fo  violent  that  we  were  obliged 
*'  to  lie  by  again  till  the  21ft,  when  all  at  once  we  fpied 
**  the  ifland  Fuloe.  The  23d,  we  failed  round  Shetland 
*'  in  a  ftorm.  The  26th,  we  came  unexpectedly  fo  near 
**  the  (bore  of  Norway,  that  we  were  obliged  to  run 
*'  between  the  Lith  of  Bergen  and  the  ifland  Uytfheers ; 
"  the  wind  drove  us  towards  land,  and  it  was  refolved 
"  to  fearch  for  a  harbour.  But  as  it  was  too  late,  we 
*'  were  obliged  to  tack  round  the  Bay  all  night,  and  in 
*'  the  mean  time  we  got  a  better  wind.  The  27th,  we 
*'  paffed  Lindefnefs,  failed  foftly  along  imder  Norway, 
*'  ran  the  ift  of  October  into  the  Cattegat,  and  the  2d, 
*'  caft  anchor  before  Helfmgoer.  On  the  3d,  we  faw, 
*'  while  lying  here,  a  large  fleet  of  a  hundred  fhips  fail 
*'  out  of  the  Sound.  The  3d,  the  ftrong  current 
**  obliged  us  to  caft  anchor  again,  and  October  4,  we 
"  landed  with  the  captain  in  his  boat,  and  came  towards 
"  evening  happily  to  Copenhagen." 
§  6. 
The  above  diary  will  give  the  reader  a  pretty  complete 
idea  of  the  internal  and  external  ftate  of  the  Greenland 
M  4  con- 
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congregation.  And  as  it  has  already  fwelled  the  account 
of  this  year,  I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  the  reciprocal  vifits  of 
the  brethren  to  the  heathen  and  the  heathen  to  them, 
of  the  entrance  and  adjuftment  of  the  Greenlanders  in 
their  winter-abodes,  and  of  the  blefled  communions, 
congregation-da\'*,  and  baptifmal  miniftrations,  &c.  but 
conclude  this  year  with  fome  Perjonalia  of  feveral  Green* 
landers  who  fell  happily  aflecp. 

Dire£lly  after  the  departure  of  the  (hip,  a  ficknefs 
broke  out  among  the  Greenlanders,  attended  with  a 
violent  head-ach,  and  a  pain  in  the  breaft  or  Hitches  in 
the  fide  *.  By  this  diforder  many  awakened  heathen  in 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  thirty  of  our  baptized, 
fome  of  whom  were  our  moft  ufeful  helpers,  were 
tranfplanted  into  eternity.  The  ficknefs  was  the  moft 
violent  from  the  middle  of  Auguft  to  the  middle  of 
October,  fo  that  once  there  were  three  corpfes  to  be 
interred  at  the  fame  time.  And  many  times  when  the 
teachers  came  from  one  burying,  they  were  called  to 
impart  the  valedictory  blefllng  to  another  expiring  foul. 
Thus  they  had  enough  to  do  with  caring  for  the  fick, 
whom  they  were  obliged  to  furnifh  with  medicines  and 
with  proper  waiting  and  nurfing,  and  they  themfelves 
had,  moft  of  them,  fome  attacks  of  the  fame  malady. 
However  their  arduous  fervice  was  much  alleviated  by 
the  care  the  Greenlanders  fojourning  in  the  Sound  took, 
to  bring  moft  of  the  Tick  direftly  home ;  and  thofe  that 
could  not  be  brought  acrofs  the  inlet  without  danger, 
were  carefully  vifited  there. 

The  heathen  made  their  own  remarks  upon  this 
affliction,  and  could  not  conceive  why  the  mortality  was 
the  greateft  among  the  NeokleeUX.  At  laft  they  faid, 
the  reafon  probably  was,  becaufe  they  believed  and 
thought  overmuch  of  the  Saviour;  and  a  mocking 
woman,  who  was  not  quite  ignorant,  faid :    There  we 

-  *  Some  were  feized  with  an  excefvive  pain  in  their  ears,  which  inftantly 
deprived  them  of  their  fenfes,  and  threw  ihem  into  ftrong  convulfions-. 
Such  difeales  are  apt  to  feize  the  Greenlanders  after  a  cold  winter  and  a 
great  famine. 

J  Ncok  fignifies  in  Grecnlandiih  a  point  or  corner  of  land.  Now  as  New- 
Herrnhuth  lies  upon  fuch  a  nook,  they  call  the  brethren  Nookleet,  j,  e.  tliofe 
{hat  livt  upon  x  corner. 

fee. 
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fee,  tliat  they  go  too  far  with  regard  to  their  Sauarangoak  f, 
and  love  him  too  much.  However,  their  turn  came  too. 
But  thofe  heathen  that  were  once  come  to  a  conclufion  to 
devote  themfelves  to  our  Saviour,  were  not  reftraincd 
from  their  frequent  vifits,  nor  even  from  coming  to  live 
with  the  brethren  in  due  time  ;  though  the  Greenlanders 
generally  fhun  a  place,  where  only  two  or  three  die 
fucceffively,  like  a  peft-houfe.  They  alfo  received  the 
brethren  with  willingnefs  and  pleafure,  as  foon  as  they 
could  go  abroad  a  vifiting  again. 

§7. 

I  Ihall  only  mention  a  few  particulars  of  fome  of  thofe 
that  departed  this  life,  as  they  follow  in  order  of  time. 

I.)  Gertrude,  an  honourable  widow  and  midwife  in 
the  Greenland  congregation,  which  ofBce  (he  performed- 
with  fidelity,  and  with  many  prayers  and  fupplications. 
She  bore  the  fignature  of  a  fmner  that  had  received  grace, 
and  of  a  heart  full  of  love  towards  her  brethren  and 
fifters,  and  her  end  was  anfwerable  to  her  edifying 
character. 

2. )  Catharine  or  Okutfut,  an  old  maiden,  mentioned 
more  than  once  in  1742  when  flie  received  holy  baptifm. 
She  was  a  lively  witnefs  among  her  people.  After  fhe 
was  admitted  to  the  holy  communion,  a  more  calm 
compofure  was  obfcrved  in  her,  but  at  the  fame  time  a 
clofer  communion  with  our  Saviour.  She  was  the  fourth 
perfon  who  went  home  out  of  one  family  within  a  fort- 
night. A  little  before  her  exit,  Ihe  defired  them  to  bring 
her  fofter-child  Mary,  the  little  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Sarah  j  ftie  kifled  it  with  uncommon  tendernefs,  and 
recommended  it  to  Judith,  the  child's  mother's  fifter, 
with  exprellive  geftures,  for  her  fpeech  was  already 
gone. 

3.)  The  next  was  Nathanael,  one  of  the  firft  baptized, 
communicants,  and  helpers.  He  had  an  adtive  fpirit, 
an  heart  enamoured  with  the  fufferings  of  Jefus,  and  was 
a  blelTcd  preacher  of  his  merits  and  wounds,    and  many 

+  May  I  trandate  this  name?  It  is,  the  dear  Lamb,  (api'ioc.)  The 
fpjrit  of  derifion  comes  upon  all,  even  ftupid  Greenlanders,  when  they 
know  more  than  they  believe,  when  they  are  touched  and  convinced;^  and 
yet  will  not  give  th-erafelves  entirely  up  to  our  Saviour,  but  jcfif^  the  haly 
Spirit. 

fouls 
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fouls  were  brought  to  our  Saviour  by  his  teilimony. 
He  was  diligent  and  faithful  in  every  thing  committed  to 
him.  They  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  him  ever  fatisfied 
and  patient  in  his  domeftic  affairs,  which  were  a  little 
crampt  and  cumberfome.  He  bore  fuch  a  refpeflable 
charafter,  that  no  creature,  neither  chriftian  nor  infidel^ 
neither  European  nor  Greenlander,  could  help  loving  and 
honouring  him.  And  amidft  all  this,  he  had  lowly 
thoughts  of  himfelf,  and  loved  and  honoured  his 
brethren  from  his  heart.  Jn  a  letter  he  dictated  this 
year,  he  expreffed  the  ftatc  of  his  heart  in  the  following 
words : 

*'  I  ki  fs  you  in  love  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
*'  becaufe  our  Saviour  has  made  me  happy.  But  my 
*'  happinefs  does  not  fpring  from  myfelf.  My  heart 
**  Would  have  no  joy,  and  could  think  nothing  good, 
*'  if  he  did  not  let  me  feel  his  blood.  He  has  brought 
*'  me  into  the  fellowfhip  of  thofe  that  eat  his  flefh  and 
*'  drink  his  blood,  and  this  joy  melts  me  into  tears.  I 
*'  have  given  my  whole  heart  to  him,  and  will  no  more 
*'  turn  my  eye  from  him.  I  love  our  Saviour  and  his 
**  wounds  very  much.  But  I  know  too  that  I  am  a 
"  finner,  and  1  wifh  my  heart  may  feel  this  alfo  con- 
**  tinually ;  for  I  am  very  defirous  of  having  it  always 
*'  truly  tender.  I  poor  child  beg  him  to  moiften  it 
«*  conftantly  with  his  blood." 

His  ficknefs  was  pleuritic  ftitches,  yet  it  feemed  as 
if  he  would  recover  again  as  he  did  a  year  ago,  but  a 
fudden  fit  of  the  apoplexy  difappointed  all  our  hopes. 
When  his  obfequies  were  performed,  there  was  an  univer- 
fal  emotion.  Every  creature  that  could  ftir,  were  fond 
of  (hewing  their  love  to  the  dear  deceafed  by  bringing  a 
ftone  or  a  fod  to  cover  his  afhes,  and  fome  heathen  who 
were  awakened  through  his  teftimony,  being  juft  here  on 
a  vifit,  helped  very  officioufly  to  eredl  his  tomb,  though 
fuch  kind  of  work  is  in  common  not  reckoned  fuitable 
Jbr  Greenland  men.  The  funeral -fermon  was  preached 
on  I  ThefT.  iv.  13.  But  I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant^ 
brethren^  concerning  them  which  are  ajkep^  that  ye  forrow  not, 
even  as  others  which  have  no  hope.  Sec. 

4.)  Ketura,  the  widow  of  Jonathan  that  happy 
witnefs,    whofe  departure    was    mentioned    laft    year. 

Nine 
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Nine  years  ago  fhe  was  made  partaker  of  baptiftn,  and 
four  years  ago  of  the  Lord's-Supper.  She  could  not  long 
conceal  the  grace  fhe  had  experienced,  and  foon  com- 
menced one  of  their  felloW-labourers  among  her  .fex. 
She  had  one  thing  particular,  that  though  fhe  was  brifk 
and  vigorous  in  all  natural  things,  yet  (he  foon  foftned 
into  tears  when  fhe  teftified  of  our  Saviour,  or  fpokc 
with  us  or  the  Greenlanders  about  her  heart.  She  had 
a  good  gift  of  retaining  what  fhe  heard  in  a  public  meet- 
ing or  private  converfation,  and  an  excellent  method  of 
introducing  and  adapting  it  to  the  Greenlanders  in  a 
peculiarly  plain  and  intelligible  manner.  She  had  a  tender 
heart  towards  our  Saviour,  and  led  an  exemplar)'-  life 
among  her  people.  She  was  often  nigh  to  the  grave, 
and  fome  years  ago  fhe  had  an  exceflivc  tormenting 
ear-ach,  cccafioned  by  a  little  worm  that  eat  through  her 
ear,  by  v/hich  fhe  lofl  her  hearing,  but  was  patient  unde" 
all  her  pain  *. 

5.)  Jacob,  one  of  our  firft  acquaintance  in  Kangek  ; 
he  was  baptized  1745  at  the  colony,  and  at  the 
miflionary's  departure  he  moved  to  us.  He  was  not  yet 
a  partaker  of  the  holy  communion  ;  but  he  was  partaker 
of  true  life  from  God,  and  had  a  vital  communion  with 
our  Saviour,  which  his  laftexpreffions  teflified,  efpecially 
about  eating  the  flefh  of  the  Son  of  God  and  drinkino- 
his  blood.  He  made  a  regular  teitament,  he  made  over 
his  two  baptized  children  to  the  care  and  tuition  of  the 
brethren,  but  left  it  to  his  wife's  own  option  whether  fhe 
would  ftay  or  not,  becaufe  he  faid,  he  had  never  yet 
dlfcovered  in  her  an  entire  mind  for  our  Saviour.  Once 
being  light-headed,  his  fancies  ran  upon  many  little 
fifhes  who  endeavoured  to  fhelter  themfelves  clofe  to  the 
fhore  from  the  hoftile  plunderers  of  the  ocean,  and  there 
they  found  room  enough  for  themfelves  and  as  many 
more  as  would  come.  Afterwards  when  he  was  told  of 
it  again,  he  faid,  he  imagined  it  to  lignify  the  afylum  of 
poor  fmners  in  the  holy  fide  of  Jefus,  which  he  expreiTcd 
himfelf  very  agre^bly   about.     When  the  brethren  im- 

*  At  that  time,  when  (hs  was  in  the  greateft  agony,  an  account  was 
brought  her  that  fome  Greenland  fifters,  among  who-n  were  fome  of  her 
relations,  were  to  be  confirmed  for  the  Lord's  fapper ;  this  enlcindlcJ  fuch 
joy  in  her,  that  rtie  forgot  her  paLo,  mi  tuiiie  tuac  acpe»raacc  that  very 

evening  at  the  holy  coinrnur.ioa, 

parted 
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parted  the  farewel  bleffing  to  him,  he  fang  with  them 
himfelf,  and  i'oon  after  fell  foftly  and  happily  afleep. 

6.)  Matthew  Kajarnak,  the  late  Samuel's  fon,  and 
one  of  the  four  firftlings  who  were  baptized  here.  Soon 
after  his  baptifm,  he  was  obliged  to  fly  with  his  father  to 
the  fouth.  After  his  father's  return,  he  ftaid  two  years 
with  his  friends  there,  and  was  the  means  of  the  falvation 
of  many  Greenlanders.  In  1747  he  made  a  vifit  to 
Europe,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  Lord's-Supper. 
In  1749  he  came  back,  and  afterwards  was  ufed  with 
blelHng  as  a  congregation- fer\'ant  and  helper.  In  the 
beginning  of  this  year  he  married,  and  gave  hopes  of  a 
very  exemplary  deportment  in  that  ftate.  In  the  fpring> 
when  the  piercing  cold  abated,  which  is  apt  to  bring  on 
feverifh  diforders,  he  lay  fo  ill  with  ftitches  in  his  fide, 
that  even  then  we  gave  up  all  hopes  of  his  recovery. 
But  he  was  to  enjoy  the  above-mentioned  blefled  vifita- 
tion  before  he  fell  afleep.  He  writes  as  follows  about 
it :  *'  We  have  rejoiced  exceedingly  at  Johannes 
AfTerfok's  vifit.  When  he  fpoke  the  firft  time  in  our 
meeting-hall,  my  eyes  were  not  dry,  fo  near  did  I  feel 
our  Saviour.  I  can  fay  with  truth,  that  I  am  very 
happy,  yea  much  more  fo  than  at  the  time  when  I  was 
with  you.  Since  then,  our  Saviour  has  done  a  great 
deal  upon  my  heart.  I  can  rejoice  in  him,  when  I 
reprefent  him  to  myfelf  with  all  his  wounds.  Worth- 
lefs  as  I  am,  I  know  not  what  to  do  elfe  but  thank 
him.  Our  Saviour  is  exceeding  lovely,  and  my 
comfort  In  him  will  never  have  an  end.  I  often  think 
on  my  having  feen  you,  but  now  I  never  expe£l  to 
fee  you  any  more  till  we  go  to  our  Saviour.  His  open 
fide  is  the  fanduary  where  wc  fhall  meet  together 
again." 

He  had  a  clear  difcerning  mind,  a  brifk  aftive  temper, 
and  a  foft  melted  heart,  and  was  a  wonder  to  us  all. 
His  end  was  edifying.  The  Lamb  and  his  wounds  was 
the  only  thing  he  fpoke  of  in  his  ficknefs,  and  which 
gave  him  any  joy.  Once  v/hen  fomebody  afked  him^ 
how  he  did  ?  he  pointed  with  his  finger  towards  hi$ 
hand,  to  intimate  that  he  was  meditating  on  the  wounds 
•ofjefus.  Soon  after  he  recovered  his  voice  again,  and 
began  to    ipeak    in  German :     "  I  love  our    Saviour 

*'  exceed- 
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*'^  exceedingly.  I  am  very  glad  that  I  fhall  foon  go  to 
"'  him;  wilt  thou  not  foon  come  too?"  Then  he  defired 
them  to  fmg  German  and  Greenland  verfes.  At  laft  he 
kified  the  miffionary's  hand  and  faid  :  '*  I  love  thee  very 
**  much/'  Diredly  after,  it  v^^as  as  if  his  breath  would 
ftop  its  motion,  but  he  opened  his  eyes  once  more, 
looked  round,  and  began  to  fmg  :  "  Sleep  in  the  Lamb's 
(fafeguard,  &c.)  but  the  tongue  had  no  ftrength  to  go 
any  further.  Thefe  were  his  laft  words ;  we  fung  that 
fame  verfe  to  the  end,  and  then  during  the  words : 
«  The  foul  of  Chrift  thee  fandify,"  &c.  he  flept  fo  foftly 
away,  that  it  was  fcarce  to  be  perceived.  His  name  will 
never  be  mentioned  among  us  without  the  moft  pleafmg 
fentiments  of  affection,  though  it  will  always  revive  the 
pain  at  his  lofs.  But  we  congratulate  him  to  his  reft 
with  all  our  hearts.  "  Hufti,  ftir  not  up  the  friend  of 
*'  Chrift, — wake  not  the  foul  his  bride; — fome  vifion 
"  caufeth  her  to  fmile, — flie  views  his  open  fide. 

7.)  Therefia,  the  widow  of  Daniel  Simek.  She  was 
one  of  the  firft  booties  gained  by  the  late  Samuel's  tefti- 
mony,  and  lived  in  the  fame  houfe.  Indeed  fhe  foon 
went  away  again  with  her  huft)and,  but  their  children 
gave  them  no  reft  till  they  returned  hither  in  1743. 
After  ftie  was  admitted  to  the  holy  communion,  the 
brethren  difcerned  a  great  alteration  in  her,  and  a  deep 
impreifion  of  the  merits  of  Jefus.  In  her  ficknefs  flie 
declared  with  much  joy,  as  well  as  her  fwelled  throat 
would  allow  her  to  utter  it,  that  her  heart  adhered  firm 
to  Jefus,  and  thought  of  nothing  but  his  wounds.  She 
alfo  faid  that  our  Saviour  had  appeared  to  her  in  his 
crucified  form.  Into  his  hands  flie  committed  her  fpirit. 
She  left  five  dear  hopeful  children  behind  her,  one  of 
whom  is  married  to^ohanan  who  was  in  Europe. 

The  laft  three  perfons  departed  v^ithin  twenty  four  hours 
of  each  other,  and  were  depofited  in  the  earth  at  the  fame 
time.  Soon  after,  an  unbaptized  man  departed  this  life 
alfo.  He  had  lived  four  years  with  his  baptized  friends, 
and  all  the  while  remained  infenfible ;  but  upon  his 
death- bed  he  exprefled  a  longing  for  him,  who  could 
make  him  happy. 

8.)  Jonas,  a  boy.  He  was  baptized  this  fummer,  and 
brought  home  fick.     When  one  of  the  mifllonaries  was 

called 
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called  to  him,  he  could  fay  no  more  than  this  :  "  I  long 
**  to  go  to  our  Saviour."  He  defired  to  be  drefTed  in  his 
burying  fuit,  viz.  his  befl  furrs,  and  foon  after  expired 
foftly. 

9.)  Mofes.  He  was  one  of  the  firfl:  inhabitants  here, 
but  he  foon  went  off  again  to  the  wild  natives,  and 
wandered  with  them  two  hundred  leagues  north.  Yet 
he  found  no  reft  any  where,  till  in  1747  he  yielded  to 
our  Saviour,  and  obtained  holy  baptifm.  He  was  a 
man  of  few  words,  and  ftammered  very  much.  But 
when  he  grew  Tick,  he  began  to  fpeak  mightily,  and 
declared  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  death,  but  rejoiced  at 
going  to  our  Saviour,  and  was  only  concerned  left  it 
ihould  b'"  delayed  too  long.     Now  he  refts  in  peace. 

After  the  burial  of  this  man,  fome  of  the  brethren 
vifited  the  faftor,  whofe  daughter  of  four  years  old  was 
departed  this  life.  She  was  a  dear  child,  who  often 
enlivened  her  parents  by  ftnging  the  moft  lovely  Green- 
land verfes.  One  of  them  was  called  to  an  old  fick 
Greenlander,  who  began  to  weep  bitterly,  and  faid  : 
*'  I  promifed  the  minifter,  that  I  would  be  our  Saviour's, 
*'  but  afterwards  I  was  almoft  continually  among  the 
*'  wild  people,  and  though  I  and  my  fon  often  fpoke  and 
"  fung  together  about  our  Saviour  when  we  were  alone 
"  in  the  country,  yet  I  often  forgot  him.  Therefore 
**  I  am  not  certain  now  whether  he  will  accept  of  me," 
&:c.  The  miffionary  encouraged  him  from  the  word  of 
Qod,  and  directed  him  to  the  fmner's  friend,  who  fhed 
his  blood  for  him  ;  upon  that  the  old  grey-headed  man 
was  full  of  joy,  and  a  couple  of  days  afterwards  he  left 
the  world  in  a  firm  reliance  upon  our  Saviour.  It  was 
the  fam^  old  man,  whom  Mr.  Drachart  baptized  at  his 
earneft  requeft  in  1742. 

jO.)  Ruth,  an  old  widow.  She  was  brought  hither 
fick  from  the  Sound.  The  few  words  that  the  fpcedy 
flight  of  her  foul  would  admit  her  to  utter,  were :  **  Yoj 
**  will  probably  think,  thar  I  have  quite  forgot  our 
•*  Saviour,  becaufc  I  could  come  to  you  (o  feldom  this 
"  fummer ;  but  believe  me,  I  have  really  had  a  happy 
"  communion  v/ith  him  thoixgh  abfenr,  and  can  go  to 
**  him  with  joy." 
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II.)  Anna,  Samuel  Kajarnak's  widow.  It  muft  be 
confefled,  ihe  did  not  come  up  to  her  hufband ;  but  yet 
amidfl  all  the  allurements  and  temptations  of  the 
favages  (for  after  her  hufband's  death  fhe  lived  fome 
years  with  her  two  brothers)  ftill  fhe  was  preferved,  and 
not  only  fo,  but  our  Saviour  rewarded  her  faithful  per^ 
feverance  by  giving  her  the  joy  to  fee  her  youngeft 
brother  and  his  four  children,  and  her  eldefl  brother's  fon 
with  his  wife  and  child,  brought  to  us  by  means  of  hef 
teftimony,  moft  of  whom  are  already  baptized  *. 

12.)  Zaccheus.  He  was  baptized  in  1 746,  and  In  his 
ficknefs  partook  of  the  Lord's- fupper  the  firft  and  laft 
time,  which  tranfpor ted  him  with  extreme  joy,  and  the 
Greenlanders  fay,  that  he  uttered  fome  delightful  exprcf- 
fions  the  laft  night.  Among  the  reft,  he  began  feveral 
times  to  repeat  the  words  of  inftitution  at  the  Lord's- 
fupper,  and  defired  the  ftanders-by  to  finifh  them  J. 

Once  when  the  brethren  had  three  corpfes  to  interr  at 
cnce,  they  vented  themfelves  in  the  following  words : 
**  What  (hall  we  fay  to  it,  that  our  dear  Lord  begins  to 
*-^  reap  fo  plentifully  in  his  harveft  ?  On  the  one  hand, 
*'  we  hail  our  brethren  and  fifters  to  their  everlafting 
"  reft  in  his  arms  and  bofom ;  but  on  the  other,  we  feel 
*'^  our  loving  attachment  to  them,  and  a  pain  which  no 
^^  one  can  take  ill  at  the  lofs  of  fo  many  faithful  and 
"  exemplary  hearts,  and  fome  of  them  our  blefled  fellow- 
*'  labourers.  It  is  a  very  fmgular  time  among  us.  They 
*'  go  fo  willingly,  fo  happily,  and  fo  joyfully  out  of  the 
*'  v/orld,  that  we  muft  needs  wonder  at  it ;  fome  of 
*'  them  have  fcarce  patience  till  the  hour  of  their  dif- 
*'  miflion  ftrikes.  This  their  happy  ftate  of  heart  very 
*'  much  moderates  and  allays  our  fmart  at  our  temporary 
*'  lofs;  and  befides,  our  dear  Lord  again  aflays  to 
*'  replenifti  the  number  of  thofe  he  has  called  home ; 

*   Her  eldeft  brother  came  afterwards,    and  was  baptized  too, 

J  It  is  a  common  faying:  "  What  we  think  much  of  by  day,  we  dfeam 
**  of  by  night."  What  wonder  is  it,  if  a  believing  Greenlander,  who 
receives  on  his  fick-bed  what  is  the  true  chriftian's  higheft  good  in  this 
world,  {hould  be  fo  elated  with  joy  by  it,  as  to  fliew  in  the  heat  of  his 
fever  what  his  heart  was  full  of,  when  Jefus  entered  into  him  and  fupped 
v^ith  hitn  ? 

for 
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**  for  but  this  very  day  eight  fouls  are  come  to  ftay  with 
*'  us.  It  is  a  real  wonder  that  any  creature  can  refolve 
"  to  come  to  us  at  this  time,  when  it  is  every  where 
**  known,  that  fome  one  dies  with  us  almoft  every  day. 
*'  But  the  heathens  themfelves  fee,  that  true  vital  chrif- 
*'  tianity  is  a  happy  thing.  The  edifying  end  of  their 
*'  countrj'-people  preaches  this  to  them,  and  confirms 
"  the  teftimony  that  they  have  heard  from  fome  of  them 
*'  at  certain  times  with  afFetSled  hearts,  and  alfo  con- 
**  vinces  them  of  the  truth  of  thefe  lines  : 

*'  Chrift's  kingdom  is  not  fancy's  fcheme, 
"    "  Nor  yet  a  midnight's  empty  dream, 
*'  As  fome  fay  in  prophane  derifion". 


TaE    TWENTY-FIRST   YeAR,    I753. 
f    I- 

THE  cuftoiTiary  new-year's  Vigil  was  prevent- 
ed by  a  terrible  ftorm ;  but  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  year,  the  promife  given  them  to  begin  the 
former  year  with,  Tet  will  I  gather  ethers^  befides  thofe  that 
are  gathered^  was  laid  to  heart,  and  at  the  recapitulation 
of  the  moil:  nje.norable  occurrences,  the  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour of  his  body,  was  praifed  for  the  increafe  of  fifty-two 
baptized  laft  year,  thirty-fix  communicants,  (q\'q\\  new 
married  pairs,  and  fifteen  pair,  who,  having  been  mar- 
ried before,  received  the  church's  bl effing  to  their 
chriftian-like  marriage.  Forty  fouls  had  been  tranfplant- 
ed  to  a  better  world,  and  the  number  of  baptized  left  here 
below,  was  317,  befides  a  good  many  catechumens.  A 
thank-offering,  enlivened  with  joy,  and  moiftened  with 
confcious  tears,  was  fung  unto  the  Lord  for  the  grace, 
nurture  and  prefervation  that  the  whole  congregation  and 
each  member  of  it  had  experienced,  and  particularly  for 
the  blefTed  time  of  the  vifitation.  l^hey  had  alfo  a  long- 
ing expedlation  of  new  bleilings;  nor  were  thefe 
bleflings  withheld  this  year,  in  proportion  as  the  hearts 
of  the  people  were  prepared  for  them. 

i  2. 
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§2. 

The  other  flieep,  not  yet  in  the  fold,  were  not  forgot- 
ten, but  the  brethren  early  in  the  year  laid  to  heart  the 
vifiting  them  and  rendering  them  more  afliftance,  by 
which  the  raw  favages always  got  an  opportunity  to  hear  in 
fome  meafure  the  things  v/hich  belonged  to  their  peace. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  foregoing -year  they  made  fuch  a 
vifit  in  Kangek  and  the  neighbouring  illands,  which 
their  diary  fpeaks  of  as  follows  : 

"  Dec.  12,  we  came  to  Kangek,  and  lodged  with 
*'  our  old  acquaintance  Kainsk.  The  people  received 
*'  us  in  a  hofpitable  manner,  and  I  told  them  how 
"  much  our  Saviour  loved  them,  and  how  gladly  he 
"  would  impart  to  them  the  falvation  in  his  blood.  At 
"  going  to  fleep,  we  fung  fome  Greenland  verfes.  The 
"  13th,  before  the  men  went  abroad,  I  fpoke  on  cur  Sa- 
"  viour's  third  on  the  crofs,  and  in  the  evening  on  the 
*'  words  :  Co?ne  unto  ?ne^  &c,  how  our  Saviour  very  foon 
"  comforts  a  man  with  his  blood,  who  is  troubled  that 
*'  he  did  not  know  him  and  love  him  fooner.  The 
"  14th,  in  the  morning,  I  fpoke  on  the  words :  A  light 
*'  to  lighten  the  Gentiles.  Afterv/ards  we  had  fome  impor- 
'*  tant  difcourfe  with  our  hoft  and  his  v/ife,  Amongft 
"  the  reft,  I  fald  :  "  After  all,  you  belong  to  our  Sa- 
''  viour,  juft  as  you  are  ;  and  I  am  perl'uaded  he  will  cer- 
*'  tainly  get  you  and  yours,  and  baptize  you  with  his 
*'  blood."  Thereupon  the  woman  faid :  "  Hannefe, 
"  doft  thou  believe  this  of  us  in  good  earneft  ?"  I  faid, 
"  Yes,  and  till  then  you  will  never  get  rid  of  the  uneafi- 
*'  nefs  of  your  heart."  Upon  this  they  both  began  to 
"  weep.  The  15th,  I  fpoke  of  the  hunger  andthirftof 
*'  the  ibul  after  our  Saviour,  and  hov/  he  manifefts  him- 
"  felf  to  fuch  as  do  hunger.  Then  I  v^^ent  further  and 
"  vifited  in  five  houfes.  I  fpoke  to  the  people  there  about 
*'  their  Creator,  how  he  became  Man,  and  redeemed 
*'  them  with  his  blood.  Some  of  them  would  needs 
*'  treat  it  as  a  romance  :  but  when  I  bid  them  take 
"  notice  of  their  hearts,  whether  they  were  not  ftruck 
*'  with  thefe  things,  and  obliged  to  fay  Yes  to  them, 
"  though   their  heads   would  reafcn   and   argue   them 

Vol.  II.  N  "  awayj 
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**  away  ;  they  were  dumb  and  afhamed  *.  This  had  fa 
*'  much  good  effect,  that  on  the  i6th,  in  the  morning, 
*'  feme  of  them  defired  to  hear  more  of  this  matter. 
**  Then  I  croffed  the  land  to  two  other  houfes.  Some  of 
*'  thefe  people  were  ignorant,  and  fome  were  virulent. 
**  I  begged  them  with  a  forrowful  heart,  not  to  negledt 
"  the  time  in  which  redemption  and  reconciliation  was 
*'  made  known  and  tendered  to  them.  This  brought 
**  fome  of  them  to  attention,  but  others  faid :  "  We 
*'  cannot  comprehend  fuch  things,  we  are  not  ufed  to 
"  them." 

Another  vifit  this  winter  is  fpecified  as  follows  :  *'  Jan. 
"  20,  we  difpatched  two  kajaks  with  provifions  for  our 
"  brethren  Soerenfen  and  Ballenhorft,  who  twelve  days 
**  ago  went  to  Kangek,  but  could  not  foon  be  ex- 
**  peiled  back,  becaufe  a  ftormy  wind  had  brought  a 
"  great  deal  of  ice  into  the  bay.  But  behold,  before  we 
''  were  aware,  they  came  home  in  moft  Clocking  wea- 
*'  ther,  and  brought  with  them  fome  booties  that  we 
*'  had  long  and  ardently  wiflied  for,  viz.  Kainaek  with 
**  his  whole  family,  whom  we  have  been  acquainted 
*'  with  fmce  1739,  and  who  has  been  ftirred  up  for 
'*  fome  years.  The  afpe6t  of  thefe  travellers  was  fright- 
*'  ful,  for  they  were  clad  in  ice  like  a  coat  of  mail, 
*'  which  gathered  around  them  from  the  froft-fmoak 
*'  fteaming  from  the  fea  through  the  exceffive  cold. 
*'  The  ftrand  foon  fwarmed  with  people,  for  they  all 
.  **  rejoiced  at  the  arrival  of  new  candidates  for  the  king- 
"  domofGod." 

Our  brethren  vifited  all  the  houfes  in  Kangek,  and 
fought  after  hearts  hungry  and  diftrefled,  but  this  time 
met  with  few  fuch.  They  perceived  that  the  word  of 
Jefus's  fufferings  had  excited  a  feeling  in  the  hearts  of 
fome  Southlanders,  v/ho  came  there  laft  autumn.  Our 
Zippora  fpoke  with  livelinefs  and  courage  to  fome  of  her 
friends,  whom  fhe  found  among  them.     But  Kainsek 

*  An  old  German  hymn  fays:  Reafcn  rc/IJls  the  fcheme  of  fait  b,  &c» 
One  that  loves  darknefs  rather  than  light,  eafily  finds  out  objeflions,  where- 
by to  drown  the  voice  of  the  heart  and  confcience  which  are  ftirred  up  by 
the  gofpel ;  and  it  is  pofiible  he  may  carry  it  fo  far,  as  to  fall  under  the  aw- 
ful ludgment  of  being  never  more  counted  worthy  of  feeing  that  light  which 
lighteth  every  man,  No  GvcenSander  is  too  ftupid  and  flothful  for  this, 

and 
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and  his  familywas  the  main  obje£l  this  vifit  aimed  at, 
and  our  Saviour  has  at  laft  profpered  it,  fo  that  we  can 
rejoice  and  thank  him  for  it. 

This  man  was  one  of  the  firft  Southlanders  that  got 
acquainted  with  the  brethren  in  1739,  and  did  not  go 
away  without  being  touched.  But  as  he  was  of  a  good 
family*,  and  made  a  great  figure  among  the  Green- 
landers,  fo  that  they  looked  upon  him  as  a  prince,  it 
was  a  long  while  before  he  could  refolve  to  relinquifli  his 
fmall  modicum  of  fancied  honour  and  reputation,  and 
give  himfelf  to  our  Saviour ;  for  following  Chrift,  is  at- 
tended with  ignominy  and  derifion  among  the  Green- 
landers  as  well  as  others.  Therefore  one  while  he 
betook  himfelf  to  the  fouth,  and  another  while  to  the 
north,  but  could  never  fly  from  a  reftlefs  heart,  let  him 
fly  where  he  would.  This  was  the  man,  who  has  been 
leveral  times  mentioned  fince  1744,  as  having  beat 
Kuanak  till  he  crippled  him,  as  having  lain  in  wait  for 
the  lives  of  feveral  of  the  baptized,  and  threatened  to  fet 
the  brethren's  houfe  on  fire,  becaufe  they  took  a  woman 
under  their  protection,  who  fled  to  them  to  avoid  mar- 
rying him  by  com.pulfion,  though  afterwards  he  accom- 
plifhed  his  defign  of  carrying  away  this  perfon.  How- 
ever this  very  woman  was  the  means  of  his  getting  to 
hear  the  word  of  God  feveral  times,  which  blew  up  more 
and  more  the  fpark  that  had  long  lain  dormant  in  him, 
and  which  he  would  gladly  have  fmothered,  but  could 
not.  He  had  many  times  begged  to  be  baptized,  but 
could  not  determine  to  change  the  place  of  his  abode ; 
but  now  the  brethren  did  not  think  it  proper  to  defer  his 
baptifm  any  longer,  in  hopes  that  his  outward  circum- 
ftances  would  give  way  of  themfelves,  as  foon  as  the 
blood  of  Jefus  fliould  endow  him  with  inclination  and 
pewer  to  break  through  every  thing.  Therefore  they 
went  to  fetch  him  to  the  congregation-day  on  the  iqth 
of  January,  which  was  the  memorial-day  of  the  Green- 
land mifTion.  But  as  a  ftorm  then  prevented  their  return, 
he  was  numbered  that  day,  though  abfent,  among  the 
candidates  for  baptiim,  and  thofe  brethren  afTured  him 
that  he  fhould  be  baptized  foon.     This  filled  him  with 

*  That  ir,  when  a  man  can  boaft  that  he  is  defcended  from  a  father, 
grandfather,  and  gri;at-grandfather,  who  were  all  renowned  f.al-catchers. 

N  2  fuch 
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fuch  joy,  that  he  went  with  them  dire£lly  to  beg  fof 
holy  baptil'm,  which  grace  he  was  foon  after  made 
partaker  of.  He  was  obliged  to  go  back  to  his  own 
home  again,  but  came  almofl  every  Sunday  with  his 
family,  and  on  the  next  congregation-day  he  had  the 
pleafure  of  being  a  fpectator  of  the  baptifm  of  his  wife. 
He  was  named  Ifaac^  and  fhe  Sarah.  As  foon  as  they 
could  leave  their  winter-houfes,  he  moved  to  his  teachers 
with  moft  of  his  domeftics,  who  were  upwards  of  twenty 
in  number,  and  he  faw  one  after  another  partake  of 
the  baptifmal  grace.  In  the  interim  he  was  frequently 
vifited  at  the  place  of  his  abode  j  and  as  this  man's  con- 
verfion  made  a  great  noife  and  a  new  flirring,  the 
brethren  had  a  great  many  eager  hearers  for  fome  time, 
who  made  preparation  to  follow  him. 

There  was  not  a  week  in  winter,  nor  fcarce  a  day  in 
fummer,  without  the  vifits  of  flrangers  out  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  often  from  remote  places  in  the  fouth  and 
north.  Moft  of  them  attended  the  public  meetings,  and 
if  there  was  any  thing  that  they  did  not  rightly  under- 
ftand,  it  was  explained  better  to  their  conception,  and 
brought  nearer  to  their  hearts  by  our  baptized  at  their 
vifits  in  the  Greenland  houfes ;  by  this  means  many  a 
one  carried  away  an  uneafmefs  and  cencern,  which 
required  time  to  operate  infenfibly  in  fecret.  Thus  one, 
v/hofe  wife  and  children  were  full  of  longing,  faid  : 
•*'  Pray  do  not  tell  me  always  fo  much  about  the  Saviour, 
*'  or  elfe  I  fhall  become  a  believer  too ;  and  at  prefent 
*'  I  have  no  mind,  for  I  muft  go  to  the  north  once  more 
*'  to  trade ;  and  befides,  I  am  afraid  my  wife  and  children 
'^'  will  give  me  no  reft,  and  I  am  reftlefs  enough  without 
"  it."  Another  faid  to  the  miflionary,  when  he  was 
going  to  keep  a  meeting  in  a  houfe  at  Kangek : 
"  Hear  you  !  fay  no  more  of  that,  for  it  makes  me 
"  anxious."  He  was  anfwered  ;  "  If  thou  wilt  not 
*'  hear,  then  go  thy  way,  for  the  other  people  will 
♦'  hear."  One  of  them  told  his  wife,  as  an  excufe  why 
he  did  not  move  to  the  believers,  that  fome  years  ago  he 
had  reviled  their  doctrine. 

A  great 
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A  great  dearth  broke  out  again  among  the  heathen, 
which  was  the  cafe  almoft  every  fpring,  and  many  came 
to  our  Greenlanders  to  buy  food.  Some,  who  had 
fomething  in  their  hearts  before,  took  this  opportunity 
to  ft  ly  there,  and  others  that  went  away  again,  heard 
howi\'er  the  gofpel,  and  did  not  go  away  empty. 

A  couple  of  traders  who  had  fpent  the  wmter  feveral 
leagues  off  in  the  north,  and  had  told  the  heathen  fome- 
thing for  their  edification,  when  they  returned,  drew 
fome  families  after  them  into  this  country,  that  they 
might  be  nearer  to  the  found  of  the  gofpel,  Thefe  came 
on  a  vifit  from  time  to  time,  and  part  of  them  defircd 
their  names  to  be  wrote  down,  as  a  token  that  they 
intended  fometime  to  remo\'e  hither  entirely. 

§5-  ^        _ 

With  refpe^l  to  the  heathen  that  li^ed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, it  was  a  great  benefit  for  the  millionaries  that 
they  had  helpers  of  this  nation,  who  looked  upon  them- 
felves  as  bound  (even  more  than  others,  who  did  not 
hide  the  grace  they  had  received  neither,)  to  proclaim 
the  gofpel,  and  encourage  them  to  believe.  Among 
thefe  Daniel,  a  lively  witnefs  *,  intimated  more  than 
once,  that  he  could  not  be  eafy  till  he  had  invited  his 
brothers  and  acquaintance  m  the  north  to  the  fruition  of 
their  falvation.  The  brethren  could  not  corroborate  his 
intention  by  their  advice,  in  confideration  of  the  many 
dangers  it  would  expofe  him  to  inwardly  and  outwardly; 
but  his  urgent  felicitations  obliged  them  to  acquicfce  in 
his  undertaking,  and  they  difmufed  him  with  the  blelT- 
ing  of  the  congregation  in  the  company  of  Jonas,  another 
cf  the  Greenland  helpers. 

Not  long  after,  the  brethren  were  greatly  alarmed 
about  them ;  for  a  certain  family  came  down  from  the 
north,  and  told  them  a  difmal  tale,  that  .their  children 
had  been  taken  away  by  a  pirate,  and  they,  the  parents, 
had  been  very  ill  ufed  by  blows  and  thrufls  with  their 
guns,  becaufe  they  would  not  give  up  their  children. 
At  lail  when  they  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  help  themfehes, 
they  called  aloud  the  names  of  the  milnonary  and  factor, 
and  pointed  to  the  land  with  their  hand  as  if  they  v/ere 
*  Kf  d°parted  to  his  Lord  after  I  went  away  in  1762. 

N  3  near 
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near  at  hand.  Then  the  robbers  let  them  and  their 
children  go,  but  fnol;  after  them  ieveral  times.  They 
alfo  obfcrvs^dj  that  there  muft  have  been  other  Grcen- 
iandcrs  in  the  fhip,  whom  they  had  ftolen.  Therefore 
there  was  reafon  to  fear  that  our  two  Greenlanders,  who 
were  very  fine  young  men,  were  carried  away  too. 
But  foon  after,  they  came  home  fafe  and  chearful,  and 
brought  fome  of  their  relations  with  them.  They 
had  travelled  140  leagues  north,  and  had  declared 
with  freedom  and  boldnefs  the  word  of  Atonement 
wherever  they  met  v/ith  any  people,  and  particularly 
among  their  relations.  In  fome  places  they  found  willing 
and  defirous  fouls.  However,  there  was  no  want  of 
reproach  neither.  *'  We  have  alfo  experienced  (faid 
'•'  they)  how  it  is  to  be  a  long  time  abfent  from  our 
*^'  brethren,  and  in  the  midft  of  unbelievers.  We  were 
*•'  like  ignorant  children  among  them,  and  were 
*'  eftranged  to  their  ways  and  manners."  The  brother 
of  one  of  them,  and  his  v/hole  family,  were  on  their 
way  to  come  hither,  but  as  he  fell  into  the  pirate's  hands, 
who  robbed  him  of  all  his  houfhold-goods  and  his  kaiak, 
he  was  intimidated  from  the  profecution  of  his;  voyage ; 
however,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  follow  his  brother. 
But  thefe  were  not  the  only  booties  gained  by  this 
pilgrimage,  for  the  enfuing  year  put  feveral  into  the 
brethren's  hands,  who  had  heard  at  this  time  from  the 
li'ps  of  their  countrymen  how  happy  it  is  to  live  with 
Jefus. 

§6. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  largefl:  part  of  the  Greenlanders 
had  been  on  the  capelin-filhery  under  the  infpe£lion  of 
one  of  the  miflionaries,  and  had  very  blefledly  celebrated 
on  the  pavement  of  the  rocks  the  Whitfun-feftival,  which 
commonly  falls  in  this  interval.  After  that  was  over, 
they  repaired  to  the  Sound  a  feal-catching  *.  They 
were  fo  diligent  und  fortunate,  that  they  could  difpofe  of 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  blubber  to  the  fador,  Vv'ithout 
abridging  their  ov.-n  neceflary  ftores. 

*  One  of  them  ftrncfc  a  young  whalt;  this  fummi^r  t\vonty-fivc  ftet  lonf, 
which  h  a  very  rare  thing  in  theie  parts, 
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The  greateft  joy  was,  that  they  had  been  preierved  in 
health  and  fafety  amidft  many  dangers.  It  was  an  un- 
favourable tempeftuous  cold  fummer,  the  fnow  fell  every 
month  ;  in  January  there  was  horrible  cold  weather, 
in  June  the  froft  prevailed  again,  and  in  Auguft  a  great 
deal  of  drift-ice  made  its  appearance.  They  were  often 
overfet  in  their  boats,  yet  only  one  perifned.  A  ftrong 
wind  carried  away  the  kaiak  of  one  man  from  the  land 
into  the  fea,  while  he  was  hunting  afhore  ;  he  jumped  upon 
a  piece  of  ice  and  paddled  after  it  with  his  hands.  Mean 
while  one  piece  of  the  ice  after  another  broke  off,  and 
*  at  laft  when  he  had  recovered  his  kaiak,  and  ftepped  into 
it  with  one  foot,  the  reft  of  the  ice,  on  which  his  other 
foot  flood,  broke  quite  to  pieces.  Another  was  obliged  to 
make  his  retreat  in  February  on  a  piece  of  ice,  and  draw 
his  kaiak  to  him ;  there  was  he  forced  to  fit  all  the  night 
in  his  wet  cloaths,  for  at  ftepping  out,  he  had  fallen 
into  the  water  up  to  his  breaft.  The  current  drove  the 
ice  out  to  fea,  and  he  faw  no  deliverance.  At  laft  the 
ice  feparated  fo  far,  that  he  could  make  his  way  throug^i 
it  to  land.  A  little  before  Chriftmas,  an  £uropeaj> 
brother  being  fhooting  eider-fowls  on  the  land,  faw  an 
over-turned  kaiak  driving  in  the  water;  he  had  two 
Greenlanders  with  him  to  fetch  the  fowls  out  of  the 
water  in  their  kaiaks  as  he  ftiot  them,  and  thefe  he 
difpatched  after  it.  They  foon  brought  a  poor  boy  of 
the  colony  to  land,  who  was  almoft  frozen  to  death, 
but  they  put  their  dry  cloaths  on  him,  and  carried  him 
ro  his  habitation. 

In  fummer  the  miilionarles  and  all  in  their  houfe  were 
vlfited  with  various  diforders.  Moft  of  them  had 
eruptions  like  St.  Anthony's-fire,  and  fome  fore  throats 
or  the  rafh.  Therefore  they  could  vifit  but  feldom 
abroad,  and  only  with  the  Greenlanders  that  went  to 
:ind  fro.  Being  once  upon  fuch  a  voyage,  a  violent 
fnow  fo  bewildered  them,  that  they  fleered  a  wrong 
ceurfe,  and  when  they  came  at  laft  to  land,  they  had 
fcarce  fet  foot  afhore  before  the  women's- boat  went  to 
pieces  from  the  weight  of  the  feals  they  had  loaded  it 
vvjth ;  fo  that  it  was  apparent  to  every  body  how  faith- 
fully the  angel  of  the  Lord  had  kept  his   hand  over 

N  4.  ^  :. 
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.      .     §  7- 
At  entering  their  winter-dwellings,    they  mifled   two 

families.  They  had  not  indeed  been  baptized  by  the 
brethren,  but  they  had  been  awhile  under  their  care. 
One  of  them  was  the  happily-ieparted  Jacob's  widow  and 
children,  who  removed  her  quarters  again  to  the 
colony. 

The  other  family  came  away  from  Frederic's-hope  laft 
year,  where  the  man,  whofe  name  was  Jacob,  had  been 
embroiled  in  a  quarrel.  They  then  inte  nded  to  have  proceed- 
ed northwards  to  their  heathenifli  countrymen,  but  were  ^ 
perfuaded  by  their  believing  relations  to  ftay  here. 
This  year  they  had  a  mind  to  profecute  their  travels  to 
the  north.  In  the  mean  time  the  man  was  perfuaded  by 
a  Dutch  fhip  to  go  to  Europe,  and  fent  a  meflage  to 
recommend  his  wife  and  children  to  the  brethren's  care 
during  his  abfence.  As  foon  as  they  heard  of  this  odd 
affair,  they  haftened  to  fetch  him  back,  but  came  too 
late.'  As  this  man  was  afterwards  made  a  fhow  of  in 
Holland  for  money,  (ome  friends  could  not  help  thinking 
from  his  deportment,  that  he  was  baptized  by  the 
brethren,  and  had  been  either  enticed  or  forced  away. 
The  circumflances  that  difcovered  this,  merit  a  m.ore 
ample  recital.  Firft  they  repeated  the  names  of  the 
milHonaries  to  him  ;  but  as  they  are  only  known  to  the 
Greenlanders  by  their  chriilian  names,  he  did  not  undcr- 
ftand  them.  Then  they  fung  the  tune  of  the  hymn  : 
"  The  Saviour's  blood  and  righteoufnefs,"  &c.  The 
.  Greenlander  fell  in  with  it  directly,  and  went  on  fmg- 
ing  fome  verfes  in  that  tune.  In  order  now  to  find  out 
whether  he  was  one  of  the  German,  or  Danifli  miffion, 
they  fung  a  tune  that  was  not  in  the  commion  hymn- 
books,  viz.  "  Only  matchlefs  heart !  this  fhall  be  for 
me,  my  repaff,  my  heaven  here,"  &c.  He  alfo  fung 
fome  verfes  in  this  tune.  In  the  mean  time  m.ore  fpec- 
tators  had  gathered  round  him;  to  thefe  the  Greenlander 
began  to  keep  adifcourfe;  they  could  only  underfland 
the  words  Jf/us  Chri/if  but  could  conje6f:ure  from  his 
geftures,  from  his  often  pointing  to  the  finery  of  the 
room  with  a  contemptuous  mien,  from  his  fmiting  with 
his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  falling  upon  his  knees, 
that  he  would  recommend  to  them  a  contempt  for  the 

world, 
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world,  and  would  extol  the  love  of  Jefus,  in  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  he  had  a  parcel  of  heathen  before  him.  Every 
body  was  amazed  at  it.  But  as  it  made  a  noife  in  the 
citv,  and  the  feamen  were  afraid  they  fhould  be  called 
to  account  for  it,  they  conveyed  him  aboard  the  fhip 
again.  In  the  mean  time  notice  was  given  of  it  to 
Matthew  Stach,  who  was  then  in  Herrnhuth.  He  made 
all  fpeed  to  Amfterdam,  to  deliver  him  from  this  odd 
fituation  difagreeable  for  a  human  creature ;  but  he  came 
too  late,  for  he  died  in  the  mean  time,  and  (according 
to  a  certificate  of  the  minifter)  bad  been  buried  in  the 
church-yard  of  NIeuendam.  Brother  Stach  had  reafon 
to  conclude  from  all  circumftances,  that  he  came  away 
voluntarily,  and  that  this  voyage  had  turned  out  a  blefP- 
ing  to  him,  and  for  the  deliverance  of  his  foul,  feeing  he 
had  intended  to  go  among  the  favages  again.  The 
family  he  left  behind  him,  repaired  to  their  own  relations, 
and  wandered  with  them  to  the  north. 

§8- 
This  diminution  of  fix  people  was  richly  made  up  by 
fixty-feven  new  ones,  v/hich  was  more  than  tenfold ; 
and  thefe  afforded  fuch  good  hopes,  that  fome  of  them, 
who  had  lived  fome  years  in  the  adjacent  places-  and  been 
inftrudled,  were  directly  numbered  among  the  candidates 
for  baptifm.  When  all  were  together,  they  renewed 
their  cuftomary  autumn-arrangements,  and  regulated  all 
the  inhabitants,  baptized  and  unbaptized,  and  whoever 
could  and  would  be  taught  (and  indeed  they  all  would) 
into  fifty-tv/o  clafTes,  twenty- one  among  the  men  and 
thirty-one  among  the  women.  They  began  a  new 
catechifation  of  the  baptized,  and  the  children  were  every 
day  catechifed  in  a  body  together,  befides  their  fchool- 
hours,  when  each  fex  was  taught  feparately.  The 
fmgle  brethren  and  boys,  built  a  feparate  houfe  for  them- 
felves,  vi^here  they  might  live  and  fleep  during  the  winter. 
The  catechift  confecrated  it  with  a  difcourfe  and  prayer, 
and  they  kept  alfo  a  love-feaft  at  their  entrance.  He 
took  the  fpecial  infpeilion  of  it  upon  himfelf,  and  as  he 
had  the  inflruclion  of  the  boys  committed  to  him,  fo  he 
alfo  took  care  that  each  of  them  might  be  provided  in 
due  time  with  a  kaiak  and  all  neceflary  tackle,    which 
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was  given  out  of  the  common  magazine  to  fuch  as  had 
no  father  or  proper  mafter. 

The  ufual  Sunday's  and  week-day  meetings  were  con- 
tinued with  new  grace,  and  the  Greenlanders  did  not 
like  to  mifs  any  of  them  without  neceffity.  But  as  the 
meetings  were  obliged  to  be  kept  by  lamp-light  both 
morning  and  evening,  on  account  of  the  exceeding  fhort 
winter-days,  that  the  Greenlanders  might  not  be  hindered 
in  procuring  food  j  therefore  it  was  reprefented  to  them 
as  reafonable,  that  they  {hould  provide  the  lamp-oil 
themfelves  according  to  their  ability,  which  had  hitherto 
been  bought  by  the  brethren  of  them.  They  confented 
quite  willingly  to  it,  and  colledied  fo  much  together, 
that  there  was  even  an  overplus,  which  they  gave  to  fome 
poor  people. 

§9. 

One  ignorant  foul  after  another  of  the  new  inhabitants 
was  enlightned,  and  filled  with  a  true  longing  after 
falvation  in  the  blood  of  Jefus ;  which  one  exprefied 
more,  another  lefs,  but  all  intimated  it  by  their  words, 
and  often  by  their  tears,  fo  that  there  was  no  room  left 
to  doubt  of  the  fmcerity  of  their  mind.  In  confequcnce 
ef  this,  thirty- two  fouls  were  enibodied  this  year  into 
the  congregation  by  holy  baptifm.  Ifaac  Kainsek  was 
the  firft,  and  his  fifter's  daughter  Maiua  Therefa  Arnakok 
was  the  lait. 

Twenty-eight  baptized  were  admitted  to  the  holy 
communion,  and  fix  pairs  joined  in  marriage.  Five  ot 
the  fixty-fevcn  new  inhabitants  died  without  baptifm, 
but  they  had  heard  the  gofpel,  and  not  without  blefiing. 
Among  the  feventeen  baptized,  that  went  to  their  eternal 
home,  the  five  following  are  the  moft  obfervable. 

I.)  Hedwig,  was  baptized  in  1746,  became  a  commu- 
nicant in  1750,  and  this  year  entered  the  married  ftate. 
Her  courfe  of  life  was  fimple,  and  in  humility  joyful^ 
and  thence  liable  to  few  vicifiitudes.  At  the  capelin- 
lifhery  in  Piffikfarbik  /he  was  feized  with  a  violent  colic 
and  jaundice.  When  it  v/as  thought  fhe  had  loft  her 
fpeech,  fhe  began  to  fing :  "  Ah  my  heart's  lovely  JcCwz 
*'  Chrift, — Thou  haft  the  (ohck  bed, — where  thy 
"^^  fabbatvc  hearts  can  tf  ft,"  &r,     '$h?  pointed  upwards 
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with  her  finger,  and  afked  thofe  who  flood  round  her, 
if  they  could  not  fee  our  Saviour  ftanding  there  with  his 
wounds,  and  waiting  for  her.  Thefe  were  her  laft 
words,  and  foon  after  fhe  fell  fweetly  afleep.  Her 
exanimate  body  was  brought  to  Newherrnhuth,  and 
there  buried. 

2.)  Beata,  entered  into  reft  after  a  three  days  hard 
and  fruitlefs  labour  in  childbed ;  a  rare  inftance  among 
the  Greenlanders.  On  the  other  hand,  the  lately-depart- 
ed Mofes's  widow  ran  home  from  fifhing  on  the  ice,  and 
when  fhe  found  feme  ftrangers  in  the  houfe,  retired  to  a 
Greenland  ftore- houfe,  and  there  bore  a  fine  fon,  which 
ihe  brought  direcSlly  after  to  be  baptized. 

3.)  Thomas,  was  pulled  over  in  his  kaiak  by  a  feal*'. 
After  fome  days  he  was  found  again,  and  buried  here. 
He  came  hither  in  1743  vvith  his  brother  Nathanael,  was 
baptized  the  year  after,  and  admitted  to  the  holy  com- 
munion  1750.  He  was  twice  married,  and  condud^ed 
himfelf  in  that  ftate  like  a  prieft  of  God.  He  was  of  a 
lively  temper  and  a  pleafant  converfation.  But  the  jewel 
that  made  him  moft  valuable  and  agreeable  was,  a  heart 
peaetrated  by  the  fufFerings  of  God,  lb  that  he  rejoiced 
whenever  he  heard  any  thing  fpoken  or  fung  of  the 
wounds  of  Jefus. 

4, )  Helena,  was  one  of  the  firft  that  were  awakened 
and  dwelt  at  Newherrnhuth,  but  went  foon  after  with 
her  late  hufband  Laban  again  to  the  north  ;  yet  as  .they 
could  find  no  reft  any  v/here,  they  came  here  again  in 
1743,  Since  her  being  made  partaker  of  baptifm  and 
the  Lord's-fupper,  fhe  has  led  a  quiet  happy  life  in  the 
converfe  with  our  Saviour ;  and  in  her  long  paralytic 
diforder  fhe  rejoiced  all  that  vifited  her  with  her  bright; 
ferene  countenance,  and  her  animating  difcourfe  about 
the  ardent  expediation  (he  had  of  her  releafe. 

5.)  Boaz,  fl/Zcx  Okkomiak,  was  one  of  the  firft  Inhabi- 
tants here,  but  the  brethren  were  obliged  to  wait  for 
his  entire  converfion  till  the  twelfth  year.  He  came  to 
us  in  1738  with  his  brother-in-law  Samuel  Kajarnak. 
But  when  the  afiaflins  murdered  his  brother  Innungeitfok 
in  1739,  and  lay  in  wait   for  his  life,  Samuel  conveyed 

*  This  pulling-over  happens,  when  the  ftrbig  that  the  bladder  is  faftened 
to,  entangles  about  the  kajak  or  the  body  of  the  man,  and  confequently 
the  man  is  drawn  under  water  by  it, 

him 
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him  to  the  fouth  for  fefety.  In  1740  he  came  back,  but 
foon  proceeded  further  north  with  his  brother  Tuflillartok. 
But  the  uneafmefs  of  his  heart  drew  him  back  again  into 
this  country.  Yet  he  held  out  till  1749  before  he 
entirely  difengaged  himfelf  from  the  favages,  and  all  this 
while  his  now  happily  departed  fifter  Anna  was  forced 
to  take  up  her  abode  conftantly  with  him.  At  laft 
he  drew  nearer,  and  as  he  had  long  counted  the  coft, 
he  now  gave  himfelf  up  without  any  further  demurr  to 
the  Lord  and  his  congregation.  He  was  baptized  in 
175O,  partook  of  the  Lord's-fupper  in  1752,  and  foon 
after  v/as  bleffed  to  his  marriage  entered  upon  among 
the  heathen.  He  had  a  tender  feeling  of  our  Saviour, 
an  unfeigned  brotherly  love,  a  lowly  mind,  and  an 
humble  w'alk.  He  was  an  edification  to  every  body  in 
his  ficknefs,  and  no  one  that  faw  him  could  refrain 
from  tears  of  joy.  Something  like  Jefus  flione  out  of 
his  face,  and  as  he  was  otherwifc  of  a  filent  difpofition, 
his  expreffions  of  the  wounds  of  Jefus,  which  his  living 
faith  now  hoped  to  be  gratified  with  the  fight  of,  made 
fo  much  the  greater  imprefiion.  When  his  brother,  and 
fc^ne  of  his  acquaintance  ftill  among  the  heathen,  vifit- 
ed  him  on  his  fick  bed,  he  recommended  the  happinefs 
he  had  found,  in  fuch  a  lovely  manner  to  them,  that 
they  promifed  with  tears  to  feek  after  it  too.  He  re- 
tained his  fenfes  to  the  laft,  and  often  cried  out :  "  O 
**  hciv  beajitiful !  O  how  delightful !  "  And  when  he  was 
afked,  what  it  v/as  ?  he  anfwered,  "  My  Savicur !  ha 
*'  wounds!'"  In  this  manner  he  departed  hence  to  his 
everlafting  abode  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  and  left 
sn  indelible  impreiiion  upon  all  prefent. 

§  10. 

I  fhall  clofe  this  year's  account  with  fome  Incidental 
clrcumftances.  The  fhip  arrived  June  14,  and  failed 
again  in  Auguft  for  Frederic's-Hope,  but  within  three 
weeks  it  returned  again,  having  fuftained  much  damage 
and  been  expofed  to  much  danger  in  ftorms  and  ice. 
Gonfequently  the  fouth-colony  was  obliged  to  fetch 
their  provifions  from  hence,  and  by  this  opportunity 
Mr.  Buch  the  niilhonarv  there,  came  here  on  a  vifit. 

This 
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This  year  one  of  the  fervants  of  the  factory  returned 
from  a  voyage  fouthwards  for  the  difcovery  of  the  eaft- 
fide  of  Greenland.  It  feems  as  if  he  had  pufhed  forward 
a  few  leagues  further  than  Mr.  Egede  had  done,  and 
met  with  feveral  good  proyiding-places  and  many  peo- 
ple, but  there  was  fo  much  ice,  that  according  to  his 
opinion  it  would  be  difficult  to  land  there,  except  in  the 
month  of  September. 

Three  years  ago,  two  baptized  families  mo'v'xd  from 
another  colony  to  their  relariojis  in  New-Herrnhut,  and 
brought  a  hearty  letter  of  recommendation  from  their 
milfionary  to  the  brethren  ;  and  laft  year  they  went 
back  again  with  a  teftimony  of  their  good  beha\'iour, 
and  a  letter  to  the  miilionary.  This  occafioned  the 
following  anfwer,  which,  for  the  fake  of  its  edifying 
contents,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  communicate,  tranflated 
from  the  Danifh,  and  omitting  unnecelTary  particulars. 

*'  Sincerely  beloved  friend  and  brother  in  our  com- 
"  mon  Saviour  ! 

"  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you,  and  owe  you  my  beft 
"  thanks  for  your  kind  letter  by  the  baptized  Green- 
*'  landers,  who  arrived  here  laft  autumn ;  and  having 
**  an  opportunity  by  fome  Greenlanders  going  into  your 
**  parts,  I  now  tranfmit  you  my  acknowledgements  by 
"  thefe  few  lines  with  the  utmoft  integrity  and  af- 
"  fecSfion. 

"  It  gave  me  great  joy,  and  excited  me  to  blefs  and 
**  praife  the  Lord,  when  I  fav/  by  your  letter,  and 
*'  heard  by  the  verbal  relation  of  the  Greenlanders,  that 
'*  the  faithful  Saviour  daily  accomplifhes  his  gracious 
*'  promifes,  and  blefles  the  publication  of  the  gofpel  of 
*'  his  death  and  blood  to  many  fouls,  v.'hom.,  as  the 
*',  true  Friend  of  men,  he  attracts  and  allures  to  him- 
"  felf,  as  a  reward  for  the  anguifh  and  diftrcis  which  he 
"  underwent  for  them  ;  and  alfo  that  in  general  he  is 
"  daily  near  to  you,  my  dear  brethren,  with  the  blsffed 
*'  fruits  and  efFedls  of  his  death  and  blood. 

"  With  refpedl  to  me  poor  creature,  i  can  praife  mjf 
*'  merciful  Saviour,  that  I  know  and  believe,  all  mjr 
*'  falvation  depends  on  my  knowing  the  crucified  Jefus, 
*'  and  being  foupd  ia  him,   and  that  I  have  a  righ- 

"  teoufnels 
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'«  teoufnefs  not  made  up  of  good  works  and  external 
"^  piety,  but  by  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  with  which  alone 
«*  I  can  go  to  meet  the  refurredlion  of  the  dead.  This 
*'  is  alfo  what  I  inceflantly  declare  to  the  poor  Green- 
*'  landers,  according  to  the  grace  and  power  that  our 
"  dear  Saviour  himfelf  endows  me  with.  I  alfo  tell 
*'  them  the  unfathomable  riches  of  the  grace  of  Jefus 
*'  for  all  that  turn  to  him  as  poor  loft  fmners,  and 
*'  accept  in  faith  the  atonement  and  reconciliation 
*'  which  he  made  by  his  agony  and  blood-fhedding. 
**  And  this  laft  winter  he  has  blefied  this  fimple  word 
**  of  the  crofs  to  fome  fouls,  who  have  a  feeling  in  their 
*'  hearts  that  they  need  a  Saviour,  and  whom  I  have 
*'  baptized.  Thefe,  and  the  children  born  to  the 
**  Greenlanders  baptized  before,  amount  to  thirty-five 
**  fouls.  May  the  benign  Saviour,  who  has  begun  to 
"  lead  them  to  the  blefled  knowledge  of  his  grace,  re- 
*'  veal  himfelf  further  to  their  poor  hearts,  as  him  that 
**  imparts  falvation  and  happinefs.  May  he  grant  them 
*'  to  experience  what  power  lies  in  his  blood  to  forgive, 
*'  purify  and  fan6lify  them,  yea  to  make  them  perfectly 
'^  happy  in  time  and  eternity. 

*'  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1752,  an  epidemical 
'*  difeafe  raged  among  the  Greenlanders  in  our  neigh- 
**  bourhocd,  of  which  half  of  the  baptized  people,  and 
*^  an  incredible  number  of  the  heathen  died  very  fud- 
^^  denly.  This  mortality  lafted  the  whole  fummer, 
"  but  towards  autumn  moft  of  them  withdrew  further 
*'  north,  where  it  feems  death  followed  and  cut  off  moft 
**  of  them.  But  mercy  has  hitherto  fpared  mine,  and 
'*  thofe  that  dwell  with  me. 

Now  my  dear  friend  and  brother,  pray  greet  your 
**  whole  houfe,  and  all  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus,  from 
"  me,  your  poor  but  fmcerely  affedtionate  brother, 
*^-*  through  the  grace  of  our  Saviour.  May  the  grace  of 
*'  our  Lord  Jefus  be  with  you  all,  and  grant  you  to 
"  enjoy  daily  the  fruits  of  his  death  and  blood.  Think 
'*  alfo  on  me,  when  you  lie  in  the  duft  at  our  Saviour's 
'*  feet,  and  pray  for  me.  This  good  hope  I  have  in 
"  you,  (O  that  I  could  but  fee  you  and  fpeak  with 
*'  you!)  and  in  this  hope  I  conclude,  with  repeated 
*'  hearty  falutations  from  mc  and  my  colleagues,  and 

"  with 
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<«  with  renewed  wifhes  of  every  blefling  for  foul  and 
"  body,  and  remain,  ^c." 


The  twenty-second  Year,  1754. 

§  I. 

THIS  year  was  remarkable  beyond  all  others,  in 
that  the  Lord  in  his  wifdom  (often  unfearchable  to 
man)  was  pleafed  fo  to  vifit  the  Greenland  congregation, 
that  near  fixty  baptized,  without  reckoning  the  unbap- 
tized  catechumens,  were  tranflocated  out  of  this  time 
mto  a  happy  eternity,  which  never  happened,  to  fuch  an 
amount,  before  nor  fmce.  No  month  but  January  and 
December,  was  free  from  inftances  of  mortality.  I  fhall 
now  proceed  to  give  the  account  of  them,  month  after 
month,  and  fubjoin  fome  inward  and  outward  circum- 
ftances  relating  to  the  courfe  of  the  Greenland  con- 
gregation. 

The  year  was  begun  with  the  holy  communion,  at 
which  they  could  be  all  prefent  this  time,  viz.  146 
perfons,  for  they  were  all  in  good  bodily  health,  and  in 
iuch  a  fituation  of  heart,  that  the  brethren  could  rejoice 
in  them. 

The  feftival  and   memorial  days,    that  fell  out  in  this 
month,  were  celebrated  with  grace  and  joy,  viz.  Epiphany, 
which  is  the  Heathen's  feftival,  and  the  19th  of  January, 
which    is  the  memorial-day  of  the  Greenland  miffion. 
On  the  firft  of  thefe,  viz.  Jan.  6,  was  a  fermon  on  Luke 
xi.  28.  BleJJedcrre  they  that  hear  the  word  ofGod^  and  keep  it ; 
and  in  the  afternoon  on  Eph.  ii.  19,  20.  Now  therefore  ye 
are  no  more  Jh  angers  and  foreigner  s^  hut  fellow-citizens  zvith  the 
faints,  and  of  the  hou/hold  of  God  \  and  are  built  upon  the  fcun- 
datim  of  the  apoftles  and  prophets,  y^fi'^  Chrifi  himfelf  being  the 
chief  corner-fione .     In  the  application,  fomething  was  faid 
about  the  reception  among  the  candidates   for   baptifm, 
what   fuch   new  domeftics  of  God's  houfhold   have  to 
enjoy,  and  how  they  ought  to  deport  themfelves  in  the 
profpeft  of  baptifm  and   the  other  privileges  of  the  houfe 
of  God,  which  they  have  to  await.    Then  llxteen  perfons 
were  received,  viz.  two  married  men,    one  fmgle  man, 
three  married   women,    five    widows,    and    five    fmgle 

women. 
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women.  Afterwards  feme  unbaptized  came  and  ex- 
prefTed  their  forrow  with  weeping  eyes,  that  their  hcpes 
of  reception  had  mifcarried,  and  begged  they  might  not 
be  forgotten. 

Jan.  19,  was  the  monthly^  congregation -day.  Ac- 
counts were  read  from  other  congregations  among  the 
heathen:  Then  was  the  preaching  on  Jer.  xxix.  u. 
J  know  the  thoughts  that  I  think  towards  you,  faith  the  Lord^ 
thoughts  of  peace,  &c.  At  which  the  teacher's  as  well  as 
the  hearers  tears  flowed  more  readily  than  the  words. 
Afterwards  four  perfons  were  baptized,  and  a  fick  wo- 
man in  her  houfe.  At  the  feftival  agape  they  called  to 
mind,  to  the  praife  of  our  Saviour,  what  an  afpe6t 
things  had  here  twenty-one  years  ago,  and  what  had 
been  done  on  this  nation  fince  that  time.  Next,  the 
congregation-day's  lefTon  was  read  and  illuftrated,  which 
is  commonly  one  of  the  Pfalms,  or  a  chapter  out  of 
the  prophets.  Then  a  widow  was  received  among  the 
candidates  for  baptifm,  and  all  was  concluded  with 
prayer  and  thankfgiving  kneeling. 

The  other  three  Sundays  of  this  month,  viz.  Jan.  13, 
20  and  27,  were  folemnized  as  ufual.  In  the  Sunday 
morning-meeting,  a  part  of  the  litany  of  the  life,  fuf- 
ferings  and  death  of  Jefus  was  prayed ;  then  a-fhort  ex- 
hortation was  given  to  each  choir,  and  fomething  fung 
and  prayed  with  the  fucklings.  It  was  often  obferved 
of  this  laft,  that  a  peculiar  prefence  of  our  Saviour  was 
perceived,  who  ordains  himfelf  praife  from  babes.  The 
texts  of  the  afternoon's  fermons  were  taken  out  of  Epb. 
V.  2.  of  the  returns  of  love  to  Chrift,  who  loved  us  fo  as 
to  die  for  us ;  out  of  Ifa.  li.  i,  2.  of  the  hole  of  the  rock 
in  the  holy  fide  of  Jefus,  from  whence  all  believers 
were  born,  and  from  whence  they  derive  their  daily 
nourifhment  ;  and  laflly  out  of  Ifa.  Ixi.  10.  of  the 
robe  of  righteoufnefs  in  the  blood  of  Chrift.  The  laft 
public  meeting  on  Sundays  for  the  church-litany,  was 
always  enlivened  with  particular  grace,  and  was  not 
willingly  mifled  by  any  one. 

The  week-day  meetings'  could  not  always  be  kept  in 
proper  order,  becaufe  fuch  drifts  of  fnow  were  often 
whirled  about,  that  the  people  could  not  fet  their  foot 
out  of  doors.    At  fuch.  times  the  Greenland  helpers  kept 

a  Ihort 
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a  fhort  exhortation  or  finging-hour  in  their  houfes; 
and  once  or  twice  every  week  one  of  them  kept  a  dif- 
courfe  in  the  meeting-hall.  The  brethren  improved  fuch 
days  of  reft  in  perfecting  themfelves  in  the  language, 
tranfiating  fomething,  or  reading  the  inftructive  ac- 
counts and  letters  fent  from  Europe.  But  the  Green- 
landers  that  v/ere  gone  abroad  to  catch  birds  before  fuch 
ftorms,  fell  frequently  into  the  moft  extreme  danger, 
cfpecially  when  great  quantities  of  ice  came  driving 
again  into  the  jnlet.  Some  were  obliged  to  make  their 
retreat  on  an  uninhabited  ifland  ;  .fome  overfet,  and 
were  brought  to  themfelves,  after  they  had  been  half 
dead  and  frozen  ;  and  fome  having  fpent  the  cold  night 
on  a  piece  of  ice,  were  obliged  either  to  go  above  two 
leagues  over  it  carrying  their  kaiaks,  the  ice  breaking 
often  under  them,  or  to  make  their  way  through  it. 

§    2. 

In  February,  things  proceeded  in  the  fame  blefTed 
track,  but  their  outward  circumftances  were  no  better. 
The  feaft  of  the  prefentation  of  Jefus  in  the  temple  on 
the  2d  of  February,  being  Sunday,  was  accordingly 
celebrated  j  only  that  on  account  of  the  bad  weather,  2 
fermon  was  kept  on  Luke  ii.  inftead  of  the  choir-meet- 
ings, and  in  the  application  the  widowers  and  widows 
were  wiftied  fuch  a  joy  at  the  confolation  of  Ifracl,  as 
Simeon  and  Anna  felt  when  they  faw  Jefus  and  took 
him  up  in  their  arms.  Afterwards  the  holy  communion 
was  held. 

On  the  congregation  -  day  the  17th,  after  public 
preaching  on  i  John  v.  6,  7.  ten  perfons  were  baptized. 
They  anfwered  the  queftions  made  them  with  a  modeft 
readinefs,  and  let  many  a  tear  drop  from  their  eyes. 
And  after  a  difcourfe  about  reception,  eight  catechu- 
mens, who  had  repeatedly  exprefled  their  defire,  were 
received  among  the  candidates  and  prayed  for. 

In  general  the  brethren  found,  in  the  conferences  they 
held  with  the  keepers  of  claffes  or  helpers,  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  wrought  with  great  alTiduity  on  the  hearts  of  the 
new  inhabitants,  and  they  were  rejoiced  with  charming 
teftimonials  fometimes  oi  one,  and  fometimes  of  ano- 
ther. 

Vol.  II.  O  U& 
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Laft  month  four  children  were  born  and  baptized^ 

but  in  this  month  only  one.     A  fon  was  alfo  born  to  the 

miflionary  John  Beck,  who  received  the  name  of  Chri- 

'  Jtian-Renatus  in  baptifm. 

Feb.  4,  a  lively  youth,  of  particular  gqod  hopes,  de- 
parted this  life  '  happily  of  a  lingering  confumption. 
They  write  of  him  as  follows  i  *'  Our  Chriftian  was 
**  born  in  the  north,  An.  1737,  came  to  us  in  1746, 
^'i  was  baptized  the  year  after,  and  admitted  to  the  holy 
"  communion  in  I7$0.  Ke  had  a  bright  and  ready 
«<  genius,  foon  learnt  in  the  fchool  to  read  and  write  Green- 
<'  landifh  and  German,  and  did  us  great  fcrvice  in  copying 
<«  and  tranflating.  He  alfo  learnt  fomething  of  mufic, 
<«  and  by  that  means  helped  to. bring  the  linging  iato 
*'  better  order.  At  the  fame  tim.e  he  by  no  means  ne- 
*'  gle£led  to  attain  due  dexterity  in  the  Greenland  atts 
«'  and  occupations.  No  one  that  faw  him  could  help 
**  wondering  at  him,  and  we  hoped  we  fhould  once 
<'  have  a  ferviceable  helper  in  him,  efpecially  among 
«'  the  young  people.  Yet  the  thing  that  gave  us  moft 
"  joy,  was  tlie  tender  difpofition  of  his  heart.  If  at 
*'  any  time  he  was  overtaken  with  a  fault,  he  came  di- 
*«  recStly  to  be  his  own  accufer,  and  wept  and  prayed  for 
<<  forgivcnefs.  He  had  a  juft  conception  of  the  aim  of 
*<  the  fmgle  brethren's  living  together,  and  as  foon  as  he 
<'  heard  that  they  ihould  build  a  houfe  for  themfelves, 
"  he  rejoiced  like  a  child,  and  did  what  he  could  to- 
"  wards  it.  He  has  particularly  gone  "on  in  this  lovelv 
*'  way  fmce  the  bkffed  vifitadon  two  years  ago  J  having 
*'  grown  wa'fe  to  that  which  is  good  from  forrowful  ex- 
<'  pericnce.  Of  this  he  wrote,  among  other  things,  as 
*'  follows.;  *'  I  was  in  a  wretched  condition  in  body  and 
*'  foul,  for  I  liad  a^led  like  thofe  that  have  no  Saviour. 
*'  Verily  our  Saviour  defpifes  no  ma;i,  though  he  be  fit 
*'  for  nothing  but  to  be  caft  away.  I  was  excluded  the 
*'  fellowfliip  of  the  communicants.  Then  I  prayed  our 
"  Saviour  to  have  mercy  on  me.     At  laft  he  was  gra- 

■  *'  cious  to  me,  and  took  me  agai;i  to  the  enjoyment  of 
*'  his  flefli  and  blood.  Then  my  heart  grew  warm  and 
*'  happy  anew.  Now  I  have  given  him  my  heart  en- 
*'  tirely,   and  I  will  turn  my  ^y^^  no  more  from  him. 

*^  My 
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*'  My  heart  is  our  Saviour's,  and  is  one  with  the  be- 
*'  lievers,  and  our  Saviour  is  in  the  midft  of  us." 

In  his  ficknefs  he  often  fang  his  favourite  verfes  :  "  O 
"  Head  fo  full  of  bruifcs,  &c.  I'll  here  with  thee 
"  continue, — tho'  poof,  defpife  me  not,'*  &c.  No- 
body could  vifit  him  without  tears  of  joy.  When  he 
obierved  that  his  releafe  drew  nigh,  he  afKed  feveral 
times,  if  the  Lofd's-fupper  would  not  be  foon  again,  and 
having  fatisfied  his  longing  the  fecond  inftant,  he  went 
to-day  out  of  this  vale  of  mifery  to  the  congregation 
above  in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  age  ;  and  our  fincere 
thanks  afcended  with  him,  that  our  Saviour  gave  him  to 
us,  and  left  him  fo  long  to  our  joy  and  fervice. 

The  loth,  the  fmgle  fifter  Shulamith  follow^ed  him. 
A  §t'  Anthony's  fire,  which  fucceeded  a  boil  that  broke 
out  in  h,er  face,  was  the  means  of  her  going  to  our 
.Saviour,  the  unfeen  obje<£l  of  her  faith  and  love. 

The  1 2th,  the  widower  Barzillai  followed  her,  the 
eldeft  man  in  the  place.  He  was  a  perfon  of  fenfe  and 
dijlinction  among  the  Greenlanders,  and  the  head  of  a 
numerous  family,  moft  of  whom  came  here  with  him 
and  flayed  ;  or  rather  his  children  brought  him  hither, 
efpecially  his  daughter  Bathfheba,  who  was  baptized 
long  before  him.  (See  An.  1746,  §  2.)  While  he 
was  fiill  among  the  heathen,  he  once  afked  one  of  the 
miflionaries ;  "  Haft  thou  feen  the  God  whom  thou 
"  fpeakelt  fo  much  of?"  The  miffionary  anfwered : 
"  I  have  not  yet  feen  him, '  but  I  love  him  with  all  my 
*'  heart,  and  1  and  all  true  believers  fhali  once  fee  him 
*'  with  our  bodily  eyes."  This  confident  anfwer  muft 
have  occafioned  a  deep  impreflion  and  a  great  deal  of 
reflection  in  him,  becaufe,  after  he  was  baptized  in  the 
year  1747,  he  ftill  very  often  called  it  to  mind.  The 
brethren  had  caufe  to  rejoice  heartily  at  the  ftill,  but 
happy  walk  of  this  old  man  ;  and  yet  they  did  not  dif- 
cover  till  in  his  ficknefs,  what  lay  in  the  deepeft  recefi'es 
of  his  heart,  for  while  he  lay  in  racking  pains  of  the 
colic  he  was  extraordinary  happy,  and  when  it  remitted 
in  the  leaft,  he  fung  the  fweeteft  verfes  of  the  fufFcrings 
of  God  ;  among  the  reft  :  "  Aiy  own  wounds  of  Jefus, — 
**  mine,  mine  ye  're  furely  ; — it  "is  as  if  you  v/ere  open'd 
'*  purely — for  me  alone."  Again :  "  Thy  Spirit  of  glad- 
O  2  "  "  nefs 
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**  r.efs  give  me  pow'r,— heal  me  with  all  thy  bruifcs ; — 
•'  wafli  mc  in  my  departing  hour — with  thy  fwcat's 
*'  bloody  juices, — and  take  me  home,  when  thou  Ihalt 
*'  pleafe, — that  I  in  faith  may  end  ray  days, — and  go  to 
"  thy  dcded." 

A  young  woman  called  Abigail,  who  was  baptized 
Jan.  19,  alfo  went  home  this  month.  She  completed 
the  number  of  a  hundred  that  had  gone  home  to  our 
Saviour  in  Ncw-Herrnhuth,  and  this  hundred  was  juft 
a  quarter-part  of  all  the  Greenlanders  baptized  fmce 
J  739.  Let  their  bones  flourilh  again  out  of  their  place. 
(Ecdus.  xlix.  lO.) 

§3. 

The  monflrous  cold  that  lafted  all  laft  month,  rofe  to 
fuch  a  pitch  in  March,  that  the  windows  and  the  ftones 
burft.  At  the  fame  time  there  were  fuch  floats  of  ice, 
that  it  was  but  feldom  any  one  could  put  to  fea,  and 
when  the  cncreafing  famine  obliged  the  Greenlanders  to 
venture  out,  the  leaft  variation  of  the  wind  put  them  in 
imminent  dan<rer.  The  fmsle  brother  Lot  loft  his  life 
by  it.  He  had  retreated  to  an  ifland,  and  next  day,  when 
he  attempted  to  go  home,  he  was  crufhed  between  the 
ice,  and  driven  away  with  it,  fo  that  he  could  not  be 
faved.  At  laft  the  inlet  was  quite  covered  with  ice,  fo 
that  a  perfon  might  walk  on  foot  from  the  iflands 
fix  leagues  off  to  the  colony.  As  foon  as  the  communi- 
cation was  open  again,  they  faw  and  heard  the  great 
mifery  of  the  poor  heathen,  who  came  in  a  ftarving 
condition  to  get  food.  As  long  as  our  people  had  any 
thing,  they  freely  parted  with  it,  and  let  no  one  go 
hungry  away. 

They  could  have  no  thought  of  vifiting  the  heathen  in 
fuch  circumftances,  but  they  them.fclvcs  cam>e  in  their 
kajaks  ;  indeed  they  came  only  out  of  temporal  motives, 
but  yet  thsy  always  heard  fomething  on  thefe  occafions, 
that  might  be  profitable  for  their  fouls  in  their  diftrefs, 
and  as  foon  as  the  pafTage  was  fully  open,  one  family 
came  to  ftay.  In  the  mean  time  the  teachers  took  a 
particular  care  of  the  unbaptized  inhabitants.  They 
found  moft  of  them  very  defirous  of  being  taught,  and 
j^rowini^  in  the  knovvlcdge  of  the  truth  and  the  longing 

after 
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after  baptifm.  At  fpeaking  once  with  an  old  widower, 
he  exprefled  himfelf  thus  :  "  I  am  ftill  very  finful,  and 
**  when  I  hear  how  I  am  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
**  Saviour,  I  foon  forget  the  words  again.  But  yet 
*'  I  have  obferved  three  expreffions,  which  I  bear  con- 
*'  ftantly  in  mind  :  i.)  Dear  Saviour,  I  am  good  for 
**  nothing,  have  mercy  on  me  !  2.)  Make  me  to  believe 
**  -in  thee.  3.)  Wafh  me  with  thy  blood  from  my  defile- 
*'  ment,  and  bring  me  into  fuch  a  ftate,  as  I  fhould  be 
"  in,  in  order  to  be  faved."  Not  long  after,  this  man 
and  four  other  catechumens  were  received  among  the 
candidates  for  baptifm.  But  being  with  the  reft  on  the 
fifhery,  he  left  the  world  before  he  was  baptized,  yet  in 
reliance  on  the  merits  and  mercy  of  Jefus. 

The  holy  communion  was  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  and  the  congregation-day  fell  on  the  25th  of 
March,  the  feftival  of  the  incarnation  of  Jefus.  The 
difcourfe  was  on  the  feftival- gofpel,  Luke  i.  26 — 38. 
adding  to  it  the  leflbn  out  of  Ifa.  vii.  Then  accounts  were 
read  from  the  Indian  congregation  at  Pachgatgoch  in 
New-England,  and  five  catechumens  were  received. 
And  as  the  dodtrinal  article  of  the  merit  of  Jefus's 
Humanity,  being  the  ground  to  the  fan6lificatIon  of  the 
human  foul  and  members,  gave  rife  to  the  feftival  of  all 
choirs  in  the  brethren's  congregations  ;  fo  aJfo  here  our 
Saviour's  mcritorioufly  afluming  and  bearino;  the  human 
frame  was  laid  before  the  believing  Greenlanders, 
according  to  their  different  fexes,  ages  and  ftates,  as  the 
fountain  and  means  of  the  faniStification  of  foul  and 
body. 

Soon  after  the  widow  Rebecca,  the  only  grown  perfon 
baptized  this  month,  departed  this  life  happily  and  with 
an  earneft  longing  to  fee  her  Saviour. 

§4. 
In  April  the  cold  broke  at  laft,  and  the  ice  drove  from 
the  land  to  fea.  Our  Greenlanders,  notwithftanding 
their  diftributions  to  the  poor,  had  hitherto  got  through 
pretty  well,  though  in  other  places  many  had  difcd  again 
for  hunger.  And  now  they  could  go  again  after  their 
food,  and  brought  home  fome  hallibuts  and  feals,  which 
are  a  rarity  at  this  fcafon.  Nov,-  alfo  the  miflionaries 
O  3  could 
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could  vifit  the  heathen  again,  and  were  received  and 
heard  in  a  friendly  manner  by  their  old  acquaintance ; 
but  yet  in  general  they  did  not  lay  the  matter  much  to 
heart.  It  was  rather  found,  that  the  word  made  a  deepef 
impreffion  on  the  perfectly  flrange  and  ignorant  Green- 
landers,  than  on  their  old  acquaintance,  who  were 
accufliomcd  to  it.  Having  vifited  in  all  the  houfes,  and 
inflruclcd  all  that  defired  it,  in  the  way  of  falvation  ; 
they  returned  home,  and  brought  a  v/oman  on  a  vifit, 
and  a  bey  to  flay,  v/ith  the  confent  of  his  father. 

Then  they  celebrated  the  folemn  and  blefled  feafon  of 
Pamon-w.ek,  read  every  day  a  portion  but  of  the  PafHon- 
hiftory,  fpoke  with  the  communicants  concerning  the 
Lord's-fupper,.  kept  the  communion-agape,  and  the 
pedilavium  with  them  on  Thurfday,  according  to  the 
inftruclion  in  John  xiil ;  and  in  the  night,  in  which  our 
Lord  was  betrayed,  they  celebrated  his  holy  facramental 
fupper.  On  Good-Friday  in  the  morning,  they  pro- 
firated  themfelves  on  their  faces,  and  poured  out  their 
thankfgiving  with  many  tears.  Some  ftrange  heathen 
were  there  on  a  viut,  and  not  without  emotion  attended 
to  the  inculcation  of  the  death  of  Jefus  in  the  public 
meetings;  and  fome  of  them,  who  had  relations  already 
among  us,  flayed  there. 

On  Eafter-morning  early,  the  congregation  went  to 
tlie  burying-ground,  called  to  mind  the  eighteen  brethren 
and  filters  by  name,  who  were  gone  home  fm.ce  laft 
Eafter ;  and  replete  with  the  hope  of  a  joyful  refurrec- 
tion,  they  prayed  for  everlafting  fellov/fhip  with  them  and 
the  church  made  perfe^  around  the  throne  of  the  Lamb. 
After  their  return  to  the  chapel,  a  fermon  was  preached 
on  our  participating  of  our  Saviour's  reft  in  the  grave 
and  his  refurredlion.  Then  followed  the  exhortations  to 
every  choir.  In  the  afteriioon  ten  candidates  were 
fpcken  with  once  more,  and  after  the  feftlval-difcourfe 
on  i?COT.vi.3,  4.  they  were  buried  into  the  death  of  Jefus 
by  holy  baptifm.  The  day  was  concluded  with  the 
li  an/,  at  which  a  man  was  excluded  the  congrega- 
tion for  bad  treatment  of  his  domeftics,  v/hich  he  had 
bev;n  often  reproved  for,  but  not  amended.  On  Eafter- 
Alonday,  a  blelTed  fermon  was  preached  on  the  dialogue 
:«f  the   rifen  Jefus  vv'ith    the    two   difciples .  going    to 

Emmai^s, 
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Emmaus,  which  made  their  hearts  burn  within  them. 
But  thev  were  obliged  to  fpend  the  third  holiday  in 
turning  off  the  water  that  was  rifen  by  the  melting  of  a 
deep  fnow  and  falling  of  a  great  rain,  and  poured  every 
where  into  the  houfe.  Laftly  they  interred  the  corpfe  of 
the  youth  John,  who  had  departed  happily  in  a  con- 
dimption. 

Some  days  after,  three  pair  were  married,  and  then 
the  moft  needy  families  betook  themfeives  to  their  pro- 
viding-places  in  the  iflands,  but  came  again  the  fecond 
Sunday  after  Eafter  to  the  preaching  and  congregation- 
day,  when  the  difcourfe  was  on  the  good  Shepherd  that 
laid  down  his  own  life  for  his  loft  iheep,  and  then  four 
perfons  were  baptized. 

Many  Dutch-men  came  to  the  preaching,  who  were 
amazed  to  find  fuch  a  large  flock  of  baptized  Green- 
landers.  They  belonged  to  a  fleet  of  fourteen  whale- 
fifhers.  Six  of  thefe  veffels  ran  into  Baii'"s-River  to  avoid 
the  ice,  and  lay  at  anchor  for  a  fortnight  a  couple  of 
}ea2;ues  from  the  colony.  But  the  other  eight  were 
impounded  by  the  ice  v^ithout.  Thefe  were  not  the  beft 
opportunities  for  the  Greenlanders ;  and  if  they  are  warned 
ever  fo  much  againft  it,  yet  they  cannot  always  with- 
ftand  the  allurements  of  a  multiplicity  of  new  things, 
efpecially  of  fome  uncommon  daint)'  difh,  by  which  it 
may  well  be  believed  man}'  a  one  might  ftray  from  his 
heart,  and  lofe  fomewhat  of  his  connection  with  our 
Saviour.  Thus  it  happened  now,  that  one  who  was 
baptized  but  this  year,  having  been  taxed  with  fome 
mifcarria2;e,  fuffered  the  failors  to  take  the  advanta2:e 
of  his  refentment,  and  perfuade  him  to  go  with  them  to 
Europe  ;  and  it  coft  trouble  enough  to  divert  his  and  the 
failors  thoughts  from  it. 

In  other  refpecls  both  the  crew  and  the  commanders 
behaved  in  a  very  friendly  and  difcreet  manner  towards 
every  body,  and  were  very  much  pleafed  and  affected 
with  what  they  faw  and  heard.  They  alfo  brought  a 
dead  corpfe  afhore,  requefting  the  brethren  to  grant  it 
chriftian  burial.  On  this  occafion  they  difcovered, 
though  too  late,  that  a  contagious  diftemper  prevailed  in 
thefe  veffels,  at  leaft  in  one  of  them.  Multitudes  of 
Greenlanders,  both  chriftians  and  heathens,    had  crept 

O  4  about 
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about  in  every  corner  of  e'/ery  fhip,  and  had  been  treat- 
ed with  foreign  victuals,  efpcciaily  with  peafe,  which 
they  eat  with  the  greater  excefs,  as  fliarp  hunger  had  for 
fome  months  pretty  well  whetted  their  appetite.  Ac- 
cordingly it  was  not  long  before  a  diforder  broke  out, 
firft  among  the  favages,  and  then  among  the  chriflians, 
which  carried  ofF  a  great  many,  at  leaft  for  fourteen 
leagues  round. 

5  5-    . 

In  May  the  brethren  were  obliged  to  think  of  colIe£t- 
ing  wood,  hunting  rein-deer,  and  catching  falmon  ;  and 
this  furnifhed  them  with  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  the 
heathen,  as  well  as  their  own  fcattered  congregation, 
and  of  bringing  a  trophy  from  this  or  the  other  place  for 
our  Saviour.  At  this  period  fuch  occafional  vifits  were 
perhaps  the  moft  bleftj  for  many  a  wild  creature  that 
hardened  himfelf  againfl  the  truth  when  he  was  ex- 
prefsly  applied  to,  was  unobfervedly  fmitten  in  his  heart 
upon  fome  cutAvard  occafion,  which  wrought  the  m.ore 
unoppoled,  the  lefs  he  regarded  it  at  the  firih 

In  the  firfl  part  of  the  month  many  favages  came  on 
a  vifit :  but  as  foon  as  the  raging  fickncfs  made  its  ap- 
pearance among  our  people,  bringing  in  its  train  coughs, 
ear-ach,  and  pleuritic  ftitches,  and  carrying  off  fome- 
body  almoft  every  day,  they  fled  far  away  through  the 
fear  of  death,  and  did  not  foon/  (hew  their  faces  again. 
But  thofe  new  people  that  had  moved  to  the  brethren 
the  winter  or  fpring  before,  though  they  v/ere  not  bap- 
tized, had  yet  known  fo  much  of  the  happy  exits  of  true 
rhriflians,  or  had  profited  fo  much  by  their  converfation, 
that  they  had  no  thoughts  of  fiying,  but  looked  death 
in  the  face  without  fear.  It  was  a  little  fingular,  that 
the  fickle  reaped  its  harveft  properly  among  the  baptized, 
and  principally  out  of  the  moft  uCeful  helpers.  The 
pain  at  their  lofs,  and  the  joy  at  their  happv  departure, 
kept  an  even  ballance.  But  that  fome  of  the  moft  ca- 
pable heads  of  families  were  called  hence  among  the  reft, 
and  thereby  much  augmented  the  number  of  widows  and 
yiphans,  which  was  large  before,  was  a  pain  of  long 
duration  ;  becaufe  the  providing  for  them,  and  efpecially 
for  the  fucking  children,  accumulated  the  embaraflments 
of  tae  miflionaries,  and  the  toils  of  the  few  remaining 

able 
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able  Greenlanders,  though  they  deported  themfelves  In 
the  affair  as  behoves  chriftians. 

The  miiTionaries  knew  not  in  what  light  they  fhould 
look  upon  this  breach  among  their  people  ;  whether 
they  iliould  conftrue  it  by  thele  words  :  His  foul  pleafed 
the  Lordy  therefore  hajied  he  to  take  h'mi  away^  &c.  ( Wifd. 
iv.  14.)  or  by  thofe  other:  The  time  is  come,  that  judg- 
ment mujl  begin  at  the  houje  of  God.  (i  Pet.  iv.  17.)  At 
leaft,  they  were  induced  to  thoughts  of  the  lad,  becaufe 
a  certain  unbridled  liberty  had  got  head,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  outward  order,  which  never  occurred  again, 
at  leaft  not  fo  generally,  after  this  great  breach.  But 
be  this  as  it  will,  they  refigned  themfelves  and  their 
people  into  the  hands  of  the  faithful  Creator  and  Re- 
deemer of  their  fouls,  who  knew  how  to  tranfmute  their 
tears  into  oil  of  gladnefs  by  ample  confolation  in  thofe 
committed  to  their  charge. 

The  firft  that  went  home,  was  the  miffionary  John 
Beck's  little  daughter  Elizabeth,  three  years  old,  a  child 
that  had  given  its  parents  and  the  Greenlanders  much 
joy  with  its  pretty  carriage  and  fmging  of  verfes.  She 
was  the  firft  of  the  European  inhabitants  at  New-Herrn- 
huth, that  was  called  home  to  our  Saviour,  for  Mrs. 
Drachart  was  there  only  on  a  vifit.  The  texts  of  the 
day,  when  the  fickle  made  the  beginning  of  gathering 
fo  many  fouls  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord,  vv^ere  very  par- 
ticular, viz.  A  little  while,  and  ye  fhall  fee  me.  (John 
xvi.  16.)  *'  So  we'll  ftand  waiting."  iVhen  the  King 
turned  hifnfelf^  tome,  my  fpikenard  fent  forth  the  fmeil  there- 
of. (Cant.  i.  12.)     "  My  longing  foul  he  blelTes." 

Soon  after,  Peter,  one  of  the  moft  eminent  Green- 
land helpers,  followed.  He  was  baptized  in  1746,  and 
in  procefs  of  time  was  made  partaker  of  all  church- 
blefllngs  and  privileges  in  this  militant  ftate.  Even  while 
he  was  among  the  favages,  he  was  a  man  of  figure,  not 
only  on  account  of  his  great  family,  but  alfo  of  his 
good  fenfe  and  ferioufnefs,  and  our  Greenlanders  looked 
upon  him  as  their  leader.  They  modelled  themfelves  all 
by  him ;  and  if  any  did  not  go  on  regularly,  he  knew 
how  to  bring  them  into  order  by  his  gentle  and  yet  ear- 
jieft  method.  If  he  himfelf  committed  a  miftake,  he 
*  Luther's  tranllation. 

wept 
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wept  for  forgivenefs ;  if  he  had  any  thing  that  burdened 
his  heart,  he  could  not  long  conceal  it.  The  concerns 
of  the  congregation  lay  very  clofe  to  his  heart ;  and 
when  he  apprehended  they  did  not  go  on  aright,  he 
Avould  fay  to  the  miflionaries  ;  "  Ah,  dear  brethren, 
*'  what  nnift  you  and  our  Saviour  feel,  when  it  affe6ls 
*'  me  fo !  "  He  was  occupied  day  and  night  with  the 
fufcjeil  of  God's  fufferings,  and  what  he  fpoke  about 
it  to  his  people,  went  from  heart  to  heart.  He  had 
entertained  thou2;hts  of  going  home  for  a  long  time,  and 

O  o         to  _  _  to  ^ 

■during  his  ncknefs,  which  befel  him  at  Piffikfarbi^  at 
a  diftance  from  his  teachers,  they  fay,  he  was  in  the 
beginning  fomewhat  thoughtful,  but  at  laft  exceeding 
chearful  and  lively,  though  he  was  commonly  of  a  ftill 
temper.  After  a  fhort  but  afledting  farewel  with  his 
wife  and  three  children,  he  fell  foftly  and  happily  afleep 
the  25th  of  May.  I  find  fomething  about  it  in  a  letter 
which  his  wife  wrote  the  year  following,  which  I  will 
infert : 

"  When  my  hufband  Peter  was  going  home,  he  faid 
*'  to  me :  *'  I  fhall  fee  Johannes  AfTerfok  no  more  here, 
*'  but  he  and  I  fhall  rejoice  together  with  our  Saviour ; 
"  thus  fhalt  thou  write  to  him."  He  alfo  enjoined 
''  me  to  adhere  to  our  Saviour  with  all  my  heart.  And 
"  now  I  have  found,  that  our  Saviour  is  my  hufband, 
*'  and  I  tan  feel  as  great  a  longing  after  him,  as  I  often 
'■^  did  for  my  Peter  when  he  tarried  too  long  out  at 
,*'  fea.  I  love  my  Saviour,  becaufe  he  loved  me  firft. 
'*'  I  will  always  place  him  before  my  eyes,  and  my  will 
^'  and  my  heart  fhall  be  invariably  directed  to  him,  that 
*'  I  may  forget  him  no  more.  A4y  failings  are  num-. 
*'  berlefs,  but  I  creep  daily  into  his  wounds.  My  heart 
*'  is  given  to  the  Lamb,  that  he  may  fill  it  with  his 
**  blood ;  and  as  children  grow,  fo  will  I  alfo  grow  in 
*'  his  blood.  Thefe  my  words  are  wrote  for  all  the 
*'  brethren  and  fiflers  in  the  congregation  to  hear. 
«  Thus  faith  Elizabeth." 

The  next  corpfe,  that  was  carried  to  the  grave,  was 
that  of  John,  another  communicant.  The  Hate  of  his 
heart  may  be  feen  out  of  a  letter  he  wrote  in  1752. 
*'  I  think  often  on  you,  becaufe  you  are  our  Saviour's 
"  beloved,  and  at  the  fame  time  1  will  be  happy  along 

**  with 
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*'  wrth  you,  and  cleave  to  our  Saviour  and  his  wounds. 
*'  Ah  !  did  I  not  feel  him  in  my  heart,  I  fhould  be 
**  a  miferable  man  ;  for  there  is  nothing  greater  and 
*'  better,  nor  any  other  thing  to  give  me  joy  but  he. 
**  I  confide  in  him,  that  he  will  be  inceflantiy  near  to 
*'  me,  and  I  {liall  never  give  over  loving  him." 

On  the  laft  day  of  this  month  four  corpfes  were 
depofitcd  in  the  ground  at  the  fame  time,  which  werd 
all  quitted  by  the  foul  in  Piflikfarbik  fmce  the  25th  in- 
ftant,  viz.  two  oWn  brothers  Aaron  and  Philip,  their 
nephew  Henry,  and  a  child  Daniel.  The  firft  was  one 
of  the  helpers,  and  a  particularly  zealous  witnefs  of 
Jefu?,  as  well  in  the  meeting-hall  as  among  the  favages. 
He  was  the  firft  of  his  family  that  moved  hither  from 
the  fouth  in  1746,  and  foon  after  he  drew  his  three 
brothers  after  him.  His  walk  was  amiable  and  edifying. 
Two  years  ago  he  wrote  as  follows  : 

"  Dear  brethren  acrofs  the  fea,  whom  I  continually 
"  kifs  in  my  heart !  I  cannot  live  without  our  Saviour 
"  and  his  wounds.  His  blood  makes  my  heart  warm, 
^'  nor  can  I  deny  him  my  heart.  This  I  thank  him  for, 
*'  and  beg  him  to  keep  me  fo  as  long  as  I  live,  &c." 

His  youngeft  brother  Philip  was  a  quiet  happy  foul. 
The  boy  Henry  gave  the  brethren  great  joy  by  his  love- 
ly way  and  walk,  and  alfo  good  hopes  of  being  oon 
ufeful,  becaufe  he  could  read  and  write  well.  But  th^ 
Lord  was  pleafed  to  order  otherwife  than  we  thought. 

There  were  feven  other  perfons,  that  departed  this 
life  in  feveral  other  places,  who  could  not  be  directly 
brought  hither  to  be  buried  ;  for  at  leaft  half  of  the 
people  here  and  round  about  lay  fick,  and  their  cafe  was 
the  harder,  not  only  becaufe  they  were  ftill  in  great 
want,  but  alfo  they  were  at  fuch  a  diftance,  fo  difperfed, 
and  the  weather  often  fo  bad,  that  they  could  not  be 
properly  vifited  and  attended  as  body  and  foul  required  ; 
for  according  to  human  probability,  many  a  one  might 
have  been  preferved,  if  bleeding  or  other  means  had  been 
timely  adminiftred. 

§6. 

In  the  mean  time  John  Beck  followed  the  Green- 
landers  to  the  capelin-fifhery,  who  had  embarked  for 
it  too  early  and  in  a  little  diforder.     He  found  them 

fcattered, 
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fcattered,  and  almoft  every  one  fide.  Their  joy  at  his 
\.!nexpe(5tv;d  arrival  (for  they  had  left  him  fick  at  home) 
rtiade  moit  of  them  gather  round  him,  though  the  ca- 
lamity was  thereby  only  increafed  before  his  eyes,  efpe* 
cially  when  he  faw  fo  many  children,  whom  nobody 
could  provide  food  for.  Inwardly  he  found  them  all 
pretty  much  refigned,  and  mofl  of  them  ardently  long- 
ing to  go  to  our  Saviour.  He  vifited  them  continually, 
and  kept  an  enlivening  difcourfe  fometinies  in  one  tent, 
and  fometimes  in  another.  Many  of  the  current  words 
of  the  day  were  delightfully  applicable  to  their  cafe,  as : 
J  l.novj  ihcd  my  Redeemer  liveih^  &c.  IVe  Jhall  jce  him  as  he 
is.  He  fliail  change  our  vile  lody^  tec.  But  he  himfelf 
was  not  long  well,  for  a  quotidian  fever  or  ague  fo  en- 
feebled him,  that  he  could  fcarce  walk  with  the  help  of 
2  ftick.  Mean  while  he  kept  the  Whitfun-feftival  with 
the  few  thill  could  come  to  him,  and  preached  on  JSfs  ii. 
Soon  after  he  was  rejoiced  with  a  vifit  of  Matthew  Stach, 
who  came  lately  with  the  fhip,  and  was  to  accompany 
the  catechilr  Ballenhorft  back,  whofe  place  of  infpeition 
over  the  youths  Matthew  Kunz  was  come  to  fupply. 
He  came  out  of  Moravia,  and  had  been  in  Labrador 
two  years  ago.  Now  as  fome  corpfes  already  lay 
above  the  ground,  and  more  were  expcdted,  which 
could  not  v/ell  be  conveyed  far  for  burial,  and  yet  they 
did  not  like  to  bury  them  in  fcattered  places,  therefore 
they  looked  out  a  fuitable  place  for  a  burying-ground  in 
Piflikfarbik,  confecrated  it  on  the  12th  of  June  with 
prayer,  and  interred  the  three  flrft  corpfes,  viz. 

5.)  Peter,  a  married  man,  who  came  to  the  brethren 
in  1/4^  like  a  wild  lion,  but  was  foon  converted  into  a 
gentle  lamb.  His  wife,  the  happily-departed  Sophia  *, 
was  baptized  in  Kangek  long  before  him,  and  we  may 
fay  that  this  her  hufband  was  the  principal,  yet  not  the 
only  prize  ihe  won  by  her  teftlmony  and  faithful  per- 
I'cverance. 

2.)  Sibylla,  a  widow;  flie  was  laid  hold  of  in  1740  by 
the  late  Samuel  Kajarnak's  words,  but  was  obliged  to 
foilow  her  hulltand  Tettamak,  the  well-known  angekok 
and  murderer,  twice  to  the  north.  But  after  his  death 
ihe  came  with  her  three  children,  and  obtained  the  joyful 
*  See  the  ycav  1744,  §  s.  and  1751,  §  7« 

aceom- 
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-acconipliihmcnt  of  her  wifh,  to  live  with  the  bclieverr-^ 
to  be  baptized,    and  now  to  go  to  our  Saviour. 

3.)  Jvlartin,  a  child,  a  year  old. 

The  other  bodies  had  been  carried  to  New-Herrnhuth; 
befides  thefe,  Jofcph,  a  married  man,  had  been  overfet 
by  a  feal  and  drowned.  His  two  brothers-in-law  were 
but  lately  buried,  fo  that  three  own  fillers  entered  into 
the  ftate  of  widowhood  pretty  much  about  the  fame 
time,  and  many  children  became  poor  orphans. 

Scarce  a  day  pall  in  New-Herrnlmth  without  a  burial  j 
nay  once  three  corpfes  were  laid  in  the  filent  tomb  at 
one  time.     I  fhall  mention  fome  of  them. 

I.)  The  widow  Veronica  ;  fhe  often  wept  about  her 
finfulnefs,  but  rejoiced  that  fhe  had  a  Saviour  that  re- 
ceiveth  finners. 

2.)  Mary  Barbara,  a  blefled  helper  among  the  mar- 
ried women,  a  faithful  mother  and  benefa6trefs  to  the 
poor,  a  heart  that  adhered  to  our  Saviour  with  tender 
affedton,  and  one  who  imitated  Mary  by  pondering 
every  thing  fhe  heard  in  a  calm  and  peaceful  heart. 
In  a  letter  of  hers  ihe  fays  :  **  When  I  think  of  you, 
"  my  eyes  run  over  with  tears  of  love  ;  and  when  I  go 
**  from  hence,  I  Ihall  rejoice  with  you  in  the  eternal 
•'  ftate,  where  we  fhall  behold  our  Saviour  with  his 
**  wounds  without  intermiffion,  and  walk  before  his 
**  face.  I  kifs  his  wounds,  becaufe  I  love  them ;  and 
*'  I  rejoice,  though  I  am  very  poor  and  fmful,  for  I 
*'  know  that  my  Saviour  will  think  of  my  fms  no  more. 
**  I  greet  you  all,  and  you  have  me  for  your  fifter. 
«  Mary  Barbara." 

3.)  Andrew,  an  extraordinary  fenfible  and  ufeful 
helper  and  witnefs  among  his  people.  His  difcourfcs 
in  the  meeting-hall  had  fomctliing  peculiarly  agreeable 
and  heart-affeiSling ;  and  when  he  fpoke  with  the  hea- 
then, it  was  attended  with  concern  and  cordial  com- 
panion at  their  ignorance  and  mifery ;  fo  that  they  fcl- 
dom  went  away  without  feeling  fomething.  He  him- 
felf  had  a  tender  heart,  and  our  Saviour's  elc«Sling 
him,  feeking  him,  bringing  him  on  his  arms  to  his 
flock,  and  letting  him  have  pafture  on  his  merits,  was 
fo  great  and  important  to  him,  that  ije  could  feldom 
fpeak  of  it  without  tears.     This  alfo  was  commonly  the 

fubjedt 
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ffubjedl  of  his  difcourfes  to  his  countrymen,  and  both 
they  and  the  Europeans  had  a  great  love  and  regard  for 
him.  Two  years  ago  he  dictated  the  following  words 
in  a  letter :  "  I  hang  upon  and  clafp  our  Saviour  con- 
*'  tinually  in  truth.  He  takes  all  pains  to  keep  our 
-*•'  heart  as  a  clear  fountain,  even  when  we  are  fcattered 
*'  among  the  heathen .  We  are  acquitted  from  pu- 
"  nifhment,  becaufe  our  Saviour  took  it  upon  himielf. 
"  O  let  us  heartily  rejoice  every  day  in  our  Saviour." 

They  received  an  account  from  Piffikfarbik,  that  fome 
were  again  departed  this  life,  and  interred  in  the  burying- 
ground  there;  however  mofi  of  them  recovered,  and 
could  lay  in  the  needful  ftock  of  capelins.  They  kept 
alfo  together,  and  followed  the  two  helpers,  to  whom 
the  miffionary  had  committed  the  general  infpedtion 
when  he  took  leave. 

§7.    ' 

The  beginning  of  July,    moft  of  them  came  back 

from  the  capelin-fifhery,  but  many  others  were  dif- 
perfed  in  the  iflands  and  the  found,  and  could  not  well 
come  home  for  ficknefs.  The  turf-labour,  which  takes 
up  moft  of  the  brethren's  time  in  this  month,  gave  them 
an  opportunity  of  vifiting  them  frequently.  Moft  of 
them  came  horne  when  they  heard  that  the  Lord's- 
fupper  would  be  admlniftered,  and  it  was  found  that 
their  foul  hungered  the  more  after  it,  as  they  had  par- 
took of  none  fince  May ;  and  many  had  found  in  the 
iicknefs  they  were  recovered  from,  hov/  necefTary  it  is 
to  come  into  a  true  and  clofe  connexion  with  our  Sa- 
viour. The  ficknefs  now  began  to  flacken ;  however 
the  following  perfons,  among  others,  departed  in  this 
month. 

I.)  Caroline,  a  very  fenfible  young  perfon,  who  was 
foon  to  have  been  confirmed  for  the  Lord's -fupper. 
She  was  with  her  mother  and  the  reft  of  her  relations 
when  ftie  grew  fick,  expreffed  uncommon  chearfulnefs 
under  it,  comforted  her  mother  and  her  brothers  and 
fifters  that  wept  over  her,  and  fang  herfelf  into  her 
happy  fleep.  .■"'■■'   :/ 

2.)  Wilhelmina,  one  of  the  booties  that  were  gained 
on  that  perilous  voyage  from  the  north,  1746.  She  was 
a  refpetftable  difciplel's  of  Jefus,  who  as  a  poor  fmner 

tenderly 
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tenderly  loved  h,er  unfeen  wounded  Friend,  and  like 
Tabitha,  had  a  maternal  compafiion  and  attive  fym- 
pathy  towards  all  that  were  in  need,  efpecially  poor 
little  children.  Her  little  daughter,  three  years  old, 
followed  her  an  hour  after,  and  was  laid  in  the  tjed  of 
earth  in  her  arms  ;  and  a  fortnight  after,  the  remains  of 
her  hufband  Noah  were  alfo  dspofited  in  the  refining 
earth.  He  likewife.  was  a  peaceful,  uninterruptedly 
happy  difciple  of  Jefus,  and  an  ufeful  helper  among  his 
nation.  1  find  the  following  words  of  his  :  "  My  heart 
"  leaps  within  me,  becaufe  my  Saviour  has  accepted  of 
"  me.  Though  I  have  not  yet  feen  his  v/ound?,  yet  I 
"  can  never  let  them  go  put  of  my  mind.  "Thanks  be 
*'  to  God,  that  my  fou'l  hath  found  a  place  of  reft  there. 
"  Now  my  joy  in  my  Saviour  will  have  no  end." 

This  was  the  laft  that  finiflied  his  race  by  occafion-of 
the  infectious  diforder  tfiat  had  reigned  for  three  months. 
Yet  towards  the  end  qf  the  year,  his  two  children 
followed  him,  fo  that  fix  perfons  died  out  of  one  family. 
Thus  in  all  thirty-feven  pprfons  were  carried  off,  anfl, 
except  perhj^ps  a  couple  of  children,  by  this  peftilential 
difeafe.  This  made  a  great  breach  ;  yet  no  one  repined 
at  their  entering  into  the  joy  of  their  Lofd,  which  is  fo 
ardently  defired  by  all  children  of  God,  but  rather 
rejoiced,  though  with  a  rnixture  of  tears,  that  fo  many 
were  again  delivered  from  fin  and  from  all  the  calamities 
of  the  earth,  and  tranfplanted  into  everlaftin^  fecurity 
and  reft  in  the  wounds  of  Jefus.  The  Ordinary  of  the 
brethren  fent  from  England  his  thoughts  i^pon  it  to 
the  miflionaries  in  the  following  lines  : 

The  many  Indians  happy  end 

(O  what  a  play  of  grace  !) 
Doth  rnany  tears  of  gladnefs  .blend 

With  thofe  of  tendernefs. 

That  dreadfull'ft  thing  in   nature's  views 

Kept  elfe,    as  Paul  doth  fay, 
AH  their  life  long,    their  minds  obtufe 

Xhjro'  bondage  and  difi-nay. 

Tliat 
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That  now  they  fly  without  recoil 

To  Jefu's   loving   arms, 
Demonftrates,  that  his  gladd'ning  oil 

Their  fpirit  aJfo  warms. 

Scarce  any  of  the  Europeans  here  or  at  the  colony 
cfcaped  this  year  without  fome  diforder  or  other ;  among 
the  reft,  the  facTtor  Mr.  Molzau  ftruggled  with  a  fevere 
licknets,  and  recovered.  Soon  after  he  and  his  family 
went  back  to  Copenhagen,  and  not  long  after  that,  he 
departed  this  life.  He  had  been  thirteen  years  at  Good- 
hope,  was  a  lover  of  Jefus,  and  a  particular  friend  of 
the  brethren.  His  place  was  fupplied  by  Mr.  Lar? 
Dalager,  who  before  had  lived  as  factor  in  Frederic's- 
bope.  The  preceding  month  the  fhip  went  to  Fiftier's- 
Inlet,  thirty-fix  leagues  fouth  of  Good-hope,  where  a 
"fa£lory  was  eftablifhed  for  trade.  The  brethren  Matthew 
Stach  and  Michael  Ballenhorft,  who  went  in  her  to 
Europe,  took  this  opportunity  to  vifit  the  heathen  at 
Fifher's-bay. 

Our  Greenlanders,  having  been  at  the  congregation- 
day  on  the  4th  of  Auguft,  now  betook  themfelves  moft- 
ly  to  the  halibut-filhery  at  Kookoernen,  which  turned 
out  very  poorly  this  time,  on  account  of  the  mifty  and 
fnowy  weather.  The  brethren  vifited  them  frequently, 
cfpecially  as  about  this  time  they  buy  many  of  thefe 
large  fifn  of  them,  and  fait  or  dry  them,  which  is  a 
third  part  of  their  provifion.  This  time  there  was  little 
to  be  got.  At  fuch  vifits,  and  at  the  reindeer-hunt,  an 
opportunity  often  prefented  itfelf  to  get  hold  of  the  hearts 
of  the  heathen,  or  at  leaft  in  the  meetings  appointed  for 
the  baptized,  to  which  fome  heathen  always  came, 
to  blow  up  the  fpark  that  lay  in  them  before,  or  t© 
fcatter  fome  new  feed. 

A  pretty  large  number  of  Greenlanders  came  frona 
Difko  on  a  vifit.  A  widow  of  their  company  ftaid  here, 
and  three  fmgle  people  came  from  the  bay  with  the  fame 
view.  An  infant,  and  alfo  a  little  girl,  ended  a  fhort 
but  chearful  life. 

•  §9' 
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In  September  the  Greenlanders  catch  the  moft  feals  in 
the  found  ;  in  this  month  there  was  a  great  deal  of  ftormy 
weather,  which  drove  thefe  creatures  in  abundance  out 
of  the  open  fea  between  the  iflands,  therefore  the  capture 
of  the  Greenlanders  turned  out  very  fuccefsful,  butthefal- 
mon-fifhery  of  the  European  brethren  was  quite  fpoiled. 
However,  they  could  contentedly  brook  their  lofs,  or 
repair  it  fome  other  way,  and  thank  their  heavenly  Fa- 
ther for  the  gifts  he  had  fo  bountifully  enriched  the 
Greenlanders  with,  that  the  many  poor  widows  and 
orphans  might  not  fufFer  hunger  and  perifh,  as  is  com- 
mon among  the  favages.  And  yet  they  had  fo  many  poor 
to  provide  for,  that  they  could  this  time  fparenomore  than 
thirty-fix  barrels  for  the  factor,  which  was  but  half  the 
quantity  vended  laft  year. 

The  ftormy  weather  alfo  hindered  the  Greenlanders 
from  coming  in  fuch  numbers  as  ufual  to  the  Sunday's- 
meetings,  nay  only  half  of  them  could  be  prefent  at  the 
Lord's-fupper  and  the  enfuing  congregation-day.  The 
brethren  vifited  them  the  more,  and  kept  meetings  with 
them,  and  the  heathen  that  defired  it.  One  of  the 
helpers  who  had  been  hunting  rein-deer  for  fome  time, 
came  home  with  the  joyful  account,  that  he  had  fpoke 
with  many  heathens  in  the  upper  parts  of  Ball's-River, 
who  heard  his  words  with  pleafure.  Some  days  afcer» 
another  came  from  the  Amaralik-Bay,  and  brought  the 
real  blefled  fruits  of  his  teftimony  with  him,  viz.  two 
families,  one  confiding  of  eleven  perfons,  and  the  other  of 
three.  They  had  lived  one  winter  with  the  brethren 
fifteen  years  ago,  but  had  kept  aloof  ever  fince,  and 
now  at  laft  willingly  fubmitted  to  the  gentle  yoke  ot 
Jefus,  A  woman  died  out  of  one  of  thefe  families,  in  a 
fervent  defire  after  baptifm.  A  fervant  of  the  fadlory 
brought  again  two  women  that  were  ftirred  up,  to  the 
Greenland  congregation,  from  PilTugbik.  Two  own 
brothers,  whofe  fifters  lived  here  before,  came  from  ano- 
ther diftricl  to  ftay  here.  Thus  many  of  the  baptized  drew 
moft  of  their  relations  after  them,  and  whoever  once  re- 
folved  to  live  a  while  with  the  believers,  to  be  inftruiSled, 
and  to  forget  the  vanities  of  the  Greenlanders,  could 
not  long  withftand  the  grace  that  prevailed  in  the  Green- 
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jand  congregation,  nor  refrain  giving  themfelves  up 
entirely  to  their  Redeemer  as  his  property.  It  was  per- 
ceived in  moft  of  them,  that,  wild  as  they  were  when 
they  came,  ftill  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  made  feme  prepara- 
tory work  on  their  hearts  in  one  way  or  other,  which 
they  afterwards  knew  what  to  call,  when  they  were 
quite  thawed,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  or  fully  roufed  from 
their  fleep,  and  now  better  underftood  themfelves  and 
the  wonderful  leadings,  of  God  in  the  light  of  Jefus's 
wounds, 

A  fon  was  born  in  this  month  to  the  miflionary 
Boehnifh,  and  named  John  in  bnptifm.  Two  children 
and  a  widow  went  o^'er  into  a  happy  eternity.  The  latter, 
vi%.  Anna-Catharina,  was  a  communicant  and  a  handmaid 
of  Jefus.  The  time  (he  lived  in  the  married  ftate  with 
her  happily- departed  hufband  Leonard,  was  Ihort,  but 
agreeable  and  happy.  After  the  birth  of  her  firft  child 
fhe  fell  into  a  consumption,  and  this  terminated  in  her 
final  rcleafe,  which  fhe  ardently  waited  for. 

§  10- 
In  Od^ober  the  Greenlanders  remitted  their  toils,  and 
dropped  in  one  after  another  to  repair  and  re- occupy 
their  winter-houfcs.  Then  thei;-  public  and  fele6t  meet- 
ings came  again  into  compleat  order,  and  the  labourers 
could  join  counfels  with  the  Greenland  helpers  for  the 
benefit  of  the  congregation.  Their  principal  delibera- 
tions this  time  referred  to  the  families  that  had  loft  their 
heads  and  providers.  If  there  was  a  grown  fon  ftill  left 
in  a  family,  he  had  the  maintenance  of  his  mother  and  his 
brothers  and  fifters  affigned  him.  Other  rifmg  children 
were  diftributed  in  other  families,  to  be  trained  up  to 
the  Greenland  manual  occupations.  But  thofe  that 
could  not  yet  ferve  in  the  families,  ftayed  ftill  with  their 
mothers ;  or  if  the  poor  children  were  bereaved  of  their 
mother  too,  they  were  given  in  charge  to  fome  other 
Greenland  fifters  to  be  educated,  and  if  there  were  any 
fucklings,  they  were  obliged  in  their  turns  to  nurfe 
them  too*.     It  may  be  eafily  imagined,  that  notwith- 

ftanding 

*  There  is  nothing  that  the  Greenland  mothers  are  fo  covetous  in,  as 
the  poiHt  of  giving  luck,  and  it  is  becaufe  their  own  child  may  have  no 

rival 


Relation  of  New-Herrnhuth,  1754.  227 
ftanding  all  the  willingnefs  of  the  Greenland  families, 
in  which  thofe  that  were  not  rich  often  put  to  Ihame 
thofe  that  were,  yet  the  miflionaries  mufl  have  had 
trouble  enough.  Their  finances  alfo  were  drawn  upon 
from  various  quarters ;  for  chriftian  compaflion  called 
upon  them  to  clothe  fome  poor  children,  and  to  provide 
boats  and  utenfils  for  many  boys,  that  they  might  Icarii 
to  provide  anon  for  themlelves  and  theirs,  fo  that  no  one 
might  lie  a  burden  upon  the  reft.  For  our  brethren 
had  neither  will  nor  ability  to  maintain  a  parcel  of  poor 
people,  whom  they  had  neglefted  to  train  to  labour  in 
their  youth,  at  the  expence  of  their  good  friends ;  but 
chofe  rather  to  fpend  fo  much  upon  them  in  good  tim.e, 
as  would  enable  them  once  to  work  with  their  hands, 
and  to  provide  for  themfelves  and  others. 

A  couple  more  heathens  came  to  ftay  here,  but  they 
were  of  the  helplefs  fort,  who  were  obliged  to  live  on 
their  friends.  Among  the  five  perfons  that  departed 
this  life  in  this  month,  were  four  boys  *,  who  began  to 
bring  in  fomething,  and  this  enhanced  the  brethren's 
burden  with  regard  to  the  reft.  But  they  were  habitu- 
ated to  hope  and  believe  where  nothing  was  to  be  feen, 
nor  was  their  hope  ever  yet  put  to  fhame. 

On  the  communion-day  this  time,  an  agape  and  pedt- 
laviwn  were  held,  as  was  cuftomary  directly  after  their 
entering  the  winter-houfes,  becaufe  the  brethren  then 
can  fpeak  with  all  of  them,  and  remove  any  thing  amifs 
that  had  occurred.  The  next  day  the  fick  had  their  portion 
of  the  holy  facrament  carried  them  in  their  houfes. 
Then  they  fpoke  with  the  reft  of  the  baptized,  and  laftly 
took  a  view  of  the  unbaptized  and  the  new  inhabitants, 
and  wrote  down  and  arranged  them  for  inftrudlion.  The 

rival  in  the  love  and  nouriihment  of  their  bofom.  In  this  cafe  there  is  no 
thought  of  compaflion  from  a  Greenland  woman  j  fo  that  there  is  no  other 
alternative  for  an  unfortunate  father,  that  cannot  bear  to  fee  the  lingering 
death  of  his  motherlefs  infant,  than  to  bury  it  alive  direftly,  becaufe  he 
can  procure  no  proper  aliment  to  'fuftain  its  feeble  nature.  Therefore  the 
reader  may  be  afTured,  that  it  is  no  fmall  conqueft  of  grace,  when  a  bap- 
tized Greenland  v^'om3^  fuckles  a  flrange  child. 

_  *  One  of  thefe  was  Hofca,  a  boy  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  account  of 
him  fays,  thit  he  had  a  tender  heart, tov.ards  the  wounds  of  Jefu:,  was 
always  chearful,  took  great  delight  in  reading  and  writing,  ar^d  was 
like  a  fchool-mafter  for  the  little  children  in  the  Gr»enlr.nd  houfe.  In  his 
ficknefs  he  faijg  coaftactly  till  he  cxpirsd, 
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whole  number  of  the  latter,  great  and  fmall,  were  above 
/evenly  fouls. 

The  Greenlanders  went  ftill  abroad  diligently  to  catch 
foals,  and  though  they  were  often  overtaken  by  ftorms, 
where  many  a  one  loft  his  boat,  yet  they  all  efcaped  un- 
hurt. Such  a  ilorm  furprifed  the  traders  between  Good- 
hope  and  Fifhers-Lodge  ;  they  went  out  with  two  boats 
to  buy  blubber,  and  one  of  the  boats  was  overfet  and  a 
man  perifhed.  The  rcH:  caught  hold  of  the  keel  of  the 
Ifeverturned  boat,  and  two  hours  after  were  faved  at  the 
laft  crifis. 

§   II. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  the  clafles  were  renewed 
with  324  perfons,  and  the,fchool  profecuted  with  thirty 
children.  The  helpers  gave  the  miflionaries  joy,  by  an 
account  of  the  good  infpecStion  fome  of  the  parents  had 
over  their  children,  when  they  were  not  at  fchool. 
They  alfo  heard  that  the  new  inhabitants  were  very 
much  pleafed  v/ith  their  refidence  here,  did  not  like  to 
lofe  one  meeting,  and  exprefTed  themfelves  fo  in  their 
clailes  concerning  the  defire  of  their  hearts,  that  they 
could  entertain  good  hopes  that  one  and  another  of  the 
catechumens  might  foon  be  baptized.  When  the  bre- 
thren came  to  fpeak  with  them,  they  found  that  the 
report  of  the  helpers  had  good  grounds,  and  accordingly 
on  the  enfuing  congregation-day  they  received  three 
perfons  among  the  candidates,  and  at  the  Lord's-fupper 
three  baptized  were  confirmed  for  the  enjoyment  of  it  the 
next  time. 

Now  and  then  fome  heathens  came  from  Kangek  on 
a  vifit ;  and  one  family  of  four  perfons  were  brought 
hither  from  the  found,  who  had  long  had  a  defire  to  come 
nearer  to  the  believers,  but  they  rould  not  gratify  it  till 
the  tragical  death  of  the  head  of  their  family,  who  was 
murdered  by  the  heathen  in  purfuancc  of  an  accufation  of 
forcery. 

A  baptized  woman  of  the  colony  alfo  came,  and  begg- 
ed leave  to  ftay  with  her  friends  here.  But  (he  was  fent 
back  with  the  anfwer,  that  according  to  an  agreement 
made,  they  could  not  receive  her  without  a  written  per- 
m'flion  from  the  paftor  who  had  the  care  of  her  foul. 

Two  children  deceafed  in  this  month.  One  of  them 
Was  the  boy  Ezra  3  he  was  a  very  lovely  child,  in  whofe 
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heart  the  baptifmal  grace  difplayed  itfelf  in  an  uncom- 
mon manner,  and  gave  hopes  of  his  turning  out  well. 
He  was  the  lail  tuat  departed  this  life  in  this  year. 

Some  convinced  heathens  came  from  Fifiiers-bay  on  a 
vifit.  One  of  the  traders  there  endeavoured  to  do  good 
among  the  Greenlanders,  and  begged  for  Come  tranflated 
hymns,  wh'ch  he  would  read  to  the  perfectly  ignorant 
heathen,  who  had  hov/ever  a  defire  to  learn  fomething  : 
for  he  had  perceived  tnat  they  readily  learnt  by  heart  the 
little  ejaculations  in  rhyme,  and  that  the  hearts  of  many 
heathens  in  this  country  have  been  prepared  by  them  for 
the  fuller  embracing  of  divinetruths.  Accordmgly  the 
miilionaries  fe  t  him  fome  ver.es  eafy  to  bz  compre- 
hended, and  containing  the  grand  truths  of  the  chriitian 
religion  :  and  by  this  means  the  foundation  was  laid  to 
our  acquaintance  with  the  heathen  of  thofe  parts,  and 
to  our  blooming  Greenland  congregation  now  gathered 
there.  The  verfes  they  fent,  were :  "  O  Je!u  Chrill, 
"  all  praife  to  thee, — that  thou  vouchfaf'dil  a  man  to  be, 
*'  i^c.  The  world's  Creator  fovereign — afllim'd  a  fer- 
"  vant's  body  mean,  i^c.  O  wonder  far  exceeding — 
*'  all  human  pow'r  and  fenfe, — heav'n's  Sov'reign  was 
*'  feen  bleeding,-=-to  wipe  oiF  our  otFence,  isfc.  1  have 
"  nought  worth  the  giving — to  thee,  while  here  I'm 
''  living,  iffc.  Thy  hve  dear  wounds  torn  v/ide  for 
"  me, — my  rock-holes  and  my  refuge  be,  iffc.  The 
"  foul  of  Chrift  me  fandify,  &c.  O  Jefus  Chrifl,  thou 
"  only  Son — of  thy  celeftial  Father,  i^c.  In  thy  blood, 
"  fhed  for  me, — I  will  baptized  be,  &c.  Haftc,  Lord, 
**  within  my  worthleis  heart,— r-to  form  thyfelfa  fhrine: — 
''  for  me  a  poor  and  finful  worm — thou  ihed'll  thy  blood. 
"  divine,  ^c.  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  thy  death,  drV.  How 
"  do  you  think:  it  then  will  be,— when  Chrift  fliall  come 
"  in  majefty  ? — perhaps  we  then  fhall  fear  ! — O  no,  the 
*'  tears  will  freely  flow, — v/e  at  his  feet  fhall  fall  down 
"  low — and  fay,  dear  Jefus,  here  we  are." 

§  12. 
This  year  there  were  no  ignorant  heathen  to  vifit  and 
Inftrucl:,  becaufe  not   one  Southlander  took  up  his  abode 
in  the  iflands  this  fummer,  v;hich  they  uf$  to  do  almoft 
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every  year  when  they  fteer  northward,  and  becaufe  all 
that  came  back  from  the  north,  went  dlre6lly  further 
fouth,  for  fear  of  the  ficknefs  among  us.  However,  the 
few  old  inhabitants  of  theifles  were  vifited,  becaufe  there 
were  fome  fouls  laid  hold  of  among  them.  Such  a  vifit  is 
recorded  as  follows. 

"  Dec.  2,  we  and   fome  Greenlanders   v/ent   to  fee 

"  the  heathen  in  Kookcernen,  and  landed  on  an  ifland 

"  near  three  houfes.     Milluktuarak  received   us  in  his 

"  houfe  with  joy.     We  fpoke  every  day  with  him  and  his 

"  houfhold,  and  kept  every  evening^a  meeting  for  our  own 

''  people,    when  the   heathen   might   alfo  hear  if  they 

"  would.     Some  were  very  attentive,  and  it  might  be 

*'  feen  by  their  wet  eyes  that  the  word  of  Jefus's  fufFer- 

*'  in2;s  had   ftruck  their  hearts.     As  it  changed  to   bad 

*'  weather,  we  were  obliged  to  ilay  five  days  v/ith  them ; 

"  they  were  not  tired  of  us,  but  fhewed  us  all  kindnefs, 

**  Our  Greenlanders  talked   a  good  deal   to  them  too, 

"  which  was  a  bleffingto  them.     The  yth,  we  recom- 

*'  mended  them  to  the.  grace  of  our  Lord,  and  exhorted 

*'  them  to  apply  every  day  to  our  Saviour,  who  would 

*'  gladly  be  near  to  them  even  in  this  remote  place,  and 

**  therefore  they  fhould  intreat  him  for  falvation  in  his 

''  blood.     Then  v/e  went  to  Kangek,  and  lodged   with 

*'  our  old  acquaintance  Tufullartok,  the  late   Samuel's 

*'  brother-in-law.     We  fpoke  with  the  whole  family, 

*'  but  his  fon  Siuana  in  particular  entered  into  an  effen- 

*'  tial  dtfcourfe  with   ug  about  his  heart.     The  8ch,  we 

"  vifited  further  north,    and  brought  one  of  our  bap- 

*'  tized  with  us,  who  had  nurfed  his  fick  brother  all  the 

*'  fummer  till   his  death,    and  by  this  opportunity  had 

*'  won  his  fifter,  who  now  went  with  us.     We  came  late 

*'  and  in  great  danger  to   our   former  quarters   again  ; 

*'  mean  while  fome  of  the  traders  were  come  there.     We 

"  kept  a   difcourfe  to  the  heathen,   and    laid  them   in 

"  praver  on  the  heart  of  him  who  had  .  purchafed  them 

*'  with  his  blood.     The  9th,  we  fct  out  on  our  return. 

"  The  above-mentioned    Siuana  with  his  family,    and' 

"  two  fingle  women,  went  with  us.     There  are  only 

*'  feven  fmall  houfes  in  Kangek  this  winter,   and  very 

'*  few  people    in   comparifon  to  former    times.     Thofe 

*'  who  were  prompted  by  a  defirc  after  our  Saviour,  ga- 

"  thered 
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"  thered  round  us  direftly,  to  fee  and  hear  what  our 
*'  Saviour  does  for  his  piople," 

The  laft  congregation-day  of  the  year  fell  on  the  15th 
■  of  December.  Letters  were  read  from  the  Negroes  in  St. 
Thomas's  and  the  Indians  in  Penfylvania,  and  were  heard 
with  great  impreflion.  Some  of  the  young  people  ftaid 
in  the  hall  between  the  meetings,  and  excrcifed  them- 
felvcs  in  finging.  The  fermon  was  on  Eph.  i.  7.  In 
whom  ive  have  redemptio7i  through  his  blood,  Sic.  After 
reading  and  illuftrating  the  bible-lefTon,  fix  catechu- 
mens were  received  am.ong  the  candidates  for  baptifm^. 
The  litany  made  the  conclufion  of  tais  blefled  day,  as 
ufual  on  Sundays. 

As  the  Greenlanders  are  wont  to  treat  one  another 
about  the folflice,  in  order  to  exprefs  thc'r  joy  at  the  return 
of  the  fun,  ours  were  allowed  on  the  22  J  of  December  af- 
ter the  Sunday's  preaching,  to  have  a  meal  together  in 
fcllowfhip  in  four  houfes,  at  which  however  all  the  ufual 
merriment  and  riot  of  the  heathen  was  dropped  *.  This 
is  what  we  may  call  the  Greenlanders  new-year.  As 
the  feafb  of  Chriil's  circumcifion,  and  the  confideration  of 
the  name  Jefus,  falls  upon  the  common  European 
New-year's  day  throughout  all  Chriftendom  :  fo  the 
brethren  have  combined  the  confideratioii  of  the  heart- 
afFecfling  hiflory  of  the  apoftle  Thomas,  according  to  Johfi 
XX.  24 — 3 1 ,  ordinarily  fixed  to  the  2 1  ft  of  December,  with 
this  new-year  of  the  Greenlanders ;  and  at  thefe  feftivities 
of  our  baptized,  the  reader  may  believe,  that  more  is 
fpoke  of  the  wounds  of  Jefus,  than  of  the  fun.  BUJfed 
are  they  that  have  net  fccn^  arid  yet  have  believed. 

The  Chriftmas  felVival  was  celebrated  in  the  manner 
often  defcribcd  before.  On  the  third  holiday  all  the  ca- 
techumens had  a  lovefeaft,  and  the  longing  of  their 
hearts  was  fpoke  about.  The  28th,  being  Innocents- 
day,  there  was  a  truly  lively  catechifation  with  fifty- 
four  little  boys  and  thirty-five  little  girls.  There  were 
fome  ftirred  up  heathens  from  Kangek  prefent  at   the 

•  Some  of  our  people  bc'ng  once  invited  by  the  others  tc  the  Greenland 
fports,  they  anl'wered  :  "  You  know,  that  wc  have  quite  other  forts  of 
«*  plcafures,  \iz.  our  Savioiy  aad  his  p aflian,  This  pleafcs  us,  though  it 
"  docs  not  pleafi  you.  Yo^:x  vaoiries  fuit  you^  taSe,  but  they  do  not  fult 
«  oursj"  &c,  r 
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Chriftmas-meetings,   and  according  io  the  relation  of  the 
helpers,  they  were  laid  hold  of  anew. 

The  new-year's  vigil  was  begun  with  a  difcourfe  on 
Pf.  xix.  I — 3.  and  then  the  works  of  God  in  this  place 
were  brought  to  remembrance  to  his  honour.  This  year 
forty-eight  fouls  have  been  incorporated  into  the  congre- 
gation by  li.;]y  baptifm,  and  thirty-eight  heathen  came 
to  tarry  here,  four  baptized  have  been  admitted  to  the 
holy  communion,  four  pair  married,  eleven  boys  and 
five  girls  born,  and  fifty-feven  fouls  have  been  tranflated 
to  their  eternal  home.  At  the  palling  out  of  one  year 
into  another,  their  particular  thanks  were  rendered  for 
all  this ;  for  the  recovery  of  fo  many  fick,  when  fcarce 
one  remained  uninfe<5led ;  for  the  faithful  care  of  their 
heavenly  Father  in  their  outward  need,  when  their  beft 
providers  lay  fick  in  the  beft  providing-time;  for  the 
blefied  prorrrefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  powerful  proofs 
of  the  blefied  Spirit's  influence  on  the  fouls  at  the  public 
meetings  and  in  private  life  ;  for  the  reft  from  without ; 
for  the  kind  guidance  and  prefervation  both  of  the  mif- 
fionaries  and  Greenland  helpers  in  their  frequent  vifits 
to  the  heathen ;  for  the  blefling  conftantly  refting  on 
their  witnefs  among  the  heathen  ;  and  for  all  that  had 
flipped  the  memory,  notwithftanding  the  fulnefs  of  the 
heart :  I  fay,  for  all  the  fpecified  bleffings,  the  holy 
Trinity  was  thanked  and  pralfcd  on  their  knees  with  in- 
numerable tears  and  unutterable  afpirations ;  they  alfo 
implored  the  continuance  and  increafe  of  grace,  and 
efpecially  the  daily  near  prefence  of  the  Head  and  Lord  of 
the  congregation  in  his  v/ounds  glory  ;  and  laft  of  all  the 
congregation  was  reminded  of  the  firft  word  of  the  paft 
year:  0?fiy  people,  remember  now,  [fuch  and  fuch  paft  cir- 
cumftances,]  that  ye  may  know  the righteoufnejs  (goodnefs)  of 
the  Lord.  Mic.  vi.  5. 


The  twenty-third  Year,  1755. 

§  I- 

Michael  Bal'icnhorft,    who   came  to  New-Herrn- 
huth  with  the  new  houfe  in  1747,  and  as  he  very 
;oOii  learnt  the  language,  was  appointed  catechift  j   went 
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laft  year  on  a  vHit  to  Europe.  He  v/ent  firft  to  EngLir.d, 
where  the  Ordinary  of  the  brethren  then  was ;  there  he 
was  ordained  a  deacon  in  the  brethren's  church,  and  af- 
terwards vifitcd  the  congregations  in  Germany.  In 
Herrnhuth  he  was  joined  in  marriage  with  the  fmgle 
fifler  Dorothy  Teicher,  who  came  out  of  Moravia,  and 
foon  after  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Greenland.  He  got 
Peter  Rudbcrg  for  a  companion,  and  came  to  New- 
Herrnhuth  after  a  voyage  affix  weeks. 

The  fhip  foon  proceeded  further  to  fettle  a  new  colony 
at  the  place  called  Zukkertop,  fixty  leagues  north  of 
Good-hope.  Afterwards  the  Danifh  catechill  Berthel 
Larfen  went  thither  to  in{lru6l  the  heathen ;  he  had 
been  fixteen  years  at  Good-hope.  The  fhip  touched 
again  at  Ball's-River  in  its  return,  and  took  to  Europe 
the  hitherto  deacon  in  outv/ard  matters  John  Soerenfen, 
his  v/ife,  and  four  daughters,  belonging  to  him  and  the 
other  two  miffionaries,  who  at  their  repeated  requefl  had 
obtained  leave  to  have  them  educated  in  the  nurferies  of 
the  Unity.  Till  his  return,  the  newly-arrived  Ballen- 
horft  took  the  charge  of  the  external  diacony,  entered 
alfo  on  his  poft  as  the  nearcft  afTiftant  to  the  two  mifTiona- 
ries,  and  endeavoured  to  introduce  his  fellow-traveller 
Rudberg  into  the  language,  and  the  infpedlion  over  the 
Greenland  youths. 

§2. 

As  to  the  Greenland  congregation,  it  proceeded  this 
year  with  blcffing,  without  any  particular  alterations. 
Their  manual  employments  were  directed  by  the  feafons 
of  the  year  and  circumilances  of  the  weather ;  in  which 
is  difplayed,  even  in  thefe  moft  remote  and  ft^ril  parts  of 
the  world,  the  wonderful  hand  and  wife  providence  of  the 
Creator.  For  having  this  year  fuch  a  mild  winter,  that 
it  often  rained  in  January,  and  was  not  colderthan  in  fum- 
mer,  itcaufed  a  fcarcity  of  fea-fowl,  which  flock  only  in 
the  feverefl  cold  between  the  iflands,  but  on  the  other 
hand  they  were  fupplied  with  a  good  number  of  feals, 
which  are  generally  rare  at  this  time  of  the  year ;  al- 
though, in  catching  them,  the  exceeding  flormy  wea- 
ther expofed  them  to  frequent  dangers,  in  which  three 
this  year  loft  their  lives  ;  and  one  was  forced  to  endure 
out  the  ftorm  a  whole  night  in  his  kajak  upon  a  fmall 

rock. 
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rock,  the  high  waves  oft-times  heating  quite  over  him, 
vi^hich  carried  away  his  feal  and  all  his  tackling.  No  fe- 
vere  cold  fet  in  till  March ;  which  was  then  accompanied 
with  fixh  furious  tempefls,  as  did  much  damage  to  the 
dwellings,  and  raifed  the  fea  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  feve- 
ral  womcns-boats  and  kajaks,  v/ith__  their  tackling,  were 
carried  away  from  land  by  the  v/aves.  And  in  April, 
a  fudden  thaw  enfuing,  and  the  deep  fnow  being  put  in 
motion  by  the  abundance  of  rain  that  attended  it,  the 
quite  new  church  at  the  colony  was  in  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger of  being  fvvept  into  the  fea,  by  the  water  and  fnow 
together  foicing  their  way  intojt,  whereby  all  within 
was  thrown  on  heaps,  without  the  poflibility  of  coming; 
at  it  to  fave  the  leaft  thing. 

About  this  time  the  Greenlanders  took  their  boats  and 
tents  and  reforted  arain  to  the  neio-hbourinG;  iflands  to 
provide  their  fullenance,  after  they  had  fpent  the  Eafter- 
holidays  all  together  with  blelTing.  At  "Whitfuntide 
they  all  returned  again,  celebrated  the  fcftival  with  joy, 
and  then,  like  good  children,  harmonioufly  difpofed 
themfelves  to  go  to  th6  capelin-fifhery  all  in  a  body 
together,  becaufe  there  were  very  many  widows  and 
finglc  perfons,  who  had  no  boats  nor  families,  and  there- 
fore were  obliged  to  be  interfperfed  among  the  reft,  in 
order  to  be  enabled  to  procure  their  fuftenance  alfo.  The 
brethren  write, 

"  It  was  a  particularly  happy  and  bleffed  Whit- 
^'  funtide,  and  we  had  caufe  to  blefs  the  Spirit  of  the 
*'  Lord  for  preferring  our  Greenlanders  together  in  one 
"  mind  in  thefe  hard  times  of  great  poverty  among  many, 
*'  and  for  now  making  them  fo  willing  to  go  out  in  fel- 
"  lowfhip,  and  to  affift  one  another."  On  Whitfun- 
Tuefday,  being  the  20th  of  May,  after  an  affecling  fare- 
wel,  they  fet  off,  under  the  infpedtion  of  a  miilionary, 
with  tv/enty-feven  women's-boats  to  PilTikfarbik,  and 
the  accounts  received  of  them  from  time  to  time,  were 
agreeable.  They  lo\ed  one  another  like  children, 
learnt  to  bear  one  another's  burdens  in^  all  difficult  cir- 
cumftances,  hearkened  to  their  teacher,  were  abundantly 
blefied  in  external^,  and  all  well  in  health ;  and  at  their 
juattins  and  even-fong  the  Lord  owned  them  as  the  flieep 
of  his  pafturc'.     This  Vfas  fc^iid  to  be  fc  in  faft,  on  their 

being 


Relation  of  New-Herrnhuth,  1755.  235 
being  fpokewith,  at  their  return,  previoufly  to  the  holy 
communion,  to  which  moft  of  them  came  with  hum- 
bled, hungry,  and  chearful  hearts.  And  the  Head  of  his 
body  owned  his  members. 

They  then  feparated  again,  as  ufual,  to  their  feveral 
providing-phices,  and  were  vifited  from  time  to  time  by 
their  teachers.  At  the  ufual  time  the  greateft  part  came 
to  the  holy  communion,  and  the  neareft  at  hand  to  the 
funday's  meetings,  when  they  brought  alfo  the  children, 
born  abiroad,  to  be  baptized. 

§3. 

In  the  mean  time  there  were  not  wanting  heathen, 
who  vifited  at  New-Herrnhuth,  and  attended  the  meet- 
ings or  even  a  baptifmal  folemnity,  of  which  they  always 
carried  an  impre/non  away  with  them.  Efpeciaiiy  in 
lummer  many  Southlanders  came  to  vifit,  in  their  way 
to  and  from  the  north.  As  ignorant  and  unpolifhed  as 
thefc  pcophc  were,  fome  or  ihcm  were  deiuous  of  hearing 
fomewhat ;  and  though,  to  all  appearance,  they  went 
away  as  they  came,  yet  all  was  not  to  be  looked  upon  as 
labour  in  vain ;  fmce  former  experience  has  fhewn, 
that  in  many,  feveral  years  were  required,  before  the 
feed  of  the  word  of  God  could  fpring  up,  and  fo  far 
change  their  minds,  as  to  make  them  only  determine  to 
live  v/ith  the  faithful,  and  quietly  attend  to  the  v/ork  of 
grace.  One  of  thefe  people  flayed  immediately,  and 
many  refolved  to  live  in  the  neighbouring  iflands  ;  where 
they  might  be  come  at,  and  fpoke  more  clofely  with. 

It  was  obfervable,  that  generally  a  defire  after  falva- 
tion  ardfe  firft  of  all  in  the  children.  This  year  afforded 
many  inftances  of  it,  and  the  merchants  found,  on  their 
travels  about  their  bufmefs,  children,  v/hofe  parents  were 
entirely  heathenifli,  and  yet  they  could  repeat  and  fmg 
feveral  verfes,  and  they  wept  at  their  departure,  that 
they  could  not  go  back  with  them  to  the  believers. 

Neither  did  the  annual  difperfion  of  the  Greenland 
brethren  among  the  favages  ever  fail  to  be  a  means  of 
gaining  many  fouls.  They  did  not  indeed  force  the  mat- 
ter upon  them,  as  formerly,  but  whenever  they  were  de- 
firedj  or  but  the  leaft  occallon  was  given  them,  they  de- 
livered a  teftimony  of  what  they  had  experienced.  Where- 

ever 
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ever  a  companyof  baptized  had  pitched  their  tents  together, 
one  of  the  helpers  ufed  to  keep  their  morning  and  even- 
ing-meetings, to  which  the  heathen  were  admitted.  The 
factor  was  full  of  his  pretty  accounts  how  things  went  at 
thofe  times  i  for  on  his  travels,  he  lodged  a  night  with 
our  people,  and  was  prefent  at  their  evening-meeting. 
The  Greenland  helper  fpoke  in  a  fimple  but  edifying 
manner,  and  chiefly  of  himfelf,  how  happy  he  was  in 
the  converfe  with  our  Saviour,  and,  on  the  contrary, 
hov/  painful  it  was  to  him  immediately,  if  he  had  not  an 
abiding  fenfe  of  him  at  all  times  and  on  all  occafions  in 
his  heart.  He  then  gave  a  word  or  two  of  exhortation 
to  the  reft,  who  lent  a  very  attentive  ear.  Their  devo- 
tion, and  efpscially  their  fmging,  pleafed  the  fa£lor  very 
much. 

It  is  a  great  pleafure  to  the  Grcenlanders,  when  fome- 
times  one  of  their  countrymen  keeps  a  fimple  difcourfe  to 
them.  They  are  particularly  attentive  on  fuch  an  occa- 
fion,  and  a  teftimony  to  fome  fuch  purport  as  this : 
"  Behold  with  your  eyes,  how  that  I  have  had  but  little 
*'  labour,  and  have  gotten  unto  me  much  reft,"  (Ecclus.  li. 
27.)  gives  great  weight  to  the  exhortations  ©f  their  fo- 
reign teachers,  whom  the  heathen  would  willingly  look 
upon  as  a  quite  different  clafs  of  men,  and  leaves  them 
110  manner  of  fubterfuge. 

§  4. 

But  we  are  to  form  no  other  conceptions  of  the  dif- 
courfes  which  the  Grcenlanders  keep,  both  abroad,  and, 
during  the  winter,  about  twice  a  week  in  the  hall,  but 
that  they  are  hmple  confeflions  and  declarations  of  their 
own  ftate,  going  from  the  heart  to  the  heart ;  although 
fome  are  at  no  lofs  to  fupport  their  propofition  with  a 
text  or  two  from  the  Bible,  and  to  introduce  likewife 
ftrong  exhortations,  or,  according  as  circumftances  re- 
r.uire,  furious  reproofs.  Their  chief  topic  is  the  paffion 
and  merits  of  Jefus,  and  how  men  may  experience  the 
forgivcnefs  of  fms  in  his  blood,  and  grow  and  advance 
In  the  faving  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  or  in  daily 
communion  with  him.  They  fpeak  of  thefe  things  from 
their  own  experience,  and  that  with  an  ingenuous  ac- 
i^iiowledgenient  of  their  own  defedls,  which  has  a  better 

effea 
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effeft  upon  their  people,  than  if  they  were  to  alledge 
well-meant,  but  ill-applied  fcripture-illuftrations,  the 
produce  of  laborious  ftudy  or  conceited  wifdom,  fuch  as 
is  not  to  be  looked  for  among  the  Greenlandersi  or  than 
if  they  were  to  aflume  a  naufeous  felf-fufficiency,  and  re- 
prove matters  which  the  hearers  could  retort  upon  them- 
lelves. 

But  little  of  their  difcourfes  is  noted  down,  as  the 
writer  often  had  not  time  for  it  juft  then,  and  fo  forgoc 
the  beft  part  * ;  yet  fo  much  we  fee,  that  after  the  man- 
ner of  all  fimple,  perhaps  I  ought  to  fay,  all  original 
nations,  they  make  ufe  of  fimilitudes.  Thus  when  they 
were  once  going  out  among  the  favages,  one  of  them 
fpoke  as  follows :  "  They  Ihould  take  notice  how  the 
*'  fervants  fet  off  the  hall,  at  a  feftival,  by  ftrewing  fand 
*'  about.  Thus,  wherever  they  came,  and  were  fcat- 
*'  tercd  about  like  fand,  they  ought  to  adorn  the  doc- 
"  trine  of  our  Saviour  in  word  and  walk,  and  endeavour 
"  to  fcatter  fomething  into  the  very  hearts  of  the  fava- 
"  ges ;  by  this  means  they  might  keep  a  daily  feftival  to 
*'  our  Saviour."  Did  the  Greenlanders  know  any  thing 
of  the  ufe  of  fait,  or  had  ever  {een  corn  fowcd,  this 
Greenlander  would  perhaps  have  made  ufe  of  the  fimili- 
tude  of  fait,  or  of  the  fower,  according  to  Afatt.  v.  or 
xiii.  If  one  of  them  would  exhort  his  people  to  a  true 
defire  after  our  Saviour,  and  to  an  unintermitting  purfuit 
after  grace  in  his  blood,  he  ufes  the  comparifon  of 
ground  parched  and  chapt  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  of 
the  refrefhing  rain  j  or  of  gnats,  which  cannot  be 
kept  off  from  fucking  blood  from  men ;  or  of  children, 
who,  as  foon  as  they  awake,  cry  for  food. 

The  oft-mentioned  Daniel,  once  began  his  difcourfe 
in  this  manner :  "  My  dear  brethren,  when  children 
"  get  up,  they  fay  to  their  parents  :  I  am  hungry  or  dry, 
*'  and  the  mother  cannot  forbear  giving  them  what  they 
**  want.  Juft  fo  does  our  Saviour  deal  with  us,  if  our 
*'  hearts  do  but  at  all  times  hunger  and  thirft  after  him, 
"  He  has  faved  us  with  his  blood.     What  fliall  we  do 

*  This  reafon  has  alfo  been  alledged  to  me,  that  the  Greenlander,  in 
uttering  the  conceptions  of  his  mind,  has  often  fuch  an  unufual  way  of 
joining  many  words  and  ideas  in  one,  that  this  one  word  muft  in  Gertn^K 
fee  largely  paraphrafedj  and  jet  the  true  fenfe  cannot  be  fully  exprefled. 

"  unto 
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"  unto  him  ?  or  what  return  fhall  we  make  him  for  it  ? 
*'  None,  but  continually  to  look  to  his  wounds,  and 
"  let  the  heathen  know  what  he  has  done  for  us."  &c. 

Another  time  he  faid  :  "Ye  are  fenfible  what  an  ab" 
"  horrence  we  have  for  the  blood  of  the  flain,  and,  if 
"  any  of  it  fliould  fall  upon  our  clothes,  we  Ihould 
*'  wafh  it  clean  out,  or  throw  the  garments  away.  But 
"  we  are  quite  otherwife  difpofed  with  regard  to  the 
*'  blood  of  our  Saviour.  It  fhall  be  our  ornament, 
*'  whenever  a  good  portion  of  it  fans  "to  our  fliare.  Oh  ! 
*'  if  we  have  but  once  got  a  tafte  of  tnis  precious  blood, 
"  it  is  of  fo  fweet  a  favour  to  us,  that  we  cannot  regale 
"  ourfelves  enough  with  it,"  &:c. 

The  fame  perfon,  in  fome  letters,  expreffed  himfelf 
thus:  "I  have  been  this  fummer  hunting  rein-deer; 
*'  and  while  I  was  wandering  about  in  the  wildernefs,  I 
**  prayed  our  Saviour  to  lead  and  guide  me  with  his 
*'  grace.  For  I  know  that  I  am  a  poor  and  wretched 
*'  man,  if  he  is  not  continually  near  me,  giving  food  to 
•'  my  foul  out  of  his  wounds.  My  faults  and  infirmities 
*'  are  numberlefs ;  but  my  Saviour  knows  them  all,  for 
»'  he  knows  my  heart;  and  therefore  I  at  all  .times  ad- 
*'  drefs  him  asa  fmner.  Thus  the  holy  Spirit  directs  my 
*'  heart  to  his  wounds,  and  I  feel  that  our  Saviour  loves 
*'  me,  who  always  chufes  none  but  the  pooreft  of  men. 
*'  Therefore  I  need  not  be  forrowful.  —  —  I  will  now 
*'  tell  you  my  defire :  You  know,  how  children  are  to- 
*'  wards  their  parents ;  thankful  and  obedient.  Juft  fo 
*'  would  I  be  towards  our  Saviour.  I  am  alfo  fenfible, 
*'  that  1  have  had  two  forts  of  life  ;  the  firft  was  in  per- 
**  fe£l  darknefs ;  but,  our  Saviour  having  fought  and 
•'  found  me  among  the  favages,  I  now  live  in  his  light, 
*'  in  his  blood.— —When  we  are  fenfible  of  our  wretch- 
♦'  ednefs,  our  eyes  flow  with  tears  :  but  when  we  fet  be- 
*'  fore  us  our  Saviour  on  the  crofs,  we  cleave  to  his  fide, 
**  as  the  nepifet-fifh  to  the  ftone  *,  and  all  the  time  we 
*'  retain  a  fenfe  of  our  own  wrctchednefs.  Here  have 
"  you  the  thoughts  of  my  heart," 

Befides  the  journeys  vi^hich  their  feeking  of  proviflon, 
or  the  vifitatiou  of  their  own  Greenlanders  while  abroad, 
*  Ses  E.  II,  §,  10. 

gave 


Relation  of  New-Herrnhuth,  1755.  239 
gave  occafion  to,  and  which  chiefly  fell  out  in  fummer ; 
the  brethren  went  twice  to  vifit  the  heathen  exprefly,  in  , 
fpring  and  autumn.  The  firft  time,  they  baptized  the 
child  of  a  believing  couple,  after  a  difcourre  upon  the 
words:  I Jiand at  the  door  and  knock ^  5zc.  delivered  chiefly 
with  a  viev/  to  the  heathen.  Afterwards  they  fpokea 
good  deal  in  a  more  particular  manner  with  them.  This 
was  in  Kookoernen.  But  they  came  to  Kangek  at  a 
wrong  time.  Several  boats  of  Greenlanders  were  juft 
preparing  to  remove  their  quarters,  who  vifited  all  the 
places  where  they  had  before  lived,  and  joined  with  thofe 
that  flayed  behind,  in  bewailing  all  who  had  died  during 
their  ftay  there. 

At  the  laft  vifit,  befides  women,  to  help  to  row,  four 
of  the  Greenland  helpers  went  along  with  them  to 
Kookoernen.  *'  The  heathen  (fay  they)  received  us 
"  kindly.  Upon  our  entering  into  converfation  with 
*'  them,  a  man  pleaded  his  ignorance  as  an  excufe  for 
*'  himfelf.  This  gave  occafion  to  a  difcourfe  concerning 
*'  Jefus,  the  true  light,  that  will  lighten  every  man  and 
*'  lave  them  by  his  blood.  Some  very  pretty  children 
*'  were  there,  to  whom  it  was  a  pleafure  to  have  to  do 
**  with  us,  and  it  would  have  been  a  greater  pleafure  to 
'*  them  had  they  been  allowed  to  go  with  us.  The 
"  next  day  I  let  our  Daniel  keep  a  difcourfe.  He  tefti- 
*'  fied  with  great  freedom,  that  he  was  formerly  equally 
*^  blind  and  dead,  and  yet  full  of  dread  for  futurity; 
*'  but  that  lince  he  became  acquainted  with  his  Re- 
*'  conciler  thro'  blood,  he  was  very  happy ;  and  this 
*'  he  could  not  conceal,  but  was  dehrous  of  declaring 
*'  it  to  every  one,  in  hopes  that  others  may  learn  wif- 
**  dom  alfo,  and  have  their  eternal  welfare  at  heart. 
*'  The  heathen  were  very  attentive  to  what  he  faid. 
*'  Ocl.  29,  we  went  to  fome  other  houfes,  wifhed 
*'  them  the  peace  of  God,  and  where  they  received  us, 
*'  we  fpoke  of  the  love  of  our  Saviour  towards  all  men, 
*'  and  efpecially  towards  them  in  this  their  day.  A 
*'  woman  was  very  attentive,  and  fpoke  every  word  after 
*'  me.  She  faid  to  the  Greenland  fifters,  that  fhe  had 
*'  alfo  formerly  fome  fenfe  of  our  Saviour,  but  had  now 
*'  loft  it,  and  wifhed  much  to  be  with  us,  in  order  to 
^  feek  aeain  what  ihe  had  loft  j  but  her  hufband  had  yet 
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"  no  mind  for  it.  The  3crh,  we  were  obliged  to  lie  ftill 
*'  becaufe  of  the  ftrong  wind,  and  had  an  opportunity  to 
"  fpeak  a  good  deal  with  the  heathen,  ihe  31ft,  we 
*'  returned,  and  had  fuch  a  high  fea,  as  if  the  waves 
"  would  fwallow  us  up,  but  we  got  home  fafe  and 
«'  well." 

Moreover  the  brethren  were  invited  both  by  the  traders 
and  the  Greenlanders  in  Fifher's-bay  to  vifit  them,  and 
rather  ftill,  to  live  there.  Many  of  the  heathen  of  thofe 
parts,  in  their  pafling  to  and  fro,  had  a  defire  excited  ia 
them  to  be  acquainted  with  our  Saviour  and  to  be  bap- 
tized, partly  while  they  were  in  New-Herrnhuth,  and 
partly  in  places  where  they  had  fojourned,  in  company 
with  our  Greenlanders  i  and  their  defire  was  increafed 
by  the  forementioned  hymns :  but  no  vifiting,  much  lefs 
living  there,  was  to  be  thought  of  for  the  prefent. 

§6. 

In  tlie  meanwhile  the  Greenlanders  wereacrain  moved 
into  their  winter-houles,  rich  in  God's  temporal  bleilings, 
(of  which  they  were  again  able  to  part  with  a  confiderable 
quantity,  to  every  body's  furprize,)  and  full  of  hunger  and 
defire  after  the  word  of  life,  which  was  particularly  ob- 
iervable  on  Sundays,  when  the  hall  was  by  far  too  Imall, 
efpecially  at  the  meeting  for  the  litany ;  fo  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  cold,  the  hot  fumes  in  the  hall  rendered  it 
almoft  infufFerable.  This  made  it  neceflary  for  the  chil- 
dren to  ftay  a\^'ay ;  but  as  they  did  not  like  to  lofe  this 
bieffed  part  of  divine  fervice,  it  was  performed  with  them 
the  next  morning,  inftead  of  their  ufual  cattchifation. 
Their  fchools  were  alio  fet  on  foot  again,  and  the  three 
miffionaries  fo  divided  the  bufmefs  between  them,  that 
one  taught  the  boys  to  read,  another  the  girls,  and  the 
third  the  grown  perfons  to  write.  The  catechifations 
and  finging-fchools  were  kept  with  the  young  people  of 
both  fexes,  at  certain  times,  by  each  alternately.  One  of 
the  biggeft  fchool-boys  once  wrote  to  his  mafter  the  fol- 
lowing letter  :  *'  As  1  feel  in  my  heart,  that  I  am  a  poor 
♦*  fmner,  I  often  pray  thus :  Dear  Saviour,  give  me 
"  continually  a  deeper  fenfe  in  my  heart,  that  thou  haft 
<*  died  for  me  on  the  crofs.  It  is  faftened  in  my  mind, 
**  that  blood  and  water  flowed  out  of  thy  fide.     This  I 

"  cannot 
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"  cannot  poflibly  forget,  while  I  am  here  upon  earth. 

O  !  how  happy  and  blefled  are  the  communicantSj 
*'  who  have  often  their  particular  meeting  with  our  Sa- 
'*  viour.     This  I  write  with  tears." 

Befides  the  bleffing  refting  upon  the  meetings  of  the 
whole  congregation,  and  of  the  feveral  choirs,  a  parti- 
cular bleffing  refted  upon  the  little  companies,  called 
bands.  In  fuch  free  heart's-converfations  between  peo- 
ple of  like  fort,  the  inmoft  longing  of  the  heart  was  often 
beft  difcovered.  The  catechumens  longed  for  baptifm, 
as  they  did  not  only  hear,  but  fee  that  it  muft  be  a  happy 
life,  for  a  perfon  whofe  "  heart  was  fprinkled  from  an 
"  evil  confcience,  and  his  body  wafhed  with  pure 
*'  water,"  to  have  a  right  to  rejoice  in  the  communion 
with  the  body  of  Jefus.  The  baptized,  not  yet  admit- 
ted to  the  Lord's-fupper,  fhewed  a  defire  to  be  partakers 
of  this  grace;  and  nothing  could  be  more  painful  to  the 
communicants,  than  to  be  obliged  at  any  time  to  forego 
this  exalted  good.  A  particular  grace  was  perceptible 
this  winter  among  the  young  men,  and  efpecially  among 
the  boys,  and  there  was  ground  to  hope  that  the  ri- 
fing  generation  would  be  an  honour  to  our  Saviour  and 
a  joy  to  the  congregation. 

§7. 

A  pretty  confiderable  number  of  new  inhabitants  came 
hither,  and  fcarce  a  month  but  brought  fome.  There 
were  a  couple  of  families,  who  were  fome  time  ago  ftir- 
red  up  at  the  vifit  made  by  two  Greenlanders  to  the 
north.  The  greateft  part  were  people,  who  have  lived 
a  long  time  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  could  not  enjoy 
their  wifli  till  one  or  other,  who  till  now  had  kept  them 
back,  was  gone  off  the  ft:age.  Among  the  reft  was  an 
old  widow,  of  whom  nothing  particular  was  known,  but 
that  fhe  had  once  been  buried,  and  after  two  days  came 
to  herfelf  again.  She  gave  a  relation  of  her  dead-fieep 
with  many  ftrange  geflures ;  the  brethren  took  occafion 
from  this,  to  tell  her  about  the  Shepherd,  that  leaped 
into  the  jaws  of  death,  to  free  and  refcue  us  from  this 
monfter.  She  was  not  a  little  aftonifhed,  that  God  loved 
men  in  fuch  a  manner,  and   (he  afforded  hopes  of  our 
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feeing  her,  or  at  leaft  her  children,  one  time   or  other, 
obtain  falvation. 

Twenty  eight  of  the  catechumens,  and  eleven  chil- 
dren, were  made  partakers  of  haptifm.  Among  them 
were  two  men,  who  had  lived  with  the  brethren  in  the 
year  1739,  but  had  ever  fmce  gone  aftray,  and  were  novy 
iilled  with  fhame  and  joy,  that  this  grace  was  flill 
v'ouchfafed    unto   them. 

§8. 

On  the  other  hand  thirteen  baptized  happily  de- 
parted this  life.  Among  them  the  following  are  worthy 
of  notice : 

I.)  Jehu,  alias  Kuanak,  a  prize  which  the  late  Samu- 
el Kajarnak  brought  with  him,  in  the  year  1741,  out  of 
the  fouth,  being  his  brother's  fon.  Our  Saviour  foon 
drew  near  to  his  heart,  he  was  a  real  joy  to  us,  and  ac- 
cording to  his  meafure  of  knowledge,  a  bleiling  to  many 
heathen,  efpecially  the  chiidrent  But  the  next  year  he 
was  obliged  to  go  with  his  father  to  the  north.  At  tak- 
ing leave  we  fell  upon  our  knees  with  him,  and  he  pray- 
ed fo  movingly,  that  we  fhed  numberlefs  tears  together. 
After  his  father's  death,  he  returned  a  cripple ;  but  yet 
got  fo  far  cured,  that  he  could  go  in  his  kajak.  He  was 
foon  made  partaker  of  the  church-graces,  had  a  fimplc 
child-like  heart,  and  amidft  all  the  heavy  circumftance* 
of  his  fickly  body,  was  always  chearful.  He  once  wrote 
thus  of  himfelf :  "  I  poor  cripple  am  heartily  poor,  but 
*'  our  bleeding  Saviour  with  his  wounds  is  become  my 
*'  comfort,  befides  which  I  have  none.  Whenever  I 
■•'  think  on  this,  my  heart  rejoices.  Of  my  felf  I 
*'  fhould  never  have  obtained  comfort ;  but  he  himfelf 
*'  has  fixed  my  thoughts  and  fenfes  upon  his  wounds. 
."  Therefore  I  conftantly  cleave  unto  him,  and  becaufe  I 
'^'  am  fo  poor  and  wretched,  I  will  ever  hide  myfelf  in  his 
*'  wounds." 

2.)  Auguftina,  a  chearful  heart,  and  like  wife  a  very 
fenfible  helper,  beloved  and  honoured  by  all  her  fifters. 
The  time  of  her  tedious  ficknefs,  the  confequence  of  a 
mifcarriage,  fhe  fpcnt  in  fuch  a  blefied  manner  as  incited 
every  body  to  vifit  her,  and  be  refreflied  by  her  joyful  ex- 
oeclation  of  her  Bridegroom. 
-^  3.)Jofeph, 
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3.)  Jofeph,  an  extraordinary  fine  child,  feven  years 
old,  which  had  been  under  a  concern  for  two  years  about 
bapiifm,  and  often  made  his  defire  known  with  tears,  was 
baptized  on  his  Tick  bed,  and  thus  went  clean-waftied  to 
the  bleffed  hoit  arrayed  in  white  robes. 

A  man  among  the  catechumens  departed  this  life,  be- 
fore he  could  be  baptized  ;  yet  comforted  through  the 
wounds  of  Jefus.  The  brethren  afterwards  learnt  from 
the  people  of  the  houfe,  that  fhortly  before  his  departure, 
he  gave  an  account  of  our  Saviour's  appearing  to  him, 
with  his  wounds,  and  faying  to  him  :  "  I  appear  to 
"  thee  for  this  reafon,  that  thou  mayeft  fee  and  believe, 
**  when  thou  comeft  to  me,  that  it  is  I." 

As  pleafmg  as  it  is  to  fee  fouls  go  home  to  their  Re- 
deemer, it  v/as  neverthelefs  as  afflicting,  that  this  year 
three  brethren  loft  their  lives  in  their  kajaks,  one  of 
whofe  bodies  was  only  found,  who,  under  water,  had 
crept  out  ofhiskajak,  and  tied  himfelffaft  to  it,  that 
.  he  might  be  found  and  buried.     Their  names  were  : 

Ifaac,  an  ufeful  helper,  and  particularly  worthy  of 
love  and  confidence,  becaufe  of  his  fteady  and  invariable 
difpofition  in  all  circumftances. 

Enoch,  a  poor  weak  mind,  but  one  to  whom  our 
Saviour  fhewed  great  mercy,  and  took  him  away  at  the 
right  time  into  a  ftate  of  fafety,  feeing  his  heart  was 
never  in  fo  good  a  fituation,  as  at  prefent. 

Salmah,  a  fingle  brother,  a  ftill  and  happy  foul.  For 
fome  time  a  particular  work  of  grace  was  apparent  in  him, 
which  made  him  ready  for  his  happy  releafe. 

There  was  in  general  this  year  a  great  deal  of  ftormy 
and  dangerous  weather.  Four  European  brethren  wer& 
once  detained  at  an  uninhabited  part  of  the  country  by  a 
ftorm,  which  lafted  three  days,  and  could  have  no  pro- 
vifion  fent  them.  However  they  could  go  by  turns  fix 
rniks  over  land  to  the  Greenlanders  in  the  found,  and 
thereby  fave  themfelves  from  famifhing.  And  in  Octo- 
ber nine  Greenland-women  going  to  a  diftant  uninhabited 
ifland  to  gather  bilberries,  were  driven  by  a  hard  ftorm  in 
their  boat  into  the  fea.  But  they  were  feen  at  the  right 
time  by  fome  favages  pafling  by,  who  carried  them  to 
their  houfes,  and  took  good  care  of  them,  till  they  could 
be  fetched  away. 

CLz  "  The 
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The  twenty-fourth  Year,  1756. 

_  §  I.     _ 

I  Will  give  peace  in  this  place-,  ja'ith  the  Lord  of  hojls^  Hag. 
ii.  9.  This  was  the  promife  which  the  brethren  in  a 
particular  manner  received  from  the  bible,  the  beginning 
of  this  year,  a  time  of  fo  great  diflurbance  in  almoft  all 
other  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  it  had  its  accomplijfhment, 
in  their  place,  both  in  a  temporal  and  fpiritual  kii^^. 
The  J/nen.,  ttit  faithful  arultiue  Witnef^  (which  were  the 
words  prefixed  to  the  little  text-book,  contaming  the 
fayings  of  our  Saviour)  ov/ned  his  poor  lowly  little  flock 
out  of  the  Greenland  nation,  (which,  wretched,  void- 
of  outward  comelinefs,  fmall,  defective,  as  it  was,  was 
yet  his,  and  that  was  all  it  defired)  I  fay,  he  owned  this 
little  flock,  according  to  the  gracious  good  pleafure 
he  has  in  his  reconciled  children  of  men,  at  the  very  firft 
entrance  of  the  year  in  the  moft  holy  facrament  of  hie 
body  and  blood  ;  and,  throughout  the  whole,  one  fab- 
bath  after  another,  in  his  v»'ord;  and  one  month  after 
another,  both  on  congregation-days,  and,  in  particular, 
on  communion-days,  in  the  holy  facraments  of  baptifm 
and  of  the  Lord's-fupper ;  nay,  in  all  its  daily  meetings, 
and  in  the  filent  converfe  of  every  hungry  foul  with  her 
unfeen  Friend. 

Indeed  at  the  beginning  things  did  not  feem  to  profper 
rightly  with  the  catechumens;  and  the  6th  of  January 
being  the  day  of  the  manifeflation  of  Chrift  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, which  was  always  wont  to  be  a  great  baptifm-day, 
pafl'ed  this  time  without  this  folemnity.  Yet  after  a  fer- 
mon  upon  the  words,  A  Light  to  lighten  tl^e  Gentiles,  a 
particular  meeting  was  held  with  fifty-five  unbaptized, 
at  which  many  difcovered  a  great  defire  after  our  Saviour 
and  baptifm  j  nay,  a  widow  could  not  fleep  the  night 
following,  and,  as  ftie  faid,  was  obliged  to  get  up  and 
go  out,  to  weep  before  our  Saviour  for  the  haftening  of 
this  grace.  The  greater  was  the  joy,  and  the  more  the 
thankful  tears  both  of  teachers  and  hearers,  that  on 
Jan.  19,  being  the  memorial-day  of  the  Greenland- 
miffioH,  they   could  aflTure  fourteen  catechumens  of  the 
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nigheft  expe£tation  of  baptifm,  by  reception  among  the 
candidates.  The  word  of  the  day  :  Thou  Jhalt  reinernber 
thy  ways^  and  be  ajhamed,  gave  occafion  to  recoUedl  with 
joy  and  fhame,  what  the  Lord,  thefe  twenty-three 
years,  had  done  for  this  wild  and  wade  place,  on  which 
a  temple  of  God  of  living  ftones  now  Hands,  and  how 
richly  he  had  comforted  the  congregation  for  the  laft 
difficult  years,  healed  the  hurts,  and  repaired  the  breaches 
and  had  brought  every  thing  temporally  and  fpiritually 
to  a  happy  iiTuc. 

§  2. 
"  We  thank  him,  weeping  at  his  pierced  feet, — for 
"  nought  fo  much,  as  his  atonement  great."  But  yet 
external  well-being  was  no  fmall  excitement  for  offering 
him  thanks  and  praife.  In  the  fpring  was  again  a  great 
famine  among  the  heathen.  Mr.  Dalager  the  fa£tor 
having  been  at  Kellingeit  on  the  blubber-trade,  a  place 
lying  twenty  leagues  to  the  fouth,  and  generally  abound- 
ing with  feals,  brought  nothing  but  the  lamentable  news 
of  people  perifhing  with  hunger  ;  indeed  he  brought  too 
a  particular  prefent  for  the  brethren,  viz.  a  deferted 
httle  girl,  whom  the  favages,  for  want  of  food,  had 
twice  laid  in  a  diftant  cave,  to  avoid  feeing  her  die  for 
hunger  ;  but  on  finding  her  ftill  aliv^e,  when  they  went 
two  days  after  to  fee  after  her,  they  caft  her  quite  naked 
into  the  fea.  And  as  even  the  fea  would  not  be  her 
grave,  a  man  *  touched  with  compaffion,  but  able  to 
give  her  nothing,  laid  her  in  an  empty  ftore-houfe.  Pre- 
fently  after  came  the  merchant,  and  hearing  the  affair, 
was  moved  with  pity,  ordered  this  poor  worm  to  be 
brought,  though  fhe  was  emaciated  to  a  perfect  fkeleton 
with  cold  and  feveral  days  hunger,  cloathed  and  fed  her 
with  his  own  hands,  brought  her  home,  and,  as  fhe  had 
a  little  life  left  in  herj  he  fent  her  in  a  bag  to  the  bre- 
thren, with  an  offer  to  be  helpful  to  any  poor  widowj 
that  v/ould  take  upon  her  to  care  for  and  bring  her  up. 
She  is  ftill  alive,  to  the  joy  of  her  benefadlor.  May 
the  blcjfmg  of  her,  that  was  ready  to  perij/j,  come  upon 
him  ! 

•  This  compaflionate  Greenlander,  a  couplejof  years  after,  believed  an^ 
v;aj  baptized. 

0,3  Thiis 
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This  famine  drove  many  Greenlanders  to  vifit  here. 
But  it  was  with  themoft,  as  if  want  and  anxious  cares  had 
benumbed  their  fenfes,  and  had  only  rendered  their  hearts 
more  hard.  Ours,  by  good  order  and  management,  had 
fuch  a  fufficiency,  as  to  be  able  to  fpare  the  hungry  a 
morfel.  A  fevere  cold  brought  many  fea-fowl  to  the 
iflands'to  their  relief;  and  a  few  peafe  and  oatmeal  were 
diftributed  among  the  poor  widows  and  orphans,  and 
alfo  among  a  couple  of  families,  whofe  heads  were  unfit 
to  venture  to  fea  in  all  forts  of  bad  weather ;  for  which 
they  blefTed  their  benefactor  in  a  fimple  letter  of  thanks. 
In  the  mean  time  the  growing  want  caufed  man)',  for 
this  time,  to  move  very  early,  viz.  in  the  beginning  of 
March,  with  their  families  to  other  places,  where  they 
were  vifited  from  time  to  time,  and  by  this  opportunity 
the  heathen  were  called  upon  too ;  although  but  few, 
this  year,  were  nigh  at  hand,  and  no  more  than  two 
houfes  were  inhabited  in  Kangek,  which  is  generally 
very  populous. 

§  3- 

Towards  EaPcer  the  greateft  part  came, to  the  blefTed 

commemoration  of  the  PaiTion-week,  though  the  bad 
weather  kept  back  feveral.  In  the  Eafter-holidavs, 
fome  confufion  was  made  by  an  American  captain,  who 
pretended,  that  the  ice  forced  him  to  run  in.  He  was 
probably  the  fame  pirate  that  had,  two  years  ago, 
carried  oft  fome  men  with  him.  But  be  that  as  it  will, 
.  it  was  faid  after  this  man's  departure,  that  he  had  robbed 
many  Greenlanders  of  their  goods.  The  chief  uneafmefs 
indeed  was  between  the  captain  and  his  crew  ;  but  yet 
the  people  of  thefe  parts  were  obliged  to  be  well  on-  their 
guard  agaiuR-  any  hoftile  attem.pt,  and  at  leaft  to  prevent 
any  Greenlanders  being  fnatched  away,  as  both  his  load- 
ed guns  gave  caufe  of  apprchenfion,  and  he  had  even 
confined  one  of  our  Greenlanders  on  board.  The  mer- 
chant ordered  fome  of  his  crev/,  who  came  afhore  in  the 
boat,  to  be  put  in  hold,  till  he  difmifled  the  Greenlan- 
der;  therefore  he  came  him.felf  on  fhore,  and  made  due 
fatis  faction. 

In  June,  the  flilp  bound  for  Frederic's-hope,  being 
again  hindered  by  the  ice  from  running  in  there,  came 
to  Good-hope  J    and   Ball's-River   being  quickly   after 

failed 
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filled  with  ice,  fhe  was  forced  to  lie  nine  weeks,  and  at 
her  departure,  was  again  under  a  neceffity  of  running  into 
Fifhers-bay.  In  the  mean  time  John  Scerenfen  gave  no- 
tice of  his  fafe  arrival  at  Naparfok,  thirty  leagues  north 
of  Good-hope,  where  the  {hip  bound  hither,  was  oblig- 
ed by  the  ice  to  fly  for  {helter.  The  ice  appeared  i'o 
dangerous,  that  it  was  fcarcely  to  be  hoped  that  the  fhip 
could  come  in.  Therefore  one  of  the  brethren  went 
with  a  women's-boat  to  fetch  him,  and  brought  him,  be- 
tween the  ice  and  the  fhore,  to  within  two  leagues  of  the 
colony  into  the  found.  But  here  they  were  obliged  to 
ftay  fome  days  with  the  Greenlanders,  as  the  inlet  was 
fo  full  of  ice,  that  the  Greenlanders,  and  likewife  fome 
failors,  who  v/ere  gone  to  the  iflands  in  queft  of  eggs, 
and  had  been  (hut  up  with  ice,  were  obliged  to  walk 
over  the  ice  home.  Yet  fome  Greenlanders  ventured  to 
carry  our  brethren  fome  provifion.  But  though  a  fmall 
opening  was  again  made  in  the  ice,  yet  as  it  was  not 
fufficient,  they  had  a  very  toilfome  and  dangerous  piece  of 
work.  Sometimes  they  were  forced  to  carry  their  kajaks 
on  their  heads  or  in  their  hands ;  fometimes  to  (hove 
them  before  them,  or  draw  them  after  them  ;  fometimes 
to  ufe  them  as  bridges  to  ftep  over  from  one  piece  of  ice 
to  another ;  fometimes  to  fit  in  them,  and  pafs  between 
the  ice';  till  they  reached  our  brethren,  who,  after  being 
detained  four  weeks,  and  paffing  backwards  and  for- 
wards in  the  ice,  at  length  arrived  fafe.  But  it  was  live 
weeks  after  this,  before  the  fhip  could  run  in. 

§4. 
Nothwithftanding  all  this  ice,  the  Greenlanders  were 
obliged  to  go  on  the  capelin-fifhery,  and  a  miHionary 
along  with  them.  In  their  way  to  the  place,  a  women's- 
boat  was  crufhed  to  pieces,  but  the  people  were  faved. 
On  their  return,  a  heavy-laden  boat  likewife  received  a 
hard  crufli.  The  Greenlanders  unloaded  their  cargo, 
and  fet  up  a  tent  upon  a  large  cake  of  ice,  but  hard 
weather  coming  on,  and  the  cake  breaking,  they  were 
forced  to  quit  tent,  lading  and  all,  and  make  a  fhift  to 
fave  themfelves  in  the  damaged  boat.  Such-like  particu- 
lar occurrences  and  prefer vations  were  experienced  by 
,  Q,  4  more 
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more  about  this  time,  when  many  loft  their  little  all,  but 
no  body  his  life. 

Thus  with  refpeft  to  their  provifion,  things  had  a  very 
indifferent  appearance  ;  add  to  this,  that  they  caught  but 
a  fmall  number  of  feals  in  autumn.  However,  provi- 
dence had  cared  for  therti  in  another  way,  viz.  many 
whales  had  been  feen  at  the  fpring  of  the  year,  which  are 
wont  to  come  but  feldom  into  thofe  parts.  Now  though 
they  could  catch  none,  the  Greenlanders  here-abouts 
being  unprovided  for  fuch  exploits,  yet  in  the  fummer 
they  found  a  dead  whale,  and  in  autumn  they  caught 
fome  Ardluit,  a  fort  of  fword-fifli,  which  feed  upon 
feals*.  Thus  they  were  furnifhed  with  fo  much  flefli 
and  blubber,  that  they  had  to  fpare. 

It  is  eafy  to  imagine,  that  the  European  brethren,  in 
their  prov.dmg  necefTaries,  and  efpecially  in  ga::hering  the 
needful  turf  and  wood,  muft  fall  exceeding  fhort,  as  in 
the  beft  fummer-months,  fcarce  a  Greenlander,  not  to 
fay  an  European  with  his  boat,  could  make  his  way 
throu.'h  the  ice. 

§5-    . 

The  vaft  quantity  of  ice,  which  was  fo  great  an  ob- 

flacle  :c  providing  necefiaries  for  the  body,  was,  on  the 
oiticr  "fide,  not  v/ithout  fome  good  effecl:.  For  again  a 
larve  tioop  of  Southlanders  calling  upon  the  brethren  in 
their  way  to'  the  north,  were  necefTitated  partly  to  ftay 
lono^er  with  them  than  ufual,  and  partly  to  take  up  their 
abode  in  theie  parts.  Which  was  a  deilrable  opportunity 
'  of  inftilling  Something  into  their  hearts  and  confci- 
ences. 

A  flirring  ftill  fubiiftcd  among  the  neighbouring  hea- 
then, though  not  fuch  an  univerfal  awakening  as  twelve 
years  as^o  ;  this  the  brethren  learnt  from  our  Greenland 
helpers  when  they  came  home  J .  For  as  they  now  did 
not  accoft  the  heathen  of  their  own  accord,  which  did 
raore  harm  than  good  to  fuch,  as  had  long  heard  the 
word  of  God,  and  were  cloyed  with  it ;  they  were  often 
invited  to  fpeak  a  little  to  them  and  theirs,  which  they 

*  See  B.  II.  §  20. 

■J  The  vifits  of  the  miflionaries  among  the  heathen,  and  what  occutTe4 
thereat,  are  this  time,  as_^  well  as  le«ral  times  before,  omitted  for 
fcrevity's  fake. 

then 


Relation  of  New-Herrnhuth,  1756.  24^ 
then  always  did  with  joy,  though  many  ftill  had  recourfe 
to  various  flilfts  and  evafions,  why  thev  could  not  wholly 
furrender  thennfelves  up  to  their  Redeemer,  it  appeared, 
that  many  conferred  with  flelh  and  blood,  which  every 
where,  and  fo  likewife  among  the  heathen,  choaks  i^o 
many  good  motions.  Thus  one  faid :  "I  have  two 
''  wills,  one  yielding,  and  the  other  withftanding  ;  thefe 
*'  two  wills  are  at  variance  with  each  other,  and  as  yet 
**  the  withftanding  will  always  prevails."  The  old  well- 
known  forcerer  Kafliak.  often  prefled  the  Greenland- 
brethren  into  his  houfe,  in  order  to  fpeak  a  little  to  his 
family,  that  his  children  might  attain  fome  good  know- 
ledge. But  on  the  propofal  bemg  made  to  him,  whether 
he  himfelf  would  not  make  the  beginning  by  his  own 
converfion,  he  gave  anfwer  :  "  My  fpirit  indeed  is  never 
"  without  fome  fmall  inclination  to  it,  but  my  flefli  is 
"  too  weak."  And  a  fcholar  of  the  conjurers,  after  a 
long  converfation  with  a  Greenland-helper,  lamented, 
that  though  he  had  once  m.ade  a  beginning  of  being  con- 
verted, he  was  now  fo  captivated  by  the  evil  fpirit  fince 
his  engaging  in  the  forcerers  fchool,  that  he  was  in 
great  doubt  whether  his  converfion  would  ever  take 
effeft. 

The  Greenland  helper  Daniel,  who,  three  years  ago, 
made  the  vifit  to  the  north,  and  ftill  proceeded  in  vifiting 
the  heathen,  and  making  known  unto  them  the  way  of 
falvation,  related  of  his  vifit  to  Kookoernen  and  Kan- 
gek,  that  he  had  every  where  met  with  willing  and  at- 
tentive hearers.  A  man  told  him,  that  oftentimes,  when 
rowing  alone  in  his  kajak,  he  calls  to  mind  what  he  has 
heard  of  our  Saviour.  One  conjurer  faid  to  him,  that 
he  had  indeed  heard  much  fpoken  of  believing,  but  did  not 
know  what  particular  advantage  the  believers  had  above 
the  unbelievers  ;  for  he  v/as  not  yet  fuch  a  proficient,  (as 
fome  angekoks  boafted  they  were)  as  to  be  able  to  travel 
about  in  the  other  world,  and  to  learn  the  ftate  of  de- 
parted fouls,  of  which  are  many  different  ftories.  Our 
Greenlander  anfwered  :  "  We  fhall  come  into  a  very 
*■•  glorious  place,  which  we  cannot  defcribe,  becaufe  we 
*'  have  never  yet  feen  it  j  but  the  greateft  glory  will  con- 
**  fift  ia  feeing  our  Saviour,  on  whom  we  believe,  with 
**  our  eyes.     But  this  is  a  place  none  can  come  to,  ex- 

"  cept 
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*'  cept  he  is  born  of  water  and  the  Spirit;  and  moreover 
*'  he  mud  firft  lay  afide  his  body,  which  muft  be  turned 
"  to  duft.  And  out  of  this  our  Saviour  will  make  a 
"  new  body,  in  all  refpedis  complete ;  and  with  this 
"  body  believers  fliall  enter  into  that  fine  glorious  place, 
"  and  live  for  ever  with  their  Saviour." 

§  6. 

However,  bare  motions  were  not  all,  but  this  year 
alfo  many  came  nearer  to  the  congregation  of  the  faith- 
ful ;  though  fome,  who  could  not  accommodate  them- 
felves  to  that  way  of  life,  or  rather  not  perfuade  them- 
felves  to  an  honeft  furrender  of  their  hearts,  moved  away 
again,  and  carried  ofF  with  them  many  a  foul,  whom 
the  Holy  Ghoft  had  taken  under  his  teaching.  Thus  a 
widow,  difgufted  that  (he  was  not  admitted  to  baptifm 
foon  enough,  moved  away  again  ;  "  for,  faid  fhe,  it 
*'  puts  one  to  too  great  fhame,  to  hear  it  faid  after  fer- 
"  mon  :  Now  the  unbaptized  go  home,  (itey  mlj/a  ejl.) 
A  family,  that  had  prepared  its  winter  habitation,  moved 
away  likewife,  but  two  young  people  ftayed  behind. 
Now  fhortly  after,  the  daughter  of  this  family  dying, 
the  father  brought  her  corpfe  with  a  great  cry,  faying  : 
"  Here  I  bring  my  daughter,  who  always  had  a  defire 
*'  to  live  with  you,  but  I,  wicked  man,  oppofed  it ; 
"  and  therefore  he,  on  whom  fhe  believed,  has  puniftied 
"  me,  and  taken  her  from  me.  But  fhe  intreated  me  to 
*'  bring  her  body  to  the  believers  land,  and  that  ye,  at 
*'  her  burial,  would  fmg  her  a  hymn,  as  ye  do  other 
*'  believers.  And  I  alfo  beg  the  fame."  Another  man, 
who  lived  here  laft  winter,  went  again  in  the  fpring  with 
his  family  to  the  heathen,  and  indeed  to  the  very  worft 
in  thefe  parts.  Neceffity  drove  him  quickly  again  to  the 
brethren ;  for  attempts  had  been  made  upon  his  life.  His 
enemies,  (fome  of  whom  have  fmce  been  converted,) 
purfued  him,  but  endeavoured  to  clear  themfelves  of  the 
imputations  laid  upon  them ;  and  at  laft  told  him, 
•'  that  he  had  now  nothing  to  fear,  as  he  lived  among 
'*  good  people."  As  foon  as  he  was  out  of  danger,  he 
went  away  again  ;  however  a  girl  was  not  to  be  perfuad- 
ed  to  it,  but  forfook  her  people,  and  ftayed.  Another 
child,  whofe  parents  were  going  away,  being  a&ed,  if 

Ihe 


Relation  of  New-Herrnhuth,  1756.  251 
(he  would  leave  us  too?  the  mother  anfwered;  yes, 
it  is  on  the  child's  account  we  mull:  be  gone,  becauie 
fhe  will  not  ftay.  But  the  child  faid  :  "  Ah !  mother, 
"  you  are  a  great  liar,  I  would  be  glad  to  ftay  here, 
''  and  learn  our  Saviour's  words,  but  you  have  per- 
"  fuaded  my  father  to  depart  *." 

On  the  other  hand,  many  children,  who  had  for- 
fook  father  and  mother  and  followed  Jefus,  had  the 
happinefs  to  draw  their  relations  after  them.  A  Green- 
lander  in  Piffikfarbik,  who  for  many  years  had  com- 
munication v/ith  the  brethren,  but  could  never  refolve 
to  forfake  f  his  land,  where  he  was  held  in  great  repute ; 
being  at  the  capelin-fifhery  got  a  fight  of  his  daughter, 
who  had  moved  from  him  and  was  baptized,  and  fhew- 
ed  his  refentment  at  it.  But  ihe  mcdeftly  told  him  the 
reafons  that  induced  her  to  it,  fet  forth  to  him  the  hap- 
pinefs of  the  believers,  concluding  with  thefe  words  : 
'*  So  happy  may  you  alfo  be ;  but  if  you  will  not,  I 
•'  cannot  ftay  and  perifti  with  you."  This  foftened  his 
heart,  and  he  began  to  weep,  went  v/ith  her  to  the 
miilionary,  and  declared  his  intention  now  was  not  to 
take  away  his  daughter  from  the  baptized,  but  rather 
to  go  with  her.  He  dcfired  him  only  to  engage  her, 
with  another  or  two,  to  help  him  to  put  his  matters  in 
order.  This  was  done,  and  at  length  he  himfelf  came, 
with  his  two  fons  and  the  reft  of  his  houfhold,  and  faid  : 
*'  Now  I  come  to  you  alfo,  and  will  not  leave  you 
*'  again.  I  only  wifti  that  the  reft  of  my  children  may 
"  foon  be  baptized,  for  they  are  young  and  have  a  de- 
"  fire  after  our  Saviour.  As  to  myfeif  I  am  in  a  very 
"  indifferent  ftate,  and  am  not  likely  to  come  to  much; 
*'  but  yet,  at  lying  down  and  rifmg  up,  I  call  to  mind 
*'  what!  have  heard  of  our  Saviour,  and  I  am  come  hither 
*'  on  purpofe  to  hear  more."  He  came  alfo  frequently 
to  enquire  whether  his  grown  (on  was  not  foon  to  be 
baptized.  *'  I  myfeif,  faid  he,  dare  not  think  of  bap- 
*'  tifm,  as  I  am  very  bad  and  old  too,  and  incapable  of 
'*  learning  much  more;  but  yet  I  will  live  and  die  with 

*  Lately  an  account  was  received  from  Cape-Farewell  or  Statenhook, 
that  this  girl  ftili  continues  to  fpeak  of  the  believers,  frequently  fings  and 
frays,  and  begs  her  parents  to  go  back  with  her. 

•J-  He  now  believes  vvith  his  whole  houfe. 
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*'  you,  for  it  is  very  reviving  to  me  to  hear  of  our 
*'  Saviour*." 

§7. 
A  vaft  many  new  evidences  of  grace  might  be  alledged 
both  in  individual  fouls,  and  in  public  and  private  meet- 
ings, if  it  was  proper  to  follow  the   order  of  a  diary. 
For  the  word  of  Jefus :  /  am  with  you  akuays  euen  unto  the 
end  of  the  world,  was  vifibly  fulfilled,  if  not  in  all  and 
each  (for   there  were   fick   members    too)   yet   in   the 
greateft  part.    Immediately  after  the  winter- recefs,  a  new 
Spirit  of  grace  moved  in  the  meetings,  bufily  tending 
to  render  Jefus  truly  neceflary  and  lovely  to  the  hearts 
of  the  people.     The  band-keepers  brought  in  pleafing 
accounts  concerning  the  little  companies  called   bands, 
with  what  eagernefs  the  fouls   laid  hold  of  the  word  of 
life,  which  had  that  fruit,  that  it  produced  refpedlively 
either  change  of  mind,  or  growth  in  grace.     In  fpeaking 
with  the  communicants  previoufly  to  the  Lord's-fupper, 
it  might  be  faid  of  the  moft,  that  from  one  time  to  ano- 
ther,  they  advanced    in  acquaintance    and   communion 
with  their  unfeen  Friend  ;  and  if  any  one  had  fufFered 
the  leaft  interruption  herein,  he  either  difcovered  his  de- 
viation himfelf,  and  did  not  approach  to  that  table,  or 
was  willing,  without  difguft,  to  be  refufed,  and  fub- 
mitted  to  the  chaftifement  as  a  falutary  means  of  amend- 
ment.    Thus  it  is  faid  of  one,  that  of  his  own  accord 
abfented  himfelf  for  years  from  the  blefled  fupper  j  he 
-came  uncalled  to  a  miflionary,  and  told  iiim  with  ma- 
ny tears,  he  had  carried   fuch  a  burden   of  mind,  that 
he  could  bear  it  no  longer,  and  therefore  begged   our 
Saviour  ftill  to  have  mercy  upon  him,  and   accept  of 
him  as  he  was  ;  for  he  could  not  help  himfelf.     And  our 
Saviour  prefently  proved  again  gracious  to  his  heart. 

The  conferences  with  the  helpers  did  not  confifl  in 
bare  rehcarfals  of  what  they  had  to  remark  concerning 
others,    but   their   ovi^n   hearts    and   minds  reaped  the 

*  What  fimpliclty  and  integrity  of  mind  !  Might  not  this  heathen  put 
lis  in  mind  of  our  Saviour's  words  concerning  the  centuiion  at  Capernaum  : 
1  ha'ue  not  found  fo  great  fuUh,  no,  «5r  in  Ifrael  ?  Matt.  viii.  And  v\  ill  no? 
many  from  the  eaft  and  weft,  and  from  the  north,  fit  down  in  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  -  whi4e  to  others,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  boaft  :  ff'i 
kave  eatin  and  drunk  in  tty  frefcme,  end  thou  haji  taught  in  our  Jirecls,  it 
will  fee  f»id,  I  ino-wjitu  e^r,  luhcnctyou  are, 

greateft 
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^reateft  benefit  from  them.  If  any  of  them  had  com- 
mitted an  error,  the  relt  were  fo  ingenuous  with  them, 
as  to  reprefent  the  matter  to  them  ferioufly,  but  in  love; 
which  was  well  taken  and  turned  to  their  profit.  The 
miflionaries  likewife  took  an  occafion  to  explain  to 
them  the  reafons  on  which  a  congregation  and  its  fta- 
tutes  are  founded,  but  particularly  to  inculcate  deeper 
into  their  hearts  thecareful  education  of  the  children,  as  fel- 
low-heirs of  the  kingdom  of  grace,  and  to  animate  them 
to  a  congregation-like  order  in  their  houfes.  Joyful 
accounts  were  alfo  given,  that  a  particular  nearnefs  of 
Jefus  was  often  perceived  in  their  houfes,  efpecially  af- 
ter the  communion  and  congregation-days.  A  widow 
faid  :  *'  She  was  in  a  particular  manner  well  in  her 
*'  heart  this  winter ;  (he  could  not  have  imagined,  that 
*'  it  was  poflibie  to  lead  fuch  a  happy  life  in  the  ftate 
*'  of  widowhood."  She  added,  "  The  widows  perceiv- 
**  ed  the  peace  of  God  among  them,  and  fometimes 
"  fpontaneoufly  entered  upon  various  profitable  fub- 
*'  jedls  of  difcourfe ;  and  if  it  happened  now  and  then, 
**  that  one  of  the  old  ones  would  tell  fome  heathenifh 
"  ftory,  fhe  was  prefently  put  to  (hame  by  the  relt." 

And  it  was  a  particular  joy  to  underftand,  that  they 
often  afked  each  other  queltions  in  feveral  houfes  con- 
cerning one  or  another  point  delivered  in  the  public 
meetings  :  and  as  the  litany,  with  which  the  celebration 
of  Sundays  is  concluded,  contains  fome  fcripture  phra- 
fes,  or  certain  circumftances  deduced  from  the  ftate  of 
chriftianity  in  Europe,  which  the  Greenlanders  could 
not  poflibly  have  a  right  underftanding  of;  the  help- 
ers defired  a  farther  illuftration  of  one  and  another 
matter,  which  they  again  occafionally  communicated  t© 
their  people  in  their  houfes. 

§?. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  was  increafed  this  year 
with  thirty  two  perfons.  And  thefe  with  the  remaining 
unbaptized,  made  above  fixty  catechumens,  eleven  of 
whom  were  received  among  the  baptifmal  candidates. 
Thirty-fix  perfons  had  been  made  partakers  of  holy  bap- 
tifm,  among  whom  were  feven  children.  Seventeen 
perfons  had  been  admitted  to  the  holy  communion ;  and 

nine 
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nine  couple  joined  in  matrimony.  Of  the  twenty-one 
gone  to  reft,  were  in  particular  the  following. 

I.)  Paul,  a  married  man,  came  hither  in  the  year 
1745,  but  continued  for  two  years  pretty  infenfible. 
In  the  year  1747  our  Saviour  found  a  way  to  his  heart, 
and  fo  haftened  the  work  of  grace,  as  to  render  him 
quickly  a  fit  fubjecl  of  baptifm.  Three  years  after  he 
attained  to  the  holy  communion.  Much  might  be  faid 
of  his  particular  leading.  We  were  often  obliged  to  let 
him  take  his  own  courfe,  (in  which,  notwithftanding, 
he  walked  without  offence,)  neither  were  remonftran- 
ces  of  any  avail ;  and  he  v/ould  then  of  his  own  accord, 
generally,  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of  time,  abfent  him- 
felf  from  the  holy  facrament.  But  whenever  he  came 
to  recolledlion,  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  without 
much  human  interpofition,  was  attended  with  fuch  a 
powerful  effect  upon  his  heart,  that  it  was  aftonifhing. 
He  proceeded  for  fome  years  in  this  interchangeable 
w^y,  till  laft  fummer,  when  our  Saviour  directed  him 
into  the  evangelical  path  of  poor  fmners,  and  gave  him 
a  fenfe  of  his  great  love  to  fuch.  From  that  time,  he 
remained,  to  the  joy  of  eveiy  one,  in  a  conftant  bleffed 
intercourfe  with  our  Saviour  and  with  his  brethren, 
who  were  able  to  rejoice  over  him  heartily,  and  thank, 
our  Saviour  for  the  grace  beftowed  upon  him.  His  un- 
commonly edifying  ficknefs  and  end  in  the  new-year's 
night,  comforted  and  made  us  aftiamed  as  to  all  the 
pains  and  trouble  we  had  for  years  on  account  of  this 
now  fo  happy  heart. 

2.)  Barnabas,  a  boy,  the  late  Boaz's  fon,  and  one 
of  Samuel  Kajarnak's  kindred,  had  great  gifts  of  mind, 
and  an  agreeable  difpofition,  could  read  and  write  well, 
and  might,  in  procels  of  time,  have  been  an  ufeful  in- 
ftrument  among  his  nation.  But  his  too  great  propen- 
fity  to  manage  the  kajak,  was  the  means  of  his  being 
taken  home :  for  overfetting  in  February,  though  he 
was  faved,  yet  as  the  cold  was  terrible,  and  nobody  had 
any  dry  cloaths  at  hand  to  put  upon  him,  he  was  under 
the  fad  neceflity  of  freezing  fo  that  it  extinguifhed  life. 
While  he  was  able  to  fpeak,  he  is  faid  often  to  have 
called  out:  "  I  neither  can  nor  will  let  my  Saviour  go 
"  out  of  my  heart.     I  rejoice  that  I  am  going  to  him." 

As 
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As  the  extreme  cold  prevented  their  getting  any  ftones 
to  make  graves,  his,  and  three  corpfes  more,  were  fet 
aftde  in  a  Greenland  ftore-houfe,  till  the  froft  broke. 

3.)  Zaccheus,  a  fmgle  brother,  came  often  fmce  the 
year  1742  to  the  brethren,  but  was  always  fetched  away 
again  by  his  father,  till  in  the  year  1748  he  took  fo  much 
courage,  as  entirely  to  give  him  a  denial  and  ftay  here. 
He  foon  after  obtained  holy  baptifm,  and  three  years 
after  that,  was  made  a  fellow-partaker  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Jefus.  He  was  very  little  of  ftature,  and  of 
an  uncomely  afpeil,  but  a  very  good  heart,  willing, 
faithful,  and  of  manifold  ufefulnefs ;  and  accordingly 
he  was  choir-fervant  in  the  brethren's  houfe,  one  of  the 
overfeers,  and  moreover  the  ordinary  barber  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans.    Some  years  ago  he  wrote  the  following  letter. 

**  I  am  fenfible  of  my  wants,  and  if  our  Saviour  did 
**  not  dwell  in  my  heart,  I  (hould  be  in  a  poor  condi- 
**  tion.  But  now  I  thank  him,  that  he  comes  in  unto 
*'  me,  and  gives  me  his  flefh  to  eat,  and  his  blood  to 
*'  drink.  I  could  not  be  fatisfied,  if  I  had  no  Sa- 
**  viour,  and  had  he  not  died,  I  had  never  been  faved, 
*'  I  cannot  make  many  words,  but  I  am  thankful  for 
"  our  teachers,  which  are  fent  us.  Now  we  know, 
*'  that  our  Saviour  loves  us  ;  and  he  grants  us  daily  to 
**  hear  his  word.  When  1  think  on  my  Saviour,  my 
*'  eyes  flow  with  tears.  Ah  !  dear  Saviour,  thanks 
*'  to  thee  for  not  defpifmg  me,  while  a  heathen.  My 
'*  own  friends  defpife  me,  but  God  be  praifed,  that  I 
*'  have  a  Saviour.  He  does  not  defpife  me,  though  I 
**  am  exceeding  poor,  and  good  for  nothing.  And 
*'  wh^e  I  am  in  this  world,  I  ihall  never  forget  that  he 
*'  bought  me  with  his  precious  blood." 

4%)  Tima^us,  the  forementioned  Daniel's  brother', 
and  an  acquifition  of  the  journey  he  made  in  the  year 
1753  ;  a  ftill,  chearful  youth,  from  whofe  eyes  a  Jefus- 
like  afpe£l  beamed  forth,  which  could  not  be  beheld 
without  joy,  nay,  even  refpedl.  He  foon  attained  to 
baptifm,  and  was  confirmed  for  the  holy  fupperj  but, 
Ihortly  before  the  time  of  participation,  he  departed  to 
his  everlafting  home. 

5.)  Ifaac  Kainask,  mentioned  in  the  year  1753,  a  man 
as  quiet  and   peaceable  fmce  his  baptifm,    as  he  was 

wild 
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wild  and  ungovernable  before,  becaufe  of  the  reftlefs- 
nefs  of  heart  continually  haunting  him.  He  depart- 
ed this  life  haftily  of  a  violent  fever,  while  he  was  a- 
mong  the  iflands  with  his  family  ;  who  loft  in  him  an 
indultrious  and  faithful  father,  and  the  congregation  a 
refpeclable  difciple  of  Jefus. 

6.)  Ignatius,  a  young  married  man.  Of  whom  it 
is  obferved,  that  he  was  at  firft  a  very  .dry  and  indiffe- 
rent Southlander,  but  as  foon  as  our  Saviour  gained  his 
heart,  and  he  was  baptized,  he  led  a  life  truly  happy  and 
to  every  one's  fatisfacStion.  He  faid  to  a  mifiionary,  who 
vifited  him  a  little  before  his  departure  :  "  I  am  conti- 
*'  nually  growing  better  and  better."  He  is  now  at 
home,  and  reftored  to  perfeft  health.  His  ftate  of  heart 
appears  from  a  letter  of  laft  year. 

"  I  have  nothing  greater  to  excrcife  my  mind  upon, 
than  that  our  Saviour  died  for  me.  And  that  being 
the  moft  joyful  object  of  my  heart,  I  meditate  much 
upon  it.  When  I  am  fenfible  how  greatly  I  am  cor- 
rupted, I  intreat  him  with  tears,  to  confer  more  grace 
upon  me.  The  communicants  indeed  furpafs  me 
greatly,"  (for  at  that  time  he  had  not  attained  to  the 
holy  fupper  of  the  Lord)  "  which  makes  me  efteem 
them  very  highly:  yet  I  always  think  our  Saviour  out 
of  love  died  for  me  alfo.  Our  Saviour  be  praifed,  for 
bringing  me  to  the  believers  ;  for  while  I  was  among 
the  ignorant  *,  I  was  a  miferable  man." 
7.)  Henrietta,  a  fmgle  fifter,  who  fmce  her  baptifm, 
has  continued  in  a  com.fortable  frame  of  mind  ;  {he  had 
good  natural  parts,  and  was  not  only  a  prompt  reader, 
but  wrote  a  neat  hand.  Her  laft  converfation  with  her 
labourer  was  of  a  refreftiing  nature,  and  her  ficknefs 
and  end  left  an  impreffion  upon  the  whole  houfe. 

8.)  Amos,  a  rough  unpolifhed  man  at  the  beginning, 
who  gave  the  brethren  much  trouble  and  concern,  but 
in  his  laft  years  much  joy  by  his  tender  and  chearful 
difpofition. 

9.)  Sigifmund,  the  late    Samuel  Kajarnak's   brother's 
fon,  heard  even  in  the  year  1739  the  gofpel  of  the  re- 
conciliation of  Jefus,  but   made  little  of  it  till    1748, 
when  he  was  quite  powerfully  laid  hold  of  at  the  nevv- 
*  So  they  call  the  heathen,  Nellurfut, 

year's- 
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year's  vigil,  and  the  next  autumn  left  his  father  and 
brother,  in  order  to  live  with  us.  From  that  time  a 
particular  change  took  place  in  him.  In  the  year  1752 
he  was  made  partaker  of  baptifm,  and  1753  of  the 
Lord's-fupper.  He  had  a  tender  mind,  lived  in  peace 
with  every  one,  and  in  an  exemplary  manner  in  his  mar- 
riage. As  his  own  heart  lived  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
happinefs  from  the  wounds  cf  Jefus,  he  had  but  one 
concern,  viz.  to  fee  his  old  father  Tufiillartok,  and  his 
brother,  partakers  of  the  fame  happinefs.  And  he  was 
fo  fortunate,  as  to  bring  them  both  hither  with  their 
families  this  autumn.  Some  days  ago  they  v/ent  toge- 
ther to  catch  feals.  On  the  way  he  declared  his  joy 
once  more  to  his  brother,  that  he  and  his  father  had  at 
length  repaired  to  the  believers.  For  this  was  the  only 
thing  he  wifhed  to  live  to  fee,  having  felt  a  ftrong  de- 
fire  this  fummer  to  go  home  to  our  Saviour ;  and  he  v/as 
.pretty  well  alTured,  that  he  fhould  not  live  over  this 
winter.  He  only  wifhed  that  in  cafe  he  overfet,  his 
body  might  be  found  and  buried.  A  few  days  after,  he 
ftruck  a  large  feal  alone,  which  overfet  him  and  drew 
him  under  water.  His  body  according  to  his  wifh,  was 
found,  and  on  Odlober  the  12th  buried.  It  was  expelled, 
that  his  unbaptized  father  and  brother  would  now  for 
forrow  move  far  away,  but  they  foon  came  hom.e,  and 
prepared  for  their  conlrant  ftay ;  thus  this  refidue  of  the 
late  Samuel's  relations,  after  eighteen  years  waiting, 
were  at  length  refcued,  and  fixed  their  abode  with  the 
people  of  Jefus. 

10.)  The  late  Manoah's  widow,  who  thefe  eight 
years  iince  her  hufband's  deceai'e,  maintained  herfelf 
and  her  three  children,  though  with  no  fmall  trouble, 
yet  with  a  chearful  mind,  like  a  widow  that  trufted  in 
God.  She  lived,  efpecially  the  two  laft  years,  in  which 
file  lay  ill  of  a  confumption,  in  a  he3.rty  connexion  with 
our  Saviour.  Notwithftanding  her  longing  for  a  fpeedy 
releafe,  fhe  was  chearful  and  refigned  to  his  will,  only 
crying  out  feveral  times :  "  Ah  !  my  Saviour,  how  happy 
*'  will  it  be  for  me,  when  I  fhall  be  able  to  kifs  thy 
"  wounds  in  hands  and  feet." 

Among  the  unbaptized  who  departed  this  life,  u*as 
an  old  fingle  man,  who  had   lived  here  very  quietly  and 

Vol.  II.  R  orderlv 
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orderly,  but  as  a  feparatift,  having  not  attended  the  fer- 
mon  above  tvi^ice,  though  often  reminded  of  it  by  hi» 
countrymen.  In  his  ficknefs  he  gave  a  Greenland  help- 
er to  underftand  fo  much,  that  he  was  now  forry,  he 
had  fpent  his  time  to  no  better  purpofe. 


The  twenty-fifth  Year,  1757. 

§x. 

THE  laft  year  ended  with  a  fevere  cold,  attended 
with  abundance  of  frofty  exhalations  and  alternate 
ilormy  and  fnowy  weather,  which  lafted  till  March. 
Now  as  the  iflands  were  hereby  inclofcd  with  ice,  and 
the  heathen  prevented  from  going  in  queft  of  their  food, 
fuch  an  univerfal  and  fevere  famine  followed,^  as  no  Eu- 
ropean had  ever  feen.  At  the  very  beginning  of  the 
year,  came  many  famifhed  heathen ;  and  how  could  the 
brethren  refufe  letting  them  (hare  with  j them,  when  one 
lamentable  account  after  another,  of  children  perifliing 
with  hunger  in  one  place,  and  old  helplefs  people  being 
buried  alive  in  another,  reached  their  ears  ?  In  March 
the  diftrefs  was  at  the  greateft  height,  as  may  be  (een 
from  the  relation  of  the  vifit  of  two  brethren  in  Kangek. 
It  is  as  follows  : 

*'  March  23,  we  fet  out  on  our  journey.  Though 
"  the  fea  ftill  Irnoaked  vehemently  with  cold,  yet  the 
**  wind  was  favourable,  and  we  foon  reached  Kan- 
"  gek.  The  Southland-ftrangers  received  us  kindly, 
**  and  heard  our  word  gladly.  We  pafTed  farther  to  a 
**  houfe,  which  for  want  of  blubber,  the  people  had 
**  long  fmce  forfaken*,  and  fold  the  timber  to  us.  Near 
**  the  houfe  we  found  fifteen  perfons  half  ftarved-  to 
**  death,  lying  in  fuch  a  fmall  and  low  provifion-houfe, 
**  that  we  could  not  ftand  upright  in  it,  but  were  forced 
•*  to  creep  in  on  our  bellies.     They  lay  one  upon  ano- 

*  When  the  Greenlanders  have  burnt  all  their  oil,  or,  as  their  phrafe  is, 
the  lamps  mull  go  out,  with  which  they  warm  their  houfes  and  drefs  their 
»iftuals,  tkey  move  into  a  clofe  Jiole,  v.hich  requires  fewer  lamps  to  warm 
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•*  ther  all  manner  of  ways,  only  to  keep  themfelves 
**  warm.  They  had  no  fire,  nor  the  leaft  morfel  to  eat. 
"  For  very  faintnefs  they  did  not  care  to  lift  up  them- 
**  felves,  or  fpeak  with  us.  At  length  a  man  brought 
"  a  couple  of  fifti  from  the  fea.  A  girl  took  one  of 
*'  them,  raw  as  it  was,  tore  it  to  pieces  with  her  teeth, 
**  and  gorged  it  down  with  violence.  She  looked  as 
*'  pale  as  death,  and  was  ghaftly  to  behold.  Four 
*'  children  of  thofe  people  were  already  ftarved  to  death. 
*'  We  diilributed  among  them  a  fhare  of  our  fmall  pit- 
**  tance,  and  advifed  them  to  go  to  our  land  j  which 
**  they  feemed  a  little  unwilling  to  do,  as  they  never 
*'  had  any  inclination  for  the  gofpel,  and  always  care- 
*'  fully  avoided  all  communication  with  our  Green- 
'*  landers. 

*'  From  hence  we  would  ha\'e  vifited  in  the  other 
**  iflands,  but  could  get  no  farther  for  the  ice  than  to 
*'  the  noted  Kaffiak.  In  the  evening  our  Greenland  help- 
*'  er  Daniel  kept  a  heart}'  difcourfe  to  the  family,  to 
'*  the  following  purport :  "  My  dear  friends,  our  Sa- 
**  viour  loves  us  and  all  men  ;  for  he  not  only  made  us, 
**  and  fupplies  us  with  food  and  raiment,  whether  wc 
"  own  it  or  not ;  but  he  alfo  fhed  his  blood  for  us,  in 
*'  order  to  deliver  us  from  the  evil  fpirit,  from  fin  and 
*'  all  the  torment  which  we  ought  to  have  fuiFered  for 
**  it.  Ye  well  know,  when  ye  cut  your  finger,  what 
**  pain  it  gives.  Do  not  ye  think  then,  that  our  Sa- 
**  viour  endured  inexprefiible  pain,  when  in  his  deadly 
*'  anguifh  of  foul,  hefweated  bloody  fweat,  was  icou'ged 
•'  all  over  his  body,  had  his  hands  and  feet  bored 
*'  through  with  nails,  and  his  fide  pierced  with  a  fpear  ? 
"  But  why  fay  I  this  to  you  ?  For  this  reafon,  to  in- 
*•  duce  you  once  ferioufly  to  confider  it,  and,  for  our  Savi- 
*'  our's  great  love,  to  yield  up  your  hearts  to  him,  with 
((  every  bad  thing,  to  the  end  that  he  may  free  you 
"  therefrom  by  his  blood,  and  beftow  upon  you  a  happy 
**  life.  I  can  tell  you,  that  great  happinefs  is  to  be 
*'  found  in  him.  And  if  we  cleave  to  him,  and  call 
'*  upon  him  in  all  circumftances,  the  wicked  enemy  can 
**  do  us  no  harm.  He  indeed  greatly  oppofes  all  fuch 
**  as  are  willing  to  be  fet  free  from  him  by  Jefus's  blood, 
**  and  he  perfscutes  them  as  the  falcoa  does  the  little 
R  2  "  birds: 
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*'■  birds :  But,  as  thefe  fly  under  a  great  ftone,  and  hide 
"  thcmfelves  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  fo  we  fecure  our- 
"•  felves  in  our  Saviour's  wounds,  &:c.  &c. 

"  The-  people  Hllened  attentively,  and  we  helped  to 
*'  confirm  his  teftimony.  The  24th  and  25th,  we  vl- 
*'  fited  in  the  reft  of  the  houfes.  The  people  were  in 
*'  general  attentive  to  our  words,  yet  fome  oppofite. 
"  The  26th,  we  fet  forward  on  our  return,  but  the 
."  ftrono-  wind  and  high  fea,  which  carried  us  along 
-*'  with  violence,  obliged  us  to  lie  by  in  a  corner  with 
*'  fome  Greenlanders  of  the  colony,  who  were  indeed 
*'  ready  to  ferve  us,  but  they  alfo  had  nothing  to  eat 
*'  nor  burn.  The  children  cried  for  hunger,  and  we  gave 
"  them  adifli  full  of  grits,  which  they  inftantly  eat  up 
"  raw.  Having  ftayrd  with  them  fome  hours,  we  weir 
"  able  to  go  fai'ther,  and  came  fafe  home  in  the  e\'en- 
"  mg." 

In  the  mean  time  the  abovemcntioned  ftan'ing  peoprc 
were  alfo  arrived,  and  had  been  diftributed  and  fed  in. 
the  Greenland  houfes.  At  firft  they  were  not  to  be  fa- 
tisfied,  but  went  to  feek  at  the  dull-heaps  the  fifh-bones 
already  fuinciently  chewed,  and  pieces  of  old  fhoes. 
More  fuch  were  foon  added  to  the  former,  and  though 
our  Greenlanders  themfelves  were  forced  to  make  hard 
fhifts,  as  the  bad  weather  made  it  almofl  imprailicablc 
for  them  to  go  out,  and  when  they  did,  they  often  re- 
turned empty ;  yet  they  comm-unicated  to  the  poor  fuf- 
ferers  with  willing  hearts.  The  Lord  alfo  bleiTed  them 
in  their  provifions,  and  providence  had  previoufly  care'd 
for  them ;  as  they  had  fhortly  before  the  extreme  cold 
and  ftormy  weather,  caught  many  feals,  and  alfo  had 
killed  a  great  white  bear  in  the  iflar>ds,  which  are  fcl- 
:dom  feen  in  thefe  parts;  therefore  they  received  it  as  a 
great  benefaflion  for  the  poor,  from  the  hands  of  their 
Father.  *'  The  wants  of  our  brethren  and  fifters,  it 
"  is  faid  in  the  diary  of  the  beginning  of  April,  fome- 
**  times  put  us  to  ftraits,  becaufe  it  is  not  in  our  power 
**  to  relieve  them,  as  we  could  heartily  wifli ;  but  yet 
"  our  Saviour  helps  them  on  from  day  to  day,  and  they 
"  are  very  chearful  and  lively  withal.  Wc  often  can- 
"  not  help  wondering  at   their  refources ;  fo   that  nei- 

*'  thcr 
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*'  ther  the  ftrangers  nor  our  own  people  need  go  hun- 

**  gry  to  bed ;  and  yet  we  have  many  poor  widows  and 

'*  orphans,  beiides  many   a  helplefs  familv.     We  find 

*'  therefore  fufficient  reafons  to  comply  with  this  day's 

"  exhortation   of  our   little  text-book  of  jiiorals :  tfhen 

*'  thou  haft  eaten  and  art  j nil ^  then   thou  /halt  blefs  the  Lord 

'*  thy   God.   (Deut.    viii.    10)  *'  Who   us   adopted    has, 

*'  that  we  now  may  call  him  Father  :  he  will  always 

*'  for   i\s   provide."     We  have  had   many  opportunities 

*'  to  put   in   practice   the   moral  inftruclions  *   of  \i'?i 

"  month,  as :  The  poor  Jliall  never  ceafe  out  of  the  landy 

*'  therefore  1   command  thee,  faying,  thou  fJ^alt   open   thing 

*'  ■  ha-'id  wide  unto  thy  brother,  to  thy  poor  and  to  thy  needy.' 
"  Deut.    XV.    II.    If  there  be  among  you  a  poor  man  of  one 

^^  of  thy  brethren,  thou  jhalt  not  harden  thy  heart,  nor  fl)ut' 

*'  thine  hand  from  thy  poor  brother  •,  but  thou  fJmlt  open  thine 

*'  hand  wide  unto  him,  and  flialt  furely  lend  him  fuffaent  for 

*'  his  need.     Thou  fhalt  furely  give  Imn,  and  thy  heart  fhall 

*'  not  be  grieved  when  thou  giveft  unto  him.  Deut.  xv.  7, 

**  8,  10.    If  thy  brother  be  waxen  poor,  and  fallen  in  decay 

"  tvith  thee,  then  thou  fhalt  relieve  him :  yea,  though  he  be 

*'  a'  fir  anger  or  afojourner  ;  that  he  may  live  with  thee.  Lev. 

*'  XXV.  35.   Honour  the  Lord  tvith  thy  jubfiance.  Prov.  iii.  o. 

*'  Give  to  him  that  afketh  thee.  Matt.  v.  42. 

§3.  " 

In  thefe  heavy  circumftances  they  neverthelefs  con- 
tinued together  till  after  Eafter,  when  moft  of  the  fa- 
milies were  difperfed  to  their  provicing-places  j  and  then 
went  together  to  the  capelin-hfhery  under  the  inrpectiou 
of  a  miinonary.     There  they  chearfully  celebrated  the 

*  The  title  of  tViIs  manual  Is,  An  ejfay  to  a  little  book  of  moral  principles  fcr 
the  ccr^regat'wn,  di'v'idcd,  accovdin^  to  cur  afual  tnfthod,  into  fart  I'Jjhni  tor 
every  day,  and  calculated  to  be  zifed  as  Jou?:d  proper,  1756.  As  the  watch- 
woid-boolcs  do  not  come  to  hand  in  Greenland  betbre  the  laft  half  of  the 
year,  fo  this  year  they  made  good  ufe  of  this  litth  book  of  tihicks.  From 
the  15th  of  February  till  the  Sth  of  April,  the  Ten  commandments  were 
treated  of,  and  each  illuftrated  by  divers  moral  precepts  and  fnyinjs  of-  holy 
writ,  whereto  were  joined  antiphons  out  of  ancient  and  modern  hymns. 
The  te>:ts  quoted  above,  together  with  fome  more,  were  thofe  whicii  elu- 
cidate the  tenth  command'rie-it.  Thus  the  whole  moral  fyftem  of  the  Bibie 
was  comprized  in  as  man;  texts,  as  there  are  days  in  the  year;  and  the 
Greenianders  learnt  to  unJerfl.-.nd  them  praftically,  and  efpecially  the.  ten 
coflnniandments,    in  their  daily  meeting;  and  cutschifations. 

R  3  feaft 
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feaft  of  Pentecoft,  as  well  as  the  dreary  fituation  of  a 
defart,  and  the  multiplicity  of  labour  permitted.  "  It 
"  was  a  heart- rejoicing  fight  (fay  they)  to  fee  before 
*'  us  in  this  defart  a  company  of  three  hundred  fmners, 
"  redeemed  and  faved  by  the  blood  of  Jefus.  The 
"  weekly  meetings,  the  fermon,  and  efpecially  the  li- 
*'  tany,  were  held  with  a  blefled  fenfe  of  the  prefence 
"  of  our  Saviour.  I  then  had  a  conference  with  the 
*'  helpers.  They  rejoiced  at  the  grace,  which  in  gene- 
'*  ral  was  manifeft  among  our  people,  and  expreffed 
"  themfelves  exceeding  prettily  concerning  the  bleffing 
*'  which  they  had  often  perceived  in  the  Tinging,  and 
*'  in  converfation  in  the  families,  efpecially  during  the 
'*  winter.  I  again  reminded  them,  how  necefl'ary  it 
*'  was  for  them  to  obferve  order  themfelves,  and  thus 
*'  fet  a  good  example  to  the  reft.  Though,  it  is  true, 
*'  by  reafon  of  their  difperfion,  (circumftances  not  ad- 
•*  mitring,  at  prefent,  their  being  near  together)  fome- 
*'  times  things  occur  of  an  afHidtive  nature,  yet  I  per- 
*'  ceived  both  at  vifiting  in  their  tents,  and  in  all  the 
**  meetings,  that  the  Lord  is  among  us." 

After  the  return  of  the  greateft  part  (fome  flaying  a 
while  longer,  in  order  to  go  a  hunting  rein-deer)  they 
were  foon  difperfed  again  in  the  iflands,  as  ufual,  to  at- 
tend the  hallibut-fifhing  and  catching  feals,  and  were 
fo  fuccefsful  this  time  as  to  catch,  among  them  all,  feve- 
ral  times  a  hundred  feals  a  day,  and  at  laft  a  fword-fiih 
too  i  whereby  they  were  once  enabled  to  fpare  the  trade 
to  the  amount  of  an  hundred  and  fixty  barrels  of 
blubber. 

They  were  oftentimes  vifited  for  fome  days,  while  in 
this  employment ;  and  were  found  chearful,  bufy  and 
orderly.  The  little  children  efpecially  were  a  caufe  of 
joy,  who  often  excited  their  parents  to  tell  them  fome- 
thing  of  their  dear  Saviour.  But  for  the  prefent,  not 
much  was  to  be  done  with  the  heathen ;  moft  of  them 
were  moved  away,  and  as  to  their  old  acquaintance, 
they  generally  went  no  farther  than  a  bare  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  truth,  without  being  obedient  to  it. 
Among  the  reft,  one  heathen  faid  to  a  Greenland  helper, 
who  was  defired  by  the  heathens  themfelves  to  fpeak  in 
fome  houfes ;    *•  We  now  hear  the  matter  fo  plainly. 
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•*  that  we  cannot  but  underftand,  that  God  loves  man- 
•*  kind,  and  would  gladly  fave  them.  But  we  fhall 
**  never  be  able  to  learn  all  that  ye  know."  Our 
Greenlander  replied  :  "  The  matter  among  us  does  not 
"  come  by  learning,  we  ourfelves  having  learnt  but 
**  little  by  rote,  but  from  hence,  that  we  have  given 
'*  up  our  hearts  to  our  Saviour,  and  he  has  faved  us, 
**  and  what  we  have  experienced  in  our  hearts,  that  we 
fpeak."  They  wondered  at  it,  reckoned  the  believers 
happy,  and  wifhed  they  were  fo  too ;  but  it  went  no  far- 
ther for  the  prefent. 

But  few  vifits  were  paid  this  fummer  by  the  hea- 
then, except  by  fome  from  the  north,  who  came  to 
fee  their  relations ;  and  a  couple  of  families  from  Fifh- 
er's-bay,  in  which  parts  the  motion  among  the  Green- 
landers  increafed  more  and  more.  Two  families  of 
ours  took  a  journey  thither  in  the  fprlng,  to  vifit  their 
friends.  Though  they  found  their  external  fituation 
bad,  and  all  in  a  veiy  famifhing  condition ;  yet  they 
were  received  with  joy,  and,  on  feveral  occafions, 
had  delivered  here  and  there  a  teftimony,  which  was 
not  without  effect. 

.  §^- 

One  would  think  that  the  great  famine  would  have 

caufed  the  Greenlanders  to  refort  hither  by  troops,  at 
leaft  with  a  pretence  in  their  mouths,  that  they  were 
difpofed  to  be  converted.  Yet  not  only  no  fuch  peo- 
ple came,  but  others  that  did  come  for  the  fake  of  food, 
as  foon  as  their  hunger  was  fatisfied,  haftened  away 
again  as  fall  as  poflible.  Nay,  v/e  have  feen  with  what 
relu£tance  fome  half-ftarved  people  concluded  to  apply 
for  fuccour  to  their  believing  countrymen,  becaufe  they 
had  a  fettled  averfion  to  them.  And  though  they  came 
and  obtained  relief,  not  one  of  them  ftayed,  no  not 
even  fuch  as  have  their  relations  in  the  place,  who  fpa- 
red  no  pains  to  keep  them  *. 

One  family,  that  had  lived  in  the  place  before,  came 
indeed  again  in  their  need,  but  foon  went  further.  If 
was  therefore  more  and  more  difcernible,  that  the  true 
converfioji  of  the  heathen  is  a  pure  work  of  the  Holy 

*  They  were  afterwards  informed,  that  two  men  ef  thefe  ftarved  people 
ii*i  lince. 

R  4  Ghoft, 
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Ghoft,  and  that  neither  external  profp'erity  nor  adver- 
fity,  neither  perfuafion  nor  profit  is  able  to  mov(? 
Jind  gain  their  hearts,  till  the  Spirit  of  God  himfelf, 
by  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel,  knocks  at  the  heart, 
and  is  able  to  convince  them  folidly  of  their  unhappy 
condition.  On  the  other  fide,  many  inftances  have 
been  produced  of  fuch,  as  indeed  have  run  aftray  feve- 
ral  years  after  this  convi61:ion,  but  yet  at  length  un- 
urged  by  outward  adverfity,  nay,  even  in  their  moft 
profperous  circumflances,  have  been  conftrained  to  yield 
themfclves  up  to  Him,  who  had  followed  them  without 
intermiflion  *. 

In  the  foregoing  years,  the  inhabitants  were  cfom- 
monly  increafed  with  tliirty,  fixty,  nay,  feventy  per- 
fons  from  among  the  heathen  5  but  at  prefent  no  more 
than  feven  new  ones  came.  Among  thefc  were  the 
famous  forcerer  Kafliak's  tv/o  fons,  who  had  her.  d  the 
gofpel  many  years  both  here  and  in  Kangek,  anu'  were 
now  at  length  determined  to  forfake  heathcniln.,  and 
their  magickf.  Their  father  had  no  objefiion  to  it,, 
he  efteemed  them,  happy,  but  could  not  determine  him- 
felf to  follow  them.  He  affigned  as  the  reafon,  his  being 
much  too  wicked  a  man  ;  which  made  h  m  apprehen- 
five,  left,  were  he  to  live  with  his  children  in  New- 
Herrnhuth,  he  fhould  be  driven  away  with  ftiame  and' 
reproach,  as  v/as  lately  the  cafe  with  a  widow.  He  was 
affured,  that  this  was  not  done,  becaufe  fne  was  wicked 
^nd  owned  it,  as  he  now  did  of  himfelf;  for  as  to  fuch 
people  as  confefs  it,  and  defire  to  be  relieved,  they  fhall 
foon  find  fuccour  in  the  wounds  of  Jefus  ;  but  this  fame 
widow  was  fent  away  becaufe  fhe  reckoned  berfcif  good, 
;ind  endeavoured  at  the  fame  tir^e  to  ieduce  others. 
Would  Vm  acknowledge  the  truth,  and  turn  wiLh  all 
hei'  heart  to  the  Lord,  Ihe  (houid  be  received  a-ain  with 

*  The  picture,  which  the  authrr  of"  the  hymiii  0  Lord!  afford  thy  Ugbty 
&c.  draws  of  hiirrfcif  in  the  ad,  3d  and  4th  ve'  lis  :  '^  I  hv'J  in  proud  con- 
•'  celt,  knew  nothi.-g  cf  heart-forrow,  &c.  'Tis  not  ror  temp'ral  IcfTes, 
"  that  ciief  now  wounds  m^;  fo,  &c.  'TIs  foul's  pain  m.k.s  rre  groan,  Src." 
IS  the  fume  as  many  Greuilanders,  who  have  rov  d  about  for'yc-a'S  'ogcther 
under  the  bu'then  of  a  reftlefs  heart,  would  fay  of  thc-nifelves,  were  they 
able  to  expri-fs  thcmfelves  as  clearly. 

■f  One  of  them  is  baptized,  but  the  other  was  drawn  afide  again. 
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joy  *.     But  he  ftuck  to  his  purpofe,  not  to  be  convert- 
ed, left  he  fhould  dilhonour  his  former  profelTion. 

§5. 

At  their  entrance  into  their  winter-ceconomy,  the 
number  of  inhabitants  amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
ninety  two.  Externally  all  was  well  and  healthy. 
They  were  richly  provided,  and  this  time  not  one  was 
loft  in  his  kajak,  though  often  befet  with  perils  in  this 
dangerous  occupation.  One  man  was  once  fo  inclofed 
with  ice,  that  he  was  obliged  to  jump  upon  a  flake,  and 
drag  his  kajak  with  a  feal  the  fpace  of  three  miles  after 
him  J  going  along  he  often  broke  in  up  to  his  arm- 
pits. Another  time  a  women's-boat  fplit  in  two.  But 
four  kajaks  were  inftantly  at  hand,  which  tied  them- 
felves  two  and  two  together,  took  up  the  four  women 
that  rowed  before  and  behind,  and  thus  brought  them 
to  land.  As  one  of  the  millionaries  was  going  with 
fome  Greenlanders  in  a  women's-boat  into  the  found,  af- 
ter they  had  rowed  a  good  way,  the  Greenlanders  on  ftiore 
faw  the  boat  begin  to  link.  One  went  diredlly  after  them, 
and  fetched  them  back.  They  were  fcarce  able  to  reach 
the  Ihore,  and  found,  in  unloading  the  boat,  that  it  had 
a  hole  at  the  bottom,  which  they  fev/ed  up,  and  then 
proceeded' on  their  way  again.  A  widower  had  a  mind 
to  catch  a  difh  of  fifli  on  the  day  he  w^as  to  be  married. 
On  his  return,  he  overfet,  but  as  he  was  not  far  from 
land,  he  crept  out,  laid  himfelf  upon  his  kajak,  and 
committing  himfelf  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  was 
thus  driven  by  them  on  fhore.  A  boy  tore  a  hole  in 
his  kajak  with  his  hook,  in  drawing  up  a  hallibut  up- 
on it,  and  began  to  fink.  On  his  crying  out,  the  reft 
haftened  to  him  and  faved  him. 

Their  external  welfare  therefore  afforded  matter  of 
joy.  As  to  the  internal,  its  afpeil  was  of  a  mixed  na- 
ture. By  occafeon  of  a  Lord's  fupper,  it  is  once  faid : 
*'  Six  were,  for  the  prefent,  obliged  to  foreo-o  the 
*'  blefled  participation  of  his  flefh  and  blood  in  the  holy 
*'  Sacrament,  fmce,  during  their  long  abfence  in  d'li- 
*'  tant  parts,  fhey  had  fuifered  their  minds  to  be  cor- 
^'  rupted  by  the  ferpent  from  the  fimplicity  that  is  in 

J  Which  is  likewife  come  to  pafs,  and  flie  now  walks  without  offence. 

«'  Chrift^ 
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*'r  Chrift,  and  thus  fallen  into  circumftances,  which 
*•  caufed  both  us  and  them  pain.  Two  people,  who 
*'  had  walked  quite  unworthy  of  the  gofpel,  were 
*'  obliged  to  be  excluded  all  fellowfliip  j  which  caufed 
*'  great  weeping  when  it  was  made  known  in  the  pub- 
•'  lie  meeting.  But  now  though  our  pain  was  great 
*'  becaufe  of  thefe,  our  joy  was  ftill  greater  with  re- 
**  fpe£l  to  the  moft ;  in  whom  we  found  a  heart  fenfi- 
*'  ble  of  its  own  poverty,  hungry,  and  cleaving  to 
*'  their  Lord,  and  they  had  fufFered  nothing  to  difturb 
•'  their  intercourfe  with  their  unfeen  Friend."  The 
brethren  faw  and  heard  afterwards  from  the  Greenland 
helpers,  what  a  falutary  efFedt  the  chaftifement  had  up- 
on the  excluded ;  and  the  misfortunes  of  others  proved 
a  leflbn  of  wifdom  to  the  helpers  themfelves,  who  were 
thus  taught  the  bad  confequence  of  ailing  according  to 
one's  own  will,  (to  which,  people  in  common  would 
fain  give  the  appellation  of  liberty)  and  in  prefump- 
tion  on  one's  own  ftrength  affording  occafion  to  the 
enemy,  efpecially  while  long  and  far  djftant  from  the 
flock,  to  entangle  one  in  his  net. 

§6. 

Among  the  accounts  read  to  them  on  the  monthl3r 
congregation-days,  fome  lives  of  children,  departed  in 
one  or  other  of  the  European  congregations,  fupplied 
them  with  peculiarly  agreeable  matter  for  Ihortening 
their  long  winter-evenings  in  an  edifying  manner;  as 
likewife  the  account  of  the  ftedfaftnefs  of  fome  chri- 
ilians,  in  a  ftate  of  vaflklage,  under  the  barbarous  treat- 
ment of  their  lords  ;  again,  the  hard  fate  of  the  negro- 
flaves ;  and  alfo  the  particular  prefervation  of  the 
churches  in  the  troubles  of  the  war,  adminiftered  oc- 
caiion  to  a  variety  of  natural,  though  wonderous  and 
fimple  reflexions,  from  which  they  made  this  thankful 
conclufion,  that  though  they  were  in  a  wild,  mifera- 
ble  and  unfriendly  climate,  yet  they  lived  under  a  mild 
government,  could  fervc  their  Saviour  without  molefta- 
tion,  and  be  preferved  from  fo  many  calamities  of  the 
earth.  Nothing  touched  them  fo  deeply,  as  the  demo- 
lifhing  of  the  Indian  congregation  at  Gnadcnhiitten  in 
Penfylvania.  And  when  a  relation  of  fome  farther  cir- 
cumftances 


Relation  of  New-Hbrrnhuth,  1757.      167 
cumftances  was  given  to  the  helpers  at  their  next  meet- 
ing, for  inftance,  that  though  Ibme  European  brethren 
and  fifters  were  burnt,  yet  the  Indians  had  time  to  ef- 
cape  to  Bethlehem,  and  therefore  only  loft  their  all  ia 
the  fire  j  that  thefe  poor  refugees,  together  with  a  mul- 
titude of  people  burnt  out  in  the  country,  were  received 
in  Bethlehem,  and,  by  the  afliftance  of  fome  wealthy 
and  compaflionate  neighbours,  were  fed  and  cloathed ; 
this  relation,    I  fay,    excited   fuch  an   emotion   among 
them,  as  caufed  them  to  weep  heartily,  and   to  make 
offers  of  raifmg  alfo  fome  contributions  for  cloathing 
the  naked,  and  feeding  the  hungry  members  of  Chrift. 
One  faid  :  "  I  have  a  fine  rein-deer  fkin,  which  I  will 
"  give."     Another :  "  And  I  a  pair  of  new  rein-deer 
*'  boots,  which  I  will  fend."     "  And  I,  fald  a  third, 
*'  will  fend  them  a  feal,  that  they   may   have  fome- 
**  thing  to  eat  and  to  burn."     Now  though  their  con- 
tributions, when  turned   into  money,  would  be  but  of 
little  value,  yet  the  mifHonaries  did  not  chufe  to  reject 
the  mite,    or   rather,    the  compaffionate,  willing   heart 
of  their  poor  Greenland  brethren  and  fifters,  but  order- 
ed the  value  of  their  prefents,  (proffered  with  an  equal 
meafure  of  joy  and  tears,)  to  be  lent  by  their  brethren 
in  Europe  to  the  needy  in  America. 

§7. 
As  the  manner  was  fimple,  though  natural,  in  which 
they  took  fhare  in  the  circumftances  of  other  members 
of  Chrift ;  fo  likcwife  were  their  difcourfes  artlefs,  but 
hcart-ftriking,  which  they  ufed  in  order  to  make  the 
xmbappinefs  out  of  Jefus,  the  happinefs  in  his  blood, 
and  the  conftant  adherence  to,  and  converfe  with  their 
wounded  Friend,  clear  and  neceflary  to  their  country- 
men. It  is  indeed  but  a  little,  and  commonly  no  more 
than  the  beginning  of  their  difcourfes,  which  is  noted 
down  ;  but  perhaps  one  or  another  may  find  a  relifh  in 
that  little.  Thus,  for  inftance,  faid  A.  *'  It  is  with  us, 
"  as  when  a  thick  mift  covers  the  land,  which  hinders 
*'  us  from  feeing  and  knowing  any  thing  certain.  But 
*'  when  the  mift  difperfes,  we  get  fight  of  one  corner 
•*  of  the  land  after  another,  and  when  the  fun  breaks 
*'  forth,   we    fee  every    thing   clearly   and  diftincSUy. 

«  Thv» 
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'*  Thus  it  is  with  us.  While  wc  remain  at  a  diftance 
*'  from  our  Saviour,  wc  are  dark  and  ignorant  of  our- 
*'  felves ;  but  the  nearer  approaches  we  make  to  him, 
"  the  more  light  we  obtain  in  our  hearts,  and  thus  we 
"  learn  rightly  to  difcover  all  good  in  him,  and  all  evil 
**  in  ourfelvcs."  Szc, 

The  fame  faid  another  time  :  "  My  dear  brethren, 
"  give  ear !  I  am  now  again  to  fpeak  a  little  to  you 
"  of  our  Saviour.  Indeed,  I  know  not  much  of  him  ; 
*•'  but  fo  much  I  know :  he  died  for  us  upon  the  crofs, 
'^*  and  fufFered  his  fide  to  be  pierced,  from  whence 
*'  flowed  blood  and  water.  Why  did  he  do  this  ?  He 
**  has  hereby  provided  for  us  a  purification  for  heart 
"  and  foul  and  members,  and  if  we  m  'ke  a  daily  ufe  of 
**  it,  we  may  have  a  life  of  continual  happinefs  and  fa- 
*'  tisfuclion,  &c. 

Danielj  (after  having  fhortly  before  poured  out  his 
heart  to  the  miffionary,  and  then  in  the  beginning  of 
his  difcourfe,  confeffed  before  the  whole  congregation, 
that,  during  the  fummer,  he  had  ftayed  too  long  in 
hunting  rein- deer,  and  thus  had  fufFered  damage  in  his 
heart,)  faid  among  other  things  :  "  If  wc  will  be  truly 
*'  well,  our  heart,  mind  and  thoughts  muft  at  all  times, 
**  in  a  diredl  and  fimple  manner,  be  fixed  upon  our  Sa- 
*'  viour's  blood  and  death.  If  not,  we  have  no  life,  no 
*'  chearfulnefs,  nor  any  thing."  The  conclufion  he 
made -with  thefe  words:  *'  We  may  be  as  happy  as  wc 
•*'  will ;  and  if  we  are  not  fo,  the  fault  is  wholly  and 
**  folely  our  own." 

Another  time,  he  fpoke  of  the  constant  communion 
with  our  Saviour,  faying  among  other  things :  *'  If  we 
"  thus  continually  converfe  with  him,  and  have  him 
"  in  our  eyes,  as  the  man  full  of  wounds  and  ftained 
**  with  blood,  our  fouls  will  be  carried  away,  as  with 
"  a  torrent,  and  we  fliall  be  brought  to  his  open-clefr, 
"  blood-flowing  heart,  jufl:  as  we  fee  the  iea-grafs  car- 
**  ried  on  in  the  current  of  the  tide,  and  driven  without 
*'  flop  on  fhorc." 

The  iame  Greenlander,  on  the  feflival  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 

after  fermon  offered  up  a  penetrating  prayer,    which  the 

audience  accompanied    with   manv  tears ;  among  others 

he  fpoke  the  following  words  ;  "God  Holy  Gholl,  we  are 

,     •  "  heartily 
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"  heartily  alhamcd,  that  we  have  all  along  behaved  (o 
"  ill  towards  thee,  while  thou  doft  treat  us  with  fo  much 
"  goodnefs.  We  do  not  fo  much  as  know,  how  very 
"  wretched  we  are  j  but  thou  knoweft  all  things. 
"  Therefore  we  befeech  thee,  take  us,  poor  and 
"  wretched  children  as  we  are,  under  thy  care  anew, 
'*'  and  ceafe  not  thy  work,  till  thou  haft  quite  brought 
*'  us  into  the  wounds  of  our  Saviour.  I  call  upon  thee 
"  in  behalf  of  us  all,  for  forgivencfs  of  all  paft  difobe- 
"  dience ;  and  we  promife  thee  to  be  from  henceforth 
'*  thy  faithful  and  obedient  children." 

AI,  delivered  himfelf  thus  in  his  difcourfe :  "  I  can 
*'  never  be  chearful,  nay,  I  am  in  the  fame  anxiety  of 
"  mind  as  a  man  feels  that  is  with  deep  concern  in  fearch 
*'  for  fomething  he  has  loft,  if  at  any  time  I  have  not 
*'  our  Saviour  in  the  form  of  his  fufFerings  in  my  heart. 
"  His  death  is  undoubtedly  the  greateft  thing  we  know. 
**  Had  he  not  purchafed  a  church  with  his  own  blood, 
**  I,  and  we  all,  had  been  favage  heathens ;  but  his 
*'  death  is  the  caufe,  that  I  am  now  a  fellow-member 
*'  of  his  people,  and  am  fo  happy  in  him,"  &c. 

The  fame :  "  It  is  true,  I  have  been  baptized  many 
"  years,  and  always  thought  I  had  an  obedient  heart : 
*'  but  now,  fince  our  teachers  have  fpoke  largely  upon 
*'  the  faithfulnefs,  patience,  and  labour  which  the  Holy 
*'  Ghoft  exercifes  towards  us,  v/ith  a  view  to  educate 
*'  U8  like  a  mother  for  Jefus,  and  (hewed,  in  how  ma- 
*'  ny  refpecls  we  fo  often  grieve  him ;  I  have  obtained 
**  a  true  fenfe,  that,  in  time  paft,  I  have  not  been  right- 
*'  ly  obedient  to  his  admonitions.  This  puts  me  to 
*'  mame.  And  I  will  now  give  myfclf  quite  up  to  him 
**  anew,"  &:c. 

Thus  might  (ketches  of  more  be  produced,  but  all 
tend  to  this  point :  ^*  That  we  always  weigh  the  caufa 
*'  — of  his  death  and  fufF'ring,^ — and  for  this,  tho'  poor 
*'  we  are, — bring  him  our  thank-off'ring."  And,  "  If 
*'  I  have  him,  I  have  the  thing, — that  will  perpetual 
*'  comfort  bring." 

§  8. 

Though  this  year  no  more  than  feven  perfons  were 
added  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  yet  things  went  (o 
HTiuch  the  more  profperoufly  among  the  great  number  of 

unbaptized  j 
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unbaptized  ;  and  the  fuit  of  many  of  them,  who  uttered 
their,  defirc  after  baptifm  with  tears,  could  be  granted. 
In  this  manner,  fifty- three  were  added  to  the  congrega- 
tion, among  whom  were  fourteen  children.  There  were 
iive  baptifmal  folemnities :  I  will  cite  a  little  of  the  firft 
cnly. 

*'  Jan.  12,'  we  found  that  we  could  baptize  the 
**  next  congregation-day  eight  ^erfons,  and  receive  fe- 
*'•  venteen  heathen  concerned  about  their  falvation,  into 
'*  a  clofer  care.  When  we  acquainted  the  Greenland 
*'  helpers  with  this  news,  they  were  filled  with  uncom- 
*'  mon  joy,  and  all  thanked  God  with  heart,  mouth 
*'  and  hand,  for  ihewing  fo  much  grace  to  the  poor 
«  heathen." 

The  14th,  the  candidates  for  baptifm  and  reception 
vrere  fpoken  with.  In  both  clafles  it  was  fweet  and  a- 
greeableto  perceive  by  their  cheeks  moiftened  with  tears, 
an  extraordinary  grace  moving  amongft  them,  as  well 
«s  the  defire  they  had  to  be  the  entire  property  of  their 
'Redeemer.  They  knew  not  how  to  exprefs  themfelves 
for  joy,  fome  faying :  *'  They  were  quite  fick  with  de- 
*'  fire,"  &c.  Sunday  the  16th  was  a  particular  day  of 
tleffing.  After  the  liturgy,  a  fine  diary  of  the  blefied 
courfe  of  the  negro-children  in  St.  Thomas's  was  read^ 
to  the  general  joy  and  quickening  of  the  hearers.  Then 
the  candidates  were  once  more  fpoken  with.  Both  joy 
and  trembling,  both  fliame  and  yet  a  believing  applica- 
tion to  the  throne  of  grace,  were  pleafingly  felt  among 
them.  An  old  widow,  formerly  accufed  of  witchcraft, 
•was  troubled  at  being  afked,  if  we  {hould  ever  hear  the 
like  of  her  for  the  future  ?  And  ihe  promifed,  with  ex- 
preflions  which  might  be  believed,  to  renounce  the  devil 
and  all  his  works  and  ways,  and  to  give  herfelf  entirely  to 
our  Saviour  as  his  eternal  property.  After  fermon  upon 
the  words  :  /  am  come  to  Jend  fire  on  the  earth.  Sec.  thefe 
eight  fouls  were  baptized,  viz.  three  brethren  (among 
"Whom  was  the  old  man  mentioned  laft  year,  §6.  who  looked 
upon  his  children  as  worthy  of  baptifm,  but  not  him- 
felf,  together  with  his  fon)  and  five  fillers.  An  agree- 
able and  glad  afpe6t  fhone  in  their  countenances.  After 
reading  and  explaining  the  congregation-day's  leflbn, 
feventeen  catechumens  were  received  with  the  kifs  of 

peace, 
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peace,  to  a  nearer  nurfing  and  tuition.  Among  whom 
Vas  the  often-mentioned  Tuffillartok,  brother-in-law 
of  the  late  Samuel  Kajarnak,  that  fame  angckok,  that 
tiad  been  fo  often  frighted  by  particular  dreams,  toge- 
ther with  his  fon  Siuana ;  and  the  girl,  fent  to  us  laft 
year  half-dead  in  a  fack. 

The  following  days,  accounts  were  brought,  what 
«fFe6l  thefe  a<fts  had  upon  the  reft  of  the  baptized.  The 
helpers  related,  that  the  remaining  candidates  had  great- 
ly bemoaned  themfelves  in  their  bands,  and  fhewed  great 
longing  for  baptifm.  And  a  widow,  received  two 
months  ago,  whofe  daughter  had  been  baptized  this 
time,  faid  with  tears :  "  Alas !  certainly  my  cafe  muft 
•'  be  very  bad,  that  I  cannot  yet  attain  to  it  ?  And  I 
*'  have  fo  great  a  defire,  and  fo  frequently  weep  to  our 
**  Saviour  on  that  account.'* 

The  great  imprefEon,  baptifm  leaves  upon  the  Green- 
landers,  and  the  hold  a  wife  fteward  gets  of  their  hearts 
by  It,  may  be  gathered  from  what  follows.  A  man, 
tnat  had  for  fome  time  been  under  the  chaftifement  of 
the  congregation,  which  had  been  a  little  galling  to  him, 
had  behaved  very  ftubbornly  to  the  deacon  in  an  oecono- 
mical  affair,  and  was  not  to  be  moved  from  his  felf-will 
by  any  remonftrances.  But,  on  being  afked,  if  he 
knew,  that  he  was  baptized  ?  he  fell  a  weeping  fo  ve- 
hemently, that  he  was  hardly  to  be  pacified.  And  thus 
"his  felf-will  was,  as  it  were,  drowned. 

§9. 

This  year  forty  catechumens  were  received  to  a  clofer 
care  and  nurfing,  and  fome  of  them  by  degrees  bapti- 
zed ;  but  no  more  than  two  perfons  were  admitted  to 
the  Holy  Communion.  Five  couple  entered  into  the 
holy  ftate  of  matrimony,  and  eleven  departed  this  life, 
among  whom  were  only  three  grown  perfons,  viz. 

I.)  Antonetta,  a  married  woman,  who  had  many 
years  fince  heard  the  gofpel  in  Kangek.  At  the  very 
firfi:  a  defire  after  Jefus  was  difcernible  in  her ;  and 
therefore  not  long  after  her  coming  to  us  in  the  year  1748 
(he  received  baptifm.  After  three  years  (he  partook  of 
the  Lord's-fupper,  and  lived  fince  then  happily  and 
chearfuUy  with  her  hufband  as  a  poor  finner  who  had 

obtained 
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obtained  grace.     For  thefe  two  years  fhe  had  been  (ickly 
of  a  confumption,  which  had  been  the  happieft  time  of 
her  life.     Siie  longed  for  her  releafe  and  rejoiced  at  the 
profpe(5t  of  it,  as  of  a  wedding-day,  was  continually  enga- 
ged with  our  Saviour,  and  fpoke  of  him  to  all  that  vifited 
her.     Among  other  things  (he  faid  :  "  Now  our  Saviour 
*'  will  foon  come  and  take  my  foul  with  him ;  I  have 
**  often  prayed  for  it,  and  he  is  always  gracious  unto  me, 
"  whenever  I  fpeak   with  him.     The  Saviour's   blood 
"  and    righteoufnefs   my   fin'ry   is,    my   wedding-drefs. 
*'  But  I  defire  you  alfo  to  drefs  my  body  neatly,  the 
"  members  of  my  body  being  all  his  gift."     The  laft 
evening  the  verfe,  *'  Ever  O  Lamb !  to  her  remain, — fa 
*'  that  fhe  not  only  obtain — fome  dawnings  of  thy  grace; 
'*  — but  let  her  have  thy  wounds  each  hour — quite  near, 
**  and  let  her  feel  the  pow'r — which  thy  whole  martyr'd 
*'  body  has,"  being  fung  for  her,  {he  pointed,  with  plea- 
fant  looks,  to  her  heart,  and  with  a  broken  voice  begun 
that  verfe  :  *'  The  Lamb  with  all  his  grief  and  fmart,— 
"  remains  the  plcafure  of  my  heart, — long  as  it  moves 
*'  in  me : — yea,  even  when  it  beats  no  more, — ^there, 
•*  where  the  fpear  his  fide  did  bore, — I  have  my  place 
*'  eternally."     And  thus  fhe  pafTed  in  a  foft  divine  peace 
into  the  arms  of  her  Redeemer. 

2.)  Abifhag,  a  married  woman,  had  a  'tender  heart  to 
the  death  and  pafHon  of  Jefus,  and  a  particular  gift  of 
treating  her  houfhold.  She  once  was  diflurbed  by  felf- 
love,  and  fancied,  fhe  was  not  made  enough  of.  This 
made  her  fretful  and  dejected,  but  fhe  foon  recovered 
herfelf  again,  and  fpent  her  laft  years  very  chearfully. 
Efpecially  in  her  ficknefs  fhe  joyfully  declared,  how  much 
fhe  loved  our  Saviour,  and  longed  to  kifs  his  wounded 
feet. 

3. )  Peninnah,  an  old  fingle  fifter,  of  a  weakly  body 
and  melancholy  difpofition  of  mind.  The  firft  years  af- 
ter baptifm  fhe  fpent  chearfully.  But  after  all  her  re- 
lations were  departed  this  life,  and  fhe  found  it  pretty 
difficult  to  get  her  maintenance,  fhe  grew  fo  difpirited, 
that  of  her  own  accord  fhe  kept  away  from  the  Lord's 
Supper,  by  which  means  fhe  gradually  fell  into  great 
drynefs,  and  it  feemed  often,  as  if  fhe  would  leave  us.  In 
her    eight    days    ficknefs,   the  Friend    of  all  the  poor 

and 
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and  wretched,  manifefted  himfelf  again  in  a  very  kind 
manner  to  her  heart,  and  ftie  went  home  as  a  poor  fin- 
ner,  with  an  earned  longing  and  full  of  comfort,  to  him. 
4.)  Chrillian,  the  orphan  {on^  nine  years  old,  of 
our  ever-memorable  Nathanael,  who  departed  in  the 
year  1752  ;  he  was  a  very  brilk,  amiable  child,  of  v/hom 
we  conceived  great  hopes.  He  was  uncommonly  dili- 
gent at  fchool,  and  had  a  very  retentive  memory.  The 
catechift  had  once  tranflated  fome  verfes,  and  rehearfed 
them  to  his  fchool-children,  but  becaufe  he  could  not 
render  an  exprefiion  or  two  plain  enough,  he  deftroyed 
them;  which  he  was  afterwards  forry  for,  and  fhould 
have  been  glad  to  have  them  again.  A  year  after,  he 
accidentally  heard  the  late  Chriftian,  who  was  a  great 
lover  of  fmging,  fing  thefe  loft  verfes,  and  wrote  them 
down  from  his  mouth.  As  lively  as  his  fpirit  was,  nay 
fometimes  inclined  to  extravagancies,  fo  tender  and  foft 
was  his  heart  to  the  wounds  of  Jefus,  and  his  mind 
thankful  for  all  admonitions.  A  pleurify  furthered  his 
releafe,  while  in  the  Sound  with  his  fofter-parents,  who 
were  much  touched  by  his  edifying  end. 


B  O  O  K    IX. 

The  fifth  Period  of  the  Brethren's  Miffion^  from 
the  founding  of  the  Mijfwn  at  Lichcenfels  in 
lys^y  ^^^'^  ^^^  year  ly 62. 


The  twenty-sixth  Year,  1758. 

§  r. 

OF  late   years    the    Greenland-congregation    wag 
augmented   to   four  hundred,  befides  near  two 
hundred  baptized  perfons  already  tranflated  into 
a  blefTed  eternity.     Since  the  year  1742,  when  the  great 
ftirrino;   amona;   the   heathen   commenced,    the   increafe 
was  fpeedy  enough  in  proportion  to  the  fmall  number 
Vol.  II  S  9% 
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of  the  nation  itfelf ;  but  now  it  feemed,  as   if  it  would 

take  no  hafty  fteps  farther  from  without.  Hencefor- 
ward not  many  Greenlanders  were  to  be  expe6^ed  from 
the  North,  and  Ball's-River.  For  fince  the  fettlement 
of  new  colonies,  they  were  provided  with  Danifh 
miffionaries  near  thofe  parts  ;  and  as  to  thofe  hereabouts 
that  lived  far  up  the  inlets,  they  for  the  moft  part  attend- 
ed the  miffion  at  Good-hope.  The  Kook  and  Kangek 
iflands  were  properly  the  brethren's  chapels  of  eafe  and 
preaching-places  :  and  in  them,  moftly  Greenlanders 
from  the  utmoil:  South,  where  there  are  llill  no  colonies 
nor  miflions,  are  wont  to  take  up  their  abode  for  a  year 
or  two  on  their  journeys  to  and  from  the  north,  partly  by 
way  of  taking  their  reft,  and  partly  in  order  to  provide 
neceflaries  for  travelling  farther.  The  brethren  had  got 
moft  of  their  inhabitants  from  among  thofe  people ; 
which  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  bleiling  arifmg 
from  the  journey  of  the  firftling  Samuel  Kajarnak,  who 
was  himfelf  a  South-country-man,  and  firft  of  all  made 
known  in  thofe  parts  the  bleffed  tidings  of  a  Creator, 
who  had  redeemed  his  loft  creatures  with  his  death  and 
blood-fhedding.  It  may  be  recollefted  from  foregoing 
relations,  that  the  brethren  received  yearly  many  vifits 
from  the  South-country  people,  that  the  gofpel  was  not 
whollv  unknown  to  many  of  them,  and  that  they  had 
invited  the  brethren  to  come  into  their  country,  as  hav- 
ing indeed  an  inclination  to  be  converted,  but  being  un- 
able to  fupport  tiiemfelves  here.  For  although  Ball's- 
River  is  one  of  the  fineft  countries  in  all  Greenland,  (not 
having  every  thing,  it  is  true,  but  a  great  deal  of  what 
other  places  are  in  want  of,)  yet  the  Greenlanders  can- 
not eafily  refolve  entirely  to  relinquifti  the  place  where 
they  were  born  and  bred,  and  to  fettle  in  another,  fmce 
almoft  in  every  place  the  way  of  fiftiing  and  catching 
feals  diiFers ;  which  obliges  them  to  a  new  pra^lice, 
and  in  the  mean  while  perhaps  expofes  them  to  want 
for  a  year  or  two.  And  efpecially  they  that  were  born 
on  the  fea-coaft,  or  on  an  ifland,  do  not  chufe  their 
abiding-place  on  the  main  land  or  in  the  inlets.  And 
when  fuch  people  fettle  in  fuch  a  place  as  New-Herrn- 
huth,  lying  on  the  continent  five  or  fix  leagues  from  the 
main   f^a,  it  can  fcarce  be  confidcrcd  as  any  thing  lefs 

than 
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than  a  piece  of  felf-denial  with  refpecl  to  their  wonted 
advantage,  which  they  then  are  willing  fhould  give  way 
to  their  fouls  good  ;  fince  they  know,  that  it  will  take 
them  up  a  couple  of  years  to  learn  new  methods,  and 
they  fhall  the  while  be  often  forced  to  fufFer  great  hard- 
Ihips  in  point  of  fuftenance. 

This  difficulty  has  kept  many  a  Greenlander,  who 
has  been  touched  in  his  heart,  from  living  in  New- 
Herrnhuth  ;  neither  could  even  the  brethren  wifti  the 
place  more  populous.  For  although  they  would  have 
been  glad  to  win  them  to  Chrifl,  by  preaching  the  gof- 
pel  to  every  human  creature  in  Greenland ;  yet  they 
were  under  a  neceffity  alfo  of  having  a  regard  to  the 
proper  congregation-nurfing,  inftrucling,  eftablifhing  in 
grace,  and  preferving  from  all  by-paths,  the  fouls  awa- 
kened by  the  gofpel,  and  baptized  into  the  death  ofjefus. 
Such  a  care  of  fouls,  which  requires  more  than  bare 
preaching  and  catechifmg,  is,  at  leall  in  heathen  nations, 
wherever  the  number  is  fo  great  that  it  cannot  be  duly 
infpecled  into,  exceeding  difficult,  if  not  impoffible. 
Add  to  this,  that  fome  were  apprehenfive,  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  Greenlanders  together  in  one  place  might  not  at 
all  times  find  a  fufficient  livelihood,  though  others  were 
of  another  opinion,  which  experience  has  fhewn  to  be 
juft. 

§2. 

For  thefe  reafons,  and  from  well-grounded  hopes, 
that  many  more  Greenlanders  would  fubmit  to  the  gof- 
pel, if  fettled  in  a  place  convenient  for  their  fupport; 
the  miffionaries  had  for  fome  time  been  confidering, 
whether  fome  of  them  could  not  live  in  Kangek  or  Ka- 
riak,  (which  lies  fix  leagues  fouth  of  New-Herrnhuth) 
in  order  to  minifter  the  gofpel  to  the  Greenlanders  living 
or  paffing  and  repaffing  there,  and  to  give  fuch  bapti- 
zed perfons  as  could  eafier  provide  their  fuftenance  there, 
an  opportunity  of  removing  thither  from  New-Herrn- 
huth. This  propofal  was  taken  into  confideration  at 
the  aforefaid  viiltation  in  the  jrear  1752,  but  not  found 
advifable. 

Two  years  after,  viz.  1754,  a  trading  fadlory  was 
fettled  at  Fiiher's-bay,  fo  called,  thirty-fix  leagues  to 
the  fouthward.     Many  Greenlanders  from  thofe  parts, 
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who   fpent  the  fiimmer  at   Ball's-River,  had  heard  the 

fofpel.  Some  had  alfo  adually  fixed  their  abede  in 
■few-Herrnhuth,  but  the  greateft  part  declared,  that 
they  could  not  fubfift  here,  and  invited  the  brethren  to 
fettle  in  their  parts,  where  they  would  move  to  them  and 
embrace  the  gofpel. 

It  happened  luckily,  after  the  fettlement  of  the  facto- 
ry there,  that  Matthew  Stach  and  Ballenhorft,  intend- 
ing for  Europe,  were  obliged  to  take  (hipping  at  the 
new  factory.  They  took  a  view  of  the  country,  and 
laid  it  before  the  Brethren's  church,  together  with  the 
deiire  of  the  Greenlanders  there.  The  next  year  John 
Soerenfen  taking  his  departure  from  Europe  to  Green- 
land, delivered  a  memorial  to  Count  Berkentin,  the 
then  prefident  of  the  Greenland  trading  company  at  Co- 
penhagen, with  an  offer  of  the  brethren  to  fettle  am.ong 
the  Greenlanders  on  Fifher's-bay,  if  they  could  be  of 
any  fer\'ice  to  the  trade  thereby.  This  overture  was 
agreeable,  but  could  not  fo  foon  be  put  in  execution. 

In  the  mean  while  the  brethren  were  time  after  time 
invited  in  the  moft  preffing  m,anner  both  by  the  heathen 
land  the  agents  of  trade.  But  iince  they  had  nobody  to 
fpalfe  for  the  purpofe,  the  following  propofal  was  made 
by  John  Beck,  who  was  that  year  in  Herrnhuth,  that 
as  Maithew  Stach  had  at  all  times  difcovered  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  carry  the  gofpel  farther  fouthwards  among 
the  Greenlanders ;  whether  he  would  not  be  the  proper 
perfon  to  make  an  attempt  to  fettle  at  Fifher's-bay,  and 
fee  if  any  of  the  Greenlanders  in  thofe  parts  were  to  be 
gained  for  our  Saviour  ?  This  propofal  met  with  appro- 
bation; Matthew  Stach  received  a  call  to  this  end,  be- 
ing joined  by  the  two  brethren  Jens  (or  John)  and  P^- 
ter  Haven,  as  his  afliftants. 

§3. 

As  their  departure  was  preffing,  thefe  three  brethre" 
Were  dirmiffed  without  delay  5  and  on  the  15th  of  March» 
with  the  bleffing  of  the  church,  entered  upon  their  jour- 
ney from  Herrnhuth.  And  though  they  were  obliged 
to  pafs  through  the  theatre  of  war,  yet  they  proceeded 
without  moleftation  ;  and  reached  Copenhagen  the  8th 
of  April)  by  way  of  Hamburg  and  Holfatia.     But  on 

their 
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their  arrival,  they  found  the  fhip,  bound  to  Frederic's- 
Hope,  Fifher's -lodge  and  Good-Hope,  lying  at  anchor 
in  the  road  ready  for  failing,  and  as  flie  was  already 
heavy  loaded,  they  could  not  take  their  paflage  in  her. 
Therefore  they  were  obliged  to  wait,  till  another,  bound  to 
Zukkertop,  ico  leagues  north  of  their  deftined  place,  was 
ready  to  fail.  On  the  afcenfion-day  of  Chrift,  May  4,  they 
went  on  board  the  Mary-Church,  captain  Peter  Ste- 
phenfenHolmj  and  tranfmitted  from  Hclfmgoer,  where 
they  were  detained  a  few  days  by  contrary  winds,  the 
following  farewell-lines : 

.  We  now  lie  here  in  Oere-found, 
The  feaman's  fate  oft,  weather-bound. 
Waiting  the  pleafant  hour,  to  fail 
Our  proper  courfe  with  profp'rous  gale. 
May  Jefus  bear  us  company. 
And  may  his  faithful  foul  ftill  be 
The  guide  of  ev'ry  ilep  ;  and  then 
Labour  is  light,  and  void  of  pain. 
We,  without  this,  fhould  feel  difmay. 
Nor  ever  wifh  to  put  to  fea, 
Much  lefs  to  Greenland's  dreary  coaft. 
For  banifli'd  flaves  adapted  moil  *. 
Only  the  leading  ftar  which  flione 
To  th'  heathen  Magi,  guides  us  on  ; 
And  Jefu's  fweat  in  pain  and  death. 
Does  heat  to  coldeft  hearts  bequeath. 
Therefore  with  true  and  childlike  mind. 
To  be  his  fervants  we're  inclin'd, 
Would  gladly  his  heart's  joy  remain,  i 

And  this  to  him  and  us  brings  gain. 

What  Vv'as  remarkable  in  their  paflage  was,  that  they- 
had  no  ftorm,  and  very  little  bad  weather.  To  the 
praife  of  our  Saviour,  and  out  of  gratitude  to  the  Dar\i{h 
nation,  I  cannot  at  prefent  wholly  pafs  over  in  filence, 
our  acknowledgements  that  the  circumftances  of  our  bre- 
thren failing  to  Greenland,  are  valHy  altered  within 
thefe  twenty  years,  and   elpecially  fince  the  moft  gra- 

*  AUod'.ng  to  the  tranfportation  made  to  Greenland  in  the  year  1728,  of 
many  garrifon  and  other  prifoners,  csiled  in  Copenhagen,  flaves.  Sec  B. 
IV.  §  30. 
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cious  royal  regulation  of  the  year  1750.  For  whereas 
formerly  the  fhip's  company  ftudied  to  vex  and  grieve  the 
brethren  with  all  kinds  of  bad  words  and  a61:ions,  nay, 
with  mockeries  at  religion  itfelf,  and  denied  them  even 
the  due  relief  in  externals,  thefe  three  brethren  cannot 
now  fufficiently  praife  the  civility  and  kind  ufage,  which 
the  fhip's  company  fhewed  them,  and  efpecially  the  hear- 
ty afFe6tion  which  the  captain  and  mate  treated  them 
with  ;  nay  the  fam.e  teftimony  is  due  to  them  all ;  and 
on  this  occafion  one  may  venture  to  apply  the  piomife 
of  Jefus  ;   "  Verily  they  fliall  not  lofe  their  reward." 

They  arrived  the  i8th  of  June  at  the  colony  of  Zuk- 
kertop,  and  were  received  with  much  kindnefs  by  the 
fadlor  Andrew  Olfen,  and  the  catecliift  Berthel  Larfen. 

In  the  mican  time  two  kajaks  arrived  from  Ncw- 
Herrnhuth,  which  were  fent  to  convoy  them  60  leagues 
along  a  coaft  they  were  as  yet  entire  ftrangers  to.  With 
thefe  they  fet  forward  June  23,  in  their  boat  (the  only 
thing  which  they  could  bring  along  with  them  from  Co- 
penhagen for  their  new  fettlement)  and  though  their 
pafTage  was  fomewhat  rough,  yet  it  was  fo  quick  and 
fortunate,  that  they  arrived  the  27th  of  June  in  New- 
Herrnhuthj  to  the  joy  of  the  brethren  and  the  Green- 
landers. 

§4- 
And,  having  concerted  the  necefiary  meafures  with 
them,  they  entered  upon  their  voyage  July  the  19th  to 
Fifhcr's-Inlet,  taking  along  with  them  from  New- 
Hcrrnhuth  four  families  of  Greenlanders,  in  all  thirty- 
two  fouls,  as  a  beginning  of  a  fmall  congregation.  On 
the  23d  of  July  they  came  to  the  inlet  with  the  comfor- 
table word  :  Let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be  upon  us  ; 
end  ejiablij})  thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us.  Pf.  xc.  17, 
*'  Say  yes  to  what  we  undertake."  Before  they  proceeded 
to  the  fa(Slory,  they  followed  the  advice  of  their  Green- 
land-guide, who  was  a  native  of  this  country,  and  took 
a  view  of  a  place  called  Akonamiok  upon  a  large  ifland, 
near  three  miles  from  the  main  fea,  where  an  old  Grecn- 
landifn  houfe  flood.  But  it  being  too  clofely  environed 
with  mountains,  they  went  full  three  miles  farther  up 
the  inlet  and  came  to  the  fadtory.  The  traders  would 
gladly  have  had  them  nigh,  and  ji  finer  and  more  co|i- 

yenient 
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^'cnient  place  for  Europeans  is  hardly  to  be  found  in 
Greenland  ;  but  as  it  is  the  brethren's  concern,  to  con- 
fult  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  benefit  of  their  Green- 
landers,  rather  than  their  own  conveniency,  (which 
muft  not  be  fought  in  Greenland)  they  could  not  fettle 
there,  but  looked  out  farther  for  a  place,  having  the 
following  conveniencies.  i,  Frefh  water  that  does  not 
freeze  up  entirely  in  winter.  2.  A  fecure  harbour  for 
the  boats.,  3.  A  flrand,  which  remains  open  in  winter, 
and  is  not  too  far  from  the  fea  :  to  the  end  that  people 
that  are  ufed  to  be  near  the  fea,  as  alinoft  all  the  South- 
countr}'men  are,  may  find  their  fuftenance  as  well  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  inlet,  and  that  nobody  need,  on 
that  account,  be  deterred  from  living  with  them,  and 
hearing  the  gofpel.  But  they  could  meet  with  no  fuch 
place  on  the  whole  inlet,  except  at  Akonamiok ;  and 
although  they  have  no  profpect  there  towards  the  fun, 
which  in  Greenland  is  a  great  refrcfhment,  nay,  its 
chearing  beams  are  entirely  intercepted  by  a  high  moun- 
tain for  three  months  together,  yet,  for  the  fake  of  the 
Greenlanders,  at  laft  they  made  choice  of  this  place, 
and  July  the  24th,  pitched  their  tents  there.  The  word 
of  that  day  was  :  Jh  Lord  God,  behold  there  is  nothing  too 
hard  for  thee.  Jer.  xxxii.  17. 

§5. 

Their  firft  bufmefs  was,  to  raife  a  houfe  of  ftones  and 
fods  in  the  Greenland  way.  As  they  could  have  no 
help  from  the  Greenlanders,  who  were  building  at  the 
fame  time,  and  one  of  the  three  brethren  was  likewife  obli- 
ged to  fpend  fome  hours  in  dreiling  victuals,  the  work 
went  very  flowly  forwards  in  the  beginning.  Befides, 
they  were  in  want  of  necefiary  utenfils,  not  being  able 
to  bring  them  with  them  either  from  Copenhagen,  or 
from  New-Herrnhuth  in  a  boat.  T^  hey  were  forced  to 
roll  the  ftones  to  the  fpot,  carry  the  earth  in  bags,  and 
fetch  the  fods  by  water  from  another  place.  For  the  roof 
they  could  bring  fome  laths  from  New-Herrnhuth,  but 
no  timber,  neither  could  they  for  a  confiderable  time 
find  any  in  the  fea  fit  for  their  purpofe.  But  the  wall 
being  finifhed,  it  happened  iuft  as  they  were  going  out 
in  their  boat  on  otiaer  bufmefs  not  far  from  the  houfe, 

S  4  that 
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that  they  met  with  two  fuch  pieces  of  timber  as  they  juft 
wanted,  which  would  have  been  carried  away  again  by 
the  next  flood-tide,  if  they  had  waited  any  longer.  In 
ihort,  it  was  as  if  one  of  the  miniftring  fpirits  had  rowed 
them,  thither  at  the  time  of  the  bretjiren's  greateft  ne- 
ceffity,  and  they  received  them  with  thankful  hearts,  as 
a  prefent  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord. 

Their  houfe  confifted  of  one  room  five  yards  fquare, 
and  a  fmall  fore-houfe,  to  ferve  for  the  kitchen.  The 
roof  was  near  fix  foot  high,  without  cieling  and  moftly 
flat,  fupported  with  two  pillars  ;  the  laths  were  covered 
with  a  double  layer  of  fods  and  earth  between  j  and  to 
prevent  the  rain  coming  in  (though  ftill  it  often  drop- 
ped through)  old  tent-fkins  were  fpread  over  the  whole, 
the  walls  alfo  within  being  lined  with  the  fame.  Sept. 
1 6,  they  finifhed  this  dwelling,  and  made  their  entrance 
with  thankful  and  glad  hearts.  But  from  that  time,  the 
winter  fet  in  with  rain  and  fnow,  and  there  was  not 
much  to  be  done  without  doors. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Greenlanders  alfo  built  thcm- 
felves  a  houfe,  which  they  entered  the  14th  of  October. 
Their  provifions  at  firft,  fell  fo  fhort,  that  they  main- 
tained themfelves  with  much  difficulty.  But  they  dif-^ 
covered,  not  far  from  home,  a  place,  through  which 
the  feals  ran  into  a  narrow  bay ;  where  finding  it  practi- 
cable to  prevent  their  efcape,  they  could  kill  feveral  to- 
gether, Jtnd  were  thus  enabled,  to  furnifli  the  factor 
with  between  three  and  four  barrels  of  blubber  as  a  good 
beginning.  The  natives  declared,  that  they  had  never 
feen  feals  in  that  place  before,  and  were  furprized  at 
their  running-in  in  fuch  nurribers  now.  Therefore  they 
could  not  but  acknov.'ledge  it  as  a  fpecial  providence  for 
their  fupport. 

§  6. 

It  was  not  long  before  Greenlanders  came  on  vifits, 
fome  of  them  initigated  by  curiofity  only,  but  the  great- 
eil  part,  with  intent  to  hear  the  gofpel.  The  moft  of 
them  lived  near  the  factory,  and  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  ifland.  The  way  by  land  to  both  places  was  at 
leaft  fix  miles  over  rugged  cliffs  and  valleys.  But  yet 
they  came  frequently,  and  efpecially  at  Chriflmas,  the 
men  by  water,  and  the  women  by  land,  in  order  to  hear 
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the  word  of  God,  returning  home  again  often  by  night. 
The  miffionary  likewife  vifited  the  heathen  at  times. 
Their  defire  to  hear  of  Jefus  made  the  way  eafy  to  him, 
though  in  itfelf  not  only  difficult,  but  even  dangerous  ; 
as  a  proof  of  this,  it  once  happened,  that  his  foot 
flipped,  and  he  tunlbled  down  the  hill  with  his  head 
foremoft,  though  without  receiving  any  hurt,  having 
the  good  fortune  to  fall  into  a  fufficient  depth  of  fnow. 
Neither  were  our  Greenland  brethren  idle,  but  vifited 
time  after  time  fuch  Greenlanders,  as  the  miffionary 
could  not  come  at,  and  found,  that  they  were  fo  far 
from  difliking  the  teftimony  of  the  crucified  Jefus,  that 
they  often  received  it  with  joy,  and  pro.mifed  to  follow/ 
them  one  time  or  other. 

Behdes  fome  widows  and  their  children,  and  fome 
lingle  women,  two  families  came  to  them  with  an  in- 
tention to  live  there.  The  men  were  own  brothers  of 
a  Grcenlander  departed  this  life  m  New-Herrnhuth,  and 
h'ad  often  heard  the  gofpel  there,  not  without  emotion 
of  heart.  They  now  came  with  a  defign  to  be  convert- 
ed ;  did  not  eahly  mifs  one  mcet'ng,  and  were  alfo  befure 
the  end  of  the  year  received  as  catechumens.  But  their 
wives  were  not  of  their  mind.  And  whereas  the  Green- 
landifli  women  are  wont  to  be  much  more  eager  after 
the  gofpel  than  their  hufbands,  and  are  often  an  occa- 
fign  of  good  to  them  ;  thefe  on  the  contrary,  came  very 
feidom  to  the  preaching;,  and  the  next  year  were  the 
means  of  their  hufbands  forfaking  their  teachers  again, 
and  thus  forfeiting  the  privilege  of  being  the  firfl-fruits 
of  thefe  parts. 

§  7- 
The  fmall  beginning  ot  a   Greenland  congregation 

was  regulated  in  the  fame  manner,  as  in  New-Herrn- 
huth. The  Sunday's  preaching,  and  other  general 
meetings  were  kept  in  the  Greenlanders  houfe ;  but  the 
holy  communion  and  the  meetings  of  the  baptized  were 
holden  in  the  brethren's  houfe,  where  likewife  the 
fchool  was  kept.  It  was  matter  of  great  joy,  to  per- 
ceive the  fame  o-race,  which  anoints  the  meetinirs  of  the 
Greenland-congregation  in  New-Herrnhuth,  attending 
this  branch  of  it  in  their  new  plantation.  As  they  were 
the  firft  time  praying  the  litany,  at  rehearfing  the  Lord'? 

prayer, 
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prayer,  Lord  God  our  Father  which  art  in  heaven^  he.  it 
is  remarked  that  fuch  a  motion  was  raifed  in  every  heart, 
that  the  tears  trickled  down  their  checks.  At  the  firft 
facrament  of  the  Lord's-fupper,  it  is  faid  in  the  diary : 
*'  When  I  was  about  to  fpeak  with  the  communicants, 
*^  as  I  knew  that  many  things  would  require  to  be  ta- 
*'  ken  notice  of,  I  was  not  a  little  uneafy.  But  1  was 
*'  much  afhamed  and  comforted  on  finding  before  me, 
*'  without  exception,  broken  and  contrite  hearts  pre- 
*'  pared  by  the  Holy  Spirit  himfeif." 

As  to  any  increafe  from  the  heathen,  as  a  Greenlander 
niuft  have  time  to  confider,  and  a  miffionary  ftill  more 
to  obtain  a  due  knowledge  of  him,  it  was  not  fo  early 
to  be  thought  on.  The  con2;regatix)n  therefore  was  in- 
crcafed  with  no  more  than  one  new-born  child  by  the 
lacrament  of  holy  baptiim,  but  on  the  other  hand  dimi- 
nilhed  by  the  melancholy  lofs  at  Tea  of  a  young  man,  cal- 
led Joel.  *'  It  is  a  fingular  and  exceeding  afte^ling  mat- 
*'  ter,"  (writes  the  miffionary)  "  to  have  juft  feen  a 
"  brother  fo  lively  and  vigorous,  and  prefenty  after  have 
"  the  pain  to  hear  the  news,  that  he  is  gone  into  eter- 
"  nity  in  fuch  a  manner,  leaving  his  body  to  be  driven 
*'  about  in  the  raging  fea,  a  prey  for  the  fifhes.  I  could 
"  not  tell  what  was  the  matter  with  me  yefterday,  1  feit 
"  myfelf  very  anxious,  went  feveral  times  upon  the  hill 
"  to  look  out  into  the  fea,  without  knowing  why  ? 
*'  Neither  did  I  juil  then  reflecSl  upon  him,  although  I  had 
*'  often  been  troubled  ®n  his  account,  becaufe  he  ventu- 
*.'  red  fometimes  farther  than  his  abilities  would  acmit  of. 

"  In  the  year  1 744,  he  was  baptized  as  a  child  at 
*'  the  fame  time  with  his  parents,  learned  to  read  and 
*'  write  well,  and  was  of  a  chearful  and  upright  difpo- 
*'  fiticn.  As  he  advanced  in  years,  a  tender  fenfe  of 
"  love  towards  our  Saviour  and  his  wounds  was  percep- 
*'  tible  in  him,  and  he  had  a  moft  amiable  method  of 
*'  recommendinp;  him  to  the  children,  being  employed 
*'  as  keeper  of  their  bands.  Afterwards  he  fcemed  to 
*'  fufFer  feme  lofs  in  his  childlike  difpofition ;  but 
*'  yet  a  heart  attached  to  our  Saviour  was  at  all 
**  times  obfervable  in  him.  He  remained  uncntangled 
"  in  the  fms  of  youth,  and  in  what  point  foever  he  felt 
*'  his  corruption  and  fmfulnefs,  he  Ipoke  out  concern- 
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*'  ing  it  with  an  open  heart,  and  would  gladly  be  an 
*'  entire  joy  to  our  Saviour  both  in  foul  and  body. 
**  This  year  he  obtained  the  privilege  of  partaking  of  the 
*'  bleffed  fupper  of  the  Lord  ;  and  then  moved  with  his 
*'  brother-in-law  Johr.nan  from  New-Herrnhuth  hither. 
*'  Here  I  always  remarked  a  particular  work  of  our  Sa- 
*'  viour  in  his  heart,  and  indeed  he  oftentimes  gave  me 
"  great  pleafure.  In  this  very  year  he  expreffed  him- 
"  felf  thus  in  a  letter  :  "  When  I  call  to  mind,  in  what 
"  manner  our  dear  Saviour  firlt  drew  near  to  me,  my 
*'  eyes  ftill  flow  with  tears.  His  fufferings  warm  my 
"  heart,  and  fill  it  with  joy;  I  can  now  part  with  him 
*'  no  more.  He  has  my  heart  as  his  property  wholly, 
"  as  alfo  my  body  and  members.  He  has  likewife  be- 
*'  ftowed  on  me  his  body  and  his  blood,  at  which  I 
*'  greatly  rejoice.  My  thoughts  and  fenfes  are  con- 
*'  ftantly  direvSled  unto  him,  and  I  intreat  him  often  with 
*'  tears,  to  be  quite  near  my  heart,  to  mortify  by  his 
"  body  every  thing  in  me  that  is  unprofitable,  and  make 
"  me  a  faithful  youth.  For  I  would  gladly  live  with 
"  true  fatlsfaction  unto  him."  Thus  far  his  own  words. 
"  He  aflifted  me  diligently  in  tranflating,  and  his  laft 
*'  work  was  a  Paffion-hymn  ;  when  he  exprefled  his  joy 
*'  particularly  at  the  words,  "  Had  I  of  him  a  vifion, — 
**  my  heart  would  tell  me  foon, — it  was  no  apparition, 
"  — but  God  my  flefh  and  bone," 

§8. 

Now  to  return  to  New-Herrnhuth.  The  preaching 
of  the  gofpel  publickly  and  privately  proceeded  with  fpl- 
rit  and  grace.  The  heathen  aifo,  from  far  and  near, 
paid  frequent  vifits.  Efpecially  a  great  many  South- 
country  people  were  there  again  in  fummer,  vifiting 
their  relations.  Some  of  them  were  quite  favage  and 
raw,  and  did  not  care  to  hear  any  thing  of  God ;  fome 
feemed  not  to  be  quite  infenfible,  yet  they  alfo  were  de- 
fignedly  on  their  guard,  and  forbad  their  relations  to 
hear  the  gofpel,  left  they  too  fhould  be  caught  in  the 
fnare  ;  becaufe,  as  they  faid,  they  had  already  feen  ma- 
ny examples  of  people,  efpecially  young  minds,  who 
had  only  once  or  twice  given  attentive  ear  to  the  word 
of  Jefus's  crofs  and  death,  being  fo  captivated,  and,  as 

it 


2S4  HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.  B.IX. 
it  were,  bewitched  *  by  it,  as  never  after  to  be  at  reft, 
till  they  too  could  live  with  the  believers,  often  to  the 
grief  of  their  friends  and  relations. 

The  cafe  was  not  much  different  with  refpedl  to  the 
heathen  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  except  that 
many  of  them  had  fo  often  been  touched  by  the  found 
cf  the  gofpel,  and  were  lulled  to  flcep  again,  or  had  fa 
guarded  rni  fortified  themfelves  agrinfc  it  by  the  delires 
of  the  flefh  and  of  the  mind  f  (for  even  the  Green- 
landers  are  cap:ible  of  making  this  wrong  ufc  of  their 
ratiocination)  that  except  the  awakening  of  a  frcfli  reft- 
leffnefs  in  the  confcience,  not  much  vi'^as  to  be  done 
with  nor  expecSted  from  them  for  the  prefent.  Never- 
thel.fs  there  Vv'ere  never  wanting  i;  ri:ic,  who  difcovered 
an  inclination  for  our  Saviour,  though  it  was  no  eafy 
matter  for  them  to  break  loofe  from  their  friends  and 
relations,  and  therefore  they  were  obliged  to  wail  for  a 
more  convenient  feafon. 

The  deacon,  in  particular,  who  went  with  the 
Greenland-congregation  to  the  capelin  fifher}^,  had  of- 
ten fome  attentive  hearers  from  among  thirty  or  forty 
families  of  ftrangers,  who  had  encamped  upon  the  fanae 
place.  And  vs  hen  our  Greenlanders  made  viiits  am.ong 
the  heathen,  they  found  cafy  accefs  to  fuch  people  as 
thefe,  who  often  requefted  them  to  preach  the  word  of 
life  in  their  houfes  ;  which  they  were  the  more  willing 
to  do,  as  they  perceived  that  their  fimple  tellimony  was 
not  without  bleiTmg,  and  was  an  inducement  to  many 
fouls,  nay,  many  large  families,  to  change  their  place: 
of  abode,  though  often  to  their  difadvantage  in  temporal 
things,  in  order  to  have  a  better  opportunity  of  pro- 
fiting for  their  fouls. 

And  if  any  one  once  took  the  refolutlon  to  live  with 
the  believers,  he  might  be  accounted  as  good  as  gained  o- 
ver  to  the  faith  3  and  the  examples  of  fuch  as  went  off 

*  What  wonder  is  it,  that  ilie  unbelieving  Greenlanders  compare  what 
St.  Paul  call'  the  ^oii-er  of  Grd  and  the  tiufdcm  of  God,  or  the  ivifJom  of 
God  in  a  rKVil^'^y,  vitli  tiie:r  favourite  forcery  ?  \shen  many  even  in  en- 
lightened nat.i'is,  aaribute  what  they  cannot  bear,  but  yet  cannot  deny, 
to  a  fecret  magak,  though  ever  fo  contrary  to  all  the  reft  ot  their  prin- 
ciples. 

•\  oiaiQiuit  Eph.  ii.  3, 

acain 
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again,  grew  more  and  more  rare.  For  they  had  fre- 
quently weighed  the  matter  for  feveral  years  together; 
and  the  determination  only  to  come  thus  near  arofe,  it 
not  in  all,  yet  in  the  moft  of  them,  from  grace  working 
by  the  word  of  Jefus's  fufFerings ;  which  had  power  to  ope- 
rate the  more  efFe6lually  upon  their  ftupid  minds  and  be- 
nighted hearts,  the  more  time  and  opportunity  they  had, 
by  being  removed  from  the  tumultuous  din  of  the  hea- 
then, to  awake  out  of  their  dream,  in  converfation  with 
their  believing  country-men,  and  to  attain  a  heart-felt 
knowledge  of  their  wants. 

Thus  twenty-two  fouls  from  among  the  heathen 
moved  this  year  to  New-Herrnhutvi,  and  aftorded  hopes 
of  becoming  fome  fatisfadlion  to  our  Saviour  for  the  tra- 
vail of  his  foul.  Thirty-three  fouls  out  of  the  former 
inhabitants  were  added  to  the  congregation  by  holy 
baptifm.  Thirty-two  were  admitted  to  the  holy  com- 
munion. Six  new  couples  were  joined  in  holy  matri- 
mony, and  four  couple  from  among  the  heathen,  after 
embracing  the  faith,  received  the  bleiling  of  the  church 
unto  their  marriage. 

In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  the  inward  progrefs  of  grace 
this  year,  I  will  only  infert  out  of  the  diary  fome  oblerva- 
tions  concerning  the  fpeaking  with  the  communicants. 
**  Jan.  26,  fome  brethren  and  fifters  were  fpoken  with  in 
*'  a  preparatory  way  for  the  bleifed  fupper  of  the  Lord, 
*'  They  were,  this  time,  in  an  extraordinary  degree  up- 
*'  right,  voluntarily  declared  their  faults  and  defedts, 
*'  and  exprefied  their  defire  of  entering  into  a  more  inti- 
*'  mate  acquaintance  and  converfation  with  our  Saviour. 
*'  \Ye  were  informed  by  the  helpers,  v/hat  great  plea- 
*'  fure  it  gave  to  a  certain  married  couple,  that  their 
*'  fon  was  to  receive  confirmation  for  the  holy  facra- 
*'  ment.  We  underftood  the  fame  of  feveral  othjers, 
*'  which  was  a  cordial  to  us.  We  had  at  this  time  fix 
*'  brethren  and  ten  fifters  to  confirm.  The  30th,  in 
"  the  helpers  band  many  agreeable  things  were  related 
"  of  the  perfons  laft  confirmed ;  how  they  exprefl'ed 
*'  their  joy  with  tears,  that  they  fhould  now  foon  be 
*'  partakers  of  this  higheft  good.  Many,  whom  we 
*'  cannot  yet  admit  to  confirmation,  lamented  their 
*'  cafe   grievoufly,    and    efleemed    the    others    hapoy. 

"  This 
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*'  This  is  a  new  evidence  to   us  of  the  particular  work 
"  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  the  baptized. 

'*  Feb.  24,  in  fpeaking  this  time  with  the  commu- 
**  nicants,  we  found  reafon  to  thank.  God  for  his  un- 
"  fpeakable  gift,  on  account  of  their  fincere  mind,  and 
*'  real  fenfe  of  their  poverty  and  weakneiTes,  which 
"  caufed  them  to  figh  for  grace.  But  yet  there  were 
"  fome,  who  had  not  made  a  right  ufe  of  the  loving 
*'  heart,  and  maternal  leading  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and 
*'  were  ftepped  into  by-paths;  but  they  were  alfo 
"  grieved  to  the  heart  on  that  account.  The  27th, 
*'  we  had  many  rejoicing  accounts  given  us  of  the  blef- 
•*  fing  of  the  laft  Lord's-fupper.  Some,  who  partook 
*'  of  it  for  the  firft  time,  as  alfo  the  confirmed,  could 
*'  not  fleep  that  night  for  joy  and  comfort  of  heart,  and 
"  expreffed  themfelves  very  fweetly  to  the  reft  concern- 
"  ing  the  grace  they  had  enjoyed.  To  fome  likewife, 
''  who  have  a  great  defire  for  it,  but  cannot  yet  be  ad- 
'*  mittedj  it  caufed  fleeplefs  nights  and  many  tears, 

§  10. 

As  to  externals,  the  Greenlanders  had  a  very  good 
jear,  there  being  fcarce  any  winter,  confidering  the 
climate.  In  January  more  rain  fell  than  fnow,  and 
when  the  fnow  increafed,  it  was  feldom  extreme  cold. 
On.  the  other  hand  towards  fpring,  fo  much  fnow  fell 
and  lay  fo  long,  that  they  were  obliged  to  ufe  fnow- 
ihoes  till  the  end  of  May.  The  Greenlanders  were  ne- 
ver hindered  from  going  to  fea,  and  were  fo  blefled  in 
their  provifions,  that  a  few  only  were  neceflitated  to 
leave  the  fpot  before  the  feafon  for  capelin-fifhing,  when, 
all  hands  muft  betake  themfelves  to  the  teeming  feas. 

For  fome  of  the  laft  years,  I  have  taken  no  notice  of 
what  pafied  in  the  Greenland  congregation  during  this 
their  four  weeks  abfence,  becaufe  the  accounts  of  it, 
though  pleafmg,  are  not  attended  with  much  variety. 
But  at  this  time  I  cannot  omit  giving  a  fliort  fummary 
of  a  helper's  difcourfe  to  the  Greenlanders.  He  faid 
among  other  things :  "  The  grace  which  our  Saviour 
"  confers  upon  us  is  inexpreflible.  He  is  every  day, 
"  nay,  every  hour  with  us.  Indeed  we  cannot  fee 
*'  him  with  the  eyes  of  our  body,  but  our  heart  can  feel 

*'  him. 
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*'  him,  if  we  only  truly  love  him,  and  cleave  to  him, 
*'  juft  as  ye  now  lee  the  angmarfet  do,  fwarming  about 
*'  the  rocks,  and  let  them  be  driven  away  ever  fo  often, 
"  they  return  inftantly  in  great  numbers,  ftriving  to 
*'  reach  the  rocks.  Juft  fo  ought  we  to  cling  to  the 
"  perfon  of  Jefus,  and  fufFer  nothing  to  drive  us  from 
*'  him.  His  blood  has  certainly  power  fufficient  to 
"  keep  us  immovably  with  him." 

The  whole  ended  without  any  hurt  or  misfortune, 
neither  did  any  perifli  in  the  water  this  year,  which  is  a 
rare  cafe  in  Greenland. 

§11. 

Of  the  twelve  that  entered  into  reft,  I  will  only  take 
notice  of  the  following,  for  the  fake  of  fome  particular 
circumftances. 

I.)  Maria  Barbara,  came  hither  with  her  parents  ia 
1751  when  fhe  was  a  girl  twelve  years  old.  She  was 
foon  powerfully  laid  hold  of  by  our  Saviour,  and  bap- 
tized the  next  fpring  in  the  prefence  and  with  the  ap- 
probation of  her  parents.  But  they  afterwards  changing 
their  minds  and  departing  to  the  fouth,  violently  fet 
upon  this  their  daughter,  in  order  to  carry  her  along 
with  them  by  force  or  fraud.  But  as  (he  was  immova- 
ble, and  implored  our  protection  with  many  tears,  the 
parents  were  obliged  to  make  off  without  her,  and  our 
late  fifter  was  very  chearful  and  quiet  with  her  relations 
here  till  the  year  1 754,  when  her  father  and  eldeft  fifter 
came  again  mto  thefe  parts,  and  purpofed  to  fnatch 
her  away  by  ftealth  ;  but  ftie  was  quickly  delivered  from 
this  apprehenfion,  by  their  going  both  ofF  the  ftage  of 
this  world  fhortly  after  their  arrival.  However  there 
was  ftill  a  kinfman,  who  tried  his  utmoft  to  carry  her 
ofF.  But  he  too  was  foon  gathered  to  his  fathers. 
Thus  (he  was  now  refcued  out  of  this  danger,  and  led  a 
comfortable  life  with  her  people.  A  year  agoftie  broke 
a  leg,  became  a  cripple,  and  fell  into  a  confumption. 
She  bore  all  her  affliction  with  refignation,  and  in  a  be- 
lieving expectation  of  a  fpeedy  releafe,  which  tranlla- 
ted  her  into  the  kingdom  of  eternal  life  and  health,  on 
the  6th  of  January,  the  day  of  the  manifeftation  of 
Chrift  to  the  Gentiles. 

2.)  Ste- 
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2.)  Stephen,  a  married  man,  came  hither  with  his 
wife  in  the  year  1749.  Though  he  was  otherwife  one 
of  the  moft  unpoliihed  Greenlanders,  yet,  after  his  bap- 
tifm,  he  was  remarkable  for  his  fimplicity,  childlikenefs 
and  fincerity  of  heart  towards  our  Saviour  and  the  bre- 
thren. Therefore  he  alfo  profpered,  nor  was  fubject 
to  fo  many  vicifHtudes,  as  feveral  others  were.  And 
thus  by  degrees  he  attained  fuch  an  agreeable  nature 
and  temper,  even  outwardly,  that  it  was  apleafureto  every 
one  to  have  any  converfe  with  him.  Since  laft  year  he 
v/as  one  of  our  molt  fenfible  and  trufly  helpers,  but  at 
laft,  falling  ill  of  a  confumption,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  do  much  more.  It  was  often  a  great  grief  to  him> 
that  he  was  not  able  to  frequent  the  meetings,  and  there- 
fore he  longed  for  a  fpeedy  deliverance,  which  was 
granted  him  to  his  fmgular  joy, November  the  yth.  I  will 
juft  note  the  following  lines  out  of  a  letter  he  wrote  this 
ipring :  "  I  am  poor,  and  yet  chearful  and  happy,  for 
"  I  continually  meditate  in  my  heart  upon  our  Saviour. 
*'  His  blood  and  fufferings  alone  are  what  rejoice  my 
"  heart  and  preferve  me  from  evil.  Hence  it  is  that 
*'  there  is  nothing  better  for  my  heart,  than  when  he 
*'  feeds  and  nourifties  me  with  his  body  and  blood. 
"  I  thank  him  that  he  has  endued  me  with  his  mind, 
"  and  befeech  him  to  be  conftantly  near  me." 

3.)  John  Ludwig,  a  child  of  four  years  old,  in  whom 
a  tender  heart  was  perceptible.  Laft  autumn  he  was 
thrown  down  upon  a  rock  by  a  fudden  guft  of  wind, 
whereby  his  back  was  broke,  fo  that  he  could  not  go, 
and  at  laft  grew  double.  In  his  ficknefs  he  faid  to  his 
parents  :  "  i  w'lU  go  hence,"  and  on  his  father's  alking 
him  :  *'  Whither  wilt  thou  go?"  he  replied  :  *'  To  the 
•'  dear  Lamb."  He  fpoke  continually  of  it,  and  how 
he  would  kifs  our  Saviour's  wounds ;  and  when  he  loft 
his  fpeech,  he  ftill  pointed  with  his  finger  to  his  fide, 
and  to  his  hands,  and  by  a  pleafant  countenance  gave  us 
to  underftand,  what  a  joyful  fenfe  he  had  of  the  blifs, 
*'  Soon  near  at  hand  to  greet — Chrift's  fide  and  hands 
"  and  feet." 

4.)  Judith  alias  IfTek,  a  happy  heart,  charmed  with 
the  paiiion  of  Jefus,  and  the  firft  blefied  overfeer  of  the 
fmgle  fifters  choir  at  New-Herrnhuth :  She  was  born 

iu 
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m  the  fouth,  and  came  in  the  year  1741  into  thefe  parts. 
She  was  formerly  a  very  pattern  of  a  it  up  id  heathenefs  j 
and  being  once  afked,  whether  fhe  was  fenfible  of  no 
defire  in  her  foul  after  her  Creator  and  Saviour?  fhe 
replied  :  fhe  did  not  underftand  that,  fhe  had  left  her 
foul  behind  in  the  fouth.  The  late  Sarah,  who  depart- 
ed to  her  Lord  at  Herrnhuth  in  Uppcr-Lufatia,  being 
her  own  fifter,  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  get  her  away  from 
the  favages  to  her,  and  took  much  pains  in  recommend- 
ing our  Saviour  to  her,  and  endeavouring  to  awaken  a 
longing  in  her  foul  after  him,  in  which  fhe  was  fuccefs- 
ful.  C*ur  deceafed  fifter  v/as  pofl'efTed  of  finglenefs  of 
mind,  got  acquainted  with  her  depraved  flate,  and,  like 
a  little  child,  was  prefently  encouraged  to  put  her  whole 
truft  and  confidence  in  the  unfeen  Friend  of  Tinners. 
She  was  often  difcovered  in  fome  folitary  place  with  wet 
eyes ;  fhe  fignified  her  defire  to  be  baptized  with  tears, 
and  was  made  partaker  of  this  blefling  in  the  Chriftmas 
holidays  1742,  from  that  time  fhe  proceeded  flcdfaflly 
in  grace,  and  begun  to  learn  to  read,  but  often  wept 
favourily  at  her  unaptnefs,  and  flow  progrefs.  In  the 
year  1747,  fhe  travelled  with  her  fifler  and  brother-in- 
law  to  Germany,  and  there  was  firfl  admitted  to  the 
Holy  Communion.  She  was  beloved  by  every  one  where- 
€ver  fhe  came,  and  received  more  benefit  in  fecret  from 
the  blefTings  of  the  church,  fo  far  as  fhe  could  enjoy  and 
iinderfland  of  them,  than  appeared  outwardly.  At  her 
return  in  the  year  1749,  her  country-people  foon  per- 
ceived from  her  ferenity  of  mind,  and  chearful  walk, 
that  our  Saviour  had  bellowed  particular  grace  on  her. 
Now  as  fhe  had  feen  in  the  churches  the  beautiful  re- 
gulation of  the  choirs,  it  was  her  concern,  to  come  into 
better  order  alfo  with  her  Greenland  fillers.  They 
therefore  built  a  houfe  the  fame  autumn,  in  which  fhe 
kept  good  order  and  overlight.  It  was  her  heart's  great 
concern,  that  her  lifters  might  always  lead  a  regular 
and  happy  life;  fhe  rejoiced  heartily  at  their  profpe- 
rity,  and  was  in  her  laft  years  fometimes  uneafy,  that 
on  account  of  her  hardnefs  of  hearing,  fhe  could  not 
hear  all  that  pafTed.  She  was  often  afflicted  with  fpit- 
ting  of  blood,  but  yet  fhe  gave  «s  no  intimation,  that 
(he  believed  fhe  fhould  foon  depart  to  her  Saviour,  be- 
VoL.  il.  T  fore 
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fore  the  prefent  year,  when  flie  often  fpoke  with  great 
fatisfaition  of  her  approaching  diflolution.  The  laft 
quarter  of  a  year  fhe  moftly  kept  her  bed,  but  was  very 
happy,  and  when  for  the  two  laft  times  the  holy  facra- 
ment  was  adminiftered  to  her  on  her  fick-bed,  (he  was 
repleniflied  with  extraordinary  joy  in  expecStation  of  her 
laft  fummons,  which  followed  06fober  13,  while  her 
fjfters  were  keeping  a  heart-affe^Ling  liturgy  around  her. 

The  following  extract  from  fome  of  her  letters  may 
iiluftrate  the  ftate  of  her  mind. 

"  I  am  fenfible  of  my  infufficiency,  but  at  the  fame 
*'  time  feel  that  our  Saviour  loves  me,  and  is  rendering 
"  my  heart  conformable  to  his  will.  And  therefore, 
*'  with  all  my  indigence,  1  will  adhere  unto  him.  If 
•''  he  had  not  fought  and  chofen  me,  I  Ihould  ftill  have 
*'  remained  in  darknefs.  When  1  confider  this,  my 
*'  eyes  pour  forth  tears.  My  dear  Saviour,  I  have  no 
'*  other  joy,  but  in  thee  and  in  thy  blood  alone.  This 
*'  inflames  my  heart,  Szc." 

*'  I  poor  creature  conftantly  abide  as  a  poor  fmner  in 
■*'  my.  Saviour,  and  he  keeps  my  heart  ever  chearful  and 
**  pure  with  his  blood.  I  know,  if  he  did  not  do  fo, 
*'  I  fhould  he  capable  <;f  every  thing  that  is  bad.  There- 
**  fore  my  defire  is,  always  to  feel  our  Saviour's  fuffer- 
"  ings  and  love  in  my  heart,  wherein  is  the  greateft 
"  fatisfacSlion  and  life,  &c." 

*'  When  I  reflcdf,  that  our  Saviour  redeem.ed  us  with 
"  his  blood,  1  thank  him  moft  heartily.  And  notwith- 
*'  ftanding  1  am  a  poor  wretched  child,  he  ftrengthens 

"  my  weak  heart  with  his  body  and  blood, This 

"  winter  I  have  been  very  weak  in  body,  and  often 
*'  had  fpitting  of  blood.  1  then  thought :  Now  I  ftiall 
*'  go  to  my  Saviour,  and  often  rejoiced  greatly  at  it. 
*'  But  now  that  my  Saviour  reftores  my  bodily  health 
*'  a  little,  I  thank  him  for  that  too,  and  will  yield  my- 
"  felf  up  wliolly  to  hisdifpofal,  &t." 

"  I  have  been  very  happy  this  winter  with  my  fifters, 
*'  and  whenever  they  were  together,  they  thanked  our 
*'  Saviour  for  his  grace,  and  employed  themfelves  in 
'*  difcou.ifing  of  his  fufFerings.  I  fometimes  tell  them, 
*'  that  the  ilfters  o\'er  the  great  waters  have  no  other 
*'  aim,  but  to  pleafe  our  Saviour  and  live  unto  him. 

"  We 
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^^  We  then  wifh  :  Ah  !  if  we  Joved  him  fo  too  !  Many 
"  of  the  new  ones  are  baptized,  and  we  have  taken 
**  ten  into  our  houfe,  who  afford  me  much  joy.  Sic." 

*'  All  my  fifters  here  greet  you.  Though  they  do 
''  not  know  you,  yet  they  often  think  of  you.  They 
"  are  afhamed  on  account  of  their  wretchednefs,  but 
"  have  confident  hearts  unto  our  dear  Saviour,  that  he 
"  will  make  them  continually  more  agreeable  and  plea- 
'*  fmg  unto  him.     When  we  meet  together  before  him, 

'*  we  feel  his  prefence. My  dear  Saviour  leads  me 

*'  poor  weak  child,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  tends  and  nur- 
*'  fes  me.  At  which  I  am  often  aftoiiifhed,  but  greatly 
*'^  comforted,  &;c." 

Two  days  before  her  end  flie  diilated  the  following 
letter  to  a  fifter,  that  had  been  very  dear  to  her  in 
Europe. 

"  My  dear  A.  C.  I  now  fend  you  the  laft  kifs  out 
*'  of  my  heart.  I^>'Iy  tabernacle  is  exceedingly  weaken- 
"  ed  and  decayed  by  ficknefs,  but  I  meditate  continu- 
*■'■  ally  on  my  Saviour's  fufferings,  and  rejoice  greatly 
.'■'•  in  the  profpe6l  of  that  bleffed  moment,  when  he  will 
-"  call  me;  and  that  I  f hall  now  fee  his  v/ounds  with 
"  my  eyes,  for  I  am  redeemed  with  his  precious  blood. 
"  Although  I  fhould  have  been  willing  to  tarry  a  little 
*'  longer  with  my  fifters,  yet  I  leave  it  to  our  Saviour; 
*'  and  my  greateil  inclination  and  defire  is,  to  be  with 
*'  him.  When  I  contemplate  the  particular  grace  of 
"  our  Saviour,  which  I  have  enjoyed  here  upon  earth 
"  in  his  congregation,  my  eves  overflow  with  tears :  I 
"  love  him,  and  fliall  love  him  without  ceafing.  I 
"  once  more  falute  all  the  fifters,  that  are  with  you.  I 
"  now  feel  myfelf  too  weak  to  proceed  farther,"  your 
dear  Judith. 


T  2.  Idi 


t^ 
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The  twenty-seventh  Year,  1759. 

§  I. 

A  Gain  frequent   opportunities   offered   this  year   of 
proclaiming  the  gofpel  to  entirely  rough,  heathen  ; 
bccaufe  many  fouthlanders   as  they  paffed  to,  and  from 
the  north,  came  to    pay   vifits    to   their    relations  and 
couatrv-folks    in    New-Herrnhuth.     From    the   end   of 
June   to  the  beginning  of  Auguft  fcarce  a  day   paffed 
without  forae  of  thefe  guefts,  and  though  their  hearts 
lay  in  the  thickeft  darknefs,  and  their  minds  were  intent, 
upon  other  things,  and  their  behaviour  was  wild,  rude 
and  reftlefs ;  however  fome  of  them  always  attended  the 
public    preaching   of  the    gofpel.      And   though    favage 
Greenlanders  cannot  be  fuppofcd  to  comprehend  much 
of  a  luhject  addrefltd  to  a  believing  audience,  vet  their 
willingnefs  to  lend  an    ear  was  a  token,  that  they  had 
conceived  no  prejudice  nor  averfion  to  the  truth  ;  and  it 
was  obfervable  in  many,  that  the  bare  feeing  and  hear- 
ing a  reiifonable  fervice  of  God,  made  a  certain  impreflion 
upon   them,  which,  at  that  time,  they  did   not  under- 
ftand.     Neither  was  the  convcrfation  of  their  believing 
country-men,  who  accolled  them  vigoroufly,  in  vain  ;  at 
Icaft  what  they  had  not  rightly  apprehended  in  the  public 
difcourfe,  was  by  this  means  more  fully  explained  to  them. 
For  inftance,  1  find  it. once  faid  :  *•'  After  fermon  feveral 
"  fouthlanders,  who  had   frequently   heard   the    word, 
'"  \  ifited   us.     We  aflced  them,  if  they  had  ever  heard 
**  before  of  our  Siiviour?  One  f;\id  :   '■'  No,  but  we  have 
*'  heard  of  one,  that  is  called  God."     Now  as  we  were 
"  about  to  recommend   the    atonement  of  Jefus   unto 
*'  thrm,  he  faid  to  a  Greenland  helper,  that  lliood  by  : 
"  Do  ihou  fpeak  to  us,  our  ears  are  -incapable  of  un- 
*'  derftandin^  the  Europeans."     This  was   quite  agree- 
able to  our  Greenland  brother ;  and  he  teflified  of  him, 
who  had  given  himfelf  up  to  death  for  our  fms,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  it  was  a  cordial  joy  to  hear  him.  He  many 
times,  repeated  :  "  So  dead  and   flupid,  as  ye  now  are, 
"  was  X  too  formerly;  but   when  I  heard   from   thefe 

"  my 
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**  my  teachers,  that  there  is  a  Saviour,  who  has  pur- 
*'  chafed  falvation  for  poor  mifcrahle  men,  I  rejoiced  at 
**  it,  and  prayed  to  him,  and  he  gavT  me  an  open  heart 
*'  and  ears  to  hear  and  to  undcrliand.  And  now  ye 
*'  may  eafily  fee,  that  I  am  happy,  and  I  can  v/ifl^  you 
*'  nothing  better,  than  that  ye  ahb  might  fubmit  to  be 
*'  made  happy."  Our  Saviour  owned  this  teftimonv, 
and  many  a  deep  figh  broke  forth  from  the  favages 
againft:  their  wills.  Among  them  were  the  brothers  of 
Chriftina  mentioned  in  the  year  1750,  §  9.  who  forci- 
bly dragged  her  away  from  the  northern  million  j  but 
they  now  behaved  quite  peaceably. 

Another  time  it  is  faid  :  "  Many  things  were  fpokcn 
**  with  fome  fouth-country  people  of  our  Saviour.  A 
*'  young  man  was  fo  feized,  that  his  whole  body  begun. 
"  to  tremble,  and  he  faid  :  "  I  would  gladly  be  the 
*'  Saviour's,  but  my  people  always  keep  me  back." 
*'  The  moft  of  them  hearken  attentively,  when  we 
*'  make  known  unto  them  the  death  of  the  Lord,  and 
*'  come  alfo  into  the  public  morning  and  evcning-meet- 
•'  ings.  But  when  they  are  afked,  if  they  do  not  chuic 
*'  to  live  a  winter  here,  or  nigh  at  hand,  and  vlfit  us  ? 
*'  they  have  various  excufes  ;  for  inftance,  that  there 
•'  are  not  fo  many  rein -deer  hereabouts,  as  in  the  fouth  ; 
**  that  they  had  eaten  none  for  a  long  time,  and  they 
*'  could  not  overcome  their  longing  after  that  flefh  ;  but 
*'  when  they  had  eaten  their  fill  of  it,  they  would  come 
*'  again,  and  hear  more  of  their  Creator." 

But  the  greateft  part  were  thrown  into  a  panic.  For 
a  Greenlander  of  Difko-bay,  who  had  been  with  a 
whalefiflier  to  Amfterdam,  and  came  back  this  year, 
fpread  a  rumour,  that  next  fpiing  many  fliips  would 
come  and  kill  all  the  Europeans,  and  all  the  Green- 
landers  too  that  they  met  with  among  them.  There- 
fore the  Greenlanders,  that  would  fave  their  lives, 
fhould  flee  to  the  fouth.  This  falfe  alarm  made  many 
heathens  hurry  away  out  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
miflions  ;  above  twenty  boats  of  fouthlanders,  who  were 
come  into  our  parts,  haftened  back  attain,  and  almoil 
all  in  Kangek  went  along  with  them.  But  yet  four.per- 
fons  of  thoie  fojourners  who  were  uijder  nobody's  com- 
mand, ftayed  ia  New-Herrnhuth. 

T  :?  ^  2. 
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However  before  the  neighbouring  heathen  fled,  many 
payed  vifits  from  time  to  time,  and  the  word  of  life  was 
clofely  addrefled  to  their  hearts  ane.v,  and  always  had  its 
eifect  on  fome,  though  often  in  a  flow  manner.  Again, 
when  our  Greenland-helpers  were  abroad  providing  the 
necefl'aries  of  lite,  they  were  obliged  to  take  up  a  night's 
Jodgii.g  with  fome  of  them,  and  were  often  defired  to 
fay  fomcwhat  to  them.  I  find  fuch  accounts  now  and 
then  in  the  diary :  "  The  brethren,  who  have  for  fome 
*'  time  been  catching  willocks  in  Kangek,  gave  us  ma- 
"  ny  joyful  accounts  of  the  inhabitants,  viz.  that  they 
^'  found  many  defirous  hearers  among  them,  who  in- 
*'  treated  them  to  pray  and  fmg  ;  that  thisga\'e  them  an 
**  opportunity  of  proclaiming  the  paffion  of  God  with 
**  joyful  hearts." — *'  Our  helper  Daniel  has  again  deli- 
*'  vered  a  teftimony  of  our  Saviour  of  late  in  Kookcernen. 
"  One  particular  family  gave  him  great  pleafure,  efpe- 
*'  cially  the  pretty  children,  who  would  be  glad  to  live 
*'  with  us.  Some  weeks  after,  he  found  the  woman  of 
*'  the  houfe  deeply  concerned.  She  figni-fied  her  de- 
"  fire  for  baptifm  with  tears ;  but  her  hufband  is  quite 
*'  otherwife- minded.  And  befides,  there  is  another 
"  man  in  the  houfe,  who  difcovers  his  enmity  againft 
**  the  brethren  and  their  doctrine  on  every  occafion, 
*'  and  endeavours  to  keep  back  the  reft." 

Two  of  our  Greenlanders,  difpatched  with  letters 
from  the  merchant  to  Fifher's-bay  and  Frederic's-Hope, 
on  their  pafl^age  met  with  an  opportunity  in  feveral  pla- 
ces, to  fnew  forth  the  death  of  the  Lord,  and  they  were 
generally  defircd  to  do  it  by  the  favages. 

One,  that  returned  home  from  the  bay,  related  that 
Perfok,  a  heathen  that  has  been  long  acquainted  with 
us,  had  talked  with  him  almoft  a  whole  night.  Among 
other  things  he  faid  :  He  was  now  as  eager  after  hearing 
what  is  good,  as  the  fea-birds  are  after  the  fifties,  who 
fwallow  them  whole  for  eagernefs  ;  yet  he  confefl'ed 
his  thoughts  were  ftill  divided.  However,  ere  three  weeks 
were  at  an  end,  the  good  thoughts  prevailed,  and  he 
moved  with  his  whole  family  to  the  brethren. 

The  fingle  vifits  paid  to  the  few  heathen  ftill  left  be- 
hind, h;id  however  cffcded  fo  much,  that  at  the  end  of 

the 
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the  year  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  increaied  with 
twenty-five  perfons  j  and  ten  of  them  gave  indications 
of  a  particular  work  of  grace  in  their  hearts,  and  were 
already  received  among  the  baptifmal  candidates. 

§3- 

In  hopes  that  It  may  be  acceptable  to  many,  I  will 
proceed  to  remark  fuch  pafiages,  as  firuck  me  in  the 
perufal,  concerning  the  internal  procefs  of  the  congre- 
gation. 

I  find  it  faid  of  the  unbaptized  :  "  February  3, 
*'  we  had  twenty-one  of  them  together,  and  fpoke  in 
*'  a  plain  and  hearty  manner  with  them.  When  we 
"  interrogate  them  about  their  hearts,  and  their  {cnie 
*'  of  our  Saviour,  they  are  ready  with  their  anfwer,  and 
"  tell  us  in  a  quite  natural  and  direcl  way,  what  they 
*'  have  had  a  living   experience  of,  and    what  is  ftill 

"  ftrange  and  unknown  to  them." "  In  a  helpers 

"  conference  various  things  were  related  of  our  neweft 
*'  inhabitants.  The  above-mentioned  Perfok  had  faid, 
*'  that  being  with  the  baptized  catching  capelins,  he 
"  was  prefent  at  their  praying  the  litany.  And  the 
"  words  :  'Thy  agony  and  bloody  Jiueat,  comfort  us^  dear  Lord 
*'  and  God,  penetrated  his  heart  fo  deeply,  that  he  often 
*'  dreamt  of  it  fince  then,  and  was  fometimes  fo  con- 
"  cerned  to  obtain  that  comfort,  that  he  could  not  fleep. 
"  His  wife  in  like  manner  is  very  defirous  of  baptifm. 
*'  Since  that  time  both  of  them  are  frequently  comino- 
**  to  enquire,  if  the  hour  will  not  foon  ftrike  for  their 
*'  admiffion  to  baptifm,  at  leaft  for  their  previous  re- 
*'  ception  as  candidates,  and  allure  us,  that  their  chil- 
*'  dren  often  fpeak  of  it  too." 

In  autumn  all  the  inhabitants,  according  to  cuftom, 
were  fpoken  with,  and  then  it  is  faid  of  the  young  men 
and  boys  :  *'  They  were  upright,  tender  and  covered 
*'  v/ith  fhame,  and  the  hearts  of  moft  were  rejoiced  at 
*'  the  prefervation  they  found  in  the  wounds  of  Jefus. 
"  They  confefled  ingenuoully  and  with  many  tears, 
"  whatever  had  befallen  one  or  another  the  precedin(> 
"  fummer.  One  faid  :  He  had  fome  time  ago  befougbt 
*'  our  Saviour  to  forgive  his  tranfgreflions,  and  to  wafh 
**  him  anew  with  his  blood.  And  our  Saviour  had 
T  4.  *'  alf« 
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"^  alfo  drawn  near  to  him  again,  but  yet  his  heart  had 
**  never  been  truly  eafy  and  comforted,  becaufe  he  had 
*'  not  contelied  his  faults.  But  liovv  he  had  done  this, 
*'  he  was  as  lightfome,  as  if  he  had  been  difcharged  of 
*'  a  heavy  burden,  and  he  believed  he  fhould  now  be 
*'  quite  chearful  again.  The  maternal  labour  of  the 
•'  Holy  Spirit,  was  at  this  time  in  a  particular  manner 
•'  obfervable  in  them,  and  we  found  that  the  perpetual 
"  nearnefs  of  our  Saviour  in  his  dying  form  was  more 
*'  and  more  an  indifpenfably  neceflary  point  to  them." 

Now  as  the  Greenlanders  are  naturally  a  clofe  and 
refei-\'ed  people,  and  it  requires  great  pains  to  learn  their 
meaning,  even  in  mere  natural  things,  which  is  often 
to  be  gathered  rather  from  their  mien  than  their  fliort 
abrupt  anfwers ;  fo  much  the  more  ought  we  to  value 
the  gift  of  open-hcartcdnefs  in  thefe  young  beginners, 
and  their  owning  and  confeffing  their  own  peculiar  bad 
fituation,  which  the  felf-lo^e  of  all  the  defcendants  of 
Adam,  be  they  of  what  nation  foever,  prompts  them 
to  wrap  up  in  the  thickeft  obfcurity  ;  and  this  grace  dis- 
plays itfelf  even  in  the  quite  fmall  children.  As  a  proof 
of  this,  I  find  it  thus  laid  :  "  We  fpolce  alfo  with  the 
*'  boys  betwixt  four  and  twelve  years  old,  and  found 
*'  many  amiable  children  among  them,  who  have  a 
*'  tender  love  for  the  dear  Lamb  of  God  and  his  wounds, 
*'  and  a  clear  look  withal ;  I  might  alfo  add,  a  good 
*^  underftanimg ,  and  gift  of  exprefling  themfelves. 
*'  One  of  fix  years  old  laid  :  I  will  honeflly  confefs, 
"  that  I  fometimes  behave  ill.  When  fuch  or  fuch 
"  tcaze  me,  I  fpeak  roughly  to  them  j  but  if  they  fl:ill 
*'  will  not  let  me  alone,  I  grow  angry,  and  render 
*'  them  like  for  like.  My  heart  is  not  well,  but  is  har-. 
*'  dened  by  it.  But  when  I  go  to  our  Saviour,  and 
*'  prav  him  to  foften  my  heart  truly  with  his  blood.  I 
"  am  well  again." 

And  I  miul  take  this  occafion  to  remark,  that  the 
youni;  Greenlanders,  born  in  New-Herrnhuth,  bapti- 
zed in  their  infancy  and  kept  to  fchool,  differ  very  len- 
fibly  from  fuch  as  are  come  hither  pretty  big  children 
from  amang  the  heathen. 

§4" 
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.    §^-., 

Among  other  things  it  is  laid  of  the  communicants : 

^'  At  thii  rime  they  had  in  a  quite  particular  manner, 
*'  tender  and  melted  hearts.  Some  faid  with  tears : 
"  Ah  i  I  now  begin  to  feel  how  truly  poor  and  wretch- 
<*  ed  I  am  :"  or,  "  I  grow  better  and  better  acquainted 
*'  with  my  own  heart,  the  mere  I  am  acquainted  with 

*'  my  Saviour." "  i  am  afharned,  that  I  am  flill  fo 

*'  bad,  and  yet  our  Saviour  is  fo  good  to  me."  Others 
faid  :  *'  I  have  long  fincereiy  defired,  again  to  eat  and 
*'  to  drink  the  body  and  blood  of  our  Saviour ;  the  oft- 
*'  encr  i  p-rtalce  thereof,  the  more  does  my  heart  hunger 
"  after  him." 

An  thcr  time  it  is  faid :  "  At  the  fpeaking  with  the 
**  communicants  it  was  mamfeft,  that  in  general  the 
"  Holy  Spirit  is  carrying  on  a  blefied  and  delightful 
*'  work  in  'heir  hearts,  and  imparting  to  them  a  deeper 
"  knowledc:e  of  their  own  corruption,  and  a  more  blef- 
*'  fed  and  indifp^nfably  neceflary  participation  of  his 
'*  merits  and  of  the  daily  communion  with  the  Man  of 
*'  forrows.  Their  happy  fenfe  of  his  nearnefs,  and  their 
*'  joy  in  the  Lord,  was  difcernible  on  the  very  fore- 
**  heads  of  fom-."  Again.  "  At  the  preparatory  fpeak- 
**  ing,  the  brethren  and  fiflrers  were  found  particularly 
**  open  and  fenfible  of  their  fmfulnefs,  but  yet  of  good 
"  cheer  and  in  a  difpofition  fmcerely  longing  after  the 
^'  facr«mental  enjoyment  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Je- 
**  fus ;  whicii  we  looked  upon  as  an  evident  token  of 
*'  the  unwearied  labour  of  the  omniprefent  Teacher, 
**  even  at  the  time,  when  they  are  fcattered  among  the 
*'  heathen ;  therefore  we  had  the  fatiifa6lion  at  prefent, 
f  of  having  no  occafion  to  exclude  any  one  from  the 
*'  holy  communion."  But  another  time  it  is  faid  :  "  We 
*'  were  obliged  to  deal  flricSly  with  m'any,  and  to  refufe 
*'  feven  perfons  the  Lord's-fupper,  on  account  of  ill  be- 
*'  haviour,  and  an  apparent   unfeeling  ftate  of  heart." 

Nov/  this  treatment  was  commonly  followed  with  a 
fpeedy  wholfome  effect.  The  helper  among  the  wi- 
dows gave  the  following  relation  :  Going  out  with  fome 
of  her  fillers  to  gather  bill-berries,  fhe  miffed  one  of 
them,  and  after  long  feeking,  found  her  behind  a  rock 
fying  upon  her  face,  weeping  and  praying.  On  aflcing 

the 
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the  reafon,  fhe  anfwered  :  "  I  was  the  laft  time  exclud- 
*'  ed  from  the  Lord's-fupper,  and  now  I  am  greatly 
"  afraid,  left  I  fhould  not  have  leave  to  go  to  it  the 
**  next  time ;  and  I  would  not  willingly  be  deprived  of 
**  it  any  longer.  Therefore  I  was  praying  to  our  Sa- 
*'  viour."  And  he  alfo  heard  her  prayer,  and  denied 
her  approach  to  hi;  facred  body  and  blood  no  longer. 

Again  it  is  faid  :  "  We  had  to-day  a  quite  fingular 
"  helpers-conference ;  many  very  rejoicing  and  com- 
*'  forting,  but  fome  grievous  and  painful  matters  oc- 
"  curred.  Thanks  and  bowednefs,  joy  and  forrow 
*'  were  mixt  together.  Afterwards  we  fpoke  to  a  wo- 
*'  man,  in  the  prefence  of  her  hufband,  concerning  her 
*'  prcfent  fituation,  and  admonifhed  her,  no  longer  to 
"  withhold  her  heart  from  our  Saviour,  but  to  give  it 
"  wholly  up  to  him,  that  (he  might  lead  a  regular  and 
*'  happy  life.  At  firfl:  fhe  was  pretty  ftubborn  and  in- 
"  fenfible,  but  at  laft  fne  burft  into  a  flood  of  tears,  and 
*'  promifed  to  give  herfelf  up  anew  to  our  Saviour."  ■ 
"  After  fome  time,  fhe  came  very  early  to  a  fifter,  wept 
*'  abundantly  on  account  of  her  depravity,  and  faid, 
*'  that  now  be'ng  come  to  a  thorough  fenfe  of  the  un- 
*'  happy  condition  (he  was  in,  fhe  could  not  fleep  the 
"  whole  night ;  but  from  henceforward  fhe  would  not 
"  reft,  till  our  Saviour  had  beftowed  his  grace  and  fa* 
*'  vour  upon  her  and  given  her  an  obedient  heart." 

Of  the  helpers  band  it  is  faid  ;  *'  We  perceived  to-day 
*'  the  prefence  of  our  Saviour  among  us  in  a  particular- 
*'  ly  fenfible  and  humbling  manner.  The  helpers  were 
*'  exceeding  chearful.  We  have  among  them  fome  re- 
*'  markably  diftinguifhed  and  gifted  people,  for  whom 
"  we  owe  our  Saviour  abundant  thanks.  And  the  beft 
"  of  ail  is,  that  they  do  not  defcry  in  themfelves  the 
*'  gifts  which  our  Saviour  has  conferred  upon  them  for 
"  the  benefit  of  their  people,  and  which  we  know  the 
*'  beft."  Another  time  it  is  faid :  *'  The  other  matters 
*''  were  not  the  moft  agreeable ;  however  we  rejoiced 
"  at  the  faithfulnefs  of  our  helpers,  in  timely  entruft- 
"  ing  to  our  ears  whatfoever  might  tend  to  the  difho- 
'"  nour  of  our  Saviour,  if  not  quickly  prevented." 
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§5. 

This  year  John  Beck  and  his  wife  returned  from  vl- 
fiting  the  churches  in  Germany,  bringing  with  them  an 
acceptable  prefent  to  the  Greenlanders,  viz.  The  tranjia- 
tion  6f  the  riarraUve  of  our  Lor^s  pajfion  according  to  the  bar" 
many  of  the  four  evangeli/is,  and  a  jmall  hymn-book,  confift- 
ing  of  antient  and  mcidern  hymns,  which  he  with  the 
■afliftance  of  other  brethren,  had  tranflated  from  time  to 
time,  and  had  now  gut  printed  anew.  With  him  came 
alfo  a  new  afiiilant  i;i  :he  fundlion  of  the  miffion,  par- 
ticularly in  the  labour  among  the  young  men,  viz.  Hen- 
ry Huekel  from  Moravia  *.  At  the  fame  time  Matthew 
Stach,  and  with  him  Jens  Haven,  came  on  a  vifit  from 
the  new  congregation  at  Fifher's-Inlet,  in  order  to  con- 
cert meafures  refpecling  the  concernments  of  his  con- 
gregation, with  the  reft  of  the  miflionaries,  efpecially 
with  Fiederic  Boehnifch,  who  was  foon  going  with  his 
wife  on  a  vifit  to  Germany. 

The  Danifh  miilionary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bruun,  who 
came  in  the  year  1752,  to  the  colony  of  Good-Hope, 
intended  to  return  with  his  family  in  the  fame  fhip. 
The  farewel  was  very  friendly  and  affecting,  and  he 
particularly  defired  the  brethren  to  treat  his  fucceffor  in 
the  fame  manner  they  had  conftantly  done  him,  which 
they  gave  him  the  ftrongefl:  aflurance  of.  But  on  his 
arrival  with  the  fh:p  at  the  next  colony  Zukkertop,  he 
learnt,  that  his  fucceffor,  who  was  to  come  from  Difko, 
was  not  likely  to  come ;  and  therefore  he  let  his  family 
go  without  him  to  Copenhagen,  and  returned  to  Good- 
Hope.  The  next  year  he  was  relieved  by  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Gregerfen,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  minifter  of 
Slagelfe  in  Zeeland. 

This  year  forty  fouls,  including  twelve  children  and 
alfo  the  deacon  Scerenfen's  little  fon,  were  added  to  the 
congregation  by  the  laver  of  holy  baptifm.  On  the 
other  hand,  no  more  than  twelve  departed  this  life,  a- 

*  They  brought  three  llieep  with  them  from  Copenhagen,  in  order  t» 
make  a  trial  of  raifing  a  fmall  ftock,  which  fucceeded  very  well,  and  as 
the  number  of  rein-deer  is  daily  diminifhin^,  they  are  of  great  fervice  to 
them, 

mong 
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mong  whom  two  were  loft  at  Tea  in  their  kajaks.  The 
following  call  for  a^  more  cii-cumftantial  notice. 

1.)  Aines,  a  married  woman,  came  in  the  year 
1745,  from  the  fouth,  and  immediately  upon  hearing 
the  gofpel,  difcovered  an  earneft  defue  after  our  Saviour, 
%vas  baptized  the  fame  ye;.r,  and  admitted  to  the  holy 
eommunion  in  1748.  She  v\'as  twice  married,  and  ahelper 
among  her  own  fex.  Theitate  of  her  heart  may  appear  from 
the  following  letter,  wrote  in  the  year  1752.  "  I  amena- 
*'  bled  to  rejoice  daily,  fmce  I  know  that  I  have  a  Saviour,. 
•'  and  that  I  have  no"'  nothing  elfe  to  crave  while  I  am 
*'  upon  earth.  Oh  ■  had  I  not  him,  nor  felt  him,  I  fhould 
**  be  like  a  dead  crea.are.  Whenever  I  eat  the.  body  of 
**  Jefus  and  drink  his  blood,  I  feel  a  new  life  in  me. 
**  I  was  aifo  exceeding  glad  that  our  teachers  John  and 
*'  Matthew  vifited  us,  and  fliall  not  forget  them  ;  but 
*'  I  {hall  fet  my  Saviour  moft  of  all  before  me.  We  are 
*'  well  allured,  that  if  we  had  not  him^  we  could  not; 
*'  be  happy.  I  know  that  I  have  a  defirous  heart  after 
**  Jefu's  blood,  and  that  I  have  no  other  Saviour  but 
*'■  him  who  (bed  his  blood.  Him  I  love,  becaufe  he  re- 
**■  deem.ed  me,  and  chofe  me  out  of  the  heathen.  And 
'*'  becaufe  he  loved  me,  I  v/iU  love  him  again  with  all 
*'  my  heart." 

Three  years  ago  fhe  loft  the  ufe  of  her  limbs ;  this 
difabled  her  from  attending  the  meetings,  and  obliged 
her  to  forego  many  things,  which  gave  her  much  con- 
cern i  but  yet,  at  the  celebration  of  the  blefled  fupper  of 
tlie  Lord,  fhe  was,  as  often  as  pofTible,  carried  into  the 
meeting-hall,  or  conducted  thither  on  a  fledge,  becaufe 
fhe  chofe  rather  to  partake  of  it  with  the  whole  congre- 
gation than  at  home  by  herfelf.  She  was  refigned  in  all 
her  fufferings  ;  and  it  was  a  pleafure  to  fee  and  fpeak 
with  her,  particularly  when  the  Lord's- fupper  was  ad- 
miniftered  to  her  at  home,  at  which  time  after  reception 
of  the  elements,  fhe  would  turn  round  upon  her  face  in 
her  bed,  and  adore  the  Lord  with  many  tears.  At  laft 
fhe  earneftly  longed  for  her  rcleafe,  which  came  to  pafs 
at  a  time  thofe  prefent  leaft  expetfled  it. 

2)  Hedwig,  a  widow,  came  in  the  year  1753  with 
her  hufband  and  children  from  the  north.  In  the  be- 
ginning it  feemed  as  if  nothing  was  to  be  done  with  her, 

and 
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and  our  Saviour  was  obliged  to  knock  long  at  the  door 
of  her  heart,  before  (he  opened  to  him  and  was  bapti- 
zed. Nay,  afterwards,  at  the  time  of  her  hufband's  de- 
ceafe  ;  fhe  behaved  in  a  pretty  heathenifh  manner  on  the 
Dccafion.  Soon  after,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  grievous 
leprofy,  which  fhe  was  forced  to  labour  under  till  her 
end  ;  infomuch  that  fhe  and  her  two  children,  who  were 
likewife  infected,  were  obliged  to  live  quite  by  them- 
felves,  and  the  laft:  years  fhe  could  not  come  to  any 
meeting  by  reafon  of  the  intolerable  fmell.  However  fhe 
was  frequently  vifited  ;  and  this  teftimony  may  be  given 
her,  that  notwithftanding  her  miferable  cafe  externally, 
her  heart  grev/  more  and  more  tender  and  defirous  of  our 
Saviour.  Her  defire  was  alfo  fatisfied.  She  laid  hold 
of  our  Saviour  by  faith,  relied  on  him  as.  a  loft  finner, 
and  frequently  fpoke  of  his  love  with  tears.  Her  depar- 
ture home  to  him  was  not  expedted  fo  quickly ;  but  her 
leprofy  fuddenly  flriking  in,  our  Saviour  ufed  this  as  a 
means  of  her  releafe  from  this  mifen% 

3.)  Jeremiah  a  dear  youth,  came  hither  with  his  fa- 
ther, in  the  year  1756,  from  Piffikfarbik.  The  word 
of  the  fufFerings  of  Jefus  manifefled  its  divine  power  ia 
his  heart  very  foon,  and  he  intimated  with  what  earneft- 
nefs  he  longed  for  baptifm,  which  he  was  made  parta- 
ker of  the  year  following.  He  went  on  his  way  in  this 
grace  chearfully  and  calmly,  and  it  was  plain  both  from 
his  words  and  afpe6l,  that  he  knew  where  his  true  hap- 
pinefs  lay.  He  had  a  fickly  body,  and  was  often  (o 
fwelled,  that  he  was  fcarce  able  to  walk,  but  amidfl  all 
his  pains,  he  was  lively  and  reugned,  and  faid  to  his 
teacher  at  his  taking  leave  of  him  in  Piflikfarbik,  where 
he  was  with  his  people  on  the  capeiin-firncry,  "  I  call 
*'  to  mind  much  and  often  the  pains  of  our  Saviour, 
*'  which  he  endured  for  me,  and  they  are  a  great  com- 
"  fort  to  my  heart.  I  fhall  probably  fee  you  no  more 
*'  below,  but  foon  go  to  our  Saviour  and  kifs  his 
*'  wounds."  And  this  was  his  happy  lot  and  portion 
foon  after,  and  his  tabernacle  was  interred  in  the  bury- 
ing-ground  at  Piffikfarbik. 

4.)  Gregory,  a  youth,  came  hither  in  the  year  1751, 
as  a  little  boy  with  his  parents ;  and  when  they  returned 
to  the  fouth,  our  Saviour  had  already  laid  fuch  hold  of 

hi« 
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his  heart,  that  he  would  not  go  away  again,  but  be  his 
property  and  baptized  with  his  blood,  which  bleffing  he 
foon  obtained.  We  furnilhed  him,  as  a  forlorn  orphan, 
with  a  kajak  and  neceflary  tackling,  to  enable  him  tp 
get  his  own  living,  and  he  prefently  grew  fo  expert,  a? 
to  be  able  to  maintain  himlelf,  his  mother  and  his  two 
fifters,  who  returned  hither  after  his  father's  death. 
The  more  he  advanced  in  years,  the  deeper  infight  he 
acquired  into  his  own  corruption,  but  at  the  fame  time 
a  more  folid  enjoyment  of  the  comfort  fpringing  from 
the  grace  in  the  merits  and  wounds  of  Jefus.  When  he 
was  fpoke  with,  he  often  fhed  teai's  on  account  of  his 
deficiencies,  and  efpecially  the  fmall  fenfe  and  favour  he 
ftill  had  of  our  Saviour  and  his  wounds.  He  dealt 
ftriftly  with  himfelf,  with  refpe6l  to  every  bad  thii^g 
that  appeared  in  him,  and  laid  it  open  to  his  teachers, 
juft  as  it  was.  And  as  he  was  pretty  orderly  too  in  ex- 
ternals, he  had  a  ihare  of  the  overfight  in  his  choir-houfe 
committed  to  him.  In  a  word,  we  entertained  hopes, 
of  training  him  up  as  a  truly  folid  heart,  and  for  an  ufe- 
ful  helper.  But  while  he  was  a  feal-catching,  he  was 
feized  with  fuch  a  violent  head-ach,  that  the  next  day, 
notwithftanding  all  means  ufed,  he  loft  his  fenfes ;  and 
though  his  hearing  and  fpeech  were  afterwards  reftored, 
yet  he  was  not  able  to  form  one  fenfible  thought.  Only 
on  being  afked,  if  he  ftlll  remembered  our  Saviour?  He 
anfwered  :  *'0  !  yes,  I  often  remember  him."  A  full 
fortnight  he  lay  in  fuch  exquifite  pains ;  and  at  laft  loft 
both  hearing  and  fpeech  entirely,  and  lay  as  in  an  apo- 
pleilic  fit,  quite  ftill,  except  that  he  often  pointed  round 
.with  his  hand,  fmiling  at  the  fame  time.  And  thus  he 
fell  afleep  gently  and  unobferved. 

5.)  Matthew,  fon  of  the  late  Boaz,  a  fenfible,  lively 
and  fteady  boy,  having  a  tender  heart  and  a  true  fenfibi- 
lity  towards  our  Saviour  and  his  merits,  was  baptized 
1753,  and  was  preferved  in  this  grace  from  the  fins  of 
youth.  He  went  diligently  to  fchool,  and  learnt  to  read 
and  write  well,  and  withal  became  more  eagerly  intent 
upon  work  and  managing  the  kajak,  than  we  wiflied. 
For  as  he  was  following  a  women's-bpat  to  Kookoernen, 
fpying  fame  people  in  the  main  fea  a  good  diftance  from 
Ijmd  en  the  hallibut-fiihery,  he  had  a  mind  to  go  to 
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them  alone,  but  never  reached  Xlyem,  and  prily  fpnje  of 
his  tackling  was  found,  fo  that  )it.is  fuppofed,  he  oyer- 
fet,  and  was  carried  away  with  the  current. 

6.)  Shem,  a  married  man,  xame  a  perfe6lly  favag:c; 
Greenlander  from  the  fouth  in  the  year  1746,  but  the 
Holy  Ghoft  prefently  took  him  under  his  .tutelage,  in- 
ftrucftcd  him  in  the  knov/ledge  of  his  miferable  ftate, 
and  wrought  in  him  a  dcfire  after  our  Saviour  ajxd  l;is 
blood.  TheblefSng  of  the  holy  laver  had  .&  very  appa- 
x-ent  good  effedl  upon  his  heart,  and  the  participation 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  Jefus  in  the  holy  facrament 
operated  ftill  more  efteclually  upon  him.  He  was  low- 
ly-minded and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  when  he  com- 
mitted an  error  or  overfight,  he  was  troubled,  and  ge- 
nerally came  of  his  own  accord  to  make  it  known.  A 
tender  love  and  adherence  to  our  Saviour  was  obferv^ablc 
in  him,  and  he  at  all  time3  fliewed  a  ready  obedience  to 
his  teachers.  He  was  naturally  of  a  brifk  temper,  with- 
al very  expert,  and  an  excellent  provider.  Even  jnany 
poor  people  were  helped  on  by  him,  who,  no  lefs  than 
his  furviving  widow  and  four  dear  children,  of  whom 
the  eldeft  fon  has  not  attained  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
lofe  an  afFeciionate  father  in  him,  and  that  too  in  a  me^. 
lancholy  manner  known  to  God  alone  ;  he  having  fome 
days  ago  haftened  away  home  from  his  companions 
at  the  bay,  but  never  arrived.  A  couple  of  years 
after,  fome  figns  appeared,  which  gave  rife  to. a  con- 
je6lurc,  that  he  was  murdered  by  a  Greenlander,  whofe 
blood-thirilinefs  had  betrayed  itfelf  more  than  once, 
and  who  probably  wanted  to  take  revenge  for  the  lofs  of 
a  converted  friend ;  it  is  likely  he  was  buried  in  a  defo- 
iate  part  of  the  country,  where  fome  of  his  utenills  were 
found, 

§7- 
Now  touching  the  new  and  fmaJl   Greenland-con- 
gregation at  Lichtcnfels  *  (or  Light-cliff')  on  Fifher's-bay, 
there  was  but  little  appearance  of  any  incrcafe  till  the 
end  of  this  year.     It  is  true  many  fouthlanders,  as  they 

*  Licht  in  German  fignifies  light,  and  fels  a  rock.  The  reafon  for 
calling  this  place  fo,  was  the  fituation  of  the  place  environed  with  naiced 
rocks,  and  tke  great  promife  to  the  Gentile:;,  Ifa.  Ix.  i,  'A'ifi,  Jbir:e, 
J'ir  thy  light  is  amc.  Sec, 
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pafTed  by,  called  there  and  heard  the  word  of  God  their 
Creator,  and  of  the  redemption  obtained  by  his  blood, 
with  aftonifliment,  and  not  altogether  without  emo- 
tion ;  but  not  one  of  them  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
ftay  there,  and  all  the  fatisfadtion  which  could  be  had 
for  the  prefent  was,  that  they  had  got  fome  intelligence 
of  the  gofpel,  and  knew  where  they  were  to  feek  for  it, 
when  they  were  anxious  for  comfort. 

Some  came  on  a  vifit  from  the  inlet  and  the  circum- 
jacent parts  from  time  to  time,  who  had  often  beert 
touched  by  the  gofpel,  and  freely  owned  their  uneafl- 
liefs  and  our  Saviour's  demands  upon  their  hearts,  but 
ftill  made  all  kinds  of  excufes  why  it  could  not  be  for 
the  prefent.  Among  thefe  people  came  alfo  the  pradli- 
Ung  angekck  of  thefe  parts  *  with  his  wife,  who  both 
protefted,  that  they  were  inclined  to  be  converted  too, 
and  were  only  ferry,  that  the  miflionary  would  not  be- 
lieve them.  LuL  mdeed  he  had  reafon  to  doubt  of  their 
fmcerity,  as  he  knew  that  they  only  fought  fome  con- 
verfation  with  him,  with  an  intent  to  deter  their  ene- 
mies from  taking  vengeance  upon  them  for  the  murder 
committed  upon  one  that  belonged  to  them,  and  to 
make  the  weil-difpofed  Grecnlanders  entertain  a  good 
opinion  of  them,  as  of  people,  who  alfo  loved  what  is 
good ;  though  at  the  fame  time  they  could  not  forbear 
fomenting  divifions  among  them.  In  general  it  was 
plain,  that  the  angekoks  have  no  other  view  in  coming 
to  hear  what  is  good,  but  to  acquire  more  knowledge 
than  the  other  Greenlanders,  to  be  able  to  talk  plau- 
fibly  to  the  fimple  gaping  crowd,  and  lay  down  various 
opinions  concerning  fupernatural  things  colleiSted  from 
chriftians  and  heathens,  and  thus  to  be  reputed  as  wife 
as  the  miffionaries.  The  Greenland-helpers  indeed 
could  detedl  them  fooner  than  the  miflionary.  And 
therefore  on  his  once  enquiring  of  an  old  fenfible  bro- 
ther, why  he  would  not  fpeak  with  an  angekok  about 
the  way  of  falvation,  he  made  anfv/er :  *'  It  is  to  no 
**  purpofe  to  fpeak  of  good  and  precious  matters  to  fuch 
**  people,  who  are  full  of  deceit,  and  only  make  ufe  of 

*  Where  a  niimber  of  Grecnlanders  live  together,  they  like  to  keep  an 
angekok,  to  confult  on  occafion.  And  if  they  can  get  none,  they  arc  ei- 
ther defpifed  or  pitied  by  the  rofl,  as  poor  people, 

every 
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"  every  thing  to  their  bane."  Which  direftly  put  the 
miffionary  in  mind  of  our  Saviour's  words  ;  *'  Give  not 
*'  that  which  is  holy  unto  the  dogs,  &c." 

§8. 

On  the  other  hand,  at  a  vifit  on  the  eaft-fide  of 
the  ifland,  he  found  a  couple  of  pretty  people,  which 
were  an  evidence  to  him,  that  wherever  the  good  feed 
of  the  word  of  Jefus's  fufFerings  but  once  falls  upon  good 
ground,  its  fruit  never  fails,  though  it  may  remain  hid 
for  many  years.  "  We  met,  (fays  the  account)  this 
"  time  with  but  one  fick  man  and  his  wife  and  chil- 
**  dren  at  home.  The  man  (hewed  us  his  fore  back. 
"  From  hence  I  took  occafion  to  fpeak  to  them  of  our 
*'  Saviour's  wounds  and  pains,  which  he  endured  for 
*'  our  fms  ;  this  they  both  imbibed  with  great  eager- 
*'  nefs.  The  woman  faid :  My  hufband  had  formerly 
**  a  confidence  in  the  conjurers,  but  now  he  heeds  thera 
*'  no  more.  When  he  is  in  great  pain,  he  fays  to  me  : 
*'  Ah  !  pray  to  our  Saviour  for  me.  But  I  poor  thing, 
*'  am  myfelf  very  ignorant.  I  have  indeed  heard  fome- 
*'  thing  from  the  little  minifter,  (the  Rev.  Mr.  Dra- 
*'  chart,)  at  Good-hope;  but  whither  is  it  fled!  And 
*'  as  fhe  faid  this,  the  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks.  We 
**  were  uncommonly  well  with  thefe  people,  and  fet 
*'  forth  the  companionate  heart  of  our  Saviour  to  them 
**  anew." 

A  powerful  emotion  was  alfo  perceptible  among  the 
Greenlanders  at  the  faftory,  and  they  came  diligently 
to  Lichtenfels  to  hear  the  word  of  God.  Two  fami- 
lies had  determined  to  move  to  the  brethren,  but  they 
were  diverted  from  their  good  purpofe  by  views  of  tem- 
poral advantage.  Nay,  fome  who  had  lived  there  laft 
winter,  efpecially  the  three  firft  families,  moved  away 
again  by  the  inftigation  of  their  bad  wives,  who  could 
not  have  every  thing  in  abundance  immediately,  nor 
live  in  jollity,  as  among  the  heathen.  One  of  thef© 
men,  by  name  Makkigak,  wanted  to  live  in  New- 
Herrnhuth  a  long  time  ago,  but  was  always  hindered 
by  his  bitter  wife,  and  the  following  winter  he  depart- 
ed this  life  in  Innukfuk  in  an  earneft  afpiration  after  ou^ 
Saviour ;  having  before  fent  to  his  relations  in  Lichten- 

VoL.  IL  U  fels. 
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fels,  and  defired  them  to  take  his  corpfe,  and  bury  it 
with  the  believers.  He  committed  one  of  his  children 
to  the  care  of  his  believing  fifter,  but  his  wife  in  her 
enmity  would  not  let  it  go  along  with  her.  Neverthe- 
lefs  the  laft  difcounes  of  her  hufband  had  efFected  fo 
much  upon  her,  that  after  fome  time  fhe  came  full  of 
anguifh,  and  with  tears  begged  the  favour  and  happi- 
nefs  which  fhe  was  the  forrowful  means  of  depriving 
her  hufband  of,  viz.  of  living  with  the  believers; 
which  was  alfo  granted  to  her,  together  with  her  chil- 
dren and  her  brother.  In  the  mean  time  another  fami- 
ly came  unthought  of,  twenty-four  miles  off  to  the 
fouth,  to  ftav,  which  were  the  firfl-fruits  that  were 
obedient  to  the  call  of  Ged,  and  they  were  received 
before  the  end  of  the  year  as  candidates  for  baptifm. 

§  9- 

Amidft  all  the  outward  and  inward  poverty  of  the 
little  flock  of  baptized,  grace  and  lite  was  perceptible 
among  them.  Indeed  they  could  not  forget  New- 
Herrnhuth,  and  one  family  was  obliged  to  be  difmiffed 
thither  again.  Neither  did  they  meet  with  immediate 
fuccefs  in  providing  the  neceffaries  of  life,  becaufe  they 
were  as  yet  unacquainted  with  the  country;  therefore 
they  were  fo  kind  as  to  fupply  them  with  ieveral  bags 
of  angmarfet  from  New-Herrnhuth.  But,  notwith- 
flanding  all  this,  the  congregation-grace  powerfully 
approved  itfelf  among  them,  and  pieferved  them  in  obe- 
dience, love  and  peace  together.  Their  hearts  were 
comforted,  and  they  built  up  themfelves  from  the  pow- 
erful word  of  God  they  had  fo  often  tafled  the  fweetnefs 
of,  and  former  experience  wrought  hope.  Thus  I  find 
it  once  faid :  '*  Some  fpoke  of  the  iniprellion  they  fek 
.*'  yeflerday  (Good-Friday)  at  the  reading  the  Paflion- 
"  tranfadttons,  faying:  *' Ah  !  could  we  once  every 
*'  day  weep  our  fill  in  fuch  a  manner !  how  happy 
.*'  fhould  we  be!"  Another  time  it  is  faid:  "  In  the 
*'  evening-meeting  we  made  an  end  of  the  reading  the 
"  evangelifls.  I  have  obferved,  that  the  blefTed  Spirit 
•  "  particularly  manifefts  his  power  at  the  reading  the 
*'  a£ts  of  our  dear  Lord,  and  the  brethren  and  fiftcrs 
"  talk  of  it  together  all  the  day,  nay,  and  come  and 
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*'  afk  about  what  they  heard  in  the  meeting,  and  did 
'*  not  rightly  underftand. — I  am  now  reading  in  the 
"  adls  of  the  apoftles.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  weight  to 
**  them,  to  hear,  in  connexion  with  the  life  of  our  Sa- 
**  viour,  alfo  the  adis  after  his  afcenfion  into  heaven. 
*'  Every  one  comes  to  it  with  eagernefs  of  heart. — In 
"  the  evening-meeting  our  dear  Saviour  was  exceeding 
"  near  to  us.  When  I  had  done  fpeaking,  fome  pro- 
*'  pounded  feveral  queftions ;  the  explication  of  which, 
*'  and  the  relation  of  many  circumftances,  took  up  more 
"  time,  than  the  difcourfe  itfelf.  The  text  was  ASii 
*'  xvii.  30.  The  times  of  this  ignorance  God  winked  at,  but 
*'  now  commandeth  all  men  every  where  to  repent.^' 

Some  new  hymns  were  alfo  tranflated.  When  they 
were  made  known,  an  uncommon  defire  to  learn  them, 
and  a  blefled  operation  upon  the  hearts  was  vifible.  The 
moft  of  them  were  taken  out  of  the  meditartfons  of  the 
ever-memorable  Count  Chrijlian  Renatus  de  Zinzendorf^ 
found  after  his  happy  departure,  fuch  as :  "  Though 
*'  my  poverty's  unfathomable,  &c.  My  heart's  incTi- 
"  nation  —  is,  a  deep  proftration  —  at  ray  Saviour's 
**  pain,"  &c.  and  in  particular  the  hymn  :  "  Th'  im- 
*'  preifion  deep  of  what  my  Friend — has  done  for  me, 
"  for  me, — how  true  to  me   his  heart's  inclin'd, — be 

*'  ever  feen  in  me  ! He  knows,  that  were  I  all  my 

"  days — thro'  lonely  places  tofs'd, — ftill  of  that  fweet 
*'  Jefus-likenefs — nought  thereby  would  be  loft."  This 
laft  was  of  fmgular  weight  to  the  Greenlanders,  and 
was  often  fung  by  them  with  wet  eyes ,  when  they 
were  obliged  in  the  fummer  to  be  away  from  their  teach- 
ers, and  to  fpend  whole  weeks,  nay  months,  alone 
upon  an  ifland,  or  at  leaft  with  no  other  company  but 
that  of  heathens.  In  fuch  cafes  it  is  very  certain,  no- 
thing but  the  continual  remembrance  of  what  God  has 
beftowed  upon  us,  and  the  fweet  wondrous  deed  which 
he  performed  in  paying  fuch  a  coftly  price  for  us,  is 
able  to  preferve  a  heart  from  indifFerency,  levity,  and 
being  fwept  away  by  the  torrent  of  fin  in  the  world. 

§  10. 

-  In  externals,  as  faid  above,  the  Greenlanders  met  with 

no  fmall  difficulties,  which  might  indeed  be  the  prefent 

U  2  caufe 
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caufe  why  many  well-difpofed  heathens  were  deterred 
from  coming  nearer  to  them.  Their  provifions  were 
not  only  fcarce  and  hard  to  be  obtained,  but  the  man- 
ner of  procuring  them  was  often  conne£led  with  various 
dangers,  in  which  however  the  angel  of  the  Lord  faith- 
fully watched  and  prevented  all  harm.  It  ftands  record- 
ed in  March,  that  "  four  of  our  brethren,  in  a  dreadful 
^*  fnow-ftorm,  fell  among  the  driving  ice,  and  could 
*'  neither  get  backward  nor  forward.  After  long  and 
"  hard  toiling,  they  at  laft  made  the  land,  but  the  fea 
*'  was  fo  high  and  boifterous,  that  they  could  not  come 
"  on  fViOre  without  being  dafhed  to  pieces  againft  the 
*'  rocks.  They  only  wifhed,  that  one  of  them  might 
"  efcapf^  to  tell  what  was  become  of  the  reft.  At  laft 
"  the  tide  of  flood  made  fuch  an  opening  betwixt  the 
*'  cakes  of  ice,  that  they  were  able  to  go  on  their  way, 
*'  and  by  our  Saviour's  bleffing  landed  fefe  and  well. 
"  It  caufed  great  joy  and  thankfulnefs,  to  fee  them 
"  again  alive. 

Two  Greenlanders,  difpatched  with  letters  to  Fre- 
derick's-Hope,  related  at  their  return,  that  they  were 
forced  to  fit  two  nights  in  their  kajaks  upon  the  ice, 
Avhich  at  firft  kept  continually  breaking  in  with  them, 
out  at  length  they  got  upon  a  firm  piece.  And  it  was 
the  third  night  before  they  came  to  a  houfe,  which  had 
they  not  met  with,  they  muft  have  perifhed  with  thirft, 
having  had  no  water  for  two  days  and  nights.  The 
fweat,  occafioned  by  their  fevere  labour,  had  gone 
through  their  cloaths,  and  by  the  extremity  of  cold 
was  inftantly  congealed  to  ice.  Their  kajaks  were 
alfo  much  damaged,  and  one  of  them  had  his  hand 
frozen. 

In  November  was  a  violent  ftorm,  which  made  the 
houfe  tremble  as  if  there  had  been  an  earthquake, 
though  it  was  very  low,  the  walls  a  yard  and  quarter 
thick,  and  fituate  under  a  hill.  Part  of  the  wall  fell 
down.  In  the  country  around,  many  Greenland  houf- 
es  had  their  roofs  rent,  many  boats  were  {battered  and 
carried  up  into  the  air,  and  eight  men  were  loft  in  the 
fea.  Ours  had  found  it  poffible  in  due  time  to  fecure 
snoft  of  their  things  lying  on  the  fljore,  from  the  over- 
whelming 
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whelming  waves  *.  Before  and  after  the  rtorm,  ball* 
of  fire  were  feen  in  the  air  in  feveral  places.  One  of 
them  that  fell  near  a  houfe,  had  begun  to  burn.  Such 
a  phasnomenon  was  alfo  (eeix  juft  before  Chriftmas  at 
mid-day,  while  the  fun  was  Ihining  in  its  full  i'plen- 
dor  J.  The  firft-menlioned  ftorm  even  fplit  and  tore 
open  the  ice,  but  flopped  the  holes  up  again  with  ftiow. 
And  as  Peter  Rudberg,  one  of  the  brethren,  was  going 
the  next  day  over  a  pond,  the  froz-en  Ihow  gave  way 
under  him  and  he  fell  intp  the  water.  But  having  a 
belt  about  his  body,  the  v/ater  under  his  furr-coat  held 
him  upright,  till  he  reached  the  bottom  v/ich  his  long 
leaping-flaff,  caft  himfelf  backwards  upon  the  firm  ice, 
and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  kind  angels  worked  himfelf 
out  again. 


The  twenty-eighth  Year,  1760. 

§1. 

WITH  regard  to  externals,  the  cafe  of  th* 
Greenlanders  at  Lichtenfels  did  not  alter  much 
for  the  better  this  year,  nay,  their  provifions  were  fo 
fcanty  in  the  beginning,  that  it  was  a  difficult  matter 
to  fupport  life.  For  the  cold  was  fuch,  till  towards  the 
end  of  May,  and  accompanied  with  fuch  a  vafl  quan- 
tity of  ice,  that  about  £aller  not  the  kaft  open  water 
in  the  fea  was  to  be  feen  from  the  highefi  mountain. 
The  cry  of  a  general  fcarcity,  little  inferior  to  a  famine, 

*  This  ftorm  muft  have  extended  to  a  vaft  Hiftance,  as  it  was  remarked, 
that  about'  the  lame  time,  m.\ny  Hiips  were  caft  away  in  the  C-.tLegat  and 
in  the  Ba'Itick,  And  the  ntxt  IpriiTg  many  pieces  of  a  wreck  vvere  found 
on  the  coaft  of  Greenland,  as  a!fo  feveral  ftonc  wciglit  "f  Oieni-'iiet, 
ivvhich  without  doubt  had  beeji  criven  thither  fiom  an  Ice'and  ihip  that 
was  caft  aw.iy, 

J  While  I  am  fpeaking  of  this  phcenomenon  in  the  air,  which  is  n  )t 
ufual  in  Greenland,  I  muft  take  notice  of  another  tem^.it  which  arjf^ 
•the  22d  of  September  17^7,  with  a  Violent  fouth-wind  without  rain  or 
{jmw  ;  it  lightened  to  fuch  a  degree  as  had  never  been  fcen  in  Greenland, 
and  but  feldom  in  Europe,  and  yet  not  the  Icaft  rumbling  of  thunder  wai 
}i  ard,  nor  was  anything  ftruck  by  the  lightening.  Some  imagined  tiiey 
idi  zn  earlbguake  too. 

U  3  reibunded 
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refounded  from  all  quarters.  Ours  fuffered  the  leaft, 
but  yet  were  obliged  to  make  a  very  poor  (hift  with  no- 
thing but  a  few  crow-berries  left  ©n  the  ground  all  win- 
ter, and  fome  fmall  meager  fifties.  Our  brethren  them- 
felves  were  reduced  to  the  greateft  ftraits,  and  therefore 
had  it  not  in  their  power  to  impart  much  to  the  poor 
Greenlanders  in  their  indigent  condition. 

But  notwithftanding  this,  the  vifits  for  propagating 
the  gofpel  fufFered  no  intermiflion,  though  they  feemed 
in  the  beginning  to  bring  forth  but  little  fruit.  Near 
the  faflory  the  miflionary  found  the  Greenlanders  in- 
deed for  the  moft  part  very  defirous  to  hear ;  and  when 
he  had  preached  in  one  houfe,  they  followed  him  into 
another,  in  order  to  hear  more.  One  of  the  failors  de- 
clared, that  thefe  people  acled  much  more  like  chrift- 
ians,  than  the  Europeans,  fmce  fome  of  them  joined 
together  every  evening  with  great  devotion  in  fmging 
the  verfes  they  had  learnt.  Add  to  this,  that  many  of 
thefe  people  came  to  the  congregation  and  were  bapti- 
zed :  but  ftill  the  German  proverb  :  "  The  nearer  to 
*'  the  church,  the  later  within  it ;"  fuited  the  moft  of 
them;  while  quite  ftrange  heathens  fnatched  from  their 
mouths  the  grace,  which  they  might  have  every  day, 
and  for  that  reafon  treated  with  indifferency.  The  ig- 
norant heathen  niay  very  properly  be  compared  to  un- 
cultivated ground,  which  produces  nothing,  becaufe  no 
labour  has  been  beftowed  upon  it ;  but  as  foon  as  it  is 
broken  up  and  fowed,  in  a  little  time  brings  forth  much 
fruit :  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  they,  that  have  con- 
verfed  many  years  with  Europeans,  from  whom  they 
have  feen  and  heard  many  bad  things,  may  juftly  be 
likened  to  the  ground,  which  is  full  of  thorns  and  thif- 
tles,  that  choalc  what  is  good,  and  are  not  fo  eafily  ex- 
terminated. Luke  viii.  14.  Neither  the  miffionary  nor 
the  Greenlanders  ever  went  to  the  factory  without  find- 
ing people  eager  to  hear.  And  befides,  they  came  fre- 
quently to  Lichtenfels  to  attend  the  fermon,  and  efpe- 
cially  at  the  time  of  a  baptifmal  a6l,  and  always  went 
away  with  moved  hearts.  And  yet  it  continued  a  long 
time,  before  the  feed  could  bring  forth  the  wifhed-for 

fruit. 
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fjrult.  The  cafe  was  juft  as  a  heathen  woman  once 
faid  ;  "  I  know  not  how  it  is ;  we  always  will  be  con- 
*'  verted,  and  5'et  nothing  comes  out  of  it ;  for  we  will, 
*'  and  yet  do  not  will  right,  and  prefer  other  things  be- 
"  fore  our  Saviour." 

However,  the  vifiting  of  the  Greenlanders  on  the  eaft- 
fide  of  the  ifland  feemed  to  promiie  more  fruit;  and 
fome  were  often  coming  thence  to  viiit  here  ;  and  among 
the  r^-ft,  it  happened  once,  that  three  women  caipe,  to 
whom  the  others  had  faid  they  fhould  go  and  hear  the 
word  of  God,  and  bring  them  fomething  of  it  back  with 
them.  "  1  taught  and  explained  to  them  (writes  the 
*'  miilionary,)  that  old  verfe  :  *'  Give  us  thy  (hine,  O 
"  thou  precious  Light ! — and  teach  us  to  know  Jefus 
*'  Chrift  aright, — that  we  may  believe  in  that  faithful 
"  Saviour, — who  to  our  real  home  brought  us  over. — 
"  Have  mercy.  Lord."  They  learnt  it  by  heart  and 
"  faid  :  This  we  will  take  along  with  us." 

Heathens  were  likewife  conftantly  coming  from  other 
parts  to  vifit,  who  at  leaft  fhewed  that  they  liked  the 
gofpel,  A  man,  that  had  been  at  the  fermon,  came 
home  very  well  pleafed,  and  faid  to  his  wife  :  It  was 
very  agreeable  to  hear  fuch  things;  and,  if  the  brethren 
lived  nearer  the  fea,  he  would  inflantly  move  to  them 
and  become  a  believer.  Another,  whofe  daughter  had 
lately  been  received  among  the  catechumens,  was  afked : 
What  he  thought,  when  he  heard  fuch  difcourfes  con- 
cerning our  Saviour?  He  faid  :  *'  I  think  that  I  am  good 
**'  for  nothing,  but  my  children  have  a  great  deiire  to 
"  hear  fuch  things,  and  I  will  not  hinder  them,  and 
*'  perhaps  I  Ihall  one  time  follow  them  hither,  for  in- 
"  deed  it  is  very  agreeable  being  here,  becauie  the  peo- 
**  pie  love  one  another  fo  much." 

§  3- 
But  bare  hearing,  vifiting  and  prom.Ifmg  was  not  all. 
The  year  of  releafe  for  the  heathen,  even  in  thefe  parts, 
was  come ;  and  the  feed  that  for  fome  time  had  been 
fown  in  hope,  began  fweetly  to  fpring  up.  The  only 
family  that  came  laft  year,  became  recipients  of  holy 
baptifm  on  the  day  of  the  manifeftation  of  Chrirt  to  the 
Gentiles,  Jan.  6.  There  was  fome  refemblance  between 
U  4  this 
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this  f:imi]y  and  that  of  Samuel  Kajarnak  the  firft-fruits 
in  New-Herrnhuth  in  the  year  1739;  it  confifted  of 
father,  mother,  fon  and  daughter  ;  they  likewife  came 
from  the  fouth,  they  were  till  now  quite  ignorant,  and 
yet  got  the  ftart  of  them  that  had  long  heard  the  word. 
Concerning  their  baptifn:,  I  will  cite  the  milBonary's 
ov/n  words  :  "  Very  early  a  great  many  people  came 
"  out  of  the  neighbourho  .d.  In  the  firft  meeting  the 
*'  fubjecl  of  the  feft  val  wa^  treated  of,  t'/z.  concerning 
*'•  the  firft-fruits  of  the  h'-athen  feekino-  and  frnding; 
*'  him  that  was  newly  born  King  of  the  jews,  worfhip- 
"  ping  him,  and  offering  unto  him  their  gifts.  It  was 
*'  not  in  our  power  to  make  him  fuch  prefents,  neither 
*'  does  he  v/ant  or  defire  them.  We  ofFer  him  only, 
"  upon  his  word  and  call,  our  poor  corrupted  hearts, 
*'  wh'ch  he  muft  fit  up  for  his  dwelling  with  his  own 
*'  blood.  And  we  will  likewife  this  day  prefent  unto 
"  him  the  firft-fruits,  which  his  Spirit  has  led  hither, 
*'  that  he  may  v/afh  and  cleanfe  them,  and  make  thern 
"  to  his  praife  on  this  earth, '  &c.  After  this  meeting  1 
"  once  more  fpoke  to  the  candidates,  who  were  full  of 
*'  fhame  and  joy,  but  were  at  a  lofs  for  words  to  fpeak, 
'*  except  that  they  had  an  earneft  dcfire  after  the  blood 
*'  of  Jefus.  During  this,  every  one  both  great  and 
*'  fmall  affembled,  in  the  Greenlanders  houfe,  to  the 
*'  baptifm..  The  audience  was  again  addreflbd ;  next, 
»*  thefe  four  firft-fruits  gave  believing  anfwers  to  the 
*'  queftions  propounded,  and  then  I  baptized  them,  and 
'  "  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  prefence  of  the  blefled  Trinity  ac- 
*'  companied  the  adl.  I  called  the  rrian  Kauvigak,  yc/;;/ ; 
"  the  woman  Puktak,  Elizabeth ;  the  fon  Annertuna, 
"  Henry^  and  the  daughter  TefTiok,  Anna-Joaima.  The 
**  fifth  of  this  family  was  a  child  three  years  old,  for 
«'  whom  this  grace  is  referVed,  till  it  attains  to  more 
■*^  maturity  of  underftanding."  They  had  a  fon  born 
in  May,  who,  eleven  days  after  it  received  baptifm,  re- 
turned to  its  Creator,  with  whofe  remains  a  hill  was  de- 
dicated as  a  place  of  burial. 

At  Whitfuntide  was  likewife  a  fingle  woman  baptiz- 
ed, who  came  from  the  eaft-fide  of  the  ifland,  and  had 
lived  here  all  winter.  After  the  feftival-fermon  upon 
the  lefibi)  of  the  day,  Jils  ii,  it  was  reprefente'd  in  the 
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baptifmal  difcourfe,  by  the  example  of  i!>ydia,  how  the 
Lord  opened  the  heart  to  hear  the  gofpel  of  Jefus,  tor 
receive  it,  and  be  baptized  in  the  faith.  Then  the  can- 
didate, purfuant  to  the  queftions  alTced  her,  dehvered 
a  joyful  confefBon  of  her  faith,  and  after  that  received 
the  wafhing  of  regeneration,  attended  with  a  powerful 
demonftration  of  grace,  and  abundance  of  tears  iLed  by 
thofe  prefent.     She  was  called  Jgnes. 

§   4. 

A  fhort  time  after,  a  fhip  arrived  and  brought  the 
brethren  the  pleaiing  news,  that  next  year  they  {hould  be 
furniihed  witli  a  dwelling-houfe,  and  a  hall  for  preaching 
the  gofpel.  Thcfe  joyhil  tidings  confirmed  their  hopes, 
that  this'  work  of  the  Lord,  begun  in  great  weaknefs, 
wouM  be  attended  with  fuccefs  and  profperity. 

But  not  long  after  they  received  the  painful  news, 
brought  by  the  fhip  arrived  at  Good-Hope,  of  the  wor- 
thy Difciple  of  Jefus,  and  Ordinary  of  the  proteftant 
church  of  the  Brethren,  being-  called  to  his  everlafting: 
reft.  It  came  to  pafs  the  9th  of  May  this  year  at  Herrn- 
huth.  This  overwhelmed  them  in  no  fmall  forrow. 
They  were  fenfible,  that  the  Lord  had  not  only  made  a 
blefied  ufe  of  this  his  faithful  fervant  for  the  reftoration 
of  the  brethren*s  church,  and  for  the  maintenance  and 
promulgation  of  the  word  of  reconciliation  in  the  Chrif- 
tian  world,  but  alfo  in  a  particular  manner  for  the  con- 
verfioii  of  the  heatheii ;  which  laft  was  a  matter  he  had 
been  cherifhing  in  his  heart  even  froin  his  tender  years. 
They  knew,  that  he  had  furthered  and  fupported  the 
miflions  with  his  prayers,  with  good  advice  and  actual 
help,  with  all  his  worldly  poffeflions,  nay  even  with  the 
hazard  of  his  life.  '  And  the  great  benefit  which  by  his 
inftru£tions  and  good  counfel  h^d  accrued  to  the  labour- 
ers, both  in  general,  and  particularly  among  the  hea- 
then, and  the  loving  manner  in  which  he  both  bodily 
and  fpiritually  refrefhed  the  pilgrims  and  ftrangers  of  this 
world  in  his  houfe,  and  on  their  toilfome  pofts,  was  in- 
fcribed  too  deep  in  their  grateful  hearts,  ever  to  be  eraf- 
ed.  It  was  therefore  no  wonder,  that  this  unexpedled 
news  drew  abundance  of  tears  from  their  eyes  both  here 
and  in  New-Herrnhuth,  ?,i>d  awakened  a  variety  of  anxi- 
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ous  thoughts  within  them.  "  But,"  as  it  is  noted  of  this 
occurrence,  *'  this  comfort  quickly  fprung  up  with 
*'  un6lion  in  our  hearts :  The  Lord  does  ever  to  his 
*'  flock — keep  without  fcparation, — abides  their  ftiield, 
*'  defence  and  rock, — their  peace  and  their  falvation,  ^c, 
*'  This  peace  we  had  a  powerful  feeling  of,  notwith- 
"  (landing  all  our  pain  ;  and  our  dependance  is,  that 
**  he  who  was  dead,  but  is  alive  again,  and  lives  for 
"  evermore,  will  maintain  and  fuccefsfully  carry  on  this 
*'  work  begun  in  his  name."  The  brethren  being  thus 
pov/erfully  animated  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  this  affedling 
news  was  an  incentive  to  them,  to  adhere  the  clofer  to 
the  only  Head  of  his  church,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to 
look  to  his  hands  in  their  affairs,  and  to  carry  on  their 
work  with  that  unity  and  brotherly  love  enjoined  by  the 
tf  ftament  of  Jefus,  'John  xvii.  enforced  by  the  example 
of  the  difciple  leaning  on  Jefus's  bofom,  obferved  by 
the  late  Ordinary  throughout  his  whole  life,  and  even 
recommended  with  his  laft  breath. 

§5. 

Their  fomewhat  drooping  fpirits  were  foon  after  raifed 
again  by  the  fudden  increafe  of  their  little  congregation. 
Two  families  who  were  relations  of  the  firftling  John, 
came  in  July  to  remain,  and,  as  they  faid,  to  be  con- 
verted. In  Auguft  came  five  own  brothers,  with  all 
that  belonged  to  them.  It  was  a  great  pleafure  to  fee 
fuch  a  flock  of. brown  fheep  enter  into  the  fold  at  once. 
In  a  word,  when  they  moved  into  the  winter-houfes, 
they  found  that  nine  families,  which,  with  them  that 
had  come  hither  fmgly,  amounted  to  fifty-five  fouls, 
were  added  to  the  little  flock.  And  now  they  wanted 
room  both  for  their  dwelling  and  meetings,  which  they 
were  obliged  to  hold  in  the  open  air,  v/hlle  the  weather 
permitted.  Therefore  the  Greenlanders  made  a  good 
addition  to  their  only  dwelling-houfe  as  yet,  enlarging 
it  to  twenty-five  yards  in  length,  and  five  yards  in 
breadth.  The  fingle  fifl:ers  and  the  widows,  built  each 
of  them  a  houfe  for  themfelves.  Fourteen  whole  fami- 
lies, befides  fome  fingle  perfons,  in  all  feventy-four 
fouls,  moved  into  the  great  family-houfe  ;  in  which  the 
public  meetings  were  alfo  held.     The  milTionary  at  their 
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entrance,  delivered  a  difcourfe  upon  the  word  of  the 
day :  Can  tiuo  walk  together^  except  they  be  agreed  ?  Amos 
iii.  3.  *'  I  have  to  God's  pure  heart  and  mind,  my  heart 
**  and  mind  furrender'd."  It  may  undoubtedly  be  look- 
ed upon  as  matter  of  wonder,  how  it  is  pofTible  for  fo 
many  perfons  to  dwell  together,  not  in  different  apart- 
ments of  fome  great  houfe,  but  in  a  fmall  confined 
room,  with  all  their  houfhold-ftufF,  not  only  without 
ftrife  and  variance,  (which  alfo  the  favage  Greenlanders 
do,  though  not  with  fuch  a  great  number,)  but  in  real 
peace  and  unity.  But  we  need  only  confult  i  Cor.  xiii. 
to  fee  what  love  can  do,  when  fhed  abroad  in  the  heart 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft ;  which,  like  faith,  does  not  confift 
in  many  learned,  or  invented  words,  but  in  deed  and 
in  truth. 

§6. 

But  neverthelefs  it  mull:  be  owned,  that  joy  and 
grief  interchangeably  took  place,  with  regard  to  this 
little  flock  out  of  the  heathen,  as  many  unbaptized 
and  ignorant  were  ftill  among  them.  Sometimes  afflic- 
tive circumftances  occurred,  which  excited  the  brethren 
to  be  watchful,  to  exercife  faith  and  patience,  and  yet 
to  be  always  thankful  for  the  vidtory  granted  them. 
Once  there  is  this  note  :  "  We  had  a  very  agreeable  con- 
"  verfation  concerning  the  winter -regulation  among 
"  our  people.  The  helpers  related  many  pleafing  things 
*'  of  the  new  inhabitants,  and  their  defire  to  be  ac- 
*'  quainted  with  our  Saviour.  But  a  couple  of  feducing 
"  boys  gave  us  great  concern,  as  no  difcipline  is  practi- 
*'  cable  with  them,  while  their  parents  hearts  are  ftill 
"  deftitute  of  grace,  and  they  are  ignorant  of  the  im- 
*'  portance  of  a  proper  management  of  children.  In 
*'  the  evening  I  earneftly  admonifhed  the  parents  to  take 
'*  better  care  of  their  children,  and  cut  off  all  occafion 
*'  from  them  to  bad  things.  This  caufed  many  pa- 
*'  rents  to  come  and  alk  advice  about  the  education  of 
*'  their  children." 

On  the  other  hand,  they  had  many  inftances  of  the 
baptized  children,  which  were  matter  of  great  joy  to 
them.  Two  fmall  children  excited  an  uncommon  emo- 
tion in  the  whole  houfe,  efpecially  among  the  new  peo- 
ple and  their  raw  children,  by  their  fmgin^,     A  little 

girl 
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girl  once  faid  :  **  To  be  fure,  our  Saviour  muft  be  very 
■*'  amiable."  And  a  grown  perfon  afking :  Why  (o  ? 
fhe  replied  :  "  I  alv/ays  have  fuch  a  lovely  feeling  in 
"  my  heart,  when  I  hear  his  blood  fung  or  fpoken  of." 
Speaking  of  her  mother,  who  was  fallen  into  a  difcon- 
tented  ftata,  fhe  faid :  "  My  mother  is  fick,  her  heart 
""  pains  her." 

This  perfon,  viz.  the  mother,  was  an  inftance,  hovr 
eafily  a  foul,  that  does  not  v/atch  over  itfelf,  may  lofc 
its  heart,  how  an  infinccre  mind  difcovers  itfelf  even  in 
nations  efteemed  the  moft  ftupid,  and  how  the  Spirit  of 
God  cft^n  makes  ufe  of  little  incidental  occafions,  to 
•bring  a  foul  to  recolleftion  when  it  has  flipped  away 
•from  under  his  tutelage.  Being  inftigated  by  malice  and 
envy,  fhe  was  continually  finding  fault  with  others,  and 
at  length  abfented  herfelf  fcom  the  meetings.  And 
when  llie  was  fpoke  to  on  this  head,  flie  anfwered  with 
a  diiTembled  farcaftical  humility,  "  I  am  indeed  too  un- 
**  worthy  of.it."  Moreover  fhe  endeavoured  to  inflame 
others  ;  but  an  unbaptized  woman  gave  her  this  anfwer : 
*'  While  thou  wert  happv  and  eafy  in  thy  own  mind, 
*'  thou  fpokeft  quite  a  different  Janguage  concerning 
*'  the  believers;  either  thy  former  or  thy  prefent  fpecch- 
'*'  es  are  not  true  ;  for  my  part  I  will  not  believe  thee  in 
*'  any  thing  for  the  future."  She  then  went  with  ano- 
ther whom  fhe  had  made  her  partifan,  to  their  heathen 
neighbours.  They  immediately  requefted  her  to  fay 
fomewhat  to  them  of  our  Saviour ;  but  fhe  perceiving 
that  her  heart  was  in  a  manner  fliut  up,  grew  uneafy 
there,  and  went  with  her  little  daughter  to  a  company 
of  favages,  who  were  at  a  merriment.  The  child  fell  a 
crying  it  it,  and  begged  her  mother  to  carry  her  again 
to  the  believers.  By  this  means  fhe  was  brought  to  her- 
felf, went  home,  and  firft  confeffed  her  falfenefs  to  the 
Greenlanders  fhe  had  offended,  and  then  to  the  miffion- 
ary,  begged  pardon  with  many  tears,  and  was  again  ad- 
mitted into  the  communion  of  the  faithful. 

§  7. 
Some  of  the  new  people,  who  gave  indications  of  3. 
true  defire  after  our   Saviour,  were  foon  taken   into  * 
clofer  preparation  ,  and  a  catcchifation  was  fet  on   fo<^t 
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ivith  as  many  of  them  as  could  be  got  together,  at  which 
the  ardent  defire  of  their  hearts  difclofed  itfelf  in  a  very 
fweet  manner.  Thus  I  find  it  faid  :  "  The  meeting  of 
*'  the  catechumens  was  holden  upon  the  fecond  article 
*'  of  the  apoftles  creed.  It  is  a  joy  to  fee  with  what 
*'  appetite  thefe  dear  fheep  feed  upon  the  teftimony  of 
*'  Jei'us.  Another  time  the  putting  off  the  old  man, 
*'  and  putting  on  Chrift  with  his  bloody  righteoufnefs, 
*'  was  the  fubje£t.  A  Greenland-helper  from  New- 
*'  Herrnhuth,  who  was  come  on  a  vifit,  was  prefen't, 
**  and  told  them,  how  he  had  been,  while  under  prepa- 
**  ration  for  baptifm.  They  were  very  attentive  and 
*'  full  of  defire.  The  queflion  :  "  Doft  thou  know, 
•'  that  thou  art  quite  fpoiled  and  ruined  by  fm  ?  Who 
*'  can  fet  thee  free  from  it? "  they  anfwered  more  with 
*'  tears  than  words." 

At  length  the  third  baptifmal-a£l:  of  this  year  was 
performed  Nov.  23.  "  The  text  preached  upon  was  : 
*'  My  fon^  give  me  thy  heart .^  and  let  thine  eyes  obferve  my 
*'  ways.  Prov.  xxiii.  26.  in  conjunction  with  the  words: 
*'  /  w'lU  take  aiDoy  the  Jiony  heart  out  of  your  fiejh^  and  I  will 
"  give  you  an  heart  of  jicjlj.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  Our  dear 
"  Lord  was  fenfibly  amongft  us,  and  the  abundant  tears 
*'  of  the  eight  baptized  bore  witnefs  of  the  fenfibility  of 
**  their  hearts.  Then  five  were  added  to  the  candidates. 
*'  This  baptifm  ftirred  up  a  great  longing  in  many  fouls 
"  to  partake  of  the  fame  blefling." 

Afterwards  two  infants  were  baptized,  and  thus  the 
congregation  was  augmented  this  year  with  fixteen  fouls. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  month  it  is  obferved  :  "  Our  dear 
*'  Lord  has  owned  us  in  all  our  meetings  throughout 
"  this  month,  efpecially  at  the  reception  and  baptifm, 
*'  and  at  the  catechifations  both  of  the  candidates  for 
*'  baptifm  and  the  Lord's-fupper.  A  particular  grace 
*'  was  evident  at  the  reading  of  the  epiftles  of  th«  apo- 
*'  files.  And  it  is  very  agreeable  to  the  new  people  to 
*'  get  a  notion  of  the  written  word  of  truth  ;  and  though 
"  the  houfe  is  full  of  people  and  rude  children,  yet  eve- 
"  ry  thing  is  done  with  as  much  order  and  Hlence  as 
"  if  it  were  a  church. 

§8. 
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§8. 

In  New-Herrnhuth  and  the  parts  adjacent,  there  was 
but  little  opportunity  this  time  for  fpreading  the  gofpel 
farther.  The  inhabitants  were  all,  except  four  families, 
fled  from  Kangek  and  Kookoernen,  being  frighted  away 
by  the  laft  year's  rumour  *.  And  for  the  fame  reafon 
no  fouthlanders  palled  upwards ;  but  fome,  in  paffing 
from  the  north,  called  there ;  one  family  of  whom^  be- 
iides  feveral  fmgle  perfons,  were  powerfully  moved,  and 
flayed  in  the  place.  The  merchant  alfo  at  his  return 
from  Kellingeit,  where  he  had  been  about  bufinefs, 
brought  two  widows,  and  four  children,  along  with  him, 
who  intreated  him  to  take  them  to  their  brothers  and 
fifters  in  New-Herrnhuth.  They  both  had  been  the 
wives  of  one  man,  who,  with  his  eldeft  fon,  were  loft 
in  their  kajaks. 

Thus  the  increafe  of  the  inhabitants  was  very  fmall  ; 
but  out  of  thofe  that  were  there  before,  twenty-five  fouls, 
among  whom  were  eleven  children,  were  added  to  the 
congregation  by  baptifm. 

§  9- 

But  fo  much  the  more  rejoicing  was  the  inward  growth 
of  the  congregation.  And  notwithftanding  the  difficulty 
of  managing  this  people,  but  little  occurred,  to  opprels 
and  grieve  their  teachers.  Yet  this  is  the  leaft  thing. 
The  chief  matter  they  have  an  eye  to  in  the  cure  of 
fouls.,  and  confider  as  an  adequate  reward  for  all  their 
pains  and  trouble,  is,  to  combine  properly  the  living 
knowledge  of  the  crucified  Jefus  and  his  merits,  and  a 
contrite  fenfe  of  the  mifery  of  man,  which  laft  is  to  no  real 
purpofe,  except  it  fprings  from  the  former  j  and  yet  with- 
out it  the  former  never  attains  to  any  ftability.  Of  this  they 
are  more  and  more  aware  in  their  Greenlanders. 

Among  all  the  folemn  feafons,  paflion-week  and  the 
feaft  of  Eafter  were  remarkably  diftinguifhed.  In  the 
firft  helpers-meeting  after  Eafler,  an  account  was  given 
of  the  powerful  effe61:  which  the  narrative  of  our  Lord's 
Paifion  had  left  upon  the  hearts  of  the  brethren  and  fif- 
ters, and  of  their  fpeaking  together  with  fatisfadtion,  of 

•  See  1759.     §  I. 
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what  they  had  heard  and  felt  the  foregoing  week.  It  is 
faid  further  :  *'  In  the  meetings  of  this  day  a  very  blefled 
'*  fenfation  prevailed,  at  the  confideration  of  the  laft 
**  words  and  adts  of  our  Saviour.  We  had,  in  a  parti- 
"  cular  manner,  caufe  to  rejoice  in  the  communicants, 
*'  finding  all  their  hearts  tender  and  of  good  cheer.  It 
*'  is,  as  if  each  had  moved,  in  the  Pallion-time,  a  good 
*'  degree  nearer  to  our  Saviour,  and  was  grown  better 
*'  acquainted  with  him.  And  the  ardent  defire  of  all 
"  after  the  holy  facrament  was  gratified,  a  widow  only 
"  excepted,  who  had  herfelf  no  freedom  to  partake." 
And  in  November  it  is  faid  :  "  It  was  afrefh  obferved, 
**  that  fuch  as  can  read,  of  whom  are  now  a  good  num- 
*'  ber,  are  bufy  in  reading  the  harmony  of  the  four 
**  evangelifts,  and  often  come  to  enquire  the  true  fenfe. 
"  To-day  we  had  an  afFedling  converfation  with  one  of 
"  them  concerning  the  article  of  the  bloody  fweat,  and 
*'  the  infl:itution  of  the  Lord's  fupper." 

It  is  once  faid  of  one  Greenlander  :  "  He  made  a  fin- 
*'  cere  and  finnerlike  confeflion  of  his  vilenefs,  and  faid: 
*'  That  his  heart  cannot  be  fatisfied,  whenever  he  has 
*'  done  amifs,  and  is  not  upright.  It  is  the  greateft 
"  grace  to  him,  that,  amidft  all  his  poverty  and  unwor- 
*'  thinefs,  our  Saviour  ftill  continually  keeps  him  happy 
*'  and  chearful."  Of  another  it  is  faid  :  "  He  came 
"  with  his  wife  prefently  after  the  facrament,  and  la- 
'*'  mented  with  tears,  that  they  had  both  forfeited  the 
**  facrament  for  their  accidentally  falling  into  variance 
'^  with  each  other  juft  before;  on  which  account  their 
**  hearts  forbad  them  to  draw  near." 

§  10. 

Our  own  poverty,  and  the  all-fufficient  riches  of  the 
merits  and  wounds  of  Jefus,  were  alfo  the  chief  fubjetSls 
of  the  difcourfes  of  the  Greenland  -  helpers  to  their  be- 
lieving and  unbelieving  country-men  ;  of  which  I  will 
again  gather  a  few  fragments. 

On  Jan.  19,  A.  kept  the  morning-meeting,  and  put 
his  brethren  in  mind,  with  a  thankful  heart,  of  the  fend- 
ing the  firft  heathen-meffengers  to  Greenland.  He  firft 
fet  before  t^iem  his  own  ftate  of  ignorance,  while  he 
knew  nothing  of  our  Saviour,  and  faid  at  laft :  '*  Ah  ! 

"  if 
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•'  if  our  Saviour  had  not  fent  our  teachers  to  us,  who 
*'  have  made  known  unto  us  the  paffion  of  Jefus,  what 
*'  would  have  become  of  us  !  But  now  we  can  enjoy  his 
*'  grace,  and  be  as  happy  as  we  will.  Our  Saviour  has 
**  not  called  us  hither  to  no  purpofe ;  he  will  be  near  us 
*'  and  make  us  happy.  But  we  have  nothing,  that  is 
"  capable  of  giving  us  any  fatisfa^lion,  except  his  pre- 
"  fenting  himfelf  before  our  hearts  in  his  dying  form. 
*'  His  blood  makes  us  true  children  of  God.  Therefore 
"  let  it  be  our  only  concern,  to  experience  his  blood  in 
•'  our  hearts.  We  cannot  defire  or  wifh  for  any  thing 
"  greater." 

Another  time  he  faid  1  "  As  Eve  was  formed  out  of 
"  AdaTns  fide,  fo  believers  are  born  out  of  the  fide  of 
*'  Jefus,  fiefli  of  his  flefh,  and  bone  of  his  bone.  Al- 
**  though  we  are  vile,  corrupted  and  miferable  men,  yet 
*'  our  Saviour  took  upon  himfelf  our  flefli  and  blood, 
*'  and  will  now  make  us  one  fpirit  with  him." 

Again  at  another  time  he  begun  thus  :  *'  Dear  bre- 
"  thren,  ye  know,  that  our  Saviour  endured  great  pains 
'*  for  our  fakes,  and  that  his  fweat  was,  as  it  were, 
**  great  drops  of  blood  falling  down  to  the  ground.  A 
**  woman,  when  fhe  is  in  travail,  hath  forrow ;  but  it 
"  is  certainly  not  to  be  compared  with  that,  which  our 
*'  Saviour  endured  for  us.  Now  if  he  lived  in  all  our 
**  hearts,  what  a  happy  life  Ihould  we  lead  !  And  it  is  our 
**  fault  alone,  that  we  have  fuch  a  fmall  experience  of  it. 
"  Our  Saviour  would  gladly  have  us  thoroughly  happy 
*'  every  day;  for  this  end  did  he  fuffer,  and  for  this 
*'  end  does  he  grant  us  to  partake  of  his  body  and 
"  blood,"    &c. 

C.  at  the  beginning  declared  what  he  had  felt  the  late 
paffion-week  from  the  account  of  Jefus's  fufFerings,  and 
then,  among  other  things,  faid  :  *'  That  he  often  ex^ 
*■'  amines  the  fituation  of  his  own  heart,  whether  it  be 
"'  cold  rnd  dry,  and  if  he  is  aware  of  fuch  a  thing,  he 
*'  inflantly  betakes  himfelf,  as  a  poor  needy  fmner,  to 
*'  our  Saviour  and  his  wounds,  and  he  is  prefently 
*'  relieved.  And  if  the  brethren  and  fillers  were  to  do 
*'  this  often,  they  would  be  conftantly  happy  and  chear- 
*'  ful.  For  our  heart,  he  faid,  is  like  dry  ground,  if 
"  our  Saviour  does  not  rain  upon  it  with  his  blood. 

Ye 
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''  Ye  knoAV  alfo,  how  the  gnats  do,  in  hot  weather. 
*'  Indeed  we  do  not  fufFer  them  upon  us,  but  beat 
*'  them  away !  but  our  Saviour  is  quite  differently 
"  difpofed  towards  us.  It  is  a  pleafure  to  him  to  fee  us 
"  cleave  faft  unto  his  wounds,  and  fatisty  our  defire 
*'  with  his  blood." 

Another  compared  the  heart  to  a  lamp,  which  muft 
have  a  fufficiency  of  oil,  in  order  to  burn  and  give  light 
and  warmth  to  the  houfe.  Neither  could  we  give  forth 
any  other  light  and  warmth,  but  what  we  derive  from 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

/.  faid  :  "  My  poverty  permits  me  to  fay  no  more 
"  than  this  :  The  death  of  our  Saviour  and  his  whole 
"  paffion  is  the  deareft  fubje(Sl:  to  mej  which  I  like  to 
"  fpeak  of  to  you.  But  even  this  I  am  not  able  to  do, 
*'  if  the  Holy  Spirit  does  not  make  it  clear  in  my  heart, 
*'  and  furnifh  me  v/ith  words  for  it."  Upon  this,  he 
fpoke  of  the  great  happinefs  we  enioy  in  the  bloody 
wounds  of  the  dear  Lamb,  and  that  we  may  come  to 
him,  juft  as  we  are. 

D.  naturally  a  very  unpolifhed  and  rough  man,  fpoke 
with  a  tender  heart,  his  tears  flowing  do\yn  his  cheeks 
at  the  fame  time  ;  and  many  of  the  hearers  mingling  theirs 
v/ith  his.  He  faid,  v/ith  other  things  :  "  That,  not- 
"  withftanding  all  his  poverty  and  indigence,  he  was 
*'  i>ut  greatly  to  the  blufh  by  the  frequent  nearnefs  of 
"  our  dear  Saviour,  and  preferved  thereby  in  a  blefled 
"  peace.  And  fmce  he  loves  us  fo  very  much,  vile 
*'  and  wretched  as  we  are,  let  us  truly  love  him 
"  again." 

B.  faid  In  the  firft  m.ornlng-meeting  committed  to 
him,  "  that  our  Saviour  had  a  tedious  work  with  him, 
**  before  he  could  bring  him  to  the  enjoyment,  of  his 
**  blood  and  death,  and  yet  without  thefe  it  is  not 
*'  poflible  to  attain  falvation  and  have  true  life.  But  if 
''  we  every  day  fed  on  his  flefh  and  blood,  our  hearts 
'*  would  be  warm,  would  get  fap  and  virtue,  and  remain 
*'  in  an  unmoved  bleffed  courfe," 

Another  time  he   fpoke  of  the  unutterable  love  and 

ftiercy  of  our  Saviour  towards  all  the  poor  and  mifcrablc, 

whom  he  fees  coming  to   his  wounds,    in  order  to  fwid 

relief.     "  The  Holy  Ghofl  is  at  fuch  a  time  very  bufy. 

Vol.  II.  X  *'  by 
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"  by  whofe  iinpulfe  and  leading  alone  it  comes  to  pafs, 
"  as  it  never  enters  into  a  man's  mind  of  himfelf,  to 
*'  draw  near  to  our  Saviour;  for  no  man  has  one  good 
*'  thought  of  himfelf." 

Z>.  fpoke  "  of  the  great  grace  It  is  for  a  man  to  entcr- 
"  tain  a  fenfe  of  his  own  vilenefs.  He  only  ought  to  go 
*'  dire6lly  with  it  to  our  Saviour,  who  accepts  of  us 
-*'  with  heartinefs,  and  lets  us  quickly  feel  his  heart  full 
"  of  love,  ftanding  open  for  all  wretched  and  troubled 
*'  Tinners." 

Another  time  he  fpoke  in  an  uncommonly  folid  man- 
ner "  of  the  impoffibility  of  a  man's  being  chearful  and 
"  ferene,  as  long  as  he  continues  to  entertain  fmful 
**  thoughts,  though  they  may  not  iflue  in  fmful 
*'  actions.  But  if,  as  foon  as  he  is  aware  of  any  fuch 
*'  thing,  he  has  immediate  recourfe  to  our  Saviour,  and 
*'  is  afhamed  and  grieved  for  whatfoever  is  not  conform- 
*'  able  to  his  mind,  he  then  wafhes  all  away  with  his 
"  blood,  and  the  ferenity  of  his  heart  is  quickly 
*'  reftored." 

M.  chiefly  fpoke  of  his  own  heart,  and  thanked  our 
Saviour  for  bringing  him  to  his  people,  and  to  the 
knowledge  of-  his  death  and  blood,  on  which  he  often 
reflected  with  much  fatisfadlion,  efpecially  when  he  was 
alone,   or  on  the  water  in  his  kaiak. 

Another  time,  after  our  Saviour  had  wonderfully 
■dplivered  him  out  of  the  water,  when  a  feal  had  overfet 
him,  and  he  at  other  times  being  feldom  able  alone  to 
icoover  hiiv.lHf,  he  faid  the  day  after  in  the  morning- 
meeting  :  "  That  he  was  very  well,  and  much  com- 
*'  forted  in  his  heart  at  the  remembrance  of  our  Sa- 
"■'  viour's  having  purchafed  him  with  his  blood  and  death, 
■*'  and  made  him  his  property.  He  thanked  him  alfo 
^'  heartily  for  his- deliverance  out  of  the  water." 

L.  faid  among  other  things :  "  We  know  well,  what 
"  pain  it  gives,  when  a  perfan  under  our  authority, 
*'  is  not  obedient.  By  this  we  may  conceive,  what 
*'  pain  It  muft  give  our  Saviour,  when  we  will  not  be 
'*  obedient  to  him,  though  he  means  fo  well  with 
"  us.  O  !  'how  happy  would  it  be  for  us,  if  we  always 
"attended  to'the  voice  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whofe  de- 
■"  hvilit  it  i«-td  guide  us  to  our  Saviour,  in  whofe  wounds 
.       '  .  ■  "  we 
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**  we  may  be  fo  happy.  For  of  ourfelves  we  cannot 
**  enter  into  true  communion  with  him  ;  it  is  the  Holy 
**  Spirit  who  muft  lead  us  into  it,  and  he  does  it  with 
*'  pleafure." 

Again :  he  faid  "  that  a  poor  fmner  may  expect  all 
**  grace  from  our  Saviour;  but  whofoever  does  not 
"  know  himfelf  to  be  a  fmner,  cannot  have,  nor  enjoy 
"  his  fhare  in  our  Saviour  and  his  wounds." 

§  II. 

Upon  this  foundation  of  the  all-prevailing  merits  of 
Jefus,  twelve  fouls  this  year  departed  this  life  in  faith, 
as  poor  fmners  indeed,  but  finners  endowed  with  grace. 
Of  whom  the  following  are  worthy  of  notice. 

I.)  Martin,  a  youth,  came  to  us  from  the  bay  in  the 
year  1747,  with  the  late  Barzillai.  Our  Saviour  foon 
knocked  at  the  door  of  his  heart,  and  manifefted  to  him, 
that  life  and  falvation  was  attainable  only  in  his  blood. 
The  next  year  he  was  baptized.  He  retained  a  lafting 
imprelTion  of  this  grace,  as  he  teftined,  a  little  before  his 
end,  with  tears.  "  Ah,  faid  he,  what  kindnefs  has 
"  our  Saviour  fhewn  me,  in  bringing  me  to  his  people, 
*'  and  v/afhing  me  with  his  blood  !  I  am  greatly  afham- 
"  ed,  that  I  have,  fmce  then,  grieved  him  lb  often, 
"  and  thereby  made  my  heart  as  heavy,  as  if  it-had 
'*  been  cruflied  between  two  great  ftones.  Which  arofe 
"  from  hence,  that  I  had  not  kept  what  I  promifed  him 
"  at  baptifm.  Ah,  how  am  I  alhamed  !"  (which  words 
he  often  repeated  with  many  tears)  "  but  our  Saviour 
*'  never  failed  to  put  me  in  mind,  how  much  he  loved  me. 
"  And  now  I  rejoice,  that  I  fhall  foon  go  to  him,"  &c. 

2.)  Eliftia,  a  youth,  came  hither  in  the  year  1751, 
was  baptized  the  next  year,  and  got  a  lightfome  and 
chearful  heart ;  he  learned  alfo  to  read  and  write 
prettily,  but  had  a  weakly  tabernacle,  and  befides  got 
a  hurt  in  his  leg,  which  obliged  him  to  walk  wltii  a 
ftick.  Having  once  overfet,  and  taken  in  a  good  deal 
offea-water,  he  afterwards  grew  weaker  and  weaker, 
fell  into  a  confumption,  and  frequently  fpit  blood.  He 
was  at  the  fame  time  veiy  refigned,  and  got  a  more 
foiid  knowledge  of  his  own  corruption,  but  had  a 
childlike  honeit  heart,  which  made  every  thing  work 
X  2  '  for 
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for  his  good.  And  bis  taking  an  occafion,  in  an  optn 
and  folid  manner,  to  fpeak  fully  with  his  labourer 
concerning  all  the  circumftances  of  his  body  and  foul, 
proved  in  a  peculiar  manner,  an  abiding  blefling  to 
him.  In  his  ficknefs  he  declared,  with  a  ferene  coun- 
tenance, his  great  defire  to  be  with  his  Saviour ;  which, 
happinefs  a  fuJden  violent  fpitting  of  blood  helped  to 
h.ift.-n. 

3.)  Clemens,  a  married- man,  had  for  many  years 
a  call  in  his  heart  to  be  converted,  and  whenever  he 
came  to  vifit,  was  deeply  affected,  but  he  withftood  it, 
as  long  as  he  could,  till  our  Saviour  about  a  year  ago 
proved  too  frrong  for  him.  He  then  came,  as  a  widov/er, 
with  his  family,  and  our  Saviour  granted  him  the  favour 
this  fpring,  to  be  wafhed  in  the  laver  of  holy  baptifm. 
Not  long  after,  he  married  the  fecond  time,  and  on  this 
occafion  it  was  clearly  vifible  what  our  Saviour  had 
done  for  his  foul.  He  was  a  joy  to  us,  and  fpent  his 
Ihort  time  in  the  married-ftate  in  a  very  happy  manner. 
One  morning  he  went  out  in  his  kaiak  very  early,  and 
in  ftriking  a  feal  not  far  from  land,  he  overfet.  He 
recovered  himfelf  again,  and  his  wife,  who  beheld  it, 
called  fome-body  to  go  to  his  afliftance.  But  before 
the  perion  could  get  at  him,  he  was  overfet  again,  had 
crept  out  of  his  kaiak>  and  probably  funk,  as  his  body 
could  not  be  found.  He  was  otherwife  very  dextrous  in 
recovering  himfelf,  and  had  often  overfet.  But  at 
prefent  his  rudder  was  broke,  and  the  help  from  the 
{hore  came  too  late. 

4,)  Aaron,  a  married  man,  came  hither  in  the 
year  1755,  from  the  north.  He  was  the  laft  of  our 
dear  Daniers  relations,  to  whom  he  had  preached  the 
goipel.  This  perfon  had  kept  back  pretty  long,  but 
it  was,  as  if  the  whole  family  was  in  a  particular  manner 
chofen  by  our  Saviour.  Our  late  brother,  being  of  a 
rough,  ftubborn,  unbroken  difpofition,  went  on  excef- 
five  heavily  in  the  beginning.  But  our  Saviour  wrought 
fo  powerfully  upon  him,  that  he  may  be  alledged  as  a 
living  e>cample  of  the  truth  of  that  verfe  :  "  Yes,  the 
'*  majeftic  .rays, — which  each  nail-print  difplays,— 
*'  can  even  melt  a  ftone."  Holy  baptifm  vifibly  de- 
monftrated  its  power  upon  him.     And  whenever  after 

that. 
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that,  any  untowardnefs  occurred,  he  was  prefencly 
iiejected  in  his  niind,  and  could  not  be  ealy  till  it  was 
forgiven  him.  After  partaking  of  the  holy  communicui, 
he  became  quite  ano;her  mail,  fmneriike,  tender  and 
fenfihie.  And  withal  he  had  a  good  underftanding;, 
a  ferious  turn  of  mind,  and  m.alntained  a  very  orderly 
oeconomy  with,  his  wife  and  children.  At  the  fldraon- 
fijQiery  he  was  taken  with  a  pleurify,  defired  to  be 
brought  hither,  and,  while  on  the  v/ay,  was  very  brill:, 
and  Ipoke  very  heartily  with  his  people  of  our  Saviour 
and  his  iove  and  attachment  to  him.  At  'aft  he  faid  : 
^'  I  believe,  I  Ihall  pow  go  to  him  i"  begged  his  wife 
and  relations  not  to  grieve  too  much  for  him,  which  is 
very  unbecoming  baptized  perfons,  who  have  a  Sa- 
viour. And  juit  when  they  v»'ere  about  to  land,  his 
foul  took  Its  flight. 

5.)  Eleazar,  a  fingle  brother,  came  hither  a  boy  fix 
years  old  with  his  mother  and  relations,  in  the  year  i  743. 
It  was  fooa  perceived,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  was  bufy 
in  his  heart,  preparing  him  for  eternal  life.  In  his 
thirteenth  year  he  was  baptized,  and  from  that  time 
went  on  in  a  blclled  courfe  of  grace,  In  the  year  1753, 
he  was  made  partaker  of  the  blefled  fupper  of  the  Lord, 
which  was  a  means  of  rendering  his  heart  ftill  more 
lively  and  feeling.  And  withal  he  was  iinnerlike  and 
Jittle,  got  more  and  more  acquaint'^d  ■.vith  his  n'::ceiIi*ous 
ftate,  and  wiflied  earncftly  to  enter  into  a  ftill  clofer 
converfe  with  our  Saviour,  He  was  loved,  and  r^fpeclcd 
by  ever)' one  of  his  choir-affbciates,  in  whofe  houfe  he 
was  one  of  the  overfeers,  and  it  was  a  pleafure  to  thein 
to  converfe  with  him  of  their  hearts.  A  coniumutioi) 
rendered  him  unfit  for  out^vird  labour,  which  fometimes 
troubled  him  ;  but  he  wa^  patient,  and  refigned  to  the 
will  of  our  Saviour.  The  nearer  his  end  apprjach-d, 
the  more  chearful  he  was,  and  it  was  alv/ays  a  jcy  and 
refrefhment  to  vifit  him.  Four  years  ago  he  wrote  tn^ 
following  letter : 

"  Though  I  am  very  poor,  yet  does  not  our  Saviour 
*'  flight  me.  But  I  am  greatly  aihamed,  that  i  ilill 
**  have  fo  little  feeling  in  my  heart.  1  fhould  be  glad  to 
*'  be  quite  near  our  Saviour  early  and  late,  being  made 
^'  cne  with  him  by  his  boJy  and  bl<jod.     But  my  cale 

'*  is 
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"  is  ftill  very  indifferent,  though  I  am  fenfible  of  nothing 
*'  that  interpofes  betwixt  me  and  him.  When  bad 
"  thoughts  come  into  my  mind,  I  am  prefently  difpofed 
**  to  rethember  the  bitter  fufferings  and  death  of  our 
"  Saviour.  Thus  all  that  is  bad  vanifties,"  &cc. 
Out  of  a  letter  two  years  ago. 

*'  Though  my  defecSts  are  exceeding  many,  yet  he  is 
*'  near  to  me.     When  I  am  alone,  he  is  my  com-panion, 
*'  with  whom  I  converfe.     He  has  alio  preiirved  me  this 
*'  year  in  my  fmgle  ftate  from  every  bad  thing,"  &c. 
This  year  he  wrote  : 

"  I  am  a  poor  fmner,  and  rejoice  that  I  have  a 
*'  Saviour ;  or  elfe  I  could  not  fubfift.  I  will  alfo  as 
"  a  poor  wretch  conftantly  cleave  to  him,  and  con- 
"  tinually  remember  him,  that  I  may  be  flrengthned 
"  and  prepared  by  him,  iuppoiing  I  fhould  foon  go  to 
'*  the  church  above.  My  tabernacle  is  very  weak,  and 
*'  it  is,  poflibly,  the  laft  time  that  I  fhall  write  to  you, 
*'  I  fhall,  very  likely,  fee  you  no  more,  but  our  Sa- 
"  viour  knows  you,  and  knows  me  too,  and  has  made 
*'  us  one  by  his  death  and  blood.  To  him  will  I  cleave, 
"  till  I  go  to  him,"    . 

6.)  Nicodemus,  a  man  between  fixty  and  fe\'enty 
years  of  age.  His  eldeft  fon,  who  left  him  in  the  year 
if^i^  to  live  with  the  believers,  was  the  occafion  of 
his  coming  after  with  his  family  5  and  in  the  year  1754 
he  was  baptized,  Laft  fummer  he  fell  fick  of  the 
dropfy.  He  was  foon  convinced  that  this  would  be  an 
■  occafion  of  tranflating  him  to  our  Saviour;  and  the 
more  his  weaknefs  of  body  increafed,  the  greater  was 
his  defire,  which,  whenever  he  v/as  vifited,  he  expreffed 
with  particular  heartinefs.  "  I  fet  my  Saviour,  faid  he, 
"  continually  before  my  heart  and  eves,  my  confidence 
"  is  only  in  him.  The  time  here  lafts  too  long,  I 
"  fhould  be  glad  to  be  foon  with  him."  The  day  before 
his  end  he  was  in  a  particular  manner  chearful,  and 
fung  with  a  broken  voice  the  verfe  : 

The  Saviour's  blood  and  righteoufnefs 
My  fin'ry  is,  my  wedding-drefs, 
Therewith,  when  ent'ring  Heaven's  land. 
Full  well  Ihalj  I  before  God  ftand. 
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The  twenty-ninth  Year,  1761. 

§  I- 

THE  firft  of  Auguft  this  year  thie  m.iffionary  Boeh- 
nifti  and  his  wife  arrived  again  in. Greenland  from 
their  vifit  of  the  church  in  Germany.  With  them  I  alfo 
came  over,  in  order,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable  for  me, 
to  take  a  view  of  the  country,  but  efpecially  of  the  ftate 
and  conftitution  of  the  Greenland  congregation,  and, 
from  my  own  knowledge  an,d  the  records  laid  before  me, 
to  compile  a  hiftory  which  may  be  depended  upon  as 
juft  and  true.  We  bad  an  exceeding  hard  palFage  of  no 
lefs  than  eleven  weeks  from  Copenhagen  to  New-Herrn- 
huth ;  I  fay  not  hard,  with  a  view  to  the  company  in 
the  fhip,  for  we  were  as  civilly  treated  as  we  could  de- 
fire  on  board  the  {hip  Louifenburg,  captain  Chriftian 
JenfTen  Piil,  v.'ith  whom  we  failed  the  ijth  of  M:.y; 
but  I  fpeak  with  refpecl  to  the  many  contrary  winds 
and  ftormy  weather;  at  one.  time  not  far  from  the 
funken  land  of  Bu5,.  we  were  fcarce  able  to  m.ake  fix 
leagues  in  three  weeks,  and  had  five  ftorms  to  encourv- 
ter,  the  lall  of  which  near  Statenhook  was  the  moft 
dangerous.  But,  on  the  other  fide,  the  many  north 
and  weft-winds,  which  detained  us  fo  long,  had  cleared 
our  courfe  of  floating  icci  fo  that,  except  fome  huge- 
mountains  of  ice,  which  were  at  fome  dil^ance,  we  had, 
all  clear,  and  nothing  to  interrupt  our  entrance  into, 
Ball's-River.  But  before  we  could  run  in,  a  fudden 
calm  enfuing,  the  (hip  was  in  the  utmoft  daner  of 
being  carried  by  a  ftrong  tide  of  flood,  and  ftn.ii>.ljd  on. 
the  Kookcernen  rocks  lying  juft  before  us.  But,  when 
we  were  no  more  than  a  couple  of  gun-fhots  from  them, 
he,  who  has  the  fea  and  waves  under  his  command, 
gave  us  wind  fufficient  to  hold  off  from  land  and  keep 
at  fea. 

At  my  return,  Sept.  7,  1762  a  ftlll  m.ore  furprizing 
accident  of  the  fame  kind  happened  to  us.  As  we  were 
paffing  into  che  open  fea  with  a  gentle  breeze  between 
the  Kookcernen  and  the  fo  called  Fifher-rock  (the  moft 
dangerous  place  of  this  entrance,)  it  fell  fuddeniy  calm, 
L  4.  and. 
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and  we  were  inftantly  covered  with  a  thick  fog,  which, 
as  the  inhabitants  haftening  by  us  from  the  iflands,  aflu- 
red  us,  was  feen  no  where  but  round  our  fliip.  And  in 
the  fame  moment,  by  the  change  of  the  current  at  the 
turn  of  the  tide,  the  fhip  was  violently  driven  betwixt 
the  Fiflier-rock  and  r  r  ifland  we  could  not  at  all  difcern, 
till  the  fog  was  difperfed.  1  ne  Ihip's-yawl  and  a  pilot- 
boat  from  the  colony  were  immediately  faftened  to  the 
fhip,  in  order  to  hale  her  out  of  this  dangerous  fituation ; 
but  they  could  not  move  her  off  the  fpot,  hov/ever  they 
prevented  the  current  from  cafting  her  upon  the  hidden 
rocks.  As  foon  as  the  merchant  and  our  brethren  from 
the  b'gheft  of  the  Kangek-iflands  fpled  the  fhip  in  this 
diflrefs,  they  collected  and  double-mann'd  all  the  Green- 
landers  women-boats  they  could  find  there  (for  in  cafe 
of  need  the  Greenlanders  lend  a  helping  hand)  haftened 
to  the  alTiPLance  of  the  fhip,  and  tow'd  her  for  ten  hours 
tor-ether  two  leagues  into  a  fmall  occafional  haven  oflf 
Kangek,  from  whence  we  proceeded  pn  our  voyage  the 
next  day  without  any  farther  trouble. 

Now  as  to  the  congregation,  at  New-Herrnhuth,  ' 
had  looked  for  fome  years  as  if  it  would  fcarce  increafe 
much  further  from  ^^vithout ;  for  the  country  was  pretty 
much  evacuated,  and  the  favages  in  a  great  meafure 
moved  away.  And  though  fome  old  acquaintance  were, 
continually  coming  to  vifit  from  the  inlet  and  the  iflands, 
it  was  only  for  old  acquaintance  fake.  But  this  year  a 
great  fv/arm  of  fouthlanders  again  paiTed  by  to  the  north, 
and  fome  families  fixed  their  abode  for  a  whole  year  upon 
the  iflands.  Thus  again  an  opportunity  offered  of  letting 
forth  to  the  perfeilly  ignorant  heathens  their  God  and 
Saviour,  and  making  a  prize  of  here  and  there  a  foul, 
nay,  even  whole  families  out  of  them,  1  will  put  down 
a  few  excerpta  out  of  the  diary  concfrning  it. 

**  The  3d  and  4th  of  July,  we  were  much  vifited  by 
*'  the  fouthlanders.  Our  concern  wa"^,  to  find  out  fuch, 
**  to  whofc  hearts  we  could  addrefs  a  word  of  their 
**  Greater ;  and  fome  came  fometimes  into  the  meeting. 
'^  But  they  were  chiefly  fuch,  as  have  lived  in  the  north, 

and 
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**  and  now  intend  to  go  thither  again,  and  are  not  eafily 
*'  drawn  from  their  purpofe. 

*'  The  6th,  we  had  again  fouthlandcrs  here.  They 
*'  would  not  go  to  the  meeting;  but  came  in  crowds 
*'  into  our  rooms,  fpoke  of  their  fine  land  in  the  fouth, 
"  and  endeavoui'ed  to  incline  us  to  go  with  them  thi- 
*'  ther  J  and  then  they  would  live  with  us,  and  hear  us. 
"  On  our  attempting  to  recommend  to  them  our  Sa- 
"  viour  and  the  happinefs  of  believers ,  they  faid, 
*'  they  did  not  underitand  the  difcourfes  of  the  Euro- 
*'  peans,  their  ears  were  incapable  of  comprehending 
*'  fuch  flrange  words,  about  an  immortal  foul,  about  a 
*'  Creator  and  Saviour.  Juil  then  came  in  Daniel  the 
^'  Greenlander.  Now,  faid  we,  here  comes  a  Green- 
*'  lander,  whofe  words  ye  will  underftand.  We  defired 
"  him  to  make  the  matter  plain  to  them.  He  then  firit 
*'  of  all  examined  them,  how  their  kajaks  and  women's- 
*'  boats  came  into  being;  and  they  confefTmg,  that  no- 
**  thing  could  caufe  its  own  exiftence,  but  muft  be 
^*  made  by  one  that  is  greater,  and  exifted  before,  he 
*'  faid,  "  thus  ye  may  eafily  conceive,  that  men  alfo 
"  mufl:  be  made  by  fome  one.  Him  we  call  Pingortitfirfoky 
*'  the  Creator  of  all  things.  He  made  man,  to  be  his 
*'  property.  But  he  fell  from  him,  and  joined  ifTue  by 
•*  fm  with  Torngarjuk^  who  is  an  extremely  bad  fpirit. 
•'  But  it  pitied  the  Creator  of  all  things,  to  fee  man  in- 
^'  volved  in  ruin  and  eternal  damnation.  He  himfelf 
**  therefore  was  made  man,  like  me  and  you,  laid  down 
"  his  life  for  us,  and  fhed  his  blood,  in  order  to  fet  us 
"  free  from  fm  and  the  devil.  Hence  it  is,  that  we  call 
*-'  him,  our  Creator  Jeftis  Chrifl^  Annaurftrfoky  our  Saviour 
*'  and  Deliverer.  Now  when  we  believe  this,  and  are 
*'  wafhed  in  his  blood  from  evil,  we  are  made  children 
**  of  God ;  and  when  we  die,  we  go  to  him,  and  re- 
*'  main  for  ever  with  him  in  felicity  unfpeakable.  But 
**  that  ye  fay,  ye  know  not  whether  ye  have  a  foul,  is 
**  not  true.  Ye  will  not  know  it,  nor  care  for  your 
**  immortal  foul,  becaufe  ye  chufe  ftill  to  act  according 
*'  to  your  pleafure  and  according  to  the  luft  of  your 
*'  fie{h  ;  therefore  it  is,  that  ye  w^ill  not  hear  nor  under- 
**  fland,  nor  come  to  the  believers  :  for  ye  know  that  a 
*'  change  muft  pafs  upon  you.     And  ye  think,  ye  can 

then 
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*'  then  have  no  more  fatisfadlion.  Butyearevaftlydeceiv- 
*'  ed.  I  had  formerly  no  true  I'atisfadlion  ;  but  when  I 
*'  believed  in  our  Saviour,  I  began  to  be  truly  happy. 
**  As  often  as  I  think  on  his  death  and  blood-fhedding, 
"  my  heart  is  light  and  joyful.  Hence  it  is  alfo,  that 
"  I  am  no  more  afraid  of  death  like  you ;  for  I  know 
"  that  I  go  to  my  Lover,  with  whom  I  am  even  here  (o 
*'  happy,  though  I  do  not  yet  fee  him." 

This  difcourfe,  which  in  the  prefence  of  the  merchants, 
flowed  with  an  uncommon  freedom,  like  a  fountain,  from 
the  Greenlander's  mouth  and  heart,  ftruck  the  heathens 
very  much,  and  vifibly  threw  them  into  great  agitation 
of  mind.  Perhaps  it  might  be  afcribed  to  this  dilcourfe, 
that  foon  after  a  widow  with  her  two  daughters  offered 
themfelves  to  ftay  here;  and  in  a  couple  of  weeks  two 
ffimilies  brought  their  capelins  into  the  ftore-houfe,  as  a 
token,  that  they  intended  to  live  here.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  young  man,  who  has  been  much  acquainted 
with  us  thefe  nine  years,  not  without  imprelTions,  and 
of  whofe  converfion  fome  time  or  other  we  had  conceiv- 
ed hopes,  he  during  his  abfence  for  two  years  in  the 
fouth,  had  taken,  four  wives,  and  did  not  at  all  like  to 
come  nigh  us. 

§  3- 

-A  confiderable  number  of  the  wandring  fouthlanders 
took  up  their  abode  in  Kangek  and  Kookoernen  ;  v/hich 
gave  the  brethren  fo  much  the  greater  joy  and  hope,  as 
this  their  chapel  of  eafe,  or  outer-court,  out  of  which 
they  had  gained  the  moft  fouls  for  our  Saviour,  had  now 
flood  pretty  empty  for  near  feven  years.  Some  came  alfo 
from  time  to  time  to  vifit,  and  it  was  perceptible,  that 
they  were  more  and  more  willing  to  hear,  Some  ftayed 
outright,  and  we  inherited  the  relifts  of  others.  Thus  in 
autumn  a  dead  man  was  brought  from  Kookcernen,  who 
had  defired  to  be  buried  near  the  believers,  becaufe  he 
had  intended  to  live  there  himfelf  and  be  converted. 
His  two  wives  alfo  came  with  their  children  at  the  fame 
time.  He  had  ordered  the  concubine  to  iiay  with  the 
brethren  ;  but  had  advifcd  the  right  wife  to  go  to  her 
friends  in  Karlak.  But  when  the  latter  faw,  that  our 
Greenlanders  were  folicitous  to  provide  alfo  for  her  and 

her 
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her  fon,  fhe  chofe  to  ftay  here  *.  On  the  other  hand, 
z  widow,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  her  diftrefs  to  the 
baptized,  in  order  to  get  a  fubliftence  through  the  win- 
ter, was  difmiffed  becaufe  fhe  had  privately  fent  ofF  her 
fon,  who  was  in  a  hopeful  way,  with  fome  vifiting  fa- 
vages,  fearing  left  he  fhould  be  baptized,  and  (he  pre- 
vented thereby  in  her  heathenifh  views. 

Our  Greenland-helpers,  being  defirous  to  make,  at 
leaft,  fome  of  the  new  neighbours  in  the  iflands  partakers 
of  their  happinefs,  were  very  bufy  with  them,  vilking 
them  frequently  and  fpeaking  to  their  hearts.  Upon 
hearing,  that  an  old  man  was  dead  in  Kookcernen, 
whofe  children  had  often  difcovered  a  defire  to  come  to 
.us,  a  couple  of  them  went  thither  to  know  their  minds. 
And  as  they  were  ftill  very  undetermined,  becaufe  the 
Greenlanders  chufe  to  remain  a  full  year  on  the  fpot 
where  any  of  their  relatives  die,  to  bewail  them,  except 
fome  infedlious  diftemper  prevails  there  ;  our  Daniel 
reafoned  them  out  of  this  heathenifti  and  fuperftitious 
cuftom ;  and  they  brought  this  family,  confifting  of  fix 
perfons,  along  with  them ;  and  it  was  evident,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  had  already  begun  a  good  work  in  their 
fouls. 

§4. 

Now  the  miffionaries  found  it  worth  the  while  to  go 
to  the  iflands  again,  as  there  were  people  that  they  had 
hopes  of  being  a  blefling  tq.  During  the  fummer  they 
had  got  acquainted  with  them,  and  on  every  occafion 
-  had  fcattered  fome  feed.  In  December,  John  Soerenfen 
went  with  fome  Greenlanders  to  Kangek,  found  good 
entrance ,  and  our  Daniel  helped  him  faithfully  in 
making  known  to  his  country-men  the  happinefs  which 
is  to  be  had  with  our  Saviour.  Several  of  the  heathen 
were  powerfully  moved,  and  among  the  reft  a  fingle 
man,  whofe  name  was  Kigutikak,  who  refolved,  as  fooii 
as  his  kajak  was  finiftied,  to  come  to  us.  This  man 
having  his  feet  frozen,  had  them  cut  off";  he  now  creeps 

*  Although  a  Greenlander  has  an  inclination  to  live  in  a  place,  yet  he 
waits  till  fomebody  preffes  him.  For  it  is  feldom  their  way,  to  folicit  for 
a  thing.  Therefore  it  is  uuial  for  the  head  of  a  family  defirous  to  ftay 
there,  to  fay  to  the  miffionary  :  "  Such  or  fuch  a  Greenlander  has  told  me 
*'  to  ftay  here,  but  I  don't  know  j5«  yet,"  that  is,  I  don't  know,  whether 
you  will  rivg  me  leave, 

along 
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along  upon  his  knees,  but  can  get  in  and  cui:  of  his  ka- 
jak  without  afTillance,   and   gain   fufficient   for   a  good 
maintenance,  nay,  goes  better  cloathed  than  many  able- 
bodied  Greeulandcrs.     They  brought  four  women  with 
them,  who  intended  to  ftay  a  few  days  here,  in  order  to 
hear  more  of  our  Saviour.      A  little  before  Chrirtmas, 
the  father  of  one  of  them  came,  with  his  two  brothers, 
to  i'jtch  his  daughter  back  again.  She  earneftly  inireated 
him  to  let  her  {lay  here,  becaufe  file  was  defirous  to  be- 
lieve on  our  Saviour.     But  when  {he  faw,  it  was  all  to 
no-  purpofe,  and  that  he  would  take  her  away  by  force, 
{lie  ran  into  the  meeting-hall,   and  implored  our  pro- 
te<5tion.    The  father  and  his  brothers  were  called  to  her. 
He  took  all  po{rible  pains  to  perluade  her  to  go  with  him, 
aiFuring  her,  fiie  fhould  only  {lay  with  him  over  the  win- 
ter, and  in  the  fpring  he  himJ'elf  would  move  hither  and 
be  converted.  Which  was  con{irmed  by  his  two  brothers, 
who  promiled  her  fine  new  cloaths  and  the  like.  But  no- 
thing was  lg  be  done  with  her,  {he  wepc,  made  chem  no  an- 
fwer,  and  as  they  were  going  to  lay  hold  of  her,  in  order  to 
carry  her  away,  fne  fell  a  fhrieking  and  trembL'ig,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  move  the  corr.pa{i:on  of  all  around  her  ex* 
ceedingly.    At  length  {he  was  alked,  "  if  any  of  our  people 
"  had  perfuaded  her  to  come  hither,  or  to  iiiy  here  ?"  And 
having  anfwered  in  the  negative  to  both  thefe  que{l:ions  ; 
it  was  fa:d,  to  her :  "  Why  then  wilt  thou  not  go  with 
*'  thy  father  ?  "  She  faid,  *'  Becaufe  I  want  to  be  con- 
'*  Averted."     Now,  faid  we  to  them,  ye  {'ee,  that  we  do 
not  draw  away  your  relations  trcm  you  to  us  j  and  they 
may  return,  whenever  they  pleafe;  but  ye  mult:  not  re- 
quire us  to  force  them  awa\',  or  perluade  them  to  be 
gone,  when  they  are  defirous  to  be  our  Saviour's.     But 
now,  what  if  ye  yourfelves  were  to  ftay,  and  follow  her 
example  ?  Ye  would  not  repent  of  it.     The  father,  after 
fome  confideration,  faid  :  "  If  my  daughter  {lays,  I  will 
*'  flay  too."     But  his  two  brothers,    who  alfo  are  not 
without  fome  impre{]ions,  faid  :    *'  We  will  firft  go  to 
"  the  north  to  our  eldeft  brother,   and  at  our  return, 
"  we  will  live  here  too."     The  father  then  fent  them  to 
Kangek  to  fetch  his  things,  and  his  ion.  But  the  daugh- 
ter went  out  of  the  way,  till  they  were  gone,  left  they 
fliculd  carry  her  off  with  them  by  furprize.     One  of 
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thefe  people  conftantly  attended  the  meetings  at  Chrift- 
mas.  *'  His  heart,"  it  is  faid  in  the  diary,  "  is  appa- 
"  rently  in  great  perplexity  and  uneafineis.."  When 
he  is  afked :  Whf.t  he  thinks  of  the  dodrine  of  our  Sa- 
viour ?  he  is  well  pleafcd  v/ith  every  thing,  but  he  does 
not  yet  know,  what  to  chufe.  Afterwards  more  people 
coming  from  Kangek,  he  faid  to  one  of  them:  "  Had 
•'  you  yefterday"  (the  day  after  Chrillmas-day)  "  been 
"  here,  you  would  have  heard  and  feen  iomething !  but 
"  there  is  preachiiig  again  to-day,  won't  you  go  and 
•*  hear  too  r"  The  other  replied  :  "  I  am  only  afraid, 
*'  it  v/ill  make  me  fick,"  that  is,  uneafy.  Howeverj 
they  both  tame  and  liftened  attentively, 

§5. 

Some  few  times  people  alfo  came  on  a  vifit  from  the 
Kellingeit  iilands  lying  twenty  leagues  to  the  fouth, 
and  it  was  perceptible  thpt  a  motion  was  beginning 
among  the  heathen  there.  The  merchant  alfo  brought 
with  him  from  thence  a  brijTc  boy,  who  had  loft  his 
parents,  and  had  been  ufed  by  the  heathens  as  a  kind 
of  comedian.  His  relations,  who  are  not  void  of  a  g®od 
fpark,  could  no  longer  bear  to  fee  his  ruin  promoted  in 
fuch  a  manner,  and  fent  him  to  the  brethren,  requefting 
them  to  care  for  his  education,  as  they  themfelves  had 
thoughts  of  living  with  them  one  time  or  other.  As  he 
was  the  firft  time  at  a  catcchifation,  and  was  afked, 
whether  ha  too  would  get  acquainted  with  our  Saviour, 
and  be  converted  ?  he  anfwered  quite  boldly  :  "  O  yes, 
**  I  fhall  foon  be  converted."  Another,  who  came 
from  the  fame  place  a  year  ago,  and  had  been  lately 
baptized,  jogged  him,  laying  :  *'  Thou  fayeft,  thou 
*'  knoweft  not  what ;  thou  art  yet  ignorant,  what  con- 
*'  verfion  means  ;  it  fignifies,  to  yield  up  the  heart 
"  wholly  to  our  Saviour,  with  every  evil  inclination." 

Now  as  this  boy  was  pofleffed  of  a  peculiar  vivacity,. 
far  above  the  ftandard  of  the  Greenlanders,  I  took  more 
flri6t  notice  of  his  deportment,  and  made  the  obferva- 
tion  from  him,  how  little  dependence  is  to  be  placed 
upon  the  good-will  and  aflent  of  the  Greenlanders,  as 
foon  as  a  true  fubverfion  of  the  ground  and  bottom  of 
the  heart,  according  to  Luther's  defcription  o^  faith,  is 

to 
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to  take  place ;  aPxd  how  little  external  circumftanees 
among  the  Greenlanders  hinder  or  promote  the  work 
of  converllon.  For  though  this  boy  was  a  poor  orphan, 
and  was  here  with  a  wealthy  mafter  without  children, 
and  his  preiumf)tive  heir,  yet  his  uneafinefs  of  mind 
would  have  prompted  him  to  repair  to  the  heathen  again, 
as  foon  as  his  corruption  manifefted  itfelf,  and  he  faw 
no  other  way  of  efcaping  the  claim  our  Saviour  laid  t» 
his  heart ;  though  at  laft  he  was  obedient  to  it.  We 
may  alfo  fee  from  hence,  what  the  fo  called  penitential 
confli<5l  is  ?  in  whom,  and  from  what  caufes  it  fprings  f 
and  how  the  fimple  following  of  the  rule,  My  fort,  give 
me  thy  hearty  makes  a  fpeedy  and  joyful  end  of  that  con- 
teft  of  the  creature  with  its  Creator. 

Again,  it  may  be  feen  from  this  inftance,  how  the 
Greenlanders,  that  have  true  life  in  their  hearts,  endea- 
vour, according  to  their  own  experience,  to  infmuate 
juft  conceptions  of  converfion  into  the  minds  of  the  ig- 
norant and  unexperienced,  making  ufe  of  every  oppor- 
tunity for  that  purpofe.  Thus  a  widow  from  the  north 
fpoke  to  the  often-mentioned  Chriftina,  who  was  bap- 
tized in  the  north  :  "  It  is  indeed  an  exceeding  happy 
*'  thing  for  thee,  that  thou  goeft  to  all  the  meetings  of 
"  the  faithful,  and  I  fee  plainly,  that  thy  heart  at  all 
**  times  reaps  fome  good  from  it.  The  reafon  of 
"  which  is,  no  doubt,  that  thou  art  not  fo  bad  as  I 
*'  am."  *'  No,"  anfvt'ered  flie,  "  that  is  not  the  rea- 
**  fon ;  our  Saviour  has  not  chofen  me,  becaufe  I  am 
*'  good,  but  becaufe  I  am  a  wretched,  poor  and  cor- 
*'  rupted  fmner.  He  receives  none  but  poor  fmners, 
*'  who  cannot  be  fatisfied  without  him;  juft  fuch  he 
*'  fele6ts  out  of  all.  Thou  art  not  too  bad  for  him, 
*'  but  perhaps  efteemeft  thyfelf  better  than  thou  art ; 
*'  therefore  it  is,  that  thou  canft  not  yet  truly  rejoice  in 
*'  thy  Saviour." 

Once  fome  Greenlanders  were  with  an  Europeaa 
brother,  and  faw  him  polifliing  a  new-caft  pewter-fpoon. 
Thie  put  the  often-mentioned  Daniel  in  mind  of  the 
circumcifion  of  the  heart,  according  to  Col.  u.  ii.  and 
he  faid  to  the  reft :  '*  Now  I  can  well  conceive,  how 
*'  our  Saviour  af^s  in  the  circumcifion  of  our  hearts,  and 
**  how  he  proceeds  even  to  the  end  with  ourpurification^ 

"  when 
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*'  when  we  furrender  up  our  hearts  unto  him.  He  muft 
*'  firft  cut  away  all  the  coarfe  ftuff  that  is  good  for 
"  nought,  and  yet  he  finds  afterwards  fo  much  ftill  to 
"  rub  off.  This  caufes  him  much  trouble,  and  gives 
**  us  pain  too  J  but  behold,  juft  as  the  brother  pours 
'*  on .  the  burnifhing-water,  to  do  it  the  eafier,  and  to 
*'  make  the  fpoon  the  fmoother  and  brighter,  fo  our 
"  Saviour  pours  his  blood  upon  us,  makes  our  purifi- 
*'  cation  agreeable,  and  nevet  ceafes  his  work,  till  we 
■*'  are  pleafing  to  him-" 

§6.  _ 

The  fame  Greenlander  once  fpoke  in  the  morning- 
ineeting,  "  of  the  body  and  blood  of  our  Saviour  being 
"  the  only  means  of  making  and  keeping  our  hearts 
*'  found,  and  well.  As  fenfible  people,"  faid  he,  "  take 
"  good  care  to  preferve  their  bodies  from  harm,  fo 
*'  ought  we  to  take  care  of  our  fouls.  But  fmce  we 
*'  have  no  power  nor  underftanding  to  do  this  of  our- 
*'  felves,  we  need  only  attend  to  the  maternal  voice  of 
*'  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  certainly  reveals  to  us  all  dan- 
"  ger  and  ficknefs  at  the  right  time,  and  fhews  us, 
*'  where  our  help  lies." 

Another  time  he  fpoke  excellently  of  our  Saviour's 
paffion  both  on  the  mount  of  Olives  and  on  the  crofs, 
as  he  there  bore  our  ficknefs,  and  provided  a  perfect 
remedy  for  it  by  his  wounds.  Then  he  made  a  com- 
parifon  of  bodily  fickneffes :  "  A  perfon  may  be  fick, 
*'  and  not  know  it,  or  at  leaft:  not  heed  it  rightly; 
"  v/hich  is  the  moft  dangerous  thing.  As  foon  as  a 
"  perfon  feels  his  ficknefs,  he  longs  for  medicine;  and 
*'  when  he  has  taken  it,  it  often  caufes  great  pain  ac 
*'  firft,  but  this  is  a  fign  of  a  good  operation,  and  fpee- 
*'  dy  recovery."  He  made  a  beautiful  application  of 
this  to  man's  fpiritual  ficknefs,  and  to  the  cure,  which 
the  Holy  Ghofl  directs  us  to,  and  applies,  in  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  Jefus  in  foul  and  body,  both  on  the  mount 
of  Olives  and  on  the  crofs. 

When  the  greatefi:  part  of  the  baptized  returned  from 
the  iflands,  and  were  intending  to  fet  out  for  the  Sound, 
he  faid  in  a  difcourfe  to  them  among  other  things ; 
*'  ^Vhen  we  are  amgng  the  favages,  we  hear  nothing  of 

''  our 
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*'  our  Saviour  and  his  merits,  but  of  earthly  things, 
*'  which  our  hearts  receive  no  nourifhment  from. 
*'  Hence  it  may  eafily  happen,  that  we  grow  dry,  tri- 
'*  fling,  and  deceitful.  But  we  know,  though  we  have 
*'  no  teachers  with  us  toinftruftus,  yet  we  have  theHo- 
*'  ly  Spirit  every  where,  whofedehght  it  is  to  put  us  in 
*'  mind  of  our  Saviour.  But  for  this  an  obedient 
"  heart,  and  hftening  ear  is  required.  And  if  this  is 
"  wanting,  even  our  teachers  can  be  of  no  great  benefit 
*'  to  us.  Ye  well  know,  that  formerly  it  was  but  of 
*'  little  advantage  to  us,  though  our  teachers  vifited  us 
*'  or  we  them  ever  fo  often ;  we  being  then  fuch  bad 
*'  people,  and  deftitute  of  all  feeling  in  our  hearts. 
*'  But  fince  we  are  made  fenhble  of  his  death  and  paf- 
*'  lion  in  our  hearts,  the  cafe  is  quite  altered ;  at  leaft 
*'  I  can  fay,  whatever  I  am  about,  I  have  him  near  to 
*'  my  heart,  which  makes  me  conftantly  happy.  But 
"  I  know,  that  many  among  us  are  fUll  liable  to  fwerve 
*'  from  their  hearts,  and  to  fall  inio  fomething  or'other 
*'  of  painful  confequence  to  them.  But  I  intreat  )'ou, 
*'  give  heed  to  the  direil  way,  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
*'  (hews  you  to  the  wounds  of  our  Saviour ;  and  when- 
"  ever  ye  are  fenfible,  that  it  is  not  well  with  you,  g3 
*'  directly  to  him,  who  has  bought  us  with  his  blood, 
*'  and  befeech  him  to  draw  quite  near  your  hearts  again. 
"  And  when  ye  come  among  the  favages,  beware  of 
"  fufFering  damage  in  your  fouls.  While  they  talk  to- 
*'  gether  of  unprofitable  things,  do  ye  think  on  Jefus 
*'  the  crucified.  Muft  ye  fpeak  with  them,  let  your 
**  chief  topick  be,  what  our  Saviour  has  done,  and 
"  daily  does  for  your  fouls.  Now  I  wifh,  we  all  may 
'*  look  conftantly  unto  him,  how  he  was  nailed  for  us 
*'  on  the  crofs,  until  we  go  to  him." 

§  7. 
This  v.'as  the  firft  difcourfe  I  heard  delivered  by  a 
Greenlander.  I  could  not  but  admire  the  parrhefy  and 
agreeable  manner  in  which  he  fpokc,  and  had  the  dif- 
courfe direitly  put  into  German.  It  would  be  too  te- 
dious to  give  fuch  a  large  recital  of  every  difcourfe;  but 
yet  it  will  be  acceptable  to  many,  to  read  the  chief  con- 
tents of  a  few  fuch  difcourfes,   and   to  fee,    how  the 

Green- 
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Grcenlanders  grow  in  the  living  knovvkJ^a  of  Chriil, 
Thus  Ipokc 

D.  "  Our  bcft  and  greateft  thing  is  tlic  bJood  of  our 
**  Saviour.  If  we  pay  no  regard  to  that,  wc  arc  no 
*'  better  than   brutes.     His   precious   blood   renders   us 

*'  precious, Vv^e   need    only   look    back,    how    we 

*'  thought  and  aifted,  before  we  had  any  acquaintance 
*'  with  our  Sa\  iour.  We  are  now  aihamed,  that  we 
"  were  ff)  wicked,  and  y^t  wc  could  act  no  better. 
"  Therefore  let  us  highly  efteem  tlie  grace,  which  fe- 
*'  ledled  us  from  aiviong  the  heathen,  brought  us  to  our 
''  Saviour  and  his  wounds,  and  made  other  men  of  us." 

/.  "  As  I  am  very  poor,  1  have  not  much  to  fay  to 
"  you.  Rut  this  I  know  and  fe--i  :  Ifwc  lofe  fight  of 
*'  our  Saviour,  and  do  not  continually  fct  before  us  th'^ 
"  wounds  in  his  hands  and  fcer,  v/c  cannot  be  happv. — 
"  Alas  !  if  our  Saviour  had  not  died  for  us  and  fhcd  his 
"  blood,  we  fliould  not  be  a  congregation,  fhould  have 
*'  no  teachers,  but  fhould  wander  about  like  the  beads. 
*'  But  he  has  brought  us  together  by  his  death,  and  nov/ 
"  we  can  daily  hear  the  fwect  words  of  his  fufferings, 
*'  and  withal  be  happv  and  chearful  in  our  hearts." 

y.  begun  his  dilcourle  thus  : 

"  My  brethren,  I  am  to  fpeak  to  vou,  and  I  myfcif 
*'  have  a  poor  heart,  and  feel  my  deficiency  on  every 
*'  ude  :  but  I  cleave  daily  to  the  Lamb  and  his  wounds, 
"  and  confefs  my  wretchedncfs  to  him.,  and  he  docs  not 
"  fail  to  blefs  and  comfort  me.  Therefore  I  hold  faft 
''  to  him,  with  the  fame  willing  mind,  as  a  child  dots 
**  to  its  mother."  He  then  interrogated  the  hearers  a 
little,  how  they  were,  when  they  heard  the  fv^-eet  words 
of  Jefus's  blood  and  death  ? 

y1.  fpoke  in  the  morning-mcetinj,  in  whicli  were 
fomc  ftrangers,  of  fhe^ea*h  and  inlcnfibility  of  man's 
iieart,  till  our  Saviour  quickens  it  and  gives  it  a  fen- 
laticn.  "  For,"  faid  he,  "  by  his  death  he  has  acquired 
*'  life  for  all  men.  No  one  is  able  by  his  own  good 
"  thinking  oracling,  to  contribute  the  leaft  thing  to  it ; 
*^'  and  qne  man  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  debar  another 
*'  pf  it,  if  he  himfclf  is  concerned  to  attain  it;  but  a  man 
'*  nay  hinder  himfelf  from  attaining  it,  bv  his  own  un- 

VyL,  II.  Y  '  "  wilJin^- 
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"  wlllingnefs,  and  conftant  turning  afide  from  our  Sa- 
"  viour  who  is  in  purfuit  after  our  fouls." 

B.  fpoke  of  our  Maker's  love  in  becoming  a  man  for 
us,  in  fubmitting  to  the  infli6tion  of  fo  many  wounds 
en  himfelf,  and  redeeming  us  by  his  death.  *'  Becaufc 
*'  we  are  ruined  in  foul  and  body,"  were  his  words, 
*'  he  v/as  obliged  to  fuffer  in  foul  and  body.  Becaufe 
"  all  our  members  were  depraved  by  fin,  he  condef- 
"  cended  to  have  all  his  members  wounded,  that  we 
"  might  no  more  ufe  our  members  unto  fin,  but  to  his 
*'  glory." 

Another  time  he  began  thus :  "  Our  word  for  this 
*'  day,  which  ye  heard  in  the  morning-fervice,  recurs 
"  to  my  minA:  He  doth  wonder oiijly^  and  we  look  on.  Judg. 
*'  xiii.  19.  When  v/e  look  back  and  rightly  confider, 
"  who  we  are,  and  what  a  plight  we  were  in  many 
"  years  ago,  and  then  turn  our  thoughts  upon  our  pre- 
*'  fent  condition,  that  the  mofl:  of  us  are  now  not  only 
"  baptized  with  his  blood,  but  many  of  us  even  made 
*'  partakers  of  his  body  and  blood,  and  that  we  all  en- 
"  joy  fo  much  grace  every  day  ;  then  indeed  we  muft 
*'  needs  own,  that  he  has  done  wondcroufly  with  us. 
*'  Which  is  caufe  both  of  abafement,  and  joy  to  us.  In 
''  particular  it  is  caufe  of  joy,  that  we  have  our  Saviour 
'-'■  fo  nigh  to  us.  Yes  certainly,  he  is  nearer  to  us  than 
'•'  our  cloaths  to  our  backs.  It  is  true,  we  do  not  fee 
'-'•  him  with  thel'e  our  bodily  eyes  ;  but  the  new  man, 
*•'■  which  he  has  created  in  us,  has  fuch  eyes,  as  to  be 
-''  able  to  fee  him,  and  have  him  truly  and  fenfibly  near 
"'  every  day  in  his  fufFering  form." 

§8. 

But,  as  every  one  may  cafily  fuppofe  that  the  help- 
■cis  arc  feledl  people,  in  order  to  give  fome  idea  of  the 
whole  body,  I  will  now  recite,  wh?.t  ftate  this  was  found 
in  at  the  t;aie  of  their  entering  upon  their  winter-rccefs 
and  prefcntly  after.  Of  this  it  is  faid  :  "  It  is  true,  we 
*•*■  found  fome  caufe  of  grief  here  and  there,  and  at  that 
"  time  eight  perfons  were  obliged  to  forego  the  fupper 
■•■'  of  the  Lord  ;  but  in  the  whole,  we  could  not  render 
"'  fuff.cient  thanks  to  our  Sa\iour  for  the  grace  and  pre- 
'"  li-rvution  he  liad,  this  fummer  alio,  conferred  upon 

"  our 
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*'  our  people;  infomuch  that  our  comfort  in  them  out- 
*'  weighed  our  anxiety."  Some  weeks  after,  it  is  faid  : 
*'  At  our  fpeaking  with  the  baptized,  we  this  time  ob- 
*'  ferved  a  blefled  work  of  the  Lord  upon  their  hearts. 
*'  Many  fpoke  in  a  very  feeling  manner  and  with  tears, 
*'  of  the  fituation  of  their  hearts.  One  faid,  that  his 
"  heart  was  formerly  like  a  large  full  vefTel ;  but  now 
"  our  Saviour  had  emptied  it  fo  entirely,  that  not  the 
"  leaft  felf-conceit  was  left  in  it.  He  is  nov/  very  happy 
*'  and  the  defire  of  his  foul  is  after  him,  who  redeemed 
"  him  with  his  blood.  In  the  evening  we  had  the 
*'  bleffed  enjoyment  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift. 
*'  The  number  of  the  communicants  were  one  hundred 
*'  fixty*two.  Only  one  pcrfon  was  wanting  at  this 
"  time." 

This  brings  to  my  thoughts  the  careful  and  exa6l  me- 
thod the  brethren  obferve  in  treating  the  communicants. 
Herein  they  have  regard  not  fo  much  to  the  orderly  walk, 
(for  if  nothing  more  was  requifite  than  this,  they  might 
admit  many  more  of  the  baptized,)  as  efpccially  to  their 
.hungering  and  thiriring  after  righteoufncfs,  and  to  their 
having  obtained  a  living  fpirit  from  God,  which  muil 
receive  its  conftant  nourifliment  from  the  bread  of  life. 
I?ut  neverthelefs,  v/hen  any  one  does  not  walk  orderly, 
or  even  does  not  abftain  from  all  appearance  of  evil,  he 
is  not  fuftered  to  approach,  till  he  learns  to  walk  in  the 
light,  and  to  aft  with  more  circumfpe£iion.  Among 
the  eight  above-mentioned,  that  v/ere  excluded,  were 
fome,  accufed  of  things  of  a  carnal  nature,  which  vv^as  af- 
terwards found  to  be  without  foundation.  Others  by 
an  incautious  walk,  had  given  occafion  of  offence  to  the 
heathen,  v/ho  have  a  v/atchful  and  flricSi  eye  upon  the 
believers.  An  aged  perfon  had  fpread  fome  groundleli 
offenfive  (lories  upon  hearfay  of  another  woman  among 
,her  relations,  inilead  of  firfl  acquainting  their  teachers 
,of  it.  Nov/  as  this  did  not  proceed  from  ignorance  and 
iinprudence,  but  from  a  pharifaical  judging-lpirit,  which 
takes  a  pleafure  in  reproaching  others,  in  order  to  hide 
its  own  riakednefs,  they  could  do  no  otherwife  than  give 
her  time  to  become  duly  acquainted  with  herfelf,  and 
'^'c-r  own  heart.  "• 

'■        ■  Y  ?  •  On 
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Oil  the  other  hand,''^Jt  atFcilcd  mc  not  a  little,  to  hear 
■■IT;  nld  fimplc  man,  who  was  grown  grey  in  heathenifm, 
i^ive  a  folid  and  feeling  interpretation  of  the  Loru's- 
fuppu,  from  whence  1  concluded  that  even  fuch  old 
people,  when  they  have  a  heart,  are  not  incapable  of 
forming  and  jnaintaining  there  a  Tniple  and  juft  con- 
c  ption  «'f  mvderies,  that  by  their  nature  cannot  be 
known  nor  mj  :)yed  without  true  life  in  the  heart, 
'i'his  man  had  never  fccn  nor  heard  any  thing  of  the 
pcdilavium,  having  not  been  prefent  at  the  ufual  inftruc- 
tion  of  thofe  that  had  been  confirmed  and  admitted  to 
the  Lord's-fuppcr  fuice  Eafter,  when  this  matter  was 
treated  of*.  Now  having  been  this  autumn  the  firfl: 
time  at  this  a£f,  fome  days  after,  he  faid  to  one  of  the 
European  afliftants  :  "  Prav,  what  kind  of  act  was  that 
"'  before  the  L'ird's-fupper  ?  I  nc\'er  knew  any  thing 
"  like  it."  \N"cll,  afked  the  brother,  how  was  it  with 
vou  then  ?  "  Why  faid  he,  I  did  not  know,  what  it 
'■'•  fhould  mean  ;  but  my  thoughts  were,  our  Saviour  has 
*•'  certainlv  ordained  this  likevvifc  :  and  when  my  feet 
**  were  wafhed,  I  was  fo  afhanied,  that  I  was  ready  to 
*■'  fall  from  my  feat,  but  my  heart  was  drawn  away 
*'  to  our  Saviour  and  very  happy.  I  thought  it  muft 
*-'  certainly  fignifv,  that  our  Saviour  v/ill  wafti  me  with 
*••  his  blood.  And  it  was  to  me,  as  if  he  waflied  me 
*•  himfelf  f .  I  thought  much  of.it  all  night  j  and  it  is  {lill 
'•'■  comfortable  to  me  to  think  of  it." 

§  9- 
It  is  faid  of  the  lift  congregation-day  of  this  year  : 
*'  We  heard  an  agreeable  echo  of  this  day  in  the  helpers- 
"  band.  Some  of  the  unbapti/ed  had  received  a  parti- 
"  cular  impreflion  from  the  fcrmon,  others  from  the 
*'■  accounts  of  ^ther  heathen-congregations,  and  others 
"  again  from  the  prayer.  An  unbaptized  man,  'who 
"  moved  hither  chitflv  to  do  a  plcafure  to  his  wife  and 
"  children,  caine  unwittingly  into  the  meeting  of  the 
"  baptize.!,    and   had  been   touched  fo  deeply,    that   he 

*  !•  w'll  b;  recoUcftcd,  (:\s  already  often  mcniinncd)  that  the  brethren 
in  O-r  ulan<i  do  n.it  explain  a  mylVcry  lo  the  baptized,  before  they  are 
r;>p.i!>!  ■  nf  enjoying  and  experiencing  h^ 

*  *•  A5  a"  tUt  Lor.i  |cfu^  Chri!*:   hirpfelf  icled    wi'h  us;"  as  the  worJs 
".-.  :      ■".  :  :  c.i:e-.;ili'jT!,  ;;i  'j'-c  ;ir:ick  of 'h?  oilicc  of  the  keys. 

*'  was 
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''  was  now  fully  determined  to  live  with   us,  and  bo  our 

*'  Saviour's, -Some  girls  had   examined  each  other  on 

*'  the   particulars  they  had  heard   at  the  cate-jhifation, 

*'  when  their  eyes  were  obicrved  to  be  full  of  tears. 

*■  Another  time  fome  little  girls  were  found  fitting  in  a 
"•  houfe  with  their  books  in  their  hands  Imging,  which 
"  touched  fome  ftrangc  Greenlanders,  that  aecidentall/ 
*•'  came  there,  in  fuch  a  manner,  tha:  they  ftooj  lilleji- 
"  ing  for  hours  with  emotion,  and  two  of  thcfe  people 

"  came  to  a  refolution   to   ftay  here. We  were  in- 

*■'  formed,  that  the  head  of  afaniily  often  interrogated  his 
'^  people  about  what  they  i-;ad  heard  in  the  meeting, 
*'  and  how  thev  underilood  it. 

"  As  to  the  new  inhabitants,  we  were  acquainted 
*'  that  a  woman  juft  come  from  am.ong  the  favages, 
*'  told  a  Greenland  fifter  that  (he  alv/ays  prayed  morn- 
^'  ino;  and  evening,  and  gave  thanks  at  meals  to  the 
^'  Alaker  of  all  things  ;  for  thus,  flie  ha^  heard,  the 
*'  belie\ero  did.  It  made  a  great  imprpfiion  upon  her,  to 
"  hear  once,  that  God  is  among  us.  This  gives  her  a 
*'  high  veneration  for  the  faithful. 

"  Once,  in  treating  the  word  of  the  dav  :  The  hihribltnui} 
**  of  tills  land  have  heard,  that  thou.  Lord,  art  among  this 
*'  people,  that  thou  Lord,  art  jeen  face  to  face.  Numb, 
"  Jv^iv.  14.  a  great  emotion  was  perceptible  among  the 
"  auditors.  We  were  afterwards  i:if.>rmed  by  the 
"  helpers,  th.at  they  had  difcovered  in  fe\'er.il,  both  of 
"  our  new  people,  and  of  thofe  heathens  that  came  oi) 
•■'  a,  vifit,  a  particular  defu'e  after  our  Saviour,  and  the 
"  fellowfliip  of  the  faithful.  Some  of  them  are  con- 
••'  tinually  Ipeaking  of  baptifm,  na\-  many  dream  of  it, 
"•  /Vt  preient  a  blelled  fpint  of  grace  rules  amonL';ft  us, 
^'  thoufrh  in  a  foft  and  q-entle,  vet  oblervablc  and  feiifible 
*'  manner," 

§   10. 

Such  was  the  appearance  towards  the  t\v\  of  the  year. 
At  the  entrance  of  it  were  a  couple  of  pleafing  inllanges 
of  fmners  grown  old  in  heathenifm,  who  were  deli\  ercJ 
at  the  laft  hour.  Their  account  of  it  is  as  follows : 
"  On  the  23d  of  January  in  the  morning  an  old  fick 
*'  widow  fent  to  us  twice,  begginri  iniiantly  to  be  b.r,)- 

Y   3    "^  ''  tiz-^J 
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**  tized,  adding  withajl,  that  indeed  fhe  was  unworthy, 
*'  but  would  gladly  be  favcd.  She  came  hither  two 
"  years  ago  with  her  late  fon  Clemens  and  two  daughters, 
«'  both  of  whom  are  nov/  baptized.  But  fhe  had  no 
*'  mind  to  be  converted,  and  ufed  to  fay,  we  ihould  only 
*'  inftru(5l  and  baptize  her  children ;  that  Ibe  herfelf  was 
*'  now  too  old,  and  fhould  poflibly  never  believe.  But 
"  falling  fick  two  months  ago,  and  perceiving  that  her 
*'  flay  in  this  Vv'oild  could  not  be  much  longer,  it  was 
'*  a  trouble  to  her,  that  fhe  did  not  know,  what  would 
**  become  of  her.  She  then  began  to  long  after  baptifm, 
"  but  was  afraid  to  apply  for  it,  left,  as  fhe  had  flighted 
*'  it  fo  long,  fhe  might  be  refufed.  At  laft  (he  fent  and 
*'  petitioned  for  it,  and  her  prayer  v»?as  heard.  Some 
"  days  after,  our  Saviour  took  her  foul  tohimfelf. 

''  An  old  fick  widow,  baptized  the  6th  of  January, 
*'  rejoiced  greatly  at  the  profpedl  of  her  relcafe,  which 
*'  followed  January  24.  She  fpcnt  her  laft  hours  with 
"  particular  joy  in  the  confideration  of  her  bleeding  Sa- 
*'  viour  and  reconciler.  Some  widows  fung,  in  her 
"  prefence,  many  verfes,  which  adminiflered  great  joy 
"  to  her,  and  when  fnc  lofl  her  fpeech,  (he  continually, 
"  like  the  little  children,  pointed  to  her  hands,  as  an 
*■'  indication  of  her  attachment  to  the  wounds  of  Jefus. 
"  The  helper  among  the  widows  knew  not  how  to 
*'  exprefs  her  joy  on  this  occafion,  nor,  in  general,  on 
*■'■  account  of  the  blcfled  progrefs  of  grace  in  her 
■"  houfe." 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  year,  it  was  found,  that 
twenty-five  fouls,  among  whom  were  fifteen  children, 
were  added  to  the  congregation,  and  thirty  one  were 
come  from  among  the  heathen.  Befides  the  above- 
mentioned  two  widows,  fourteen  perfons  were  departed 
this  life.  No  body  was  this  year  loft  in  the  fea.  But 
then  Jonas  a  boy  of  three  years,  Johanan's  fon,  a  child 
of  a  lively  and  fweet  temper,  v;ho  had  given  much 
plcafure  to  its  parents  and  the  miffionaries  by  its  fmging, 
loff  its  life  under  a  great  cake  of  ice  driven  on  fhore, 
behind  which  fome  Greenlanders  had  featcd  themfelves, 
to  bafk  in  the  fun.  But  the  refl  were  gone  away  juft  be- 
fore y  and  while  the  mother  was  gone  to  fetch  this  child 

a  draught 
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a  draught  of  water,  the  heat  of  the  fun  broke  ofF  a  huge 
piece,  which  crufhed  the  child  to  death. 

§11. 

Our  brethren's  labour  now  grew  more  and  more 
troublefome,  as  they  were  obliged  to  go  between  twelve 
and  eighteen  miles  to  cut  turf  in  the  iflands,  and  above 
twenty  four  miles  to  gather  up  wood  on  the  outermoft 
coaftsof  the  fea.  This  autumn  thefe.  dangerous  avoca- 
tions had  like  to  have  coft  two  of  our  European  brethren 
their  lives,  viz.  John  Soerenfen  and  Henry  Huekel ;  for 
the  firft  in  bringing  the  boat  to  land  in  a  high  wind  and 
fea,  caft  the  boat-hook  fhort  of  the  rock,  and  tumbled 
headlong  out  of  the  boat  fome  fathom  deep  into  the 
water;  the  other,  in  his  hurry  to  help  him  out,  Hid 
down  the  flippery  rock  into  the  fea  likewife.  The  lafl: 
got  up  upon  the  rock  again,  and  the  former  gj:j.t  hold  of 
the  keel  of  the  boat  underneath,  and  thus  helped  hirn  if 
up,  and  was  drawn  by  a  Greenland  woman  into,  the  "boat 
again.  They  were  obliged  to  continue  the  whole  night 
in  their  wet  cloaths  without  fire,  under  nothing  but 
a  fail-cloth,  and  we  thanked  God,  who  had  given  them 
to  us  anew. 

§  12. 

Neither  did  the  brethren  in  L'lchtetifeh  want  work  this 
year,  having  a  large  dwelling-houfe  aad  hall  for  the  con- 
gregation to  erecft.  But  before  I  enter  into  the  particu- 
lars hereof,  I  will  give  fome  recital  of  the  fpreadino-  of 
the  gofpel  among  the  heathen.  The  brethren,  for  the 
prefent,  had  it  not  in  their  power,  by  exprefs  vifitins;  to 
contribute  much  thereto,  and  were  obliged  to  rely  chiefly 
on  the  iflue  of  the  heathens  vifits  to  them.  For  the 
people  on  the  eaft-fide  of  the  ifland  were  either  com^e  to 
them,  or  moved  eifewhere  ;  and  as  to  thofe,  who  lived 
ftili  near  to  them,  they  were  in  a  meafure  cloyed  anfd 
turned  back  again  into  their  heathenifh  courfe,  not- 
wirhftanding  their  former  continual  pretences,  that  they 
would  be  firft  and  readielt  converted,  when  the  brethren 
{hould  fettle  in  their  parts  ;  fo  that  what  our  Saviour 
fays  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  "  The  firft  fnall  be  laft, 
and  the  laft  firlt,"  was  properly  applicable  to  them. 

i-  4  How- 
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However,  that  which  Teemed  to  he  Town  in  fome  with- 
out fruii.,  was  not  altoG;cthcr  in  vain.  A  ipark  had 
t'ound  its  way  into  the  heart  of  one  here  and  there, 
v.'hich,  v/cak  as  it  was,  flirnc  in  darknefs,  and  cave  rile 
to  reflection.  Thus  the  defirt-'  diicovercd  by  the  above- 
mentioned  Makkigak,.  jidt  before  his  death,  after  our 
Saviour,  and  the  fellowflrp  of  the  f.iithful  (with  whom 
he  hkew'ifc  defired  to  be  buried)  had  touched  many- 
heathen  in  Innukfuk  in  fucii  a  manner,  as  to  induce 
them  to  make  more  frequent  vifits,  and  lend  a  more  ftrict 
ear  to  the  gofpel,  not  without  bleiling.  In  a  ccnveria- 
tion  held  with  i'ome,  who  had  been  very  attentive  at  the 
fermon,  tears  ftood  in  their  eyes,  and  one  of  them  faid  : 
"■  It  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  Hay  away  from  us 
"  much  longer,  as  he  law  plainly,  that  it  was  not 
'•  enough  to  hear  of  our  Saviour  now  and  then,  but  it 
-'  was  better  to  hear  of  him  every  day,  and  to  lee  how 
''  happy  people  may  be  with  him."  On  the  contrary, 
though  others  dirco\ered  fympioms  of  flrong  convidtions, 
vet  they  had  various  excules  in  readincfs  to  ward  oft.  the 
total  furrender  of  the  heait.  A  fnigle  man,  who  had 
been  before  many  years  about  Europeans,  went  away 
again,  bccaufc  he  was  not  willing  to  accommodate  him- 
iclf  again  to  the  Greenland  diet  and  hard  way  of  living, 
and  could  have  no  expeflation  of  the  meat  that  periilieth 
from  his  teachers,  A  vifitant  being  aflced.  what  he 
thought  of  that  which  had  been  read  (it  was  "John  xvii.) 
anfvvered:  "  I  like  it  very  well,  bat  I  cannot  now  be 
*"■  converted,  for  I  have  many  relations  in  the  fouth, 
•^  whom  I  think  mucli  of.  I  have  indeed  fent  them  an 
-'  invitation  to  come  h'ther  ;  and  if  th'-v  cmiplv  with  it, 
■'•  I  will  conic  lo  vou  and  be  converted.  But  if  thev  do 
•'  not  come,  a^  I  have  fuch  a  defire  to  fee  them,  I  muft 
■  go  to  them.  And  therefore  I  w\\\  promife  nothing, 
'•^  tht'.t  1  do  not  ajTurcdly  intend  to  perform."  Another 
j.llcdged  his  uUial  plea,  that  he  did  not  underfhind  the 
■nethod  of  catching  fcals  here;  if  he  was  older,  and  his 
fono  big  enough  to  pnn  ide  their  own  m.aintenance,  he 
would  come.  However  it  was  agreeable  to  him,  that 
..nc  of  hio   daughters   lived  v/ith   us   and  was  baptized. 

■  Rut, 
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But,  faid  he,  *'  I  myfelf  am  a  poor  man*,  that  I  know, 
**  as  Hannele,  [Beck]  has  often  told  me." 

§  13- 

Such  vifits  were  alio  made  from  other  places,  cfpeclally 
from  Kellingeit.  And  our  Greenlanders  too,  while 
employed  in  providing  the  neceflaries  of  life,  did  not  fail 
to  invite  the  heathen  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  Of  fome 
it  is  faid  :  "  they  came  home  very  well  pleafed,  becaufe 
*'  they  had  found  an  opportunity  of  delivering  a  free 
"  teftimony  of  our  Saviour."  One  man  faid  to  them  : 
*'  Thefe  niv  people  would  be  glad  to  hear  a  little  of  our 
*'  Saviour.  All  the  people  prefcntly  afiembled,  and  out 
"  of  the  other  houfes  too,  and  our  helper  A.  held  a  dif- 
"  courfe  to  them  of  the  lo\'e  of  our  Creator  to  his  fallen 
"  human  creature,  which  engaged  him  to  become  man 
**  himfclf;  of  his  walk  upon  this  earth,  and  of  the 
**  miracles  which  he  did  j  but  efpecially  of  his  fufterins; 
"  and  dying  for  all  men.  They  all  lillened  with  eager 
*'  attention.  Moreover  our  people  fpoke  feparately 
*'  with  many  of  them,  and  found,  that  feveral  have  a 
*'  true  defirc  to  be  acquainted  with  our  Saviour;  but  it 
*'  commonly  happens,  that  man  and  wife  are  not  of  one 
"  mind,  and.  therefore  for  the  prefent,  one  prevents  the 
*'  other  from  coming  nearer." 

One  time  fome  Greenland  fifters  went  to  the  facSlorj'  to 
vifit  a  few  women,  who  did  not  go  to  the  dance  with 
the  rcfl,  and  had  often  delired  to  be  vifited.  An  old 
ilck  woman,  lamenting  her  fear  of  death,  received  for 
anfwer  :  "Thou  maycft  well  be  afraid,  becaufe  thou 
*'  knowefl  not  what  v.-ill  become  of  thee  after  death. 
"  We  were  afraid  too,  before  we  knew  our  Saviour. 
*'  But  fince  we  believe  on  him,  and  he  has  delivered  us 
*'  from  the  fe;ir  of  death,  and  we  know  that  after  death 
*'  we  fliall  be  ever  with  him,  our  dread  is  vanifhed." 
*'  Ah  !"  faid  the  woman,  '^  ye  are  happy  people,"  and 
dcfircd  them  to  tell  her  mpre  good  things. 

*  yJWpur.ga,  "  I  am  good  for  nothing,"  which  is  as  ambiguous  with  the 
Gieenlandcri,  as  the  common  laving  :  ''  Wo  ari;  all  poor  fmners,"  imdmav  as 
well  import  jn  cxcufc  for  bL-iiig  no  better,  as  a  penitent  confcflion  of  one's 
Vi'retched  coridition. 

§  14- 
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§  14- 

Again  another  opportunity  ofFered,  to  cafl;  the  hook 
of  the  gofpel  into  the  hearts  of  lome  quite  raw  fouth- 
landers  in  their  tour  to  the  north,  in  hopes  of  one  time 
or  other  having  the  beft  draught  of  fifhes  from  thence, 
after  the  example  of  New-Herrnhuth.  The  following  is 
found  here  and  there  remarked  of  their  vifit :  "  June  22, 
*'  came  feveral  fouthlanders  to  viht  their  acquaintance 
"  and  kinsfolk. 

*'  The  26th  came  eight,  and  the  27th  two  boats  full 
"  of  fouthlanders,  and  pitched  their  tents  by  us.  But 
*'  not  many  came  to  the  meeting,  and  fome  women 
"  being  in  the  tent,  where  the  meeting  is  kept,  ran  out 
"  in  a  hurry.  I  got  into  converfation  with  fome  men 
"  of  their  eternal  falvation,  and  the  reafon  of  our  being 
"  here. 

*'  The  29th  we  were  much  vifited  by  the  fouthlanders, 
"  but  they  are  in  general  exceeding  favage,  very  fenfelefs 
"  to  all  that  is  good,  and  flee  the  occafion  of  hearing  of 
*'  our  Saviour,    as  they  would  fire.     Yet  fome  were  a 
*'  little  attentive,    but  the  young  folks  are  exceeding 
*'  diflblute.     In  the  evening  fome  went  to  the  failory, 
*'  with  an  intent  to  have  a  dancing  and  fmging-match 
*'  with  the  heathen  of  thefe  parts,  that  were  dllpofed  to 
"  enter  the  lifts  vi^ith  them.     The  reft  fet  forv/ard  the 
"  next  day  to  the  north.     But  another  family  of  fouth- 
"  landers,   relations  of  Auguftus,    came  hither,    under 
"  great  concern  about  their  daughter,  whom  a  man  that 
"  has    already   two    wives,    will    take    by    force,    and 
"  threatens  to  be  the  death  of  her  father,    if  he  reful'es 
■'  her.     Our  Greenland  fifters  concealed  her  from  her 
•*  purfuer,    who  came  in  the  night  in  queft  of  her,  but 
■'  not  finding  her  with  her  parents,  went  off  again  before 
■'  we  were  up.     This  girl  would  gladly,  ftay  with   us, 
'  and  the  father  too ;  but  the  m.other  and  her  eldeft  fon 
'  were  averfe  to  it.     And  a  Greenland  brother  accofting 
'  the  fon  on  this  head,  he  fell  into  a  rage,  which  made 
'  the  old  v/oman  threaten  to  repay  the  brother  for  his 
'  officioufncfs.     And,  the  fon's  wife  foon  after  getting 
'  a  bad  boil  on  her  finger,    we  had  enough  to  do,  to 
'  perfuade    theni   out    of    the    notion    of  her    being 
'  bewitched. 

"July 
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"  July  4,  fome  Southlanders  told  us,  that  laft 
'*  year  two  women's-boats  came  to  them  from  the 
"  eaft-fide,  in  order  to  exchange  pelts,  for  knives,  nee- 
'*  dies,  and  other  iron-ware.  They  were  very  tall  peo- 
"  -pie,  and  when  they  talked  with  each  other,  they 
'*  could  not  underftand  their  language  *.  One  of  thefe 
■*'  fouthlanders  had  been  once  in  New-Herynhuth,  and 
"  was  not  without  fome  knowledge.  And  I  gave  them 
"  ftill  farther  information  of  the  creadon,  the  fall,  and 
*'  redemption  of  man,  and  the  rainiftry  of  reconciliation. 
*'  I  never  faw  fuch  obfervant  fouthlanders  as  thefe, 
♦'  One  of  them  accompanied  every  thing  with  devout 
^'  geftures  ;  when,  for  infiance,  I  (poke  of  the  wounds 
*'  of  our  Saviour,  in  his  hands,  feet  and  fide,  he  always 
*'  pointed  with  his  finger  to  the  place.  He  further  de- 
'*  dared,  that  he  and  his  wife  fhould  like  to  ftay  here, 
*'  but  he  could  not  get  free  from  the  reft,  as  he  himfelf 
^*  had  no  boat,  and  therefore  was  not  his  own  mafter." 

§  15- 
The  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  frequent  vlfits 
of  the  heathen  had  been  of  fo  much  benefit  this  year, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Lichtenfels  were  increafed  with 
thirty-one  perfons  in  number,  and  thirty-four  fouls  of 
the  laft  year's  catechumens  received  holy  baptifm.  The 
congregation  growing  in  this  unhoped-for  and  hafty 
manner,  the  brethren  ardently  wilhed  for  more  aftiftants  ; 
yet  If  this  had  been  the  cafe,  they  had  at  prefent  no  con- 
venient room  for  them.  For  as  to  their  Greenland- 
houfe,  it  was  not  only  too  fmall,  but  in  a  very  ruinous 
condition ;  a  piece  of  the  wall  fell  down  twice,  and  the 
hungry  ravens  had  picked  the  feal-fkins  which  covered 
the  roof  fo  full  of  holes,  that  it  every  where  rained 
through ;  befides  that,  in  winter,  it  was  often  fo  covered 
with  drift-fnow,  that  one  might  walk  over  the  top  of  it. 
And  they  were  as  much  at  a  ftand  with  regard  to  their 
meetings.  In  winter  indeed  they  could  keep  them  in  the 
biggeft  Greenland  houfe ;  but  when  the  Greenlanders 
dwelt  in  tents,  fcarce  the  fixth  part  could  aflemble  at 
once  in  a  tent ;  neither  v/ould  the  weather  often  permit 
them  to  preach  without-doors.  Now  though  a  houfe 
*  More  of  this  has  been  mentioned  above,  B,  IV,  §  ii, 

had 
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had  been  promifcd  them  lail  year ;  yet  they  could  not 
help  doubting  for  fcveral  reafons  of  its  coming  to  hand 
this  year.  In  this  ftate  of  uncertainty  therefore  they 
were  difpofed  to  repair  their  old  houfc,  though  exceed- 
ingly gone  to  decay.  But  while  they  were  bufy  about 
it,  they  received  the  joyful  news,  the  8th  of  July,  that 
the  fhip  was  arrived  ai,'Frederic's-hope  with  a  hc-ufc  ou 
board  lor  them. 

Great  was  their  joy  ;  yet  now  as  great  was  their  care 
and  enibarraflment,  how  they  fliould  be  able  to  crett 
luch  a  large  houfe  fo  late  in  the  fummer,  as  there  were 
but  three  people  for  the  purpofe,  and  one  of  them  la-^ 
boured  under  an  indifpofitiou,  which  forbad  the  leaft 
hard  exercife.  Befides,  they  were  not  able  to  make  the 
leaft  preparation  for  building,  as  they  were  obliged  to 
wait  for  the  refolution  of  their  fcruples  concerning  the 
fitnefs  of  the  prefent  place,  as  well  as  the  ground-plot 
of  the  houfe,  v/hich  the  captain  did  not  choofe  to  trull 
in  the  Greenland  mefiaee-boats.  But  on  their  receivin<r 
It  the  1 5th  of  July,  together  with  the  ufual  little  \vat;€h- 
wojd  book  of  this  year,  they  were  greatly  animated  amidll 
their  perplexity  and  weaknefs  by  the  admonition  of  the 
day,  which  was  :  Remefitber^  the  Lord  thy  God,  for  it  is  h^ 
that  givdh  thecpo'uicr^  that  he  may  ejlablijh  his  covenant^  as  it  is 
this  day.  Deut.   viii.   i8.  "  Forcret  it  not,  thou  heart  of 


mine  !" 


Therefore  they  engaged  in  the  work  chearfully,  and 
on  the  1 8th  of  July,  when  five  Greenland  brethren  were 
juft  come  on  a  vifit  from  the  places  where  they  refort 
to  procure  their  maintenance,  they  laid  the  foundation- 
jil:one  with  praife  and  prayer,  wlfhing  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  Lord  would  be  pleafed  to  profper  the  work  of 
their  hands,  to  preferve  all  the  workmen  from  harm,  and 
to  make  this  houfe  an  amiable  dwelling  of  peace,  a  ta- 
bernacle abounding  with  bleffings,  and  a  place,  where 
ills  holy  name  may  be  honoured,  and  his  merits  and  fuf- 
ferings  be  made  known  and  embraced  by  the  heathen  for 
their  eternal  faivaclou  to  the  end  of  dayj..  But  the  work 
proceeded  ver'/  flowly,  on  account  of  the  great  uncvcn- 
ncfs  and  declivity  of  the  fituation,  which  obliged  thtni 
'':o  wall  i^M  fcL't  high  at  one  e:id,  and  then  to  hi!  up  all 

with 
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with  ftonts  imd  earth.  This  required  many  liands'> 
which  in  tlic  beginning  they  could  not  have  ;  but  at  the 
•Grccnianders  return  from  the  capehn-fifliery,  they  help- 
ed them  faithfully  in  carrying  ftones  and  earth  upon 
their  backs,  and  in  their  old  cloaths,  inftead  of  bags. 
in  the  mean  while  John  Haven  came  to  their  affiftance 
from  New-Herrnhuth  ;  and  the  captain,  (the  fame  they 
Krame  with  three  years  ago,)  purfuant  to  the  Icind  orders 
of  his  owners,  not  only  lightened  their  work  by  landing 
the  houfe  in  a  haven,  which  he  found  near  the  plaire, 
inflcad  of  doi-ng  it  three  full  miles  off  at  the  factory,  but 
with  pieafure  employed  his  equally  willing  people  in 
iandingit;  and,  on  his  failing  to  the  fa6lory,  let  theiTi 
liave  a  couple  of  fpare  hands  to  help  to  raife  it ;  fo  that, 
-iiotwithftanding  frequent  bad  weather,  they  had  done  it 
in  the  fhort  fpace  of  three  weeks*. 

§   17- 

The  four  brethren  were  now  eMcecding  b;il\-  to  come 
to  a  full  fmifhing,  and  at  the  beginning  of  Oclobcr  were 
■gone  fo  far,  as  with  jov  to  enter  into  a  couple  nf  rooms, 
Vv'hcn  they  th;uiked  their  dear  Lord  for  granting  them 
itrength,  and  averting  all  misi'ortune,  (yet  they  did  not 
efcape  without  cutting  their  hands  fcmetimes,  and  the 
maller-buildfT  fell  down,  but  was  preferved  in  a  \von- 
derful  manner,)  neither  did  thev  forget  to  comm.end  to 
the  requital  of  the  Lord  thmr  benefaclors  for  this  their 
prefent,  and  thofe  who  forwarded  its  conveyaiice  and 
ere6iion  for  their  ready  afliitance. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  miflionary  fobn  Bech  and  his 
wife  were  come  from  New-Herrnhuth,  to  join  with 
Mattheiu  Stachy  in  ferving  the  congregation  with  the 
gofpcl  and  the  needful  cure  of  fouls.  He  brought  three 
Ihcep  alfo  along  with  him,  to  begin  a  fmall  ftock,  and 
to  give  fome  cafe  to  their  ceconomy,  though  the  provi- 
ding necelTary  provender  for  them  from  all  quarters  for 
fo  long  a  winter  was  only  an  addition  to  their  labour. 
Moreover  they  were  now  obliged  to  go  to  the  iflands  in 
qucft  of  fire-w^ood.  A4can  while  they  proceeded  towards 
finifhing  the  meeting-hall  (though  for  want  of  boards, 

*  The  houfe  w.is  completely  prepared  at  Copenhagen,  nnd  onlv  -.vanfci 
flatting  up, 

thev 
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they  could  only  lay  half  the  floor,)  and  took  down  the 
old  houfe,  which  flopped  up  one  of  the  houfe-doors,  and 
thus  opened  the  accefs  to  it;  and  they  got  fo  far,  that 
on  the  firft  of  November  they  were  able  to  celebrate  a 
joyful  dedication-day  with  their  Greenland-flock. 

It  was  the  24th  Sunday  after  Trinity.  Matthew 
Staeh  preached  the  dedication-fermon  upon  the  word  of 
the  day  :  Enoch  walked  with  God,  Gen.  v.  22.  *'  And 
"  by  my  faireft  Bridegroom's  fide,  fhall  I  his  dearly  pur- 
*'  chas'd  bride,  walk  on  with  love  moft  fteadyj"  and 
then  fell  upon  his  knees  with  the  congregation,  and 
prayed  to  our  Saviour,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  hal- 
low tills  hall  and  houfe  with  his  continual  prefence,  and 
accompany  the  teftimony  of  his  death  with  his  divine 
power,  explain  his  merits  by  the  Holy  Ghofl:  to  every 
loul,  and  efpeclally  glorify  himfelf  at  the  holy  facraments 
in  every  heart  as  the  Saviour  of  his  body. 

John  Beck  preached  the  afternoon-fermon  upon  the 
text :  /  know  thy  poverty.  Rev.  ii.  9.  Then  a  love-feaft 
of  dried  capelins  was  kept  with  ail  the  inhabitants,  in 
number  one  hundred  thirty  feven,  viz.  thirty  feven,  who 
moved  thither  from  New-Herrnhuth,  and  were  the  be- 
ginning of  a  congregation,  and  a  hundred,  that  had,  in 
the  fpace  of  three  years,  been  added  to  them  out  of  the 
infidels.  At  this  opportunity  the  Ixth  chapter  of  Ifaiah, 
^r//^,  Jhincy  &c.  was  read,  and  mention  was  made,  that 
the  appellation  of  this  place,  Lichtenfeh,  has  an  allufion 
to  the  faid  great  promife  concerning  the  heathen.  At 
laft  a  Greenland  poem  v.'as  fung,  compofed  by  John 
Beck  for  this  day  of  fcftivity,  according  to  the  purport 
,of  the  above  chapter,  which  I  will  fubjoin  with  a  literal 
interpretation. 

Tune :  0;ily  matchlefs  heart,  this  ihall  be  for  me — my  repaft,  my  heaven 
'  here,  &c, 

il.  I. 

TT'Atderfimimrit  kaiivmrf'ukfet  O  Hinequickly,  forthe  1  ight 

•'■^  Tikk'iunut  iiUngnut,  ^j  Is  come  to  thee, 

.^akkablo  pijlUjamarpatit  And  the  Lord  will  bring  thee 

Augliiignut^  Ikk'miimit :  To  his  blood,  to  his  wouncli; , 

^rdlagut  Ir.nidt  icrfaneint  Formerly  men  were  here 

jlJattorfmingfJloarei  Tartuh  ;  Shut  up  in  darkncfs  ; 

Mahnahdle  kanmarjlk  But  now  the  light 

J'^y--r!::n  ?r-:U'rMk.  Arifcs  upon  thte.  2   O- 
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2. 


Open  thine  eyes  and  look 

round  about, 
How  men  come  to  thee. 
And  wou'd  gladly  be  in  fel- 

lowfhip  with  thee, 
Becaufe  thou  art  continually 

joyful. 
Some  boats  make  ready  too. 
And  fteer  in  fellowfhip  their 

courfe  to  thee 
From  the  north   and  from 

the  fouth. 
From  the  eaft  with  fongs  of 

praife. 

Some  years  ago  thou  wert  a 

defart, 
And  hadll  no  inhabitants : 
But  now  people  will  come 

in  to  thee 
And  love  thee. 
And  hereafter  will  men 
All  call  thee 
The  enlightned  Rock, 
Becaufe  the  Lord  dwelktb 

with  thee. 

4- 
O  Jefu  !  here  before  thy  face- 
Are  we  now  aflembled, 
With  a  view  all  to  thank 

thee. 
That  thou  haft  bcutrht  us 


Ultit  kennernlardluiUhy 

Innutt  ormgmatlt, 
lUagengniaromavlutillo, 

Tipeltfukfinnarault, 

XJmiello  piginnaungormypiit, 
Jll^ttit  AkuUiigh  illingnut 

Auanga^  Kauangah, 

Pinga  ujforcsllugo. 

Siornat  InnukajuitfoUt, 

Nc'ijornekaratlllo : 
Mahnale  ijferhigijfaiuiih 

JfJanniardlutlUo. 
Mattoma  klngornah  Innu'it 
Tamarmik  taimaromarpatlt 

Karfomik  kawnarjomik^ 

Nakkab  neijormatit. 

yefua  !  Kenauvit  fan?  mahna 

Katt'ijfimarjarpogid, 
Kytfauvigekkiillutit  tamauta, 

Pijfiarangautigut 
AnniarnikyAungnigloIkkingnik:    By  thy  fufferings,  blood  and 

wounds  : 
As  a   repayment  take  our 

hearts, 
Daily  and  continually 
Be  preparing  th-m. 

5- 
When  we  here  dav  after  day 

Shall  be  affembled  ; 

Of 


Ak'ikfarnut  Urmzttivut pikit, 

Udlullo  tiungullugit 
llluarjarniakit. 

5- 
T^erfanilo  TJ  lut  nungulluglt 

KaUijfimeiJpegautaj 
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lokkungnikj  Aungniglo  Anni- 
nrnik 
Okkallungn'iarhta. 
T^alektut  tamaja  neijungaklt ; 
Annernerfiiglo  ajwiginnertnik 
Sluteillo  Umeztieit 
Angmartinniak'm — e'li  / 
6. 
tava  XJitckeUlo  Jnnufn'tt 

IJJlkeitit  putiorfut 
Kunnikjaromarpeit   Kodltnner- 
miky 
Kachogiv.ginncutigut ; 

llJageengnuUc  pljfipauilguty 

TipeltfungakuUuUi  ilUngnut 


JilatlomanetiUuta 
lll'ing7iik  ajjavluta. 

/•    ,  . 
Attatarput !  Sernlglrfart'igut 

Parinniardlutalo : 
Armar.arput !    pauvkenjuarti- 
gui 

Tejjiorfardluialo 
Sauarkam  Ikkeniit  Auanulhy 

AniarUttniUt  Tirmnulh : 
Annawfirjerput !   Aungnik 
Uma-itivut  tcnniklt. 


REENLAND.     B.  IX. 
Of  thy  death,    blood  and 

fufFerin2;s 
Let  us  fpeak. 
Be  near  to  all  the  hearers  ; 
And  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
Their  ears  and  hearts 
Open,  O  deareft  one  ! 

6. 
Then  fliall  old  and  young 
Thy  pierced  feet 
Kifs  with  tears. 

That  thou  haft  not  defpifed 
us; 

But  brought  us  to  the  con- 
gregation, 

That  we  may  rejoice  in  thee 
(or,  be  happy  thro'  thee,) 

And  while  we  arc  here. 

Love  thee. 

7- 
Our  Father !  defend  us, 

A.nd  keep  us : 

O  Holy  Ghoft  1  nurfe  us 

And  lead  us  (by  the  hand) 
To  the  Lamb's  wounds  and 

blood. 
And  to  his  martyr'd  body : 
Our  Saviour !  with  thy  blood 
Anoint  our  hearts. 


§  i8. 

Now  the  brethren  having  got  nn  ordcily  dv/elllng- 
place,  and  the  Greenlanders  a  fine  fpacious  church,  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  all  the  appendant  congra- 
gation  and  cliolr-meeting?,  liturgies  and  bands  could  be 
more  eafily  hoMen  than  before,  and  it  was  perceivable, 
that  the  Lord  delighted  to  dwell  in  this  place,  to  walk 
in  the  midft  of  his  children,  and  to  let  the  light  of  his 
friendly  countenance  ftiine  upon  them,  which  is  better 
felt   and  cninycd,    than   dcfcribcd.     It   muft    needs   be 

an 
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sa\  uncommon  joy  to  a  faithful  teacher,  in  preaching  the 
word  and  at  the  adminiftration  of  the  holy  facraments, 
to  be  fenfible  of  a  gentle  breathing  of  the  Spirit  among 
his  people,  and  of  a  dew  from  the  Lord  ;  it  is  a  certain 
hgn  to  him^  that  the  word  does  not  fall  fruitlefs  to  the 
ground,  but  is  iprinkled  with  bloodj  and  v/ill,  in  due  , 
time,  bring  forth  its  fruit.  And  when  he  fees  the  feed 
fpringing  up  now  here  and  then  there ;  and  though  in 
the  midft  of  divers  alterations,  growing  and  ripening 
unto  harveft ;  it  muft  needs  add  Ifrength  to  his  hope, 
and  give  him  new  courage  to  plant  and  water.  As  a 
(pecimen  of  this,  I  will  again  take  the  liberty  to  inter- 
fperfe  my  narrative  with  the  few  following  remarks,  to 
the  praife  of  our  Saviour,  who  has  promifed  to  be  with 
us,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world,  not  only  with  his 
pre-elefted  witneffes  the  apoftles,  but  with  ail  that  be- 
lieve on  him  through  their  word. 

§   19- 

in  the  public  meetings  of  the  week,  Inftcad  of  a  fer- 
mon  upon  a  text,  a  portion  out  of  the  evangelifts  and 
the  epiftles  of  the  apoftles,  was  now  and  then  read  and 
briefly  explained.  The  Greenlanders  were  uncommon- 
ly attentive,  and,  befides  the  blefling  in  fellowfhip,  it 
was  alfo  accompanied  with  this  advantage,  that  they  of- 
ten conferred  with  each  other  about  it,  made  interroga- 
tories concerning  the  true  fenfe  and  the  ufeful  applica- 
tion of  this  and  the  other  m^atter,  and  begged  for  far- 
ther information  in  fuch  points  as  they  had  not  rightly 
apprehended.  Thus  it  is  faid  at  the  fefrival  of  Eafter : 
"  The  fimple  narrative  of  the  fuffering,  dying  and  re- 
*^  furreclion  of  our  Saviour  approved  itfelf  very  powcr- 
*'  fully  to  the  heart,  and  gave  birth  to  many  bleffed 
*'  colloquies  in  the  houfes.  Some  came  and  afked,  what 
*'  our  Saviour  meant  by  the  cup,  which  he  prayed  his 
*'  Father  to  take  from  him  r  And  on  its  being  explained 
*'  to  them,  one  faid :  This  is  the  very  matter,  which 

"•^  often  forces  tears   from  me.— On  Ealler-Monday 

*'  we  held  a  love-feaft  of  angmarfet  with  all  our  people. 
*'  It  juft  happened,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  our  reading 
*'  the  a6ts  oi  Eafter,  we  came  to  the  palTa^e  of  our  Sa- 
*'  viour's  fhev/ing  himfelf  at  the  lea  of  Tiberias,  vvhea 

Vol.   II.  Z  "  he 
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■**  he  kept  a  meal  of  fifties  with  his  difciples,  and  ex- 
**  amined  Peter  concerning  his  love ;  which  made  no 

"  fmall   impreffion    on  the  Greenlanders. Another 

"  time  the  widows  defired  farther  information  upon  A£ls 
"•  the  firft :  and  upon  my  explaining  it  to  them,  and 
"  telling  them,  that  to  day  they  fliould  hear  of  the  ef- 
*'  fafion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they  were  vaftly  pleafed, 
"  and  could  hardly  wait  the  appointed  time.  And 
*'  wheji  it  came,  all  heard  with  great  appetite  j  and  the 
*'  remark  of  the  unity  and  community  of  believers 
*'  entered  deeply  into  them."  Again,  much  profitable 
converfation  arofe  from  the  narrative  of  Ananias  and 
Sapphira,  of  the  converfion  of  Paul,  of  the  Jailor,  and 
of  Lydia,  and  of  Paul's  taking  leave  of  the  church  at 
Epheius. 

In  the  meeting  of  the  baptized  the  litany  in  particu- 
lar was  read  through,  and  an  explanation  given  of  every 
fingle  petition,  and  of  the  unknown  words  (for  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  fupply  the  want  of  fpiritual  language  among 
the  Greenlanders  with  fome  new  unknown  words.) 
The  hearts  aiid  ears  of  all  were  open.  Another  time  it 
is  faid :  "  Our  people  are  very  defirous  of  information, 
*'  and  would  gladly  retain  a  great  deal.  I  anfwer  their 
*'  quelfions  with  pleafure,  as  I  fee  that  the  work  of  the 
*'  Koly  Spirit  is  furthered  by  this  means  in  their  hearts, 
*'  but  take  care  withal  to  remind  them  of  the  one  thing 
-'  needful,  letting  fometimes  before  them  the  example 
"  of  the  firlf-fruits  of  this  nation,  efpccially  of  the  late 
"  Samuel,  Sarah,  and  Judith,  who  ftill  remain  of  blef- 
'•'  fed  memory  to  them  ;  how  they,  with  their  fmall 
"  meafure  of  knowledge,  in  which  they  are  nov/  fur- 
"  pafTcd  by  many  unreceived  among  the  catechumens, 
"  difcovered  fuch  a  tender  love  to  our  Saviour,  and  by 
"  word  and  walk  were  fo  edifying  to  the  heathen,  that 
<•'  by  that  means  they  contributed  a  great  deal  towards 
"^  the  great  awakening  among  them." 

Their  congregatiou-days  were  always  folemn  and  par- 
ticularly blelled,  but  they  could  not  be  kept  here  till  the 
meeting-hall  was  built.  After  the  firft  had  been  kept, 
they  write :  *'  Our  brethren  and  fillers  were  filled 
*'  with  extraordinary  joy  at  the  accounts  of  their  black 
*^  and   tawny  brethren  and   fillers,  viz.  the  negroes   in 

"  the 
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*«  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and  the  Indians  in  North  and 
*'  South  America.  They  all  flayed  at  home  in  order  to 
**  mifs  nothing;  and  the  next  day  feveral  came,  and 
*'  faid,  how  happy  they  had  been  yefterJay  in  all  the 
*'  meetings  ;  which  was  ftill  more  manifeft  at  the  bands 
"  in  the  evening.  We  underftood  too,  that  the  daily 
"  texts  out  of  the  holy  fcriptures  are  a  real  bleffing  to 
"  them,  and  that  whofo  cannot  attend  the  mattins,  di- 
*'  really  afks  the  reft,  what  is  the  memorandum  out  of 
*'  God's  luord^.  (To  they  call  the  word  of  the  day)  and 
"  whofo  has  not  rightly  underftood  it,  comes  and  afks 
"  anew  about  it.  One  faid  in  his  band,  he  had  thought 
**  much  to-day  in  his  kajalc  on  the  text :  He  doth  accor- 
^*.  ding  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven^  and  among  the  in- 
'*  habita^rts  of  the  earthy  &c.  Dan.  iv.  35," 

It  is  faid  of  the  bands,  on  St.  Thomas's-day  Decem- 
ber 21, :  "  One,  being  afked,  how  he  came  acquainted 
*'  with  our  Saviour."*  gave  fuch  a  folid  account  of  his 
*'  change  of  heart,  and  the  joy  he  felt,  when  Jefus  pre- 
**  fented  himfelf  the  firft  time  before  his  heart  in  the 
*'  image  of  his  fufFerings,  that  it  was  a  pleafure  to  hear 
*'  him,  and  it  might  be  felt,  that  it  was  not  learned  and 
"  rehearfed  from  the  head,  but  genuine  experience. 
*'  And  when  the  reft  had  all  told  what  they  had  expe- 
*'  rienced  of  it,  the  firft  concluded  with  a  hearty  prayer." 

Of  the  new  baptized  it  is  mentioned;  "  They  grow 
**  brighter  from  day  to  day,  and  their  hearts  get  more 
"  feeling.  What  they  hear  of  the  converfe  with  the 
"  unfeen  Friend  of  their  fouls,  grows  by  degrees  more 
■*  and  more  clear  to  them,  and  they  begin  to  fpealc  with 
"  him  themfelves  of  their  hearts. — One  of  them  once 
''  came  under  fome  trouble  to  an  European  brother, 
•'  who  obferving,  that  he  wanted  to  fay  fomething,  pre- 
•'  vented  him,  faying :  You  want  a  plaifter,  I  fuppofe  t 
•*  (for  he  had  a  large  boil)  O  !  no,  faid  he,  I  am  not 
'  come  for  that  now ;  and  began  to  weep  fo,  that  he 
'  could  not  fpealc  for  a  good  while.  At  length  he 
'  broke  out :  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  I  have  ftill 
■'  fo  little  fenfe  of  our  Saviour  and  his  blood,  and  yet  I 
'  perceive,  that  he  loves  me  fo  much.  Which  has  cauf^ 
'  ed  me  to  pafs  the  greateft  part  of  the  night  in  tears." 
Z  2  As 
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As  to  the  unbaptized  and  catechumens,  a  helper  once 
ufed  the  cxpreffion  :  Some  are,  as  if  they  were  already 
baptized.  And  indeed  grace  was  working  powerfully 
upon  them,  to  convince  them  of  their  wretched  ftate. 
One  of  them  was  once  found  fitting  in  his  kajak  in  a 
fmall  creek  weeping.  A  Greenland  brother  aflcing  him, 
what  he  was  doing  there  ?  he  faid  :  *'  Alas,  what  a 
"  wretched  man  am  I,  when  I  confider  what  our  teach- 
"  ers  tell  us  of  our  Saviour,  and  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
"  that  know  him,  and  my  heart  is  fo  empty  of  him!" 
The  faithful  Shepherd,  who  cannot  long  bear  to  fee  a 
loft  flieep  weeping,  had  very  foon  compaflion  upon  this 
old  man  ;  he  being  foon  after  taken  into  the  number  of 
the  catechumens,  and  not  long  after  that,  made  partaker 
of  holy  baptifm. 

§  20. 

Now  as  touching  fome  external  circumftances  of  the 
year,  the  cold  continued  with  fuch  feverity  till  towards 
May,  that  fome  parts  were  quite  froze  up,  and  the  na- 
tives reduced  to  great  diflrefs.  In  the  fouth  particularly 
the  want  was  fo  great,  that  many  died  with  hunger,  the 
country  being  quite  blocked  up  with  ice,  and  at  the  fame 
time  covered  by  an  uncommonly  deep  fnow.  As  foon  as 
the  water  was  open,  fome  heathens  intended  to  go  out  of 
Fifher's-Inlet  to  a  merriment,  but  were  overtaken  by  a 
fudden  guft  of  bad  weather,  which  gave  them  hard  work 
to  2;et  {Ate  to  land.  And  as  they  had  taken  no  tent  with 
them,  they  were  obliged  to  fpend  two  days  and  a  night 
in  the  molt  rigorous  cold  with  the  heavens  only  for  their 
covering  ;  fome  grew  fo  ftift'  and  benumbed,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  they  were  brought  to  themfelves 
again  by  beating  and  dragging  about,  the  method  ufed 
in  fuch  cafes.  A  baptized  woman,  to  whom  they  told 
the  ftory,  made  a  good  ufe  of  the  occafion  to  give  them 
I'ome  account  of  the  happinefs  of  believers,  who  know 
and  love  our  Saviour. 

In  Lichtenfels,  in   the   beginning  of  the  year,  they 

had    fuch   good   fuccefs   in    providing   ncccfl'aries,    that 

lometimes,    in    calm    weather,    ten    feals    a   day   were 

brought  to  land.     But  the  cold  and  the  ice  increafmg 

'  towards 
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tx)\vards  fpring,  they  alio  were  reduced  to  ftraits*.  "  Af- 
*'  ter  the  evening-meeting,"  it  is  faid  "  April  the  8th, 
*^  I  pafled  through  the  big  houfe,  and  iaw,  what  th^ 
*'  Greenlanders  were  getting  for  fuppcr.  The  poverty 
*'  of  fome  of  them  pained  me  to  the  heart.  Two  wi- 
**  dows  and  their  children  had  a  piece  of  fea-grafs  in 
*'  their  hands,  to  go  to  fleep  upon,  and  yet  were  fo  con^ 
*'  tent,  efpecially  the  lately  baptized  Naomi  and  her  fon, 
**  that  thev  never  complained  of  want ;  for  I  had  it  not 
"  from  themfelves,  but  from  others,  that  they  have 
**  nothing,  but  mufcles  and  fea-grafs  which  they  gather 
**  at  low- water  on  the  fea-ftrand.  Indeed  they  help  one 
*'  another  out,  and  when  a  man  catches  a  feal,  all  in 
"  the  houfe  get  a  {hare  of  it.  But  when  it  is  divided  into 
"  perhaps  above  feventy  parts,  the  portions  are  very  fmall, 
*'  efpecially  as  at  this  feafon  only  little  young  feals  are 
*'  to  be  caught,  which  will  now  alfo  be  foon  going  far- 
**  ther  into  the  fea.  The  next  day  we  again  divided 
*'  angmarfet  among  the  poor,  which  we  are  ufed  to  ga- 
"  ther  in  the  fummer,  in  ordcrto  help  out  thofe  that 
"  fuffer  need.  But,  being  deftitute  of  a  proper  repofi^ 
"  tory,  we  have  not  been  able  to  ftore  up  many  of  thele 
"  capclins,  and  the  Greenlanders  have  ofien  a  good 
"  quantity  fpoiled  by  the  wet,  having  no  fuch  Itore- 
*'  houfe  as  in  New-Herrnhuth  ;  hence  it  is  that  they 
*'  undergo  great  want  in  what  they  otherwife  call  their 
*'  beloved  daily  bread." 

On  the  other  hand,  in  fummer  and  autumn  the 
Greenlanders  were  fo  richly  blefied  in  their  provifions, 
that  the  merchant  had  enough  to  do,  all  winter  long 
to  fetch  away  the  blubber  he  bought  of  them,  and  to  bar- 
rel it  up.  He  fhewed  a  particular  fatisra6lion,  that  fmcc 
the  brethren's  fettling  there,  the  trade  was  annually  fo 
augmented,  that  he  now  gets  as  large  a  quantity  from 
our  few  people,  as  formerly,  and  even  this  very  vear, 
from  that  whole  diftrict  behdes.  According  to  what  he  faid, 
it  amounted  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  barrels,  and  he  ho- 

*  The  Inlet  once  c?rove  quite  full  of  Ice,  at  which  time  again,  the  hand 
of  providence  was  vifible.  The  fea-fosvl,  that  cannot  fiy  well,  but  fceil 
themfelves  by  dipping  under  water,  were  forced  to  retreat  to  land  ;  and  their 
eyes  being  dazzled  by  the  fnow,  our  Grcenlandeis  caught  them  alive  while 
they  were  hindered  by  the  ice  from  doing  any  thing  by  water. 

2:  3  ei 
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ped,  it  would  increafc  every  year  more  and  more,  efpe- 
cially  when  (as  was  the  cafe  in  Ncw-Herrnhuth,)  the 
congregation  fhould  receive  further  enlargement  from  the 
extremities  of  the  fouth.  But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
this  was  an  extraordinary  fortunate  year  for  the  Green- 
landers  of  thefe  parts,  and  the  fuccefs  may  be  widely 
different  another  time. 

To  conclude,  I  will  juft  touch  upon  fome  particular 
deliverances  of  the  Greenlanders  in  danger.  An  unfkil- 
ful  boy  fcuck  with  his  kajak  in  the  ice  jufl  before  the 
houfe,  and  yet  not  the  leaft  afHftance  could  be  offered 
him.  Afcer  he  had  been  driven  about  for  fome  hours, 
he  found  fo  much  openmg,  as  to  reach  the  land  unhurt. 

Tv/o  men,  while  attempting  to  catch  feals  upon  the 
ice,  fpied  a  covy  of  partridges  upon  a  hill  5  and,  in  ven- 
turing too  much  up  the  fteep  bank,  one  of  them  flipped 
on  a  piece  of  ice  covered  with  fnow,  but,  as  he  was 
tumbling  down,  he  caught  hold  of  a  piece  of  frozen 
earth,  which  was  the  means  of  'faving  his  life.  For 
otherwifc  he  mufl  have  been  dafhed  to  pieces  on[the  point- 
ed broken  fragments  of  the  rock  lying  below.  When 
he  got  up  again,  he  faid,  it  immediately  came  into  his 
mind  :  "  Ah  this  h«s  our  Saviour  done,  he  has  preferv- 
*'  ed  me."  He  related  feveral  inftances  of  his  praying 
to  our  Saviour  in  times  of  the  utmoft  danger,  while  he 
even  lived  among  the  heathen,  and  obtaining  help. 

A  Greenland  helper,  in  his  return  from  Good-Hope, 
where  he  had  been  on  a  mefl'agc,  was  overtaken  with  a 
florm,  in  the  moil  dangerous  place,  and  with  much  ado 
cfcaped  to  land  with  his  companion,  whofe  kajak  got  a 
breach.  They  were  obliged  to  endure  out  the  night  in 
a  florm  of  thick  driving  fnow  without  fhelter.  He  pray- 
ed our  Saviour  to  give  them  fuitablc  weather  for  getting 
forward  ;  and  towards  morning  a  calm  enfuing,  his  un- 
baptized  companion  faid  with  great  emotion  :  "  Now  I 
*'  underfland  of  a  truth,  that  our  Saviour  hears  the 
*'  prayer  of  his  people." 

To  remark  a  couple  of  natural  occurrences ;  on  the 
12th  of  November  in  the  morning  was  an  eclipfe  of  the 
morn,  which  was  total  about  half  an  hour  pafl:  feven. 
In  the  Cope.'ihagcn-almanack  no  notice  was  taken  of  ity 

but 
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but  it  was  noted  in  that  of  Berlin  as  invilible  at  above 
half  an  hour  paft  twelve  in  the  afternoon  ;  which  at  once 
fhews  the  diflance  of  this  from  the  meridian  of  Berlin. 

An  old  Greenland  man,  afflicted  with  the  gout,  was 
inclined  bv  excefs  of  pain  to  cut  open  his  feet,  in  order 
to  obtain  fome  mitigation.  But  his  wife  came  and  beg- 
ged for  a  medicine.  No  one  knowing  any  for  it,  a  few 
drops,  fuch  as  were  at  hand,  were  fent  him  in  a  little 
brandy.  And  the  Greenlander  believing  that  this  me- 
dicine muft  relieve  him,  was  accordingly  foon  afrer  freed 
from  his  pain  and  fwelling.  The  leatf  change  of  diet  is 
capable  of  giving  eafe  to  tlie  Greenlanders  in  ficknefs. 
A  piece  of  coarfe  brown  bread,  or  a  plate  of  oatmeal  i^- 
of  as  much  fervice  to  them,  as  a  coftly  medicine  to 
others,  when  they  get  a  Itrong  inclination  for  it,  and  a 
firm  perfuafion  about  it. 


The  thirtieth  Year,  1762. 

§  I. 

THE  good  appearance  of  a  quick  increafe  of  the* 
congregation  at  Lichtenfels,  at  the  end  of  the  laft 
and  beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  dawning  from  the  nu- 
merous vifits  of  heathen  from  the  adjacent  parts  and  the 
fouth,  feemed  at  the  end  of  this  year  to  vanifh,  and  the 
depraved,  difinclined,  nay,  often  averfe  (ituation  of  tha 
heathen  caufed  the  miffionaries  much  grief  and  trouble; 
but  this  was  however  allayed  by  the  abundant  comfort 
which  the  riches  of  grace,  manifeft  in  their  baptized, 
afforded  them. 

It  was  the  inceiTant  concern  of  our  Greenlander';,  and 
cfpecially  the  helpers,  whenever  their  bufmefs  called 
them  among  the  heathen,  to  recommend  our  Saviour 
unto  them.  In  many  places  they  were  invited  to  preach 
the  gofpel. 

In  the  fpring,  Matthew  Stach  took  a  trip  with  fome 
Greenlanders  to  New-Kerrnhuth,  to  fetch  fome  build- 
ing-materials and  tools  from  thence,  and  called  upon 
the  heathen  by  the  way,  with  a  view  to  blow  up  thci 
glimmering  fire  within  them.  This  was  alfo  done,  on 
Z  4.  other 
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other  occafions,  in  the  reft  of  the  places.  And  bendes, 
fome  were  always  coming  to  vifit,  who  were  prefent  at 
the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  with  attention,  and  at  par- 
ticular converfations  gave  to  underftand,  that  t^ey  were 
not  without  inclination  to  move  to  the  believers,  and  be 
converted,  but  were  obft-rudled  in  their  defign  by  their 
people;  however  many  of  thefe  people  alledgcd  very 
weak  and  idle  pleas,  why  for  the  prefent,  they  either 
could  not  or  would  not.  Among  the  reft  of  the  vifitants 
was  an  angekok,  who  has  been  uneafy  fome  years,  but 
never  would  fubmit  to  the  obedience  of  faith,  and  now 
a9;ain  has  been  fet  in  motion  by  a  dream,  which  he  re- 
lated with  great  concern. 

§2. 

"  Our  people,"  (it  is  faid  in  the  diary  May  the  5th) 
"  during  the  winter,  diligently  vifited  the  heathen  in 
"  thefe  parts,  and  at  their  requeft  proclaimed  our  Sa- 
*'  viour  to  them;  and  fome  of  them  alfo  frequently 
*'  came  hither  to  the  preaching,  at  which  the  Holy 
*'  Spirit's  a£tivity  was  perceived  to  enkindle  in  them  a 
*'  longing  after  their  Redeemer ;  as  a  fruit  of  this,  yefter- 
'■■  day  a  family  of  five,  and  today  one  of  four  peffons 
"  came  to  ftay.  Some  days  ago  alfo  the  great  dancer, 
*'  a  man  hitherto  exceedingly  addicted  to  vanity,  moved 
"  hither  from  the  faftory,  and  faid,  that  he  would  now 
*•  renounce  all  carnal  pleafures,  and  believe  on  Jefus ; 
*'  and  begged  that  we  would  ad;;. it  him,  though  he  was 
*'  a  moft  depraved  creature,  and  had  been  exceeding 
*'  abandoned.  Twelve  perfons  belong  to  this  family, 
•'  fome  of  whom  have  relations  living  here.  A  married 
'*  woman  is  among  them,  who  four  years  ago,  as  a 
"  fmgle  perfon,  was  the  very  firft  that  came  to  us  out  of 
*'  thele  pirts,  and  after  fome  time  withdrew  again  ;  and 
**  likewife  a  v/idov/  with  two  children,  who  fome  years 
"  ago  v/as  baptized  by  the  miffionary  at  Good-Hope, 
"  but  afterwards  v/ent  among  the  heathen  again.  We 
*'  were  gkd  of  having  an  opportunity  to  direct  this  poor 
*'  ftray  fneep  to  its  Shepherd  again." 

SoiTiC  faniilie?,  and  feveral  fmgle  people  came  alfo 
from  other  places,  to  ftay,  and  among  the  reft  a  widow, 
who  fome  years  ago  lived  in  Kangek,  and  had  heard  in 

New- 
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New-Hermhuth  a  great  deal  of  our  Saviour :  **  But,'* 
faid  {he,  *'  all  this  1  have  loft  among  the  heathen,  and 
*5  now  I  vi'ill  begin  anew,  and  be  thoroughly  converted." 
Thefe  new  people  gave  good  hopes  in  the  beginning. 
They  gave  diligent  attendance  at  the  meetings,  and  con- 
verfed  with  the  miffionaries,  and  with  the  Greenland- 
helpers,  who  teftified  of  fome  of  them,  that  they  could 
not  have  their  fill  of  hearing  our  Saviour  difcourfed 
about.  Only,  a  bare  affent  is  but  a  flight  beginning. 
Some  of  the  women  complained  to  one  of  the  Greenland 
female  helpers,  that  they  could  not  retain  the  good  they 
heard  ;  ftie  then  told  them,  where  the  difficulty  lay,  and 
who  the  people  are,  that  are  ever  learning,  and  never 
able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  "  I  am  well 
'•*  aware  (faid  fhe)  how  the  cafe  ftands  ^  ye  as  yet  pay 
"  no  real  regard  to  the  truth,  nor  are  quite  determined 
"  to  yield  up  your  whole  heart  to  our  Saviour ;  and 
*'  therefore  it  is,  that  ye  are  not  able  to  learn  and  retain 
*'  any  thing  to  real  purpofe."  And  this  was  the  very 
cafe  of  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  new  people.  AH 
fummer  long  their  minc^  were  fo  diffipated  and  vain, 
that  many,  and  among  the  reft  the  above-mentioned 
dancer  with  his  people,  went  off  again  to  the  heathen  ; 
when  the  laft  ftate  with  them  was  worfe  than  the  firft  ; 
cf  which  the  next  winter  afforded  daily  flagrant  proofs. 

§3- 

The  great  occafion  of  fuch  an  overwhelming  flood  of 
mifchief  and  depravation,  and  fuch  a  ftrong  prevalency 
of  the  power  of  darknefs  among  the  heathen  of  thofe 
parts  that  were  touched,  but  were  ftill  wavering  and 
inconftant,  was,  that  fuch  a  great  number  of  favage- 
fouthlanders,  in  their  rout  to  the  norrh,  took  up  their 
abode  hereabout :  It  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  the 
reader,  to  fee  an  ample  narration  of  the  charadler  of  thefe 
people,  taken  out  of  the  diary  of  the  miffionaries,  efpeci- 
ally  as  moft  of  our  Greenlanders  derive  their  origin  from 
the  fouth. 

"  June  20,  an  old  Southlander  vifited  us.  He  is  the 
*'  widow  Rebecca's  father's  brother,  and  was  come 
*'  feveral  days  journey  from  the  eaft-fide  of  the  country, 
"  to  fee  her  and  her  children.     They  took  all  poflible 

''  pains 
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*'  pains  to  induce  him  to  flay  here,  at  lead  one  winter. 
'*  And  he  feemed  inclined  to  it,  but  was  in  doubt, 
*'  whether  his  fon,  who  was  now  maftcr  of  the  family, 
*'  would  ftay,  becaufe  he  had  left  fonie  things  behind 
*'  in  the  fouth.  We  afterwards  heard ^  that  one  of  this 
*'  old  man's  daughters-in-lav.'  gave  an  account  how  he 
*'  endeavoured  to  perfuade  his  fon  and  the  reft,  to  ftay 
**  here,  adding  withal :  Thefe  Kablunaet,  or  foreigners, 
*'  are  not  at  all  terrible,  their  words  are  agreeable  to 
''  hear,  and  they  love  the  Greenlanders,  and  do  them 
"  no  harm,  as  we  were  apt  to  imagine.  And  becaufe 
"  the  fon  would  lend  no  ear  to  it,  he  advifed  him,  to 
**  go  himfelf,  and  fee  and  hear  the  good  people.  Ah> 
*'  added  the  woman,  if  my  huft)and  was  alive,  who  was 
*'  the  eldeft  fon,  he  would  certainly  have  ftayed  ;  for  he 
"  often  fpoke  of  the  believers,  and  longed  to  be  among 
"  them.  We  learnt  farther  from  this  woman,  that 
'*  Elizabeth,  who,  when  a  child  of  five  years  old,  was 
*'  ftolen  out  of  the  houfe,  is  in  thofe  parts  with  her 
"  mother's  brother,  and  very  often  longs  to  be  with  her 
"  teachers  again ;  had  alfo  defired  leave,  to  come 
"  along  with  them,  and  wept  much  at  being  refufed. 

*■'•  The  24th,  we  were  much  vifitcd  by  the  fouthlanders, 
"  and  the  25th  they  pitched  eleven  tents  by  us,  but 
"  the  moft  of  them  went  up  to  the  factory.  Many, 
*'  cfpecially  wom.en,  came  to  the  fermon,  which  was 
"  upon  thefe  words  :  Labour  for  the  meat  ivhich  endureth 
'"  imto  everlajling  life. 

*'  The  26th,  we  were  again  abundantly  vifited  by 
"  them,  and  our  hall  and  rooms  were  not  empty  the 
"  whole  day.  We  endeavoured,  in  the  moft  endearing 
*•  manner,  both  in  the  public  meetings  and  in  conver- 
*'  fation,'to  recommend  to  them  their  Creator  and  Sa- 
•'  viour ;  but  their  hearts  are  impenetrable  as  rocks,  and 
*'  they  are  ready  with  their  excufes,  that  they  are  very 
«''  ignorant,  and  do  not  underftand  us,  that  is,  in  plain 
"  words,  they  iv'ill  not.  Our  Greenlanders  tried  to  gain 
**  their  relations,  but  it  r.vailed  nothing.  When,  after 
*'  the  painful  view  of  fuch  a  rugged  field,  we  turn  our 
*'  eyes  upon  the  delightful  little  garden,  which  the  Lord 
"  has  planted  here,  wc  are  wverwhelmeJ  with  fl)ame  and 
"  thankful nefs. 

''  The 


Relation  of  Lichtenfels,  1762.  363 
^'  The  27th,  the  fermon  was  upon  the  gofpel  con- 
*'  cerning  the  loft  flieep.  But  few  ftrangers  gave  atten- 
*'  dance.  A  baptized  man  of  Frederic's-Hope,  came 
*'  from  the  factory  to  the  fermon.  He  had  never  feen 
"  any  ftieep  before,  and  vfzs  now  able  to  form  a  concep- 
"  tion  of  the  parable  in  the  gofpel,  and  fpoke  very 
"  prettily  with  us  about  it. 

"  The  29th,  moft  of  the  fouthlanders  went  ofF  again. 
*'  But  our  Jonathan  kept  a  youth  of  his  kindred  with 
*'  him,  and  the  30th,  another  fingle  man  oiFered  himfelf 
*'  to  ftay  here. 

*'  July  the  ift,  many  fouthlanders  were  in  the  morn- 
"  ing-meeting,  which  one  of  our  Greenland  helpers 
"  kept.  Among  other  things,  he  faid  :  Ye  poor  people, 
''  you  rove  thus  about  in  queft  of  fomething  for  your 
*'  bodies  only.  And,  at  the  fame  time,  ye  are  uneafy, 
*'  finding  no  where  the  leaft  true  fatisfadtion  or  comfort 
"  of  life.  We  were  formerly  as  ye  now  arc.  If  ye 
*'  became  acquainted  with  our  Saviour,  ye  would  find 
"  true  reft.  He  died  for  you  alfo  on  the  crofs,  in  order 
"  to  deliver  you  from  fin  and  eternal  woe.  Ah  I  if  ye 
*'  could  believe  this,  ye  would  obtain  a  fund  of  eternal 
"  joy,  &c.  A  man,  v/hofe  whole  body,  as  well  as  the 
"  hair  of  his  head,  is  grown  quite  white,  except  that 
**  his  face  looks  brown,  mentioned  his  defire  to  ftay  here 
*'  with  his  family;  and  by  his  advice,  on  the  2d,  a 
*'  widow  with  three  children,  parted  from  the  fouth- 
*'  landers,  that  were  going  off,  and  ftayed  with  him. 
*'  Some  boats  of  fouthlanders  went  into  the  inlet  a 
*'  capelin-fifliing,  uncertain  whether  they  fhould  return, 
*'  or  go  farther.  Another  boat  went  to  Innukfuk,  once 
*'  more  to  bewail  a  dead  man,  they  had  buried  there 
*'  feveral  years  ago.  Two  families  ftayed,  with  an  in- 
"  tent  to  live  with  us.  An  old  acquaintance  of  our 
*'  Nicholas,  who  is  an  angekok,  entered  into  conver- 
"  fation  with  him,  and  faid  :  He  did  well,  fince  he 
"  would  be  converted,  to  be  rightly  converted,  and  a 
*■'  true  believer.  For  he  had  been  in  heaven,  and  found 
"  the  true  believers  in  the  moft  glorious  ftate.  They 
*'  were  nne-dreiTed,  and  had  no  want  of  good  vicluals. 
*'  On  the  other  hand,  they  that  were  not  ri2:htly  con- 
"  verted,    hiii'.g  quite  naked  in  the   air,    and  gnafhed 

•■'  their 
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<'  their  teeth  with  cold  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  many  of 

"  them  had  bit  their  tongues  to  pieces. Thus  thefe 

<'  apoftles  of  the  devil  know  how  to  adapt  themfelves  to 
<^*  the  humours  of  the  people  before  them,  and  to  fpeak 
*^  according  to  their  talle.  They  take  care  not  to  open 
"  their  mouths  to  us,  and  can  twift  and  twine  like 
*«  fnakes,  that  they  may  not  be  caught  in  their  blind- 
"  nefs. 

"  The  6th,  the  fouthlanders,  who  had  continued  at 
**  the  factory  fmce  they  arrived,  now  came  to  us.  One 
*'  commended  his  brother  to  us,  who  chufes  to  ftay 
*'  here.  He  being  afked,  why  he  would  not  ftay  him- 
*'  felf  ?  anfwered  :  I  have  now  bought  a  great  deal  of 
*'  powder  and  fhot,  which  I  muft  firft  fpend  in  the 
*'  fouth  in  fhooting  rein-deer,  for  there  are  many  there. 
*'  Another  would  eat  his  fill  of  bear's-flefh  ;  a  third 
*'  would  buy  a  good  boat,  and  then  they  would  come 
'*  and  believe.  Thus  it  is,  one  buys  a  piece  of  ground, 
*'  a  fecond  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  third  marries  a  wife,  and  fo 
*'  neglecSts  the  feafon  of  grace.  Among  thefe  people 
*'  was  the  old  man  mentioned  June  20,  who  could  not 
*'  perfuade  bis  people  to  ftay  here.  They  dragged  a  young 
*'  man  along  with  them,  belonging  to  a  family,  not 
*'  quite  agreed  together  about  ftaying  here.  In  this 
"  cafe  the  party  oppofite  to  what  is  good,  generally 
*'  wins  the  day.  But  we  have  many  inftances  alfo  of 
"  the  well-inclined  party  being  fet  at  liberty  by  the  death 
^*  of  the  contrary-minded. 

"  The  8th,  they  brought  hither  a  patient,  ill  of  the 
*'  pleurify.  We  gave  him  what  we  had,  which  had 
"  a  good  effe£l.  His  three  wives  alfo,  all  having  fmall 
"  children,  came  with  the  patient's  father,  who  is  an 
*'  angekok,  and  were  thankful  for  our  fervice.  We 
'*  recommended  to  them  the  phyfician  of  fouls,  but 
*'  with  little  impreffion.  If  wc  would  come  to  the 
"  fouth,  they  faid,  they  would  be  converted  too.  A 
*'  white  bear,  which,  fome  years  ago,  fell  upon  the 
"  old  man  and  his  companion  in  the  fea,  bit  his  nofe 
*'  off,  and  did  him  much  more  hurt,  but  killed  his 
*'  com.rade.  The  fouthlanders  have  brought  with  them 
**  an  infectious  diftemper,  which  now  begins  to  prevail 
**  amons;  our  people. 

^  "  The 
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*'  The  13th  and  14th  of  Auguft,  we  were  much 
*'  vifited  by  louthlanders,  returning  from  the  north. 
*'  By  converfmg  with  Europeans  they  are  grown  much 
**  more  polifhed,  than  at  their  firft  coming  from  the 
*'  fouth,  but  had  no  inclination  to  hear  of  the  true 
"  knowledge  of  their  Creator  and  Redeemer. 

"  The  23d,  came  fome  others  from  thence.  A 
"  couple  of  men  were  attentive  to  the  account  given 
■"  them  of  the  Incarnation,  death  and  refurredlion  of  our 
**  Saviour.  1  hey  came  into  the  meeting  alfo,  and  con- 
*^  eluded  to  dwell  in  the  neighbourhood." 

§4. 

A'lany  fouthlanders  took  up  their  abode  in  thefe  parts, 
efpecially  at  the  factory ;  but  a  good  number  of  the  un- 
ttable  people,  who  came  to  Lichtenfels  in  the  fpring, 
reforted  to  them,  and  led  fuch  a  life  as  left  but  little 
hopes  of  their  recovery.  A  couple  of  families  rebuilt  the 
old  ruinous  houfe,  called  Akonamiok,  juft  oppofite  to 
Lichtenfels,  in  order  to  winter  there.  And  though  it  is 
certain,  they  had  no  mind  at  firft  for  sny  thing  good, 
yet  at  laft  fome  of  them  were  gained.  What  pafled 
among  the  ftrangers,  I  will  again  give  fome  recital  of  out 
of  the  diary. 

"  Sept.  8,  many  of  our  Greenlanders  came  home,  to 
**  repair  their  winter-houfes.  Two  families,  which 
*'  came  hither  in  the  fpring  from  the  factory,  ftayed 
*'  behind,  and  have  built  near  the  fouthlanders,  who 
♦'  are  afraid  of  living  with  us,  from  an  apprehenfion, 
**  that  fome  of  their  people  might  believe  and  be  bap- 
*'  tized.  After  fome  weeks  we  learned  a  farther  reafon. 
*'  The  angekok  mentioned  §  3.  (July  2)  had  told  our 
*'  Nicholas,  that  a  report  prevailed  all  over  the  fouth, 
*'  that  we  Europeans  prayed  to  death  the  people  that 
*'  had  once  engaged  v/ith  us,  and  went  away  again ; 
*'  they  knew  many  inftances  of  it ;  and  therefore  he 
*'  (hould  tell  him  the  truth.  Nicholas  made  anfwer, 
*'  that  he  had  never  heard  any  one  pray  thus,  but  we 
"  prayed  conftantly  and  every  Sunday  publicly,  that 
♦'  the  Greenlanders  might  live  and  be  faved.  The 
'^  angekok  a  few  days  after  came  to  the  fermon,  upon 
*'  the  text  of  the  day  :    /  pray  not,  thai  ihoH  foQuldeJi  take 

them 
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"  them  out  of  the  luorld,  kit  that  thou  jhouldeji  keep  them  from 
**  the  evil,  or  evil  one,  John  xyii.  15.  Here  he  got  his 
•'  queftion  farther  anlwered. 

"  Nov.  14,  many  fouthlandefs  were  here  from  the 
*'  factory.  They  did  not  go  to  the  fermon ;  however 
*'  one  of  our  Greenland  helpers  held  them  a  difcourfe  in 
"  his  houfe,  which  feemed  not  to  be  void  of  all  fruit. 
*'  The  merchant  complains  of  the  untamed  and  licenti- 
*'  ous  nature  of  thefe  people.  An  angekok  has  fo  in- 
"  fatuated  them  with  his  legerdemain  tricks,  that  for 
*'  the  prefent  nothing  is  to  be  done  with  them.  But 
"  once,  in  the  midft  of  his  pretended  trip  to  heaven  or 
*'  hell,  he  was^fadly  frighted  by  the  bare  report  of  a  gun. 
"'  Our  neighbours  repair  thither  often  to  attend  the 
"  dancing  and  juggling-bouts,  but  take  care  not  to  come 
"  near  our  meetings.  Two  fmgle  men,  newly  come  to 
*'  us,  have  already  had  many  fnares  l^id  for  them  by 
*'  thefe  neighbours.  But  we  have  told  them  in  earneft, 
*'  that  they  muft  either  determine  to  be  wholly  con- 
'*  verted,  and  to  have  no  fellowfhip  with  the  untiuitful 
"  works  of  darknefs,  or  to  leave  us ;  for  if  not,  they 
*'  would  only  lead  a  tormented  life.  To  cut  off  all 
"  occafion  of  complaint  on  account  of  outward  hard- 
"  fhips,  we  put  one  of  them  into  another  family.  The 
*'  other  left  us,  but  repented  of  it  before  the  winter  was 
*'  over,  and  begged  with  many  tears  to  be  received 
''  again. 

"  Nov.  23,  a  woman  called  Gertrude  Margaret  who 
"  was  baptized  at  Good -Hope  by  Mr.  Bruun,  and 
"  afterwards  ran  away,  fled  by  land  in  a  deep  fnow  with 
"  her  child,  and  a  little  girl  from  the  fa6tory,  for  refuge 
"  here,  becaufe  her  fifter's  hufband  wants  to  have  her  for 
''  his  concubine.  The  man  foon  followed  her,  and  would 
''  have  her  by  force.  We  let  him  know,  that  we  could 
''  not  deny  her  prote6lion,  as  long  as  fhe  defired  it, 
''  and  endeavoured  to  diffuade  him  from  his  brutifh 
•'  purpofe :  On  his  pretending,  that  fhe  was  not  bap- 
■'  tized  by  us,  and  therefore  v/e  had  no  bufmefs  to 
'  trouble  ourfelves  about  her,  we  gave  him  this  anfwer: 
'  he  fhould  then  go  to  Good-Hope  and  fetch  a  written 
'  licence  from  thence.  This  threw  him  into  a  great 
'  rage,  and  drove  him  off.     His  wife  too  came  after- 

**  wards 
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**  wards  and  begged  her  fifter  to  comply  with  her 
*'  hufband's  will,  for,  if  not,  he  threatned  to  put  her 
*'  away.  But  (he  remained  firm  in  her  refolution. 
"  They  afterwards  twice  attempted  to  kidnap  her  child, 
*'  but  it  was  refcued  out  of  their  hands.  It  is,  as  if 
*'  fatan  had  fent  the  fcum  of  his  fervants  into  thefe  parts  ; 
"  and  they  are  fo  indefatigable  in  his  fervice,  as  not  to 
*'  be  jaded  out  for  feveral  nights  fucceffively  with  gor- 
*'  mandizing,  dancing,  juggling,  and  other  diflblute 
*'  pracStices.  Even  fuch  heathen  as  before  had  fome 
"  fenfe  of  decency,  were  now  carried  away  with  the 
"  violence  of  the  torrent.  But  it  was  a  means  of  awak- 
*'  ening  in  our  baptized  fo  much  the  deeper  gratitude, 
"  that  they  are  delivered  from  the  powers  of  darknefs 
*'  and  the  dominion  of  lin  ;  neither  have  we  the  leaft 
*'  trace,  that  any  has  fuftered  harm  by  it,  nay,  the 
"  children,  who,  when  they  are  aware  of  a  ihouting 
*'  company  of  dancers  paffing  by,  are  wont  to  be  quite 
*'  alert,  are  now  as  much  terrified  at  the  cry,  as  if 
*'  enemies  were  on  their  march.  ^ 

"  Dec.  7,  a  boat  full  of  Greenlanders,  coming  from 
*'  the  dance,  were  forced,  by  a  fnow-ftorm,  to  take  up 
*'  their  lodging  with  us.  They  were  very  attentive  at 
*'  the  meetings,  which  the  helpers  kept  in  their  houfes, 
*'  as  the  weather  was  fo  very  bad.  On  occafion  of  a 
*'  young  angekok's  uttering  his  opinion  of  the  origin  of 
*'  mankind,  a  helper  related  the  hiftory  of  the  creation, 
"  faying,  among  other  things  :  That  there  is  a  Creator, 
"  who  made  man  and  all  things,  is  not  at  all  hard  to 
*'  believe,  every  reafonable  man  muft  comprehend  and 
*'  acknowledge  it ;  but  that  the  Creator  likewife  was 
*'  made  man,  and  entered  into  death  for  loll  mankind, 
"  is  what  no  man  can  comprehend  and  believe  of  him- 
"  felf.  And  yet  this  is  the  hinge  on  which  our  wliolc 
"  falvation  and  happinefs  turns.  For,  fmce  men  do 
*'  not  die  like  beafts,  but  their  fouls,  after  death,  con- 
"  tinue  to  live,  without  ceflation  or  diilblution,  they 
"  muft  therefore  get  acquainted  with  their  Creator  and 
"  Saviour,  while  here,  if  they  are  not  willing  to  go  to  a 
*'  place  of  torment,  but  would  live  eternally  v,^jth  their 
"  Saviour.  This  converfation  they  continued  till  late 
*'  in  the  night.     Our  helpers  are  not  willing  to  omit 

"  one 
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*'  one  opportunity  of  giving  the  heathens  a  fhake.  Oft 
'*  no  fruit  is  feen  from  it ;  but  thefe  fhewed,  that  they 
"  are  not  quite  eafy  in  their  loofe  life,  but  figh  for 
*'  fomething  better ;  and  accordingly  defired  us  to  vifit 
"  them." 

The  fouthlanders,  who  lived  near  Lichtenfels,  afford- 
ed no  better  profpcdl.  They  came  to  no  meeting,  and 
guarded  againft  every  occafion  of  being  made  un- 
cafy  in  their  heathenifh  turn  of  mind,  and  courfe  of  life. 
But  as  the  fpring  approached,  a  ftirring  took  place 
among  them,  and  fome  of  them  were  gained.  An  old 
man  being  once  afked  by  a  helper,  if  he  had  never  any 
thoughts  of  turning  to  the  faith  ?  anfwered,  that  "  he 
*'  had  many  years  ago  heard,  that  there  is  a  God, 
*'  which  caufed  him  lome  reflexions  upon  the  matter  ; 
'*  but  finding  it  too  high  for  him  to  comprehend,  he 
•*  dropped  the  thoughts  of  turning  believer."  Our 
Greenlander  attempted  to  fpeak  to  him  of  our  Saviour ; 
but  he  prefently  interrupted  him,  and  afked  ;  **  if  he 
*'  had  feen  him  ?"  and.  upon  his  receiving  for  anfwer : 
**  I  have  not  feen  him  with  my  bodily  eyes,  but  I  know 
"  him  in  my  heart,  and  know  that  he  loves  me,"  he 
interrupted  him  again  and  ran  away. 

On  this  occafion,  what  many  of  the  fenfelefs  Green- 
landers  formerly  thought,  when  they  heard  of  God,  was 
brought  to  light.  For  when  the  Danifh  word  Gud, 
(God)  was  ufed,  they  underflood  by  it  the  Greenland 
word  fignifying  rivers,  and  wondered  that  they  always 
talked  of  the  exiftence  of  rivers,  which  nobody  made 
any  doubt  of.  Therefore  a  favage  once  anfwered  the 
queftion  of  a  baptized  one,  whether  he  believed  in  God  ? 
with  indignation,  faying :  Why  fhould  I  not  believe 
that  ?  I  have  heard  his  voice,  meaning  the  rufhing 
found  of  the  river. 

§5' 
But  yet  I  cannot  wholly  pafs  over  in  filence  the  many 
pleafing  inftances  which  met  my  obfervation  on  divers 
occafions,  of  the  blefTed  efFedl  which  the  living  know- 
ledge of  Jefus  Chrift  has  upon  thefe  in  thcmfelves  fo  ftu- 
pid  and  favage  people.  Thus  it  is  faid  oi  the  public 
meetings : 

"  The 


Relation  of  Lichtenfels,  1762.         369 

"  The  miflionary  Beck  having  mentioned  the  memo- 
**  rial-day  of  his  being  thirty  years  ago  wonderfully 
**  delivered  by  the  angel  of  the  Lord  out  of  prifon, 
*'  where  he  lay  in  chains  and  fetters  for  the  fake  of  reli- 
**  gion,  and  how  he  was  afterwards  led  to  the  congre- 
*'  gation  at  Herrnhuth,  which  he  had  not  fo  much  as 
**  heard  the  name  of  aforetime ;  and  from  whence  he 
*'  was  afterwards  fent  to  Greenland,  where  he  has  now 
**  lived  to  fee  two  congregations  rifen  out  of  the  hea- 
"  then ;  when  on  this  memorable  anniverfary  he  feli 
*'  down  upon  his  knees,  and  thanked  our  Saviour  for 
*'  all  the  grace  manifefted  <o  him  and  the  Greenlanders 
*'  thefe  thirty  years  j  hereat  many  burft  forth  into  tears, 
*'  came  afterwards  to  him  and  faid  :  "  O  !  what  fhall 
"  we  do  unto  our  Saviour,  that  he  has  loved  us  fo  much, 
"  and  been  pleafed  to  call  us  to  himfelf  by  his  melTen- 
**  gersr"  He  could  give  them  no  better  anfwer,  than: 
*'  His  death  and  palTion  ever,— till  foul  and  body  fever, 
**  — (hall  in  your  heart's  recefs  prevail,"  and  ;  "Ye  ftikli 
*'  fhew  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come." 

"  May  15,  a  fweet  motion  of  heart  was  perceivable 
*'  both  in  the  morning-meeting  upon  the  word  :  Hear- 
*'  ken  vMo  me,  ye  that  know  rightecufnefs,  Sec.  Ifa.  li.  ~, 
*'  and  in  the  evening  at  reading  2  Cor.  vi.  We  could 
*'  with  joy  apply  to  our  time  the  words  :  Behold,  noiv  is  the 
*'  accepted  time,  behold  novj  is  the  day  cffalvatlon;  and  exhort- 
**  ed  our  Greenlanders,  every  one  of  them  to  take  due 
*'  notice  of  this  time  of  grace,  and  to  give  diligence  to 
*'  make  their  calling  and  eledlion  face ;  fo  that  each 
*'  may  know  in  whom  they  have  believed,  and  may  be 
*'  able  to  iay  with  boldnefs ;  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteouf-' 
*'  nejs  and  jlrengih.^'' 

Another  time  it  is  faid  :  "Thehelpers  gave  pleafmg  tef- 
*'  timonies  of  the  daily  converfation  of  the  brethren  and 
*'  fiflers  in  their  houfes,  and  that  many  afk  each  other 
*'  queftions  concerning  the  things  they  heard  in  the 
*'  meetings,  and  comp.^re  their  hearts  with  thcm''^:  nay, 
*'  and  exhort  one  another  to  feek  our  Saviour  in  earneft, 
'*  and  enter  into  a  true  acquaintance  with  him." 

A  brother  once  letting  out  the  fheep  early  in  the  mor- 
ning before  the  general  mattins,  happened  to  hear  extra- 
*  That  IS,  prove  and  examine  themfelves  thereby, 

V©L,  IL  A  a  ordinary 
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ordinary  fweet  fmging  in  a  tent,  and  found  that  the  head 
of  the  family  was  performing  his  morning-devotion  with 
his  people.  "  He  beckoned  us  to  come,"  writes  the 
miffionary,  *'  and  we  flood  flill  and  liftened  to  this 
*'  fwtet  melody  with  hearts  exceedingly  moved,  and 
'*  with  tears  in  our  eyes,  and  I  thought :  *'  On  fmners 
'*  how  much  good — works  the  dear  wounds  blood  !" 
*'  Thefe  people  were  no  longer  than  two  years  ago  fa- 
*'  vage  heathens,  and  now  they  fmg  to  the  Lamb  that 
'*  was  flain,  in  fo  fweet  a  manner,  that  it  penetrates 
"  one's  marrow  and  bone :  We  know  not  where  our 
"  baptized  in  this  place  have  fo  fpeedily  learned  fuch 
•'  fine  melodious  finging;  for  none  of  us  can  fing  well, 
*'  neither  have  we  any  inftruments,  but  an  old  flute, 
"  which  nobody  can  play  upon,  but  fome  Greenlanders 
*'  who  learnt  in  New-Herrnhuth." 

§6. 

Singing,  if  fweet,  and  accompanied  with  a  feeling  of 
heart,  is  not  the  fmalleft  part  of  a  rational  worfhip  ;  the 
hymn-theology  being  of  fo  much  the  more  blefled  ten- 
dency, as  hymns  are  eafily  learnt,  and  charmingly  fung 
even  by  the  fmallefl  children  ;  and  thus  all,  even  the 
profoundefl  truths,  may,  as  it  were,  in  away  of  refrefh- 
ment,  be  infinuated  with  almoft  an  indelible  imprefiioa 
into  their  minds.  Our  Greenlanders  without  any  urgent 
methods  of  inculcation,  fpontaneoufly  make  it  their 
ftudy  to  apprehend  and  learn  to  fmg  the  moft  pithy 
hymns;  the  blefling  of  which  is  beyond  defcriptlon,  both 
upon  the  hearts,  and  for  the  advancement  of  young  and 
old  in  knov.ledge. 

Thus  it  is  faid  Jan.  2i,  "In  the  evening  many  came 
"  to  learn  to  fmg.  They  that  cannot  read,  fit  in  a 
*'  row ;  each  retains  a  line,  which  they  again  learn  at 
**  home  from  each  other,  and  thus  they  quickly  take 
*'  fevcral    verfes.     The    fingle  fifters  do  not   need   this 

*'  method-j  becaufe  moft  of  them  can  read." "  In  the 

*'  evening,  after  the  meeting,  we  have  many  a  pleafant 
*'  hour  v.ith  the  brethren  and  fifters,  fometimes  with 
*'  finging,  fometimes  with  reading,  fometimes  with  an- 
"  fwering  qiK^ftions,  whereby  their  growth  in  know- 
"  ledge  very  evidently  appears, 

"  Jan. 
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*'  Jan.  30,  The  ftormy  weather  preventing  the  bre- 
**  thren  from  going  to  fea,  they  therefore  came  dili- 
'*  gently  to  learn  verfes.  In  regard  to  fmging  and  ma- 
"  ny  other  advantages^  the  fillers  excel  th?m,  as  the 
"  men  are  obliged  from  their  youth  up  to  fpcnd  almoft 
•■'  every  day  at  fea,  and  fo  have  not  fo  much  time  to  ex- 
*'  ercife  themfelves.  And  when  they  come  home,  they 
"  are  weary  and  faint.  But  our  Saviour  has  other  ways 
"  of  making  it  up  to  them,  fo  that  they  are  no  lofers  m 
*'  the  chief  point." 

Dec.  14,  it  is  faid  of  the  fchool-children  :  "  They 
*'  could  not  be  tired  with  lenrning  and  rm2;in'3-  a  new 
*'  Chriftmas-hym.n,  in  which  John  Beck  had  comprized 
"  the  narrative  of  our  Saviour's  birth," 

The  miflionaries  indeed  were  not  quite  comforted  con- 
cerning the  children  and  unbaptized  youth  of  the 
Greenland  congregation,  and  fent  on  high  many  a  for- 
rowful  ejaculation  in  their  behalf.  "  We  fmcerely 
*'  long,"  they  write,  "  for  a  gracious  vifitation  of  our 
*'  Saviour  among  our  young  folks,  who  are  pretty  nu- 
*'  merous.  We  keep  every  day  a  feparate  meeting  for 
*'  them,  it  is  true,  which  they  attend  conftantly ;  nei- 
'*  ther  have  we  caufe  to  complain  of  any  great  enormi- 
*'  ties;  but  ftill  the  fire  from  above,  which  our  Prince> 
*'  at  the  time  of  his  fuffering,  thirlled  for,   is  not  yet 

*'  kindled  in  their  hearts." However  the  grace  which 

manifefted  itfelf  fo  powerfully  in  the  grown  people  and 
baptized,  did  not  leave  itfelf  without  witnefs  in  them, 
and  often  captivated  them  fo  ftrongly,  that  the  mifTion- 
aries  had  no  need  to  be  too  anxious  on  their  account,  nor 
to  give  up  their  hopes  of  them.  Thus  I  find  it  once 
faid  ;  "  After  the  morning-meeting,  a  particular  grace 
*'  was  perceptible  at  the  catechifation  of  the  children, 
"  &c."  And  again  :  "  A  heart-penetrating  fenfation 
*'  was  in  the  fchool,  when  the  children  came  to  the 
*'  reading  of  the  paffage  concerning  our  Saviour's  ago- 
"  ny  and  bloody  fweat  on  the  mount  of  Olives.  Such 
*'  an  emotion  arofe  all  at  once  among  them,  that 
"  mafter  and  fcholars  could  not  forbear  letting  their 
*'  tears  run  freely  down,  nor  could  they  think  of  any 
"  thing,  but :  "  I  give  thee  thanks  unfeigned, — O  Jefuj 
"  friend  in  need,— for  what  thy  fou)  fuftained, — when 
A  a  2  *'  thou 


372    HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.     B.IX 

*«•  thou  to  death  wouldft  bleed."  Thus  likewife  have  we 
*'  frequently  felt  an  unfpeakable  grace  among  the  grown 
*'  perfons  at  reading  the  account  of  the  paflion,  which 
*'  is  often  read  too  in  the  houfcs." 

.      ,       _      '  •    §  7. 

And  this  grace  beftowed  upon  them  was  not  in  vain  ; 
it  accompanied  the  labour  of  the  miffionarles,  though  it 
is  certain,  notwithftanding  their  careful  inftrudlions, 
they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  impart  to  the  fouls  the 
necefiary  requifites  for  becoming  living  members  of 
Chrift's  body.  Once  an  old  lick  man  let  them  know  by 
a  Greenland  helper,  that  fomething  paft  defcription, 
had  been  done  in  him  this  night.  He  now  lamented 
the  time  that  he  fpent  fo  unprofitably  before,  and  in- 
ftantly  intileated  for  reception  among  the  baptifmal  can- 
<,lidates.  Tpis  requeft  was  alfo  granted  him  on  his  fick- 
bed  to  the  inmoft  joy  of  his  foul ;  which  was  a  means 
at  the  fame  time  of  greatly  abating  his  pains. 

A  widow  got  a  particular  cafualty  on  her  head, 
which  caufed  it  to  fwell  very  much,  fo  that  {he  and 
every  body  expected  her  end.  This  made  her  anxious, 
about  her  falvation  ;  and  fhe  lamented  with  tears  her 
want  of  an  affurance  from  ©ur  Saviour,  that  fhe  could 
reft  upon.  In  this  trouble  he  manifefted  himfelf  to  herj 
as  the  true  Friend  of  all  fmners  that  long  after  him. 
'  For  the  next  night,  faid  fhe,  "  our  Saviour  appeared 
"  to  my  heart  in  the  attitude  of  his  fufFerings,  and  allu- 
*'  red  me  of  his  grace,"  Her  joy  was  fo  great  on  the 
occafion,  that  fhe  was  in  a  manner  out  of  herfelf,  and 
fkewed  to  all  that  came  near  her  (for  fhe  could  not  fpeak 
much)  how  our  Saviour  was  wounded  in  his  hands  and 
feet,  and  his  thorn-crowned  head  was  ftaincd  with  blood. 
She  now  longed  exceedingly  after  the  feJlowfcip  of  the 
faithful,  and  was  the  next  congregation-day  received  on 
her  fick-bed.  She  was  replcnifhed  with  extraordinary 
joy  at  this  token  of  grace,  and  thanked  our  Saviour  for 
not  pafling  her  by.  She  now  waited  for  nothing  fo  paf- 
fionately  as  her  releafe,  fpcnt  her  time  like  a  little  child, 
jn  chcarful  refledion  upon  the  firft  gracious  look  of  the 
crucilicd   and  blood  -  flained   Saviour,    and,    after   four 

weeks 
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•weeks   confinement  by   licknefs,    took    her  flight   into 
eternity  in  full  confidence  on  his  merits. 

Many  catechumens  were  forced  to  wait  long  for  re- 
ception or  baptifm  ;  many  attained  to  it  foon,  according 
as  the  difpc.fidon  of  their  hearts  was  found  to  be.  Two 
couple  of  married  people,  who  had  a  long  while  longed 
greatly  for  this  grace,  and  often  faid  with  tears  : 
"  Alas  !  how  long  ihaJl  we  {lili  be  oblig-ed  to  remaiii 
**  out  of  the  fellowfhip  of  the  faithful  !"  were  extreme- 
ly rejoiced  at  the  news,  that  they  {hould  be  admitted 
among  the  baptifma'i  candidates  :  But  upon  hearing  that 
a  few  days  after  they  fhould  alfo  be  baptized,  viz.  on  the 
manifeftation  of  Chrift  to  the  Gentiles,  they  were  almoft 
tranfported. 

Again  it  is  faid  :  "  A  female  helper  acquainted  us, 
**  that  a  fifter  of  the  newly  baptized  H-elena,  who  was 
*'  received  at  the  fame  time  with  her  as  candidate,  was 
**  quite  inconfolable,  and  faid  to  her  with  abundance  of 
"  tears :  Ah  wretched  me  !  nothing,  to  be  fure,  will 
'*  come  of  me  !  Helena  comforted  her,  faying :  *'  My 
"  fifter,  thou  muft  not  talk  fo.  Our  Saviour  has  given 
*'  both  of  us  aflurance  by  our  reception  as  candidates  ; 
**  that  he  will  number  us  among  his  people,  and  not 
*'  defpife  us.  I  did  not  deferve  to  be  baptized  fo  foon, 
^'  but  I  have  given  him  my  heart,  which  he  has  now 
'*  wafhed  with  his  blood,  and  thou  haft  ftill  to  expect 
**  it.'  To  be  fure,  it  is  thy  fault,  that  it  is  not  yet  done, 
**  Examine  thyfelf  onl)^,  and  give  thy  whole  heart  unto 
•'  him,  he  will  not  caft  thee  out,  I  will  pray  to  him  for 
**  thee  too."  The  next  congregation-day  ft>e  was  made 
**  partaker  of  this  fo  ardently  defired  grace,  was  filled 
**  with  joy  thereat,  and  anfwered  all  the  queftions  afkcd 
*'  her  before  the  congregation  with  an  undaunted  heart, 
**  notwithftanding  her  natural  nwdefty.  Thus  twelve 
**  grown  perfoas  and  ifiv-e  boys  were  baptized  this 
«  year." 

It  is  above  obferved,  that  fbme  run-aways  alfo  re- 
turned again.  Another,  called  Kezia,  who  was  bapti- 
zed by  Mr.  Drachart,  but  after  his  return  to  Europe 
went  with  a  trader  to  the  diftant  fouthern  parts,  and  af- 
terwards wandered  every  where  about,  and  fell  into  all 
forts  of  bad  things,  till  fhe  repaired  hither  to  her  bapti- 
A  a  3  zed 
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zed  fifter,  began  now  to  get  acquainted  with  her  depra- 
ved heart,  wept  for  our  Saviour  and  for  the  communion 
of  the  faithful,  made  an  ingenuous  and  open-hearted 
confeffion  of  her  fins;  and,  December  19,  in  the  meet- 
ing of  the  baptized,  in  the  midft  of  abundance  of  tears, 
and  with  a  bleffcd  imprefiion  upon  all  prefent,  was,  by 
the  impofition  of  hands,  abfolved  from  her  fms,  and 
again  received  into  the  congregation  of  believers. 

§8. 

Of  the  baptized  it  is  once  faid  :  "  One  of  our  helpers 
•'  declared,  that  he  had  never  fpent  a  winter  with  the  peo- 
"  pie  in  his  houfe  fo  chearfully  as  this,  and  that  the  new 
**  baptized  are  fo  defirous  of  mflruclion,  that  he  fpcnds 
'*  many  half-nights  in  blefied  converfation  with  them. 
"  But  his  wife  had  remarked  that  one  of  them  was  ftill 
"  attached  to  the  Greenlandifh  fuperftition,  having  or- 
"  dered  his  wife  to  obferve  one  year  longer  the  ablii- 
•  "  nence,  ufual  among  the  favages,  from  certain  kinds 
*'  of  work  and  diet,  to  prevent  the  child's  fuffering 
*'  harm  ;  but  the  wife  difapproved  of  it,  and  exhorted 
**  him  to  put  his  trurt  in  our  Saviour." 

Indeed  all  the  baptized  did  not  take  equal  fleps  in  their 
growth  of  grace  and  the  pure  knowledge  of  Chrift.  So 
much  the  more  rejoicing  were  the  examples  of  fuch,  as 
uninterruptedly  proceeded  in  the  defire  to  be  wholly 
over-ftreamed  by  the  flood  of  grace.  A  man,  that  had 
not  been  baptized  much  above  a  year,  fhed  the  bittercit 
tears,  becaufe  he  could  not  yet  attain  to  what  his  wife 
had  acquired.  He  meant  the  holy  communion.  On 
another  occafion  it  was  found  out  that  this  man,  with  his 
four  brothers  and  one  lifter,  who  are  now  all  baptized 
and  walking  in  a  happy  path,  are  firft  coufins  of  that  Ip- 
pegau  who  was  often  mentioned  in  the  years  1 735  and 
1736,  him  who  fupported  the  brethren  with  feals  flefh  at 
the  time  of  their  greateft  neceility.  "  It  was  a  great  plea- 
"  fure  to  us,"  it  is  added,  "  to  underftand  that  our  dear 
"  Lord,  who  has  promifed,  that  a  cup  of  cold  water 
**  fhall  not  go  unrewarded,  had  laid  his  bleffing  and 
"  compenfation  upon  this  man's  family,  and  now  grants 
*■'  the  fruits  of  our  pravers  and  tears  to  fpring  up  abun- 
**  dantly  out  of  a  coilaieral   branch,    when  the  diretft 

**  branch- 
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branches  had  indeed  feen  fomewhat,  but  enjoyed  little 
benefit,  by  reafen  of  their  going  ofF  the  ftage  too 
early." 

It  is  faid  of  another  man,  baptized  no  more  than  two 
months  ago :  "  He  dilcovered  a  great  defire  after  the 
Lord's  fupper,  and  embraced  the  opportunity  to  con- 
verfe  in  a  folid  manner  of  the  (late  of  his  heart.  He 
repeated  his  defire  feveral  times  ;  and,  that  verfejuft 
tranflated  :  "  His  goodnefs  and  his  mercies  all — will 
laft  thro' life's  duration; — and  I'll  maintain  my  proper 
call — to  his  dear  congregation  ; — I'll  live  with  them 
while  here  below,- — and  when  to  vonder  church  I  go, 
— fhall  live  with  Chrift  my  Saviour." — this  verfe  be- 
ing rehearfed  to  him  for  his  comfort,  he  was  much 
moved,  and  faid  :  "  Yes,  that  is  true,  I  often  expe- 
rience hov/  our  Saviour  purfues  me  with  his  grace 
and  mercy.  Being  yefterday  out  in  my  kajak,  it  was 
juft  as  if  fomebody  faid  to  me.  Go  on  fhore.  I  did  (o^ 
and  fell  upon  my  face  to  pray,  when  I  was  overpow- 
ered with  great  joy  and  inward  confolation." 
This  man  is  again  an  inftance,  that  the  Spirit  of  God, 
when  he  can  once  get  the  better  of  a  foul,  efpecially  in 
youth,  never  ceafes  to  work,  till  he  brings  him  to  the 
experimental  fenfe  of  the  things,  which  aforetime  he 
was  incapable  of  forming  any  adequate  idea  of,  or  calling 
by  their  right  names.  He  gave  an  account,  that  when 
his  parents  lived  a  winter  in  Kangek,  many  years  ago, 
he,  as  a  little  child,  heard  fomething  of  our  Saviour  iij 
New-Herrnhuth,  and  directly  felt  an  inclination  to  ilay 
with  the  believers,  but  could  not  get  away  from  his  pa- 
rents, till  they  died,  when  he  was  obliged  to  follow  his 
brother  into  thele  parts.  Here  he  had  likewife  been  long 
tormented  with  the  uneafinefs  of  his  heart,  till  at  length 
he  plucked  up  his  courage  and  broke  loofe  from  his  bro- 
ther. He  afterwards  took  much  pains  to  win  him  too, 
but  in  vain  ;  and  the  poor  man  quickly  after  came  to  a 
miferable  end. 

§9. 
Now  in  order  to  give  a  brief  rehearfal  of  the  external 
employments   both  of  the  mifliortaries  and  the  Green- 
landers,  the  former  had  to  finifh  their  houfe,    to  rebuild 
a  chimney  thrown  down  by  the  froft,  to  calk  and  mofs 
A  a  4  the 
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the  roof,  to  tarr  the  walls,  and  to  fiiiifh  the  floor  of  tlie 
hall,  for  which  they  got  four  dozen  of  boards  from  Good- 
hope;  they  alfo' built  a  turret  for  a  bell  brought  from 
Copenhagen.  Moreover  they  repaired  their  old  ruinous 
boat,  dug  a  well,  laid  out  a  garden,  and  for  this  end 
raifed  a  marfhy  ground  ;  and  farther  enlarged  the  wall 
round  the  houfe,  which  was  lo  feet  high.  Again  they 
fought  for  turf  in  the  iflands,  and  drirt-wood  \n  the  fea, 
fupplying  the  want  of  it  with  fmall  brufliwood  which 
they  found  in  the  valleys.  In  thefe  emplovments  they 
were  often  much  retarded  in  the  midft  of  fummer  by 
fnow  and  ice,  and  were  expofed  withal,  in  cafe  of  thick 
fogs,  to  many  dangers,  not  to  mention  that  fewel  and 
food  are  both  much  fcarcer  in  Fiflicr's-Inlct,  than  in 
Balls-River;  rein-deer  and  eider-fowls  being  feldom, 
and  feveral  kinds  of  fifhe^  not  at  all  to  be  feen  here. 
Hov/ever  they  begun  to  catch  fome  large  codd,  and  the 
Greenlanders  found,  two  leagues  of}',  a  place  where 
hallibuts  are. 

The  Greenlanders  met  with  greater  difliculties  in  point 
of  provifions  this  year  than  laif,  having  it  not  in  their 
power  to  deliver  above  half  the  quantity  of  blubber  to 
the  merchant ;  which,  notwithftanding,  again  amount- 
ed to  more  than  all  he  could  otherwife  colledl  out  of  all 
thefe  parts,  though  the  country  was  failed  with  ftrangers. 
Befides,  they  were  overtaken  by  many  dangers,  out  of 
which  they  were  wonderfully  delivered.  One  of  them 
being  once  obliged  to  fly  to  land  for  fhelter  from  florms 
and  ice,  jufl  then  the  v\nnd  rent  a  great  ftonc  down  from 
z  rock  above  him,  which  he  could  not  poflibly  efcape. 
Eut  while  he  was  expecSting  to  be  daihed  to  pieces,  it 
ftruck  againfl  a  fmaller  piece  of  rock  and  flopped. 

A  little  boy,  playing  with  a  large  tifh-hook,  ftuck  it 
into  his  meuth,  fo  that  it  hung  to  his  cheek.  There 
was  no  other  way,  but  to  tear  it  out,  and  the  wound 
V/as  fortunately  healed. 

As  fome  Greenland  women  were  gone  out  in  thick 
weather  to  feek  eggs,  they  faw  fomething  white  lying  in 
the  fea,  and  paddled  to  it,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  a  piece  of 
ice,  which  they  defigned  to  take  with  them  to  cool  their 
drink.  But  on  their  nearer  approach,  they  faw,  that  it 
was  a  monihous  white  bear.     Some  that  had  never  feen 
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Cine  before,  were  frighted  and  fcreamed  out,  but  the  beaft 
lay  ft. 11  without  attempting  to  fwim  after  them.  They 
fetched  fome  Greenlanders  with  guns,  but  he  was 
gone. 

While  the  houfes  were  repairing,  a  great  flone  fell 
upon  a  widow's  leg,  and  a  girl's  body,  but  without  any 
particular  harm.  Some  children  who,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  Greenlanders,  were  fitting  on  an  old  roof 
lately  repaired  to  bafk  in  the  fun,  were  fcarce  come 
down,  at  fomebody's  bidding,  before  the  whole  roof 
fell  in. 

The  widows  being  juft  moved  into  their  houfe,  and 
all  afieep,  in  the  night  one  of  them  was  awaked  by  the 
cracking  of  the  roof ;  fhe  awaked  the  reft  and  bid  them 
all  lie  clofe  to  the  w^all.  They  had  fcarce  done  fo,  before 
the  roof  burft  in  the  middle,  broke  to  pieces  moft  of 
their  houfhold-ftuff,  and  left  only  a  hollow  pafiage  by 
the  wall,  on  which  the  crofs-beams  refted,  and  this  way 
they  could  all  creep  out  unhurt. 

Two  little  boys,  that  were  gone  out  a  fifhing,  were 
overtaken  by  a  ftcrm  and  overfet.  But  two  brethren 
came  to  them,  righted  them,  and  brought  them  to  land. 
One  of  them  was  almoft  dead,  and  was  very  much 
bloated  by  the  quantity  of  fea-water  he  had  taken  in. 
He  took  fome  ftomachic  drops  in  brandy,  which  fooa 
recovered  him  again. 

§  10. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  boy  Ludwig,  who,  in  a  high 
wind,  was  gone  after  his  father  a  catching  feals,  loft  his 
life  in  the  waves,  and  could  not  be  found  again.  He  was 
baptized  this  year,  was  diligent  in  learning  to  read,  and, 
befides  the  fchool,  went  to  a  Greenland  helper  to  learn 
to  fmg ;  who  teftifie  ■  of  him,  that  he  often  fpoke  to 
him  ■v.'ith  feeling  of  the  ftate  of  his  heart.  He  behaved 
in  general  very  well ;  only  fometimes  complaints  were 
heard,  tb^t  he  was  very  headftrong,  and  not  to  be  drawn 
from  his  purpofe,  as  this  his  laft  ait  fliewed,  he  having 
gone  after  his  father  againft  his  mother's  will.  This  is 
the  general  fault  of  the  Greenland  youth,  and  as  the  pa- 
rents indulge  their  children  from  their  infancy  in  their 
whole  will,  they  reap  this  fruit  for  their  pains,  that  the 

children 
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children  afterwards  will  not  do  as  the  parents  would  have 
them.  For  among  the  Greenlanders  the  rule  is  inverted. 
It  cannot  be  afKed  :  Where  is  the  father,  that  does  not 
chaftife  his  fon  ?  but  rather,  where  is  the  father  that  does 
chaftife  his  fon  ?  except  indeed  we  urge  them  to  it  for 
fome  flagrant  crime*.  And  this  melancholy  accident 
afforded  us  an  occafion  of  admoniniing  the  parents  ta 
bend  the  wills  of  their  children,  while  young,  in  order 
to  fave  themfelves  much  perplexity  and  trouble  after- 
wards. 

Befides  this  boy,  fix  fouls  pafTed  into  eternity,  among; 
whom  was  Laban,  a  relation  of  the  firftling  John.  He, 
with  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  was  laft  year  admitted; 
to  baptifm,  and  fince  that  time  led  a  regular,  quiet  and 
unexceptionable  life,  but  made  flow  progrefs  in  the 
knowledge  of  himfelf  and  our  Saviour,  and  in  the  true 
experimental  fenfe  of  his  merits;  fo  that  he  did  not  give 
us  fo  much  joy  as  the  others,  who  were  baptized  with 
him.  But  m  his  ficknefs  it  appeared,  that  the  Holy 
Ghofl:  muft  have  done  more  in  his  heart  than  we  were 
aware  of.  For  being  put  in  mind,  from  the  great  pains 
he  endured  in  his  breaft,  of  the  bitter  fufFerings  of  Jefus, 
he  faid  :  *'  My  pains  are  indeed  great,  but  they  cannot 
*'  hinder  me  from  thinking  upon  the  pains  of  my  Sa- 
"  viour,  and  it  is  his  death  alone  on  which  I  place  my 
**  confidence."  In  the  night  one  of  our  helpers  heard 
his  family  crying.  He  went  into  his  tent,  and  found 
him  departing.  He  therefore  gave  him  the  laft  blef- 
iing  in  our  ftead,  with  the  verfes :  *'  O  head  fo  full  of 
'*  bruifes,  &'c.  I'll  here  with  thee  continue, — tho'  poor, 
*'  thou'It  me  not  flight; — keep  me  in  thy  retinue, — 
*'  when  hence  my  foul  takes  flight,  &c." 

But  the  moft  pleafing  inftance,  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  firft  of  the  baptized  grown  perfons  that  departed  this 
life  at  Lichtenfels,  was  the  Angle  After  Stifanna.  She 
was  born  in  Innukfuk  fix  miles  from  Lichtenfels,  and 
after  the  death  of  her  parents,  was  taken  care  of  by  one 
of  her  relations,  with  whom  ftie  moved  hither  in  the  year 
1760.  The  v^'ord  of  Jefus's  fufterings  prefently  made 
:ts  way  into  her  heart;  flie  was  endowed  with  fenfibili'.y 

*  See  the  articl?  of  the  Greenlan'.l  mannsr  of  f'd'.K.itlng  ihcir  chilher.' 
B,   III.  ^  %&. 
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and  fcrenity  of  mind,  and  her  heart  profited  by  every 
meeting.  Neverthelefs  a  good  part  of  thofe,  that  came 
here  with  her,  were  baptized  betore  her.  This  gave 
her  great  concern,  and  flie  faid  to  her  labourer-fiiter : 
*'  I  know  not  how  it  is  with  me,  that  I  cannot  yet  be 
*'  wafhed  with  the  blood  of  Jefus  :  O  !  if  I  did  but  know 
"  where  the  fault  in  me  lies  ;  for  I  would  fain  be  his.'* 
She  obtained  this  grace  Jan.  19,  la  ft  year,  to  her  great 

joy- 

Her  charafter  was  fincere  and  open-hearted.  She 
kept  nothing  that  preffed  her  heart.  She  afked  her  la- 
bourer-fifter  about  whatfoever  appeared  to  her  of  a  fuf- 
picious  nature,  and  did  as  flie  deiired  her.  In  things  re- 
lating to  the  body  (he  was  fo  patient,  that  if  fhe  had  no 
victuals  all  day,  flie  would  not  make .  any  complaints. 
Before  flie  came  to  us,  flie  had  fo  enfeebled  her  taber- 
nacle, by  her  too  great  willingncfs,  and  carrying  too 
great  burdens  at  the  time  of  hunting  the  rein-deer,  that 
fhe  brought  the  blood-fpitting  along  with  her,  which 
continually  increafed  upon  her  here,  as  flie  had  no  no- 
tion of  fparing  herfelf  at  all,  A  month  ago  at  a  return 
of  her  diforder,  flie  perceived  that  her  diflblution  ap- 
proached. She  often  repeated  to  her  fifters  :  "  O  !  now 
*'  glad  am  I,  that  I  have  a  Saviour  !  if  I  could  not  rely 
*'  upon  him,  how  fliould  I  be  afraid  of  death!"  When 
a  child  was  lately  buried,  fhe  faw  through  the  wmdow 
the  funeral-proceflion,  and  f^id  afterwards  to  her  fifters  : 
*'  O  that  was  fine  !  how  fweetiy  you  fung  !  ye  will  fing 
"  at  my  funeral  in  the  fame  manner  ;"  and  ftruck  up 
"  the  verfe  :  "  When  in  the  arms  of  Jefus— my  mouth 
**  (hall  pallid  grow,  ^c.^'  One  of  her  moft  favourite 
verfes  in  her  ficknefs  was  out  of  the  litany  :  "  Think 
*'  on  thy  Son's  fo  bitter  death, — his  five  dear  wounds 
"  and  thorny  wreath, — for  they  have  full  atonement 
"  made, — for  all  the  world  a  ranfom  paid  : — this  com- 
*'  forts  us  eternally, — and  makes  us  hope  for  mercy 
*'  free."  This  flie  repeated  as  a  prayer  day  and  night, 
when  flie  was  able  to  fing  no  more.  Being  aflced  a  few 
days  ago  by  her  hoftefs,  if  flie  then  would  ftay  no  longer 
with  us  ?  Ihe  anfwered  :  "  I  do  not  like  to  hear  any 
"  thing  more  of  thar,  do  but  willingly  let  me  go  to  our 
"  Saviour."     And  a  fifter  making  this  reply :  Go  then 

in 


580    HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.    B.  IX. 

in  peace  :  flie  added :  "  Oh  !  how  I  long  for  Jefus  ! 
*'  O  !  might  he  but  come  quickly,  and  take  me  to  him- 
**  felf!"  The  day  before  yefterday,  fhe  many  times  re- 
peated her  thanks  and  praifes,  that  our  Saviour  had 
fought  and  found  her,  and  that  fhe  could  rely  firmly  up- 
on him.  Yefterday,  being  the  feaft  of  the  annunciation 
of  the  blefled  virgin,  her  fiftcrs  were  exceeding  chearful, 
and  fpent  the  whole  day  between  the  meetings  in  fmg- 
ing ;  fhe  ftruck  up  among  them  with  her  feeble  voice, 
and,  when  fhe  could  fmg  no  more,  fhe  fighed  and  faid  : 
ji  tent,  'tis  true,  ftck  and  wearf  d,-~^hut  a  lively  fpirit  *.  In 
the  night  fhe  faid  feveral  times :  "  Ah  !  my  Saviour, 
*'  come  foon,  O  come,  yea,  come.  Lord  Jefus !"  She 
would  have  her  fifters  flill  fmg  her  feveral  verfes,  which 
during  her  ficknefs  fhe  always  wanted  to  have  fung, 
among  which  one  of  her  dearefl  ones  was :  "  I  thank 
'*  thee  with  good  reafon,— O  Jefu,  friend  in  need,  &c." 
Laft  of  all  fhe  faid  ;  fmg  me  yet  Pibikfara  nelliupet.  Sec, 
*'  Now  ftiikes  my  hour  j  now  runs  my  fpring,^- — that 
"  blood-ftream  now  does  roll ; — its  rufhing  found  t© 
'*  reft  doth  fmg — my  body  and  my  foul."  Then  fhe 
lay  ftill  awhile ;  but  at  day-break  fhe  haftily  raifed  her- 
felf  up,  looking  ftedfaftly  upwards.  And  the  fifters, 
who  fat  by  her  and  held  her,  afking,  what  fhe  looked 
at  ?  fhe  anfwered :  '*  that  great  light !  do  but  fee  that 
*'  great  light!"  and  wanted  to  get  up  and  go  and  meet 
it,  but  fank  down  again  into  her  fifters  arms,  and  de- 
parted March  26,  near  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  about 
the  24th  year  of  her  age. 

Now  this  is  the  firft  of  the  flowers  planted  and  blown 
in  this  little  garden.  It  had  no  long  time  to  grow,  and 
prcfently  came  to  maturity.  Now  the  Lord  has  plucked 
it,  to  refrefh  himfelf  with  it  for  his  pains  and  labour. 
To  him  be  glory  for  ever.  Amen. 

*  Out  of  the  verfe  ;  "  My  heart's  Inclination, — is,  a  deep  proftration— 
"  at  my  Jefu's  pain  ; — to  be  thereby  mehed, — fo  that  each  one  felt  it — 
"  how  I  love  that  Man} — afoul  by  blood  beautify'd, — a  tent  haply  fick 
*'  and  wearied, — but  a  lively  fpirit."  This,  Count  Chrijlian  Rfnatus  de 
Z'lnxendorf  had  compofed,  and  with  thefe,  and  many  more  fuch  fweet  ver- 
ges, he  fuog  himfelt  to  his  bicffcd  reft. 
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§  II. 

Now  we  come  to  the  Greenland  congregation  at  New- 
Herrnhuth.  Many  vifits  were  made  there  during  the 
winter  both  by  the  old  and  new  inhabitants  of  Kangek 
and  the  iflands,  though  few  of  them  came  to  the  congre- 
gation :  for,  as  to  the  new  ones,  they  were  too  crude  and 
ignorant,  and  the  old  ones  were  at  no  lofs  for  methods 
of  filencing  the  uneafinefs  of  their  hearts.  Their  fitua- 
tion  may  beft  be  feen  from  the  accounts  of  the  vifits  the 
brethren  made  to  them. 

Of  one  of  thofe  excurfions  it  is  faid  :  "  After  we  had 
**  vifited  in  fome  houfes  and  fpoke  with  the  people,  we 
*'  called  upon  an  old  friendly  fouthlander,  by  name 
**  Kukillangoak.  Here  we  met  with  fome  of  our  bap- 
"  tized,  who  had  been  with  the  fadlors  clerk  in  PifTu- 
"  bik,  to  fetch  blubber.  They  were  followed  by  a  boat 
'*  full  of  heathen,  who  came  hither  with  a  great  fhout, 
*'  betokening  a  challenge  to  a  dancing  and  fingino-- 
"  match.  But,  feeing  us  ftand  there,  and  findino-  no 
*'  echo  to  their  cry,  they  parted  by  to  another  place, 
*'  Moft  of  the  young  people  ran  after  them,  but  the  old 
"  folks  ftayed  at  home  ;  and  I  kept  a  difcourfe  to  them 
*'  of  their  Creator  and  Saviour.  April  i,  we  vifited  in 
'*  fome  other  houfes.  Thev  received  us  kindly.  But 
*'  being  informed  that  our  Daniel  would  keep  them  a 
**  difcourfe,  an  old  woman  began  to  make  fuch  a  noife, 
*'  that  we  were  forced  to  put  her  out  of  doors.  In  ano- 
*'  ther  houfe  I  held  a  difcourfe.  A  woman  interrupted 
*'  me,  faying  :  fhe  would  hear  nothing  of  that  matter  • 
*'  for  it  gave  her  pain,  and  (be  could  not  now  be  con- 
"  verted  ;  when  fhe  returned  from  the  north,  fhe  would 
"  come  to  us  and  hear  us.  But  I  continued  my  dif- 
"  courfe.  At  our  return  to  our  lodgings,  many  people 
**  followed  us.  We  read  to  them  the  third  chapter  of 
*'  the  Adls  of  the  Apoflles,  and  I  added  a  word  of  exhor- 
*'  tation.  The  old  people  heard  quietly,  and  declared 
**  their  fatisfadion,  yet  they  did  not  appear  much  moved 
**  by  it ;  but  fome  young  people  fhewed  plainly,  that 
**  they  were  aftecled,  and  gave  our  Greenlanders  to  un- 
"  derftand,  that  they  fhould  be  glad  to  live  with  us.  In 
*'  the  evening  I  defired  our  Daniel  to  keep  a  difcourfe. 
*'  April  2,  the  ftrong  north  wind  and  fevere  cold  cea- 
"  iing,  we  all  fet  forward  on  our  returnj  taking  along 
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*'  with  us  a  widow,  her  Ton  and  two  daughters,  who, 
"  as  her  eldeft  daughter  has  been  lately  baptized,  will 
"  alfo  live  with  us.  Old  Uikielc,  who  at  Chriftmas 
"  laft  was  induced  by  the  firmncis  of  his  daughter,  to 
*'  ftay  with  us,  followed  us  with  his  boat  and  tent,  not- 
"  withftanding  his  two  brothers  had  once  more  at- 
"  tempted  to  perfuade  him  and  his  daughter  to  go  with 
"  them  to  the  north," 

§  12. 

By  means  of  this  and  the  frequent  vifits  of  the  bapti- 
zed Gretnlandcrs,  many  heathen  were  much  moved  ; 
but  their  proptniity  to,  and  cuflom  of  roving  about, 
their  attachment  to  their  abfent  relations,  and  hankering 
after  vain  diverlions  and  amufements,  ftill  withheld  the 
moll  of  them  for  the  prefent  from  making  a  furrender  of 
themfelves  to  our  Saviour.  One  of  the  faid  Uikick's 
brothers  told  our  Greenlanders,  that  he  dreamed  he  had 
feen  our  Saviour  upon  the  crofs,  (from  which  it  may  be 
gathered,  that  the  word  of  the  crofs  of  Jefus  has  left  an 
impreffion  upon  his  mind.)  and  this  caufed  him  a  great 
deal  of  uneafmefs ;  but  he  ftill  could  not  withftand  his 
Itrong  inclination  to  go  to  his  eldeft  brother  in  the  north. 
i{  he  could  perfuade  him  to  come  hither  v/ith  him,  he 
would  be  converted.  The  other  brother  was  prefent, 
when  the  father  was  received  into  the  number  of  the 
candidates  for  baptifm,  and  the  fon  was  baptized;  and 
it  was  obferved,  that  the  tears  ftood  in  his  eyes.  But 
Ihortly  before,  having  been  challenged  in  a  Imging- 
match  and  loft,  he  had  no  time  to  think  upon  his  con- 
verlion,  being  too  intent  upon  wiping  off  the  difgrace, 
and  hnging  down  his  antagonift.  A  man  in  Kookcer- 
nen,  who  fhews  our  Greenlanders  much  kindnefs  when- 
ever they  are  out  there  about  their  bufmefs,  fancied  he 
had  no  occafion  to  come  to  us  at  prefent,  becaufe  our 
Greenlanders  who  often  lodge  with  h.'m,  inftrudled  him 
fufficiently  :  When  his  fon  (who  with  his  mother  great- 
ly defires  to  be  baptized)  is  grown  up  and  able  to  main- 
tain a  family,  he  would  be  fo  far  from  hindering  his  mo- 
ving to  us,  that  he  would  come  himfelf  too.  He  was 
very  fenfible,  if  he  fhould  die  in  the  mean  while,  and 
not  believe  and  be  baptized,  that  his  Ibul  would  go  to 

the 
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the  dark  place  ;  but  he  hoped  God  would  fpare  his  life, 
till  he  attained  it. 

Such-like  well-minded  Greenlanders,  who  were  un- 
willing to  relinquifli  their  convenient  dwelling-places, 
thoush  they  otherwife  gave  evident  tokens  of  their  love  to 
the  truth  on  many  occaiions,  came  alfo  from  KellHigeit  on 
a  vifit  fometimes,  wifhed  Jerufalem's  profperity  according 
to  their  way,  and  advifed  their  relations,  v/ho  lived  there, 
to  hearken  to  their  teachers. 

Many  fouthlanders  alfo  pafTed  by  to  the  north,  but 
very  few  pitched  their  tents  at  New-Herrnhuth,  and 
fewer  ftlll  attended  the  preaching,  fearing  left  they 
fhould  be  difturbed  in  their  heathenifh  turn  of  mind. 
But  they  in  the  neighbourhood  were  both  vifited,  and  the 
moft  of  them  came  to  vifit,  which  was  never  done  with- 
out an  opportunity  to  fcatter  the  good  feed,  though  moft: 
times  but  fingly.  Here  give  me  leave  to  obferve,  that 
there  are  probably  but  very  few  favages,  that  have  not 
already  a  notion  of  God,  of  their  corrupt  ftate,  and  of 
the  neceifity  of  converfion.  They  are  convinced,  that 
a  change  muft  be  wrought  in  them.  They  conilder  all 
that  is  faid  of  God  and  his  attributes,  as  old  and  v/eli- 
known.  If  you  inculcate  morality,  they  liftcn  with 
flillnefs,  but  alfo  indifferency ;  attempt  to  illuftrate  the 
matter  with  their  own  good  qualities,  and  are  very  free 
in  cenfuring  the  conduct  of  others.  But  as  foon  as  you 
begin  to  fpcak  of  faith  in  Jefus  and  bis  meritorious 
blood,  it  is  iufl:  as  if  a  fire  feized  them.  The  vounc- 
folks,  chiefly  fuch  tractable  minds  as  are  not  yet  drawn 
into  the  fnare  of  corruption,  attend  with  an  emotion, 
which  often  prefles  fighs  and  lovely  tears  from  them, 
but  their  general  plea  is,  that  they  are  not  their  owji 
mafters.  in  the  old,  who  have  been  long  convinced, 
but  love  darknefs  rather  than  light,  it  excites  chagrine, 
enmity  and  wrath.  It  (hocked  me  to  fee  many  of  them 
fo  touched  to  the  quick,  that  they  trembled,  fnuffed  and 
blew  like  a  frighted  deer,  and  fometimes  like  a  man  ia 
ftrong  convulfions,  tugged  their  coat  or  their  boots,  in 
order  to  ftifle  the  reftleffnefs  of  their  hearts  _;  and  as  foou 
as  the  preaching  was  over,  off  they  ran  in  all  hafte,  left 
the  matter  fhould  be  applied  clofer  to  their  hearts.  And 
thus  at  laft  out  ©f  this  great  number  of  fouthlanders 

'there 
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(there  being  thirty  boats  full)  no  more  than  two  fingle 
women  offered  themfelves  for  flaying. 

§  13- 

On  the  other  hand,  a  man  flayed  in  New-Herrn- 
huth  with  a  family  confifling  of  eleven,  moflly  grown 
perfons,  that  lived  not  far  from  Lichtenfels,  and  had  of- 
ten received  inflru6lion  and  been  afFecled  there  j  and  be- 
fore the  end  of  winter,  the  greatefl  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  neighbouring  ifland  Kariak,  who  had  often 
vifited  and  heard  the  gofpel  with  bleffing,  were  compel- 
led by  the  ice  to  defert  their  habitation  ;  and  twenty  one 
of  them  took  refuge  in  New-Herrnhuth.  The  reft  fol- 
lowed them  in  fummer,  but  at  the  approach  of  winter 
withdrew  again.  Among  the  former  were  alfo  fome, 
who  had  no  mind  to  be  converted.  For  inflance,  an  old 
man  reproved  his  Ton  for  throwing  away  his  angoak  or 
amulet*,  as  foon  as  he  flepped  on  fhore,  with  thefe 
words  :  "  Now  this  angoak  is  of  no  more  ufe  to  me, 
*'  here  I  will  cleave  to  our  Saviour,  and  put  my  truft 
"  in  him."  But  it  foon  appeared,  that  preventing 
grace  had  been  at  work  in  mofl  of  them,  and  drawn 
them  hither  by  external  means  ;  an  i  the  word  they  now 
heard  every  day,  and  that  commonly  with  eager  a  ten- 
tion,  very  foon  efFe6led  a  change  in  them.  One  man, 
who  had  been  long  moved,  had  a  child  that  died,  and  his 
wife  prefently  after  bore  him  another ;  which  he  wanted 
much  to  have  baptized.  But  on  its  being  intimated  to 
him,  that  the  brethren  baptized  no  children,  whofe  pa- 
rents were  heathens,  or  at  ieafl  not  baptifmal  candidates, 
who  had  engaged  to  ftay  and  have  their  children  brought _ 
up  m  a  chnflian-like  manner,  he  came  with  his  wife, 
fifter  and  brother-in-law,  who  all  declared,  that  their 
intention  was  from  the  beginning  to  ftay  here,  and  that 
they  fhould  confider  the  baptifm  of  the  child,  as  a  token 
that  they  were  not  flighted.  Therefore  their  requeft 
was  granted  ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  the  father 
was  alfo  baptized,-  and  the  moft  of  his  'relations  were 
numbered  among  the  candidates  for  baptifm. 

*  It  was  a  dried  unwhelped  pnppv,  which  is  fuppofcd  to  prcferve  inexpe- 
rienced chUdran  from  misfortune,  and  to  be  their  guide. 

Thus 
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Thus  forty  perfons  from  among  the  fa  v  ages  We  re  ad- 
ded to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  forty-four  fouls 
to  the  congregation  by  holy  baptifm,  among  whom 
Were  nine  boys  and  fix  girls.  Eighteen  perfons  were 
admitted  to  the  holy  communion,  and  three  couple  were 
joined  in  marriage. 

As  in  the  preceding  years  it  has  been  frequently,  and 
this  year  largely  done  in  the  accounts  of  Lichtenfels,  I 
fliall  fay  nothing  farther  of  the  particular  difplays  of 
grace  in  one  and  another  foul.  Only  as  an  eye-witnefs, 
I  muft  obferve  fo  much,  that,  when  I  have  attended  the 
catechifations  and  the  preparation  for  baptifm  or  the 
Lord's-fupper,  not  only  the  anfwers  and  ingenuous  de- 
clarations made  by  the  Greenlanders  of  their  mind  and 
defire,  but  the  grace  prevailing  at  the  fame  time,  and 
the  emotion  of  their  hearts,  which  often  caufed  abun- 
dance of  tears  to  trickle  down  their  fvveetiy  abafhed 
faces,  has  fo  much  affected  and  rejoiced  me,  as  to  make 
my  heart  leap,  and  my  eyes  overflow.  The  peace  of 
God  which  1  have  felt  at  the  facred  acts  of  baptifm  and 
the  fupper  of  the  Lord,  is  beyond  defcription,  and  the 
broken  and  glad  alpcct  which  I  have  afterwards  feen  fhi- 
ning  in  their  countenances,  v;ill  never  depart  from  be- 
fore my  eyes. 

§  14- 
But  yet  I  rnuft  take  fonie  little  notice  of  a  few  public 

difcourfes  delivered  by  the  helpers  to  their  people. 

A.  fpoke  once  very  agreeably  of  grov/ing  in  the  o-race 

of  our  Lord,  Which  he  has  purchafed  for  us  by  his  blood, 

and  how  happy  we  may  be  at  all   times  when  rightly 

weighing  his  death  and  pains  in  our  hearts-. 

Another  time  he  ufed  a  fimilitude  :  "  Wheri  in  fum- 
mer  we  carry  a  light  *  in  a  high  wind  from  one  tent" 
to  another,  flakes  often  fall  to  the  ground,  which  fet 
the  dry  grafs  on  lire.  Thus,  when  our  Saviour  came 
upon  earth,  he  brought  fire  along  with  him,  and 
fcattered  it  around  amongft  men.  But  now  he  fends 
his  fervants  forth  into  all  the  world.  Thefe  he  has 
likewife  fent  unto  us,  with   his  word  which  he  has 

*  v'.z.  alight  of  dry  mofs  foaked  with  train-oil,  from  which  burning 
drop"^  tall  down. 

Vol,.    II.  B  b  *'  given 
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"  given  them  for  us.  This"  they  have  fcattered  amongft 
*'  us ;  and  it  has  enkindled  and  put  Ufa  into  our  hearts, 
**  or  elfe  we  lliould  ftill  be  dead  like  the  reft,  who  con- 
*'  tinue  to  walk  in  darknefs." 

B.  fpoke  once  upon  the  verfe:  "Thy  blood,  that 
"  noble  juice,  does  fuch  a  ftrength  difFufe,  &c."  how 
**  this  has  power  to  convert  Tuch  depraved  lavages  into 
**  quite  new  men." 

Another  time,  being  juft  recovered  from  a  fevere  fit 
of  ficknels,  he  compared  the  life  of  man  to  a  fhadow, 
which  quickly  pafles  away  j  to  the  grafs,  which  flou- 
rifhes  for  a  ihort  fpace,  and  then  withereth,  falleth  away 
and  rots  ;  and  to  the  leaves  of  the  bufhes,  which  the 
wind  fcatters  away.  "  Ah  !  how  good  is  it  therefore," 
faid  he,  *'  to  have  our  Saviour  conliantly  in  our  hearts; 
"  for  then  we  know  whither  our  fouls  go,  when  the 
"  body  falls  away  and  turns  to  corruption." 

D.  confefl'ed  publicly,  that  for  fome  time  he  had  not 
given  due  heed  to  his  heart,  and  therefore  he  had  not 
been  at  all  well  for  three  days.  "  Formerly,"  faid  he, 
"  while  I  was  not  r'ghtly  acquainted  with  our  Saviour, 
"  nor  was  fo  fenfible  as  I  now  am  of  my  depravity,  I 
"  could  eafily  make  light  of  every  thing,  and  footh  my- 
"  felf  to  reft.  But  now  nothing  can  fet  rr.e  to  rights, 
*'  but  a  renewed  fenfe,  that  our  Saviour  is  gracious 
"  unto  me  *." 

At  the  evenino--devotions  of  the  fin'^le  brethren  on 
Geod-Friday  the  catechift  appointed  one  to  fpeak  a  few 
Vv'ords,  and  thereof  he  retained  the  follov/ing  :  "  We  have 
"  this  day  been  calling  to  mind  the  fufterings  of  Jefus, 
"  how  he,  for  our  1ms,  fweated  bloody  fwcat,  how  his 
"  head  was  rent  with  thorns,  and  his  whole  body  co- 
"  vered  with  wounds.  Ah  !  many  thanks,  that  we 
.  "  have  a  Saviour,  who  fo  loved  us,  as  to  vouchfafe, 
*'  for  our  fins,  to  be  nailed  to  the  crofs,  and  to  have  his 
*'  fide  opened  with  a  fpear,  from  whence  his  precious 
*'  blood  flowed  forth  upon  the  ground,  to  redeem  all 

*  To  this  eft'eft  a  widow  but  lately  baptized  cxpreffed  herfelf  to  her  help- 
er: "  How  is  tkis,  piay  ?  while  I  wai  among  the  heathens,  I  imagined, 
"  that  the  baptizrd  had  now  got  every  thing  they  liood  in  need  of;  but  now 
"  that  1,  myU  if  am  b.'j>tizcJ,  I  firft  of  all  begijj  thoroughly  to  feel  my  povcr- 
"  ty  and  indigence. 

*'  mankind 
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*'  mankind  !  Ah  !  abundant  thanks  that  he,  the  grea- 
*'  Lord  of  mercies,  has  gathered  us  out  of  the  ignorant, 
''  called  ana  brought  us  to  the  congregation,  where  we 
''  can  every  day  hear  of  the  great  Eover  of  men  !  O  ! 
"  that  none  of  us  might  remain  infcnfible  of  thofe  blef- 
"  fings,  or  forfeit  the  participation  of  that  grace,  which 
"  he  has  purchafed  for  us  with  his  own  blood  !  Who- 
"  ever  feels,  that  his  heart  as  yet  has  no  right  fhare  in 
*'  his  merits  and  wounds,  let  him  go  to  him,  and  not 
"  ceafe  to  pray,  till  his  heart  is  foftened  and  burns.  If 
"  v/e  do  this  very  often,  the  Holy  Ghoft  will  take  pof- 
*'  fciiion  of  our  hearts,  will  guide  us,  and  caution  us 
"  xiL  to  fwerve  from  oiir  hearts,  and  grieve  our  Saviour 
*'  and  our  teajhers.  I  v/eil  know,  hov/  it  is,  when  the 
"  thoughts  of  our  hearts  flray  from  our  Saviour  and  his 
-*'  merits;  we  Ihould  be  glad  to  a^!:  according  to  our 
*'  own  pleafure.  But  how  is  it  v/ith  uS  then  .''  are  v/e 
*'  fatisficd  at  the  fame  time?  O  no  !  I  am  inilantly 
*'  uneafy  and  dark,  and  k;»ow  not  what  courfe  to  take, 
*'  but  to  caft  myfelf,  with  all  the  corruption  I  am  fenfible 
*'  of  in  me,  at  his  feet,  and  to  implore  his  forgivenefs, 
*'  till  he  gives  me  the  aOTurance,  that  he  is  again  gra- 
*'  cious  unto  m.e.  If  we  did  but  do  this,  as  foon  as  our 
*'  corruption  begins  to  trouble  us,  we  iliould  never  fall 
"  into  painful  circum'Rances.  To  be  fure,  while  we 
*'  are  in  this  world,  we  fhall  feel,  that  we  are  corrupt- 
"  ed  creatures  ;  but  it  is  as  fure,  that  we  have  an  open 
"  way  and  accefs  to  our  Saviour,  and  his  blood  is  able 
'^'  to  purify  and  preferve  our  hearts.  Only  let  us  not 
*'  intermit,  as  long  as  we  live,  to  look  unto  him,  and 
"  t9  yield  up  ourfelves,  body  and  foul,  unto  him.  And 
*'  now  that  the  time  draws  near,  that  we  fiiall  be  obli- 
*'  ged  to  be  abfent  from  our  teaches,  we  will  think 
*'  the  oftener  on  his  paffion,  and  mutually  put  one  ano- 
"  ther  in  remembrance  of  it.  Thus  {hall  wa  be  pre- 
^'^  fcrved  fafe  from  the  wicked  olie,  and  rejoice  togethei* 
*'  at  our  meeting  here  again  in  autumn." 

§  I.5- 

It  mUit  be  faid   alfo,  to  the  praife  of  the  wounds  of 

Jefus,    that  our  Greenlanders,-    both    young    and    old, 

were   well   preferved  during    their    dixperiion  and  era- 

B  b  2  ploy- 
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ploy  men  t  ill  the  fummer ;  neither  did  any  of  them  fufFer 
any  bodily  harm,  thoUgh  many  had  overfet,  or  even  been 
pulled  down  by  a  feal,  and  drawn  along  for  fome  time 
under  water. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  they  had  good  fuccefs, 
caught  a  great  many  fea-fowl,  and  now  and  then  feals, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  April  a  fea-cow,  which  is  feldom 
feen  in  thefe  parts,  this  being  the  fecond  in  thirty  years. 
At  the  capelin-fifhery,  a  great  deal  was  fpoiled  by  the 
rainy  weather ;  by  which  the  European  brethren  were 
alfo  hindered  in  their  fecular  bufmefs ;  and,  as  the 
month  of  Auguil  was  well-nigh  elapfed  without  feeing 
the  fhip,  on  board  of  which  they  expected  two  brethren, 
according  to  the  accounts  received  by  the  fhip  to  the 
fouthward,  they  grew  not  a  little  uneafy  ;  but,  having 
made  all  ready  for  fetching  provifions  from  the  fouthern 
colonies,  they  received  the  agreeable  news  of  its  arrival 
the  26th  of  Auguft.  The  two  brethren  were  George 
Henry  Meyer,  and  JjJm  Boehnijh,  By  the  hrft,  Peter 
Haven's  place  was  fupplied  in  Lichtenfels,  and  the 
latter  flayed  in  New-Hcrrnhulh,  as  John  Haven  returned 
to  Europe  with  me. 

The  Greenlanders  had  but  indifferent  fuccefs  this 
time  in  catching  feals  in  the  found,  efpecially  as  a  lick- 
nefs  came  amc ng  them,  v^^hich  hindered  many  from 
providing  for  themfelves.  And  yet,  according  to  the 
latefl  accounts,  they  had  in  winter  fuch  a  fufficiency,  as 
to  have  it  in  their  power  to  communicate  to  thofe  that 
wanted.  During  the  ficknefs,  they  were  vifited  by  the 
miflionan,',  who  gives  the  following  relation  of  it. 

*'  Sept.  25,  by  the  brethren  and  fifters,  who  came  to 
"  the  Lord's-fupper  from  the  found,  we  received  the 
"  painful  news,  that  fome,  efpecially  two  men,  were 
"  dan^eroufly     ill.       We    dircdtly     fent    them     fume 

»'  medicines,  but  they  had  no  effect. The  28th,  the 

*'  ftrong  wind  being  abated,  I  went  to  the  found  to  vifit 
"  the  lick,  who  greatly  longed  for  it.  One  of  the 
*'  dangerouiiy  fick,  I  found  better  and  in  a  good 
*'  fituucion  of  mind.  He  was  ready,  as  he  faid,  to  go 
"  with  his  Lord,  when  he  plcafed  to  fetch  him,  and 
**  found  nothing  that  rtood  in  the  way  of  his  go.ng  to 
*'  him.     Of  the  cuicr,  whofe  name  was  Simon,  1  heard, 

"  tliat 
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*'  that  he  was  departed,  and  his  corpfe  carried  o\'er  to  be 
*'  interred.  After  I  had  haflily  viiited  the  reft  of  the 
"  Tick,  two  men  of  them  following  me,  I  went  after  the 
*'  corpfe,  and  after  a  difcourfe  upon  the  acquaintance 
*'  v/ith  our  Saviour,  which  procures  us  a  happy  life  and 

*'  a  blefled  death,    I  buried  it. 1  would  have  gon^ 

*•'  dire6lly  over  again,  but  v/as  detained  by  ftormy 
*'  weather  with  rain  and  fnow  till  the  ift  of  Oclober, 
*'  when  the  corpfe  of  Beata,  Daniel's  daughter,  was 
"  brought  over.  The  hcknefs  prevails  more  and  more, 
*'  and  the  fick  begged  to  be  vifited,  efpecial'y  Kiutikak, 
*'  who  has  no  feet,  and  arrived  here  but  iaft  winter, 
*'  in  the  fpring  was  received  among  the  baptifmai- 
*'  candidates,  and  now  longed  exceedingly  for  baptifm  ; 
*'  Now  though  the  other  three  brethren  were  gone  out 
"  four  days  before,  and  no  body  was  with  the  lick  here, 
*'  yet  I  went  diredtly  to  the  found,  and  hrft  went  to  the 
*'  lame  Kiutikak.  He  repeated  his  earneft  defire  of 
"  baptifm  j  and  having  fpolce  with  him  on  that  head, 
*'  and  found  no  reafon  to  defer  it  any  longer,  I  bap- 
*'  tized  him,  and  called  him  Michael.  The  peace  of 
*'  God,  which  his  foul  felt  at  the  time,  even  llrength- 
*'  ened  his  tabernacle,  fo  that  from  that  moment  he 
*'  began  to  recover  *.  I  then  vifited  the  reft  of  the  fick, 
*'  and  in  the  evening  kept  a  meeting  in  a  tent  for  a5 
"  many  as  had  room,  and  we  perceived  grace  was 
*'  amongft  us.  The  2d,  I  was  acquainted,  that  our 
"  brethren,  though  in  great  danger  of  their  lives,  were 
*'  come  home  fafe  with  two  laden  boats  from  Okeituit. 
•■'  This  put  it  in  my  power  to  ftay  here,  and  nurfe  the 
*'  fick.  The  3d,  I  was  called  to  Matthew,  but  he  had 
**  loft  his  fpeech,  and  anfwered  my  queftions  only  with 
"  geftures  and  3  fweet  look.  After  a  few  words  of 
*'  encouragement,  I  gave  him  the  Iaft  bleffing,  and 
"  commended  him  to  the  arms  of  our  Lord.  Then  I 
*'  viiited  the  reft  of  the  lick,  let  fome  of  them  blood, 
"  who  foon  recovered  ;  and  underftanding,  the  24th  in 
"  the  morning,  that  Alatthew  was  gone  to  reft,  I  tcok 
*'  the  corpfe,  with  the  widow  and  her  two  children,  in 
*'  my  boat,  to  its  burial  at  New-Herrnhuth." 

*  He   grew   well   p.gtin,    and  the   next  fpring  was   m  ired,    bit  foon 
became  a  widowtx, 

B  b  3  Moft 
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§  i6. 

Aloft  of  the  fick  had  recovered,  but  were  To  enfeebled, 
that  feme  departed  this  life  this  year,  and  others  the 
beginning  of  the  n:;xr.  Nineteen  in  all  wcnt  home  this 
year,  but  at  prefent  I  fhail  fpecify  the  characters  of  none 
but  the  laft. 

This  was  our  dear  and  invaluable  Daniel,  the  bleflcd 
,  preacher  among  his  people.  Ke  was  born  at  Tunnuii- 
arhilc  in  the  fouth,  about  the  time  that  the  late  Rev.  Mr. 
fJ2;ede  came  into  the  country.  Kis  father,  a  wife  and 
rich  Greenlander,  had  five  fons  and  three  daughters 
befides  him,  and  like  moft  of  the  fouthlanders,  was  ufeci 
to  rove  about  the  country,  living  one  year  in  the  fouth, 
another  here  in  Kangek,  the  third  at  Difko,  and  thus 
continually  changed  his  abode.  On  one  of  thefe  encamp- 
ments in  the  year  174.5,  it  happened  that  the  Rev.  Mr." 
Drachart,  at  a  vifit  in  Kangek,  called  upon  this  man, 
and  preached  the  gofpel  to  the  Green'anders.  At  the 
very  firft  tidings  of  redemption  by  the  blood  of  Jefus> 
our  Angufma,  (fo  he  was  called  before  his  baptifm,) 
received  fuch  an  iraprellion  in  his  heart,  that  he  deter- 
mined to  become  our  Saviour's  property,  and  to  take 
up  his  abode  v/ith  the  believers.  Bat  he  could  not  get 
free  from  his  father,  and  was  obliged  to  follow  him  the 
fame  fi^mmer  to  the  fouth-bay  parts.  In  autumn  1746, 
they  returned,  and  then,  as  he  was  the  eldefl:  fon,  and 
now  had  a  family,  he  aderted  his  indep^jjjfience,  parted 
from  his  father  and  brothers  and  fifters,  and  removed  to 
the  colony  of  Good-Hope.  He  bccam.e  a  believer  in 
Jefus,  incrcafsd  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  was 
baptized  by  Mr.  Drachart  at  a  great  baptifmal  act  here  in 
New-Herrnhuth,  Jan.  25,  1747.  He  proceeded  child- 
like and  undifturbed  in  his  baptifmal-grace,  and  was  a, 
jnv  to  his  teachers.  But,  as  his  father's  brother  lived 
W  th  us  and  was  baptized,  he  had  a  defire  to  live  with 
him.  We  gave  him  a  denial  fevcral  times ;  but  he 
infifted  upon  it,  and  begged  perm'ffioii  nf  his  miffionary  ; 
who  granted  it  without  difficulty,  joining  his  hearty 
wifh,  that  iie  might  be  truly  grounded  and  preferved  in 
grace.  In  September  1748,  he  removed  to  us  with  icy, 
grew  in  grace,  obtained  a  folid  iiifight  into  his  poverty 
and  corruption,  aud  in  a  Ihort  time  was  admitted  to  the 

holv 
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holy  communion.     And,  after  his   wife  was  made  par- 
taker of  this  grage,  in  the  year  1750,  the  blefling  of  the 
church  was   imparted   to  them  for  their  rriarriage.     In 
1 75 1  he  fell   into  temptation ;    but  he  was  prayed  for, 
that  his  faith  might  not  fail,  nor  the  enemy  be  fuftered 
to  triumph  in  the  downfal  of  this  fimple  heart.     And 
thus  in  the  iiTue  it  was  a  means  of  humbling  }.im,    and 
rendering  him  more   alTiduouily    faithful   and    vigilant. 
No  fooner  had  he  the  firll  time  partook  of  the  bleiled 
fupper  of  the  Lord,  but  an  im.pulfe  fprung  up  in  him  to 
make  known  his  death.     And  at  the  vilitation  in  the 
year  1752,    he  was  farther  encouraged  thereto,    by  his 
reception  into  the  firft  band  of  helpers.      Out  of  the 
abundance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  floxved  over  early  and 
late.     Ths  heathen  heard  him  gladly,    and  with  great 
impreffion,  and  at  all  times  fliewed  a  preference  of  love 
towards  him,  and  a  particular  veneration  for  his  words. 
We  were  frequent  eye-witnefies  of  it,    as  we  took  him 
with   us  in  our  vifits  to  the  heathen  v/henever  ir  was 
pracSlicable,  in  order  to  confirm  our  teftimony  by  v/ord 
and  example.     He- negleiled  no  opportunity  of  extolling 
Jefus  to  the  heathen,  in  which  he  manifefted  a  particular 
wifdom  and  prudence.     He  would  of  his  own  accord 
addrefs  quite  ignorant  favage  heathens,    endeavoured  to 
clear  up   their  mnate  ideas  of  God  and  the  immortality 
of  the  foul   by  queifions  and  anfwers  ;    to  lead  them  to 
a   profpect  of  their  corrupt  flr;te,    and  the  n.eceflity  of 
redemption ;  aira  then  with  a  burning  heart,  and  often 
with  tears  in  his  eyes,    he  would  recommend  to  them 
the  faith  in  Jefus.     For  this  end,  as  foon  as  he  under- 
ftood,  that  a  company  of  fouthlanders  were  arrived,  he 
would  haflen  home  from  his  providing-place,  lead  them 
every  where  about,    explain  to  them  the  defign  of  fo 
many  of  their  country-folks  living  together,  and  if  they 
ihunned  coming  to  the  public  meetings,  he  vifited  them 
in    their   tents,    and   imperceptibly    let    flip    fomething 
tending    to    their    everlafting    peace.      With    oppofite 
people,  to  whom  it  was  irkforrie  to  hear  of  divine  things, 
he  was  filent,    left  he  fhould  fpeak  words  in  vain,    and 
draw    contempt    and   ridicule    upon    the    truth.      But 
whenever  they  entered  into  idle  talk,    or  prefumed  to 
fcofF  at  believers,  he  would  give  them  a  gentle  reproof, 
3   4  ani 
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and  try  to  turn  the  difcourfe  upon  fome  ufeful  fubje6l. 
Neither  indeed  did  any  one  care  to  touch  him  too  nearly. 
When  in  his  employment  of  providing  (uftenance  he 
was  obliged  to  take  up  a  night's  lodging  in  a  place,  (and 
every  body  received  him  gladly)  he  was  commonly 
defired  to  keep  them  a  difcourfe.  He  then  (as  the  agents 
of  trade  uftd  to  hy^  who  often  heard  him  with  aftonifh- 
ment,  and  called  h!m  by  way  of  eminence  the  man  of 
God)  would  take  off  his  cap,  fold  his  hands,  ling  a 
few  verfes,  or  pray,  and  difcourfe  to  the  heathens,  with- 
out any  concern  at  the  prefence  of  Europeans,  and  all 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  their  eyes  overflowed,  and  after- 
wards they  did  not  ceafc  talking  of  the  matter,  often  till 
late  in  the  night.  In  winter,  the  time  was  fometimes 
too  tedious  for  him  at  home,  and  therefore, he  would 
pUce  himfelf  in  his  kajak,  go  a  vifiting,  where  his 
teachers  could  not,  or  wherever  he  knew  an  awakened 
foul  was  to  be  met  with.  His  teflimony  to  the  heathen 
was  lively,  engaging,  and  intrepid,  and  his  public 
difcourfes  to  his  brethren  fimple,  affeflionate  and 
penetrating.  He  generally  fpake  by  fimilitudes,  (of 
which  fome  few  examples  have  been  remarked)  and  had 
3.n  agreeable  method  of  applying  them  to  the  heart. 

He  had  the  falvation  of  his  country-people,  and 
efp^cially  his  own  relations,  much  at  heart.  Therefore 
in  the  ypar  1753  he  defired  the  miiTionaries  leave  to  take 
.1  journey  to  the  north,  in  order  to  fhew  unto  his  father 
and  brothers  and  fiflers  the  way  of  life.  They  endea- 
voured to  diiTuade  him  from  it,  on  account  of  various 
dangers  that  were  to  be  apprehended  both  for  body  and 
foul  ;  but  as  he  infifted  upon  it,  they  difmilled  him,  and 
another  national  helper  and  their  families,  with  the 
blefling  of  the  congregation.  In  eight  weeks  they 
returned  fafe  and  happy,  having  fulfered  much  reproach 
and  ridicule,  but  at  the  fame  time  proclaimed  the  gofpel 
to  many  hundied  Greenlanders,  the  fruit  of  which  did 
not  fajl ;  and  accordingly  all  the  relations  of  our  late 
brother  (his  father  and  a  brother,  who  were  already 
dead,  excepted)  followed  him,  were  baptized,  profpered 
in  the  congregation,  and  ^ire  now  fome  of  them  gone  to 
reft.     Some  years  ago  he  was  alfp  difpofed  to  take  fuch 

a  jour- 
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a  journey  to  his  native  country  in  the  fouth ;  but  it  could 
not  well  be  put  in  execution. 

As  to  his  way  of  thinking  and  the  fituation  of  his 
heart,  it  may  belt  be  underftood  by  an  extratl  of  fomc 
of  his  letters. 

*'  I  have  not  fecn  you  for  a  long  time,  but  I  ftill 
*'  love  you.  And  thus  am  I  difpofed  towards  our 
"  Saviour.  Although  I  have  not  fee:i  him,  yet  I  love 
*'  him  heartily  ;  for  1  kd,  that  he  does  not  flight  me,  as  I 
*'  am,  but  fhewshimfelf  gracious  to  me  daily.  If  his  grace 
"  did  not  keep  me,  I  fhould  often  go  aftray.  Thanks 
"  be  unto  him  for  his  prefence,"  5tc. 

*'  I  will  now  write  to  you,  how  I  have  found  myfelf 
**  this  winter.  I  feel  my  poverty,  and  at  the  fame  time 
■^^  our  Saviour's  great  love.  This  aftonifnes  and  puts  me 
*'  to  flvame.  I  rejoice,  that  he  is  continually  taking 
•■'  avv'ay  whatfoever  is  difpleafmg  to  him  in  me.  Oh  ! 
"  it  is  well,  that  Vv'e  have  fuch  an  omnipotent  and 
"  omniprefent  Saviour,  from  whofe  eyes  nothing  can  be 
*'  concealed,  either  in  light  or  in  darknefs.  He  knows 
**  that  my  heart  alfo  is  fmcere  towards  him.  When  we 
*'  are  to  enjoy  the  facrament  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
"  our  Lord,  I  examine  my  heart  beforehand  very 
*'  flri6lly,  and  then  I  fpeak  with  my  teachers,  and  thus 
*'  I  find,  that  I  dare  draw  near  thereto.  And  at  the 
*'  time  of  eating  his  body  and  drinking  his  blood,  I 
*'  receive  it  with  trembling,  as  the  difference  between 
"  this  facred  food  and  other  meat  and  drink  is  clear  to 
*'  me,  thinking  withal :  O !  that  the  participation 
•'  hereof  may  be  a  fubftantial  blelllng  to  me  !  I  fur- 
"  render  myfelf  at  the  fame  time  to  the  daily  preferva- 

"  tion  of  our  Saviour. And  as  I  have  alfo  a  power- 

"  ful  fenfe  of  the  work  of  the  holy  Spirit  in  my  heart, 
"  I  give  my  foul  and  members  to  his  care  and  proredlion, 
*'  and  intreat  him  to  favour  me  with  his  company  and 
*'  indwelling  when  I  am  alone  and  always,  that  I  may 

*'  never  ftray  from  my  Saviour.- Ye  dear  brethren 

*'  in  Europe,  I  know  you  not  perfonally,  but  I  pray  for 
*'  you.  When  I  heard  that  the  contentious  Europeans 
**  around  you  wage  war  with  one  another,  I  heartily 
*'  fympathized  with  you  j  yet  I  believe  that  our  Saviour 
"  can  prote<51:  you  from  all  evil." 

A2;ain : 
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Again  :  "  Thefe  lines  fliall  tell  you  the  thoughts  of 
*'  my  heart.  Laft  year  I  was  not  rightly  happy,  be-. 
*'  caufe  one  of  my  daughters  went  home.  But  I  fooa 
*'  felt  that  all  was  not  well  in  my  heart,  and  begged  our 
*'  Saviour  for  forglvenefs  v/ith  tears ;  and  before  the 
*■*  winter  came,  he  comforted  me  again  with  his  near- 
**  nefs,  and  gave  me  a  happy  heart.  Afterwards  at  the 
*'  great  abfolution  and  communion  fucceeding  our  win- 
"  ter-entrance,  my  heart  v/ais  melted  in  a  peculiar  man-, 
*'  ner.  Alas  !  the  man  thsl  feelcs  and  loves  any  thing 
*'  clfe  but  him,  cannot  enjoy  his  grace.  But  thofc  that 
"  are  poor  and  wretched  in  themielves,  thofe  that  Hand 
*'  in  need -of  him  and  implore  his  grace,  they  experience 
**  it  ;  for  he  came  to  relieve  the  diflrefled.  Therefore 
''  I  will  not  conceal  my  fmfulnefs  from  him,  nor  from 
*'  his  fervants.  They  know  me,  and  as  for  him,  he 
*'  fees  the  reccffes  of  my  heart." 

In  his  lafl  letter  wrote  this  fummer,  he  fays  amon^ 
other  things:  "  The  grace  of  our  Saviour  has  prefervcd 
*'  me  hitherto,  for  I  cannot  keep  myfelf.  I  confef^,  I 
**  am  not  as  I  fhould  be,  yet  he  has  not  defpifed  me  on 
"  that  account,  but  has  even  ranked  me  am.ong  his 
*'  fervants.  I  put  my  confidence  folely  in  my  Saviour, 
*'  he  knows  me  beft,  and  fees  what  I  am  defcilive  in. 
*'  When  we  were  affembled  together  on  the  fellival  of  the 
,*'  Holy  Ghofl,  I  perceived  a  great  bleflingwas  imparted 
*'  to  me  and  all  my  brethren.  He  is  our  Teacher, 
*'  Tutor,  and  Comforter.  When  I  vifited  the  heathen 
*'  in  Kangek,  I  could  think  of  nothing  to  tell  them,  but 
*'  our  Saviour's  fufferings.  Neither  have  I  myfelf  any 
*^  inclination  for  othei-  topics,  for  nothing  is  fo  agreea- 
"'  ble  to  me  as  his  paflion  and  blood- fhedding,  and  this 
*'  is  the  moil  powerful,  this  is  the  greateft  thing  we  can 
-'  tell  mankind*." 

Till  now  the  brethren  had  reaped  much  pleafure  and 
little  pain  from  this  dear  man.  But  this  fpring  a  trivial 
circumflance,  that  he  once  with  a  little  affe^lation  would 
fhew  what  he  could  do,  opened  the  door  for  felf-com~ 
piaccncy  at  the  2,reat  and  excellent  gifts. which  he  really 
poiiefled,  though  he  himfelf  had   fcarce  perceived  them 

*  Or,    rb»  Ofc<i'."?dei-s\    for  they   call  thsmfdvss    exclufively  Linvit, 

hitherto. 
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hitherto.  Since  then  an  alteration  was  obferved,  which 
brought  the  brethren  into  ibme  concern  on  his  account. 
They  perceived  him  to  be  in  a  dangerous  crihs.  His 
gifts  were  diminiijud,  and  his  difcourfes  were  not  at- 
tended with  their  ui'ual  unclion  and  power.  In  Sep- 
tember, this  v/as  followed  by  the  happy  departure  of  his 
only  furviving  daughter  Beata,  15  years  old.  She  was 
carried  off  by  the  contagious  difeafe  in  the  found.  He 
grieved  and  bemoaned  himfelf  the  more  at  this  lofs,  as 
fhe  was  not  only  a  child  that  turned  out  well,  but,  as 
he  had  not  learned  to  read  himfelf,  fne  frequently  read 
the  word  of  God  to  him,  which  he  knew  how  to  make 
good  ufe  of  in  his  converfation  with  his  family  and  in 
his  difcourfes  to  the  heathen.  This  made  him  ftay  away 
from  the  Lord's-fupper.  But  foon  after  it  took  a  turn, 
he  was  convinced  of  his  error,  and  in  November  he  en- 
joyed, as  a  comforted  fmner,  the  holy  body  and  blood  of 
Jefus  in  the  facrament  for  the  lafl  time,  and  it  proved  an 
ynfpeakable  confirmation  of  his  faith.  DiresStly  after  he 
fell  fick  with  flitches  in  his  fide.  The  brethren  imme- 
diately opened  a  vein,  and  gave  him  what  they  thought 
might  be  of  fervice  to  him,  but  nothing  would  operate. 
When  they  vifited  him,  they  always  found  him  in  a 
happy  meditation  and  intercourfe  v/ith  the  Friend  of  his 
foul.  He  only  lamented  that  he  had  not  been  able  to 
make  the  vifit  to  the  fouth.  "  For  you  know  (fays  he) 
*'  with  whatpleafure  I  led  my  countrymen  to  our  Sa- 
"  viour,  and  faw  them  as  happy  as  he"  through  mercy 
*'  has  made  me."  For  this  reafon  he  was  not  certain, 
whether  he  Ihould  go  home  in  this  ficknefs.  But  when 
he  was  vifited  on  the  2d  of  December,  he  faid  with  a 
peculiar  lively  chearful  look  :  "  Now  it  is  confiuned  to 
"  me  that  I  Ihall  go  to  our  Saviour,  nor  will' it  be  long 
"  delayed,  for  the  wedding- garment  I  v/aited  for  is 
*'  ready.  O  how  well  and  happy  am  I!  But  how  will 
"  it  then  be  to  me,  when  I  like  Thomas  fhall  lay  my 
*'  hand  in  his  fide,  and  fay :  My  Lord  and  my  God ! 
*'  O  how  will  I  thank  him  that  he  has  chofen  xne  front 
*'  among  the  heathen,  has  wafhed  me  wiih  his  blood, 
**  has  given  me  his  body  to  eat  and  his  blood  to  drink, 
**  and  has  kept  me  in  fellowfnip  with  himfelf,"  When 
he  was  vifited  December  3,    in  the  morning,   he  was 

quite 
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quite  chearful,  recommended  his  two  fons  and  their 
mother  to  us,  and  his  countenance  was  fo  amiable  ^nd 
amicable,  that  his  face  fhone  like  the  face  of  an  angel. 
By  degrees  he  loft  his  fpeech,  and  deflred  to  be  blelTed 
for  his  difmifiion,  which  was  done  by  the  laying  on  of 
the  h^nds  of  the  miffionaries  and  a  farewell  kifs,  and  the 
whole  was  attended  with  a  penetrating  feeling  and  a 
fiood  of  tears  from  all  prefent.  Scarce  had  they  reached 
home,  before  word  was  brought,  that  he  lay  at  the  laft 
gafp.  They  haftened  back  again,  and  efcorted  the 
lively  fpirit  of  this  highly-favoured  witnefs  of  Jefus  into 
the  joy  of  his  Lord  with  fome  moving  finging.  His 
brothers,  fifters  and  other  relations,  who  were  called  to 
this  fcene,  demeaned  themfelves  becoming  children  of 
God  J  yet  they  embalmed  his  memory  with  innumerable 
tears,  "  and  fo  did  we  to©,  (fay  the  brethren)  for  we 
*'  have  loft  in  him  an  ineftimable  prefent  of  grace,  a 
"  heart  living  in  the  merits  of  Jefus  and  warm  through 
*•  his  blood,  a  brother  at  all  times  friendly  and  loving, 
*'  a  true  ornament  of  the  congregation,  a  faithful  helper, 
*'  a  blefled  evangeiift  and  preacher  of  our  Lord's  paffion, 
*'  and  a  man  of  God  approved  to  chriftians  and  heathens. 
*'  Yet  why  do  we  fay,  loft  ?  he  is  only  entered .  within 
*'  the  veil  to  our  Lord,  and  his,  where  we  alfo  wifh  to 
"  be  eternally."  His  foul  had  left  a  lovely  and  refpecf- 
able  look  on  his  remains,  which  were  carried  to  the 
tomb  on  December  the  4th,  by  fix  Greenland  helpers,  and 
attended  by  a  large  proceflion  of  Greenlanders  and 
people  of  the  fa£tory.  The  miflionary  kept  the  funeral 
iermon  on  John  xx.  29.  Bhiffcd  are  they  that  have  not 
feen,  and  yd  have  believed. 

At  the  right  hour  fhal!  we 
His  wounded  body  fee. 
Whereon  by  faith  already 
We  build  fo  fure  and  fteady. 
And  to  kifs  have  admiflion' 
The  hands  and  feet's  incifion. 
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ktJie  land.     Above  it,   is  the  hay-loft  for  the  fheep,  aad 
upon  the  top  of  the  great  houfe  there  is  a  turf-loft. 

Their  fummer-tents  they  pitch  between  the  two  long 
rows  of  houfes  on  the  plain.  So  that  the  congregation- 
houfe,  in  which  the  miifionaries  dwell,  commands  the 
profpeci  of  them  all.  But-thofe  who  ^ave  no  place 
there,  encamp  on  either  fide  of  the  hcufe,  near  the 
fea-coaR",  During  the  winter- feafon,  "their  women's- 
boats,  turned  upfide  down,  are  kept;  in  this  place,  fup- 
ported  by  poles,  and  under  them  they  put  up  their 
kajaks,  tent-ftakes,  and  fifhing-utenfils.  Behind  the 
houfes  towards  the  north  is  the  burying-ground  for  the 
baptized,  and  another  juft  by  for  thole  who  have  not 
been  baptized.  The  tombs  are  made  up  of  flones  on  the 
rock,  and  being  covered  with  fods,  they  grow  green, 
and  look  in  this  wildernefs  like  the  beds  of  a  garden. 

As  barren  and  rough  as  this  country  in  general  is, 
fo  green  and  pleafant  does  this  little  Greenland-village 
look;  for  the  Greenland-houfes  are  covered  on  the  tops 
and  fides  with  verdant  herbage  and  fcurvy-grafs.  On 
the  fpot,  that  formerly  confifted  of  nothing  but  fand, 
nay  on  the  very  rocks  grows  now  the  f.neiL  grafs,  the 
ground  being  manured  for  fo  many  years  with  the  blood 
and  fat  of  their  feals.  And  when  the  Greerilanders 
live  in  their  winter-houfes,  one  may  fee  every  evening, 
yea  throughout  the  whole  night,  a  beautiful  illumina- 
tion^  which  is  the  more  agreeable,  as  the  houfes  ftand - 
in  two  parallel  lines,  are  of  equal  height,  and  have 
light  in  all  the  windows. 

§  3- 
Lichienfeh^  the  tfecond  Greenland -congregation,  lies 
thirty-fix  leagues  further  tov/ards  the  fouth  in  Fifliei-'s- 
Inlct.  On  the  mod  fouthern  ground  there,  which  is 
an  ifland  eight  leagues  in  circumference,  there  is,  not 
far  from  the  fea,  a  little  narrow  cove  running  into  the 
land,  furrounded  with  barren  rocks-  This  place,  though 
otherwife  very  difagreeable  to  Europeans,  was  fixed 
upon  by  Matthev/  Stach  in  the  year  1758  for  a  new 
tniffion,  chiefly  becaufe  it  is  abo\'e  a  league  nearer  to 
the  open  fea  than  the  factory  is.  The  meeting-houfe 
erected  there  in  the  year  1761,  is  indeed  only  one  ftory 
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high,  but  has  tv/o  entries  j  and  the  congregation-hall  has 
no  pillars,  and  is  every  way  more  beautiful,,  durable, 
and  fomewhat  larger  than  that  at  New-Herrnhuth  ;  but 
it  ftands  in  a  nook,  where  no  one  would  have  looked 
for  human  creatures.  Adjoining  are  threfe  dwellino;- 
rooms,  two  fmall  chambers,  and  a  kitchen.  Behind 
this  houfe  the  brethren  have  raifed  a  bogsy  place  for  a 
garden  ;  they  have  alfo  converted  part  of  their  dwellin»- 
houfe  into  a  fhecp-cote,  and  on  the  fide  have  built  a 
ftore-houfe  of  boards.  Before  it  there  are  .as  yet  only 
four  Greenland-houfes  built,  and  the  place  itfelf  is  but 
narrow  ;  but  on  the  other  fide  of  the  cove,  which  at  low 
water  can  be  walked  over,  there  is  room  fcr  more  habita- 
tions. The  burying-ground  is  not  far  from  thencr. 
They  have  this  advantage,  that  their  rivulet  neither  freez- 
es nor  grows  dry.  The  congregation  there  ccnfifts  at 
prefent  of  about  170  Greenlanders.  I  will  chiefly  con- 
fine myfelf  to  the  defcription  of  New-Herrnhuth,  from 
whence  a  competent  idea  of  this  daughter-congreo-ation 
may  of  courfe  be  formed, 

§4. 

At  my  departure  from  Greenland  there  lived  at  New- 
Herrnhuth  470  Greenlanders  in  fixteen  houfes.  Three' 
of  thcfe  are  choir-houfes.  In  one  live  fifty-five  Angle 
men  and  boys';  in  another  feventy-eight  fmgle  womea 
and  girls  ;  and  to  the  third  belong  fixty-l:wo  widows. 
The  chief  part  of  thefe  laft:  live  together  in  this  houfe,  but 
others,  who  have  children,  live  with  families  in  ocher 
houfes. 

There  are  fixty-four  families,  a  few  widowers  in- 
cluded ;  thefe  have  divided  themfelves  into  the  thirteen 
other  houfes  ;  fo  that  a  fet  of  families,  from  two  to 
{even^  live  together  in  one  houfe.  Each  hmiiy  keep3 
jTiot  only  their  own  children,  till  they  are  of  lucli  an  age, 
that  they  can  refort  to  the  cnoir-houfes,  according  to  the 
Cttfiom  of  the  Brethren's  congregation,  (of  which  more 
hereafter)  but  if  their  circumftances  allow  of  it,  they  alfo 
take  orphans  under  their  care ;  and  if  they  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  they  frequently  adopt  others.  And 
fmce  the  up-grown  fmgle  women  and  widows  cannot 
Siaintain  themfelves  without  a  provider,  they  generally 
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have  a  dependence  on  fome  family,  from  whom  (added 
to  what  they  can  earn  for  themfelves)  they  receive  their 
maintenance,  and  in  return  render  them  all  the  fervices 
that  they  can.  And  as  no  fingle  man  can  keep  houfe, 
except  he  has  a  mother  or  fifter,  becaufe  among  the 
very  heathen,  it  is  not  ufual  that  a  fingle  man  keeps 
houfe  with  a  fervant-maid,  he  is  under  a  neceflity  of 
allbciating  himfelf  to  fome  family  or  other.  Nay  everi 
though  his  mother  houiewifes  as  fhe  plcafes  with  what 
he  earns  for  her  and  her  children,  or  when  he  difpofes 
qf  his  own  himfelf,  yet  it  muft  IHII  be  done  in  fellow- 
ihip  with  that  family,  with  whom  fhe  and  the  reft  of 
her  children  ftand  in  connexion. 

Thus  although  the  Greenlanders  are  not  very  prolific, 
having  feldom  more  than  fix  children,  and  many  fa- 
milies none  at  all,  yet  if  the  head  is  an  able  provider, 
a  farhily  may  become  pretty  numerous,  by  adopting 
and  caring  for  poor  children,  widows,  and  fingle  wo- 
men, who  are  as  it  were  their  inmates.  For  the  mod 
part,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  of  one  Greenland-provider^ 
that  is,  one  that  catches  feals,  that  he-  is  able  to  main- 
tain more  than  four  or  five  perfons.  Amongft  our 
people,  a  middling  family  confifh  generally  of  eight  or 
ten  perfons.  But  there  are  fome  poor  ones,  conliifing 
of  fewer,  and  others  again  of  a  greater  number,  fo  that 
We  have  one  family  that  has  feventeen  fouls. 

§5- 

In  the  fummer-feafon,  when  the  Greerilanders  are 
moving  to  and  fro  to  feek  provifion,  and  dwell  in  tents, 
each  family  lives  apart.  But  the  poor,  who  can  pro- 
vide no  tent  for  themfelves,  are  taken  in  by  others  j 
thus  aged  parents  comrnonly  lodge  witli  their  married 
children.  Many  widows  with  their  children  have  a  tent 
to  themfelves.  When  feveral  families  are  together, 
neverthelefs  each  carries  on  its  houfekeeping  apart,  and 
has  its  own  proper  fire-place  and  refting- place  in  the 
tervt. 

The  women's-boats  are  the  moft  expenfive  to  keep 
in  projper  repair,  becaufe  they  muft  every  year  be 
covered  anew  v/ith  the  beft  (kins,  and  the  wood-woik. 
wants  continual   mending  j    <:onfcquently  a  family  can 
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afford  to  have  but  one.  Among  ourGreenlanders,  there  are 
thirty-two  families  that  have  v^^omen's-boats  :  the  others 
are  helped  along  by  their  friends.  On  the  other  hand, 
every  man  muft  have  a  kajak  and  all  necelTary  imple- 
ments, to  the  end  that  if  he  even  is  not  capable  of 
catching  feals,  he  may  at  leaft  be  able  to  come  at  fome 
fovi^ls  and  fifh  for  his  fuftenance. 

In  the  vi^inter-feafon,  more  than  one  family  always 
live  together  in  one  houfe,  that  fo  it  mqy  the  eafier 
be  built,  kept  in  repair,  and  competently  warmed  by 
the  number  of  lamps.  As  the  Greenland  nation  have 
no  fubordination  among  themfelves,  no  one  has  any 
authority  over  the  other  in  the  houfe,  except  that  the 
children  obey  their  parents,  and  other  adult  fmgle  peo^- 
pie  and  widows  work  for  their  provider,  and  are  main- 
tained by  him.  Hov/ever,  neareft  relations  keep  pretty 
much  together,  and  conform  to  the  advice  of  the  eldeft 
and  molt  experienced  amongft  them. 

§6. 

In  this  outward  regulation  and  manner  of  life,  which 
I  have  hitherto  defcribed,  there  is  little  or  no  difference 
between  the  baptized  and  the  other  Greenlanders ;  nei- 
ther has  it  been  found  convenient  to  make  any  material 
alteration.  The  capital  difference  confifts  in  this,  that 
they  no  more  rove  to  and  fro  as  heretofore  in  the  coun- 
try, nor  live  at  feveral  miles  diflance  from  their  teach- 
ers, but  keep  dole  to  them,  in  order  to  enjoy  their 
inftrucllon,  infpeclion  and  direftion.  Here,  one  might 
at  firft  be  induced  to  fuppofe,  that  it  would  be  better 
for  them  to  live  in  the  places  of  their  nativity,  or  to 
move  about  the  country,  fmce  they  would  undoubtedly 
find  their  luflenajice  more  eafily  in  the  way  they  were  local- 
ly ufed  to ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  their  walk  and 
words  might  induce  the  wild  and  diftant  heathen  to 
embrace  the  faith,  and  thus  they  would  further  the 
fpreading  of  the  gofpel,  efpecially  in  fuch  places  where 
the  miflionaries  cannot  go.  Experience  however  has 
hitherto  proved  the  contrary.  For  as  to  their  main- 
tenance, though  the  wild  Greenlanders  have  every  year 
more  {lore  of  game  and  fifh  in  their  own  places  than 
ours  have  here,  yet  before  the  end  of  the  winter  they 
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are  reduced  to  fuch  poverty,  that  they  are  obliged  to  ap- 
ply to  ours  for  afliftaiice ;  their  carelefs  way  of  life  ren- 
dering them  incapable  of  hufbanding  advantageoufly  the 
bleflings  and  good  creatures  of  God.  And  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difadvantage  the  baptized  labour  under, 
when  they  leave  their  former  habitations,  of  being  oblig- 
ed to  learn  a  different  method  of  fiftiing  and  hunting 
feals,  yet  they  have  the  advantage  of  being  aflifted  by 
the  others  in  learning  fo  good  an  ceconomy,  as  to  main- 
tain themfelves,  earn  fomething  to  fpare  for  others,  and 
alfo  prove  fcrviceable  to  the  commerce. 

And  as  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  very  little 
would  come  out  of  it,  if  the  Greenlanders  dire6tly  after 
their  baptilm  were  allowed  to  travel  about  whitherfoever 
they  pleafed,  efpecially  in  fuch  far  diftant^parts  where  they 
could  not  eafily  be  vifited.     The  weak  fpark  of  faith, 
when  deprived  of  daily  nourifhment,  would  foon  be  ex- 
tinguifhed,  and  the  mind   fo  lately  enlightened,  when 
totally   deftitute  of  inftrudtlon,    would  be  again   over- 
whelmed with  darknefs ;  or  their  deeply-rooted  fuper- 
ftition,  recovering  ftrength,  and  mixing  itfelf  with  their 
faint  notions    of    truth,    would    produce   a    Samaritan 
kind  of  religion  (2  Kings  xvii.  24,  28,  29.)  Not  to  men- 
tion  that  their  heathenifh  acquaintances   and  relations 
would  fpare  no  pains,  to  enfnare  the  young  people  if 
not  the  aged  into  downright  heathenifm  again,  in  order 
to  furnifh  matter  of  derifion  for  the  enemy,  and  to  find 
an   excufe   for  themfelves.     Therefore  the  miflionaries 
are  under  fome  neceffity  of  keeping  the  new  converts  to- 
gether, that  they  may  have  conftant  opportunity  of  grow- 
ing in  grace  and  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  may  lea  n 
to  form  their  converfation  fo,  fhat  the  office  of  the  Spirit 
may  not  be  difhonoured  but  glorified  among  the  unbe- 
lievers, and  that  J:hey  m.ay  be  induced  by  their  walking 
in  the  light,  to  draw  near  unto  that  true  light.     The 
many  inltances  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  hiftory  pal-? 
pably  prove,  that  this  aim  has  been  obtained,   fo  that 
many  wild  Greenlanders  have  been  won    by  their   be- 
holding the  upright  and  godly  converfation,  as  well  as 
hearing  the  Ueqi-'ent  teflimonies,  of  the  believers. 
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§  7- 

Notwithftanding  what  has  been  faid  above,  every 
houfe-father  has  his  choice,  when,  in  what  company 
and  whither  he  and  his  family  will  go  in  queft  of  pro- 
vifions.  But  before  they  go  abroad,  they  tell  what  their 
intention  is,  that  their  teachers  may  know  the  place  of 
their  abode,  and  the  more  conveniently  vifit  them, 
which  is  generally  done  feveral  times  in  the  year.  From 
the  beginning  we  have  made  it  a  point  with  them,  not 
to  let  them  depart  before  Eafttr,  at  leaft  not  very  hr  and 
for  a  (lay,  in  order  that  they  may  enjoy  that  facred  fefti- 
val-feafon.  And  they  have  been  fo  habituated  to  it  for' 
thefe  many  years,  that  very  feldom  any  of  them  thinks 
of  ftirring  till  a  good  while  after  Eafter,  becaufe  they 
learn  more  and  more  how  to  value  the  blefling  of  the 
communion  of  faints  and  the  living  together. 

But  that  they  may  not  be  forced  before  that  time  to 
remove  for  want  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  a  watchful 
eye  is  kept,  notwithftanding  their  liberty  of  dlfpofino-  of 
tncir  own  as  they  think  heft,  left  they  fquander,  or 
barter  away  their  things  for  needlefs  articles,  or  fufFcr 
them  tofpoil. 

To  this  end  the  great  ftore-houfe  was  built  for  them, 
where  each  may  put  up  his  dried  capelins,  fifh  and  flefh 
in  a  fafe  and  dry  place,  and  may  fetch  as  much  as  he 
will  twice  or  thrice  in  the  week;  for  this  is  their  moft 
common  food  throughout  the  winter,  though  they  alfo 
catch  many  forts  of  fmall  hfh  and  fea-fowl,  and  the  ex- 
pert ones  among  them  every  now  and  then  a  feal,  which 
in  winter  (according  to  the  laudable  cultom  of  all 
Greenlanders)  they  diftribute  among  all  in  the  houfe. 

In  the  month  of  May,  when  it  is  time  to  enter  upon 
the  capclin-fifhcry,  the  brethren  take  care  that  thofe 
Greenlanders,  who  intend  mean  while  to  go  to  the 
iflands  to  catch  feals,  refort  thitlicr  in  good  time,  that 
they  may  feud  back  their  boats  the  fooner  by  their  fer- 
vants,  and  thus  the  poor  who  have  no  women's-boats, 
may,  by  being  allowed  the  ufe  of  thefe  boats,  alfo  be 
tnabled  to  provide  fomewjiat  for  themfclves.  One  of 
the  miffonaries  always  accompanies  them  at  fuch  times, 
and  catcher  capelins  hirufelf  along  with  them,  that  in 
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cafe  of  neceflity  he  may  have  wherewithal  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  the  poor,  and  hkewife  to  fet  them  an  example 
of  induftry.  He  keeps  alfo  their  meetings  throughout 
the  whole  time,  which  gerrerally  lafts  a  month,  and 
watches  over  his  flock,  that  proper  order  may  be  pre- 
ferved,  it  being  a  time  when  otherwife  all  forts  of  hca- 
thenifh  extravagancies  were  moft  in  vogue.  He  alfo 
takes  care  that  none  remain  behind  without  need,  or  lofe 
(as  the  Greenlanders  are  naturally  very  carelefs)  their 
tummer-feafon,  fo  very  fleeting  at  beft,  with  hunting  of 
rein-deer,  to  which  fport  they  are  vaftly  addi6led.  The' 
miflionaries  cannot  well  prohibit  them  altogether  from 
purfuing  this  game,  but  they  endeavour  to  diifuade  them 
from  it  as  much  as  poflible  for  the  following  reafons :  i.) 
Such  an  excurfion  often  takes  up  whole  months,  in 
which  time  they  lofe  the  comfort  of  God's  word  and 
other  good  inftru<3:ions ;  and  whilft  a  whole  famllv  is 
thus  travcrfmg  the  defarts,  one  or  another  among  them 
is  often  expofed  to  great  dangers  and  temptations.  2.)- 
The  number  of  rein-deer  is  To  confiderably  decreafed, 
that  it  is  not  worth  their  while  to  fpend  fo  much,  time, 
for  the  fake  of  a  few  fine  fkins  ;  for  as  to  the  flefh,  they 
bring  but  little,  if  any  of  it  home  with  them.  3.)  And 
more  efpecially,  they  meanwhiie  ncgleifl  the  beft  feafon 
for  catching  fiih  and  feals  ;  and  it  is  properly  the  feals 
that  fupplies  them  with  fuftenance,  cloathing,  tents, 
"boats,  warmth,  and  faleable  commodities  by  which 
they  can  purchafe  other  neceffaries  of  life.  \Vhoever 
therefore  mifl'es  this  time  of  harveft,  mult  neceflaril/ 
plunge  himfelf  into  penury  and  become  burdenfome  to 
others,  and  thus  not  only  renders  himfelf  ufelefs  but  de- 
trimental to  commerce,  the  induPcrious  ones  amono- 
them  lofing  fo  much  of  their  profit,  as  thefe  drones  con- 
fume  ;  and  yet  if  they  are  not  afTified,  they  commonly 
flarve  before  the  end  of  the  winter. 

The  brethren  alio  take  care,  that  their  Greenlanders 
bring  all  they  have  to  difpofe  of  to  the  proper  factor,  and 
do  not  carry  on  any  clandeftine  trade,  nor  keep  their 
moft  profitable  articles  for  failors  or  ftrangers. 

Nothing  among  the  Greenlanders  caufes  more  trouble 

to  the  brethren  in  temporal  m.atters,  than  the  n)ainte- 
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nance  of  the  poor,  efpecially  widows  and  orphans.  For 
as  the  Greenlanders  are  incapable  of  ever  gathering 
riches,  but  Hve  year  after  year  from  hand  to  mouth,  it 
frequently  happens  that  the  wealthieft  family,  through 
the  deceafe  of  its  head,  falls  into  extreme  poverty,  in  de- 
fault of  adult  fons  who  are  capable  of  fupplying  his  place 
as  providers.  Even  though  the  widow  is  miitrefs  of  a 
boat  and  tent,  their  greateft  poiTellions,  yet  not  being 
able  to  keep  them  in  repair  for  want  of  fkins,  fhe  is  un- 
der the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  furrendering  them  to 
another  man,  who  upon  condition  of  her  fervice,  under- 
takes to  provide  for  her  and  her  children.  But  in  cafe 
her  hufband  has  left  her  neither  boat,  tent,  nor  other 
valuable  hunting-implements,  then  (I  fpeak  now  of  the 
wild  ones)  fhe  may  fee  to  it  how  to  Ihift  for  herfelf. 
All  the  fo-much-extolled  charity  and  hofpitality  of  the 
Greenlanders  is  generally  at  an  end  when  they  can  ex- 
pe(£l  nothing  in  return,  and  the  fate  of  fuch  deferted  ob- 
jedls  is,  that  they  either  ftarve  or  freeze  to  death.  Nav, 
if  they  have  no  powerful  near  relation  to  protect  them, 
they  are  either  robbed'of  what  they  have,  or  foon  defert- 
ed by  the  perfons  who  undertook  to  maintain  them  for 
their  boat  and  tent  *. 

This  horrible  cuftom  of  the  Greenlanders  has  forced 
many  widows,  orphans  and  other  diftrelled  people,  to 
feek  refuge  with  the  Brethren  ;  yea  many  a  man,  who 
had  given  way  to  a  little  reflection,  has  had  it  at  heart 
in  his  life-time  to  take  timely  meafures  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  family  in  cafe  of  death,  which  might  eafily  befai 
him  in  his  dangerous  calling.  If  any  temporal  advantage 
mufi:  be  confcfTed  to  have  an  influence  in  inducing  more 
Greenlanders  to  live  with  the  brethren,  than  in  any 
other  place,  the  cffecl  of  which  is  ui'uaily.  that  they  be- 
come awakened  through  the  word  of  God,  and  are  made 
partakers  of  holy  baptifm  (though  fuch  people  have  for 
the  moft  part  heard  the  gofpel  beiore,  perhaps  for  feveral 
years,  with  good  impreflions  ;  wliilil;  on  the  other  hand 
many  others,  being  yet  dead  in  their  fms,  could,  though 
in  tiie  moll  extreme  outward  mifery,  not  be  prevailed 
upon,  by  the  moft  pathetic  perfuafions  of  their  relations, 
to  remain  with  thern  :)  if,  1  fay,  there  be  any  fuch  mo- 

*  See   B.  in.    ^  '.z. 
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tive,  then  it  is  certainly  this :  They  fee  that  the  believ- 
ers are  an  honeft  and  orderly  people ;  that  every  one  is 
fure  of  his  property ;  that  there  is  no  refpecl  of  perfons, 
be  they  rich  or  poor ;  that  the  friendlefs  widows  are  re- 
lieved, and  fatherlefs  orphans  are  maintained  and  educa- 
ted to  be  ufeful  people  ;  and  Twhich  to  the  fingle  Green- 
land women  is  a  great  point)  that  no  one  is  obliged  to 
marry  againft  her  inclination,  no  wife  is  turned  away, 
and  no  hufband  allowed  to  marry  more  than  one  wife  *. 
Much  has  been  faid  of  the  ftumbling-blocks  and  fcan- 
dals,  which  deter  heathens  from  embracing  the  chriftian 
religion.  With  regard  to  the  Greenlanders,  I  know  not 
how  far  that  goes :  but  this  is  certain,  that  they  would 
be  kept  oif  by  nothing  fo  much,  as  by  feeing  the  new 
converts  and  their  children  unprofitable  drones,  \Vho 
muft  live  at  other  people's  mercy.  For  thefe  Gentiles 
know  of  no  other  virtue,  (for  which  they  hope  to  get  a 
good  place  alfo  in  the  next  world)  f  than  to  be  dextrous 
at  fomething,  to  work  floutly,  and  be  able  to  help  them- 
felves  and  others.  And  our  baptized  ones,  becauie  in 
this  refpedl  they  are  not  inferior  to,  but  rather  excel 
them,  are  held  by  them  in  great  elleem. 

§9. 

Whenever  the  head  of  a  family  dies,  or  a  widow  and 
her  children,  or  fome  boys  or  girls  by  themfelves  feek 
refuge  with  the  brethren,  and  are  deftitute  of  any  near 
relation  there  who  could  ftand  their  friend,  the  cafe  is 
laid  before  the  congregation-council  or  veftry,  confift- 
ing  of  the  wifeft  and  moftly  alio  the  ableft  men,  and  the 
matter  debated  in  what  manner  they  may  be  beft  helpful 
to  fuch  poor  people.  Thefe  men  are  the  bell:  judges  of 
the  houfhold-circumflances  of  their  country-folks,  and 
one  or  another  among  them  generally  ofFers  himfelf  free- 
ly to  receive  and  to  aflift  them.  If  the  children  be  very 
young  or  fucklings,  then  the  families  who  have  but  few 
or  no  children,  are  kindly  difpofed  to  adopt  a  boy  or  a 
girl  as  their  own. 

But  the  brethren  muft  aflift  thofe  people  in  providing 
cloathing  for  the  children,  and  in  finding  kajaks  for  the 
growing  boys,  that  thro'  want  of  neceffary  utenfils  in  their 
*  Se«  B,  III.  §  13  and  17.  f  See  B.  III.  §  37. 

C  c  4  youthj 
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youth,  they  may  not  be  rendered  incapable  of  maintain- 
ing themfelves  when  they  come  of  age.  Here  a  watch- 
ful eye  is  fo  much  the  more  required,  as  the  Greenland- 
ers  are,  generally  fpeaking,  very  negligent  in  the  edu- 
caiion  of  their  own  children.  But  pruderce  is  alio 
equally  neceffary  in  the  diftrihution  of  their  bounty,  fo 
as  to  beftow  it  on  none  but  real  obje6ls,  lell  the  Green- 
landers  grow  lazy  and  carelefs,  or  even  fecretly  conclude 
that  the  miffion  is  obliged  to  maintain  them,  or  at  lea  it 
their  domeflicks,  becaufe  they  have  been  baptised  by 
them. 

§  10. 
Thus  we  may  well  affirm,  that  our  Greenland- 
congregation  has  chiefly  confifted  of  poor  people, 
efpecially  fmce  the  year  1752  and  1754,  when  fo  m.any 
of  the  btft  providers  departed  this  life,  whofe  famihes 
were  obliged  to  be  fupported  by  the  others;  until  by 
degrees  the  growing  youths  fhould  become  capable  to 
take  care  of  themfelves  and  thofe  that  belong  to  them. 
Befides  thefe,  there  are  in  New-Herrnhuth  feme  poor 
families  who  by  reafon  of  old  age,  hcknefs,  or  a  negledl 
in  their  former  education,  are  unfit  to  provide  for  them- 
felves, and  of  courfe  muft  be  aflifted  by  the  Greenlanders. 
Now  although  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  fome  of  thefe 
burdenfome  poor  are  liftlefs  providers  or  bad  ceconomifts 
(and  fuch  people  are  commonly  deficient  too  in  point  of 
'  their  chriflianity,)  yet  in  general  one  muff  own  tothepraife 
of  the  reft,  that  i-t  is  a  real  wonder  to  fee  how  they 
fupport  themfelves  ?»«<'  *heir  families,  and  alfo  earn  fo 
ip.uch  befide,  th&c  tne  fawfors  no  where  purchafe  fuch 
quantities  of  blubber,  as  in  our  congregation,  over- 
loaded as  it  is  wi&h  poof  people  ;  and  that  when  hunger 
every  where  prevails,  our  people  have  ff  ill  fo  much  to  fpare, 
that  they  can  give  unto  others,  and  even  receive  whole 
families  into  their  huts,  of  which  I  have  feen  feveral 
lovely  inffances  in  this  laft,  though  not  .particularly 
fevere  winter.  For  among  the  fixty»four  families,  there 
are  not  above  fourteen,  at  the  moft  fixteen,  whom  one 
jtiay  call  complete  providers  or  fubftaritial  people,  that 
is,  fuch  who  in  a  tolerable  good  year  can  fell  from  three 
fo  eight  barrels  of  blubber  ;  the  others  can  barely  fubfift, 
#r  can  bring  but  a  trifle  to  the  market.     And  yet  in  this 

year 
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year,  v/hen  they  had  but  middling  fuccels,  from 
September  1761  to  February  1762,  our  people  have 
been  enabled  to  fell  140  barrels,  at  a  time  when  four 
neighbouring  heathen- places,  inhabited  indeed  by  fewer 
numbers,  hut  who  alfo  had  a  lefs  number  to  maintain, 
and  by  far  a  greater  number  of  providers,  could  not 
produce  above  half  that  quantity,  though  they  live  moftly 
near  the  fea-coaft,  and  confequently  more  convenient 
for  trade  than  we  do. 

And  thus  the  wellknown  thefis  is  verified  alfo  in  v/ild 
Greenland  :  "  That  princes  have  no  better  fubjedts  than 
*'  the  children  of  God."  A  miniffer  of  the  gofpel  has 
leafon  ro  rejoice,  when  the  congregation  committed 
to  his  charge  not  only  profpers,  but  alio  when  he  and 
his  poor  flock  can  in  any  degree  promote  the  good  of 
that  nation,  under  v/hofe  Head  the  children  of  God 
can  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life.  He  acknowledgeth 
it  as  a  benefaction  from  the  Lord  of  lords,  when  he  is 
pleafed  to  legitimate  him  and  his  flock  as  fuch,  in  the 
hearts  of  the  rulers  of  this  earth  ;  and  doth  not  fufFer 
himfelf  to  be  made  weary  by  perils  and  difnculties  and 
Sbll  forts  of  impediments,  to  approve  himfelf  in  fact  as  a 
fervant  of  God,  who  confumes  his  life  not  for  filthy 
lucre's  fake,  nor  as  an  eye-fervant  to  pleafe  men,  but 
ior  Chrift's  fake,  and  for  the  everlafling  welfare  of  the 
poor  loft  heathens,  and  who  fludies  alfo  to  prefent  unto 
bis  fuperiors  ufeful  men,  out  of  fuch  who  otherwife 
would  infallibly  have  proved  an  incumbrance  to  the 
ftate. 

I  hope  a  good  conflru^lion  will  be  put  upon  thefe 
thoughts  of  mine,  to  which  the  confideration  of  the 
outward  conftitution  of  the  Greenland-congregation  and 
the  good  teftimonies  of  the  refiding  failors  have  given 
occahon,  efpecially  as  I  myfeif  can  lav  no  claim  to  the 
praife ;  and  that  the  Father  in  heaven  will  be  thanked 
for  it. 

§  II. 

There  are  no  beggars  in  Greenland,  who  go  about 
Soliciting  alms ;  and  confequently  theie  is  no  need  of 
a  poor's-box  in  New-Herrnhuth.  Amorg;  the  heathens, 
they  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  all  poor  ufelefs  people,  or 
they  Ipt  them  perifh.     Amongft  us  the  deacon  looks  after 

them 
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them,  and  does  his  utmoft  (as  mentioned  already)  to 
divide  them  among  the  other  families,  and  thus  to  help 
them. 

lobferved  one  only  colleclion  in  the  Greenland-congre- 
gation, \'\%.  for  oil.  All  who  have  caught  feals,  voluntarily 
conti'ibute  in  autumn  a  fufficient  quantity  of  blubber  or 
train-oil  to  the  hall-lervants,  to  fupply  the  lamps  in  their 
church  or  meeting- hall.  And  here  the  generofity  of 
the  Greenlanders  deferves  pralfe,  as  by  nature  they  are 
covetous,  and  like  better  to  receive  than  to  give.  Nor 
is  it  improper  to  acknowledge  the  liberality  of  many 
landladies,  who  keep  houfe  more  fparingly,  that  they 
may  have  the  more  to  diftribute  to  the  fick  and  needy. 
It  may  the  furer  be  looked  upon  as  the  fruit  of  faith, 
becaufe  they  do  it  without  oftentation,  and  becaufe  the 
article  of  the  fruits  of  faith  is  however  not  fo  daily 
touched  upon  to  them  as  faith  itfelf,  much  lefs  is  any 
merit  attributed  to  our  good  works.  And  thefe  good 
works  are  generally  undifcovered  till,  'upon  enquiry, 
the  poor  tell  us  after  the  winter  is  over,  how  they  have 
been  fupported  throughout  it. 

This  may  fuffice  concerning  the  outward  regulation 
of  the  Greenland-congregation.  Befides,  one  cannot 
fav  much  about  it,  fmce  that  is  applicable  here  as  well  as 
elfc  where  :  As  is  the  country .^  fo  are  its  cufloms^  in  which 
reipect  the  brethren  find  little  to  alter  or  amend,  except 
the  careful  prevention  of  all  diforder  and  fmful  ufages. 
For  they  are  not  fent  to  a6l  the  part  of  lords,  or  new 
Jaw-givers,  but  as  fervants  and  ambafTadors  in  ChrilFs 
ftead  to  preach  the  gofpel  unto  them,  and  through  the 
means  of  grace  to  help  them  to  obtain  falvation.  Yet 
wherefoever  they  can  bring  them  into  a  better  courfe  for 
themfelves  temporally  and  fpiritually,  and  make  them 
more  profitable  to  the  government  they  belong  to,  they 
do  it  with  all  their  heart  to  the  beft  of  their  infight. 
But  this  muft  not  be  done  in  a  lordly  way,  but  by.  way 
of  exhortation  and  entreaty,  left  the  heathen  fhould  be 
conlirmed  in  the  fufpicion,  that  under  the  colour  of 
chriflianitv,  we  feek  to  deprive  them  of  their  liberty, 
which  would  hx  a  bar  againft  the  gofpel  of  Chrift. 

§    12. 
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§     12; 

As  to  the  ecclefiaJiical-cmJlitiiUon  of  the  Greenland- 
congregation,  I  muft  firft  mention  fomething  concerning 
the  miflionaries  and  their  European  helpers. 

Moft  commonly  each  place  has  a  miffionary,  and  two 
deacons  to  affift  him  as  well  in  fpiritual  as  temporal 
affairs.  Thefe  three  perfons  are  married.  Their  wives 
are  not  only  the  managers  of  the  family- affairs,  but 
are  alfo  their  chief  helpers  among  their  own  fex,  and 
have,  under  the  diredlion  of  the  miflionary,  the  fpecial 
care  over  them  according  to  the  order  of  the  brethren's 
congregations,  both  that  they  may  make  the  labour  of 
the  teachers  more  eafy  to  them,  and  alfo  prevent  all 
{lander  and  jealoufy,  which  the  Greenlanders  are  more 
addicted  to  than  any  other  nation.  Befides  thefe  there 
are  alfo  two  unmarried  helpers  j  one  of  them  as  catechijl 
keeps  the  boys-fchool,  and  cares  for  the  fmgle  men  and 
boys ;  the  other,  as  ajji/iant  to  the  m'ljjton^  is  a  helper  in 
the  outward  oeconomical  affairs,  and  mufl  occafionally 
put  his  hand  to  mafonry,  carpentry  and  fmith's  work,  for 
the  necelfary  buildings  and  repairs ;  he  is  likewife  a 
helper  to  the  catechifl,  and  is  efpecially  intent  to  inure 
the  youths  to  labour  and  induflry,  as  they  are  the 
principal  pillars  of  the  Greenland  houfe-keeping. 

In  this  year  1762,  the  following  perfons  belong  to 
the  million  in  New-Herrnhuth.  i.)  Frederic  Boehnijh 
miffionary,  fmce  1734.  2.)  John  Soerenf en  d&vicon^  fince 
1746.  3.)  Michael  BaUenhorJ}  deacon,  fmce  1747,  (at 
this  time  abfent  in  Germany.)  Thefe  three  are  married  ; 
here  is  alfo  the  old  mother  Stach.  4.)  Henry  Hykkel 
catechift,  fmce  1759,  and  5.)  Jens  Haven  alfiflant  to 
the  miflion,  fmce  1758. 

The  miifion  at  Llchtenfels  confifts  of,  i.)  Matthew 
Stach  miflionary,  fmce  1733.  2.)  John  Beck  miffionary, 
fmce  1734;  married.  3.)  Peter  Rudberg  vi^i^znt  to  the 
miffion,  fmce  1755,  and  4.)  Peter  Haven,  fmce  1758*. 

*  This  brother  returned  to  Europe  the  fame  year,  on  account  of  fick- 
nefs,  and  went  home  Sept.  19,  1763,  at  Herrnhuth,  Gczrge  Henry  Meyer 
and  yohn  Boehrr.p  fupplied  his  and  his  brother's  place,  who  alfo  returned. 
And  before  the  end  of  the  year  1763,  we  were  informed,  that  on  the  39th 
of  July,  brother  Yredmc  Bcski.'jh  entered  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord  at  New- 
Herrnhuth,  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age,  after  twenty-nine  years  labour.  He 
v.as  long  liclc,  and  was  the  firft  miffionary  whofe  tabernacle  was  depofited  in 
Greenland. 

Each 
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Each  miflioji  muft  confift  of  four  or  five  men.  For 
fince  our  miflionaries  have  no  falary,  but  (except  flour 
and  things  of  that  nature,  and  fome  flefh-meat  and 
drink,)  muft  maintain  themfelves  by  hunting  and  fifhing, 
muft  keep  their  church,  dv^^elling-houfe  and  boats  in 
repair,  and  during  the  (hort  fummer-feafon  muft  provide 
fire-w^ood  and  turf  for  fo  long  a  winter;  therefore  a 
fufficient  number  of  men  is  always  required,  who,  to  be 
fure,  fwell  the  cxpences  by  their  voyages  and  main- 
tenance, but  at  the  fame  time  greatly  facilitate  the 
labour  among  die  fouls,  which  otherwife  could  not  have 
juftice  done  it  by  a  couple  of  miflionaries.  Thus  in  the 
fummer  all  hands  have  enough  to  do,  efpecially  as  they 
are  under  a  neceflaty  of  vifiting  their  Greenlanders  and 
the  heathens  from  time  to  time.  And  thefe  are  truly 
no  tours  of  pleafure,  but  conneded  with  many  difii- 
cultics  and  dangers  of  their  lives,  the  fea  being  very 
boiftcrous,  fubjed  to  ftorms,  and  the  weather  to  ludden 
changes  ;  not  to  mention  that  they  very  feldom  meet 
with  a  fafe  harbour,  and  when  they  come  home,  muft 
always  drag  their  boat  a  great  way  upon  the  land.  In 
the  winter,  when  they  are  moft  employed  in  the  congre- 
gation, they  have  alfo  manual  labour  enough  in  repair- 
ing the  houfes,  and  fometimesfh-ooting  birds,  which  in  this 
country  is  not  fo  agreeable  an  employment  as  people  in 
other  countries  may  imagine. 

§  13- 
Their  fpare-time  is  employed  in  learning  and  improv- 
ing the  language,  and  in  tranflating  portions  out  of  the 
holy  fcripture  and  hymns,  for  the  benefit  of  their  Green- 
Imders.  The  above  fketch  of  the  Greenland -gram- 
mar, communicated  in  Book  III.  §  44.  will  fufliciently 
evince  that  this  is  no  eafy  tafk  even  for  fcholars,  who 
are  ufed  to  icarn  other  languages  by  grammar-rules ; 
and  whoever  in  three  years  time  can  advance  fo  far,  as 
to  underftand  the  Greenlanders,  and  to  render  himfelf 
intelligible  to  them,  muft  indeed  be  endowed  with  very 
good  parts.  Hence  one  may  juftly  infer,  what  difli- 
culties  the  three  firft  Aioravian  brethren  were  neceflitated 
to  grapple  with,  who  had  never  fcen  a  grammar,  and 
were  obliged  firft  to  learn  the  Latin  grammatical  terms 

out 
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^ut  of  a  then  very  imperfeft  treatife  compiled  by  the  late 
Mr.  Egede,  who  for  want  of  the  German  tongue  could 
not  explain  himfelf  to  them,  fo  that  in  order  to  acquire 
Greenlandifh,  they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  learning 
fome  Latin,  and  alfo  their  fchool-mafter's  native  language 
the  Danifh.  They  could  profit  nothing  at  all  by  pra6ti(- 
ing  with  the  natives,  as  they  had  no  Greenlanders  about 
them  the  firft  fix  years.  The  fucceeding  brethren,  to 
be  fure,  have  the  advantage  both  of  a  more  complete 
grammar,  and  of  improvement  by  converfation ;  but 
ilill  they  are  forced  to  begin  with  learning  by  heart  a 
great  nuniber  of  paradigms  and  compounds,  and  alio 
to  underftand  many  terms  not  at  all  cuftomary  in  other 
languages.  By  fuch  indefatigable  application  have  thefe 
illiterate  men  however  made  fo  great  a  progrefs,  that  with- 
out notes  they  now  are  capable  of  preaching  in  the  Green- 
land tongue,  with  great  readinefs,  and  have  alfo  tranflated 
with  good  fuccefs  feveral  hymns  and  paiTages  out  of  the 
Bible,  fome-  of  them  pretty  difficult ;  and  they  continue 
ftill  frequently  to  confult  the  moil:  intelligent  Green- 
landers  in  point  of  the  language,  by  which  means  their 
didlionary  and  grammar  is  daily  improving  in  their 
hands. 

V   .  .  .§14- 

It  Is  certainly  fomething  very  remarkable,  that  of  all 
file  brethren  that  have  gone  to  Greenland,  not  one  has 
yet  departed  this  life  there  *,  nor  laboured  under  any  very 
acute  difeafe,  though  they  have  had  to  combat  v/ith  a 
great  deal  of  hard  labour,  rough  weather,  huntjer  and 
thirft,  and  many  perilous  voyages  in  Iforms  and  tempefts, 
between  iflands  and  rocks ;  when  on  the  other  hand  a 
great  many  at  the  other  millions,  efpecially  in  the 
Carybee-iflands,  very  foon  ended  their  race.  If  this 
fhould  be  afcribed  to  the  clear  and  healthy  air  of  the 
cold  northern  countries,  yet  we  are  alfo  to  remember, 
that  the  fcur\'y  and  other  diftempers  rage  more  violently 
in  thofe  lands  than  el fcwhere,  of  which  we  have  feen 
even  here  many  inftances,  efpecially  in  the  year  1728, 
when  great  numbers  of  PJuropeans  at  Good-hope  were 
carried  offf.     Therefore  we  cannot  look  upon  this  as 

*  So  v/ai  ths  cafe  in  the  year  1752,  when  thi'  wi:  v.Tctc. 
t  Sec  B.  IV.  ^  JO. 

mere 
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mere  chance,  but  are  bound  to  praife  him  who  has  given 
our  brethren  both  courage,  faith,  ftrength  and  health, 
for  his  having  allifted  and  fupported  them  hitherto  in  fo 
manifold  and  indeed  marvelous  ways.  It  was  in  this 
view,  that  in  a  funeral-ode  compofed  in  the  year  1736, 
on  three  perfons  in  Herrnhuth,  wbofe  death  was  occa- 
fioned  by  feemingly  very  trifling  circumftances,  the 
following  was  inferted. 

One  drops  down  dead,  while  wafhing  at  the  brook ; 
One  laying  on  a  tile,  at  once  is  ftruck ; 
One  fetching  billet-wood  ;  and  thus  all  three. 
In  unexpe^led  ways  die  fuddenly  : 
Whilft  thofe  at  the  north-pole  in  keeneft  froft,    ■ 
With  hunger  pinch'd,  in  icy  tempefts  tofs'd, 
Survive,  yea  though  in  their  own  houfe  they  tend 
The  peft-fick  *,  and  inter  with  their  own  hand. 
To  our  aftonifhment  we  fee  thefe  men  f, 
Seemingly  loft,  their  health  and  ftrength  retain 
Midft  thoufand  corpfes,  peftilence  and  dread  ; 
'Tis  God  keeps  them  alive  among  the  dead  ! 
He's  the  preferver  of  our  lives  and  breath  j 
His  people  fafeft  are,  in  life  or  death. 

§   15. 

In  order  to  ftrengthen  and  refrefh  themfelves  in 
the  fpirit  of  their  mind,  fo  as  to  be  better  enabled  to 
endure  the  hardfliips  of  their  vocation,  they  can  by  turns 
vifit  Germany,  and  ftay  in  fome  of  the  congregations 
there  a  winter,  and,  if  their  return  is  not  found  abfo- 
lutely  neceftary,  alfo  the  next  fummer.  Such  a  voyage 
may  come  round  to  each  perhaps  once  in  fix  years, 
though  fome  of  them  have  waited  for  it  ten  years  and 
more. 

Beftdes  the  neceflary  afliftance  for  their  bodily  fupport 
which  is  yearly  fent  over,  they  alfo  receive  at  the  fame 
time  all  the  writings  publiftied,  and  all  the  accounts  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift  among  chriftians  and  heathens 
for  the  whole  year  paft  ;  fo  as  they  alfo  in  return  com- 
municate an  account  of  their  miflion  ;  that  they  may  con- 

*  Anno    1733   3"^   ^7j4' 
f  Viz.  at  that  time  Matthew   and  Chriftian  Stach,    Chriftian  David, 
Frederick  Boehnifh,  and  John  Beck, 

tinue 
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tinue  in  connexion  with  the  other  congregations,  and 
with  them  grow  and  increafe  in  grace  and  the  know- 
ledge of  Chrift.  Thefe  writings  and  accounts  are  the 
focial  entertainment  of  the  long  winter-evenings ;  after 
the  reading,  they  conclude  with  an  evening-blefling  or 
prayer,  fo  as  they  begin  every  day  with  a  morning- blefs- 
ing,  except  Sunday,  when  they  pray  the  Church-litany: 
they  have  befides  a  fhort  family-devotion  every  day  at 
noon. 

§  16. 
Their  houfe-keeping  is  carried  on  in  fellowfhip  under 
the  direction  of  a  conftltuted  deacon,  who  fends  every 
year  a  lift  of  what  is  chiefly  wanted  to  thofe  deacons 
who  care  for  the  miflions,  and  it  is  bought  in  at  Copen- 
hagen. They  have  all  equal  fare,  none  experts  either 
falarv,  prefents  or  perquifites.  None  thinks  himfelf 
above  bodily  labour,  and  what  one  provides,  the  reft  en- 
]oy  alike.  But  by  filhing  and  hunting,  which  is  but  a 
poor  affair  at  beft,  there  is  no  way  of  providing  for 
themfelves ;  and  as  for  gain,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  to 
be  thought  of.  The  moft  part  therefore  muft  be  fent  to 
them,  and  this  cannot  but  be  attended  with  v^ry  great 
expences.  The  heathen-mefTengers  muft  not  only  be 
provided  with  neceffary  money  and  cloaths  at  their  firft 
letting  out,  but  every  year  a  conliderable  fupply  is  fent 
of  victuals  and  cloathing,  alfo  from  time  to  time  boats, 
and  timber  for  their  dwelling-houfes,  and  for  the  meet- 
ing-houfe  of  the  Greenlanders,  for  which,  as  well  as 
for  the  pafTengers,  a  competent  freight  is  paid.  When 
they  are  called  back  to  the  congregation,  as  they  can 
bring  nothing  with  them,  they  are  maintained  gratii 
whilft  they  ftay,  and  when  they  fet  out  again,  their  ne- 
celTaries  are  found  as  before.  Their  labour  among  the 
heathen  cuts  off  all  time  and  opportunity  for  the  educa- 
tion of  their  own  children  5  therefore  they  are  placed  in 
the  nurferies  of  the  Unity,  and  there  maintained  grailsy 
with  equal  care  to  thofe  for  whom  their  parents  pay  ; 
afterwards  they  are  either  put  to  learn  trades,  or  fent  to 
the  academy,  according  to  their  capacities.  They  can 
expect  nothing  from  the  believing  Greenlanders.  And 
although  it  is  a  fundamental  rule  of  the  brethren,  never 
;o  attach  any  heathens  to  themfelves  by  bounties,  and 

to 
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to  be  very  cautious  when  and  how  they  beflow  themv 
Jell  the  beneficiaries  receive  more  hurt  than  benefit  by  it, 
yet  what  our  dear  Saviour  faith,  Te  have  the  poor  always 
with  you^  is  here  verified.  Such.muft  be  fupported  who 
are  helplcfs  through  age  and  infirmities ;  the  youths 
muft  be  brought  up  and  introduced  to  labour  and  in- 
dultry  ;  the  fick  muft  be  fiipplied  w^ith  medicines,  and 
be  waited  on  and  nurfed  without  fee  or  pay  ;  the  child- 
ren alio  are  taught  to  read,  and  books  are  given  to  thofc 
that  can  read.  Such  unavoidable  occafions  of  beftow- 
ia»  fometimf:s  more  and  fometimes  lefs  on  the  heathen  j 
otrer  continually  alfo  in  the  mifiions  among  the  Negroes^ 
i'lnd  more  (o  '{till  among  the  Indians,  the  particulars 
whereof  cannot  be  fpecified  here. 

For  this  our  heathen- mcffengers  have  no  other  fund, 
than  the  bleffing  of  God  which  accompanies  the  labour 
of  their  own  hands,  and  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
fuch  brethren  and  friends  whofe  hearts  are  filled^  with 
love  and  fympathy  towards  the  poor  heathens.  They 
went  firft  among  them  with  this  fimple  thought ;  Could 
we  but  once  get  to  the  heathens  !  this  will  be  the  hardeft 
point ;  when  we  are  there,  we  will  live  with  them,  fare 
as  they  do,  or  earn  our  bread  from  others.  This  they 
alfo  did  faithfully  put  in  pradlice,  and  they  continue 
ftill,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  make  their  own  hands  mi- 
nifter  to  their  necellities. 

But  left  this  (hould  reduce  them  to  pinching  want,  fo 
as  to  fink  under  the  burden,  or  oblio;e  them  to  ne^r- 
Je6l  their  principal  affair,  viz.  the  labour  among  the  hea- 
then, (not  to  mention  many  by-expences,  which  their 
own  exigencies,  as  well  as  the  well-being  of  their  hea- 
then congregations  require;)  our  brethren  in  Europe 
have  been  obliged  to  aiTift  them  with  fomcthing  confider- 
able,  to  which  every  one  contributes  with  the  greateft 
chearfulnefs  according  to  his  ability.  The  very  children 
themfelves  will  not  be  excluded,  and  the  pooreft  day- 
labourers  rather  fpare  it  out  of  their  own  mouths,  than 
not  have  the  pleafure  to  take  fhare  in  the  furtherance 
of  the  work  of  God  among  the  heathen. 

Thefe  collecSlions  are  received  by  fome  judicious  men, 
who  ferve  the  heathen-miflions  as  deacons  without  any 

fftlary 
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falary.     Thefe  keep  a  regular  account,  and  lay  out  the 

r;»'oney  for  the  good  of  all  the  miflions  without  diftincl- 

ion.     Indeed,  hitherto  it  has  never  been  found  fufficient 

to  anfwer  all  and  every  demand,  fo  that  they  have  been 

under  a  necellity  of  borrowing  fomething  for  that  pur- 

pofe,  which  fums  they  have  endeavoured  to  pay  off  from 

time  to  time.     But  we  praife  the  Lord,  the  giver   of 

every   good   thing,    who   has   made   our   brethren   and 

friends  fo  willing  to  concur  in  this  blefled  work,  and 

who  has  evidently  anfv/ered  the  prayers  of  his  fervants, 

in  repaying  our  benefacbors  in  a  rich  meafure.     And  we 

truft  in  him,  that   fmce  this  wox^k  is  his  ow?i,  he  will 

further  fupport  it  amidll  all  difficulties,  and   alfo  llir  up 

the  fame  willingnefs   in  well-inclined   people,  in  other 

places,  to  ailift  in  this  matter,  whofe  benevolence  will 

be  acknowledged  by  the  believers  among  the  heathen, 

and  by  their  minifters  with  thankfulnefs,  and  will  aho 

undoubtedly    be  remembered  by  him,   who    hath   faid  : 

IVhatye  have  done  to  the  Icaji  of  thefe  my  brethren^  ye  have  done 

it  unto  me. 

The  brethren  have  from  time  to  time  trained  up  fome 
of  the  moft  folid,  exemplary  and  approved  perfons  of  both 
fcxes  as  helpers  among  their  nation,  and  thefe,  to  the 
number  of  twenty  or  upwards,  were  at  the  vifitation  in  the 
year  1752  formed  into  a  regular  clafs  of  helpers,  to  lead  on 
the  reft.  With  thefe  they  confer  twice  every  week,  and 
are  informed  of  the  ftate  of  their  people  in  the  country 
-and  in  their  houfes,  (there  being  one  of  this  company 
generally  living  in  each  houfe;)  they  enquire  in  parti- 
cular about  their  children's  education,  their  houfe-order, 
their  converfation,  and  the  general  walk  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place.  At  the  fame  time  they  give  them 
needful  exhortations,  which  thefe  occafionally  endeavour 
to  introduce  among  the  reft. 

The  teachers  learn  of  them  efpecially  the  fituation  of 
the  new-comers  who  as  yet  are  no  catc  lumens,  or  what 
they  perceive  among  the  heathen  that  vifit  them ;  they 
alfo  encourage  them  to  fay  fomething  to  them  of  the 
way  of  falvation,  which  thev  are  indeed  commonlv  ur- 
ged  by  their  countrymen  to  do,  wheji  they  are  abroad 
among  them. 

Vol.  II.  'D  d  Wha: 
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What  concerns  the  interior  diredion  of  the  miflion 
is  not  reiblved  in  this  conference  of  Greenland-helpers, 
but  is  confidered  of  at  a  conference  held  every  week  by 
the  milncnaries  and  their  afliftants,  and  the  refult  after- 
wards notified  to  the  Greenland-helpers.  But  what 
pertains  to  the  outward  well-being  of  the  people,  par- 
ticularly when  they  are  preparing  to  fifh  or  hunt  in  re- 
mote places,  is  treated  of  in  common  with  them,  when 
they  are  enjoined  at  the  fame  time  to  maintain  good  or- 
der among  their  people.  Thofe  m,en  who  are  qualified 
for  it,  are  then  commiflioned  to  keep  meetings,  as  often 
as  they  can,  with  thofe  that  refide  in  the  fame  place  with 
them,  and  alfo  not  to  forget  the  heathen.  But  when 
they  are  all  at  home  in  the  winter ;  they  are  afked  by 
farns,  perhaps  once  or  twice  in  the  week,  to  keep  the 
public  mc)rning- meeting,  and  the  miiiionary  is  alway^j 
prefent. 

Oat  of  thefe  helpers  there  are  fervanis  of  both  fexes 
appointed,  whofe  bafmefs  it  is  to  keep  the  church  or 
meeting-hall  clean  and  in  decent  order,  to  place  the 
benches,  to  take  care  of  the  lamps,  to  bring  in  the  wa- 
ter at  baptifms,  and  whiit  otherwife  falls  to  the  office  of 
a  clerk,-  Befides  thefe,  none  are  diftinguifhed  by  par- 
ticular appellations  or  offices,  fuch  as  elders,  church- 
wardens, catechifls,  &c.  though  they  do  in  fact  fupply 
all  thofe  places,  and  that  freely  without  fee  or  prece- 
dence of  rank.  If  it  eveir  was  in  the  power  of  the 
"brethren  (which  is  not  the  cafe)  to  let  fuch  perfons  who 
arc  in  any  way  helplul  to  them,  enjoy  in  return  any  ' 
preferable  advantage,  yet  they  would  thereby  only  m.\is 
■  their  aim,  and  do  harm  inftead  of  good  to  the  people. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to  the  defcription  of  their 
public  divine  worfliip,  both  on  Sundays  and  working- 
days. 

Every  day  in  the  week  at  fix  o'  clock  in  the  morning 
a  fljort  meeting  is  kept,  called  the  morning- bhjfing  or 
prayer,  at  which  all  the  baptized  great  and  fmall  attend. 
At  eight  is  a  meeting  for  all  the  people,  in  which  a  text 
•  out  of-  the  fcripture  is  always  treated  of,  but  ftill  io 
fhort,  that  both   fpeaking  aivd   Aiiging  feldom  exceeds 

half 
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half  an  hour.  After  this,  the  men  follow  their  ufual 
cccupations  on  the  fea.  DireClly  after,  the  children  havs 
a  meeting,  in  which  they  are  catechifcd  3  and  from 
thence  they  proceed  to  fchool,  the  girls  to  a  miifionary 
or  deacon  vvho  is  married,  and  the  boys  to  the  catechift, 
whither  alfo  feme  grown  young  people,  who  have  time, 
refort  to  improve  in  reading  and  writing,  and  occafionally 
to  affift  in  teaching  the  younger  children.  In  the  evening 
when  the  men  ?re  returned  from  fea,  there  is  another 
meeting  for  all  the  people,  at  which  the  minllter  either 
fpeaks  on  a  text,  or  only  fmgs,  which  is  therefore  called 
the  fvifjng-hour. 

.  Thefe  are  the  public  meetings  commonly  kept  every 
day.  After  the  hnging-hour  the  communicants  remain 
in  the  hall,  and  have  a  fliort  exhortation.  Twice  every 
week  the  above-mentioned  helpers-conference  is  kept. 
A.nd  after  their  work  and  fupper  is  over,  they  cohcliide 
the  day  with  evening-prayer,  which  they  call  the  even- 
ing-bleiTing; 

,     §  19* 

On  Sundays^  after  the  itiorning-bieffing  each  choir- 
divifion,  according  to  their  fex,  ftate  and  age,  have  a 
fhort  meeting ;  thefe  are  called  ch-Ar-nuttirgs  or  choir- 
honulies.  Bqt  in  Very  bad  weather,  and  in  fummer  v/hert 
many  are  abroad^  a  difcourfe  to  the  whole  together  is 
kept  inftead  of  the/e  homilies.  The  preachings  which  is 
■  either  on  the  gofpel  for  the  day  (according  to  the  ufage 
amongft  the  Lutherans)  or  on  any  otlaer  text,  is  i>i  thj; 
afternoon,  and  differs  from  another  exhortatory  difcourfe 
only  in  this.-  that  it  gener;.lly  is  more  fyftematical  and 
fbmewhat  longer,  perhaps  an  hour,  and  that  themiilion- 
ary  delivers  it  {landing,  and  not  fittiing  behind  the  table, 
(for  he  has  iio  pulpit)  that  fa  every  one  may  hear  di- 
ftinctly,  the  hall  as  well  as  adjoining  rooms  being  gene- 
rally very  much  crowded  on  fuch  days. 

Every  Sunday  evening,  the  Litany,  interfperfed  with 
chorus's,  is  prayed  with  the  baptized  and  the  received 
catechumens  ;  and  at  .the  intercelTibn  for  all  Chrilien- 
dom,  and  for  the  governors  of  the  lands  where  we  dwell, 
thei'e  words  are  ufed  :  "  Guide  and  prote^  bur  dear 
*'  King,  Frederic  the  Vth  *,•  and  all  that  are  p«t  [t% 
**  authority  under  him,  that  we  may  lead  under  him  a 
D.d  2  '*  quie!; 

*  Vow   Chriflian    ih<  Vljri. 
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"  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty. 
"  Hear  us,  O  dear  Lord  and  God!" 

Next  to  the  holy  communion  and  the  folemn  mini- 
ilrations  of  baptifm,  this  is  accounted  the  moft  weighty 
meeting  among  the  Greenlanders,  at  which  the  comforta- 
ble and  yet  awful  prefence  of  our  dear  Lord,  and  of  his  Fa- 
ther, and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  often  perceived  in  fuch  a 
ienfible  manner,  that  many  tears  are  fhed ;  for  which  reafon 
very  few  if  any  among  them  neglecSt  this  meeting  ;  and 
the  very  children,  who  for  want  of  room  cannot  attend, 
frequently  follicit  to  have  the  Litany  repeated  to  them 
the  n€Xt  day.  Diredlly  after  this  meeting,  the  mar- 
ried-people have  their  evening- blefling  in  the  hall,  an"^ 
the  fmgle  choirs  in  their  refpe<?tive  choir-houfes. 

§  20. 
Befides  Sundays,  they  alfo  celebrate  in  Greenland, 
in  common  with  the  reft  of  Chriftendom,  the  feftivais  of 
Eafter,  Pentecoll,  and  Chriftmas.  On  Ea/^er-morning  at 
lun-rifmg  the  whole  congregation  afiembles  in  the  hall, 
and  having  been  faluted  by  the  miffionary  with  that  joy- 
ful acclamaticji :  The  Lord  is  rifen  indeed,  a  fhort  difcourfe 
is  kept,  and  then  they  repair  to  the  burying-ground,  and 
pray  the  Eafter-liturgy  ufual  in  the  brethren's  congre- 
gations, mentioning  by  name  thofe  Greenlanders,  who 
fince  the  preceding  Eafter  departed  in  the  faith,  and  im- 
ploring for  themfelves  a  like  happy  confummation  of 
their  faith,  and  an  entrance  into  everlafting  reft  in  the 
y/ounds  of  Jefus.     After  this  they  return  to  the  hall, 

•  :md  the  portion  of  fcripture  out  of  the  harmony  of  the 
tour  evangelifts  concerning  the  refurredlion  of  Jefus,  is 
read,  explained,  and  interfperfed  with  applicable  cho- 
rus's. In  the  afternoon  a  difcourfe  is  held  either  on  the 
feftival-leflbn,  or  any  other  Eafter-text,  and  the  dajr 
concluded  with  the  litany,  as  other  Sundays.  On 
Eafter- Monday  in  the  morning  choir- homilies  are  kept^ 
and  in  the  afternoon  a  fermon  preached,  and  in  cafe 
there  are  any  candidates  for  it,  holy  baptifm  admini- 

^  ftered. 

Nearly  after  the  fame  manner  are  Whitfunday  and 
Chrijimas  obferved,  only  with  this  difference,  that  in 
regard  to  the  former  they  muft  conform  to  circumftan- 

ces» 
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CCS,  (the  people  being  moftly  at  that  time  employed  in 
their  capelin-fifhery)  and  keep  it  where  they  then  hap- 
pen to  be,-  and  that  on  Chriilmas-eve  they  keep  a 
Chriftmas-vigil,  at  which  befides  fmging  hymns  of  the 
Nativity  of  God  our  Saviour,  that  awful  fubje6t  is  read 
and  treated  of  at  large.  About  this  time  the  congrega- 
tion, in  its  feveral  divifions,  is  ufed  to  keep  agape's  or 
iove-feafts  ;  that  of  the  children  is  always  on  Decem- 
ber 28,  being  Innocents-day,  when  atter  a  folemn  ca- 
techifatinn,  fome  fmall  prefents  fent  from  Europe  are  alfo 
diftributed  among  them. 

Maundy -ThurJ day.  Good- Friday,  and  Afccnfton-day  are 
alfo  obferved  with  reading  and  expounding  the  refpeclive 
narratives  out  of  the  evangelifts  ;  and  befides,  on  Good- 
Friday,  the  commemoration  of  the  Death  of  Jefus  is 
performed  in  the  holy  facrament  of  his  body  and  blood, 
always  with  quite  peculiar  and  diftinguiflied  grace  and 
devotion. 

On  N ew -Year  s- day  the  merit  of  the  circumclfion  of 
Jefus,  as  his  firil  blood-fliedding,  and  his  blefied  name 
of  JESUS  is  the  fubjecl  of  meditation.  In  the  preceding 
New-year's  vigil,  the  congregation  is  reminded  of  &11 
the  grace  and  favours  beftov/ed  upon  them  by  the  Lord 
throughout  the  whole  year  paft,  and  the  old-year  is  con- 
cluded with  a  prayer,  thankfgiving  and  interceffion, 
which  is  often  accompanied  with  innumerable  tears. 

The  Epiphs:iy,  or  Jan.  6,  being  the  H-iithen-feiiival, 
or  the  memorial-day  of  the  hrll  Gentiles  paying  homage 
to  the  new-born  King  of  glory,  is  folemnized  with  a 
fermon,  with  reading  cf  accounts  from  other  converted 
heathens,  and  generally  alfo  holy  baptifm  is  admini- 
ftered. 

On  Feb.  2.  the  widowers  and  widows  call  to  mind 
at  a  love-feaft  the  example  of  Simeon  and  /inna,  who  with 
joy  obtained  that  confolation  of  ifrael  which  they  had 
waited  for.  But  the  25th  of  jVIarch  is  obferved  by  the 
whole  congregation,  as  a  memorial-day  of  the  Incar- 
nation of  Jems ;  and  fince  this  is  the  foundation  and 
beginning  of  our  redemption  and  fandlihcation,  and  fmce 
alfo  all  our  Greenlanders  are  generally  at  home  at  this 
time,  the  weighty  fubjecc  of  the  fanitihcation  of  our  foul 
and  members  through  the  merit  of  the  manhood  ofj^fus,  is 
D  d  3  prelfed 
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preffed  home  with  particular  application  to  the  difFerent 
fexes  and  ages,  and  the  growing  youth  efpecially  recom- 
mended in  prayer  to  his  care  and  prefervarion. 

Other  days  obferved  in  many  proteftant  countries, 
fuch  as  St.  John  Baptift's  and  St.  Alichael'Sy  are  here  not 
particularly  obferved,  the  Greenlandcrs  being  for  the 
moft  part  abroad  at  this  time  of  the  year  ;  but  yet  the 
feftival-fubjefts  are  applied  in  the  ufual  daily  meetings. 

On  St.  Thofnas's-day^  December  21,  as  the  Green- 
landers  were  ufed  of  old,  about  this  time  to  make  a  feaft 
on  account  of  the  return  of  the  fun  ;  the  words  of  Jefus, 
John  XX.  Reach  hither  thy  finger,  and  behold  my  hands,  and 
reach  hither  thy  hand,  arid  thru/}  it  into  tny  fide ;  and  be  not 
faithlefs  but  heliev'in^,  are  treated  of  in  the  meetiiig,  and 
afterwards  they  fing  at  their  meals  in  their  houfes  moft 
melodious  hymns  on  that  fubjecl. 

The  congregation-day  or  prayer -day  is  kept  every 
month,  the  Sunday  fortnight  after  the  holy  communion, 
in  cafe  the  Greenlandcrs  can  come  together  during  the 
fummer-feafon.  At  luch  times  bcfides  a  public  difcourfe, 
ibme  tranflated  accounts  of  the  heathen-congregations  or 
others,  eipecially  feme  lives  of  departed  brethren  and  fif- 
ters  are  communicated,  a  portion  out  of  the  Pfalms  or 
Prophets  read  and  expounded,  and  generally  fome  of  the 
catechumens  received  with  the  kifs  of  peace,  among  the 
candidates  for  baptifm,  or  fome  of  thefe  embodied  by 
baptifm  into  the  chriftian  church,  and  thefe  tranfacfioni 
are  concluded  with  a  prayer  kneeling. 

i  21. 
In  the  public  meetings  a  text  of  Scripture  is  akvavs 
laid  for  the  foundation,  and  treated  of  more  in  a  paraen'e- 
tical  than  exegetical  manner.  As  for  the  Greenland- 
helpers,  they  fpeak  chiefly  of  their  own  daily  experience 
and  enjoyment  of  grace,  and  what  is  ufed  to  hinder  or 
further  them  therein ;  and  this  manner  of  fpeaking 
makes  a  deep  impreffion  upon  the  Greenlandcrs.  On 
feftival  and  memorial-days,  as  alfo  when  it  happens  that 
th.&  daily  words  and  texts '  contain  no  particular  do6tri- 
nal  matter  applicable  to  the  Greenlandcrs,  a  leiTon  is 
read  out  of  the  holy  fcripture,  efpecially  the  evangelifts, 
and  if  needful,  expounded  with  Ibme  few  plain  and  fim- 
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pie  words.  And  as  many  of  the  Greenlanders  can  read 
very  well,  they  will  frequently  read  to  one  another  m 
their  houles,  which  gives  them  many  opportunities  for 
ufe'ful  converfition,  and  for  enquiring  of  their  teachers 
vrhat  they  themfelves  do  not  as  yet  underfland. 

§    22. 

One  often  hears  the  Greenlanders,  efpecially  the  v/o- 
men  and  children,  fmging  fpiritual  h^'mns,  at  their 
work,  both  without  and  within  their  houles.  Formerly 
thofe  who  had  good  voices  were  inftruated  apart  in  img- 
ing ;  but  this  is  now  no  more  needful,  fmce  moft  of 
tfcem  fing  well,  know  the  mofl  common  hymns  by 
heart,  or  can  learn  them  out  of  the  hymn-book.  And  as 
ftran^ers  are  generally  ftruck  with  the  orderly  and  fweet 
iingino;  at  divine  worfhip  in  the  brethren's  con^j-reo-a- 
tioas ;  fo  I  muft  likewife  own,  that  I  was  (o  well-plea- 
fed  with  the  Grecniancers  manner  of  finging  in  their 
meetings,  that  I  thought  they  almoft  excelled  fomc  of 
our  European  congregations.  It  is  true  the  men  ha\'e 
commonly  coarfe  voices,  and  therefore  exert  them  the 
lefs  ;  but  on  the  contrary  the  women  have  clear  and  fofc 
voices,  and  fmg  fo  regular  and  harm.onioufly,  that  it 
founds  at  a  diflance  like  one  voice.  And  among  them 
the  little  girls  claim  a  preference,  on  account  of  the  clear- 
nefs  and  livelinefs  of  their  fmging. 

Their  only  fault  is,  that  they  are  apt  to  let  their 
voices  fmk,  efpecially  in  a  long  metre,  but  this  is  reme- 
died by  the  help  of  mufic.  Their  band  of  mulic  is  very 
iimple,  and  confills  only  of  two  or  three  violins,  a  cou- 
ple of  flutes,  and  a  few  guitsrs.  Some  of  the  Green- 
landers have  learnt  to  plav  fuch  church-tunes  as  they 
know,  pretty  well  on  thefe  inrtruments  in  two  parts, 
an-d  might  become  greater  proficients  in  muhc  if  thought 
neceffary,  for  thev  themfelves  have  a  tafte  for  it.  Some 
of  them  have  alfo  learnt  to  blow  the  trumpet  and  french- 
horn  ;  vet  thefe  inftruments  never  accompany  their 
church-mufic,  but  are  ufed  as  a  iignal,  inltead  of  the 
bdl,    to  call   the   baptized    or   communicants    to   their 
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In  all  public  difcourfes,  catechifations  and  converfa- 
tions,  the  living  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  and  him  cru- 
cified is  chiefly  inculcated,  and  every  other  truth  dedu- 
ced frcm  that  fountain.  The  miffionaries  dire«3:  all  fouls 
to  him  to  feek  remiffion  of  fins,  life  and  falvation  in  his 
wouiids,  to  be  waflied  in  his  blood,  and  thereby  to  be 
fandtified  and  preferved  in  ftul  and  body.  It  is  their 
principal  concern  to  eftablifh  a  real  acquaintance  be- 
tween every  in(3ividual  and  the  near  though  invifible 
Friend  of  their  fouls,  and  to  keep  them  in  prayer  and 
filent  heart's  intercourfe  with  him,  which  fupplies  the 
life  of  God  in  their  fouls  with  daily  nourifliment,  and 
prefervc-i  the  lamp  of  faith  from  extinguifhing. 

Their  method  r{  converfmg  with  the  wild  heathen 
and  bringing  them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  is  al- 
ready exemplified  in  the  preceding  hiftory. 

They  have  experienced  how  little  is  effected  by  firft 
endeavouring  to  make  rational  creatures  of  them,  then 
proving  the  exigence  and  attributes  of  God,  and  from 
thence  infordng  the  confequent  duties,  in  order  the 
better  to  prepare  them  to  receive  the  doctrine  of  the 
atonement,  and  to  fhewits  neceffity.  After  fix  years 
wnfuccefsful  labour,  they  found,  that  the  plain  tefli- 
rnony  concerning  the  Death  and  Paffion  of  Jefus,  toge- 
ther with  its  caufe  and  happy  confequences,  delivered 
by  a  heart  touched  with  a  warm  and  experimental  fenfe 
of  it,  is  the  beft  preparation,  and  the  fureft  way  of  en- 
lightening the  daik  and  benighted  minds  of  the  wild 
heathen,  in  order  to  lead  them  afterwards  ftep  by  ftep 
into  all  truth.  And  I  have  been  filled  with  the  greateft 
amazement  to  behold  the  powerful  eiFecis  of  the  word 
of  the  «rofs  on  the  moft  ignorant  and  favage  heathens, 
who  according  to  their  firft  appearance  feemed  utterly 
incapable  of  comprehending  this  great  myftery  of  god- 
linefs. 

They  have  been  confirmed  in  this  method  of  teach- 
ing, not  only  by  their  own  experience  of  many  years, 
but  alfo  by  the  example  and  atteftations  of  their  fellow- 
labourers  among  other  heathen  nations.  This  method 
has  further  been  found  to  be  the  beft  by  other  Servants 
of  God,  who  have  laboured  io  the  Eaft  and  Weft-In- 

dies> 
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liies,  among  heathens  of  a  more  refined,  in  their  way 
more  learned,    but  alfo  more  corrupted  turn  of  mind. 
To  prove  this,  I  will  only  quote  a  pafTage  out  of  "JoBi- 
Luke  Niekamp'S:J}}ort  account  of  the  Eajl- India- Mifficn^  to 
which  ProfciTof  Fr<?«/^^  wrote  a  preface;  the  words  are 
thefe  :    "  The  miiConarlcs  have   frequently  remarked, 
**  that  nothing  makes  fuch  a  powerful  impreflion  on  the 
"  minds  of  the  heathen,   or  makes  them  fo  defirous  of 
*'  receiving  further  information  concerning  the  finful- 
**  nefs  of  human  nature,  and  the  vanity  of  their  idols, 
*'  as  when  one,  immediately  at  the  fir.st  speaking 
*'  TO  THEM,  declares  to  their  hearts  the  gracious  mefT- 
*'  age  concerning  the  free  Mercy  of  God  in  Chrift  Jelus 
*'  towards  the  loft  human  race.     On  the  contrary,  our 
*'  catechifts,  before  they  were  rightly  acquainted  with 
**  the  CHIEF  MATTER  which  a  Minifter  of  the  New- 
*'  Teftament  has  to  declare,   have  made  manifold  ex- 
**  periments,  Hotv  little  is  to  be  effeSied  amongft  thefe  hea- 
*'  thens^  by  all  moral  reprefentations  of  the  glorious  Jttribuies 
*^  ofGody  and  of  various  duties  of  virtue.     Even  fuppofmg 
*'  they  outwardly  aflent  to  all   fuch  truths,  ftill  whilft 
*'  tl  eir  ftubborn  will  is  not  gained  over,  they  only  feek 
*'  the  more  by  various  pretences  to  invalidate  the  fame.'* 
Likewife  page  465.     "  We  obferved  that  the  greateft 
*'  devotion  and  awakening  was  excited  among  them^  by 
•'  propounding  to  them  the  gofpel-topicks,  and  difplaying 
**  before  them  the  fufFeripgs  of  Chrift,  &c." 

The  fame  has  alfo  been  confirmed  by  the  late  David 
Brainardy  mliTiomry  from  a  Prefbyterian  fociety  in  Scot- 
land among  the  Indians  in  the  province  of  Jerfy  and 
Penfylvania  *.  We  are  well  informed  concerning  that 
pious,  and,  till  his  (alas  !  too  early)  death,  indefatiga- 
ble man,  and  it  is  alfo  obfervable  throughout  the  whole 
of  his  account,  that  as  long  as  he  continued  the 
ufual  method  of  preaching,  and  endeavouring  to  convince 
the  Indians  by  connciSled  arguments,  he  could  efFeft  no- 
thing among  thera ;  but  fo  foon  as  he  took  pattern  by 
his  neighbours,  v/hofe  good  fuccefs  among  the  heathen 
he  was  an  eye-witnefs  of,  and  ventured  ftraightway  to 
preach  to  them  fimply  the  Saviour  and  his  love  even  till 
the  death    on  the  erofs,    fuch  a  large  and   quick  awa- 

*  See  Remarkabli  btasben-citrverfian,  in  Frejen'ms  pajiorel  Cc!le£ilcns,  ^i, 
^nd  4th  parts, 
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kening  er.fued,  that  both  he,  and  all  the  miniflers  of 
his  perfuafion  who  fayv  it  were  aftoniflied,  and  forced  to 
afcribe  glory  to  GodJ  Was  I  to  quote  ail  his  beautiful 
paflages  of  this  kind,  I  could  fill  whole  (heets  of  paper. 
The  following  may  fuiftce.  "  Aug.  3.  1745.  I  preach- 
'*  ed  on  Rev.  xxii.  17.,  IVhofoever  ivill,  let  him  take  of  the 
*'  water  of  UfefreeI)\.rh\x)[\o\i^  I  could  not  treat  on 
*'  that  fubjeq:  in  the  method  otherwife  ufual,  yet  the 
"  Lord  gave  mc  boldnefs  and  freedom,  to  fet  before  my 
**  hearers  in  a  fomewhat  peculiar  manner  our  dear  Re- 
*'  deemer  as  a  mofl  benign  and  compafTionate  Saviour, 
'*  fo  that  a  real  awakening  v/as  plainly  to  be  perceived.'* 

Li  the  general  remarks  on  this  zvork  of  grace  it  is  faid  fur- 
ther, page  300.  *'  But  this  great  awakerjing,  and  fur- 
"  prizing  folicitude  of  the  fouls,  was  never  occafioned 
*'  by  any  terrifying  fermons,  but,  what  is  exceeding 
"  remarkable,  whenever  iri  my  difcourfes  I  ftrongly 
*'  dwelt  on  that  moving  fccne  of  a  Saviour  dying  on  the 
*'  crofs,  and  his  meek  behaviour  under  the  whole,  as 
*'  alfo  on  the  exc(^eding  great  riches  of  tbe  gofpel-falva- 
*'  tion,and  how  kindly  and  out  of  mere  urimerited  grace 
*'  the  divine  mercy  offers  the  fame  unto  all  needy,  forrow- 
"  ful  and  diftreffcd  fouls  j  there  appeared  imm.ediately 
*'  amongft  the  hearers  an  extraordinary  ftirring  and 
"  awakening,  ^c*." 

§  24.  ■ 

This  and  no  other  foundation  (i.  Cor.  iii.  11.)  is  laid 
among  our  Greenlanders,  and  what  has  already  been 
communicated  out  of  their  difcourfes  and  letters,  and 
will  be  further  added  -in  the  Appendix,  will  fufficiently 
evince,  that  they  grow  and  increafe  in  grace  and  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  upon  this  foundation.  But  fmce 
thefe  public  confeffions  witnefs  only  of  the  ftate  of  a  few 
members  of  the  congregation,  I  will  fpeak  my  thoughts 
concerning  the  whole,  as  far  as  I  have  had  opportunity 
to  difcern  from  daily  converfation  and  divers  incidents. 

I  have  obfcrved  among  the  Greenlanders  little  or  no- 
thing of  that  mere  head-knowledge,  which  puffeth  up, 
but  leaves  the-  heart  empty,  or  even  fills  the  mind 
with   curious    fpeculations   that    are    hurtful.     Neither 

*  The  rranllator,  not  hr.ving  Mr.  Brainard's  book  hy  him,  was  obliged 
V*  tarn  tirf*"  j:-a(Ia5e'.  J7ito  Englilli  out  of  UieGeriaaji of  Fitfcnius. 

hare 
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have  they  any  opportunity  for  it;  becaufe  they  hcarno- 
thing  but  the  truth,  and  that  according  to  the  Scripture, 
and  the  method  of  teaching  is  fimple,  and  calculated 
not  onlv  for  the  underftanding,  but  chiefly  for  rlie  bet- 
tering of  the  heart.  They  are  not  forced  to  learn  much 
by  rotie,  fince  the  reluctance  to  that  tafk  would  in  many 
produce  an  averfion  to  the  truth,  and  then  of  cou rfe  ei- 
ther a  fretful  ftupidity  or  fecret  criticiiing.  An^.bitious 
emulation  is  not  fet^at  worlc  as  a  fpur  to  learning;  and 
the  proverb,  *^  The  more  learned,  the  more  eileemed," 
has  no  place  among  them  in  regard  to  fpiritual  Icience. 

Neverthelefs  moft  of  the  baptized  are  mafrers  of  a  good 
fliare  of  do(51rinal  icnou'kdge.  But  there  is  a  difference 
l^etween  thofe  v^ho  were  joined  to  them  in  an  advanced 
age,  and  thofe  who  as  children  or  in  their  youth  were 
baptized,  {c^pt  at  fchool,  and  trained  up  by  the  bre- 
thren. For  thefe  laft  have  not  only  a  daily  catechifa- 
tjon,  which  the  adult  have  no  leifure  to  attend;  but, 
belides,  moft  of  them  can  read  themfelves,  and  confe- 
quently  can  better  comprehend,  and  retain  what  they 
hear.  A  remarkable  difference  may  be  perceived  in 
thete  vv^ith  regard  to  their  growth  in  clear  infight  and 
knowledge ;  yet  there  are  many  old  ones  too,  who  by 
mature  reflexion,  accompanied  with  a  heart's-compun6t- 
ion,  have  made  lurprizing  advances, 

""The  main  point  infifted  upon  by  the  brethren  among 
the  Greenlanders,  both  baptized  and  unbaptized,  is  the 
heart's  feeling,  or  the  living  knowledge,  and  perfonal 
experience  of  the  grace  of  God  iri  Chrift.  The  candi- 
dates for  baptifm,  muft  no  more  be  deficient  in  a  falu- 
tary  fenfe  of  their  own  mifery,  joined  with  a  defire  after 
Jefus  and  a  confidence  in  his  merits,  than  in  the  necei- 
fary  knowledge.  If  any  perfons  even  abounded  in  the 
latter,  but  wanted  the  former  qualification,  the  mifTion- 
aries  would  not  once  think  of  them  as  fit  fubjeits  for 
baptifm.  On  the  other  hand  they  look  upon  fuch  as 
worthy  candidates  for  the  kingdom  of  God,  who, 
though  endued  with  but  a  frnall  d.-gree  of  intellectual 
knowledge,  in  good  earneft  weep  for  mercy  and  grace, 
becaufe  they  are  pcrfuaded  that  fuch  are  capable  of  being 
jfnriohed  with  all  knowledge  and  underilanding. 

And 
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And  I  have  indeed  obferved,  that  the  Greenlanders 
who  have  been  baptized,  and  obtained  a  happy  heart, 
a  peaceful  confcience,  and  a  itncere  defire 

"  To  learn  all  that,  whereby  they  may 
"  Adorn  Chrift's  doclrine  every  v/ay," 
begin  from  that  time  to  take  large  ftrides  towards  the 
attainment  of  all  neceffary  and  ufeful  knowledge  ac- 
cording to  the  touchftone  of  the  letter.  I  have  further 
obferved,  that  thofe  Greenlanders,  who  have  been  pof- 
feffed  of  more  grace  and  feeling  than  knowledge,  at  the 
time  of  baptifm,  have  in  a  very  little  time  outftripped 
even  in  true  knowledge  others,  in  whom  the  reverfc 
had  been  the  cafe  ;  while  on  the  other  hand  all  who  af- 
ter baptifm,  as  it  were,  ftand  ftill,  and  make  no  advances 
in  tt-race,  remain  alfo  behind-hand  in  regard  to  know- 
ledo^e.  And  according  as  the  baptized  make  thefe  equal 
advances  in  grace  and  in  knowledge,  they  are  further  pre- 
pared and  introduced  into  the  participation  of  all  privi- 
leges  of  the  kingdom  of  grace. 

§  25- 

I  now  proceed  to  the  holy  facraments,  viz.  Baptifm^ 
and  the  Lord's- /upper. 

Holy  baptifm  is  admlniftered,  either   to  children    of 
believing  parents,  or  to  adult  perfons. 

As  to  the  baptifm  of  children^  the  father  immediately 
notifies  the  birth  of  his  child,  to  the  miffionary,  and  fo- 
jicits  for  baptifm.  This  tranfaftion  is  performed  in  the 
next  enfuing  meeting  where  all  are  together  (for  it  is 
o-enerally  done  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  congrega- 
tion) and  needs  no  delay,  as  the  Greenlanders  are  under 
mo  neceffity  of  preparing  any  thing,  a  chriftening-feaH  ' 
or  the  like.  But  if  the  child  is  weakly,  it  is  baptized 
dire£lly  in  the  noufe  or  tent  of  the  parents ;  and  if  it  is 
late,  or  bad  weather,  it  is  pofiponed  till  the  next  morn- 
ing. The  midwife,  and  often  the  mother  with  her, 
brings  the  child  quite  naked  (for  they  have  no  fwad- 
dling  cloaths)  to  a  ocaconefs,  who  dreffes  it  in  its  bap- 
tifmal  garment,  and  after  the  miffionary  has  addrefTed 
the  congrecration,  and  efpecially  the  children  in  a  fhort 
difcourfe,  fhe  prefents  the  child  to  him,  and  he  biefies 
it  in  a  fhort  prayer  with  impofition  of  hand,  and  then 

baptizeth 
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baptizeth  it  into  the  death  of  Jefus  with  the  ufual  words : 
N.  N.  /  baptize  thee  in  the  name  of  the  Father^  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Gho/i.  The  child  is  then  carried  to 
fome  of  the  helpers,  who  as  fponfors,  impart  alfo  their 
bieffing  unto  it  with  impofition  of  hands,  and  th» 
whole  is  concluded  with  Tinging  fome  fuitable  verfes. 

In  the  fummer  when  the  parents  live  abroad  in  tents, 
they  themfelves  bring  their  child  to  be  baptized  ;  but  in 
cafe  of  neceflity  one  of  the  miffionarles  goes  to  them, 
and  vifits  at  the  fame  time  the  neighbouring  heathens. 

The  brethren  do  not  baptize  the  children  of  heathens, 
not  even  of  thofe  who  live  with  the  congregation,  fmce 
they  have  no  fure  profpecl  of  their  education  till  one 
of  the  parents,  if  not  both,  are  baptized,  or  at  leaft 
received  among  the  candidates  for  baptifm.  And  when 
they  are  fo,  yet  thofe  children  whom  they  brought  with 
them  not  quite  young,  and  no  more  (to  ule  that  phrafe) 
innocent,  are  not  baptized  until  they  arrive  to  years  of 
difcretion,  and  have  received  needful  inftruction. 

§  26. 

With  thefe  laft  and  with  all  the  adult,  they  proceed 
in  the  following  order : 

•  When  they  are  fully  fatisfied  that  it  is  their  fixed 
intent  to  continue  with  the  believers,  and  are  aiTured  by 
the  helpers,  that  they  have  frequently  expreffed  a  defire 
after  baptifm,  conftantly  attended  the  public  meetings, 
dropt  their  fuperftitious  cufiroms,  and  walked  orderly 
among  the  heathens  as  v/eli  as  among  the  believers  ; 
and  when  it  alfo  appears,  by  frequent  converfations 
with  them,  that  they  are  inwardly  moved  with  longing 
to  change  their  unhappy  ftate  for  a  happy  one  ;  then  a 
miffionary  fpeaks  with  them,  (with  the  women  a  dea- 
conefs  fpeaks,  or  at  leafr  fhe  is  always  prefent)  and  puts 
their  defire,  and  the  testimonies  of  the  helpers,  to  a 
farther  proof.  Their  requeft  is  then  confidered  of  in  a 
conference  of  the  German  labourers,  and  if  no  material 
objection  appears,  they  are  received  among  the  can- 
didates for  baptifm  on  the  next  congregation-day,  and  re- 
commended in  a  prayer  unto  the  Lord. 

From  that  time  they  are  properly  looked  upon  as 
catechumens   or    candidates    for    baptifm  j    it   may    be 

depended 
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depended  upon  that  they  will  ftay,  (and  indeed  the?r 
heathen  relations  now  give  up  all  hopes  of  drawing  them 
away)  they  enjoy  henceforth,  in  common  v/ith  the 
baptized,  their  proper  meetings  for  inflrudtion,  and  are 
more  vifited,  fpoke  to,  and  cared  for  than  heretofore, 
in  order  to  give  them  a  clear  idea  of  the  fundamental 
truths  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  efpccially  the  better 
to  attend  the  inward  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoil  in  their 
hearts.  Trial  is  alfo  made  whether  they  can  learn  by 
heart  fome  cardinal  pieces  which  comprize  the  chriilian 
doctrine,  particularly  the  Apoftles  creed,  with  Luther  i 
expofitioa  of  it;  but  it  is  not  abfolutely,  required',- 
t'fpecially  of  aged  people^  that  they  fliouM  be  able  to 
repeat  it  thus  by  mem.ory,  but  the  miflionaries  are 
fatisfied,  if  in  a  way  of  free  catechifation,  they  can  give 
anfwers  concerning  their  conceptions  of  the  gofpel-truth, 
and  concerning  the  ground  of  the  hope  that  is  in  themj 
in  all  which  m.ore  regard  is  naid  to  the  uprightnefs  of 
their  heart,  than  the  promptnefs  of  their  memory  and 
underftanding,  or  the  fluency  of  their  mouth. 

The  reafon  why  our  miirionaries  infift  fo  little  on 
learning  by  rote,  and  are  content  wkh  fo  much  ^s  the 
catechuiilens  retain  of  what  they  are  taught  from  time  to 
time,  may  probably  be,  becaufe  they  have  with  forrow 
obferved,  how  little  ufually,  even  in  the  midll  of 
Chriltendom,  the  many  years  toil  in  learning  by  heart, 
iind  repeating  fo  many  doctrinal  formularies  and  fyftem?, 
has  contributed  towards  even  enlio-htenino-  the  under- 
ftanding,  not  to  fay  changing  the  heart  and  promoting 
true  praiStical  chriilianity.  The  truth  of  this  many  of 
the  ferious  clergy  acknowledge  and  bemoan. 

However  I  muft  not  omit  mentioning  on  this  occafion, 
that  at  prefent  many  Greenlanders  of  both  fexes,  who 
have  had  their  education  among  the  brethren,  and  have 
iearnt  at  fchool  to  read  well,  take  pleafure  in  entertaining 
the  aged  people  at  leifare  hours  with  reading  fomethin;^ 
to  them;  and  thefe  latter  retain  more  in  their  memories 
by  this  method  than  if  they  were  forced  to  commit  it  to 
memory.  For  love  and  inclination  to  a  thing,  makes 
all  labour  eafy. 
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§.27-  . 

Now  fince  not  much  fcience  is  required  of  the  cate- 
chumens, but  a  fimple,  yet  heart- fprung  knowledge  and 
confcfiion  of  their  unhappy  fituation,  and  a  true' defire 
after  the  rinhes  of  falvation  in  the  kingdom  of  God  j 
it  may  fo  fall  out,  that  feme  attain  to  holy  baptifm  ia 
four  weeks  time,  (though  this  cafe  is  very  rare)  and 
others,  who  remain  defedVive  in  thefe  points,  not  till 
after  whole  years;  for  care  is  taken  to  admin ifter  it  only 
to  thofe,  who  not  only  fue  for,  but  know  what  it  is,  and 
why  they  fue  for  it. 

Adult  pftrfons  are  not  baptized  fingly,  but  always 
feveral  too-ethcr.  Thefe  folemn  tranfa^tions  are  generallv 
performed  on  a  congregation-day,  or  feifival,  when  all 
the  people  can  be  prefent,  the  catechumens  having  been 
iirft  clofelv  examined  once  more  concernino;  their  minJ 
and  heart  j  (byt  the  fick,  and  thofe  upon  the  point  of 
death,  are  baptized  in  their  houfes  in  prefence  of  fome 
of  their  friends.)  After  a  difcourfe  to  the  congregation 
and  a  particular  addrefs  to  the  candidates,  they  are 
publickly  afked  feveral  queftions,  which  they  mult 
anfwer,  confifting  chieHy  of  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
mifery,  a  profeffion  of  their  foul's  defire  after  the  blood 
of  Jeius,  and  an  open  and  folemn  declaration  of  their 
intention  in  regard  to  their  fyture  courfc.  Then  the 
miffionary  with  impofition  of  hands,  and  during  a  moll 
fervent  prayer,  pronounces  the  exorcifm,  declares  them  ti> 
be  now  fet  free  from  the  powers  of  darknefs,  abfolves 
and  claims  them  for  Chrift  as  their  rightful  Lord. 
Thereupon  the  fervants  bring  in  the  water,  and  Ibmc 
fuitable  verfes  are  fung,  as  "  The  water  fpouting  from 
*'  his  fide,— the  foldier's  fpear  had  open'd  wide,  &c.'' 
Or,  "  The  eye  fees  water,  nothing  more, — how  it  is 
**  poured  out  by  men  ;— ^but  faith  alone  conceives  th« 
*'  pow'r-^of  Jefu's  blood  to  make  us  clean,  &:c/' 
Then  one  candidate  after  the  other  kneeling  dow!i 
before  the  water,  is  by  the  miffionary  with  a  bafon 
plentifully  overftreamed  three  times,  whilft  the  words 
ufual  at  baptifm  are  repeated.  This  being  done, 
.each  of  them  feparately  is  blefTed  by  the  German 
laJbourers  of  his  or  her  fex,   with  impofition  of  hand^ 

ajid 
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and  confirmed  in  a  view  to  the  perpetual  prefervatioa. 
of  their  garments  of  falvation. 

What  an  em.phatical  imprefHon  holy  baptifm  makes 
on  the  Greenlanders,  how  efScacious  the  blood  of  Jefus 
rs  upon  them,  and  how  moft  of  them  go  on,  and  grow 
in  the  grace  then  conferred,  the  following  general  obfer- 
vation,  beildes  many  joyful  inftances  already  mentioned 
may  demonftrate,  viz.  that  of  all  the  Greenlanders  hi- 
therto baptized  by  the  brethren,  only  one  has  gone  away 
and  relapfed  into  his  former  heathenifm.  May  our  Sa- 
viour maintain  this  blefling  for  the  future  alfo  to  the 
Greenland  milHon  for  his  holy  wounds  fake ! 

§  28. 

In  regard  to  the  admiflion  to  the  Lord's-fupper,  it 
proceeds  flower  ftill.  Speculative  knowledge  is  not  the 
qualification  they  look  after  in  this  cafe  neither,  but  yet 
they  require  a  living  knowledge,  and,  befides  a  blame- 
lefs  walk  and  converfation,  above  all  things  a  true 
feeling  of  poverty  of  fpirit,  and  an  inward  hunger  and 
thirft  after  all  the  good  things  difpcnfed  in  the  houfe  of 
God. 

The  candidates  having  received  a  competent  idea  of 
this  great  myftery  by  frequent  inftru6tions,  are  allowed 
to  be  prefent  as  fpedtators  at  the  adminiftration  of  the 
holy  communion  for  the  firft  time ;  for  hitherto  they 
have  feen  nothing  of  it,  to  the  end,  they  may  be  fpared 
all  reprefentations  and  fpeculations  ufelefs,  yea  perhaps 
hurtful  to  the  heart  on  fo  weighty  a  fubjedl.  The  com- 
inunion  being  ended,  they  are  placed  before  the  con- 
gregation, recei\^e  the  klfs  of  peace  from  their  labourers, 
and  are  thereby  confirmed  and  afTured  of  a  fpeedy 
admiflion  to  the  participation  itfelf ;  and  in  cafe  nothing 
intervenes  mean  while  which  fhouldjuftly  retard  this 
blefling,  they  are  admitted  the  next  time,  having  been 
previoufly  bieffed  thereto  by  impofition  of  hands  juft 
before  the  confecration  of  the  elements. 

§   29. 

A  few  days  before  each  communion,  the  communi- 
cants come  to  the  miflionaries  to  be  )"poken  with,  who 
learn    thereby    their    prefent  fituation   of  mind  j    what 

defire 
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define  they  have  after  the  holy  facrament ;  what  im- 
pediment may  perhaps  have  occurred  to  ob{lru<5l  it ;  and 
they  endeavour  either  totally  to  remove  fuch  an  impedi- 
ment, or  perfuade  them  npt  to  partake  for  this  time. 
They  fpeak  feparately  with  every  communicant,  though 
fometimes  the  mifTionary  and  his  wife  fpeak  with  a 
married  couple  together. 

The  Lord's-fupper  is  commonly  held  once  a  month. 
The  table  (which  ferves  for  laying  the  book  on  at 
preaching  as  well  as  for  an  altar)  is  on  this  occafion 
covered  with  a  white  cloth.  The  mifTionary  and  deacon 
wear  white  furplices.  This  is  all  that  occurs  in  regard 
to  the  ceremonial  part. 

After  a  fhort  difcourfe,  the  public  penitential  con- 
feflion  is  made  in  a  prayer  kneeling,  and  thereupon  the 
abfolution  is  pronounced  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
Then  the  element  of  bread  is  confecrated  with  the  words 
of  inflitution,  and  diftributed  by  two  deacons  during 
the  finging  of  fome  facrament-hymns.  The  communi- 
cants remain  in  their  places  {landing,  and  when  the 
bleiTed  bread  has  been  diftributed,  they  all  together  kneel 
down,  and  at  the  words  :  Take^  eat,  this  is  his  body  !  they 
partake  together  at  once,  adoring  him  f»r  his  goodnefs 
in  filence. 

Some  verfes  afterwards  concerning  the  holy  body  of  the 
Lord  being  fung  ;  the  wine  is  likewile  confecrated,  and 
then  diftributed  to  one  after  the  other,  whiift  the  lincrino- 
out  of  fome  hymns  concerning  his  paffion  is  continued. 
Laftly  they  give  each  other  the  kifs  of  peace. 

On  the  morning  following,  the  communicants 
aflemble  again  in  the  hall,  and  keep  a  liturgy  either 
kneeling,  or,  if  there  be  place  fufficient,  proftrate  on 
their  faces,  exprefling  their  gratitude  of  heart  with  fo 
many  tender  fighs  and  aftedlionate  tears,  that  even  a 
heart  of  ftone  might  be  afFe6led  with  the  fight. 

Thofe  that  are  fick,  receive  their  fhare  thereof  in  their 
houfes.  There  is  no  communion  kept  apart  for  thofe 
in  the  article  of  death,  except  it  happens  at  the  ufual 
communion-time. 

With  what  defire  the  Greenlanders  are  lookino-  out 
for  the  time  of  every  communion,  and  what  peculiar 
grace  prevails  at  the  participation  thereof,  the  accounts 
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of  the  laft  years  fufRciently  teftify.  I  need  not,  nor  do  I 
choofe  to  expatiate  upon  it. 

§  30- 
On  Maundy-Thurfday,  (about  which  time  they  arc 

all  together  again)  another  folemnity  is  conne6led  with 

the  holy  facrament,  viz.  that  the  communicants  have 

their  Jgape  and  Pedilavium. 

The  agape's  or  love-feafts  (which  are  alfo  kept  on 
other  occafions,  as  on  feftivals  or  memorial-days,  fome- 
times  with  all  the  baptized,  at  other  times  with  a  certain 
clafs  of  them)  are  generally  begun  with  a  hymn,  con- 
tinued with  fuitable  converfation,  and  concluded  with 
a  fhort  difcourfe.  The  repaft  confifts  of  dried  capelins, 
or  bifcuits,  that  are  fent  to  them  from  Europe  by  fome 
friend  or  other  for  this  purpofe. 

The  labourers  adminifter  the  pedilavium  in  two 
diftindt  meetings,  each  among  their  own  fex  apart,  firft 
the  brethren  and  then  the  fifters.  Firft  of  all,  when  the 
paflage,  concerning  this  holy  a£l:,  John  xiii.  has  been 
read,  they  jointly  implore  abfolution.  Then  the  mifiio- 
nary,  aflifted  by  the  deacons,  and  fometimes  alfo  by 
fome  of  the  Greenland-helpers,  begins  to  wafh  the 
brethren's  feet,  and  to  wipe  them  with  a  towel,  and  all 
the  while  fome  verfes  are  fung  concerning  the  cleanfmg 
virtue  of  the  blood  of  Chrift.  Among  the  women,  the 
deaconefles,  aflifted  by  fome  of  the  national  helpers  of 
their  fex,  perform  this  fame  a6l,  the  pfalmody  by  the 
miffionary  being  ftill  continued  and  heard  by  the  af- 
fembly. 

§  31- 

About  this  time,    when  the  Greenlanders  will  (hortly 

difperfe,  and  alfo  v/hen  they  are  come  together  again, 
the  miffionaries  take  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  feparate- 
ly,  not  only  with  the  communicants,  as  they  do  once 
a  month,  but  alfo  with  all  the  baptized  and  catechumens, 
great  and  frrtall,  in  order  to  be  afcertained  how  far  they 
have  increafed  during  that  fpace  in  their  knowledge  and 
acquaintance  with  the  Saviour ;  to  put  them  in  mind, 
before  their dilperfion,  upon  what  foundation  they  were 
brought  together  and  baptized,  and  to  exhort  them  to 
a  godly  walk  and  converfation  among  the  heathens  j  and 

to 
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to  be  able  to  judge  at  their  return,  how  far  they 
have  adled  conformably  to  their  promifes  and  engage- 
ments. 

In  cafe  any  differences  happen  between  them,  they 
are  made  up  in  love,  and  further  variance  prevented. 
If  any  one  has  erred,  he  is  fet  right  with  the  fpirit  of 
meeknefs,  and  exhorted  to  the  needful  circumfpeclion 
and  vigilance.  But  fuch,  whofe  hearts  have  deviated 
from  the  Lord,  and  who  have  a6fed  againft  their  know- 
ledge and  confcience,  are  once  or  oftner  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  partaking  of  the  holy  facrament  j  or,  in 
cafe  of  public  offence,  or  according  to  other  circum- 
ftances,  even  publickly  excluded  the  congregation,  until 
the  party  feeks  and  finds  his  heart  again,  and  having 
obtained  new  grace,  is  enabled  to  reform  his  converfatioa 
and  lead  a  better  life. 

§  32. 

Hence  it  will  appear,  why  the  brethren  have  alfb 
introduced  among  the  Greenlanders  the  fo  called  choir- 
divifions,  or  a  feparation  of  the  adult  unmarried  people 
of  both  fexes,  which  is  fettled  in  all  proper  and  regu- 
lated congregations  of  the  brethren.  The  moft  deplo- 
rable experience  of  the  general  corruption  of  all  nations, 
let  them  live  in  hot  or  cold  climates,  let  them  be  rough 
er  polite,  bond  or  free,  has  put  the  watchmen  of  the 
brethren's-church  under  a  neceflity  of  thinking  in  time 
of  a  needful  feparation  of  the  two  fexes,  in  order  the 
better  to  realize  the  rule  of  the  apoftle  :  That  every  one  of  you 
/hould  know  how  to  pojjefs  his  vejfel  in  fanSiification  and  honour 'y 
not  in  the  luft  of  concupijcence^  even  as  the  Gentiles  which  know 
not  God.  The  brethren  have  found  the  Greenlanders,  in 
refpedl  to  this  depravity,  notwithftanding  their  appear- 
ance of  modefty  and  refervednefs,  nothing  better  than 
others,  and  therefore  determined  to  prevent  fuch  things 
by  means  of  a  chriflian  regulation  ;  which  at  the  firft 
view,  one  fliould  be  inclined  to  pronounce  impracticable, 
with  fuch  an  unreflrained  and  diforderly  nation.  But 
fmce  the  late  Judith,  after  her  return  from  Europe 
1749,  made  a  beginning  with  the  young  women  her 
companions,  to  live  in  a  houfe  feparately  by  themfelves  ; 
the  widows,  and  foon  after  the  young  men,  followed 
the  example,  and  built  themfelvci  choir-houfes  \  and  we 
E  e  .-;  have 
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have  found  that  this  manner  of  life  is  not  detrimental  to 
their  outward  ceconomy,  nor  flops  the  mutual  aid 
betwixt  them  and  the  families,  but  in  many  refpedls 
makes  it  eafier.  On  the,  other  hand,  it  contributes 
greatly  to  their  growmg  in  grace,  to  the  prefervatiort 
of  young  and  tender  minds  in  foul  and  body,  and  to  the 
cutting  off  innumerable  dangers  and  occafions  of  fin. 
In  thele  houfes  they  dwell,  pray,  and  work  for  them- 
felves,  under  the  infpe6lion  of  one  or  more  of  their  own 
fort  and  rank  ;  and  here  they  alfo  prove  very  beneficial 
to  thofe  youths,  or  great  girls  refpe6lively,  who  do  not 
live  any  more  with  their  parents,  and  perhaps  on  account 
of  work  cannot  fo  often  frequent  the  fchools,  by  in- 
ftru£ling  them  in  reading  and  other  needful  learning, 
and  by  initiating  them  in  fuch  labour  as  will  be  ufeful  to 
them  in  their  future  courfe. 

§  S3- 

Every  week  there  is  a  feparate  exhortation  given  to 
each  of  thefe  choir-divifions,  viz.  the  children,  the  fingle- 
brethren,  the  fingle  fifters,  the  married  people,  and  the 
widows.  Befides  this,  each  choir  is  fubdivided  into 
clafTes  or  bands,  each  of  which  confifts  of  from  fix  to 
ten  perfons. 

The  choir-exhortations  are  delivered  on  Sundays  by, 
one  of  the  miffionaries.  Next  to  juftifieation  or  forgive- 
nefs  of  fins  by  grace  through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift,  which 
is  the  beginning  and  foundation  of  all  bappinefs  and 
falvation,  there  is  efpecially  recommended  to  them  the 
fandtification  of  the  foul  and  all  the  members,  as  grounded 
on  the  merits  of  Chrift,  through  the  daily  renewal  and 
fpi  inkling  of  his  blood ;  and  this,  according  to  the 
difl'erent  outward  fituation  of  each,  ajid  bis  inward 
capacity. 

The  bands  are  kept  once  or  twice  a  week,  moftly 
by  the  national  helpers  of  the  fame  fex  and  ftate,  and  are 
alfo  vifited  from  time  to  time  by  the  miffionaries  and 
their  German  affiftants. 

In  thefe  fmall  companies,  the  bufincfs  is  not  preaching 
or  catechizing,  but  in  a  way  of  familiar  converfation 
each  fpeaks  openly  and  frankly  of  the  ftate  of  his  heart 
in  general,  his  increafe  in  grace,  or  whatever  has  proved 

an 
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an  impediment  to  him  therein,  and  they  are  occafionally 
<lire£led  how  to  proceed,  admonifhed  or  encouraged. 
At  times  the  mifliorraries  have  a  conference  with  the 
helpers  who  prefide  in  thefe  bands,  to  learn  the  fituation 
of  their  people,  and  to  give  them  fome  needful  in- 
ftru6tions. 

§  34-     .    . 

I  will  now  give  a  fliort  defcriptlon  of  thefe  feveral 
choirs  from  the  youngeft  to  the  oldefl,  according  to  their 
outward  circumftances.  1  fhall  follow  the  order  in  which 
on  Sundays  their  meetings  are  kept,  and  the  do6lrine 
Suitable  for  each  applied  to  them. 

The  fucklings  or  children  on  the  arm  are  carried  by 
their  mothers  into  the  hall ;  the  mifTionary  fmgs  fome 
verfes  with  them,  and  gives  the  mothers  fome  ufeful 
counfel  concerning  a  chriftian  education  of  them. 

When  they  are  above  four  years  old,  they  are  reckoned 
among  the  children.  Thefe  on  Sundays,  the  bovs  as  well 
as  the  girls,  have  their  exhortation  apart,  but  on  the 
week  days  they  are  catechized  every  morning  together,- 
and  then  they  have  their  feparate  fchools  according  to 
their  fexes,  where  they  learn  to  read,  and  the  bigger 
ones  to  write.  Their  fchool-books  are  a  Greenlandilh 
primer  and  reading-book,  which  alio  contains  the -edifying 
lives  of  feveral  happy  deceafed  little  children.  When 
farther  advanced,  they  read  Luther's  catechifm,  the  four 
evangelill:s,  and  the  Adts  of  the  Apoftles,  as  tranflated  by 
profelTor  Paul  Egede^  if  they  can  procure  them  ;  alfo  a 
little  hymn-book  tranflated  by  the  brethren,  together 
with  the  hiftory  of  our  Saviour's  paflion  and  his  laft 
difcourfes,  according  to  the  harmony  of  the  four 
evangelifts,  printed  at  Utrecht  1759*.  As  they  have 
no  letters  of  their  own,  the  Latin  letters  were  introduced 
among  them,  as  the  eafiefl:  and  plaineft,  and  thefe  they 
have  learnt  to  write  in  a  very  neat  and  pretty  orthogra- 
phical manner.  Thofe  that  have  tafte  and  capacity  for 
mufic,  are  inftrudted  apart  therein.  At  the  conclufion 
of  their  daily  fchool-hours,  they  learn  fome  fcripture- 
text,  or  fome  verfe  out  of  the  hymn-book,  which  proves 

*  There  are  indeed  fome  other  parts  of  holy  fcrlpture,  as  well  of  the 
dd  as  the  Nsw-Teftament,  that  have  been  tranfiated  by  the  mi/Tionaries, 
ipnd  nfed  with  bleffing,  but  not  having  been  prii.ted,  thefe  pieces  have  not 
ieen  fo  generally  introduced  among  the  Greenlanders. 

E  e  3  no 
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no  difficult  tafk  to  them,  as  they  are  daily  occupied  with, 
and  catechized  upon  fuchlike  matters. 

In  the  afternoon  there  is  no  fchcol  kept,  becaufe  both 
the  brethren  are  otherwife  engaged,  and  the  children 
then  affift  their  parents  in  houftiold  affairs ;  the  boys  alfo 
muft  exercife  themfelves  in  rowing  their  kajaks,  and 
throwing  darts.  In  the  fummer,  when  they  go  abroad 
with  their  parents,  the  fchool  is  intirely  intermitted. 
And  yet  they  make  quicker  progrefs  in  learning,  than 
one  fhould  expedl  from  Greenland  children.  I  obferved, 
that  many  children  learnt  to  read  in  one  winter,  and 
fome  youths  by  repeating  their  lefion  at  home  to  one 
another,  have  learnt  by  heart  the  fecond,  which  is  the 
largeft  part  of  the  Creed  in  one  day.  But  all  mufl:  be 
done  without  compulfion.  They  are  in  general  very 
willing  and  eager  to  learn,  and  when  they  grow  weary, 
the  on  y  way  to  encourage  them  is,  by  kindnefs  and 
heartinefs. 

When  they  attain  to  the  age  of  twelve  years,  they  are 
received  into  the  great  hoys  or  great  girls  choir.  From 
that  time  they  commonly  live  in  the /mgle  brethren's  or  fm- 
gk  fijhrs  choir-houfe ;  and  when  twenty  years  ©f  age,  they 
are  incorporated  into  the  choir  of  the  imgle  brethren  or 
fingle  fifters.  The  boys  diet  with  their  parents  or 
relations ;  but  the  girls  fetch  their  vifluals  from  their 
parents,  and  drefs  it  in  their  houfe.  Yet  fuch  of  them 
who  are  at  fervice  in  fome  family,  and  perhaps  tend 
children,  have  their  fupport  and  abode  with  them  by 
day. 

§35- 

How  the  married  people  conduft  their  ceconomical  af- 
fairs, and  treat  their  children,  is  already  mentioned 
above  *. 

The  brethren  do  not  allow  here,  any  more  than  in 
other  congregations,  that  fingle  people  af  different  fexes 
have  any  familiar  converfation  with  each  other  publicly 
(much  lefs  privately)  except  what  the  moil:  neceffary  ci- 
vil affairs  may  require ;  or  that  they  carry  on  courtfliips 
for  years  together,  whereby  occafion  is  often  given  for 
hurtful  fpeeches,  if  not  actions.  A  widower,  efpecially 
if*he  hath  fmali  children,  cannot  remain  long  without  a 

*  ^  4,  and  5j 
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helpmate.  And  as  foon  as  a  fingle  Grecnlander  has  at- . 
tained  his  20th  year,  and  is  judged  capable  of  maintain- 
ing a  family,  marriage  muft  be  thought  of  for  him  too. 
In  this  point  they  are  cared  for  by  their  parents,  or,  if 
they  have  none  living,  by  their  teachers.  For  although 
every  one  is  at  liberty  to  move  the  matter  himfelf,  yet 
they  feldom  do  it,  well-knowing  that  the  brethren  ftudy 
their  good,  and  yet  withal  allow  them  all  the  liberty 
they  can  wifh  for.  The  altering  of  his  condition  is  pro- 
pofed  to  fuch  a  young  man  j  he  is  interrogated  whether 
or  no  he  has  made  his  choice  already?  if  he  has,  it  is 
gladly  approved  of,  unlefs  there  is  ground  to  fear  its  pro- 
ving detrimental  to  his  temporal  and  fpiritual  welfare, 
or  that  it  is  the  contrivance  of  over-bufy  and  unwife 
people.  But  if  he  has  not  fixed  on  any  pcrfon,  then  a 
propofal  is  made  to' him.  And  as  the  miffionaries  re- 
Icrve  the  power,  in  cafe  of  a  too  hafty  or  abfurd  choice, 
to  deny  the  Greenlander  the  marriage-ceremony ;  fo 
likewife  the  Greenlander  has  it  at  his  option,  to  rejefl  a 
propofal  made  to  him.  Proper  time  having  been  taken 
to  confider  of  the  matter,  and  the  man  being  come  to 
a  refolution,  the  affair  is  communicated  to  the  intended 
fpoufe :  the  men  indeed  are  not  fo  difficult,  but  the 
women  ftart  more  fcruplcs.  For  though  they  no  more 
imitate  the  former  unfeemly  geftures  of  the  heathens, 
pull  off  their  hair  and  run  away  in  a  fury,  yet  they  of- 
ten give  a  flat  denial,  after  which  all  perfuafions  are  in 
vain.  When  the  two  parties  concerned  are  come  to  an 
agreement,  they  are,  after  a  fhort  exhortation,  promlfed 
or  betrothed  in  prefence  of  their  relations ;  and  their  in- 
tention is  then  made  known  to  the  congregation,  and 
they  are  recommended  to  their  prayers.  After  fome 
time  they  are  joined  together  in  holy  matrimony  by  the 
miffionary,  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Trinity ;  where- 
upon each  takes  leave  of  his  or  her  former  choir  at  a 
love-feaff,  and  receives  its  heft  wifhes  for  their  new 
ftate. 

§  36. 
The  brethren  do  not  allow  their  men  to  marry  hea- 
then wives,  nor  do  they  gtve  or  yield  up  any  baptized 
woman  in  marriage  unto  an  heathen  man,  with  the  in 
this   cafe   precarious  hppe,  that  the  unbeliever  may  be 

£04  won 
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won  by  the  believer.  No  one  has  liberty  to  marry  more 
than  one  wife,  nor  to  put  away  the  wife  he  has.  They 
cfteem  the  marriage-bond  indiflbluhle,  even  when  mar- 
riages were  contracfled  by  perfons  in  the  ftate  of  their 
ignorance  and  heathenifm,  and  not  in  the  moft  orderly 
manner;  and  for  this  reafon  they  exhort  them  to  all 
conjugal  fidelity  and  benevolence.  Neither  do  they  per- 
mit any  Greenlander,  to  dwell  among  their  people,  who 
has  left  his  wife  under  the  pretence  of  her  being  a  hin- 
dra;ice  to  him  in  becoming  a  chriflian :  fuch  a  one 
might  fecretly  have  entertained  the  fmifter  view  to 
obtain  another,  perhaps  a  baptized  fiOer  that  was  more 
agreeable  to  him.  No  married  woman  is  received  into 
the  brethren's  fettlement  without  her  hufband's  confent, 
except  (he  has  indeed  been  put  away.  The  brethren 
abhor  all  fuch  means  of  increafing  the  number  of  their 
chriftian  flock,  and  all  fuch  profelytes  that  are  made  out 
of  carnal  views,  and  contrary  to  divine  as  well  as  human 
regulations. 

But  when  married  people  from  among  the  heathen 
are  baptized,  and  at  length  both  of  them  admitted  to 
the  Lord's-fuppcr,  they  are  blefl:  by  impofition  of  hands, 
in  the  face  of  the  congregation,  and  recommended  to 
rhe  grace  of  God  by  prayer,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to 
conduct  themfclvcs  in  their  flate,  as  becomes  members 
of  Chrifl,  and  as  is  pleifing  unto  God  ;  which  tran-r 
f.i6lion  they  ftiis,  the  receiving  the  bleffing  of  the 
church. 

§  37- 
■     When  m.arried  people  are  parted  by  death,  the  zutdotv- 

er   remains  in  his  cottage,  and   after  feme   time  marries 
airain  if  he  is  not  fuperannuated. 

In  cafe  a  zvidow  has  finall  cnildren,  flie  continues  in 
her  former  habitation  for  their  fake,  till  they  are  fit  to 
move  into  the  choir-houfe  either  of  the  fingie  brethren 
or  iingle  lifters,  or  go  to  fervice  in  fome  family.  Then 
Ihe  herfelf  moves  into  the  widows  houfe,  except  flie  has 
children  who  are  marrii^d,  and  continues  with  them  to 
tend  htr  little  grand-children  ;  but  (he  concerns  her- 
felf no  further  in  houfe-keeping.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  fhe  has  up-grown  unmarried  fons,  fhe  keeps  houfe 
for  them,  but   always  in  connexion   with    that    family 

With 
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with  whom  they  grew  up ;  as  they  in  return  are  under 
an  obligation  to  affift  fuch  a  family  in  their  old  age,  and 
even  to  train  up  their  children. 

If  there  be  any  chattels  left  after  a  man's  death,  and 
no  upgrown  fons,  then  his  boat,  tent  and  implements 
are  given  to  another  man,  who  is  thereby  obligated  to 
maintain  the  widow  and  to  bring  up  her  children. 
What  other  little  matters  (he  has  left  her,  fhe  difpofes 
of  for  her  own  and  her  children's  neceflities  as  fhe 
thinks  fit. 

§38. 

When  the  Greenlanders  tall  fick,  the  brethren  muft 
alfo  be  their  bodily  phyficians,  and  aflift  them  either 
with  medicines  fent  them  by  their  European  friends  for 
that  purpofe,  or  with  bleeding,  which  is  of  great  ufe  in 
fevers  brought  on  by  their  frequent  catching  cold,  they 
being  very  plethoric.  At  fuch  times  they  are  diligently  vi- 
fited,  and  alfo  nurfed,  as  the  Greenlanders  themfelves 
are  exceeding  ignorant  and  aukward   in  that  refpedt. 

They  fpend  their  time  of  ficknefs  in  a  manner  fui- 
table  to  chriftians,  who  are  not  afraid  to  die,  but  rather 
defire  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Chrift.  Of  this  chear- 
fulnefs  and  confident  defire  we  have  feen  fuch  ftriking  in- 
ftances,  as  one  could  fcarcely  expecl  from  fuch,  who  but  a 
little  while  ago  were  blind  pagans.  Yea  we  have  found, 
even  in  thofe,  who  after  their  baptifm  did  not  altogether 
profper  to  our  wifh  before,  fuch  a  change  for  the  better 
wrought  fome  time  hd'<  r^  their  ficknefs,  and  fuch  a  good 
profpe6t  of  their  anfwering  our  whole  heart's  expeilation, 
that  we  have  been  often  obliged  to  fay:  "All  is  well, 
that  ends  well." 

When  their  life  is  come  to  its  final  period,  the  bleffing 
of  the  congreo;ation  is  imparted  unto  them,  by  one  of 
their  teachers,  with  impofition  of  hands,  during  the 
(inging  of  fome  verfes  and  prayer.  And  as  foon  as  the 
fpirit  is  8:one  over  into  Jefus's  hands,  the  relations  drefs 
the  corpfe  in  the  Greenland -fafhiQn,  and  inftead  of  put- 
ting it  into  a  coffin,  they  few  it  up  in  a  fkin.  Being 
laid  on  a  bier,  it  is  covered  with  a  white  cloth,  on  which 
a  Greenlandilh  verfe  to  this  effect  is  leo-ible,  the  letters 
being  formed  with  red  ribbands  :  Tou  bear  me  now  to  my 
repoje — Oi  once  they  hore  my  Lord-^-^and  ai  his  facred  body 
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refe^-^fo  mine  Jhall  be  rejlord.  A  funeral-difcourfe  being 
kept  in  the  hall,  four  Greenlanders  carry  the  corpfe  to 
the  burying-ground,  the  miiTionary  going  before,  and 
the  Greenlanders  following  after,  two  by  two.  There  it 
is  depofited  in  a  tomb  walled  up  with  flones,  during  the 
fingifig  of  a  hymn  j  and  after  praying  out  of  the  litany 
the  following  petitions,  among  others :  Keep  us  in  ever~ 
lofting  fellowjhip  voith  the  whole  church  triumphant^  particu~ 
larly  with -our  brother  [ox  fijler)  N.  N.  ^c.  the  bkfling  of 
the  Lord  is  pronounced,  and  the  grave  covered  in  with 
broad  ftones  and  green  fods. 

One  cannot  cenfure  the  Greenlanders  on  account  of 
the  tears  they  flied  at  the  departure  of  their  beloved  re- 
lations ;  but  their  former  fuperftitious  cuftoms,  and  vifits- 
of  condolance  accompanied -ivith  bowlings,  both  at  their 
houfes  and  graves,  are  utterly  abolifhed,  becaufe  they 
believe  the  refurrection  gf  the  body,  and  the  life  ever* 
iafting. 

,  §  39- 

For  a  conclulion,    I  wjII  infert  out  of  the  brethren's 

church-book,  the  rtumber  of  Greenlanders  baptized  by 
them  from  the  year  1739  till  the  fall  1762.  Their 
number  in  New-Herrnhuth  amounts  to  fomewhat  above 
700,  befides  thofe  at  whofe  baptifm  they  affifted  the 
late  miflionary  Drachart,  or  whom  they  baptized  at  the 
colony  by  fpecial  requeft,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Danifli 
miffionary ;  and  befides  thofe  baptized  at  Lichtenfels. 
Out  of  thefe,  250  are  already  at  home  with  the  Lord,  and 
jnany  have  been  fpared  for  the  fettlement  at  Lichtenfels, 
^nd  yet  the  congregation  at  New  -  Herrnhuth  confifts 
at  prefent  of  421  baptized  brethren  and  fifters,  of  whom 
1 74  are  communicants.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  39  cate- 
chumens, and  1 1-  new-comers  ;  fo  that  the  fum  total 
of  inhabitants  is  at  this  time  471. 

To  take  them  according  to  the  choir-divifions,  there 
are  122  married  people;  3  widowers;  62  widows,  of 
whom  46  became  fuch  in  heathenifm,  and  they  and 
their  children  fought  their  refuge  among  the  brethren. 
There  are  101  fingle  brethren,  including  fuch  youths 
who  go  to  fchool,  and  are  learning  the  management 
of  kajaks ;  1 16  fingle-fifters  and  great  girls;  31  little 
boys,  and  25*  little  girls ;  in  all  460  fouls. 

According 


Greenland  Church-Constitution.  443 
According  to  an  account  received  in  the  fummer 
B762,  from  Lkhtenfeh^  there  were  100  baptized  brethren 
snd  fifters,  viz.  63  baptized  in  that  place,  and  37  that 
went  thither  from  New-Herrnhuth.  There  were  be- 
fides  them  38  catechumens,  and  30  new-comers,  whp 
had  reforted  thither  this  laft  year,  in  all  i68.  There 
are  18  baptized  families,  who  live  in  two  large  houfes, 
befides  fome  fmgle  women,  and  fome  widows  who  have 
their  own  houles,  but  ftill  are  diftributed  amongft  the 
families  for  maintenance  and  fervice. 

§  40. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  \yhoIe  is  but  a  little 
flock :  I  fay  not,  little,  in  comparifon  to  the  Qreenland 
nation ;  for  that,  according  to  a  computation  already 
given*,  fcarcely  amounts  to  10,000  fouls,  in  which 
view  the  believing  Greenlanders  are  however  a  con- 
fiderable  acquifition  for  our  Saviour :  but  I  call  it  little, 
when  compared  to  the  vaft'  multitude  of  Pagan  and 
jnndel  nations  in  general,  to  balance  which  thefe 
Greenland-congregations,  and  others  from  amongft  the 
heathen,  are  but  a  fmall  company.  And  yet  v/hen 
one  confiders  the  grace  that  prevails  amongft  this  people, 
one  muft  ftand  amazed  at  this  phaenomenon  of  our  time, 
and  muft  be  taught  by  the  furprizing  effects  to  ac- 
Jcnowledge  the  caufe. 

I  would  only  fay  thus  much  :  That  when  I  walked 
g,bout  among  the  Greenlanders,  obferved  their  deport- 
ment and  converfation,  and  fometimes  barely  viewed 
the  contraft  between  the  very  looks  of  the  believing 
and  the  unbelieving  Greenlanders  ;  I  have  frequently 
thought,  that  your  fceptics,  who  incline  to  doubt  of 
every  thing  which  their  reafon  cannot  comprehend,  and 
who  deny  the  efficacy  of  the  gofpel,  or  at  leaft  judge 
It  infufficient  towards  effecting  a  total  change  of  the 
jnind  and  morals  of  men  ;  I  fay,  I  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  they  might  here  be  clearly  convinced  of  their  er- 
ror and  miftake,  by  beholding  men  who  had  been  born  and 
brought  up  in  an  uncontrouled  licence  like  wild  beafts, 
^eftitute  of  education,  totally  ignorant  of  religious  im- 
preffions,  laws,  rev/ards  or  punifhments,  yet  now  quite 
*  Book  I.  §  4. 

volun- 
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voluntarily  (only  conftrained   by  a  higher  hand)   fub- 
mitting  their  necks   to   a  before  unknown   and  unac- 
cuftomed  yoke,  I  mean  the  obedience  of  faith,  and  on 
that  account  obeying  and  following  their  teachers  with- 
out necefiity  or  compulilon.     They  are  commonly  ex- 
ceeding averfe  to  leaving  the  place  of  their  nativity,  (or, 
if  they  once  move  from  it,  they  feel  a  conftant  almoft 
irrefiftible  itch  for  roving  from  one  place  to  another  ;) 
and    yet    now    they    fpontaneoufly   quit   their   country, 
friends   and    acquaintance,    fettle   with    their   teachers, 
and  form  as  it  were  an  orderly  republic  of  their  own, 
ufeful  to  others  as  well  as  to  themfelves ;  and  all  this 
from  no  other  mofeve,    but  to  hear  fuch  do6lrines  as 
yield   nourifhment  to   their  fouls.      Thefe   people,    fo 
ftupid,  at  leaft  fo  thoughtlefs,  carelefs  and  remifs,  that 
they  think   of  nothing  but  what  touches   and  gratifies 
their  outward  fenfes   (for  which  reafon  fome  people  in- 
cline to  place  them  in  one  clafs  with  the  brute  creation, 
and   many  of  themfelves  know  no  difference  to  make 
between  themfelves  and  other  animals)  thefe  very  peo- 
ple,   by  means  of  competent  inftrutSlion,    and  through 
the  grace  and  illumination  of  the  holy  Spirit,  become 
fo  difcreet,    attentive,    carefully  confiderate  and  wife, 
that  they  comprehend  the  greateft  myfteries   of  faith, 
and  realize  them  in  their  fouls  in  an  experimental  and 
happy  manner,    fo  as   to  be   able  to  deliver  the   moft 
glorious  teftimonies  thereof  with  fpirit  and  power.     The 
wild  Greenlanders  are  fo  inflexible  and  felf-willed,  that 
they  will   rather  fuffer  death   than  have  their  felf-will 
thwarted  ;  and  I  was  allured,  that  many  a  one,  that  had 
been   curbed  in  his  will   by  his  relations,    has  flarved 
himfelf  to  death  in  a  pet,  or  otherwife  put  an  end  to 
his  life :  At  the  fame  time  one  perceives  on  the  other 
hand,  among  the  baptized  Greenlanders,  a  tender,  flex- 
ible and  docil  turn  of  mind,  which  fubmits  with  love 
and  manly  meeknefs  to  be  advifed  and  guided   by  fo- 
reigners, who  are  looked  upon  at  firft  by  them,   as  well 
as  by  other  nations,  as  barbarians.     And  it  is  evident 
that  this  is  not  the  effe6l  of  temperament,   but  of  grace, 
fmce  one  often  obferves,  in  the  public  meetings,  or  in 
private  converiations,   and  even  in  the  moft  remote'  pla- 
ces,  perhaps   the   very   ftoutell   Greenlander,   (bedding 

humble 
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humble  tears  on  account  of  the  feeling  of  his  natural 
corruption,  and  the  fweet  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrilt,  This  happy  compundion  of  heart  through  the 
word  of  the  crofs,  which  breaks  rocks  afunder,  and  yet 
rejoices  the  heart,  may  be  ftill  more  plainly  perceived, 
when  any  of  them  has  been  overtaken  in  a  fault,  and 
has  again  been  carried  away  by  his  ftubborn  natural 
temper.  For  when  every  other  argument  proves  in- 
eiFeilual  towards  convincing  and  perfuading  him,  yet 
the  putting  him  in  mind  of  his  baptifm,  or  of  what  our 
Saviour  has  fulFered  for  us  and  beftowed  upon  us,  and 
that  one  not  only  grieves  men,  but  the  very  heart  of 
Jefus  and  his  Spirit  by  fuch  tranfgreffions,  this  generally 
proves  the  moft  powerful  means  of  mollifying  his  obdu- 
rate mind  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  poor  ftrayed  fheep  with  floods  of  tears  implores  for- 
givenefs  and  promifes  amendment.  This  tender  difpo- 
fition  of  mind ,  which  I  frequently  obferved  among 
young  and  old,  male  and  female,  to  the  Inmoft  joy  and 
humiliation  of  my  own  foul,  is  to  me  a  Wronger  proof 
of  their  heart's  being  really  changed  through  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  than  if  they  even  went  on  conftantly  in  fuch  an 
exa6tnefs  of  behaviour,  as  to  be  looked  upon  as  un- 
blameable:  for  this  might  be  owing  to  their  complexional 
quiet  temper,  or  be  afcribed  to  the  good  order  and 
difcipline,  or  to  the  fear  of  fname  or  lofs,  Szc,  whereas 
the  other  can  be  derived  from  no  other  fource  than 
folely  and  alone  from  faith,  and  the  deep  impreffion  of 
the  paflion  and  death  of  Jefus,  which  muft  vivify  and 
impel  the  new  creature.  Neverthelefs  I  muft  do  them  the 
juftice  to  obferve,  that  fewer  faults  or  deviations  occur 
among  them  than  one  fhould  imagine,  and  that  their 
walk  is  fuch,  as  not  only  to  be  edifying;  to  their  own  na- 
tion, but  alfo  to  redound  to  the  honour  of  the  gofpel. 

And  thus  I  look  upon  this  in  number  fmall  flock  of  believ- 
ing Greenlanders,  together  with  the  other  congregations 
from  among  the  heathen,  as  one  of  the  greateft  works  of 
God  in  this  our  time,   and  as  an  inconteftable  proof, 
"  That  only  thro'  the  Lam^b  once  flain, 
"  All  the  whole  world  may  find  releafe 
"  From  all  their  fins,  and  endlefs  grace." 
This  ii  the  Lord's  doings  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 

APPEN. 
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APPENDIX, 

Containing  fome  jhort  Letters  wrote  fince  the  yeati 
^755^    h  Greenlanders  ft  ill  living. 

I  Have  long  been  undetermined  whether  I  fhould  corn* 
municate  any  letters  of  the  Greenlanders  ftill  living, 
partly  becaufe  they  may  feem  pretty  much  alike,  and 
partly  becaufe  it  might  be  expofed  to  uncharitable  cen- 
fures  ;   but  ftill  I  could  not  prevail  v^ith  myfelf  wholly 
to  fupprefs  all  that  I  found  of  that  fort,  as  I  have  per- 
ceived on  many  occafions,  that  the  letters  wrote  by  con- 
verted heathens,    particularly   the  Greenlanders,    hava 
jiiade  a  deep  imprellion  upon  all  that  have  feen,  or  heard 
them,  and  have  not  only  excited  them  to  extol  that  Sa- 
viour, whofe  grace  fo   glorioufly  fhews  itfelf  amongft 
the  v^'ildeft  pagan  nations,  but  fometimes  have  tended  to 
awaken  in  them  a  falutary  fhame,  and  a  new  zeal  to  run 
their  race.     Such  perfons  might  have  regretted  the  lofs 
bf  fomething,  perhaps  the  moft  reliftiing  to  their  hearts, 
if  thefe  letters,  of  which  there  are  a  good  many,  fhould 
totally  have   been   omitted.      This  is  the   only  reafon 
why  I  here  infert  a  fhort  extraft  out  of  fome  of  their 
letters.     Indeed  familiar  letters,  which  are  not  written 
in  a  dogmatical  ftrain,    but  where  one   fpeaks  fimply 
about  himfelf,    cannot  be  fuppofed  to  exhibit  people's 
whole  underftanding  of  the  gofpel-dodlrine,    and  the 
growth  in  the  fame ;  yet  they  may  difcover  the  founda- 
tion that  is  laid,  and  the  fuperftrudture  built  thereon. 
At  the  fame  time  one  may  fee  out  of  fuch  letters  the 
Greenlanders  way  of  thinking,  and  the  fituation  of  their 
hearts.     It  is  pollible  in  general,  that  the  ftate  of  fome 
men  may  be  better,  than  they  can  exprefs  it  in  words; 
and  it  is  not  impoflible  that  others  may  affirm  more  of 
themfelves,   than  they  are  really  poiTeffed  of;    But  we 
cannot  v/ell  fuppofe  the  latter  of  the  Greenlanders,  be- 
caufe they  are  an  upright  and  fimple  people,  who  nei- 
ther chufe  nor  are  able  to  fpeak  intelligently  of  things 
they  have  no  heart-experience  of  j  at  leaft  they  would 
neceflarily  be  afraid  to  tell  their  minifters  any  thing, 

which 
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which  they  muft  know  to  be  other  wife.  For  the  moft 
of  thefe  letters  were  dictated  by  them  to  their  minifters  : 
fome  indeed  were  wrote  by  the  Greenlanders  with  their 
own  hand,  and  the  miflionaries  have  added  nothing,  but 
given  us  the  genuine  tranflation. 

In  the  firft  place  I  will  communicate  a  couple  of  let- 
ters in  the  Greenland-language,  with  a  literal  tranfla- 
tion, as  near  as  poflible  to  the  original. 

From  J.  a  married  man  at  Lichtenfels. 
AJfarfara  Johannes  JJJhrfok 


/jRlagut  terfamauit.,  Kano- 
"*        gaktlkfomik    ajfaghigma^ 
puiorfmnaungilara ; 

Tarnlma  plkfanik  iunn'm^ar- 

parmay 
Ayinaiirftrfum  Juanik,  Tokkoa- 

niglo^  Ikkenigh  ajokarforia- 

rangma. 

\tamakkoa  Okaut/wlt  klblikpat 
TJmatttga  taimane, 

SulUlo  tamakkolnneit  Uluaritu- 

inner paka. 
Adlab     tipeitfugluartljfinnaun- 

gilanga, 
Annaurfirjuh    Tokkoat^     An- 

n'tcelh^  AueUo^  Ikkefah-^ 

Kijfimik  tipekfuktijfi)mauanga, 

XJmat'tmnut  ajulerfomut  a^la- 

7nik  piomangilanga^ 
Tamerfa  naniagaka. 
AJfarfet    Jjfar/igalo     Hannefe 

Nulltengoah       lllcegcelliigik 

tamaunga  pirjonga^    illijfi- 

nuiuct. 


My  dear  Johannes,   full 

of  love  ! 

IJrOW  much  thoudidft 

■*■■*■  love  me,  when  thou 
waft  here  with  us,  I 
cannot  forget; 

Beeaufe  thou  gaveft  food  to 
my  foul. 

When  thou  concerning  the 
Saviour's  blood  and  death 
and  wounds  often  didft 
inftrudl  me. 

Thefe  thy  words  did  per- 
vade my  heart  in  fuch  a 
manner. 

That  fmce  that  time  I  no- 
thing befides  can  relifh. 

No  other  thing  can  rejoice 
me. 

But  the  Redeemer's  death, 
his  paflion,  his  blood  and 
his  wounds  j 

Thefe  alone  can  yield  me   ^ 

For  my  poor  heart,  I  alfo 
nothing  elfe  will  have. 

This  fuffices  me  entirely. 

That  in  company  with  thy 
and  my  beloved  Hannefe 
(Beck)  and  his  wife,'], 
came  to  this  place,  thou 
knoweft  already. 

And 
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Annaurfirfuhlo  pekkogaminga. 


Tunnlrfaranga  Okaufikfamnlk 
Koijjifnarfunnut^ 

7aimatog  Nellurfunnut  okalluk- 
titaranga  tujjarnarjoynlk  ma- 
martarnomiglo  Umatieinnut. 


Jmangoah  nellyungncerfiifomar- 

paukit^ 
Kannogeiomik  okaufekarpungay 

Nellurfwinut  okallukuma. 

Jma :  Arlagut  Ulivfifut  Ncllur- 
fungovlungalo  Ajoriulllartor- 
furfunga^ 

Sul/iio  illovne  itamnik  aju?igjt~ 
Jokangilanga. 

Annaurftrfimah  ujarniarpanga 

nennivlungalo^ 
Okautfimhiik  kakoanga  kenner- 

lerdlungalo^ 
Nellurfunnilo  parfipanga^ 

Opertunnut  Illagekfunnulk  pif- 

flllunga. 
Sullilo  ajortorojungoamay 

Annernertnikajoharjordlnngahy 

Aungmlnik  ubbarpei  Jjdrtika, 

Kivga'iungn<£rJillungalo    Ajor- 

tunnid  tamannut^ 
^ckkomullo  Tornarjub  plrjau- 

netanullo, 
Sumlkme  annaukanga  ? 


GREENLAND.     B.  X. 
And  fince  according  to  the 
will  of  the  Saviour,    it 
was  fo  to  be, 

He  gives  me  words  alfo  to 
the  baptized-ones, 

And  likewife,  that  to  the 
heathens  I  fpeak  fuch 
words,  as  are  pleafing  to 
hear,  and  rclifhing  to 
their  hearts, 

A  little  I  v^ill  however  ac- 
quaint  thee, 

What  words  I  make  ufe  of 
when  to  the  heathens  I 
fpeak. 

'Tis  in  this  manner:  For- 
merly I  was  juft  as  you 
are,  an  ignorant  and 
wicked  man  j 

And  to  this  hour  I  have  in 
my  inner  parts  nothin  g 
good  of  myfelf. 

But  the  Redeemer  has 
fought  and  found  me, 

And  by  his  word  called  me, 
and  chofe  me. 

And  from  the  heathens  itt 
me  free. 

And  to  the  congregation  of 
the  faithful  brought  me. 

And  when  I  was  yet  a 
miferable  man, 

He,  by  his  Spirit,  inftrudl- 
ed  me, 

And  through  his  blood 
wafhed   away  my  fms. 

He  fet  me  free  from  the 
flavery  of  all  fins, . 

From  death  and  from  fa- 
tan's  power. 

But  wherewith  hath  he  re- 
deemed ixie  t 

With 
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Aungmmik  nelkkangitfomik.        With  his  own  blood  inefti- 

mable ; 
jlnniamtniglo  pinghfomik  Tok-    And  with  his  innocent  fuf- 

koin'in'iglo.  ferings  and  death. 

Ohkorfea !  Talma  akt'ikfotnik  Hark  ye  !  fo  exceedingly 
Innuit  Annaurftrjum  ajfauel .^  has  the  Saviour  loved 
pigiomavlugit,  mankind,    in  order   that 

they   might   become   his 
property. 
Umattiv/inik  tunniomagujfiuk^    If  your  hearts  to  him  now 

you  will  furrender, 
Nangminek     Uluarfaromarpei,    Then  he  will  himfeif  pre- 


tipe'itjukt'illufilo, 

Ta'ima  okallugligaka. 
Nellnngilettog,  terfaneauit^  Ik- 

kiortikfengoamnik    plgauko^ 

Gub  pekkurfanik. 

Taurfoma  Kenest  Sanelo  tipeit- 

fugluarpoguk. 


pare  them,  and  make  youi 

happy. 

Thus  I  ufe  to  fpeak  to  them. 
Thou   knowell  alfo,    that 

when  thou  waft  here,  I 

obtained  an  help-mate  by 

God's  will. 
Before  his  eyes  we  both  live 

contented  ; 


jljfcn-fuferpuglo      taurfomunga    And   the  love  of  us   both 


agliartorpak. 
Uautingnut  ilkkfiUunugh^ 

Sulluekfatrout       nanlarpauvut 
Annaurfirfivta  Kencet  Jane. 

jijfujjiak  nutenekaUy 

Nulllareek     tngmingnuk    An- 
■  naurfirfomullo  innulluarunik 
pinniakkattigeekluUglo. 


Kuumarjome  karfomcpunga  A,  K. 


towards  him  increafes. 

Towards  each  other  we  are 
friendly  [or  fociable). 

And  all  that  we  have  to 
tranlacb,  we  do  it  before 
our  Saviour's  eyes. 

It  is  indeed  exceeding  agree- 
able, 

When  married  people  to* 
gether  before  our  Saviour 
live  happy,  and  prove  a 
help  to  one  another  in  all 
things. 

I  that  live  3t  Lichtenfels,  A.  K, 


This  letter  was  dictated  to  the  miffionary.  But  the 
following  was  wrote  by  a  Greenland  boy  to  the  fon  of 
one  of  the  miffionaries,  who  was  at  that  time  in  one  of 
the  nurferies  of  the  Unity  : 


Vol.  II. 


F  f 


M, 


450    HISTORY  OF  G 

JJfmfara  Jakungoak  ! 

/jKjut  Umattigoanme  kun- 
"^   ningarbaukit. 
Nellunginnama  akfut  ajfagang- 

tahnaitomikiok  akfut  ajjauatt- 

kit. 
JgUkketit  mahna  piaka, 

Attuardlugulh  tlpeitfutigaka, 

jtnnaurfirfuhk  Jnnia^  Tokko' 
alloy  Ikkilo  Ullut  nunguUu- 
git  erkeig'innarpaka ; 

Tukfmrbigirfara^ 

Nuttamik  Saimaunerminik  iun- 
nekullunga^ 

Vmattmgoarallo  kerfakullugo, 

Taima  erkeiniaruma^ 

Kodrmnerm'itTifeitfungnermiUa 

JJfigei  puttuftrmrfut  erkin- 

niarpaka, 
Nellunginnama       AJfaurfirfuh 

JJfafufia  uautinut  angijor- 

Jumet. 
Annaurftrjungoara  innid'illunga 

allarfmnaunglllara, 

.  Naugle  kijfimikuma  fummllh- 

ncet  ikkimia, 
Nungulkcgit   Umattimne   nei- 

jongardlutalo.y  tipeitfuktitia- 

ranga. 
Taimatog  An'iafujia   erkeinia- 

rauko, 
XJanga  pivlunga  talma  aktik- 

fomik  anniarmet ; 
Uangale  Jumik  akkhimaifauara 

llltort'mnik  Ekkarfautinigh ^ 


REENLAND.      B.  X, 

My  dear  little  Jacob  ! 
T  Much  in  my  heart  lalutc 
-*■  thee. 
Becaufe  I  know  that  thou 

much  loveft  me, 
Even  fo  I  much  love  thee. 

Thy  letter  I  have  here  re- 
ceived. 

And  when  I  read  it,  it  re- 
joiced me. 

But  on  our  Saviour's  fuffer- 
ings,  death  and  wounds, 
I  think  daily  and  hourly  ^ 

And  I  pray  to  him. 

That  new  grace  he  would 
give  me, 

And  my  heart  inflame. 

When  I  fo  am  meditating 
on  him. 

With  tears  aad  joy,  his 
through-pierced  feet  I 
tenderly  embrace, 

Becaufe  I  know  that  the 
Saviour's  lave  toward* 
us  is  very  great.. 

From  my  Saviour,  as  long 
as  I  live,  I  cannot  turn 
away. 

When  1  am  alone,  or  where- 
ever  I  am. 

He  to  my  heart  is  continu- 
ally near,  and  makes  mc 
joyful. 

Likewife  when  on  his  fuf- 
ferings  I  refleil. 

How  he  on  my  account  fa 
much  has  endured ; 

Then  I  do  not  know  what 

returns  to  make  him  foe 

what  he  has  done  for  me. 

1  in-^ 
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Tipeitfuktinieijfauara,  To  live  to  his  joy  I  inly  de- 

fire. 
Kyamakau  Annaurfirfuh  JJfa-    Worthy  of  praife  [or  thankf- 
fufia,  giving)   is  the  Saviour's 

love, 
Angmrumet  Imungnut  tama-    It  is  greater  than  all,   to- 
nict  adlanullo.  wards   all   men,    in   all 

places. 
E  -  -  -  cvunga.  I  am  ^.  -  -  • 

^ijjarfamnut  Katter.gutiir.nut  To  my  dear  brother  Jacob, 

JakiiTRity  in  the  European-Lnd. 

JCablunat-NuKdtneiumut, 

Now  follow  fome  very  fhort  extrafts  of  letters. 

I.  From  married  ?nen. 

1.)  A.  It  is  often  in  my  mind,  that  our  Saviour  baa 
»ot  chofen  me  out  of  the  world  in  vain,  but  that  my 
walk  and  converfation  might  be  a  light  among  the  bap- 
tized and  among  the  heathen.  When  I  reprefent  unto 
myfelf  how  our  Saviour  lived  in  this  world,  I  (land  quite 
afhamed,  and  know  not  what  to  fay.  I  am  a  poor  man, 
and  yet  I  have  accefs  every  day  to  our  Saviour  like  a 
little  child.  Let  me  be  where  I  will,  I  can  have  no 
better,  fafer  place  in  time  nor  eternity  for  my  foul 
and  body  to  hide  in,  than  the  wounds  of  Jefus.  I 
foel  alfo  that  the  body  and  blood  of  my  Saviour  is  thd 
weightieft  thing  to  me,  and  the  very  life  of  my  foul,  &c. 

I  am  a  poor  and  needy  fuiner  :  but  ftill  our  Saviour" 
doth  not  defpife  me,  but  gives  me  his  flefh  to  eat  and  his 
blood  to  drink.  He  mortifieth  in  me  more  and  mor5 
whatever  is  difpleafmg  to  him,  and  viviheth  and  warm- 
eth  my  heart  with  his  blood.  Now  fince  he  does  not 
put  me  away,  though  I  am  fuch  a  poor  fpoiled  creature, 
I  am  determined  to  keep  him  always  before  my  eves,  he. 

1.)  A.  Our  Saviour  has  done  great  things  for  me, 
for  he  has  redeemed  me  with  his  ov/n  blood  and  death. 
And  becaufe  I  am  affured  of  this,  and  feel  it  in  my  heart, 
I  will  thank  him  for  it  as  long  as  I  live  in  this  world) 
and  never  let  him  depart  out  of  m.y  fight,  &c. 

The  Saviour  gives  me  every  thing  out  of  free  grace, 

therefore  I  will  no  more  be  -unhappy  or  peevifh.     And 

F.,f  2  fmce 
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ilnce  I  feel  in  truth  that  I  have  a  corrupted  foul  and 
body,  I  will  confide  in  him  alone,  becaufe  his  blood  is 
to  me  a  medicine  both  for  foul  and  body,  &c. 

At  prefent  I  feel  that  I  am  poor,  but  at  the  fame 

time  I  feel  alfo  the  great  love  of  our  Saviour  in  my  heart. 
That  is  my  daily  prefervation  and  life.  Befides  this  I 
have  no  fatisfadtion.  I  had  great  joy  in  my  John  Ludwig 
when  our  Saviour  took  him  home  this  winter  to  himfelf, 
becaufe  to  his  laft  moments  he  was  continually  pointing 
at  the  wounds  of  our  Saviour  in  his  hands  and  feet,  Sic. 

1  can  never  be  happy  but  in  the  enjoyment  of  Je- 

fus's  fufFerings.  When  I  cannot  embrace  him,  or  when  he 
does  not  prefs  me  to  his  wounded  breaft,  I  am  not  hap- 
py :  but  when  I  feel  that,  then  I  am  well.  And  be- 
caufe his  love  is  fo  exceeding  great,  I  have  furrendered 
myfelf  quite  to  him  as  his  own,  and  all  I  do  {hall  be  for 
him,  &c. 

•  1  am  indeed  a  poor  needy  man,  and  though  I  know 

of  nothing  that  cpuld  opprefs  or  trouble  me,  yet  my  de- 
feats and   faults  are   numberlefs.     He   muft  deliver  me 

from  them,  and  heal  me. He  has  given  me  his  body 

^nd  blood  out  of  unmerited  grace;  thereby  my  heart  is 
enkindled,  I  have  life  everlalling  within  me,  and  I  de- 
pend uppn  him  that  he  will  preferve  it  me,  and  daily  fup- 
ply  all  my  necefTities,  &:c. 

3.)  B.  His  blood  alone  makes  us  happy  and  chear- 
ful.  I  therefore  beg  him,  that  he  would  look  upon  my 
heart  as  a  veflel  placed  under  his  crols,  and  fill  it  with 
many  drops  of  his  blood.  For  that  feeling  in  the  heart 
is  incomparably  fweet,  and  it  is  often  to  me  as  if  his  fide 
was  opened  that  very  moment.  This  rejoices  and  enli- 
vens my  heart ;  and  this  is  my  concern  wherever  I  am, 
whether  in  my  houfe,  on  the  rocks,  or  on  the  fea,  &:c. 

1  will  alfo  let  thee  know,  that  our  Saviour  has  gi- 
ven us  two  children.  We  will  befeech  him  to  receive  them 
as  his  own,  and  wdl  ftudy  to  bring  them  up  for  him, 
and  to  prefent  them  before  his  face,  &c. 

——Our  Saviour  having  redeemed  me  with  his  blood, 
I  do  riot  chufe  now  to  be  faved  any  other  way  but 
through  his  blood  alone,  I  befeech  him  to  preferve  his 
wounds  ever  new  and  precious  unto  me,  and  to  warm 
;ind  enliven  my  heart  by  his  holy  blood.     I  often  feel 

myfelf 
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myfelf  very  poor  and  helplefs,  but  whenever  I  embrace 
him  in  fpirit,  my  heart  is  comforted  again.  The  Holy 
Ghoft  is  my  inftruiSlor,  and  nurfes  me  like  a  child. 
And  fmce  he  glorifies  Jefus's  death  and  fuffcrings  in  my 
heart,  I  am  willing  to  make  it  known  unto  others.  I 
have  once  given  my  whole  heart  and  foul  unto  our  Sa- 
viour, and  will  no  more  take  it  back  again,  Sec. 

4.)  C.  I  thank  my  Saviour  with  all  m.y  heart  that  he 
has  made  me  obedient  to  follow  his  will,  Sic. 

1  have  not  forgotten  to   this    very    hour,    that 

fome  years  ago  thou  didll  make  ufe  of  me  as  interpreter 
amongft  the  favage  fouthlanders.  Though  my  heart's 
fituation  was  then  but  indifferent,  yet  I  complied  out 
of  obedience.  Now  I  begin  to  perceive,  that  I  have 
got  a  little  more  to  pour  out  of  my  heart,  and  when  I 
travel  among  the  wild  heathen,  our  Saviour  is  very  near 
to  me,  and  gives  me  words  to  fpeak  to  them.  Yet  I 
am  perfuaded  that  as  long  as  1  live,  I  fhall  remain  a 
poor  neceflitt)us  man,  and  fhall  never  ceafe,  as  a  beggar 
to  importune  him.  At  this  confideration  my  eyes  over- 
flow with  tears  of  joy.  While  I  live,  I  cannot  forget  that 
he  has  bought  me  with  his  blood.  And  as  his  eyes  are 
fixed  upon  poor  me,  fo  mine  are  alfo  upon  him,  &c. 

1  owe  our  Saviour  a  great  deal,  but  I  can  give 

him  nothing  but  my  poor  corrupted  heart.  He  has 
raifed  me  up  out  of  the  fleep  of  fm  and  deftru6tion,  and 
I  know  of  no  fuch  Saviour  as  he  is  in  heaven  or  earth. 
It  is  true  I  have  not  as  yet  feen  him,  but  it  is  gften  fo  to 
the  fpirit  of  my  mind  as  if  he  ftood  before  me,  and  I  will 
never  let  his  bruifed  countenance  flip  out  of  my  mind, 
till  the  time  comes  that  I  fhall  rightly  fee  him  face  to 
face.  Whilft  I  am  this  moment  thinking  how  he  fweat- 
ed  bloody  fweat  on  account  of  my  fins,  my  eyes  over- 
flow with  tears,  fo  that  I  cannot  write  much  more  to 
thee  at  prefent.  Thou  knoweft  very  well  how  one  is 
difpofed  at  fuch  times,  &c, 

1  love  our  Saviour,  but  his  love  to  us  is  much 

greater.  Of  this  I  {hould  have  remained  ignorant,  if 
he  had  not  brought  me  to  the  congregation,  of  the  faith- 
ful. It  is  he  alone  that  comforts  my  heart,  and  pre- 
ferves  my  foul  and  body.  This  my  brethren  here 
know,  Sic, 

F  f  3  — I  con- 
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1  conceal  nothing  from  him.     He  {hall  know  me 

as  I  am.  For  I  know  very  well,  that  if  1  was  not  un- 
difguifed  towards  him,  I  could  not  poffibly  be  happy. 
And  if  I  did  not  feel  him  in  my  heart,  I  muft  walk  about 
as  in  a  dream.  My  brethren  !  ye  that  dwell  towards 
the  eaft  or  wherever  ye  be  in  the  world,  I  let  you  know 
that  I  think  on  you  continually  in  my  prayers,  and  in- 
tercede for  you,  that  ye  may  have  conftant  joy  in  the 
bleeding  Saviour  and  in  his  wounds.  For  the  greateft 
caufe  of  joy  is,  that  our  Saviour  has  fet  us  free  from  fm 
by  his  wounds  and  bloody  fweat.  And  becaufe  your 
thoughts  and  mine  agree  in  this  point,  therefore  I  cannot 

forget  you. We  will  jointly  thank  him,  and   no^ 

forget  what  he  has  done  and  fufFered  for  us.  It  fhall  re- 
piain  fixed  in  our  hearts,  &c. 

5,)  D,  The  bleeding  Saviour  is  my  moft  pleafmg 
object  J  but  when  I  am  to  fpeak  any  thing  to  the  joy 
and  comfort  of  my  brethren  and  fifters,  T  feel  my  own 
heart's  deficiency,  and  words  fail  me.  Though  I  zva. 
fenfible  of  my  poverty,  yet  I  cleave  clofe  to  him,  &c. 

1  thank  our  Saviour  that  he  hath  freed  me  from 

fin,  brought  me  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  given  my 
heart  a  feeling  of  his  bloody  atonement.  1  have  nothing 
to  depend  upon  but  the  crucified  Saviour.  And  even 
when  I  feel  my  mifery,  ftill  he  appears  unto  my  heart. 
If  I  {hould  lofe  fight  of  him  for  ever  fo  fhort  a  fpace,  I 
fhould  foon  go  aftray  from  him.  But  he  watches, 
guards,  keeps  and  preferves  my  heart  with  his  blood. 

^Our  Saviour  is  my  only   dependence,  therefore 

I  will  keep  continually  to  him.  For  when  I  perceive  the 
deep  depravity  of  my  foul  and  body,  I  am  incapable  of 
helping  myfejf.  But  then  I  call  to  mind  what  he  has 
done  for  us,  whereby  he  can  bring  me  into  a  right  fitu- 
ation,  and  preferve  me  therein.  Jufl  {o  as  I  am,  I  fet 
before  me  him  who  w^s  extended  and  nailed  to  the  crofs 
for  me ;  he  alone  can  nurfe  and  preferve  me,  and  out  of 
his  wounds  I  will  drink^  as  a  child  fucks  the  breads  of 
his  mother,  &c. 

Had  I   not  a  remedy  in  our  Saviour's  body  and 

blood  and  in  his  wounds,  my  foul  and  body  would  be 
in  continual  danger  of  relapfing  into  the  decpeft  mifery. 
But  I  depend   on   our   Saviour   for   dailv   prefervation. 

When 
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When  I  feel  myfelf  weak,  I  apply  to  his  precious  blood, 
beg  him  to  moiften  my  heart  therewith,  and  to  remain 
continually  near  to  me  with  his  grace  and  mercy,  &c. 

6.)  G.  I  know  thy  mind,  and  1  know  alio  thy  face. 
And  now  I  kifs  thee  out  of  the  inmoft  part  of  Jefu's 
wounds.  They  are  the  caufe  of  all  my  joy.  O  !  that 
I  may  never  lofe  the  fenfation  of  his  blood !  Wherever 
I  live  or  move,  he  is  continually  with  and  about  me. 
Therefore  I  will  always  rejoice  in  him,  though  ever  (o 
poor,  and  will  keep  clofe  to  his  pierced  fide,  whither  I 
have  found  a  free  accefs. 

y.)  John  (who  not  long  ago  was  baptized,  and  is 
fmce  departed  this  life  :) 

I  am  alfo  now  here,  and  fupplicate  my  Saviour  often 
with  tears,  to  warm  my  heart  throughout  with  his  pre- 
cious blood.  I  love  my  teachers  ;  I  will  give  our  Saviour 
my  whole  heart,  and  will  part  entirely  with  all  heathen- 
ifh  cuftoms,  for  I  am  here  for  that  end  *, 

8.)  Another  of  the  fame  name,  the  firft  that  was 
baptized  at  Lichtenfels : 

— — I  was  in  very  deed  a  dark  voluptuous,  licen- 
tious, wicked  and  ignorant  man,  but  our  Saviour  has 
called  me  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  enlightened  and 
brought  me  to  his  congregation,  and  has  now  wafhed 
me  clean  from  my  fins,  for  which  I  can  never  thank 
him  enough.  I  am  ftill  very  poor  and  deficient,  but  I 
go  the  oftener  to  our  Saviour,  and  intreat  him,  that  he 
would  more  and  more  warm  my  heart  with  his 
blood,  Szc. 

9.)  Jch,  Though  I  have  not  feen  thee  for  a  long 
while,  yet  I  have  not  forgotten  thee.  Neither  can  I 
forget  our  Saviour  as  long  as  I  live.  I  am  poor,  but 
when  I  pray  to  our  Saviour  in  my  poverty,  I  am  well 
and  happy,  &c. 

I  was  fometimes  unhappy  laft  winter,  when  I  thought 
on  my  brother-in-law  who  was  loft  in  the  fea.  But  our 
oaviour  has  again  comforted  me  in  a  rich  meafure.  I 
have  no  greater  fatisfaclion  than  himfelf. — When  I  feel 

*  He  has  the  teftimony,  that  he  faitlvfuUy  performed  this  his  promifc* 
and  that  he  would  in  all  appearance  have  proved  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  men 
of  his  nation  if  he  had  lived,  for  he  was  endued  with  a  more  than  ordinarj- 
ihare  of  folid  good  fenfe. 
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my  finfulnefs,  I  know  of  no  deliverer  but  my  Creator, 
to  whom  I  live, — If  there  was  no  Saviour,  I  fhould  do 
no  good:  ({hould  be  a  mifchievous  man)  but  that  is 
xny  joy,  that  he  does  not  defpife  the  mifcrable. 

Whenever  my  heart  is  poor,  I  feel  alfo  the  grace 

of  our  Saviour.     Thouo-h  he  mie;ht  with  good  reafon  de- 

O  o  o 

part  from  me  on  account  of  my  great  unworthinefs,  yet 
he  does  not.  That  amazes  me  exceedingly.  Well 
then  !  he  (hall  have  my  whole  heart,  &c. 

10.)  /<?//.  I  hide  myfelf  daily  in  our  Saviour's  open 
fide,  as  the  birds  hide  in  the  rock-clefts,  and  I  fuck  his 
blood  like  2  fuckling  child.  Though  1  often  fufFer  out- 
ward want,  yet  my  heart  always  has  its  portion,  and 
that  keeps  me  happy,  &c. 

— — I  have  placed  my  confidence  in  our  Saviour,  and 
the  Holy  Ghofl  has  often  reminded  me  of  him,  and 
helped  me  to  a  vital  and  inward  happinefs.  When  he 
draws  near  to  my  heart,  and  fometimes  in  a  particularly 
perceptible  manner,  I  fall  proftrate  before  him,  and  wor- 
fhip  him.  I  have  him,  and  will  not  let  him  go.  I 
often  thirik  :  O  !  how  Ihall  we  rejoice,  v/hen  we  fhall 
once  be  together  v/ith  him,  and  mall  fee  him  as  he  i§. 
When  I  am  aione,  or  v/hen  1  row  in  my  kajak,  I  often 
pray  and  weep  before  him,  and  tell  him  the  thoughts  of 
my  heart.  And  when  I  vlfit  the  heathen,  I  tell  them 
fomething  of  pur  Saviour;  and  whenever  he  anoints  my' 
own  heart  with  his  blood  and  bleffes  it,  then  they  pay 
attention  to  my  words.  But  when  I  obferve  in  them  no 
difpofition  to  hear,  I  keep  filence ;  yet  will  neverthe- 
lefs  not  ceafe  again  to  fpeak  of  him,  &c. 

1  am  glad  that  our  Saviour  difcqvers  to  me  more 

and  more  my  natural  depravity,  and  the  deficiencies  of 
my  foul  and  body.  I  will  continue  before  him  praying 
and  weeping,  as  long  as  I  live.  Whenever  I  draw  near 
to  partake  of  {lis  fiefh  and  blood,  my  prayer  to  him  is, 
that  he  may  dcftroy  and  mortify  in  me  every  thing  that 
cannot  be  pleafmg  to  him,  and  form  me  fo  that  he  may 
rejoice  over  m^*  And  afterwards  I  thank  him,  that  at 
fuch  times  always  fomething  in  me  that  was  unbeco- 
mino-,  is  done  away. — When  I  fee  my  badnefs  in  any 
refpeft  and  feel  my  poverty,  I  fcek  him  with  the  fame 
eaoernefs  as  a  child  does  its  mother.     And  then  I  often 

o       ,  ■  .  '  . 
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rejoice  fo  over  him,  as  if  I  had  found  fome  treafure  which 
I  had  longed  ven'  much  for.  He  is  the  friend  of  my 
heart,  and  wherefoever  I  am,  it  is  to  me  as  if  I  always 
jconverfed  with  him,  &c. 

——I  always  rejoice  when  I  hear  of  thee,  efpecially 
when  thy  letters  are  read  to  us  on  the  con2;regation-davs, 
or  fomewhat  of  thy  difcourfes.  Amidft  all  the  ficklinefs 
of  my  foul,  I  yet  always  rejoice  that  I  as  a  poor  fmner 
am  allowed  to  lie  at  his  feet  and  to  kifs  his  wounds. 
The  happieft  thing  for  me  upon  earth  is  the  Lord's- 
fupper,  for  there  it  is  that  he  is  fo  exceedingly  near  to 
my  inner  man,  &c. 

II.)  'Jon.  in  Lichtenfels.  My  heart  begins  to  feel  a 
little  of  what  our  Saviour  has  done  for  me.  Though  I 
am  a  vile  and  worthlefs  creature,  yet  he  gives  me  fre- 
quently of  his  precious  blood,  whereby  he  changes  and 
prepares  me  to  become  what  I  ought  to  be,  &c. 

1   rejoice   when  I  hear  that  thou  loveft  us  all  fo 

much  J  but  our  Saviour  loved  me  before  thou  didft.  For 
he  purfued  me  whilfl:  yet  among  the  heathens,  and  has 
at  laft  brought  me  to  the  congregation,  and  wafhed  away 
my  fms  with  his  ov/n  blood.  Though  I  ftill  perceive 
that  numberlefs  wretched  things  adhere  to  me,  yet  he 
proves  gracious  to  me  and  forgives  me  always  afrefh. 
When  I  confider  this,  I  blufh  before  him,  but  ftill  come 
again  to  him,  and  as  a  poor  fmner  pray  him  to  fprinkle 
my  heart  with  his  blood,  and  thereby  to  preferve  it 
clean,  &c. 

12.)  L.  Becaufe  I  am  well  aflured  that  our  Saviour 
receives  me  as  a  fmner,  I  can  rejoice  in  him  with  mv 
whole  heart.  But  1  am  alfo  convinced,  that  my  heart 
does  not  always  burn  and  flame  with  love  towards  him. 
I  therefore  pant  and  pray  that  he  would  fhed  forth  his 
love  in  mv  heart,  and  by  the  influence  of  his  corpfe 
and  blood  bring  me  more  into  fuch  a  fituation  as  to  yield 
joy  to  him,  &c. 

13.)  Al.  I  feel  now  quite  otherwife  in  my  heart  than 
what  1  felt  formerly.  O  yes  !  I  feel  now  our  Saviour's 
incomparable  grace,  which  often  caufes  my  tears  to 
flow.  I  wifh  to  be  one  heart  and  foul  with  you  who 
inhabit  the  eaft.     His  blood  has  cemented  us  together, 

;ind 
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and  made  us  one.  O  !  that  I  might  be  fo  uninterrupted- 
ly happy  as  I  hear  you  are  ! 

14.)  iV.  in  Lichtenfels.  Since  I  love  you,  I  will  let 
you  know  my  mind  j  but  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  fpeak  of 
but  my  mifery,  and  our  Saviour's  grace  and  love  towards 
me  poor  creature.  I  thank  him  with  tears  that  he  has 
not  defpifed  me  a  poor  forlorn  man,  but  called  me  to  the 
congregation,  wafhed  me  in  his  blood,  forgiven  me  all 
my  fms,  and  now  alfo  fed  me  with  his  body  and  blood. 
Now  I  would  fain  live  to  him  and  for  him  alone,  but 
I  have  ftill  many  faults  and  improper  things  about  me. 
And  that  ftill  caufes  many  tears  to  flow.  Yet  whenever 
I  draw  near  to  him  v/ith  a  confcioufnefs  of  my  fmfulnefs, 
he  comforts  my  heart  again  immediately.  And  when  I 
have  alacrity  for  it,  I  tell  the  ignorant  what  he  endured 
for  the  fake  of  our  fouls,  what  he  fuftained  in  his  body 
that  he  might  reduce  our  bodies  into  proper  order,  and 
how  efficacious  his  blood  is  to  melt  the  hardeft  hearts  of 

men. 1  have  three  children,    whom  I  moft  heartily 

recommend  to  your  prayers.    I  alfo  frequently  remember 
you  in  my  prayers. 

15.)  P.  in  Lichtenfels.  Our  Saviour  is  the  mark 
towards  which  I  prefs  daily.  My  heart  is  now  more 
chearful  and  warm  than  it  was  laft  year,  becaufe  he  has 
given  me  his  holy  body  to  eat.  And  fmce  I  hear  every 
day  the  precious  teftimony  of  his  death  and  fufferings, 
I  alfo  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  him,  as  well  as  in  the 
difcovery  of  my  own  corruption.  I  will  love  him  more 
and  more,  becaufe  he  loved  me  firft. 

16.)  S.  I  thought  formerly  that  I  had  nothing  bad  in 
me,  but  now  our  Saviour  reveals  to  me  by  his  holy 
Spirit  more  and  more,  that  my  faults  are  innumerable. 
In  this  fituation  I  go  to  him  daily  as  a  poor  fmner,  and 
beg  him  to  fprinkle  my  heart  with  his  blood.  He 
reminds  me  often  of  his  fufferings,  and  when  I  am  row- 
ing in  my  kajak,  the  following  verfe  recurs  often  to  my 
mind :  *'  O  !  ftep  for  ftep  let  my  foul  bear — thy  dear 
*'  foul  company, — and  take  me  with  thee  ev'ry  where,— 
"  to  thy  whole  liturgy  !"  If  I  had  not  heard  the  gofpel 
concerning  him,  I  Ihould  ftill  be  wandering  in  blind- 
nefsp 

17.15. 
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17.)  S.  and  his  wife,  an  aged  couple  : 

Although  our  eyes  overflow  with  tears  (which  was 
really  the  cafe,  as  foon  as  they  begun  to  didtate)  our 
hearts  are  neverthelefs  happy.  Our  Saviour  has  made 
us  to  be  of  one  mind  ;  and  he  has  alfo  warmed  our 
hearts ;  now  our  conftant  prayer  is,  that  they  may  never 
grow  cold  again.  By  his  blood  he  can  preferve  them 
burning,   &c. 

-  I  fuppofe  thou  knoweft  that  our  Saviour  has 
brought  me  and  my  family  hither  to  Lichtenfels.  At  our 
firft  arrival  we  found  no  people  here,  the  land  was  deftitute 
of  every  thing,  and  we  had  no  meeting-houfe.  But  now 
I  rejoice  that  there  are  many  here,  whom  our  Saviour 
has  wafhed  with  his  blood  ;  and  I  give  you  thanks  that 
you  fent  us  a  houfe,  in  which  we  now  can  daily  hear 
ef  our  dear  Saviour,  and  hold  our  meetings.  Sec. 

Although  I  am  ftill  very  deficient,  yet  I  feel  that 
our  Saviour  often  melts  my  heart  as  the  fun  melts  the 
fnow.  And  then  it  is  as  with  the  lamp,  when  frefh  oil 
is  poured  into  it,  it  burns  brighter,  and  can  enkindle 
others.  If  I  happen  to  be  with  heathens  who  ftill  walk 
in  darknefs,  I  tell  them  that  our  Saviour  has  redeemed 
them  alfo  with  his  blood,  and  that  if  they  would  believe 
in  him,  they  might  become  as  happy  as  I  and  the  other 
believers  are.  1  alfo  tell  thern,  that  he  has  delivered  me 
out  of  darknefs  and  brought  me  into  the  light  of  his 
wounds,  and  that  I  now  have  his  bleeding  form  every 
day  before  my  heart,  and  befeech  him  to  teach  me  how 
to  walk  before  his  face.  Yes  (fay  I)  I  reprefent  him  to 
myfelf  as  wounded  all  over  his  body,  his  hands  and  feet 
pierced  with  nails,  and  his  fide  transfixed  with  a  fpear, 
from  whence  blood  and  water  flows  upon  my  poor  heart- 
In  this  manner  I  difcourfe  with  my  countrymen.  For 
fince  I  have  learnt  to  know  my  Saviour  in  this  light, 
I  love  him  with  my  whole  heart,  and  rejoice  in  him. 

II.  From  youths,  who  however  Jince  then  are  grown  up,  and 
fame  of  them  married. 

I.)  y/.  I  am  a  poor  child:  But  when  I  reprefent  to 
myfelf  our -Saviour  as  dying  for  me,  I  pray  after  this 
manner :  My  dear  Saviour  !  bring  my  heart  into  its 
proper  order  !  thou  alone  canft  preferve  me,  &c. 

—Ever 


46o    HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.      B.X. 

Ever  fince  the  death  and  fufFerings  of  our  Saviour" 

made  an  imprefiion  on  my  heart,  I  perceive  that  what 
is  bad  in  my  nature  has  no  power  more  over  me.  O  ! 
how  thankful  am  I  that  God  became  a  man  like  myfelf, 
and  vouchfafed  to  put  an  end  to  my  corruption  through 
his  death  and  blood.  My  daily  prayer  is,  that  1  may 
experience  the  power  of  that  blood,  and  that  he  would 
wafti  and  cleanfe  my  heart  therein  continually. 

• When  I  queflion  my  heart,  it  anfwers  me  :  Thou 

doft  not  yet  love  him  enough.  His  amazing  mercy  con- 
founds, and  yet  comforts  me,  &c. 

2.)  B.  As  long  as  my  heart  is  occ-upled  with  our 
Saviour's  merit  and  paflion,    my  foul  and  body  is  kept 

from  evil. Without  his  blood,   hn  is  too  flrong  for 

me.  O  !  that  our  Saviour  might  foon  make  me  in  foul 
and  body  conformable  unto  his  own  image;  then  I  and 
my  brethren  fhould  no  more  grieve  our  teachers  when  we 
are  abroad  in  the  fummer.  Therefore  I  will  let  him 
imprefs  his  crofs  and  paflion  quite  deep  in  my  heart,  f« 
that  I  may  every  where  be  mindful  of  it. 

3.)  y.  L.  Becaufe  our  Saviour  knows  all  the  thoughts 
of  my  heart,  I  fpeak  to  him  thus :  "  Dear  Saviour  !  thou 
did  ft  become  a  man  like  me,  yet  without  fm,  thou  haft 
borne  all  my  members  ;  make  me  therefore  to  refemble 
thyfelf,    and  keep  me  from  every  danger  in  foul  and 

body." 1  am  determined,  as  well  as  my  brethren  who 

dwell  in  the  eaft,  to  walk  with  Jefus,  as  one  whofe  heart 
is  wafhed  in  his  blood. 

My  defire  is,  that  he  and  all  his  merit  and  fufFer- 
ings may  be  fo  prefent  to  me  as  if  I  faw  him.  For 
though  thefe  bodily  eyes  cannot  fee  him,  yet  my  heart 
feels  great  chcarfulnefs  at  perceiving  how  he  took  all  my 
-debt  upoji  himfelf  on  the  crofs.  O  how  do  I  thank 
him,  that  he  has  flied  his  blood  for  the  redemption  and 
cleanfmg  of  me  and  all  mankind,  and  that  he  is  now 
intent  upon  uniting  me  to  himfelf  thereby,  and  changing 
me  into  his  own  image,  &c. 

^;)  y.  By  thefe  lines  I  acquaint  thee,  that  in  this  year 
my  love  to  our  Saviour  is  increafed,  through  the  fenfation 
of  his  death  and  fufFerings,  and  my  heart  is  thereby 
comforted.  Otherwiie  I  am  good  for  nothing  ;  and  when 
I  do  not  feel  his  blood  in  my  heart,  I  am  comfortlefs  and 

forroW'' 
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forrowful  until  my  Saviour  makes  me  fenfible  again  that 
he  ftied  his  blood  for  me.  I  thank  him  with  all  my 
heart,  that  he  called  me  out  of  dark  heathenifm,  and  has 
revealed  unto  me  his  holy  merits.  In  return,  1  will  give 
him  my  whole  heart  as  his  property,  that  he  may  fet  me 
free  from  all  thofe  corruptions  that  caufed  him  fo  much 
pain.  Our  Saviour  has  now  alfo  had  mercy  on  me,  and 
has  given  me  to  eat  his  flefh  and  to  drink  his  blood  ia 
that  holy  communion.  I  will  conflantly  keep  in  mind, 
that  I  am  thereby  embodied  into  him. 

5.)  M.  Since  he  has  drawn  me  unto  himfelf,  I  will  not 
leave  him,  but  will  pray  to  him  that  he  may  feize  upoii 
my  whole  heart  as  his  own,  becaufe  he  died  on  account 
of  thofe  very  fins  that  have  fo  often  made  me  heavy- 
hearted.  I  often  think :  What  muft  he  have  endured, 
when  he  hung  upon  the  crufs  for  my  fin's  fake !  this 
makes  my  heart  tender,  and  I  can  fay  nothing,  but  only 
intreat  him  that  he  may  enable  me  conftantly  to  fix  my 
eyes  on  his  fufFerings,  &c. 

■He  having  alfo  bellowed  upon  me  that  great 
grace  to  feed  on  his  body  and  blood,  I  am  come  to  a 
determination  to  remain  his  intirely,  and  I  beg  of  him 
that  he  may  be  all  my  life-time  as  precious,  dear  and  near 
unto  me,  as  he  was  at  the  Lord's  fupper,  &c. 

III.   From  fame  Greenland  married-women. 

I.)  B.  in  Lichtenfels.  I  bear  ftill  in  my  mind  what 
thou  didft  tell  us  of  our  Saviour,  viz.  That  we  may 
converfe  with  him  continually  in  all  places.  This  I  have 
learnt  by  degrees  to  underfland  and  to  experience. 

1  am  not   able  to  defcribe,    what  a  bleffing  our 

laft  Lord's-fupper  in  the  paffion-v/eek  proved  to  my 
heart.  I  felt  myfelf  fo  finful  and  that  I  was  full  of  faults 
and  wants;  but  my  Saviour  pardoned  all.  O!  how 
thankful  I  am  to  our  Saviour  that  you  have  fent  us 
teachers,  who  inftru6l  us  in  the  inftitutions  of  our  dear 
Saviour.     For  if  they  had  not  come,  whence  Ihould  we 

have   been   acquainted    with    any   fuch   thing  ? My 

requeft  to  him  is,  that  he  may  fhew  me  more  flill 
my  own  mifery :  for  then  I  go  to  him  as  a  poor 
{inner,  &c. 

2.)  7"  What  I  poor  thing  feel  atprefent  in  my  heart, 
is,    that  I  have  placed  my  whole  dependence  on  our 

Saviour 


462    HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.      B.X, 

Saviour  alone,  and  my  defire  is  that  the  bleeding  Lamb 
may  be  always  near  to  my  heart.  His  whole  (cene  of 
fufterings,  pain  and  death,  fhall  be  ever  imprefled  on 
my  heart,  and  remain  the  only  caufe  of  its  joy.  I  know 
that  if  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  not  afford  me  a  continual 
manudu<5lion  like  that  of  a  faithful  mother,  I  fhould  be 
in  danger  of  falling  into  all  forts  of  mifery,  &c. 

3.)  K.  Though  I  cannot  fee  the  Saviour  bodily,  yet 
I  have  him  conftantly  before  the  eyes  of  my  mind,  and 
think  a  great  deal  of  him.  None  but  he  is  able  to  help 
me  by  his  blood.  I  am  fenfible  of  my  poverty,  and 
knov/  that  my  faults  are  numberlefs  ;  but  ftill  I  do  not 
caft  away  my  confidence  in  him ;  for  he  alone  keeps  me 
from  evil,  and  I  have  no  falvation  but  in  him. 

4.)  K.  Although  I  am  an  exceeding  worthlefs  finner, 
yet  our  Saviour,  according  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  mercy, 
is  near  to  my  heart,  and  I  think  often  on  my  Creator, 
who  has  melted  down  my  heart  through  his  own  blood. 
If  I  had  remained  among  the  blind  heathens,  I  fhould 
certainly  have  been  a  tormented  and  defpicable  perfon : 
But  my  dear  Saviour  has  not  defpifed  me.  Yea  indeed, 
if  he  had  not  fuffered  death  for  me,  I  muft  ftill  have 
been  toffed  about  in  darknefs.  But  now  I  am  much 
rejoiced,  fince  he  died,  and  rofe  again.  I  have  heard 
with  many  tears  what  our  teachers  have  read  and  fpoke 
to  us  in  thefe  Eafter  holy-days  concerning  our  Saviour's 
pa/lion  and  refurrecStion,  &c. 

5.)  S.  in  Lichtenfels.  When  I  feel  my  mifery  and 
corruption,  I  know  of  no  other  refuge  but  him  and  his 
wounds.     He  took  care  of  me,  whilft  I  was  yet  among 

the  Pagans. When  we  firft  came  to  this  place  four 

years  ago,  it  had  but  a  poor  profpe£l;— ^ — but  being  in- 
formed that  a  meeting- houfe  was  fent  uS,  we  could  not 
deep  that  whole  night  for  joy.  Now  it  is  really  ere£led. 
I  thank  our  Saviour  and  you  all  for  it.  But  alas !  we 
are  not  able  to  make  you  any   recompence,  &c. 

He  has  chofen,    enlightened  and  comforted  me, 

and  lets  me  daily  hear  the  moft  fweet  words  concerning 
his  merits.  When  I  meditate  on  thefe  things,  1  am  often 
at  a  lofs  what  to  fay;  efpecially  at  the  Lord's-fupper  ; 
I  can  only  thank  him  with  all  my  heart  for  his  death  and 
hia  foul's-agony,  &c. 

"    ^  6.)  S. 
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6.)  S.  I  am  happy,  becaufe  I  am  fure  that  our  Saviour 
loves  me,  and  out  of  gratitude  I  alfo  love  him.  Juft 
as  the  little  birds  hide  in  the  rock-clefts,  in  the  fame 
manner  do  I  go  in  and  out  in  the  wounds  of  our  Saviour, 
and  I  lay  my  heart  beneath  the  bleeding  fide  of  Jefus  to 
drink  there.  At  the  confideration  of  him,  efpecially  at 
the  holy  facrament,  I  am  ready  to  diflblve  in  tears. 
I  am  filled  with  humiliation  and  fhame,  when  I  refleft 
that  I  have  the  privilege  to  enjoy  his  precious  flefii  and 
blood,  to  nourifh  and  ftrengthen  me,  &:c. 

7.)  S.  in  Lichtenfels.  I  have  no  brethren  or  fifters 
according  to  the  flejQi,  but  I  have  been  much  rejoiced  to 
be  informed  by  the  letters,  that  I  have  fo  many  fpirituaJ 
brethren  and  fifters  that  belong  to  our  Saviour,  &c. 

Now  I  will  tell  thee  how  it  went  with  me  laft  year, 
both  in  regard  to  my  mifery  and  my  happinefs.  I  was 
very  heavy  when  my  little  fon  lay  ill  fo  long.  I  befought 
our  Saviour  to  take  him  home.  He  did  fo,  and  I  thank 
him  for  it.  At  that  time,  I  recolle£led  how  afraid  I  was 
formerly  of  death.  But  fince  I  have  been  afcertained 
that  our  Saviour  by  his  death  has  abolifhed  death,  I  am 
rejoiced  j  and  when  he  will  be  pleafed  to  call  me,  I  will 
kifs  the  wounds  in  his  hands  and  feet,  yea  all  his  wounds, 
as  Mary  Magdalen  did.  But  whilft  here,  I  befeech  hirt* 
to  let  me  fit  at  his  feet,  as  Mary,  Martha's  fifter,  did,  that 
I  may  hear  words  of  life  from  him ;  and  when  I  go  to 
bed  or  rife,  that  he  may  be  inly  near  to  me  with  his  pale 
corpfe  and  innumerable  wounds.  As  often  as  I  ponder  on 
his  great  love  to  me  poor  finner,  I  am  fo  covered  with 
fhame,  that  I  know  not  what  to  fay.  For  I  do  not  love 
him  enough  by  far.  I  cannot  fufEciently  exprefs  my 
gratitude,  that  he  has  allowed  my  hufband  alfo  to  par- 
take of  the  facrament,  fo  that  we  now  can  eat  his  flefh 
and  drink  his  blood  together.  I  alfo  give  you  thanks 
for  fending  us  teachers,  who  (hew  us  the  true  way  of 
life,  even  the  bleeding  Saviour,  who  died  for  us  and 
redeemed  us  with  his  blood  from  every  fin.  Now  I 
conclude,  and  am  thy  poor  weak  S.  K. 

8.)  Z.  ■  I  ftill  remember  what  thou  faidft  to  us 

when  here.  At  that  time  I  had  no  notion  of  the  compa-- 
ny  of  helpers,  to  whofe  number  I  have  fince  been  added  : 
But  I  thought  frequently  on  Uie  wounds  of  our  Saviour, 

and 
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and  wiflied  to  have  my  heart  replenifhed  with  his  blood. 
And  now  I  have  no  greater  fatisfa6lion  than  our  Saviour 
and  his  fufFerings,  and  though  I  do  not  fee  him,  yet  I 
approach  to  him  in  my  poverty,  and  he  makes  me 
happier  every  day.  I  chufe  to  abide  in  him,  and  as  at 
little  child  to  be  taught  by  him,  &c. 

■  It  is  very  true  that  1  am  helplefs,  but  all  I  have  to  do 
in  this  world  is  to  keep  faft  hold  of  our  Saviour  ;  and  there 
is  nothing  that  affords  me  any  delight  but  the  blood  of  my 
Saviour,    and  to  behold   his   nail-prints.      Had  he  not 
been  nailed  to  the  crofs,  I  mull  have  perifhed  eternally. 
Our  Saviour  is  of  a  truth   amongft  us  in  our  meetings, 
but  to  me  he  is  neareft  of  all  at  the  holy  facrament,  &c, 
IV,   Fro7nfo?nc  widows, 
I.)  E.  A  helper  among  the  widows. 
I  thank  our  Saviour  continually,  that  he  has  given  me 
to  feel  that  I  am  a  poor  neceilitous  human  foul,  and  as 
fuch  I  furrender  myfelf  up  to  him.     When  I  think  or 
fpeak  ffif  him,    my  heart  grows  fo  tender,  that  u\y  tears 
foon  begin  to  flow.      As   I  have  fpent  this  winter  in  a 
conftant  near  communion  with    him,    fo  he  gives  me 
more  and  more  to  fee  wherein  I  am  ftill  deficient.     Ex- 
preffions  fail,  and  I  ftand  amazed  to  think  on  our  Sa- 
viour's love  in  his  fufferings.     I  would  not  willingly  be 
at  the  leaft  diftance    from  him,    and  as  I  love  him  fo 
Much,  I  embrace  and  kifs  him  in  fpirit  continually,  &c. 

1  love  my  bleeding  Saviour  with  all  my  heart, 

and  my  inclination  is  and  will  be  to  converfe  with  him 

perpetually. Thou  dear  Alferfok  !    how  is  it,    that 

whilft  I  am  fpeaking  to  thee,  I  cannot  refrain  from  tears  i* 
How  will  it  be  when  I  fliali  fee  our  Saviour  bodily,  and 
fpeak  with  him  ?  when  I  think  on  going  home,  I  am 
exceedingly  rejoiced,  .?cc. 

The  Saviour  is  my  only  hufband,  and  I  beg  of  him 

with  tears  not  to  remember  my  numberlefs  faults ;  I  alfo 
beg  him  to  prcferve  me  in  the  fame  mind  with  all  the 
brethren  and  fillers,  feen  or  unfeen,  and  in  the  happy 
feeling  of  his  wounds,  where  I,  as  a  very  great  fmner, 
obtained  forgivenefs  of  my  fins,  &:c. 

My   dear  fiilers,  the  widows  !  Although  we  are 

very  diftant  from  each  other  in  body,  yet  we  are  nigh 
in  fpirit,  and  will  jointly  rejoice  in  God  our  Saviour. 

My 
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My  faults  and  wants  are  Innumerable.  It  is  the  Holy 
Ghoft  that  fhews  them  unto  me,  otherwife  they  would 
efcape  my  notice ;  but  I  am  always  richly  comforted  at 
every  participation  of  Jefus's  body  and  blood,  for  which 
I  thank  him  with  tears  of  gratitude.  I  alfo  thank  you 
for  your  prefent ;  we  can  fend  you  nothing  in  return 
but  our  letters  and  our  love,  becaufe  we  are  really  very 
poor.  Sec. 

2.)  y. — I  experience  that  our  Saviour  has  patience 
with  our  mifery,  and  I  confide  in  him,  that  he  will  make 
me  more  pure  and  pleafmg  unto  himfelf.  His  grace  and 
love  is  unfathomable,  if  it  was  not  for  his  blood,  I 
fhould  at  every  turn  be  in  danger  of  being  loft ;  but  I 
thank  him  that  he  preferves  my  heart  happy  and  ferene. 
I  alfo  am  divinely  convinced,  that  it  is  himfelf  alone, 
and  none  elfe  that  faves  me  ;  for  he  has  healed  my  heart 
by  his  ftripes,  and  I  childlikely  thank  him  for  it.  And 
although  I  am  pretty  far  advanced  in  years,  yet  I  imi- 
tate the  little  hungry  children,  in  running  ftraight  tQ 
our  Saviour,  and  begging,  and  he  revives  my  heart  with 
his  blood.  For  this  reafon  I  will  abide  cleaving  to  him 
without  interruption. 

3.)  M.  in  Lichtenfels.  Although  I  am  undoubtedly 
a  very  ufelefs  creature  to  our  Saviour,  and  have  often 
caufed  his  heart  pain  with  my  untowardnefles,  never- 
thelefs  he  looks  upon  me  in  mercy,  and  I  never  can 
leave  him,  nor  he  me.  He  has  endured  much  on  my  ac- 
count, therefore  it  is  but  juft  that  I  fhould  now  live  to 
him  alone,  &c. 

———I  well  perceive  that  I  am  in  very  deed  the  moft 
unworthy  qf  all  my  fifters;  and  I  freely  own  myfelf 
fuch,  becaufe  In  this  low  eftate,  he  draws  nigh  to  me 
and  comforts  me  with  his  prefence.  And  fince  he  loves 
me  to  fuch  a  degree,  it  makes  me  bluili  for  (hame  be- 
fore him,  and  I  could  wifh  that  my  whole  life  was  fpent 
in  praife  and  thankfgiving  for  all  his  wounds  and  fufFer- 
jngs. 

4.)  Z.  I  know  that  I  have  no  other  Saviour  but  the 
wounded  and  crucified  one ;  he  is  my  Redeemer.  Be- 
caufe he  hath  fo  loved  me  and  called  me  from  among 
the  heathen,  I  will  love  him  with  my  whole  heart. 
Rejoice  with  me !  I  am  greatly  rejoiced  at  the  powerful 

Vol.  II.  G  g  fenfation 
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fenfation  of  grace  Imparted  to  my  heart  at  the  partici- 
pation of  the  body  and  blood  of  Jefus,  and  at  the' en- 
joyment of  every  other  bleiling.  I  kifs  and  greet  yoii 
all  my  fifters,  ye  widows  ;  our  Maker  is  our  hufband  ;' 
that  is  matter  for  our  joy  and  for  love  to  him,  &c. 

V.    From  fome  fmgle  fijlers. 

I.)  A. — At  the  time  of  thy  vifit  here,  though  I  was 
baptized,  yet  I  had  no  folid  feeling  of  our  Saviour  and 
his  merits,  and  was  often  put  to  fhame  v^hen  I  faw  that 
others,  who  were  baptized  after  me,  became  happy 
hearts  before  me,  and  partakers  of  the  holy  communion. 
At  lail  our  Saviour  got  my  whole  heart,  and  made  me 
alfo  a  partaker  of  his  fiefli  and  blood.  That  made  my 
heart  quice  foft.  I  thank  our  Saviour  with  tears,  that 
the  congregation  bears  fuch  love  towards  us,  as  not 
only  to  fupply  us  with  teachers,  who  inftru6l  us  con- 
cerning him,  but  alfo  with  books  in  which  we  ourfelves 
may  read  concerning  that  great  matter.  Laft  winter  we 
fpent  often  half  nights  together  in  our  houfe  in  reading, 
iinging  and  convcrfmg  together  about  it,  &c. 

O  that  our  minds  might  more  and  .more  refem- 

b!e  the  mind  of  our  Saviour !  we  think  in  this  refpect 
as  you  do.  I  cleave  clofe  to  our  Saviour,  and  fpeak  to 
him  with  tears  of  all  my  deficiencies,  and  I  know  that 
he  will  not  turn  me  away,  fmce  from  him  I  muft  have 
every  thing  I  flr.nd  in  need  of.  Throughout  this  win- 
ter we  have  often  experienced  our  dear  Saviour's  pre- 
fence  in  the  midft  of  us,  and  arc  very  thankful  for  the 
harmony  and  love  prevailing  amongft  us,  &;c. 

When  I  make  a  thorough  fcrutiny  of  my  own  heart 
before  our  Saviour,  I  {fill  find  out  many  thing;;  which 
make  me  afhamed.  I  therefore  dai'v  implore  iiis  com- 
jiig  to  me  with  new  gracc%  and  thank  him  for  my  de- 
liverance through  his  fuiF.;'Mgs,  and  for  the  nurfmg 
care  of  God  the  Holy  Ghofi:,  ccc. 

2.)  B.  in  Lichtenfels.  At  the  confideration  that  I 
have  not  fought  him,  but  he  m:;  my  heart  is  filled  witli 
amazement  and  thankfgiving. — Although  we  be  out- 
w.iidly  at  a  vaft  diffance  from  one  another,  yet  our  Sa- 
viour hath  directed  our  thoughts  to  one  point.  To  him 
alone  we  live,  and  in  him  v/e  confide,  ^'c. 

3)  C. 
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3.)  C.  in  Lichtenfels.  Though  I  weep  on  account 
of  my  mifcry,  yet  I  feel  comfort  too,  fince  I  know  that: 
ouF  Savi.^r  does  not  difregard  the  low  eftate  of  his  poor 
handmaids,  but  hkes  to  blefs  them.  My  daily  requeil  to 
him  is,  that  he  may  fprinkle  and  anoint  my  heart  with 
his  blood,  and  prepare  it  to  be  his  habitation  and  poflef- 
fion.  My  dear  filters !  it  is  true  I  have  not  feen  your 
faces,  but  1  am  one  with  you  in  fpirit,  to  live  to  that: 
Saviour  who  died  for  us  in  order  to  releafe  our  fouls  and 
bodies  from  every  thing  that  might  prove  hurtful  to  us — 
O  !  his  body  and  blood  is  an  inexpreflible  dainty  for 
my  poor  heart.  When  I  am  led  into  the  confideratiou 
of  his  dying  love,  I  ftand  dumb  before  him.  O  !  that 
love  !  that  could  conihain  him  to  die  for  us,  to  redeem 
us  and  to  wafh  us  from  all  our  fms  in  his  blood,  fo  as  to 
remember  them  no  more  !  eternal  thankfgiving  is  due  to 
him  for  it. 

4.)  M,  H.  Yes  !  I  feel  fenfibly  that  I  am,  a  poor  fmful 
creature.  \Vhen  I  meditate  on  our  Saviour,  1  find  my- 
felf  fo  defedfive  that  I  can  bring  no  words  together  j  but 
yet  I  cannot  let  him  depart  from  my  eyes,  neither  can  he 
leave  me  nor  forfake  me,  for  he  has  redeemed  me  from 
my  fms.  When  I  take  a  walk  among  the  rocks  and 
pray,  I  feel  his  nearnefs  ;  for  he  does  not  treat  the  poor- 
ones  v/ith  contempt,  and  therefore  I  prefs  the  clofcr  tp 
him. — Remember  us  before  our  Saviour,  that  he  and  the 
impreffion  of  his  death  and  fuflferings  may  conftantly 
abide  in  our  hearts ;  then  we  ihall  live  to  his  joy  and 
yours,  and  when  he  calls  us  home,  we  fhall  kifs  t\ie 
wounds  in  his  hands  and  feet  for  all  the  grace  he  has  be^ 
iiowed  upon  us. 


Gga 


SECOND 


468    HISTORY  OF  GREENLAND.     B.  X. 


SECOND    APPENDIX. 

As  the  mifiionary  Frederic  Boehmjh  departed  to  his  Lord 
en  July  29,  1763,  I  will  here  infert  his  life,  and 
fo  conclude  this  Hiftory  of  the  mifiion. 

«^  T  ^^^  horn  (writes  he  of  himfelf)  the  16th  of 
*'^  i  April  1 7 10,  at  Kuhnexvald  in  Moravia^  where  my 
"^^  father  was  a  miller,  and  according  to  his  beft  infight 
*'  recommended  the  fear  of  God  to  me.  At  firft  I  had 
*'  no  inclination  for  a  pious  life  ;  but  as  I  grew  in  years 
"  and  underftanding,  I  became  very  uneafy  in  my  mind, 
*^  efpecially  when  I  thought  on  death,  and  I  often  went 
"  weeping  alone  into  the  field  without  properly  know- 
**  ing  why.  At  the  time  of  the  general  awakening  in 
'*  Moravia,  about  Eafter  1722,  coming  the  firft  time  into 
''  a  meeting  of  the  brethren,  and  hearing  the  late  happy 
*'  witnefs  of  Jefus  Mekhior  Nitfchman^  preaching  and 
*'  praying,  my  heart  was  fo  powerfully  laid  hold  of  by 
*'  grace,  that  it  was  melted  in  numberlefs  tears. 
*'  Upon  this  I  refolved  immediately  to  emigrate,  and  to 
**  look  out  for  children  of  God.  I  went  every  morning 
"  and  evening  into  a  garden  with  my  coufin  Matthew 
'*  Boehnijh^  where  we  prayed  on  our  knees,  with  our 
'*  faces  turned  towards  Saxony\  in  hopes  that  God  in 
*'  his  good  time  would  condutl  us  thither.  The  firft 
**  company  that  fled,  would  not  take  me  along  with 
*'  them,  m  order  not  to  expofe  my  parents  to  vexa- 
*'  tious  examinations  and  troubles.  But  on  Palm-  Sun- 
^*  day  1725.  I  intruded  myfelf  upon  another  company 
"  almoft  by  force,  and  fled  with  them  the  fame  night. 
"  On  Eafter-Sunday  we  heard  the  firft  Lutheran  fermon 
"  at  Panten,  and  foon  after  the  late  fervant  of  God  Mr. 
"  ScJnvedler  in  Niederwieje^  whofe  prayer  made  a  pow- 
«'  erful  impreifion  upon  my  heart.  On  the  firft  Sunday 
«•'  after  Ealter  we  arrived  at  Berthshdorf^  juft  to  the  repe- 
"  tition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rothe's  i'ermon,  and  there  we 
«  found  the  whole  congregation  of  Herrnhuth  affembled 
"  together,     it   was  indeed  no  fmall  joy  to  me,  that 

"  our 


Greenland  Church-Constitution.  469 
"  our  Saviour  had  brought  me  according  to  my  heart's 
*'  wifh  fafe  to  Herrnhuth ;  but  outwardly  I  faw  little 
*'  profpe£t  of  finding  a  maintenance,  every  thing  there 
*'  appearing  ftill  very  uncultivated  and  bare.  I  attempt- 
"  ed  to  learn  the  weavers-trade,  but  as  it  difagreed 
*'  with  my  health,  I  was  placed  in  the  orphan-houfe 
*'  at  that  time  as  afliftant  among  the  children.  But 
"  growing  more  fickly  here  than  before,  I  refolved  to 
*'  become  a  gardener.  In  the  mean- while  I  took  four 
*'  journies  into  Moravia,  and  at  the  third  I  brought  out 
*'  with  me  five  perfons,  among  whom  was  my  young- 
"  eft  brother. 

*'  In  the  year  1731,  at  the  return  of  the  Right  Hon- 
*'  ourable  the  Count  of  Zinzendorf  from  Copenhagen. 
*'  much  was  fpoken  concerning  the  Negroes  and  Green- 
*'  landers:  this  excited  a  ftrong  impulfe  in  my  mind  to 
*'  go  to  Greenland  ;  and  as  I  communicated  it  to  A'lat- 
*'  thew  Siach,  who  was  at  work  with  me  in  laying  out 
*'  and  levelling  the  burying-ground,  he  told  nie  to  my 
*'  joy  that  he  had  the  fame  thoughts.  We  made  our 
*'  mind  known  to  the  congregation  in  a  letter,  ai»d 
**  continued  meanwhile  our  work  in  ftiilnefs,  in  ex- 
**  peftation  of  hearing  further  of  the  miflion  to  Green- 
*'  land.  Some  time  after,  I  accompanied  Brother 
*'  Chrijiopher  Demuth  on  his  journey  to  Pruiiia  and  Li- 
*'  thuania,  to  vifit  the  Salzburg-QxiXQs ;  and  as  Matthew 
*'  Stach  during  that  interval.  Anno  1733,  was  gone  to 
*'  Greenland,  1  together  with  brother  John  Beck  follow- 
"  ed  him  thither  Anno  1734.  At  our  arrival  we  found 
*'  that  the  inhabitants  of  Greenland  were  carried  ofr  by 
*'  an  epidemical  ficknefs  for  many  miles  round  about 
*'  us ;  neverthelefs  we  made  a  covenant  and  figned  it, 
*'  importing,  that  if  even  in  ten  years  not  one  Green- 
*'  lander  fliould  be  converted,  we  would  not  fufFer  our 
*'  fpirits  to  fink,  but  would  endure  to  the  end.  Our 
'^^  outward  want  of  neceflaries,  the  dangerous  and  diffi- 
"  cult  fea-voyages  to  feek  provifions,  the  contempt  of 
*'  our  neighbours,  the  reproaches  and  fpiteful  machi- 
*'  nations  of  the  heathens,  who  were  prejudiced  againft 
*'  us  and  would  not  hear  us,  the  difficult  language,  and 
*'  many  inward  and  outward  fufferings,  ohin  opprefled 
'*  me  inexpreffibly,  and  it  was  in  this  fituation  that  I 
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"  compofed  that  hymn  :  Here  is  a  little  company,  &e  *i 
*'  But  Hill  the  lively  hope  that  we  (hould  once  fee  a 
^^  flock  of  believing  Greenlanders  about  us,  and  the 
*'  great  love  to  thcfe  favages,  w^hom  I  could  have  wept 
*■'  into  the  very  heart  of  our  Saviour  (if  I  may  be  allow- 
*•'  ed  the  exprefllon)  encouraged  me  again,  and  ena- 
"  bled  niG  to  fufFer  every  affli6lion  chearfully.  When 
'•'  our  Saviour  made  us  a  preient  of  the  firftling  of  this 
"  nation  Samuel  Kajarnak ;  I  thought  for  joy  with  Si- 
*■'  meon :  "  Lord  !  now  letteft  thou  thy  fei^vant  depart 
^'  in  peace,  fmce  mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation  in 
^'  this  heathen."  But  this  joy  was  but  fhort-lived.  Our 
'■'  Samuel  was  obliged  to  fly,  being  purfued  by  mur- 
*'  derers.  We  were  frightened  by  various  falfe  reports, 
*'  as  if  the  Count  of  Zinzendorf  was  loft  in  his  voyage 
'''  to  St.  Thomai'Sy  and  were  often  told  that  our  miilion 
"  would  foon  be  at  an  end.  Through  the  blelTed  vifi- 
*'  tation  of  the  Rev.  brother  Grajman,  Anno  1740,  we 
'■'  were  afrefh  ftrengthened ;  and  at  that  time  I  was 
*'  joined  in  matrimony  with  fifter  Anna  Stach.  Soon. 
"  after  enfued  the  blefled  awakening  amongft  the  hea- 
**  thens,  which  greatly  encouraged  us  to  labour  among 
*'  them.  But  having  endured  many  internal  and  exter- 
*'  nal  heavy  circumftances  for  the  fpace  of  nine  years  j 
*'  I  fet  out  in  1 743  for  GeriJiany^  to  refrefh  myfelf  in  the 
*'  congregation.  1  fhall  never  forget  with  what  grace 
"  I  was  there  overpowered,  and  how  often  I  was  melted 
*'  down  with  joy  and  fhame  before  the  feet  of  my  dear 
*'  Saviour.  In  the  mean- while  my  wife  came  alfo,  and 
*'  brought  our  two  children  into  the  nurfery.  Li  the 
*'  year  1745  we  returned  again  to  Greenland  on  board  a 
"  fliip  from  Amjlerdam  deltined  for  the  whale-fifhery, 
**  where  I  was  obliged  to  perform  the  chaplain's  office  ; 
*'  and  we  enjoyed  the  years  following  very  happy  times 
"  among  our  dear  Greenlanders,  till  in  the  year  1749 
"  we  obtained  leave,  for  the  fecond  time  to  vifit  the 
**  congreo-ations.  We  fleered  our  courfe  firft  to  Pen-^ 
"  jylvania^  where  we  not  only  vifited  the  congregations 

*  Our  late  brother  compofed  many  other  hymns ;  but  I  have  onlycaufid 
the  above-mentioned  to  be  printed  at  the  end  of  the  year  1737,  bccaufe  it 
jrives  fuch  a  lively  idea  of  the  fituation  of  aflairs  relative  to  that  miffion  at 
that  time, 
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at  Bethlehem.,  Nazareth,  Gnadenthal,  ChriJiisii's-brHnn^ 
Sic.  but  alio  partook,  of  the  holy  facrament  with  the 
Indian-congregation  at  the  Mahoni,  and  affifted  at  a 
baptifm.  From  hence  we  went  to  England,  and 
were  for  four  months  together  refrefhed  both  tempo- 
rally and  fpirituallv  ^t  the  houfe  of  the  late  Ordinary 
of  the  brethren  in  London.  •  In  the  year  1750  we  vi- 
fited  the  congregations  in  Holland,  Germany  and  Silefia^ 
and  were  truly  aftonifhed  at  all  the  good  which  the 
Lord  had  done  for  his  people  in  fo  fhort  a  time.  Hav- 
ing be^n  prefent  at  the  fynod  in  Barby,  we  returned 
again  in  1751  with  new  ftrength  and  courage  to  our 
work.  During  the  years  1757  and  1758,  when  1 
fupplied  brother  Beck's  place,  the  grace  of  my  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  approved  itfelf  in  a  very  powerful  man- 
ner on  my  heart,  notwithftanding  all  my  weaknefs 
and  unfitnefs  ;  and  he  owned  my  poor  teftimony 
amongft  the  heathen.  Being  releafed  again  by  bro- 
ther Beck,  I  went  the  third  time  to  Herrnhiith  in  the 
year  1759,  and  enjoyed  many  bleflings,  particularly 
whilft  attending  the  le(5tures  and  dilbourfes  of  the 
late  Ordinary.  But  little  did  I  then  imagine,  that  in 
the  month  of  May  1760  I  fliould  aflift  in  carrying  his 
venerable  remains  to  the  burying-ground  !  This  lofs 
made  me  fhed  numberlefs  tears,  and  caufed  me  a  deep 
concern  and  forrow.  But  our  Saviour  comforted  my 
heart  with  a  full  affurance,  that  he  would  not  let  the 
work  which  he  had  beo-un  throu<^h  this  his  chofen 
Servant,  drop  or  be  interrupted,  but  complete  it  by 
means  of  his  fuccefl'ors.  With  this  hope  I  fet  out 
again  to  Greenland  in  the  year  1 761,  and  arrived  with 
my  company  on  Aug.  i,  fafe  and  well  at  New- 
Herrnhuth." 

Thus  far  our  late  brother's  own  hand-writing. 
During  tais  long  and  dangerous  voyage,  he  was  al- 
ways {^zn  chearful  and  happy  :  but  inv/ardly  he  believed, 
that  it  probably  would  be  the  laft ;  and  his  mind  feemed 
to  be  much  engaged  with  the  thoughts  of  departing  and 
being  at  home  with  the  Lord.  He  would  frequently  re- 
cite to  his  companion,  the  compiler  of  this  hiftory,  (who 
had  not  been  prefent  himfelf)  fome  pailasie  or  other  of 
the  late  Orduiary's  laft  hours  and  fayings,  and  always  v,'ith 
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tears  in  his  eyes.  He  employed  himi'elf  chiefly  with 
reading  the  lateft  congregation-writings,  and  generally 
concluded  with  finging  foftly  feme  hymns,  efpecially 
thofe  compofed  by  the  late  happy  Count  Chrijiian  Re- 
Tiatm^  which  were  particularly  relifhed  by  him.  He  en- 
tered anew  upon  his  office  in  Greenland  with  an  humble 
and  yet  confident  and  believing  heart,  and  his  difcourfes 
were  hearty,  moving,  attended  with  un6tion,  and  often 
with  tears.  Their  chief  contents  were,  the  unfpeakable 
love  of  our  Lord  Jefus  towards  his  poor  creature  man, 
which  conftrained  him,  even  to  fufFer  death  for  them. 
He  made  it  his  principal  concern  to  obtain  a  true  know- 
ledge of  the  hesrt's-fituation  of  the  GreenJanders,  to  dif- 
tinguifh  properly  between  human  infirmities  and  a<Stual 
untaithfulnefles,  and  to  treat  them  accordingly  with  le- 
nity or  rigour,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  to  endeavour  to 
gain  the  perfons  with  meeknefs  and  maternal  love.  In 
his  converfation  with  the  Greenland  helpers,  one  ob- 
ferved  a  peculiar  tendernefs  and  un£tion.  He  heard 
what  they  advanced  with  friendlinefs  and  patience,  gave 
them  folid  advice,  rejoiced  when  things  went  well,  but 
was  aho  not  dejecSled  when  it  did  not  fucceed  among  the 
people  according  to  his  wifh ;  he  then  pointed  out  the 
caufe  of  e^'ery  diforder,  gave  them  ufeful  admonitions, 
and  exhorted  them  to  new  faithfulnefs,  and  to  fhew 
good  example  to  the  others.  In  the  conferences  with 
his  European  fellow-labourers,  he  was  condefcending 
and  not  felf-opinionated,  and  was  always  intent  upon 
keeping  up  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  love. 
One  could  perceive  that  his  office  among  the  Grcenland- 
ers  lay,  efpecially  for  thefe  lafi:  years,  with  great  weight 
upon  his  mind,  and  he  was  frequently  obferved  to  re- 
tire into  folitary  places  to  pour  out  his  own  concerns, 
and  thofe  of  the  people  committed  to  his  charge,  in  fer- 
vent prayer  to  our  Saviour.  He  was  exceedingly  con- 
cerned left  the  Greenland  flock  might  increafe  in  number 
by  means  of  fuch,  who  come  to  them  rather  with  a 
view  of  temporal  than  fpiritual  advantages  :  and  he  could 
not  reft  fatisfied  in  this  fcrutiny,  until  he  was  convinced 
upon  folid  grounds,  that  they  were  indeed  awakened  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  had  experienced  the  power  of  the 
gofpei  of  Chrift,     He  aififted  his  brethren  in  temporal 

affairs 


Greeniand  Church-Constitutiok.        473 

affairs  as  his  ftrength  and  other  avocations  would  per- 
mit. In  Auguft  1762,  he  returned  from  an  excur- 
fion  in  a  very  rainy  day  wet  to  the  fkin,  and  complain- 
ed of  a  violent  head-ach.  We  advifed  him  to  be 
more  careful,  and  not  expofe  himfelf  to  fuch  weather, 
which  caufes  the  moft  fickneflfes  in  this  country  \  but 
ieeing  the  accumulated  labour  of  his  Brethren,  he 
would  ftill  rifk  his  own  health  to  affift  them.  In  Au-* 
tumn,  the  fame  vear,  he  took  a  journey  to  the  Iflands, 
to  vifit  fome  Tick  Greenlanders,  and  to  adminiiler 
medicines  to  them  as  well  as  fpiritual  advice  ;  for  he  was 
alfo  their  phyfician  in  ordinary.  Towards  the  clofe 
of  the  year  his  head-ach  increafed  to  that  degree,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  preach  and  to  keep  the  meetings 
with  his  head  bound.  In  May  5763  his  head  fwelled, 
which  grew  fo  painful  to  him,  that  he  was  often 
fcarce  n^afcer  of  his  fenfes  ;  and  yet  he  continued  his 
funftion  among  the  Greenlanders  with  unparalleled 
faithfulnefs  and  bleffing,  till  within  three  weeks  of  his 
departure ;  and  the  lad  fermans  which  he  preached 
will  not  be  forgotten  among  that  nation.  On  the  12th 
of  July,  attempting  in  companv  with  a  Greenlander 
to  ufe  fome  exercife  and  to  take  freih  air  in  the  field, 
as  he  was  defcending  from  a  rock,  he  was  feized  with 
a  dizzinefs,  and  falling  down^  was  wounded  on  thef 
head.  He  was  now  obliged  to  take  to  his  bad.  He 
foon  fignified  not  only  his  defire,  but  likewife  his  full 
alTurance,  that  he  fhould  foon  go  home  ;  he  fighed  of- 
ten to  our  Saviour,  but  was  compofed  and  happy,  tho* 
he  could  not  fpeak  much.  But  in  the  night  of  July 
16,  he  fcemed  to  recover  his  vivacity  and  fpeech,  ftf 
as  to  be  able  to  converfe  with  his  Collej;ue,  who  watch- 
ed with  him,  about  feveral  material  affairs.  He  then 
called  for  his  wife,  who  was  alfo  fick,  and  had  a  hearty, 
meek  and  bumble  converfation  with  her,  recommend- 
ed her  and  their  children  to  the  care  and  prote6tion 
of  the  Lord,  and  at  laft  laid  his  hand  on  her  and 
his  youngeft  fon  lately  born,  and  imparted  his  blefTing 
to  them.  We  prefented  him  fome  bread  and  wine  for  re- 
freHiment ;  this  made  him  recolieft  the  great  grace  and 
favour  of  having  adminiftered  the  facraments  to  the  be- 
lieving GreejvlaiWerS  j  and  at  the  fanic  tim^  he  molt 
Vol.  II.  Hh  ardent- 
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ardently  implored  our  Saviour's  pardon  for  every  omifli- 
on  in  his  office  and  calling.  And  when  his  Colleguc 
put  him  in  mind  of  our  Saviour's  gentlenefs  and  ten- 
dernefs,  he  replied  :  "  O  !  yes  !  that  is  true,  fo  he 
"  has  ever  approved  himfelf  to  me."  From-  that 
time  he  fpent  the  remaining  moments  in  ftill  conver- 
fations  with  his  Lord,  of  which  we  could  underftand 
fome  broken  fentences.  Once  he  faid  diftinftly  :  "  Our 
*'  Saviour  pays  me  frequent  vifits,  and  will  foon  fetch 
"  me  home."  July  24,  he  received  the  holy  facra- 
ment  for  the  laft  time,  and  then  lay  moftly  in  a  con- 
ftant  {lumber,  till  July  28,  when  he  once  more  joined 
in  fmging  fome  verfes  treating  of  the  happinefs  of  be- 
ing with  the  Lord.  On  the  29th  of  July  he  faid  with 
a  broken  voice,  "  My  dear  Saviour  is  now  come  to 
*'  take  me  home  ;"  and  at  four  oVlock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  moment  came,  when  he  gave  up  his  foul  unto  his 
faithful  Creator  and  Redeemer,  during  a  happy  departure- 
liturgy  held  by  the  Brethren  prefent,  in  the  54th  year  of 
hisage,  29  years  of  which  he  had  fpentin  theferviceof  the 
Greenland-congregation,  and  23  in  a  contented  and  hap- 
py marriage,  which  had  been  blelTed  with  8  children. 

As  many  of  the  Greenlanders  as  at  this  time  of  the 
year  were  at  home,  were  imm:diately  called  together  to 
hear  the  notification  of  the  happy  departure  of  this 
their  faithful  minifter,  the  firft  inftance  during  xl- 
moft  thirty  years  ;  which  caufed  a  very  tender  emotion 
and -innumerable  tears.  Letters  were  fent  by  two  Green- 
landers  to  the  colony  at  South-bay,  Bo  leagues  North 
of  this,  to  convey,  if  poiTible,  an  account  of  this 
event,  to  Europe  by  the  {hip  there  ready  to  fail,  and  wc 
fucceeded  to  our  wifh.  Mean  while  all  our  Green- 
landers  affembled,  and  alfo  many  Heathens  from  the 
neighbouring  i{lands,  to  be  prefent  at  the  burial ;  and 
in  their  prefencc,  .a  dlfcourfe  was  previoufly  held  by 
the  Mi{rionary  Ballenhor{t ;  and  then  the  tabernacle  of 
this  venerable  witnefs  of  the  death  and  fulFerings  of 
Jeuis  Chrift  among  the  Greenlanders,  was  decently 
interred  in  the  burying-ground  of  the  Greenland-con- 
i>regation.  Let  his  hones jlourijl)  again  out  of  their  place. 
Kcclus.  xlix.    10. 

INDE  X 
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A. 

ACCOUNTS  from  other  Headien-congregations,   Vol.  ii. 
page  59,  i^c.  their  effect  upon  the   Greenlanders,   266, 

354-.. 

Agape,  ii.  434..    See  Lo-ve-feaji. 

^^ue,  cured  by  a  fudden  joy,   ii.  \x,j. 

Amulets f  i.  zi6.  ii.  348.  The  Greenlanders  fond  of 
them,   i.     -502. 

.^7?g-^io-^j or  Sorcerers,  i.  209,  are  the  Greenlanders  counfellors, 
ii.  304.  (wc/^)  their  bufy  oppofition  to  the  work  of  the  Mif- 
iionin  the  beginning,  i.  287.297.  their  felf-intererted  defire 
ol  Icnowledge,  ii.  304.  one  of  them  reduced  to  a  dilemma, 
28.  another  renounces  his  art,  37.  the  exemplary  honeft 
confeffion  of  one,    ^-4. 

AngmarJ'et,  Capelin  or  imall-herring,  i.  94.  the  Greenland- 
ers daily  bread,  95.    ii.  58. 

Apojiates  after  being  touched  by  grace,  melancholy  inftances 
of  fuch,  ii.  360. 

AJbeJius  or  ftone-flax,  i.  56. 

AJfaJJination,  i.    195.  401.  ii.   42-  (note)  127. 

Ato7iing  Sacrifice  of  Jefus,  fince  what  time  it  becam.e  the  great 
ana  chief  point  in  the  Brethren's  congregation,  ii.   3. 

Author  (the)  his  dangerous  voyage  to  and  from  Greenland,  ii, 

A-ix-akening  (the  £rfl)  in  Greenland,  by  what  means  r  1.  386. 
brings  care  and  labour  with  it,  391.  its  bleffmg  on  all 
fides,  405.  begins  to  be  general,  11.  34.,  i^c.  its  bieifed 
progrels,  6,  l5c.  fometimes  dees  not  ihewits  fruit  till  fe- 
veral  years  after,    109.    ii6.  241.305.   310. 

v^^'^-^^/W  Greenlanders,  their  ftate,  1.  398.  405.  ii.  4.  12. 
216.   250.    251.271.295. 

B. 

Ballenhorft  (Michael)  comes  to  Greenland  as  catechiil,  ii.  1  26. 
vifits  in  Germany  224.  is  ordained  deacon,  m.arries,  and 
returns  to  Greenland,   2^3. 

Bands,  the  beginning  of  them,  ii.  31.  intention  and  blef- 
fmg of  their  inllitutlon,  23.  61.68.  loi.  133.  241.  z-j. 
355.  436.  new  regulation  of  them  after  the  congregation 
was  grown  brger,  201.  BanJ-ktepfl-s,  conferences  with 
them,   i.  61.      Stc  Helpers. 

H  h  2  Bull's- 
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Brdl's-ri'ver,  dcfcription  of  that  diftricl,  i.  8.  is  the  mofl 
convenient  for  the  Miilion,  347, 

Baptifm,  Mr.  Egede's  well-judged  flownefs  therein,  i.  306. 
he  relblves  toadminifter  it  to  children,  fuppofitis  fupponeiidis, 
509.  is  obliged  again  to  intermit  it,  313.  the  firft  bap- 
tifm  the  Brethren  faw  in  Greenland,  366.  that  of  the  firlt- 
fruits  'n\  Neiv-Herrnhuth,  401.  in  Lichtenfeh,  ii.  312.  of 
the  firft  child  of  believing  parents,  ii.  63.  baptifm  of 
adults,  procedure  therein,  and  imprefiion  attending  it, 
431.  its  powerful  elFeft  on  the  baptized,  271.  A  ienfi- 
ble  difference  between  thofe  heathens  who  have  received 
this  facrament,  and  thofe  who  have  not,  129.  See  Recep- 
tion, 

Baptifm,  fome  remarkable  miniftrations  of  it,  i.  400.  ii.  32, 
l^c.   62.  166.  270.312.  317.    on  a  death-bed,   341. 

Baptif?n,  candidates  for  it,  the  firft,  i.  389.  their  reception 
and  preparation,  ii.  429.  their  proper  qualification,  427. 
muft  know  on  whom  they  believe,   135. 

j5t7//z>:c^Greenlanders,  their  ftate,  ii.  12.  29.40.  45.  60. 
62.    64.   6'].    110.   285.    306.    339.   355.    374.  their 

faith  working  by  love,  41.  83.  223.  226,  Ifjc.  blefling 
from  their  diiiserfion  in  fummer,  40.  tho' it  be  painful  to 
the  labourers,  ibid,  fometimes  hurtful  to  themfelves,  64. 
at  leaft  dangerous,  69.  They  raife  admiration  in  foreigners, 
215.  are  liable  to  receive  hurt  from  them,  ibid,  a  fourth 
part  of  thofe  fince  1739,  at  home  with  the  Lord  in  1754; 
212.    Some  murdered  by  the  favages,    127. 

Bajiard-marble,   veffels  made  of  it,  i.  55.  246. 

Bears,  i.  73. 

Bear-fund,  i.  6 

Beck  (Johti)  goes  as  MiiTionary  to  Greenland,  i.  342.  vifits 
in  Germany,  ii.  75. ^jo.  97.  299.  a  memorial  day  of  his, 
blelfed  to  himfelf  and  the  Greenlanders,  369. 

Berries,  plants  that  bear,  i.  66. 

j?/'^/V-v6';«rjof  the  Mifuonaries,  i.  346.  351.  359.  361.  374. 
of  the  Greenlanders,  and  the  benefit  thereof,  ii.  110.306. 

317-  353- 
Bing  (Mr.)  a  Danifh  Miffionary,  1.  343, 

^zV-^j,  of  theland,  i.  75.    ofthefea,  79. 

^//i^Tpj  (antiently)  in  Greenland,  i.  250.  252. 

^/(j^TArg- on  the  Brethren's  outward  occupations,  ii.   114.     on 

the  Greenlanders   fuftenance,    138.   225.  240.    260.   262. 

at  the  difficult  beginning  in  Licbtenfels,    280. 
Boehnijh  (Frederic)  goes  as  miffionary   to  Greenland,  i.  342. 

marries,  ii.  4.    vifits   in  Germany,  49.  returns,   74.  from 

a  vifit  in  America,    140.  vifits  again  in  Germany,    299, 

comes 
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comes  back,  327.  and  with  him  the  Author,  ihid.  finifhes 
his  courfe,   411,  (note),   which  is  defcribed,  466. 

Boehnifl?  (John)  comes  to  Greenland,  ii.  388. 

Boernike  (Chnjiian)  goes  to  Greenland,   ii.  90. 

Brethren,  approve  themfeives  to  the  Greenlanders  by  their 
walk,  i.  349.  are  alfo  their  Phylicians,  390.  their  cauti- 
on about  Uiing  the  language  in  fpiritual  matters,  i,  332. 
349.  399.  their  too  great  fcrupulofity  at  the  firil  in  regard 
of  baptizing,  ii.  63.  their  difpofition  of  mind  with  regard 
to  benefaftions  from  abroad,  i.  374.     See  Miffionaries. 

Bruun  (Mr.)  a  Danifh  Miffionary,  ii.  154.  the  leave  he  took 
of  the  Brethren,  299. 

Buch  (Mr.)  a  Danifh  Miffionary,  ii.   204. 

Burying-Ground  in  New-Herrnhuth,  confecrated  with  the 
corpfe  of  the  Firftling,  ii.  15.  brought  into  order,  179. 
that  in  PiJJikfarbik,  220. 

C. 

Cannibals,    i.   267. 

Cape-Farenxiell,    i.  17. 

Carried  anvay,  a  baptized  perfon,  refcued,  ii.  i  t  2.  another 
let  alone,  130.  a  third  refcues  herfelf,  136.  her  edifying 
entrance  afterwards  on  the  married  Itate,  ibid. 

Cajhelot,  ox  Sperma-ceti  Whole,   i.    112. 

Catechifatioti,  i.  399.  ii.  3-.  59. 

Catechumens  from  among  the  Greenlanders,  their  State,  ii.  33. 
44.    .44.  212,  lf!c.  244.  317.    355.  __ 

Child,  dilafterthat  befell  a  hopeful  one,  ii,   347. 

Children,  laid  hold  of  the  firit  by  grace,  ii.  235.  prove  the 
occafion  of  their  parents  converlion,  32.  81.  107.  117. 
211.  25!.  311.  316.  326.  332.  ftate  of  thofe  whom 
grace  works  upon,  22.  32.246.371.  joy  at  their  prolper- 
ing,  81.  295.  efpecially  fuch  as  had  been  baptized,  296. 
315.  ^e  alfo  167.  the  new-born  of  ftill  unbaptized  pa- 
rents are  blefs'd,  77. 

Children,  education  of,  among  the  Greenlanders,  i.  162. 
163.  its  colifequences,  ii.  377.  is  thro'  grace  amended,  253. 

3i?-378- 

Children,  baptifm  of,  how  treated  in  the  Greenland  congre- 
gations, ii.  428.  See  alfo  135.  the  firfl  inftance,  63.  has 
been  a  pledge  of  the  converfion  of  the  parents,  284.  the 
mothers  often   come  out,  and  are  prefent  at  it,    loi.   203. 

Choirs,  from  the  youngeft  to  the  oldeft,  ii.  437.  their  ftate 
at  the  fecond  vifitation,  175,  176=  the  feftival  of  all,  fo- 
lemnized  at  New-Herrnhuth,    213. 

Choir-Dimijians,  why  introduced  in  Greenland  alfo,  ii.  435. 

Choir- 
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Choir-hoti/e,  beginning  of  that  of  the  fingle  fillers  in  New- 
Herrnhuth,  ii.  289. 

Choir-meetings,  their  beginning,  ii.  61,  time  and  intention 
of  them,  436.  » 

Chrijiian  Religion,  introduced  in  Old  Greenland,  i.  249. 

Chriftian  IV.  (King)  under  him  the  Danes  difcover  Green- 
land, i.  276. 

Chrijiian  VI.  (King)  calls  back  the  colonifts  from  Greenland, 
i.   311.  renews  the  Mi jfion  and  trade,  3  14.  325. 

Chrijiian  Dwvid  goes  to  Greenland,  i.  3  15.  321.  vifits  the  fa- 
vages,  339.  goes  back,  356.  fupports  the  Million  while 
away,  347.  353.  372.  returns  again,  and  builds  0  church 
or  chapel  in  New-Herrn-huth,  ii.  98.  goes  b^ick,  114. 
brings  the   Greenlanders  a  houfe  for  their  provii'icns,  12,4. 

Chrijiian'' s- hope,  colony  and  Miffion  there,  i.  15.  ^,44.  ac- 
counts from  thence,  ii.   206. 

Chrijimas,  celebration  of  the  firft  with  the  believing  Green- 
landers,  ii.  65.  of  the  firft  Chriftmas  and  new-year's  Vi- 
gil after  the  opening  of  their  church,   104.   Seealfoiii. 

Church,  one  built  in  New-Herrnhuth,  ii.  97.  in  Lichtenfels, 
314.  confecration  of  the  former,  99.  114.  a  baptifm  at  the 
fame  time,  too.  confecration  of  the  latter,  350. 

Ehurch-dij'cipline,  has  a  bleffed  effeft  on  one  difobedient  per- 
fon,  li.  57.   on  others,  88.  142.266.297.    See  Lorci's-Suji- 

per. 

Circumcijion  of  the  heart,  a  believing  Greenlander's  thoughts 
of  it,  ii.  334. 

Claus'haojen,  a  colony,   i.  15. 

Cod-JJh,   i.   95. 

Cold,   i.  4  '. 

Communicant,  Communion,  thofe  words  made  Greenlandilh,  ii. 
1 68-. 

Communicants,  the  firft  from  among  the  Greenlanders,  ii.  102. 
their  increafe,  in,  lf!c.  their  ftate,  252.  282.  2S5,  ^r. 
'97-  3^9-    "^^^  Milfionaries    touch-ftone  in  trying  them, 

339-  ^         ,  .      .. 

Communion    holy,  the    Greenlanders  expreinon   about  it,  11. 

102.   a  bleffed  one  at  the  fecond  vifitation,  175. 
Compajfion  natural,  rewarded  with  grace,  ii.  245.  (note). 
Confirmation   before  the    holy   communion,     prefuppofitions 

thereto,  and  form  thereof,  ii.  432. 
Confuil  of  the  mind  at  converfion,  what  it  is,  illuftrated  by 

theinftanceof  a  Greenlander,  ii.    334. 
Congregation,   to  a  true  Chriftian  one  the  holy  Communion  is 

eifential,  ii.  94.   the  Greenland  flock  become  thereby  alfo 

aualjfied,  95.    internal   and  external  conftitution  of  the 

Green- 
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Greenland  congregation,  397,  ^'c.  it  grows  in  grace,  even 
under  a  want  of  the  ufual  opportunities,   159. 

Congregations,  the  two  Greenland  ones,  the  fum  of  their 
members,  ii.  442.  their  internal  worth,  443,   See  alfo  181. 

Congregatiofi-JIatutes  drawn  up  and  agreed  to,  ii.   133. 

Congregatio7i-day,  monthly,  the  beginning  of  it  in  Green- 
land, ii.  60.  the  firft  after  the  opening  of  the  church  in 
New-Herrnhuth,  102.  reftored  again,  134.  143.  that  at 
the  fecond  vifitation,  171,  179.  its  bleffing  in  general 
among  the  believing  Greenlanders,   340.   354. 

Congregation-fpirit,  what  ?  the  date  of  its  breathing  among 
the  Greenland  flock,  ii.  95. 

Converf.on,  true  account  of  it  in  the  believing  Greenlanders, 
ii.  333,  Ifjc.  neither  promoted  nor  hindered  by  bodily  cir- 
cumltances,    ibid.  See  alfo  i.   335.   ii.  129. 

Con'vidion,    fee  Vnderjlanding, 

Coppice-ijoood,  even  this  fcarce  in  Greenland,   i.  6-j. 

Corn,    not  to  be  raifed  there,  i.    296. 

Crabs,  i.    98. 

Creator,  teftiiied  of  as  the  Saviour,    by  a  Greenland  helper, 

^^-  367- 
Creation,  the  Greenlanders   notion  of  it,  i.  204.    a  baptized 

one's  expreffions  concerning  it,  198. 

Crofs,  (the  word  of  the)  tokens  of  averfion  to  it  in  convinc- 
ed favages,  ii.  383. 

Crofs,  (making  the  fign  of  it)  footfteps  thereof  among  the 
Greenlanders,  i.  398. 

Crucified  Jefus,  the  foundation  of  all  doftrine  in  the  Brethren's 
miffion,  ii.  1,  £iff.  4-24.  after  having  tried  the  infuffici- 
ency  of  all  other,  ibid,  the  teftimony  of  other  men  of  God 
conHrms  this,  425.  See  alfo,  i.  381.  586. 

Cryjial,   i.  57. 

Curiojiiy,  proves  to  many  the  occafion  of  having  their  hearts 
touched,  ii.  73. 

Cuttle-Jijh,  i.    10 1. 

D. 

DaJager  (Laurence J  inCior  ?ii  Good.-^s\o^e,  1.19,  (sV.  i*i.  224. 
245. 

Daniel  (the  helper)  his  blefTed  journey  to  the  North,  ii.  197, 
folid  teftimony  delivered  among  the  favages,  329.  to  the 
believers,  335,  i^c.  (See  alfo  djfcoitrfes.)  his  life  and  end,  as 
the  man  of  God  among  the  Greenlanders,   390. 

Darknefs,  the  power  of  itfcnfibly  felt  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Brethren's  Miflion,  i.  358.  in  the  progrefs,  ii.  ic6. 

Davis's  Straits,  i.  5.   dikovercd  hy  Jo/^n  Davis,   27  j. 

Dayf 
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Days  and  Nights,  length  of  them,  i.  47. 
Death,  (the  Itate   after)  Greenlanders   notion   of  it,  i.   201, 
fear  of  death  expelled  out  of  the  believing  Greenlanders, 
ii.    12.    131.   191.  223.   345.  even  thofe    who  are  only 
awakened,  i.  390. 
Deluge,  the  Greenlanders  tradition  concerning  it,  i.  204. 
Departure ont  of  the  body,  the  benediftion  of  perfons  on  that 

occafion,  ii.  441 
Devil's  Jpojiles,  fuch  among  the  Greenlanders  alfo,  ii.  364. 
Difficulties  ,  manifold  at  beginning  the  work  of  the  Miflion, 

i.  331,  &c.  381. 
Difcipline  o£ grsice,  ii.   30.    138.     See  zKo  yuilg^nejit,  Church- 

Difcipline, 
Difcourfes  of  the  Miffionaries,  i.  385.  ii.  36.  55.  82.  99.   iig, 
i^c.   312.  of  the  Greenland  helpers,  ii.    236.   249.   259. 
263.   267,  l£c.  286.  319,  l£c.   335.  i^bi.  385. 
Doher  (Leonard)  firft  Miflionary  to  St.  Thomas's,  i.  519. 
Dijko-h&y  and  ifland,  i.  14. 
Dogs,  the  Greenlanders  horfes,  i.  74. 

Drachardt,  Mr.  (the  Danifh  Miffionary)  his  acquaintance  with 
theBrethren,   ii.    23.  marriage,    75.  he  goes    back   from 
Greenland,  148.  his  Condud  in   his  office,    149.    he  and 
another  brother  vifits  and  converfes  with  the  Ej\uimaux  in 
Terra  Labrador,  i.  262. 
Drachardt  (Mrs.)  her  lafl:  hours,  ii.    148. 
Dreams,  the  Greenlanders  have  many,  and  fuch  as   feem  to 
have  fomething  in  them,  i.  213,    ii.   37.   50.   116.  382, 
tho'noftrefs  is  laid  on  them,  148. 
Drift-ice,  fee  Ice-fields. 
Drift-'wood,i.   37. 
Ducks,  i.   80. 

Diuslling-together  of  the  believing  Greenlanders,  real  im- 
portance of  it,  ii.  402.  for  themfelves  and  for  the  gofpel, 
ibid.. 

E. 

Eagernefs,  wholfome,  after  inftruftion,  Lnftances  of  it  among 
the  believing  Greenlanders,  ii.  354.  hov\/ qualified  by  the 
Miffionaries,  ibid. 

Eagles,  i.  78.  feafonable  benefit  from  fhooting  one,   361. 

Earner  or  provider  among  the  Greenlanders,  what  ?  i.  393. 
ii.   139.  401.   a  good  one  tho' he  had  loft  his  feet,  331. 

Earth,  kinds  thereof,  i.  59. 

Eafi-ftde  of  Greenland,  i.  2.  defcription  of  it,  245.  lateft 
accounts  from  thence,  266.  repeated  vain  attempts  to  get 
to  it  again,  274.  292.  295.  308.  314.11,  zoi^.Se&  Green- 
land old. 

Eajler- 
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Eajier-Liturgy,  the  firfl  held  on  the  burying-ground  in  New- 
Kerrnhuth,  ii.  118.  another,  214. 

Ebb  and  Flood,  i.   2.  41. 

Egede  (Mr.  Hans  or  John)  fummary  of  the  work  of  the  Mifilon 
begun  thro'  him  in  Greenland,  i.  2'](),  ^c.  he  and  his^vife 
Ihew  much  faithful  kindnefs  to  the  brethren,  332.  338.  348. 
which  is  returned  to  his  fucceflbrs,  396.  he  goes  back  to 
Denmark,  364.  after  taking  a  hearty  leave  of  the  Brethren, 
366.  erefts  a  Greenland  feminary,  ibid,  concludes  his 
race,  ibid. 

Egede  (Mrs.)  her  happy  departure  out  of  this  world,  i.  365. 
Ihe  was  a  Chriftian  heroine,  ibid,  fee  alfo  Faith. 

Egede  (Mr.  Paul)  Danifh  Miflionary  and  Superintendant,  i. 
343.  363.  helps  the  Brethren  in  the  language,  345. 

Egede" s-minde,  a  colony,    i.    14. 

Eider -bird,  i.   81. 

Eider-  dcvjn,  how  it  Is  gathered  and  cleaned,  ibid. 

E/quitr.aux,  thorough  likenefs  between  them  and  the  Green- 
landers,  i.  261,   262. 

E'vangelijls  (harmony  of  the  four)  tranflated  into  Greenland- 
i(h,  ii.  II.  proves  a  bleffing  alfo  to  the  tranilators  and  help- 
ers, ibid. 

Eivald,  (Mr.)  the  profeffor,  is  helpful  to  the  Brethren'^  go- 
ing to  Greenland,  i.  323. 

Excu/es  of  the  Greenlanders  for  not  being  converted,  ii.  78. 
129.  249.  264.  293.  344.  362.  364.  363.  confuted  in 
fact  by  their  country-men,  29. 

F. 

Faith,  the  Brethren's  many  ways  llrengthened,  i.  ^^1.  36  r. 
37^-  375'  37^-  crowned,  386,  c5c.  even  in  temporal  re - 
fpefts,  393.  tried,  401,  i^c.  cheared  up,  ii.  62.  put  to 
the  blufh  by  mercies  beyond  expectation,  no.  that  of  a 
weaker  vefTel  crowned,  i,  289. 

Fclcotij,  i.  78. 

Fandne  among  the  Greenlanders,  ii.  129.  157.  drives  ma- 
ny to  the  Brethren,  158.  246.  258.  but  doei  no:  coxiver: 
them,  263. 

Fear,  a  foul  faved  thereby,  ii.  138. 

Fire-balls,  in  Greenland,    ii.  309. 

Firjl  Ihailbe  lall,    &  e  cjntra,   exemplified  at  Lichtenfels,  ii. 

.343- 

Fijhersbay  and  lodge,  i.  6,  7.  ii.  224.  the  Heathens  there  in- 
vite the  brethren,   276.  Mifllon  there,  fee  Lichtenfels. 

Forbi flyer  ^iV/ar/;«^  fails  to  Greenland,  i.  274.  the  Foriijher- 
Jlraits,    18. 

Foxes,  i.    72, 

Vox..  JI.  Ii  Freder.c 
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Frederic  IV.  (King)  occupies  Greenland,  anew,  i.  279* 
Frederic' s-hcpe,    colony   and    Miffion,  i.  4.  ii.  48. 
French-Chalk.,   fee  Bajiofd-Marhle. 
Frojl-Stnokcy  i.   43. 

Funeral-Ciijlcms  oi  xh^  Heathens,  i.  237.   of  the  Chrlftlans, 
ii.  441. 

G. 

Gardar,  cathedral  church  in  Old  Greenland,  1.  246. 
Garden-Fruits,  what  forts  will  grow  in  Greenland,  i.  65.  ii. 

•      .398.   . 

Garnet,  i.    157. 

Gtrjn'im,  no  more  learnt  by  the  Greenlanders,  ii.  127. 

Gcrri/cn,   (captain)  brings  a  houfe  to  Greenland,  ii.  95.  123. 

Glory  (future)  the  believing  Greenlanders  idea  thereof,  ii.  249r 

Gnats,  i.  7S.   ii.  173. 

Gcd,  (the  name)  hew  and  why  mifunderftood  by  the  Green- 
landers at  iirit,    ii.    :68.   "^zz  Greenlanders. 

Gcod-hoj.c,  colony  and  Miffion,  i.  8.  relation  thereof,  279,  Jifr. 

Grace,  prevailing  force  of  it  in  a  Heathen  that  had  been 
touched,  ii.  294.  and  his  family,  295.  perception  of  it  at 
allfacred  tranfactions,  385.  See  alfo  62.  Various  inftances 
of  its  power,  252.  inllances  of  grace  being  fhewn  on  a 
fick-bed,  372. 

Grafs,  i.   64. 

Grajj'mayi  ( Andrcn-v)  his  vlfitation  in  Greenland,  ii.   3. 

Grc^erfcn  (Mr.)  Danilh  Miffionary,  ii.  299. 

Gnejiland,  (the  old  loll)  what  is  meant  thereby.''  i.    2.    24.^r 
(See  alfo  ^^T^^^y)  is  difcovered,  243.  loll,   265,  ^c.  dif- 
covered again,   274.    an  expedition   in    172S,  with  armed 
force,   to  take  pofieffion  of  it,    307.  frultrated  by  a  fick- 
nefs,  308. 
Greenlanders,  thoughts    about  their  origin  and  comparative 
charaifler,  ii.  162.  Their  Ihape  and  llature,  i.    132.  turn  of 
mind,    134.    183,^7.  faperftition,  196.  whether  Atheifts  ? 
197.  their  conception  of  the  Deity,   198.  of  heaven    and 
hell,    201.  their   fciences,   229.  Phyfic,   234.  Aftronomy, 
231,   ifc.  fome  of  them  hold  the  materiality  of  the  (omX, 
200.  their  traditions,   203,2,04.    chronology,    230.  force- 
ry,     209.    are  not  very   prolific,    161.  ii.  401.    yet  may 
have  large  families,  and  how  r  ibid.  Their  houfe-keeping,^ 
i.    1 68,    liberty  of  their  domeftics,   165.  only  when  they 
have  to  do  v/ith  foreigners,    they  obferve  which  is  the  mai- 
ler,  ^^%.  note,  their  hcufes,    139.    tents,    141.  kitchens, 
140.  lamps,  ihid.  lleeping  places  ibid.  Something  to  be 
admired  at  the  number  of  them  that  dwell  together  in  one 

houfe. 
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houfe,  ii.  315.  Their  hofpitality,  i.  18S.  dliHcuIties  attend- 
ing their  mode  of  life,  164,  165.  their  ibod,  142.  drink, 
144.  cloathing,  136.  work,  164.  rules  of  abllihence  with 
regard  to  employments  and  food,  25.  their  hunting  and 
fifhing-tackle,  146.  darts,  ibid,  fledges,  74.  traffic  among 
themfelves,  173.  marriage  cuftoms,  158.  public  Iports, 
175.  play,  177.  legerdemain,  214.  mufic,  176.  drum, 
ibid,  dance,  ibid,  fi aging-combat  or  fatirical  dance,  178. 
meals,  145.  feails,  172.  ficknefies,  234.  their  barbarity 
towards  old  and  dying  people,  397.  ii.  129.  their  mourn- 
ing, i.  238.  ii.  331.  their  form  of  government,  i,  179. 
184.  in  a  Hate  of  nature,  ibid,  their  laws  and  deciiions, 
180.  law  of  nature,  187.  195.  their  regulation  about 
inheritances,  191.  law-fuits,  178.  procefs  with  criminals,. 
193.  with  witches,  ii.  50.  their  moral  behaviour,  i.  135. 
157.  169,  170.  \t>2,l3c.  virtues  and  vices,  185,  {ffc  the 
point  wherein  they  place  their  chief  merit,  290.  ii.  195. 
407.  the  converts  or  believers  unreprovabie  and  exemplary 
herein  alfo,  ibid,  ground  of  the  Grcenlanders  virtue,  i. 
186.  378.  the  effeCH:  which  natural  faith  fometimes  has  on  . 
their  bodily  conftitution,  ii.  359.  i.  294.  Chrij7ia?i  David's 
judgment  of  them,  i.  340.  their  behaviour  in  the  begin- 
ning tov/ards  the  Daniih  Mifiionary,  2S6,  l:jc.  and  to- 
wards his  inftrudlion,  297,  ^r.  towards  the  Brethren's 
teaching,  341.  349.  367.  they  form  a  defign  againft  the 
Brethren's  life,  368.  expeft  abfurd  pieces  of  fervice  from 
them,  341.  their  manner,  when  they  would  afk  for  any 
thing,  ii.  ^i^i.  (fiotcj  they  Hart  flrange  quellions,  i.  397. 
look  for  miracles,  ^87.  376.  ii.  20.  can  dillcmblc,  i.  306. 
are  given  to  tale-bearing,  ii.  67.  the  curing  of  which 
evil  is  laboured  at  in  the  baptized,  ibid,  they  arc  clofe  and 
referved  by  nature,  :96.  long  in  bethinking  themfelves, 
282.  fecretly  and  perfeveringly  revengeful,  i.  302.  ii. 
127.  yet  fuller  themfelves  to  be  dilfuaded,  53.  hindrances 
to  their  converfion,  ii.  160.  195.  284.  293.  305.  310. 
361.  382.  they  are  afraid  of  being,  as  they  call  it,  be- 
witched with  the  Gofpel,  283,  Ifjc.  are  weary  of  the  word, 
and  fcoif  at  it,  i.  377.  happy  alteration  in  this  refpect,  ii. 
38.  fome  Hand  againil  it  impudently,  5.  38.  cifc.  yet  are 
gained,  18.  joy  at  the  firil  that  came  and  defired  inltrudili- 
on,  i.  369.  blefled  effeft  of  their  refolution  to  dwell  with 
the  believers,  ii.  284.  they  are  clofe-handcd  towards  per- 
fons  in  dirtrefs,  i.  304.  356.  360.  become  of  a  liberal  tem- 
per thro'  grace,  ii.  409.  410.  fee  alfo  i.  396.  ii.  59. 
260.  267.  journey  of  iome,  flill  Heathens,  to  Denmark, 
with  the  confeciuences  of  it,  i.  299.  305.  307.  312.  of 
baptized  ones,  307.  318.  333.  ii,  165.  of  fome  in  the 
Ii  2  coa- 
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congregation,  on  a  vifit  in  Europe  and   America,  ii.    123. 

one  lets  otF  to  Holland,  and  what  occurred  to  him,  20b. 
Greenland  Naiior.f  their  computed  number,   i.  10. 

H. 

Halibuts-,  I.  97.  ii.   224. 

Hares,  i.  70. 

Harn^ejl  for  the  church  above,  in  New-Herrn-huth,  ii.  19  r. 
replaced  by  new  feed,  ibid,  by  ftill  more,  lo-],  l3c.  its 
dirtreiling- coLrf^quences  however,  216. 

Ha'ven  (Jens  or  John,  and  Peter)  Brothers,  come  as  Afnftants 
to  Greenland,  ii.   276.   (  :  the  former,  fee  i.  262.  note). 

Heathens,  which  are  the  fallow,  and  which  the  thorny  ground, 
ii.  31c,  362. 

Heathen,  converfionof,  the  only  fruitful  method  therein,  iu 
z,  CS'r.  is  not  effedted  by  oucwarJ  diilrefs,  263,  ^r.  was 
an  early  thout^ht  oi  the  late  Count  of  Zinzendorf,  i.  316. 

Heathtti-Diacony,  inllitution  and  bleffing  Lhcreof,  ii.  416,  l§c. 

Helpers,  of  each  fex,  among  the  believing  Greenlanders,  ii. 
loi.  their  bufinefs,  175.  4.17.  their  perfonal  grace  and 
faichfulnefs  in  their  office,  144.  197.  298.  367,  l£e.  di- 
V  ne  prudence,  304.  fee  alfo  173.  blefling  on  the  confer- 
ences with  them,  252.  on  their  teiiimor.y,  236.  262,  l^c. 
284.  292.  329.  AndrenxPs  folid  evangelical  fcrmon  before 
tlie  vifuator,  169. 

Herbs,  i.  6 1 . 

Herring,  i-  94.  See  Angmarfet. 

i/i.-m'V/jF/yl'f?;)',  of  the  Greenlanders,  i.  95.11.  58.  regulati- 
on of  it  among  the  believers,  for  the  preventing  of  all 
foul-danger,  ii.  81,  ^r.  1:9.  141.  261.  404.  real  and 
rich  grace  thereat,    234. 

Htrriihaag,  a  Grccnlander  baptized  there,  ii.    123. 

Herrnhuth,  i.   318. 

Hcl-;-Ghnjt,  his  perfon  and  ofiice  not  unknown  to  the  believ- 
ing Greenlanders,  ii.  20.  268.  394. 

Hoijhinhi.rg,  colony  and  Miffion,   1.    13. 

Horn-Fijhcs,   i.  i  1  I. 

Hope,  that  of  the  MiiTionaries  encouraged  by  our  Saviour's 
fenfible  prelence,  ii.  552. 

Hudfon  s-hay  fa-jages,    i.  262, 

Huekel  (Henry)  comes  as  alTiilant  to  Greenjnnd,  ii.  299. 

H'pnns,  benelit  of  them  among  the  Greenlanders,  ii.  31. 
"73  76.  81.  180.  229.  235.  307.  370.  fome  compofed  by 
the  Mifiionarit.si.    381.  li.   114.    277.350. 

Hymn-Book,  the  Greenland  Brethren  atid  iiilers,  to  their  joy, 
get  a  fmall  pripied  one,  ii.  299. 

I. 
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I. 

Jahlonjky  (the  late  bifhop)  gives  his  bleffing  to  the  Mifliona- 
ries  going  to  Greenland,  i.  343. 

Jacob'* s-haven,    a  colony,   i.  15. 

Ice-JieUs,  floating  i.  30.   fixed,  36. 

Ice-glance,  i.  5.  21. 

Jce-moufitains,    floating,  i.  25. 

Iceland,  difcovery  of  it,    i.  242. 

Je)ia,  the  awakening  among  the  ftudents  there,  puts  the  Bre- 
thren upon  the  work  of  Miflions,  i.  318. 

Imagination,  inftances  of  its  force  even  in  Greenlanders,    i, 

335- 
ImpreJJions,  in  childhood,  bear  fruit  in  riper  years,  ii.  375. 

Indians,  compared  with  the  Greenlanders,   ii.  162. 

Indifferent  {x.\im2,s,  (o  c^Wed)  border  upon  fin,   ii.  17,^.  Cnote). 

Innub,  name  the  Greenlanders  and  E/qnimaux  give  themfelves, 

i.'  132.   262. 
Infers,  of  the  land,  i.  78.  of  the  fea,   100. 
Inftru^ion,  hours  for  it  appointed,  i.  404.  ii.   II.  22. 
Ippegau,    a  benefaftor  of  the  Brethren,  who   in  his  children 

and  relations  was  recompen fed,  i.   357.  ii.  18.  34.   374. 
Judgment,  beginneth  at  the  houfe  of  God,  ii.    217. 
Judith  (the  fingle  fifter)  builds  in  New-Herrnhuth  a  fingle 

filters  houfe,   ii.  126.    ^t&sMoPer/onaliaoftheJiJIers. 

K. 

KalluntEt,  or  foreigners,  the  Greenlanders  tradition  concern- 
ing their  origin,  i.  204.  the  Brethren,  looked  upon  by 
them  as  good  ones,  ii.  362, 

Ka'mk,  or  man's  boat,  i.  150. 

Kajarnak,   fee  Samuel. 

Kai7iak,  long  under  convidlion,  at  lafl  gained,  ii.  19  j..  his 
end,  255. 

Kallak,  fo  the  Greenlanders  call  their  firfl  parent,   i.  204. 

Kalmucks,   the  Greenlanders  refemble  them,  i.    259. 

Kangek,  i.  9.  an  outer  porch  to  New-Herrnhuth,  ii,  330. 
See  alfo  174.  and  Vijiting  jourmys. 

Karalit  and  Kalalit,  appellations  of  the  Greenlanders  and 
Efquimaux,   i.  262. 

KaJJiak.  a  forcerer,  is  convinced,  ii.   19.   28.  264. 

Knoivledge  (living)  of  Jefus  Chrilt,  folid  increafe  thereof  a- 
mong  the  believing  Greenlanders,  ii.  318.  368.  particu- 
larly the  helpers,  336,  i^c.  386,  387.  393,  ^c.  know- 
ledge of  the  letter  increafes  with  it,  428. 

Kcokasrnen,  i.  9,    See  P'ijiting  journeys. 

Krake, 
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Krake,    or  ifland-fifh,  i.   117. 
Kimz.  (Matthias)  comes  as  affiflant  to  Greenland,  ii.  220, 

L. 

Lamb  of  God,  (texts  concerning  the)   tranflated  into  Green- 

landifh  with  bleffing,  ii.  75,  ^c. 
Lange   (Mr.  Olaus)  Daniili  Miffionary,  i.  507.    goes  back, 

Jjangnage  (the  Greenlandifh)  the  learning  of  it  difficult,  i. 
217.  301.  332.  ii.  412.  obftrufted  at  lirft  by  the  Green- 
landers  themfelves,  i.  332.  its  defect  of  fpiritual  expref- 
iions,  347. 

Jjurfen  (Berthel)  Danifli  catechift,  ii.   177.    278. 

fjclong  ( I/aac)  in  Amfterdam,  offers  affiftance  to  the  Miffi- 
onaries,   i.  363. 

Leprojyy  a  Greenland  woman  felzed  with  it,  ii.   30 1 . 

l^etter  (the  iirft)  of  the  Brethren  out  of  Greenland,  i.   329,   ■ 
more,  358.    379.    396.  ii.  64.   of  a  Danifh  miffionary  to 
the  Brethren  in  New-Herrnhuth,  ii.  205. 

J^etters  of  the  converted  or  believing  Greenlanders,  ii.  60, 

61.     186.     218,     219.      221,     222,      223.    240.     242.       255. 

256.    283.   288.    290.    300.  325,    l^c.    393,  ^c,  446.  ^r. 

l^iberiy  (wholefomely  modified)  of  the  believing  Gri;enlander5 
in  their  outward  oeconomy,  ii.  404. 

Jjichtenfels,  Miffion,  i.  7.  ii.  278.  defcription  of  the  place, 
ii.  395.  occafion  to  the  thinking  of  a  Miffion  there,  273, 
£iff.  occafion  of  the  name,  303.  choice  of  the  fpot,  and 
beginning  of  the  building,  279.  beginning  of  vifits  ta 
and  from  that  place,  280.  grace  poured  out  on  the  firft 
fettling  of  that  little  congregation,  281.  caufe  of  its  flow 
growth,  282.  fultenance  obtained  there  with  difficulty, 
307.  309.  well,  357.  firft  year  of  grace  there,  311.  ad- 
dition to  the  building,  314.  they  receive,  ereft  and  con- 
fccrate  a  new  congregation-houfe,  348.  Greenlandilh  hymn 
of  dedication,  350.  laft  hours  of  the  firllling  of  the 
adult  baptized  ones  there,   378. 

Lindeno'iv  fails  to  Greenland,  i.  276. 

Liturgy  of  the  baptized,  fomething  divine  attending  it,  ii, 
164. 

Z.;w««- (way  of  in  externals)  among  the  Greenlanders,  not 
much  to  be  altered,  ii.  402. 

Lord's  Supper,  reafon  of  deferring  it  fo  long  among  the  bap- 
tized Greenlanders,  ii.  94.  the  firll  they  had,  9;;.  102. 
minillration  and  bleffing  thereof,  432,  6fr.  happy  after- 
fruits,  119.  191.  blelfed  longing  for  it,  375.  motive  there- 
of, 140.  (note).  Greenland  communicants,  their  divine 
thoughts  concerning  it,  ^97.  340.  393,  451.  (See  alfo 
6  Com~ 


INDEX.  487 

Communicants),  bleffing  attending  the  feafonable  exclufion 
from  it,  139.265.  297.  338,  iSc.  the  voluntary  finner- 
like- abflaining  therefrom,  252.  254.  319.  See  alfo  142. 
reafon  of  the  former,    434. 

Lo've-Feajl,  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  Lord's  fupper,  ii. 
33.    /tote. 

Lying  (fpirit  of)  how  bufy  in  oppofition  to  the  work  of  God 
in  Greenland,  ii.  79.  293.  365. 

M. 

Mangek,  the  firft  Greenlander  that  was  touched  in  his  heart, 

i.  383.  400.   ii.  44. 
Margraf  (Chriftian)  comes  to  Greenland,  i.    372.  return* 

back,    ii.  23. 
Married  People,  (now  believing)  bleffed  with  a  view  to  their 

ftate,   ii.  137.  176.  179. 
Married  Pair,  the  firll  new  one  among  the  believers  in  Green- 
land, ii.  47. 
Marriages,  various  incidents   on  that  occafion,   ii.   89. 
Matrimony  (holy)  blefEng  extended  to  it  in  Greenland  alfo, 

ii.    145. 
Members,   (even  their  bodily)  the  Greenlanders  learn  to  con- 

fider  reverently,  ii.   272. 
Mer-man,  i.   117. 
Meteors,  i.  49. 
Me-ws,  i.    85. 
Meyer  (George  Henry)  comes  to  Greenland  as  aflillant  in  the 

Miffion,  ii.  388. 
Mikkiak,  or  dried  flefh,   i.  143.  ii.  58. 
Milzoug  (Mr.  Henry)  Danifh  Miffionairy,  i.   307.  goes  back, 

312. 
Minerals,  i.  58, 

MiJJion,  beginning  of  the  Danilh  thro'   Mr.  Egedt,  \.   279, 
l^c.     palfes   thro'  hard  trials,   288.   304,  311,   ^c.    the 
Brethren's  in  like  manner,    331.  337.   355,  £3*<-.  occafion 
and  beginning  of  the   latter,  316.   that  to  St,  Thomas' s^ 
318,  319.  \.Q  Greenland,   320.  date  of  its  coming  to    better 
confiltence  inwardly  and  outwardly,  ii.  i,  ^r. 
MiJJions  (the  Danilb  and  German)  ferve  one  Lord,    ii.   64. 
150,    205.  (the  Brethren's  two)  how  fupplied  with  labour- 
ers, and  the   reafon,  411,  l^c. 
MiJJionaries  {the  firft  from   the  Brethren)   their  difpofition   of 
mind  at  entering  into  Greenland,  i.  :?28,   i^c.  their  com- 
padl  in    regard  to   the   converfion  of  the   Heathen,    354. 
ftate  of  mind  at  certain  times,   337,  Cffc.    351,    i^c.   358. 
3^9-   373'   374-    3^4'  "•  24.    40.    46.   62.    no.    fuffer 
hunger,    i.   355.    359.    371.  ^^3.  contempt,  and  danger 

of 
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of  life,  35S.  368.  perilous  journeys,  357.  362.  ii.  4. 
78.  50.  107,  &c.  247.  ^327.  their  life  prolonged  thro* 
the  divine  good  pleafure,  ii.  413.  allure  no  one  to  them, 
532.  yet  fuffer  none  to  be  taken  away  by  force,  346.  See 
alfo  107.  their  houfe-keeping,  wants  and  fund,  415.  inten- 
tion of  their  vifits  to  Germany,  414,  See  alfo  Brethren. 

Mijis,  i.  44. 

Molzauy  fador  at  Good-hope,  a  lover  of  Jefus  and  of  the 
Brethren,  ii.  224.  returns  to  Copenhagen,  ibid. 

Moon,  total  eclipfe  of  it,  vifible  in  Greenland,   ii.  358. 

Morals  (Manual  of)  pradical  ufe  and  bleffing  of  it  in 
Greenland,  ii.  261. 

Motive,  one  corporal,  contributes  to  the  increafe  of  the 
Greenland  congregation,  ii.  406.  See  alfo  i.   ^g^.jiote. 

Mofs,   i.  65. 

Mountains  in  Greenland,  i.  53. 

il/ar^^r^rj  (band  of )  ferious  difcourfe  to  them,  ii.  55.  117. 
See  AJfaJJination. 

Mufcles,   i.  99. 

Mufic,  fee  Singing, 

Myfleries,  the  proper  time  of  explaining  them,  ii.  37.  (note) 
99.  (note).  340. 

N. 
Negro-MiJJion,  the  Negro  Antony  proves  the  occafion  of  it,  i. 

NeiJJer  (Wencefiaus)  goes  a  voyage  to  Greenland,  ii.  3    but 

does  not  land,  ihid. 
Nepi/ene,  i.  13.  colony  and  million  there,  295.  is  abandoned, 

301.    312. 
Nepyh  or  Cat-filh,  i.  96. 
Nenjo-Herrnhuthy    Miflion,  i.   9.  33 1,  defcription  of  the  place, 

ii.  397.  fee  alfo  162.  a  good  providence  in  choofing  that 

fpot  for  the  beginning,  i.   324.  ^w/^j.  is  increafed,   389. 

becomes  a  congregation,   ii.   94.  has  a  church  or  place  of 

public  worfhip  ereded,  97,  Sc. 
Nen.u-Tear  oi  \\\e.  Greenlanders,  ii.  231.  New-year's  eve  or 

vigil,    10^.    III.   232. 
NitJ'chman  (Da'vid)  goes  to  St.  Thomas's,  i.    320. 
JVz>/?i'OT«n  (i2o/?«fl)  vifits  in  Greenland,  ii.   75. 
Noogfoakf  colony,  i.   16. 
liorth- America  difcovered,  i.  253.   272. 
North-Lights,  i.    48. 
Nor^vegians   difcover  and  take    poffeffion  of  Greenland,  \. 

HI- 
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O. 

Obedience,  does  not  imply  tyranny  ovgr  the  confcience,  ii.  57- 

80. 
Offence^  (public)  excludes  a  perfon  from  the  congregation,  ii» 

435.  alfo  the  propagating  thereof,  63. 
Ohnforg,  (Mr.)  Daniih  Miifionary,  i.   343, 
Olaus's  (St.)  cloylter  in  old  Greenland,  i.  245. 
Olfen  ( Jndrenv)  Faftor  in  Greenland,  ii.    229.   278. 
Open-heartednefs,  this  gift  or  quality  in  the  Greenlanders  how 

valuable,  ii.  142.   295.   296. 
Opinion  (mean  of  one's  felf )  exemplarily  found  in  a  Heathen 

laid  hold  of  by  grace,  ii.  25  i.  confequence  thereof,    270. 
Ordinary  of  the  Brethren,  the  elrefl  which  the  notification  of 

his  deceafe  had  in  Greenland,  ii.  313. 
Ov erf ei ting  \\\  a  Kajak,  i.    151.  ii.   165. 

P. 

Paars,  governor  of  Greenland,  builds   a  fort  there,  i.  307, 

309.  returns,   312. 
Parhelion^  appearance   of  three,  ii.   156. 
PnJJion-HiJiory  of  Jefus,  by  this  the  Greenlanders  are  awak- 
ened, i.  386.  ii.  2,  3.  27.   31.   36,  37,  i^c.     A  harmo- 
ny of   the  Evangeliits  o«  the  fubjedl,  tranflated  and  prin.t- 
ed,  brought  to  Greenland,  ii.  299.  the  fure  bleiTmg  al- 
ways attending  this  matter,  when  limply  fet  forth,  3  5  j.  37 1 . 
Partridges,  i.   75. 
i^rtZ/V^fi?  under  pain,  by  refleding  on  the  fufFerings  of  Jcfcs, 

ii.  169.  300.  301. 
Pedilwvium,  time  and  miniftration  thereof,  ii.    434.  the  firil 
in  Nevv-Herrnhuth,   136.  the  original   thoughts  of  a  be- 
lieving Greenlander  concerning  it,  340. 
Peniecoji,  its  celebration,  ii.  120.  fails  out,  without  detriment, 

in  the  time  of  the  Herring- tiihery,  23)..  262. 
Pcyfonalia  and  laft  hours, 

I.   Of  Greenland  Brethren. 
of  the  helper  Aaron,  ii.    219.  the  married  man,  ^z/^-.  th9 
married  man  ^.%5j',  256.    the  helper  ^W/-i?<w,  241.  the  boy 
Barnabas,  254.  the  widower  Barzdlai,  81.  211.  the  drowned 
youth  Bartholome-M,  122.  the  married  man  Boaz,  Okhmiak, 
203.  the  youth   Chrijlian,   210.  the  boy,  273.   the  drown- 
ed married  man  Clemens,   324.  the  married  man  Daniel  Si~ 
mek,  i.  403.  ii.    ,'48,  the  witnefs  of  Jefus,  Daniel  A:-igis.- 
fina,  ii     197.  237.  249.  390.   (fee  aJfo  Daniel),   the  fingls 
Brother  Eleazar,   325.  the  married   man   Elias,    114.  the 
youth  Elijha,  323.    the  drowned  Brother  Gideon,   90.   the 
yoMih.  Gregory,   301.  the  boy  Henry,  ?,ii.  thz   hoy  Hf:>.'.a, 
Vol.  U.  Kk  ^27, 
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227.  the  married  man  Jacoby  187.  the  fingle  Brother  Jehu 
Kuanak,   17.  53.  242.   the  yo\x\!a.'Jere}niah,   301.  the  mar- 
ried   man   Ignatius.,    256.  the   drowned  youth  JoeU    282. 
the    communicant  John,    218.   the   child    John   Luduuigt 
288.   the  hoy  Jonas,    189.    the  hul^tr  Jotiathan  Kaio,    53. 
81.    141.    145.  the  married  man   I/aac   Kaineek,   52.    130. 
193.   255.    (See  Kain.'sk)  two  married  men  of  the    name 
Lahan,    113.    378.    the  drowned    boy   Ludivig,    377.    the 
married  man  M^^«»a^,    113.   his  widow,  257.  the  baptized 
Martin,    35.     the  youth,   323.   the   \\.'c\'t^&x  Matthevj  Kajar- 
nak,    i.    401.   ii.    44.    123.    188.    the   drowned  boy  Mai- 
thenxj,   ii.   302.   the  married   man    Mofes,    190.    the    youth 
Nathan,    127.   the  helper   Nalhanael,    141.     l6l.    185.  the 
married  man  Nicodemus,   326.    the  married  man  Noah  Nau- 
agiak,   26.  32.  42.  joy  and  pain  about  thofe  he  left  behind 
him,   103.    the  helper  Noah,   223.  the  married  man  Paul, 
254.    the  fellow-labourer  Peter,   89.   141.    217.  the   mar- 
ried man    Samuel,    220.    the    firft-fruits    Samuel   Kajarnaky 
(See   Samuel),  the   helper    Simon  Arbalik,    (fee  Simon),  the 
married  man  Shem,   303.  the  fingle  Brother  Sigifmund,  256. 
the  married   man   Solomon,   65.    the  married  man   Stepheny 
2S8.  the  married  m.an  Thomas  203.  the  youth  Timtsus,  255. 
the  old  father  Tobias,  137.  the  new  communicant  Zacckeust 


>!)■ 


191.    the  finj^ie  ^ri^X-h^v  Zacha^ujlngoak, 

Ii.   Of  Greenland  Sijlers  : 
Of  the  newly  baptized  .^,^/^'-«^/,  ii.    114.    the  married  wo- 
mtn  Abijhag,  z~z.   the    Silter  Agnes,  300.  the  tirft    fingk 
SiHer,    Amalia,    137.   the  \\ddovv    Anna  Kajarnak,    i.  401. 
ii.  39.    191.   the  married  woman  Anna  Catharina,  ii.  226. 
the  m'lrried  woxmn  A?itonetta,   271.   the  helper  AugujUua, 
742.    the  married  woman  Beata^  203.  the  matron  Catherine 
Okuijuk,    18.  33.   40.   185,  the  aged  ^'x'i-,    113.  the  widow 
Cert  rude,   1 85.   the  widow /fc;z«rt/^,    113.  the  married   wo- 
man HidvAg,   202.    the  widow,    300.  the   widow  Helena, 
20  V   the  fuigle  'Hi^tx  Henrietta,  156.  the   widow    Ketura, 
iS6.  the  old  widow  Jael,    147.  the  fiagle  Sifters  warden, 
Judith  Jjj'ek,  33.   123.    126.    28S.    the  widow  Lc«z/rt,   169. 
the  iingle  '6\ii*t\  Maachah,  173.  the  helper  iif<^r/^  Barbara^ 
221.  the  iingle  Sifter,  287.  the  fingle  Sifter  Mary  Elizabeth, 
137.  the  fingle  '6.\\icx  Pe7:inna,   272.  \!tit  w'lAow  Ruth,  igo. 
the  helper  Sarah  PuJ/Jmek,  (fee  Sarah),  the   helper  Sophia, 
27.  50,   t;i.  146.  the  fingle  Si&.er  Shu/amith,  211.  Sibylla, 
Tettajnak' i  widow,  220.  the  fingle  Sifter  SuJ'ar^na,  378.'  the 
widow  There/a,  1 89.  the  widow  ^ ironical  22 1,  the  married 
woman  VVilhelmina,   222. 
Fetrijkff.tions,  i.  59. 

Pirates, 
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Pirate!,  the  Greenlanders  on  the  water  in  danger  from  them» 
ii.    197.  one  got  rid  of,    246. 

PlJJikfarbik,  i.  9.    264.  ii.  120. 

PleJ's  (the  King's  Chamberlain)  helps  the  Brethren  in  going 
to  Greenland,  i.  3?4.  his  judicious  thoughts  concerning 
the  inftruments  God  makes   ufe  of  for  his   purpofes,  325. 

Porpoi/es,  i.  1 14. 

Poor,  fee  lVi(ion.vs. 

Po'verty  of  Spirit,  comfortably  difcovered  in  the  believing 
Greenlanders,  ii.  35.  40.  60,  61.  31S.  355.  386,  note. 
See  45  I,  l^c.  particularly  in  the  helpers,  319,  Jifc.  337. 
393.  commendably  alfo  in  the  Miihonaries,    24.  46. 

Prayer,  a  compleat  one  in  three  petitions,  ii.  213.  one  of 
a  Greenlander  to  the  Holy  Gholl:,  26S.  that  dillrefs  teach- 
es to   pray,  experimentally   feen   in     the   new-converted 


Greenlanders,   lo. 


J5- 


Preaching  public,    by  the  Miffionaries  and  helpers,  regulation 

of  it,    ii.  422. 
Prefer'vatiofis  from  and  in  perils  of  life,  ii.  48.77.    90.  108. 

199.   209.    265-.    2S1.   308.    322.    342,     343.     349.    3-6. 

with  good  efFed  on  the  heart,  27.  358.  in  dangers  of  tire, 

i.  346.  ii.  25. 
Pride,   this  depravity  in  the  Greenlanders  alfo,  ii.  250,  264. 
Provijions,   fcarcity  of,  in  Lichtenfels,  ii.  356.  contentment  of 

the  believers,  and  hand  of  Providence   on  this  occahon, 

ibid. 

R. 

Pa'vens,  i.  78. 

Reafon  human,    even   in   the  Greenlanders,     fights  againft 

faith,  ii.  194. 
Reception  and  Baptifm,    the  waiting  for  it  turns  to  joy,  ii.  62. 

244.   373.  for  foul  and  body,  389. 
Rein-deer,  i.  70.  the  hunting  of  them,  under  the  infpeftion 

of  the  Miffionary,  ii.    85.    is  however  more  hurtful  than 

profitable  to  the  Greenland;;rs,  165.    173.   405. 
Reproach,  the   bittereft,   thrown  on    the   Bretnrcn's  MiSon- 

work,  i.  'i^'jS.note,   foon  removed, /i'/V.    marks  the  follow- 
ers of  Jefus  even  in  Greenland,  ii.  195. 
Refcripts,   royal,  concerning  the  Million,  i.   343.11.   25.    130. 

277,  l£c. 
ReJurreciioK,  the  Greenlanders  notion  of  it,  i.    205. 
Return  (vvelcome)  of  fheep  that  had  wandered,  ii.    44.  65. 

143.   316.  360.    366.    373.  of  one  that  had  been  put  out, 

88. 
Reujs  (the  King's  chaplain)   promotes   the  Brethren's  going 

to  Greenland,  i.  323. 

K  k  2  Kitten- 
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Riiten-henk,  colony,  i.  15. 

^i-oers  dimi  Fountains,  i.  41. 

Rocks,  i.  _^3. 

Rote  (learning  by)   difcretion  ufed  therein,    ii.  430, 

Rudberg  (Peter)  comes  as  affiftant  to  Greenland,  ii.   2330 

Ruins  of  the  old  Norwegian  buildings,  i.  291.  293. 

M. 

bailors  (Dutch)  vifit  in  New-Herrnhuth,  ii.  215. 
Salman-trout,  i.  93. 

Samuel Kajarnak,  firftling  of  the  Greenlanders,  is  awakened, 
a.   386.  remains  ftedfall,  38-8,  15 c.  is  baptized,  aoi.  flies 
from  afTaflins,  403.  returns  from  the  South  with  bleffing, 
ii.  6.   is  a  lively  witnefs  to  his  country-people,  11.   13.  a 
man  of  faith,   12.  a  partaker  of  the  reproach    of  Chrift, 
ihld.   his  anointed  laft  hours  and  edifying  funeral,   14,  ^r. 
his  unlike  brother,  16. 
$arah  PuJJmek,  her  awakening  and  baptifm,  ii.  7.  her  tefti- 
monies,    9.    20.  30.  39.    56.  83.   her  letter,    60.  happy 
end  at  Herrnhuth,    124. 
Satan,  his  work  in  the  children  of  unbelief  even  in  Green- 
land,  ii.  73.   367. 
Salvages  in  Greenkoid,  their  Origin,  i.   257.  why  the  Green- 
'    landers  are    termed  favages,   183.    their   difpofition   with 
regard  to  the  Chriltian  religion,   287.  290.  294.  296.  299. 
306.  313.  335.  340.^  341.    349.  350.   376,  ^c.   397.   ii. 
3:;.   107.   249.  their  judgments  thereof,  i.    298.  377,  378. 
380.  ii.   36.52.   54.   are  not  too  favage  for  the  holy  fpi- 
rit,  ii.  226.  the  moll  of  them  convinced,  383.  grow  worfe 
among  themfelyes,  as  the  congregation  on  the  other  hand 
internally  improves,   106.    danger  to  new  converts  by  con- 
verfing  with  them,    69.   See  Greenlanders. 
Bckool  of  the   Greenland  children,  i.   390.    ii.  5.  22.    126. 

240. 
Scriptrcre  Texts  (the  daily),  bleffing  attending  the  fame  among 

the  believing  Greenlanders,  ii.  355. 
Scolpings,    i.  9^. 
Sccjirg,  fpirit  of,  fome  in  Greenland  alfo  capable  of  It,  ii. 

184. 
Scnriy,  i.  46.   the  firft  MiiTionaries  of  the  Brethren  attacked 

v.'ith  it,    33S. 
Scurvv-G raj's,  i.  61.    cures  the  Brethren  of  that  difeafe,  339. 
Sea,  God's  wondeis  gratefully  experienced  thereon,  ii.  182. 
Sea- Animals,  i.    106. 
Sea  and  Strand- Birds,  i.   8©, 


*JtU 


Qozv,  1.     125, 


Sea. 
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Sea  Grafs,  i.  6y . 

Sea-Serpent,   i.  ii6. 

Sealy   or  Sea-Calf,   i.    122.   12S.  the  principal   food  of  the 

Greenlanders,   130.  ii.  405.   manner  of  catching  them  by 

the  Europeans,  i.    129.    by   the   Greenlanders,  154,   l£c. 
Seducers,  put  away  from  the  people,  ii.  88. 
Self- Examination,  hours  thereof  introduced  among  the  Miffi- 

onaries  with  bleffing,  i.  351.  the  Greenland  expreflion  for 

it,  ii.  369. 
Servants  of  God,  deportment  as  fuch,  to  the  fatisfaftion  alfo 

of  the  magiftrate,  ii.  409. 
Servants,    of  each  fex,  the  firft  congregation-ones  in  New- 

Herrnhuth,  ii.  61.  their  office,  418. 
Se-verin  (the  merchant)  undertakes  the  trade  to  Greenland,  i. 

324-. 
Shark,  1.  103. 

Sheep,  i.  74.  the  keeping  of  them  in  Greenland  begun  witk 
profit,  ii.    299.  even  fpiritual,   363. 

Ships-Crevjs,  their  behaviour  towards  paflenger  Brethren  lau- 
dably altered,  ii.  277,  i^c. 
Schneider  (Daniel)  comes   to  Greenland,  ii.   23.  goes  back, 
25.  (John)  comes  as  affiftant  to  Greenland,  3. 

Shrubs,  fee  Coppice-Wood. 

Sick,  the  vifiting  of  them  in  the  Sound,  ii.  388.  the  care 
of  them,    441. 

Sifting,  arifing  from  felf-love,  poffible  alfo  among  the  be- 
lieving Greenlanders,  ii.    29,   i^c. 

Similitudes,  a  method  of  teaching  ufed  by  the  Greenland  help- 
ers, ii.  237.  287.  320,  321.   334.   385.392. 

Simon  Arhaltk,  his  awakening  and  baptifm,  ii.  21.  32.  his 
teftimonies,  35.  39.  84.  marriage  with  Sarah,  47.  voy- 
age to  Europe,  123.  happy  end  at  Herrnhuth,    124. 

Singing,  furprifingly  fweet,  of  the  believing  Greenlanders, 
ii.  162.  370.  423.  fome  mufic  alfo  ufed,  ibid,  finging- 
hours  and  finging-fchools,  45.  101.  how  much  blefs'd  to 
the  awakened  Greenlanders,  ibid. 

Singing- Birds,    i»  77- 

Single  Brethren  build  a  choir-houfe,  ii.    201. 

Sinner  (a  poor),  an  expreffion  liable  to  be  mifunderftood  in 
Greenlandifh  as  well  as  other  languages,  ii.  345.  (note). 

Siniierhood,  Sinnerlikenefs,  fee  Poverty  of  Spirit. 

Skins  of  beafts  and  fowls,  how  drelTed,   i.   166. 

Skrallings,  appellation  of  the  Greenlanders  formerly,  i.  132. 
257. 

Small-pox,  depopulates  Greenland,  i.  333.  the  conduft  of 
both  Miffions  on  that  cccafion,  335.  gives  the  Groenland- 
ers  a  good  inipreffion,  ibid. 

Snails  f 
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Snails,  i.  99. 

Sareitfen  (John)  comes  as  affiftant  to  Greenland,  ii.  90. 
marries,  126.  is  ordained  Deacon,  172.  vifits  in  Germa- 
ny, 233.  returns,  247. 

Soelenthal  (Baron  of)  is  helpful  to  the  Brethren's  going  to 
Greenland,  i.   343. 

Sorcerers y  refill  the  work  of  God  in  Greenland,  ii.  50.  54, 

55-  79- 
Sorcery,  fee  Greemanders. 

Soul,  the  abfurd  thoughts  of  the  Greenlanders,  in  their  na- 
tural ftate,   concerning  it,   i.   200.  ii.   289. 

Sound,  Nepifet-Sound,   i.    g.  ii.  174. 

South-bay,  colony,  i.  14. 

Southlandersy  i.  1 7.  270.  On  account  of  traffic,  travel  to  the 
North,  174.  thus  hear  the  Gofpel,  ii.  170.  the  f.rft  fruit 
of  their  vifit  in  New-Herrnhuth,  i.  385.  more,  403,  ii. 
9.26.  73.  178.  235.  248.  273.  invite  the  Brethren  into 
their  country,  274.  fruit  of  their  vifit  in  Lichtenfels,  346. 
361. 

Spirits,  great  and  fmall,  according  to  the  idea  of  the  Green- 
landers,   i.   205.  of  the  elements,    208. 

Sponfors  at  baptifm,  intention  and  benefit  of  appointing  them, 
ii.  -]■]. 

Stach  (Chrijlian)  goes  to  Greenland,  i.  31^.  322.  vifits  In 
Germany,  366.  returns,  371.  goes  again  to  Germany,  391. 

Stach  (Matthe-w)  firft  MiiTionary  of  the  Brethren,  goes  to 
Greenland,  i.  320.  his  own  account  of  his  firft  call  thi- 
ther, ibid,  faithful  hand  of  God  at  the  difpatching  of  hira 
and  his  companions  in  Copenhagen,  324.  vifits  in  Germa- 
ny, ii.  3.  is  ordained  Prieft,  24.  acknowledged  as  fuch 
in  Copenhagen,  2;;.  returns  to  Greenland,  ibid,  makes 
another  vifit  in  Germany,  98.  is  called  away,  148.  goes 
to  Greenland  again  with  the  fecond  vifitator,  153.  re- 
turns to  Europe,  224.  receives  a  call  again  to  ereft  the 
new  Miflion  at  Lichtenfels,  276.  his  four  weeks  fojourn- 
ment  among  the  favages,  i.   379. 

Stach  (Thomas)  Greenland  fchoolmafter,  returns  to  Europe, 
ii.    149. 

Stach  (the  widow)  goes  with  her  two  daughters  to  Greenland, 

i-   363-    . 
Statenhotk,    \.   1 8. 
Stcne,  forts  thereof,  i.  54. 
Storm,  the  fame  that  caufes  diftref?,  proves  beneficial,  i.  238, 

3-7- 
Suljecls,  children  of  God,  the  beft,    ii.  409. 

Sucklings   (orphan)  how  cared  for,  ii.  226. 

SubJ-Jtcace,  with  blefiing,  amidlt  poverty,  ii.  408. 

Summer, 
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Summer,  i,  43. 

Sufi,  the  joy  of  a  Greenlander  when  the  true  one  arofe  in  his 

heart,  ii.  11. 
Sun-Feaji  of  the  Greenlanders,  i.   175.    the  Chriftian  one  in 

Greenland  on  St.   Thomases-day ^  ii.  231.    422, 
Sijuord-Jijb,  i.    II 5. 

T. 

Tartars  in  the  north  of  Jjia,  refemblance  of  the  Greenland- 
ers to  them,  i.  259. 

Teachers,  the  firft  from  among  the  Greenlanders,  ii.    101. 

Terra  Labrador,  the  Brethren  get  acquainted  with  the  favages 
there,  i.   262.  (note). 

TeJiimo7iies  uttered  by  the  believing  Greenlanders,  ii.  6.  8. 
10,  II.  28,  29.  35.  38.  49.  51.  56.  (fee  Di/cour/es) 
thoughts  concerning  them,  96.  put  the  gainfayers  to 
fhame,  39. 

Tettamak,  a  forcerer  and  murderer,  is  convinced,  ii.  zo.  86. 
his  end,    ij^. 

Thomases  (St. J  cloyller  in  old  Greenland,  i.  265. 

Tide,  at  full  moon,  efFe(^  thereof  in  Greenland,  ii.  77.  See 
E6h  and  Flood. 

Top  (Mr.  Albert)  Danifli  Miffionary,  i.  292.  goes  back,  305. 

Torngak,    the  Greenlanders  familiar  fpirit,  i.   206. 

Torngarfuk,  the  great  fpirit  among  the  Greenlanders,  i,  201. 
206. 

Trade  (the  Daniih)  difficult  beginning  of  it  in  Greenland,  i. 
288.  299.  304.  311.  new  regulation  in  it,  ii.  130.  with 
an  influence  on  the  Brethren's  Miffion  which  they  were 
thankful  for,  ibid,  is  augmented  by  means  of  the  Bre- 
thren's fettleraents,   357.  405.    4.09. 

Train-Q^^  begun,  ii.  202.  tovv'hat  end,  410. 

Tranjlations,  of  the  middle  part  of  the  Creed,  i.  227,  of 
fome  verfes,   229. 

Truth,  obtains  one  vidory  after  the  other,  ii.   54. 

Turf,   i.  59. 

V. 

Fifit  of  Greenlanders  (to  them  beneficial)  atNew-Herrnhutb, 

ii.    292,   l^c.  328.    at  Lichtenfels,  311.   344. 
Viftting  Journeys  of  the  Millionaries,  i.  339.  347,  348-  379. 

394-  ii-    18.   27.   35.  50.    71.    131.    159.  193.230.239. 

258.   331.  381. 
Vijitation,   the  fecond,   a  diary  thereof,   li.   i5r,    l5c.    See 

Grafman  and  Watte^ille. 
Voyages,   a  quick  one  from  New- York   to   New-Hermhuth, 

ii.   135.  dangerous  ones  of  the   Miffionaries,   (fee  Mijfi- 

cnariei ) . 
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onaries).    of  the  Greenlanders,  io8.    199.    247.  265.  308. 
diiFerence  acknowledged  between  the  treatment  fhewn  the 
Brethren  on.  former  voyages  and  now,  i.  344. 
Vnderjiandittgt  conviftion  there,  how  far  it  may  yet  be  from 
the  converfion  of  the  heart,  ii.    129. 

W. 

Wares,  what   forts  bought  and  fold  in  Greenland,  i.  175, 
Warmth,  i.    44. 

Wattcville,  (Bifhop  John  de)  goes  on  a  vifitation   to   Green- 
land,  ii.  153.  See  Vifitation. 
Weather,  i.   46.   50. 
Weft-Friejland,  or  Land  of  Bus,  i.    273. 
Weft-fide  of  Greenland,    or  Da-vis^ s  Straits,  i.    3.    defcription 

thereof  in  old  times,   246.  at  prefent,  4. 
Whales,  i.    106.   a  dead  one  thankfully  met  with,  ii.    log. 
again,    248.    a  poifoned  one  occafions  great  calamity,  41. 
but  alfo  the  faving  of  a  boy's  foul,   42. 
Whale-Fijhery,   of  the  Dutch,   i.  118.  of  the   Greenlanders, 

121. 
Whalers-Food,  i.  102. 
White-Fijh,   i.    114. 
Whit-Sunday,    fee  Pentecofi. 

Widoivs  and  Orphans,    their   piteous    condition   among  the 
Greenlanders,  ii.  406.  the  Brethren's  care  for  them,  ibid. 
See  alfo  226. 
^/// (good)  without  efFeft,  ii.   382. 
Willccks,  i.  84.  an  event  concerning  them  like  that  of  the 

manna,  ii.  139. 
Winds,    i.   46. 
Wine-Land,  a  colony  of  Icelanders  and  Greenlanders,  i.  254, 

Winter,  i.  42.  extraordinary  hard  one  in  Greenland,  ii.  157. 
again,    212.    a  milder,  233.    another,    286. 

Witchcraft,    a  general  fufpicion  among  the  infidels  that  the 
Gofpel  was  fuch  a  thing,  ii.   284. 

Witnefs-Impulfe,    abates   in  appearance  among  the  baptized 
Greenlanders,  id.  96.  yet  with  benefit,  ibid. 

Women' s-boat,   i.    148. 

Wood,  fee  Drift-nvood. 

Word  of  the  day,  at  the  firft  Brethren's  fetting  off  for  Green- 
land, i.  326,  at  their  arrival  in  Ball's-River,  327.  on  the 
fecond  Brethren's  voyage,  344,  at  the  firft  awakening,  385. 
'{note)  at  the  firft  miniftration  ofbaptifm,  401.  (note J.  at  the 
entrance  of  the  fecond  vilitator  into  Greenland,  ii.  156c 
?t  pitching  upon  the  ground  for  Lichtenfels,  279, 

Worjhip 
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Wovjhlp  divine  (public)  defcription  of  It  in  the  Greenland 
congregation,  on  feftivals,  fundays,  and  week-days,  ii.  418, 
l^c,  the  impreflion  of  it,  when  a  reafonable  fervice,  on  the 
wild  Greenlanders,  292. 

Z. 

Zinzendorf  (the  late  Count  of)  his  early  views  and  endea» 
vours  towards  the  converiion  of  the  Heathen,  i.  316,  hfe 
hymn  upon  fome  Greenlanders  fallen  afleep,  ii.  223.  (Count 
Chrijiian-Renatus)  blefling  attending  his  Hymns  tranflated 
into  GreenUndilh,  307. 

Zoophytesy  i.  102. 

Zukktrtopi  colony  and  million^  i.  12. 


FINIS. 
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ERRATA. 

Preface^    page  i.   line    22.  read  to  believe. 

Vol.  I.  p.  i^i^.liH.  antepenult,  read  Sipfmis.  p.  85.  1,3. 
The  Emmer.  p.  208.  1.  i.  for  ^.  2\.  r.  §.  40.  Vol.  U. 
p.  140.  1.  27.  yc*"  Beck  r.  Boehnifh.  p,  220.  1.  30.  for 
Peter  r.  Samuel,  p.  303.  running  Title,  r.  1759.  p-  348. 
I.  ?4.  iiele  comma  after  Remember,  p.  364.  1.  16.  yor  bear*s- 
fiefh,   r,   berries. 
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